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Official Report of tho E^htoonth Soioion. ^ 

Volumo LXVII-No.3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled im • er 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935o 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
13th March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hou’ble Mr. Sved Nausiier Au) in the Chair, 13 
Hou'ble Ministers and 197 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Basis of dectaring a district as surplus one. 

*153. Maharaja 8RISCHAMDRA NANDY, of Ooseimliazar : Will the 

Hou'ble Mini,ster in eharpe of the (^ivil Supplies Department be pleased to 
state — 

ia) the criteria applied b^ the (lovenunent in declaring a district to be 
a “surplus” or a “dofiedt*’ one; ami 

(6) whether he is aware tiiat the price ot paddy goes up as soon as A 
district is dei lured a “vsurplus” one? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL SUPPLIES (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): {(n A district is regarded as “surplus” 
when the estiiiiiited ueld exceiMls thf* estimated consumption, and as 
“deficit” when the oliin.ited consuiiipt ion exceeds the e^timuled yield. 

(b) No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the lion hie Minister be pleased 
to state if there ha> been any other meaning attached to the tfUTii “surjilus” 
by the Civil Supplies Directorate than llie dictionaiv meaning quoted here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir There is no other 
meaning. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that certain di.stricts are called “surplu.s” merely 
because they are supposed to have a certain quantity of paddv and rice, 
for sale? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir That nomenclature 
has been thrown overboard long ago. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the HoiCble Minister be pledsed 
to state if it is a fact that the e.stiniates of yield .sir far have not been 
correctly ascertained admittedly by the Government? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: An e.slimated yield is not an 
ascertained yield. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon bie Minister 
be pleased to state the reliable materials and data for obtaining the estimated 
yield or estimated consumption. 
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Thf Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Materials there are many. 
Materials for estimated consumption are population, with a certain amount 
of deduction for infants, and materials for estimated yield are the possible 
acreage and the quantity of production per acre. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the machinery through which these materials are 
obtained ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are a large number of 
factors and there are different machineries for giving us information 
regarding various factors. For instance, as regards human beings the 
factor is that of census which has taken place. As regards acreage the 
factor is the Agriculture Department reports and the settlement reports. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: And as regards yields? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As regards yield settlement 
reports and the Agriculture Department reports and visual rejx)rts. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the freedom of export is confined to the margin of 
excess or to the entire yield? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no freedom of 
export from the cordoned districts. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But where there is freedom of 
export P 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, it is not confined to any 
margin of excess. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a district is declared “Surplus" year by }ear or permanently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It has so been declared this 

year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if at the time of estimating the yield w’ith a view to declaring a 
district as surplus these two factors, viz., the quantity held over from 
previous stock as well as the quantity that is likely to have been exported 
out of the district, are also taken into consideration? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No; these are not taken into 
consideration. 

^i. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps will the Government take when on account 
of unrestricted export from a surplus district that district itself will be 
turned into a deficit district? 

Tht Hon’biO Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY1 I do not anticipate that there 
will ever be so much export from any district as to turn it into a deficit 
district, but if it ever does happen, then Government will take steps to 
reimburse that district with any foodgrains in its possession. 
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Prioe of rioo in Ooloutti, Dwitipur ond CtMUidpur on oorUin dtloo* 

•154. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’bie Minister in charge 
of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing the price of rice as stood-— 

(a) on 15th of March, 1943, 

(b) on 30th of March, 1943, 

(c) on 30th of April, 1943, 

(d) on 30th of May, 1943, and 

(e) on 15th of June, 1943, 

in Calcutta, Dinajpur and ChandpurP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A statement is laid on the 
Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 164. 

Prices per maund of rioe on the following dates. 


(o) 

IMh March, 1043. 


r— 

('oarso 

... -A. 

Modjum. 

— ^ 

Fine. 

Hs. a. p. 

Kb. a. p. 

Hh. a. p. 


Calcutta 

19 0 6 

21 6 3 

23 9 0 

Dinajpur 

12 14 0 

13 6 0 

14 8 0 

Chandpur 

18 0 0 

18 4 0 




(6) 



30th March, 1943. 



r- 

-A. 

\ 


Coarse. 

Medium. 

Fine, 


Rs. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 

Kk. a. p. 

Calcutta 

22 0 9 

24 1 9 

20 1 9 

Dinajpur 

.. 20 0 0 

20 4 0 


Chandpur 

28 12 0 

28 12 0 

29 i2 0 


it) 

30th April, 1943. 



(’oarse. 

Medium. 

Fine. 


R«. a. p. 

Ha. a. p. 

Kb. a. p. 

Calcutta 

21 0 9 

22 8 0 

24 13 9 

Dinajpur 

26 0 0 

26 8 0 

27 0 0 

Chandpur 

34 0 0 

34 12 0 

34 12 0 


(d) 

30ih May, 1943. 



Coarse. 

Medium. 

Fine. 


Rs. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 

Ha. a. p. 

Calcutta 

.. 30 6 0 

32 8 0 

35 8 0 

Dinajpur 

.. 23 0 0 

23 0 0 

24 0 0 


to 

to 

to 


28 8 0 

28 8 0 

29 0 0 

Chandpur 

.. 31 0 0 

32 0 0 



{•) 

16th Juao. 1943. 


Coarae. 

Medium. 

Fine.^ 

R«. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 


Oaknxtta 

.. 32 

0 

0 

33 8 0 

35 

4 

0 

Dinajpur 

.. 29 

0 

0 

29 8 0 

30 

0 

0 

C^uuidpur 

81 

4 

0 


32 

0 

0 
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Mling of riot in Hooghly-Chinoun Munioipal ana* 

MS5i Mr. RADHANATH DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department he j)lea.sed to state whether it is a fact 
that some quantity of rice is l)eiiig sold within the Hooghly-Chinsura Muni- 
cipal area hy one Mr. J). N. Mandal from different shops ^ 

{h) If so, will the Jlon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(t) the said Mr. Mandal is one of the selected agents for supplying rice 
belonging to Ooverment at controlled rate; and 
(it) it is a purely private enterprise? 

(c) If the answer to (h)(/) is m the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) whether there is an> agency to check the accounts of the different 
shop; and 

(it) the arrangement made to inspect their work? 

(rl) Will the lion’ hie Minisier 1)0 pleased to state whether any complaints 
against tlie work of siune of these centres have been received l>y (joverninent ? 
(f) If so, what action has Ikhti taken in the matter? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy) : (a) No. Cheap grain .shops have Immmi estahlislied by 

Government. Tin* derailed arrangements for the di'^triluition of ration cards 
to individual hou.se-holders who deserve the grant ot facilities for .i supply 
of rice at concession rates and the seleetion of eentres liave hemi (entrusted 
to a eominittee of iion-ofHcials, witli Mr. 1). N. Mondul at tlreir head. 

(h) No. 

(r) (/) Does not arise. The eonsolidated account of the shops i.s checked 
periodically i)y local officers. 

(n) There are arrangeinentH for the insiHu tion of shops by local officers, 
(r/) Local officers have received two formal complaints alaiut the rudeness 
of some of the salesmen and favouritism in the matter of issue of some ration 
cards. 

(e) Emiuiries have been made but the allegations have been found ti> be 
highly exaggerated. It may he noted that the distributors are all honorary 
workers, and no margin of ju'ofit whatsoever is allowed to an\ of them. 

Rtquisition of paddy and rice by Government under Defence of India Rules. 

M56. Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the ('ivil Supidies Department he pleased to state 

(a) wdiat quantity of rice and wheat was confiscated by Government as 

^ anti-hoarding measure from April 1, 1943; and 

(b) how they were distributed or disposed of? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawart^): («) Government did not confiscate any wheat or rice. The 
following quantities of rice and paddy were, however, requisitioned under 
the Defence of India Rules; — 

(i^ Rice — 528,853 maunds. 

(n) Paddy— 716,888 maunds. 
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(6) Requisitioned stocks were acquired and distributed as follows: — 

(f*) Small quantities by sale in the open market. 

(i%) Throu^^b controlled shops or approved distributors for sale to the 
public at subsidi.sed rates varying from Rs.lo to Rs.lG per 
maund. 

(m) For di.stribution as gratuitous relief 
In payment of test relief works. 

(r) For movement to other districts. 

hi) Small (juantities by way of supplies to priorities like jails, the 
Police, A.R.P. and Government employees’ shops. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon'bh* Mini.*iter be jilea'^ed t«) ,**tiite at 
what prices the rice and p.iddy were rcquKitioinnl r' He stated that they 
were .sold to the jniblic at snbsidist‘d iati‘'.. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: At subsidised rates varying from 
Rs. IT) to Rs. Hi. 

Mr. A. F. STARK : I want to know at what rates were the jiaddy and 
rice requisitioned there. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The rates were nmch higher than 
the subsidised lates. biH 1 cannot give \ou the exact prices at which they 
were reijuisitiorKHl 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to state what 
was the ])riii('ij)le used h\ (ioveininent in deciding on the rates to he paid 
foi' rice and ])add\ i eijiiisit ioned ^ 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Generally pnct‘s were paid at the 
inaiket rate by Governinenl , hut cost and other things were taken into 
consideration h\ Governnient while making ])a>nient oi the priei*. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hh Minister 
he plea.sed to state \slielher price <d' nee seized h\ Governimuit has been 
paid to the resjiective people from whom it was reijiiisitiomnl 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. it has heen paid 

Proffteerifig made by sugar and kerosene oil permit-holders in Mulagram 

Union of Tippera. 

M57. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (//) Will the HonTde Minister in 
charge of the (ivil Supplieg Department he pleased to state whether the 
people of the Mulagram Union, poliee-.station Kasha in the district of Tippera, 
submitted a petitimi to the Suhdivisional Gfficer, Hrahiiianheria, Tippera, 
on 27th August, 194‘1, by registered post drawing his attention t<^ - 

(i) the jirofiteering made h> the sugar perniit-lndders of the wnuni^ and 

(ii) the inadequate supply of kerosene oil ami its irregular distribution? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether an.y local enquiry into the matter has heen made 
so far P 

(c) If no enquiry has been made, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to, 
state the reason thereof P 

(d) Is it a fact that the President of the union and a Government office 
realised Rs.25 and R8.20 on 23rd August, 1943, and 10th August, 19 
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respectively, ia presence of some leading gentlemen of the union from the 
sugar permit-holders and encouraged profiteering? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state the quantity of sugar 
received by sugar permit-holders in each consignment. 

Nawabzacia K. NASARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon'bie Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy) : (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Voluntary subscriptions were realised by the President of the Union 
from all well-to-do persons in the locality for the maintenance of a free gruel 
kitchen. One Jogesh Pal, a sugar permit-holder, appears to have paid a 
donation of 118.25. No payment appears to have been made by any other 
sugar i)€rmit-holder in the locality. There was no encouragement of 
profiteering. 

(e) The quantities of sugar issued to sugar permit-holders in the union 
during the months of September and October were as follows : — 

(i) Jogesh Pal — August, 2 bags; OctolK*r, lu»,gs. 

(it) Nurul Islam Bhuiyan — ►September, 4 bags; October, 4 bags. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the HonTde Minister be 

pleased to state whether any receipt was granted to Mr. Jogesh Pal? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state who actually made the enquiry? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: The Subdi visional Otticer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 

pleased to toll us whether he examined any persons? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: 1 suppose' he did. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us whether the petitioner who actually made the allegations 
was examined also? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH; I want notice. 

Number of deaths from starvation in Rangpur distriot. 

M58. Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to stnte the number of 
persons who died in the district of Ttangpur in 194t3 from starvation due to 
scarcity of supply of food ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 
8uhrawardy): Four hundred and forty-six deaths caused by starvation 
were reported during the period of scarcity in 1943. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state what is the period of scarcity meant by this answer? 

Mr. ABDULLA»AL MAHMOOD: Generally it has been counted from 
July to December, 1943. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state what is the source of his information? 
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Mr. ABDULLA'AL MAHMOOO: Information has been received from 
.the local authorities. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House what he means by local authorities P 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: District Magistrate. 

Damage foodstuffs sold by Govemmont 

•159. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that from time to time damaged foodstuffs are being sold by the Govern- 
ment Department of Civil Supplies, either by public auction or otherwise P 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing the total quantity of each kind of such damaged food- 
stuffs like (1) rice, {2} atta, (3) flour, (4) dal, (5) sugar sold by the 
Government — 

(i) by the issue of o[>eu tender, 

(it) by public auction, and 

(Hi) by other means 

from January, lfM3, up to 15th January, 1944? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on the rjth danuarVj 1944, the 
Controller of Halioning, Calcutta, issued a public notice notifying sale by 
public auction oi damaged foodgrains in the following quantities: — Hire 
24? maunds, dal 51 maumis, and atta 178 maunds? 

(d) If the answer to (c) i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) how these foodgrains became damaged; and 

(ii) w'ho is resjKinsible for this sad state of affairs? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Buhrawardy): (a) Damaged foodstuffs mixed up together for use us fodder 
have been sold by Government by public auction only once until now. 


(h) (t) Nil. 

Md. 

sr. 

ch. 

(ti) Rice 

.. 226 

8 

8 

Atta 

.. 98 

21 

0 

Flour 


Nil 


Dal 

.’ .’ 37 

25 

0 

Sugar 

,. 10 

29 

0 


(m) Nil. 
(c) Yes. 


(d) (t) By heavy showers in transit and also by climatic conditions. 
In handling, a certain quantity usually gets damaged in course |time. 
The quantity damaged in the present case is not more than half per cent, 
of the total quantity handled. The usual proportion allowed by the trade 
is 3 per cent, of the quantity handled. 

(ti) Such slight damage is inevitable in any business in foodgrains; no 
individual can therefore be held responsible. 
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Rulai for oonfisoation of iiacfdy by Govonmient. 

M60. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI; {<n Will the 
Jlon'ble Mininter iu charge of the Civil Sup})Iies Department be pleased to 
jttate — 

(i) the riileH under which confiHration of paddy is made; and 
(u) the (jiiantity of paddy that may be kept by the producers for their 
consumfdioD ? 

(h) Is the Tlon’l)le Minister consideririf;: the desirability of widely pub- 
Jishiii;! the ru]('s oi confiscation y 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): Confiscatinn, I.c., apprf)priatioTi of stwks without 

])a.vinent <»f any cfuiijieiiMition, is a jienulty which can only be ordered by a 
court of law in cases wlien an offender is prosecuted for a contravention of 
tbe Food^rains (Vmtrol Order, or the IJeni^Ml Essential Foodjfrains 

Possession and Stora/^Ce Order, 11)44. 

{?») No limit has lw*eri laid doTvn in the ease of producers in respect of 
their own produce. 

th) In view of the answer to in)(i), publicity does not appear to be 
necessarv. 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY ; Supplementary question, 
Sir, Kpn 60 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : fw. ^ I 
Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY ; 

Hon’ble Minister Sftil 

r- c<p>isp^r%3 CTrtdv Tz'utr^ 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Sir, 1 cannot understand the question 

Mr. SPEAKER : | 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : (^q <ft^T 

Hon’ble Minister-pir ^ 

^fTisrtr ozm fV ^ ^rfr -stri ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Hon’ble Minister 

iTt^CT-^ issue ^1 I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER : irt-t-tsTm tf»J- ^ ^ 0^ cSfivs | 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : answer,! (a) {u)c3 

tOTCf <ftr=rH CO ^*14 

^ ^ pR Jt'. D. O. (?f;? c>Tt?‘C’F>r C^T34l ^ sij^ 

Hon’ble Minister »rtC5'r44 

^ ? 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD : <T>r »nrci ^ ^ ] 
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KInn Bahadur HAdI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : ^ 

9 !^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Or.ler, .mler. 

Khan Bahadur HAdl BAD! AHMED CHOUDHURY : :qtf^ Uon’ble 

Minister of Civil Siipplyc^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER : .ij I Plcsse sit down. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : la it a fact that otir hotiourahle friend 
iiiformeil the Governraent about the proaecutioii i 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is no supplement ary question. 

Alleged caning of a ohaukidar by Additional Relief Offloer of BhagwaniHir. 

M61. Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: u/i Will the ilon bie 
Minister in rhai^^e of the Heveniie Department b<‘ pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that on the TJth .Inly, 1943, the Additional Relief Officer of 
Bha^trwaiipur, Etna and Potaslquir. caned Huradhun Hera, the cbaiikidar of 
Union No. lli, liecause he reported a few eases of death from starvation P 

(h) If the answer lo is in the uffiniiative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to slate the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (u) No. ' 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that tbe ('liauknlai uas 
beaten P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: I have already said 
“no”. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Did uii>bod\ coniidain about the 
alle^nnl caning' of the (’liaukidarP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (iovernment have no 
such information. 

Retirement or death of Lino Operators in the Bengal Government Press. 

•162. Mr. A, M. A. ZAMAN: ia) Will the floirble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department he plea.sed to state whether it is a fact (hat the 
Lino 0{)erator8 of the llengal Governraent Pre.ss either die or retire before 
they reach the [tension j>eriod? 

(h) If so, will the lloii’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(r) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased lo state — 

(i) when the Linotype Department of the Dengal Government Press 
was started ; 

(it) how many operators retired with pension .since the starting of the 
* department; 

(iit) how many retired on raedical ground ; 

(iv) how many died during their service period; and 

(v) how many oiierators who began their service with the start of the 

department are still in service? 
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{d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
f!on8iderin.g- the desirability of granting full pension to Lino Operators before 
tliey have completed the presrribed i)eriod of service? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in oharge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulei Chandra Coeivanii): (a) No. 

(b) , (d) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) ( 1 ) 1914. 

(n), (m) and (v) Nil. 

(iv) Three. 

Ordinance II of 1S42 and appeal of Bengal Government to Privy Counoil. 

M62A. (Short Notice.) Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal have appealed to 
(he rri\\v Council against the concurrent decisions of the High Court and 
the Federal Court against the validity of some sections of Ordinance II of 
1942 otherwise called the Special Courts Ordinance? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 
(0 the present Ministry was consulted in this matter; and 
(ii) the present Ministry considered it desirable to file the appeal? 

MINISTER in chargo of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(Answert to which were laid on the table) 

Shortage of live-stock. 

S7. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Dejmrtment be pleased to state 
whether Government are aware that great difficulty is being felt in various 
parts of the Province, particularly in rural art'as, for the want of suitable 
quality and number of live-stock, specially cows, bullocks and buffaloes, 
for milking purposes as well as for agricultural work and transport? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the nffinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any attempt has been made to ascertain the 
reasons for this shortage and to remedy the situation? 

(c) Is it a fact that during the last few months live-stock from rural 
areas are being steadily sold out at high prices and are being taken to 
unknown destinations? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of Bihar have, 
in view of similar situation happening there, issued orders prohibiting the 
sale or removal of prime cows and buffaloes and calves and bullocks of 
certain ages from the Province? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, 
the Obvernment of Bengal have taken or projwse to take in order to prevent 
the denudation of rural Bengal of necessary supply of cattle and buffaloes 
in future? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hoeain)i 

(a) Yes. Government are aware that in certain areas considerable difficulty 
is being experienced in getting suitable cattle both for cultivation and 
transport and also milch cows. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Government are aware that in rural areas the prices of cattle have 
abnormally risen, but I have no information that they are being taken to 
unknown destinations. 

(d) No, but an inquiry is being made of the Government of Bihar. 

(e) Yes. Action is being taken. 

The honourable member’s attention is invited to the answer given to 
clause (b) of unetaned question No. 57 on the 28th February, 1944. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what action has been taken since the 28th February. 1944, when in 
reply to an unstarred question (No. 57 1 assurance was practically given 
that the matter was receiving the urgent attention of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 
Government has sanctioned a liberal grant for advancing loans for the 
purchase of cattle by the agriculturists and they are also currying on 
negotiations with the Bihar Government for permitting some plough cattle 
to be imported into Bengal. They are also considering whetlier in Bengal 
they should not declare one^or two meatless days in a w^eek ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is it a fact that we are obtaining some 
livestock from Australia? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the present Governor 
is helping to get livestock from Australia? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to a newspaper report to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No. 

Mr. J0QE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount of loan that is being given to help the 
purchase of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

50 lakhs of rupees have been sanctioned immediately. We are also going 
to sanction a further amount for importing cattle from Bihar. 
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Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to stfjte what steps are being taken by the Government to check 
the abnormal rise in the price of cattle 'r' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

The rise was due to dearth or scarcity. Government have not taken any 
step to control the price. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amount is going to be given to each cultivator and 
if it is enough to purchase one head of cattle or a quarter of a head of a 
cattle H 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN; 

Our instruction is that on an average Its. lot) will be given to each individual 
cultivator. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why the Government of Bengal is making an enquiry 
of the Government of Bihar? Have they any definite policy behind it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to question (r/), namely, 
is tl»e Hon’hle Minister aware that the (Jovernment of Bihar have, in view 
of similar situation happening there, issued orders |)rohibiting the sale or 
removal of prime cows and buffaloes and calves and bullocks of certain ages 
from the province, the answer is, no. I want to know as to why then an 
enquiry is being made of the Government of Bihar? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

I am sorry the answer, as it was drafted long y^^o, is not quite eorre('t At 
that time tlie eiu]uiry was not tinished, hut now that th(‘ enquir\ has been 
finished the reply is, "Yes, some such oideis have been passed by the 
Ooverunieiit of Bihar." 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Government be pleased to 
stut(‘ whether (iovernment have an\ intention to make an Ordinance or an> 
such like thing to prohibit (be sale or removal of prime* cow.> aiiel buffaloes 
and calves and bullocks of certain ages from the juovince? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

Government are seriou.sly considering the matter, and, as I have already 
said, they arc contemplating taking some such action. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Do (iovernment propose to take steps to control 
the price of plough cattle to he imported from Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

The question of importation of cattle does not yet arise because Bihar has 
put a ban on it and therefore we cannot get cattle from there. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Do I not uiider.staud from the reply of the Hon'ble 
Minister that he was going to import plough cattle from Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We are only negotiating with the Government of Bihar to lift the ban in 

our favoTir. 
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Distribution of standanl oioth. 

es. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: <<i) Will the 
Hon’ble Miuis>ter iu charge of the Civil Supplies Depurtnieuf he pleased to 
statft— 

(i) the present p<x^itioii of the standard cloth iu Bengal; and 
(n) whether any such cloth has been distributed anywhere in Bengtil? 

(b) If the answer to {a) (n) is in the atfinnative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing district by district — 

(i) the number ot pieces of cloth distributed; and 
(ii) the agents appointed for the purjK)8er^ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been 
adopted in selecting — 

(i) the districts; and 
(it) the j:)er8ons 

for receiving the standard cloth for sale? 

The H0fl»ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) (i) 179 08 million yards 
of standard cloth have la^en allotted to Bengal by the Ontral (fovernment 
up to the end of January’, 1944. Out of this quantity orders have btM?n 
hooked by the Textile Commissioner with the mills for l‘i9-44 million yards. 
48*07 million yards have been actually received up to the llith February 
last. The cloth receivt'd has Wn de.spatched or programmed for despatch 
to all the districts of the Province 

(//) Yes; in every district in Bengal. 

{h) ii) Figuics regarding actual distribution iu districts are not readily 
available. It estimated that a total of alK)ut IVJ million yards has l)een 
distributed up to date. 

in) Betail flisti’ihutois have been selected from amongst haal Uidies 
(District Hoartls. Municquilitie'., Tnion Boards), reputable charitable institu- 
tions and reliahh' dealei.*- Supplies have also Iwmmi made available to large 
employers lor distribution to thtor low jmid employees. 

(r) (?) Allocation to distriut.s is made on a population Iwisis. 

(??) Tn/r answer to (h) (it). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hlc Ministei be pleased 
to .state when the tfitul allotted (|uantit\ ot standard cloth, namely, 179 tl8 
million yaids are likely t<» be ac'tu.allv received Ifv this prffvince and flistri- 
buted in the rural areas? 

Mr« ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 179 08 million yards of standard 
cloth 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The figures are then*. Let me make 
the question clear. The point is that 17908 million yards of standard cloth 
have been allotted to Bengal by the Central Uovernment, and again.st that 
so far only 48'07 million van)*' have been actually received up to the I'^Oh 
February last, and so far the Government have got tlie orders hooked only 
up to 129 44 million yards. Now, my question is, when can we expect the 
allotnient'of Bengal to arrive in Bengal and distributed in the rural areas? 

Mr. ABOULLA*AL MAHMOOD S Every effort is being made to 
expedite the arrival of the allotted quantity, but it depends entirely on the 
Government of India. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the actual reason for this great disparity between the allot- 
mant order and the actual arrival? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Difficulties of transport. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government of Bengal have actually requisitioned the neces- 
sary conveyances for the transport of standard cloth to this province? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: It rests absolutely with the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
reply to a question regarding transport facilities in the matter of move- 
ment of foodgrains in Jessore district, the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
War Transport, Government of India, has stated that the Government of 
Bengal never requisitioned for such transport? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: The Government of Bengal is taking 
every step to have it expedited. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have asked a specific question. 
If the honourable member is not competent enough to answer, let the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge withdraw the authority given to him and let 
him himself reply. My question is, whether the difficulty of transport that 
has been ascribed to is as a result of any laches on the part of the Govern- 
ment of Ilengal for not having requisitioned for transport facilities? 

Mr. ABDULLA«AL MAHMOOD: There has been no laches on the 
part of the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale whether necessary transport w’as at ail re([uisitioned ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: All neces sary steps have been taken. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my question has not been replied 

Mr. SPEAKER; Di. Sanyal, you are intelligent enough to understand 
the position. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, Sir, I have not understood because 
cn a previous occasion the Hon'ble Minister had himself said that with 
regard to Jessore paddy there was difficulty in transport because transport 
was not available. But that has been contradicted by the Government of 
India. So, I am now asking whether in this particular case the Government 
of Bengal had actually requisitioned the necessary transport? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The local Government cannot 
requisition ; they have written to the Government of India for giving 
transport facilities. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how has the distribution of the standard cloth in the wholesale as 
well as in the retail market of Calcutta and mofussil been arranged? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOgO: Sir, how does this question arise? 
It has been stated in repljr^(^)(ff^ tkat retail distributors have been selected 
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from amongst local bodies Boards, Municipalities, Union Boards), 

reputable charitable institutions and reliable dealers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that although tenders were invited for arranging the 
wholesale stocking and di*itribution of standard cloth and in reply to those 
invitations for tender there were n*})uted Bengali dealers who offered to work 
at only 1 per cent, in view of the cloth famine in Bengal, but the distribu- 
tion work has been entrusted to a Marwari firm at more than '2 per cent.i* 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The work <if vvludesale distribution 
was entrusted to the (’entral (o-operative Bank and other Banks and other 
reputable firms. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are the parties.^ 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 cannot say offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the lIonT)Ie Minister be pleased 
to state if the wholesale distribution was to be done by open tender.^ 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Tenders were called for. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What were the rates for open tender F 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 cannot say offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fait that a certain firm offered 
to work at i per cent. l)ut aelualls the woik was entrusted to a party at 
more than 2 i)er cent. Y 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 want notue. 

Requisition of rice stock of rice mills. 

69. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the llon’lde Minister in 
(’liarge of ilie ( ivii Supplii's Department he pleased to state whetlier an> 
circular has Uhuj i.-^sued by the (joveinment for eommunileering at lea.st 2.) 
per cent, of the trading .stocks of all nee mills and dealers in rice and paddy in 
Bengal Y 

(h) if the aiiswei to {a) is in the afiiniiutive, will the llon'ble Minister 
he pleased 1o state how do the (jovernmeut propose to dispose of such food- 
graiUsF 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Ui) Yes 

{h \ Stocks so requisitioned \\ere sold retail to the poorer Hoctions of the 
people either through dej)eii<lahh* dealers or through (fovernriient t ontrollMd 
Shops, at tlie rate of Rs.lo per maund for nee and its. 9 per mauiid for jiaddy. 
Stocks in exces.s of local leiiuiremeiiis were held in reseive for movement to 
and sale in deficit area.s, or for ii'<e in relief kitchens or for dispensing a.s 
gratuitou.s relief. 


Complaints against persons conducting searches in oonneotion with anti- 

hoarding drive. 

70. Khan Bahadur A. M. L. RAHMAN: ta) Will the llonTde Minister 
in charge of the Civil Siqiplies Deirartment lie jdeustMi to state whether tbo 
Government have received any complaint from any person or jierKons from 
anywhere in the Pnoince against the eimii ud of p ersoim eunduef ing ><‘arches 
during the anti-hoarding drived 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(/) what is the nature of these complaints; and 

(u) what action has been taken by the Government on these complaints? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Yes; a few have been 
received. 

(6) (i) The complaints alleged that members of search parties had — 

(1) not paid due respect to places of worship and the privacy of indivi- 

dual dwelling places, 

(2) recorded stocks in excess of those which actually existed, 

(3) been partial to some merchants and discriminated against others, 

(4) demanded money for minimising stocks and when these demands 

were refused, recorded stocks higher than the actual, 

(5) suppressed 50 per cent, of the stocks in some localities. 

(ii) These complaints were enquired into by the Subdivisional Officers 
and found to l»e baseless and untrue. 

Condition of pooplo of salino^ffeoted aroas of Contai and Tamiuk subdivisions. 

71. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge oi the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that— ■ 

(t) high death rate prevails in the sabiKvall'ected areas of Contai and 
Tamiuk subdivisions of the Midnapore district; and 

(ti) there has been no paddy crop in many parts of the saline-ail'ected 
aieu this year? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps taken or projnised to be taken by the Govern- 
ment to stop the rate of mortality from starvation and epidemics? 

{(') Will the llon’ble Minister \h> pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing up to dati" from January, 1943, under each of the following heads — 
(i) dn>wning, (u) hoime collaiwe, (ai) star\ation, ur) cholera, (r) malaria, 
(n) other diseases; — 

(1) the numlier of deaths in the \illages Sar.sa, Paikbar, |kj 1 ice-station 

Contai, Kalindi, jKilice-station Ramnagar, lialudbari ami 
Kamarda, |Kdice-station Kliedgree, Contai subdivision, and Gar 
(diakrabeiia, |)olice-station Namiigram, Tamiuk subdivision; and 

(2) number of iH*o])le still living in the above villages? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (<!)(/) The ileath rutt* is not rejiorted to be 
high at present. 

(u) The juiddy crop has lx»en poor in some parts of the coastal areas this 
year, some land not having lieen planted out. 

(5) In order to prevent deaths from staiwation, gratuitous relief in the 
form of dry doles is being continued in the coastal belt unions of the Contai 
and Tamiuk subdivisions. The sick and homeless destitutes are being 
sheltered, fed and given medical aid in Poor Houses and Destitute Homes, 
(if which there are 43 in these two subdivisions. 
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With a view to preventiug deaths from ejMdeinics, 17 Emergency Camp 
Hospitals and (I Military Hospitals for destitute juitients have been function- 
jn^ in the two sulHliviaious of Contai and Tamluk for rendering medical relief, 
in addition to the exivsting disiJen.saiios and hospitals. The Health Staff 
of the District Ih^ard and the men deputed by the Public Health Department 
have Ix^eii caining on incH ulutions and vaccinations on a very extensive 
scale, parti(*ularly in the coastal Indt areas. 

(r) (1) Since January, IIMJ. there have been no deaths from drowning or 
house collapse. Figures relating to deaths due to the other causes are not 
readily available. 

(2) The information cannot be supjdied us there has been no village 
census lately. 

Applications for leave of absence. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir. I beg to iiiov(‘ (hat tlii^ Assembly 
do pcniut Ml SaiMl Chandra Ho‘'C. repres«‘nliiig ('ahoitta (South) (MUieral 
( Oust It ii(*iic\ to ]»(' absent foi the perioil frruii the Mih SejOembcr, 
till tin* iMid of the prc'-eiit si-vs|(,n tor a Inch In* tind.s that he is unable to 
attend meetings of (be Ass(>mb!\ 

Tbe motion ^\a^ then put and agreed to. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr, Speakei. I lieg to move that this 
Assembl) do permit M(‘>'«r-'. Pratu) t'hamlra tianguly, Jnanenilra Chandra 
Maiumdai', I\ha;»endi.i Nath Das (iupt.i, N ihareinhi Dul l-Ma/umdai and 
S.it\apri\a Ibmerjoe. lopie^imtin^ 1‘iasl Hencal Miinieijial (IJencral). 
M \ meiisingli Last ((icnefal). .I.(!|»aigun t mu SiligUN (deneial), Banai’k- 
pote ( K(‘}.Msi<‘t ed Lactone>) Lacloi\ and Collier\ Lahoiii ) and Itajshuhi 
(licnmali Const it neneies f«*spreti\<d\ to be absent for the pmiod trom (In* 
dth -lul). till the end of the piesrnt srssion inr which they find (hut 

l}ic\ are unable to attend meetings (d (bo Assembly, 

llic motion was tlien put and agreed to. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir, I beg to move that tins Assfmbl\ 
do jieimit Dr. Suresh Cbandia Itamojee n-pie.sentmg Cah'ulta and Suburiis 
( Uegistered L.Ktoiiesi (Fac(or\ and Colliery laiboin ) Const itueiicy to be 
absent tor tbe peiiod from the Idlli Sejitemboi, LMd, till tin* end of the 
ju’esent .session tor which he finds th.it he is unable to atleml meetnigs oi 
tiio A‘'sembi\ , 

Tile motion wa.H then put and agieml to. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK Sir. I heg to move that this Assernblv 
do jiennil Me>si> Silinath Hanerjee, Nikunpi Behaiy Maiti »nd Iswar 
Chamira Mai, representing Howrah tHegistered Lacfone.st (Lacloi\ and 
t ollierv Labour), Mnlnapore South Ka.^t ((bmer.il; and Midnajrorc South 
W(*s( (tieneral) ('onstitueiicies respe{‘tivel\ t(j be absent for the piniod from 
the dth July. lf)4d, till the end ot the present session for wliich they firnl 
that tliey arc uuable to attend nieetingH f»f tin* Assembly. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUl Mr. Speaker, Sir, before this matter 
IS put to the vote, may I ask the Hon’ble Home Minister one simple (pjeK- 
tion. Has it been decided by (iovernmeut that these fibiejdt members will 
not be allowed to attend this Hewsion of thf Al»embly? 
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Mr. SPEAKER; That is another matter. That does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That arises in this way. We are 
voting' on />rant of leave. I am a.sking- the Home Minister to inform the 
Ifonse wliether these members will not be allowed to attend these meetings 
of the As.sembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that question arises. 

The motion of Mr. Ashulosh Mulliek that “Thi.s As.sembly do permit 
Messrs, Sibnnth Banerjee, Nikunja Behari Maiti and Lswar Chandra Mai, 
representing Howrah (Registered Factories) (Factory an<l Colliery Jjabour), 
Midnui)ore South East (General) and Midnapore South West (General) 
Constituencies respectively to be ab.sent for the period from the oth July, 
11143, till the end of the present session for which they find that they are 
unable t(j attend meetings of the Assembly’^ was then put and agreed to, 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that this Assembly do 
permit Mr. L. T. Maguire and Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abidur Reza Chow- 
dhury representing Anglo-Indian and Chandpur West (Muhammadan) 
(/onstituencies re.speotively to be absent for the period from the 14th 
September, 11)43, till the end of the present Session for which they find 
that they are unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr Spi ‘akt*r, Sir, in thi.s conn(‘ction I 
heg to suhniit 

Mr. SPEAKER: No subm i.^siou, there is nothing before the House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; On a point ot ])iivi1ege, jnivilege of all 
the memhers concerned, that section of the Govennnent of India Act, 

ll)3r>, deals willi llh'.se leave apjilications and the rules made tliereniider. 
Ml'. Sp(*aker, Sir, ma\ I diaw \oui attention to the deei''ion givt'n h\ the 
S]K*ak(‘r oi the Oiis.sa House on this jioini that the members \sho aie detain- 
ed in jail without trial against tlndr will whether the\ aie to a^k for leave 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Roy, Aoii are discussing a matter which is not 
before the House at all. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; It is on a }>oint ot privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a point of privilege. You are, I am afraid, 
contusing a <iuestion ol }>rivilege. It is not a privilege that each and every 
member i'nj(»>s. You are diseussing a ]>nvilege of si>me members in jail. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: So far as your last observation is 
coiK'ei ned tbosn members wdio are in jail cannot raise motions of privilege 
so far as it affects them. It is the ^irivilege of i»ther members to demand 
and to maintain the privilege of other members. 

Mr. SPEAKER : There is no doubt about it. I am not giving a ruling 
that \ou eaniiot raise a point of pri\ilege that attaches to each and every 
incMiiher of this House. That is not my ruling. 1 nevt‘r intended to say 
that. Besides what I wuint to impress upon you is that it is a very serioua 

mill ter and a very imiH^rtant matter and it is no use making a point like this 
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Presentation of Authenticatod Supplementary Sohedules of Expenditure. 
The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, in 
pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section (2) of section 80 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, I beg to lay before the Assembly a Supplementary 
Schedule of authorized expenditure for 1941-42 authentieaied by the signature 
of His Excellency the Governor under sub-section {!) of section 80 read 
with section 81. 

Mr. Speaker, in pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section (2) of 
section 80 of the Government of India Act, I beg to lay before the Assembly 
a Supplementary Schedule of authorized expenditure for 1948-44 authenti- 
cated by the signature of His Excellency the Govermn' under sub-section (/) 
of section 80 read with section 81. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

37— Education— General. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. on the recomnuoulation 
of His Excellency tlu‘ Goverio^r 1 beg to move that a sum of Hs. I,82,78,(HH) 
be granted lor cxi)endi( ure umltu the head “87 -EduealKm — (ifoieral'’. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, I beg to mov(‘ that the demand 
of Its 1 ,82, 78, out) f(H expemlituie under tlu‘ liead “87 --Education- General'’ 
be reduced by Hs. ]0(l I move this to rai.se a discussion about — 

(/) tlie failure of th(‘ Government to givt* relict to the tiMcliers of the 
sec'ondary schools who have been ver\ much aflec1(*d 1)\ famine; 
(?'/) the inadecjuacy of demand as to grant. s to non-Go\ ernmeni 
Se(‘ondaiy Stdiools; 

(ill) inadecjuacv oi the demand as to giant foi dev(‘lopmeiit of primary 
education ; 

(iv) failure of the Governimuit lo make ade(|uat(* piovision for repair 
and reconstruction of the piimar\ sclund huildings imist of which 
have gone out oi order; 

(r) failure of the Government t(» giv<* n*li<‘f to tin* piimar\ sclnad 
tcacliers throughout the Hrovince of H(*ngal who have been 
seriously afteeted by the abnf>rmal rise in the prices <ii evi-ryday 
necessaiies of life; 

(cm the failure of the (iovernment to give relief to the ]H»or students 
who have been badi\ aflected by the famine; 

(vn) General ]*oli(y ot Education; and 

(rui) the expenditure of Scheduled <!aste Education Fund — its inade- 
quacy, its method of expenditure, non-utilisation of that small 
fund. 

Sir, tins motion deals w’itli eight topics. I shall now go into item 
^0- first with regard to the expenditure of Scheduled Caste Education 

fund — its inadequacy, its method of expenditure, non-ulilisaticm of that 
small fund. 

Sir, this is a matter which, 1 think, is one of utmost importance, 
lou are aware that in the province of Bengal there are about one 
crore of Scheduled Caste Hindus. I am not in favour of the expression 
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“Sche(Iul«3 Castes”, but, after all, in order to give expression to my views, 
I have to use that expression. I shall speak of Scheduled Castes but there 
are otlH*r nlas.ses not ineludivl in the Scheduled Castes though they are 
economical ly and educationally the ino.st backward communities. So, Sir, 
1 shall only deal with the education of those classes who are economically 
and educationally mo.st backward. Of these one crore of people who are 
socially suppressed, economically most backward and educailonally also 
most backward, not even 1 per cent, is literate. For the.se hackwaid people 
special consideration must he given. AV'hat have Government been doing? 
(iovernment have allotted a magnificent sum of Ks. 5 lakhs. But, Sir, a 
sum of Us. f) lakhs was allotted also in the year 1942. If you refer to page 
277 of the Blue Book, Sir, you will find that in the year 1942-43 a sum of 
Rr. 57,428 was spent under the head “Stipends to Pupils”. When you 
reinemher the number of Scheduled Castes people in this province, when 
you remember the backwardness of these men, this amount is totally 
inadequate. In my district, Sir, the appalling condition of the scheduled 
caste ]>eople is indeed deplorable. I liave got before my mind a picture of 
the condition of cobblers, most of whom are Scbedulerl Castes. They are 
specially backward. 1 have noticed. Sir, that in the villages which are 
inhabited by cobblers there is not a single primary school, or if there is a 
school it is located fur from the area which is inhabited by these people, with 
the result that no primary education is being imparted to them. This is the 
condition. Sir, in areas of my district, which are iniiahited by cobblers. I 
would like to draw the special attention of Government to the condition of 
those cobblers. They require not only general edui’ution hut also technical 
education. 1 do not know% Sir, w'hether you are aware that during the last 
famine about 5(1 pur cent, of the the pwple have died. Not only cobblers hut I 
also sj)(?ak of the fisherman class of my district, and that i.s, I believe, the 
condition throughout the province. I have seen, Sir, that in areas which 
are inhabited by illiterate people Government help does not reach them. It 
is only nou-otUcial help whit'h they gel. 75 per cent, of the fisherman class 
liave died out of starvation. There is no provision for them. I submit, Sir, 
that this class re(|uires special treatment at the hands of (jovernment. Then, 
Sir, it is said that in the year 1943-44 under the head “Stipends to Pupils” 
a inagiiificeut sum of Us. 92,090 has been spent; under tlie head “(Iraiits- 
in-uid” a sum of Hs. 1,37,000 has been spent ; wliile under the liead “Scholar- 
ships” not a single pice was spent. Theie was no expenditure of even a 
single pice under the head “Scholarships" in the year 1942-43 also. In the 
year 1944-45 the amount provided for these people is Us. 18,000 only; under 
“Graiits-iu-aid” Us, 2,95,249; and under “Stipends to Pupils” Us. 1,70,980. 
These are insignificant amounts. 1 hojic you are aware, Sir, that a portion 
of the amount is allotted for eonslnicting separate hostels for scheduled 
castOvS. This is a thing, Sir, which 1 deplore very much. In my opinion 
there should not he any separate hostels for scheduled caste Hindus. There 
should he hostels and messes for all Hindus and the Scheduled Caste people 
should be allowed to live in the same hostels as the other Hindus. If any- 
body objected to it, they should not he allowed to live there. Of course we 
cannot expect anything better from a political party which is in power today, 
whose policy is to divide and stay and not divide and quit. They want to 
create a division amoncr the Hindus themselves. Not nnlv that l\iit tKe\r 
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want the continuance of British power. So long it was a policy of divide 
and quit, but we find that the present policy is to divide and stay. Sir, 
even today in an article written in the Statesman the same policy of the 
Muslim League party has been advocated, namely, the policy of division 
and continuance of British rule. So. Sir, this is a matter to which I draw 
the attention of Government first of all. 

Then, Sir, I would like to speak on the general policy of edu<'ation. 
What is the amount that lias been budgeted forP It is Bs. 1,82,73,000 
under the head “Education — Geuerar’ — Education for six crore.s of people. 
I submit, Sir, that this amount of ILs. 1,82.73,000 is totally in.sutticient. 
What is the amount spent for this nation-building <iej>artment ? Sir, T 
shall not refer to other countries, but I shall refer to the other provinces 
in India. In Bombay the expenditure per head of the population on this 
nation-building department was IN. 7; in the Punjab it wuis Ks. 5; in 
Madras it was Us. .3-7; in the 1. P, it was Us. 2-10; and in Bengal it W'as 
only 10 annas. That was the position, Sir, in 1038-30. It is a regrettable 
state of aft'airs, and the situation has not improved in any way. On the 
other hand, the situation has probably deteriorated. It is regrettable, Sir, 
that on nation-building department like Education whiih, I think, i.s the 
most important of all only a sum of 10 annas per head should be spent, 
because, Sir, without education there cannot be any improvement in sanita- 
tion, without education there cannot he any improvement in agriculture, 
without education there cannot 1k» any improvement in Public Health. 
Without education, the other iiation-building departments cannot he 
improved, and for that education only Us. 1.82,73,000 has been budgeted 
for six crores of people. Out of .six eiores about five crores are illiterate, 
and for these five crores what amount has been budgeted. It is 
Us. 1,82,73.000. If we take it at Us. 2 crores, it comes to 4 annas per head 
annually. If \ou look at the budget jirovisioiis, Sir, uiu will find that 
much of the money is spent on Insjiectors and other purjioses. There are 
a large number c»f Inspectors, Deputy Inspectors, Assistuiit In.spectors, 
Sub-Ins])ectors. That is llie situation, Sir Then if you analyse the situa- 
tion with regard to primary educutnui \ou will fiinl a worse state of affairs. 

I shall fir*,t draw the atU*ntion of (iovernment to the necessity of primary 
eilucation. 1 <lraw the pointed attention of the Hou'ble Minister in charge 
to the dejilorahle condition of huts and buildings used for primary schools. 

1 do not know. Mr Sjieaker. Sir, if you are aware but if you go to the 
village-. \ou will find that most of the primary .school buildings have gone 
out of order, and still notliing is being sjient on their repair. If the work 
of recomstruction and repair i.s left to the people in general, I am afraid 
nothing will be done and no recoiiNtruction or repair works will be under- 
taken on account of want of funds. That is the position. AV^hen I go to the 
villages 1 find that the condition of a primary m IiooI is now much worse than 
what it was some years back. It has got no w’all, it ha.s got no roof, it has got 
no wiudow.s and it has not got even doors. That is the situation now. How 
many primary schools are really functioning at the momenta Sir, I do not 
know if you are aware that the primary schools are not functioning and that 
the teachers are poorly paid. According to Mr. Sargent the pay of the 
primary school teacher is worse than the pay of a scavenger. The pay of 
a primary school teacher is Us. Hi. Will it be possible for any teacher who 
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draws the magnificent sum of Rs. 16 a month to be able to meet bis expenses, 
especially in view of the very high rise in the prices of all necessaries of 
life? The fact is that the primary school teacher has given up his profession 
and has taken to some other occupation with the result that primary schools 
have practically ceased to exist. I am told by my friend, and it is a fact, 
that even the small pay of Rs. IG is not regularly paid. In this connection, 
Sir, I draw the attention through you of the House to the deplorable condi- 
tion of the constitution of the District School Boards. In the matter of the 
constitution of these boards nepotism prevails. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. DH I RE NORA NATH DATTA: Sir, I want to say a few words 
with regard to secondary schools before 1 resume my seat and no justice 
can be done to this subject within such a short period. You are fully 
aware that an All-Bengal Teachers’ Day was observed on the 1st of August, 
1G43, and on that day there was a meeting in wliich a resolution was jjassed 
to the effect that the teachers should be included as members of the es.sential 
services. The pertinent portion of the resolution reads thus: — “This meet- 
ing of the i(*acherH and j»ersoiis interested in education urges on tlie Govern- 
ment of Bengal to take immediate steps to suj)]>ort tin* non-Government 
schools and colleges recognising teachers as members of essential service 
by grunting to them dearness allowuince and su)>])]ying tliem with foodstuff's 
and standard cloth on the same scale as sanctioned for their own employees 
and also by granting subventions t(> th(‘se institutions for their continued 
existence and projier maintenance”. That was the r(*so]ution wliicli was 
passed on the Ist of August, 1943, at the All-Beugal Teachers' Association. 
The condition of the teachers obtaining on the 1st of Augii.st has not 
improved; on the eontrarv it has deteriorated to a great extent. The All- 
Bengal Teachers’ Association have sent a memorandum to tlie (jovernment 
of Bengal in wdiich among other things they urged most respectfully that 
Government should he pleased to grant suitable dearness allowanee to all 
teaehers of Bengal, to make provisions for sale of foodstuffs and clothes 
to them at controlled prices, to sanction capital grants to schools of those 
places that have been badly affected by air raids, by famine, by cyclone and 
by floods and to prepare a scheme for post-wuir reronstrurtion . This was 
the memorandum which w’as sent to the Government of Bengal, to which 
1 draw' the attention of the Hon’hlc Minister in charge. I want to know 
to what extent they have given effect to the prayers contained in the 
memorandum submitted by the All-Bengal Teachers' As.sociation. 

AVith these few' words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move lhat the demand of 
Rs. 1,82,73,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion about the 
Scheduled Caste e<lucatioii policy of the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Schedule caste education TO <5TO 

C SfYI fCTOI TOvet 4^ TO? C ^ tiTO 



1944 .] 


DEMAND FOE GRANTS. 


J8 

^ ^ TOrfl^T ^ ^S>0S-80 ’TtrsT ’TO TOTfipST 

^0 5lwH Stn, M58o-8t) ’rtc^ ^ TOif^ ^0 twj I Rt*^ 

^'3 O ^ TO TOlf^ ^ *rF TO?t^ I ^ TOW ’llTS 

:)- 5rf (T^'Qin ?r?t, ^ W3 to ?fT:?f|?T tot ?ito fer>n i 

»fl?snr3 a TV fetro ^ 5ir. ttrto v^n 

I 'Vt^ Vf^Utf^TO (Tt 'STJ^ T^tnnr 

TC5J 'il? TTfil^ ^tC^T. C^ f^tf^ (71 TOl VrtTTVTjH f%Ci^ fVJ 
^<n TO TO I TOTO ^ CVtfP (TTHTR «R7 vil^ ^ (TTSTO TO (TTTO 

TO ^ ferTOi ^irfro T 'TOi cron to ^ i 

(iJ^TO #TO vfiPTQ^ TOtTO y'3TO TO TOvt;*t CTO 

TO"^ TO%T! I TO"C^ VUTO (7Tt*l ?ir TO^ffT^ Ot TV Tstn TOl 
TOtW, TOTC&?r CTO TO'4t^ C*?^ TO ^ <4^ a TV ^ recurring 

TOl TOC5 I "Vvf^ ^ ^ “ TV ^tVI recurring <pn TOTf^. (TO i?tTOl 

C^VtTO C^ 1 <4^ 4^ TTO To r^T 5Tfr['3^Tt (71 ^TSPS 

TOr TO C'^tC^. ^TOT 3r1aRvQ:it<r (7T^f% VT 4^?: (TT^f^ ?jf5 TOJ- 
^f5 tpPl*t ^ 51^ policy I ^fiR 9^ (T*! ^ ~ TV i?TV1 

recurring VC-^fVc^^ ^ <7T CVT^ S^TOV^ ^&V (TtSTCT 7C^, 4^* 

cTO TOT^ (TTt^f ^ cTO v«ft^ TOsrdi Sew^ TO i 

<^5TO TOlt TTt^f r^; 3trff^-f(7V ^r331 4^ (t TV iTfl TOsTO (7^*? TOC^ I 

TO TO cTO iwfrl fTotC? TO VT TO ^ TcTO C^TO ??T 1 TO 1 

(71 TV ^ (7^3^ TOf^ TOtC3 T^TO^T 

WTf ^ stipend I ^TOT vfipl'O^ CTTCV^ 

TSfTOVJT 4T iiKHn frvt^ eVTTO^. d TV 6TV1 (Tfr'R, ^4^ 

CTO TO^ (TO I TO TO circular ^irtfir TO TO05 (71 

TatHTTO »> T i r cv ^ T5TO ^ frTO stipend (7ro7n TO I 4^ 

V^ fv V17I TO'^^T TO5 ''TO TTf^ T I 4^ (71 4^ VT? ^3’SI (TfTO (3^1 
TO^, 4 ^ ^rT&TT 4V^ CTOr TO^ TO CV ^ ♦TO T I ( 5 ^rt"T«t^'¥ 

WTf^ Prvt? TOTtVCH 4TO1 VWR TO TO% 4^t VTO ^ 4^ 

TfirlSiir (TTH f|TO ( 'BTtft (TfcTO TO Tftff tff^ CI^O TV i?tTO scheme 

Government '3 Director of Public Instruct ion ij^ VtTTV I 4?^ l?tVtl?l 

^r?rB ^ ?’’ 3 '?n TTCIi ^r^TO Assembly C3 tftf TOl TV TS’TO £^4 i7^'341 7U CVtd 
scheme TO. cTOto 4H TO<5 T I ^ ^ 4^ 4T CVTfP (7TRTO 

ftro 4mt4 CVt4 4 TO 1 scheme ^.T5«f"i7r:'fr4 TOF T TO4 CTO TO'I 
4tTO3 ^TO T. fvcTTS: -^>^54^171'^ TO'? TOt4 7tWt4 tin 474 vIto Special 
Officers appoint TCTO4, fT5tC^ TT4 -aVTO scheme 3^414 TO I 

4^4i^ S f UM TOFT4 scheme <»ir^ '®TO *f?TO, CTO?T £l4l4 ’TotC4 

TtW TO?[ 41 I Irrigation 44* Agriculture f4^^ 4^^t ^IC4V 

scheme 'srt^ I 4ftcv Assemblycj 444 "vAtvv/CVtf', Gl>0 TV TOn 
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Sci <«n 77 (7ff7 Boheme ^ I ^tfV 

^ fVS?? T^TI CTT® ♦ftC^ 71 I Scheme 777H 7’C7 ^'C7 f%7 I 

Scheme ^>5 r C 7 C7*f 'Q 7ff7T 71 ^7t? <tfC7 71 I 

7mi -51^ C7 ^ ~ ^ recurring expenee 771 ?T7- 

%T, 71 <37 CTtff C7fC77 f^7t7 TTV 'TRj TTTfTT, 37 f77 77 7t7 

77, C7^ i?f7f&t’3 Tnr ?7 7f^, ^77 3^ C7 ft 77 &f71 non-recurring 771 5C'IC^ 
7Tf7 71 m fV ^iiC7 I 

Education Department-ij Schedule Caste C7tC77 15t7lt7 TTTTl 1 
‘tJTTl :)alp C7’37T7 771 Service Ratio Rule^ 7t7C73, 

7r%7 ^ (yrm\ tv TI l 3^ BtTftV bTTT 37l& Panel 771 TV | 

Sub-lnupector, Teacher tTofe 5t7ft? CRT 7^ Panel 771 TV, ^77 
^’5* TTfev CTfTT? 7T7 Tf^l (TfTl P^tVlCl^, 7f^ 3-3 

C7D? TtV C7 ^77 7C?7 7^ 777 TC7 I 7^7 ^TI’YTo’Ss 7rrt%7 C7t7 member 

CTtV 7C7 Ttfl 7C77 C77 Schedule Ca«le*i|7 candidate C7'«71 T7 71, ^77 771 
TV suitable candidate 7] ( 

MTs GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move iluit the demand of 
Hh. 1 ,82, 73, ()()() for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
he reduced hv Us. 100. 1 move this to raise a discussion about the failure 

of the Government to introduce free and compulsory primary education in 
all the districts of Bengal. 

Sir, 717 Bengal Asaemblyv 777 *\ 7^7177 $<17 TC7 57CT I 

f7^ 1 5^C77 777 7'!3 C7T7 ai'77T<f7C‘f7 Cst&tf'Tt TCVfst'C'^'f ^1177 7C7T 7\i7F7l 

?Jt7 IR ^jr7 f7C7fTC77 C7 ^tTl Tt^TI C7C7 Pf^l T^TTf? 

'grsn free and compulsory primary education ^7^7 ^77t7 CSh 7f7C77 I 

ir77t7T7C77 education cess frTtR ^7771 cess V71 TTTC^ ! 

'7777 777t7T77 0 ~ ’TVTl OT, TfTTfTTl > ^ ’tVTl f7C7 7tr7 i fV? 7t7C7 77- 
717171:77 TfC^ 77^ ^ 77C^ 7^^•71 07^17 77^ ^ 

tf7^7 T7 TT^ 1 777 Assembly Education Cess Bill ''M T'Tl T7 

^47 3^ T^CT^ 'TtTTl 7C7f^7f7 C7 C7 4%^ 71 Primary fipTl compulsory tR 
C7 7R7f7r7i:77 cess C737f7 C777 CTtf^rT^ Ttt I '^7771 3^ tax 

774'7 ^TTC^ -Tfft 71 I 'TfTTl tax '7Tf|. '7T7'5 C7l'> f7C3 7t^ 

'Tlfr 7ft 3^ tax37 benefit Bf77t7l77 

'TtTTl wrft 7f:7f7 7r77T7T77 'TWto RtTV ^ 7^ ftUfV TfTTS ^ 71, 
CT^TTTT 7T71 ^ftf7t7 ^ ^7 ^47 ftFg advanUge 4tC7R I C7^- 

TTTT 77ft7f7 T3ft7 VRTtTtTCTV 7T7T^5r>[5fT '7T^t77 777^ 71 TR OTft7 ^7 
7t7T74 ftTFm (TfC7 pFl ft-TTV W7T CSPI *triTC7 71 I 7ft 77^ Tt^TI C71 ^ft- 
774 ^ C7C47 37: ^ ^fC77 t5tTC7 C74C77 primary school^flv ^ 

7:4Tt7 S4fTf% CTTfrs a 7R, C^ThS OT C5tJ^ 77 I ^774r 3^ ^77^4- 

firftw W77 W77l7f74 Ttft, TTV THF Tflt ¥7C^ 717 I TtR 
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(?fc4f ?rii ^ jp; ^^twm ^5t?rr«T 

<y^(M TOF :5^«^ 5Tpfyi fm ifjrrSR l ^ (Mi ?f? Americ*^ -PS^ 

J50 w^T, ^0 ^ «R ?T^ I Tf:*fi oTctf 

'iRI 

^Tcwrt C*f5fr5 C^# (?rffp Deficit Budget '^t^\ 9T^c^ | :rfi- 
^ (Tr&Nt?r W^ Deficit Budget 'JTpsn TOfCI? I ^BlTft 
^ ^RIRT ^f^CR ^ ?fir CTTft C^ Deficit Budget 
'oR CRT SW? Deficit Budget '3TT^ 

^ c^ I 5it*5fi (TfcR ^rfir ^ ^ ^ <ii^vn ^ 

Tf*^ ^TfspiR cr^<R‘T 'q !? t^'R Pr'fR i 

^rfsR'Q^ ^ ^ #?n c^t^.t-^, fV« '>ftf^ 

firc^ ^^tsrr ^Rtw ??r=3r ^ I ^ ^fVrfRiT 

^ ^ITR ^ f 4=T CRT ‘fTCSrci? I>m grant !rR I 

4firc^ ^flR'Q^ CTO W^'>t "Bftc^ ^ Tfir ^ I 15t^ Primary 

Rr*N tfnncr-TR i Caste fipnR^ Rn“> 

^Vs ^5tOf? C^ (ROR^ f^TTO TOTn ^ ^iTC^ CTtR I free 

compulsory primary education tpT^? TO^ST RCOT benefited ^ 

Muslim Community. Primary w^ grant TOff^ ^^>8>88 ^TtrsT 

0 5rv 00 TOR &Rl I TO ^S>88-8G TO^T 0 ?f>r 00 TOR TOl ; 

TOt<3 ^rfc® I TO*^ Budget list^j (TT^ TO night school 
V«Tfi^”T^ tfr^StiTO TOf’3 <Rn R? I TOTO Madrassa f«TTO 

^ <t\bH^ «RT CTO grant ^ I ^ c^ TOCl^ TO TOT «R- 

’TtTO*! f%cTO?f ^‘tcTOc^^ TOyt? TOtt ^ 'Stin csipm^ ^ f^ 
TO fro RiR I c'4c^ ^ cs^ ^ ?ni TOc^ TOi 

TO5 ^ I TO ? :c^ Officer^ri Dearness Allowance ^n^• 

Ration fV? '^tfR f-tTO^C^^ 'TO TOT) TO TTff j 

TO'?^ CT5^ ^(A Ttci; ^6\ ^1 I TOTTO >00\K00\ ^Rl C^ nTO 

pP/R ^ ^ C^ TOTO fV tpTTO I v!3^ TOtR-iT 

?fSR3^^ TOTtro^ 0?^ TO ^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : TTfft ?fTO — 

Mr. SPEAKER : TOp C?WTO TO!R C^R^ move cTOCg^ T ? 

IBauIvi ABDUR RAZZAK : Sir, I bf!g to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,82.73,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Eiiucation General” be 
reduced by Bs. 100. I move to raise a discussion about the failure of Government 
to introduce the Koran class in primary education. cTOt*f IPtifR 

spro S^TO ¥fifC5f^ I 'Kfft tfTO ¥firr5f| — tpstf^ 

PhFi Tor to-tow To'? ^>^,^o,ooo\ 5'^r5 ^oo\ &Rn to v ^, 
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^^r®prt^ 

Prro wrr ^ i mv^t 

-fhm ?C5'W ^ oq^fTc^ cn s;t^ ?f^ S^m ^F%rf| 

Tl*«T1 ^‘^4'f'sf 4j<’%l ^ 

^ *f^‘^ ^M3rm ni c? ttWs nl?TOC^ c^ ^tc<?rl5^i 

^ I ^arWOT tffe Ttf^rtTI? ^srm irRirrc^ Arabic 

quotation, yJj |j) Sf^JLJl ^ 1*^%^ !)/• 

^srtcvf ^rPrc^'’ 

5r?pi !)0 I ^ ^?tr5 ^ c^‘'f 

^ ^1 ^ tp ?*5 ^ ^ I ^ Ttfen c^n:^ 

a C^^t f^l T%). C^ ■•ifijlWiI TPTTl ^ I (TT^- 

wTf \v^ f“r’»m wn ^ r s^mi nrrc^ 

^'ttfVrr^t -^Tmi ‘^fi — 

^ OT^f^T ^rc^rr ncir^ c^rt^ »fm»T ^^rsi '^;rrti:v^ c^ :qjT^ 

^CTJ jf^ isr?^: T^m 

I 'srt^ ^srmi f^^rf^f i s\t :rfes'?T Pnii 

ft^n ^trff^i; I c>T^^^T7 5ff5n c^cH ^ 

i c^^i ft: ft^ 

ftm ♦ (pT? ftr«i ^n ^Tf% <rft-<n:T^ 

5^41^^— '\5t?n c^ftr^ ^ ^ i (TT^fCH ■sf’jc'f^K 

TOf ftr(n (7r3t-5t«f c=m ^ ^ 

jprCT^ CT51 5rf%7n ftc^src^ c^ a ftpp f^ ^rt^ 

ftfr^rti? ft^ ^fr^ri ^ftc^ cn^nc^ c^ ^stTT^ 

(Tj^ cq ^trftrPT '>1^ 3 S^ 

I (Tr-sftr^^ ^Ttfft' C^ ^ Tt^'tCW ^ f%ft^ ^ 

^:?n ^Fftm ^ — 

?rft^ ^srtS^r. ^ii^ ft^ ’fftfft ^ ^=rPCT^ 

ftjf ^31^ ^stFHi ftrsff^^T^ ?rft^ ^^titsfc^ ’^^c**t 

=iTftirtr5‘*T I ftr? tpt c^ c^ 

^f-rc*^ ’rft's^T 5<tfTO ?-s7rfiT wy^ ft^ 

’Fft^rnn^— 

Th% Hofl’ble Mr. TAMiZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir How 
is that relevant to the subjeet-inatter. viz., teaching of Quoran in primary 
school? 

Mr. SPEAKER : c^ t t^ ’TlTf^ '^rt^tft C^Ft^*t Pf^ ’Tm ^5^=? — C^T pTftf 

’ftfcr Pr5 =n i 
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Mauivi ABOUR RAZZAK ; ^ ^ ^ j (Some members : 

^ CS\ m f-m^ I r^wt^ 

(The member again began to read from the paper) 

"=<15^1*^ ®^tfT5 5TC’!F"1 

Mr. SPEAKER : f% 5 ^ ^ j 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : ^rfifrsfl Sir, ^ ^ 

Ki c^fTt‘t fV ^r3 5^?rfap 'srrf? c^i i 

Mr. SPEAKER : 5rr7>^ f% ^ ^ 

wt-ff ^rt? ; ^^sJTc^ f% c^Tc&c^ cn i 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS (bi a point of order, Sir. J.s not 
the honourable member entitled to refer to a eertain written (‘xtraei in 
order to illustrate his point not only with respert to what is not being done 
here but also to give a comparative e.stimate with regard to (dher provinces!^ 

Mr, 8PEAKERS I am not asking him not to .state anything whatsoever 
with regard to education in J.ucknow or anywhere else, but 1 want to say 
that it must be relevant to tlie matter under discussion. 

Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: On a point of onler, Sir. ('an he waste the time 
of the House in this way ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER : nK 5 C<^ ^ WPTJ 'Q V O^^^aTT 

c<Ptc^ I 

Mr. MD. I8RAIL : ciPfTt ^VW) nTOT 

rrro?, cnt 1 ari^n 

'Strs f% ^ rnrcw cn^ 

-sTtr^T rr?f ]— 1 c^i cnc^-otll 

c^, ^ ir< f^r*m f^rc^r Prc«m 

CTfC^ f*rTI Tf%C5 5tf5i:tft?C«T*t I ’ifr CTtiTt'^t ^ Education 

^‘41 m, c^i (TT^, f^ffr=T crtr, 

^ I fVl 2<IC<?flb7 TOF 01 relevancy 

^ cn ^ T<1 <tt77T r^ vp ij ruling | 

Mr. SPEAKER : point of order hyix)thetical. point of 

ordercq^ tjT^ i]^ ruling ^ — 'SfrCcf jp^ vf^ point of 

order I a>Tft 'm’WT f-fTP) (Tit?! 

f^'^FTS C<IC'=f ’^RT (R C'tT^^Id rOTC^, CKC^3 <PT^ 

c^n^rm ^ ^ tctcs ^rf^r ^ 

^’<1 tpRt^T ^ I vzz -n, 

fRCW^T ^5TC^I 

Maulvi ABOUR RAZZAK ; larTft ^ftZ^ ^Tfsitw 

^ t ’PFST C?C*f? r5 I 3rrif7^ ^’fSRTsT KZ^ ^ inctl t fipflTf 

■fltra cTf^rt't ^TtftR 1 c^ ^ i c^rattR fro^ 
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li}^* irjrrtr ^ 5pfT?r ^ttc^ i Indiac^ 

Tj’Tsrrt^ c-^ttcRfeT ^rfipft?r ’®rtc^ i 

^ c^^tTrs ’rmi mu5 f^nn *rimf\ a c^ fm 

(TT^^BRT — 

Mr. SPEAKER : 4lC5"^ c&l CTCW C'^fC^ — ^Ttsrlr^ w^ 

^ f5rf^ ^ ^i?n 

(The House was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After Adjournment) 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : (-^ 

imTTr ^rt^JT >rW'^<n f ^TO< n ^ 

P^(I?C3 f^RtffOS <rr<T‘t — 

Mr. SPEAKER : cq^rft ^TTC?^, 5‘ 5 

01^ 'Tt^ ^*rnr CVC*f? C'^Ff^T*'! f*fTf? C^*T j 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : CTT^«t Tmi ^ r‘3<rtf3^ 

Trim’s T^tc^ I ^rtT’Ttrr c^ 

Tfti ^fynR fVs cTt^t'-f *f<t^ 

?rHTi ^ TDlrt^T 'oPcr ^ i c^^r ^tn- 

m ft: ftrgi c^ i f^ft c^ > T r 4 t csw hpj 

7 ^ \ (Dr. Abi)TI> Motalkb Malik : jxjrsonal attackK v ) 

^”3 f^ft India^T <yr^ 5rfel ftc^c^ W\iv^ 

ymP ^ U f^ ft^ ^ ^<1 TOfC^— fiftr f^fsr ^C5 'srqR? 

fW^ tRts ^trftc^R — 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^sTtC^TtRt^ '3Ci ^ I 

^ ^ ftf ^ Tf^Tin ^ ^-41 TOTc^ '3^ ^ ^n I 

MauNi ABDUL RAZZAK : Sir, ^ PrPrs ’R r c ' ^C^ ' *< 

^ ^ crm^f ^«fT (RR^ ^CSR ^ '^TR ftFf^ | 

^ TO >i^csR f?mi !i ^ tts-ri (r 

:yyf 3 itr > R »K ^ i a (tt^ 

Tvf] ^ irr^c^ ^11!%^ ^ , c^ ^'^1 ^rt^n i Jiiyxy, 

(RfRt«t 1%^ ^'SR 1 ^[Tftc^ 'iRt’S (RRTC'R '3R ^TftR I <Rt (RW«f 

f%c^ ftn:n c^vn 5^^ 

^5Rl ¥'<ri ^f®TR C¥R I (From the opposition benches ; 

^ I ) 

Mr. oftiT^ 3Tm. ^ ftfe \ in^tft 

'il^ TgR 1 f^1 Wl tRR ’3R S<R 

c? »af c^ ftf tffi wduc© ^ c^i ofR 5^1 — tfl'^fft^ 
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pfftc® 3PM introJluce TOR I ^ C^tr«T, (Tit ¥Rn:*f4 

'4^ reduction motion fTOTC^ I C^W«f 

^>MiTv5 t? Tsrvs *ttc^ I ^3tr3 'art<wr¥ c^S inm ^ i Pn ^ 

ITF T(TTC^, ^ 'ilt ^ Mt/’ 4 'ItTR ^ I 

— ^ Sfes, ^ ^ 

(TR? 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : t^iftfirQ C5\ Sir, I Jjt 

(TT^ '3 (rnr?^*! Pnn , cnt i^nrfOT tT?i "t^tTp ^tvtnf i 
(Tit %TC^5r TOTR ^ C^* Sir t 

Mr. SPEAKER : (Tt ^(TTOT, ^ ^ I 

Mautvi ABDUR RAZZAK : ctoT*! f^l ^ (Tl Tmms 

I ‘iRl ^ ^’<(1 ^ R ^Ttt I 

?5ft5T $tvfT fjpn Tin 7”3^n?r <ij^(tR 

^ C*Jt^ S*jf5^ **11*11 ^ I ^tSRT ^’T^TTR- 

(TR r 9¥i ^(Tfc*l OT 1^*1 ^ I ijt f>nn ?nrfc^ 

I District hmrdji^ nomination ij at TO ^^rCTRlTTF 

f^TTfi'^ c^ fR* ^r5 ^ n/, 'SM 

ij^fnrr c^^ttcr crRi^t f^'TO 

TTRt^ Tsm* ‘'HTt? TT^TTl C^'l I 

Mr. SHAH 8YED 60LAM 8ARWAR HOSAINl : Mr. Speaker, Sir, oDrft 
>ltCR CTT'TtM 'ttli'< <C'Ht’T3I '-’t^'f nrc‘^9 

■*nF^31 *aiTr'TrRt''^"^ (Tl 

c^ TO'R ■mR *rV^ bTti 

^ntR (TPt^‘'t ■aToTir^ 'f 't fi 9 'if^HC't 

IVr^^STiR cbh C4fC^C?R, 'lpR'7^ '4o‘’l (Tl^i^ ^1!^ 4 TO^spf 

4t<tR3 3j{^ C^^t f4*^'5tC'^ 4'^'£ 'ITCR 'Tit I (TPT4t‘'l 

|TOtr*7^ Tf : tHTilT f-PPR 4CH ^H, ^ITTOTT^ 

^T4r74 3T2 — C4 t 4 t C *-t4 TOP/4'r'4"i il4; 'CjTtT^ si^’tSRtOT ’[H 7W5 

’TTT? ^WR 4^, 4^* TOf^Rf 9 

^ ^34 >Tr53 orfi^ =Tr^iifi:^ I <n r-rfi. «?R?n, ‘t? 9 ^c*2r4 

7K^ ?r^^iRH ^ wfe3 '•'ftfTO (TTt ^TOR 

yti:3 <1tC4 ^ I (Tit (TfT^tC^R ft’41 ^iTr^TtFTR TO Swl^l 

4'?C3 <1TC4 ^ I 4fC^, 3n (TI ^’TTOT <fC^ f44R 5W^ 4’C4, 3Rt1Tf C4^R4 

R1 4ttr5 ^ (Dr. Abdul Motalab Malik : 3^ ?FtWr ^VSl) I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, vflt (m?f8 4m S’R feltl '.fR '3 4r|W 

M3 C4C4ftH-TOtDr4 «pt ¥4 4W44 ’tfTO I »r?f!f*R C¥lMf%*fR 

4fiR31 eWf^, 3f4MTr Cnfel C3CTr f^f^ wfiPTol (TOffR, OT'M 

^*TR ^ 4f5pr5} I 4t 46414 4fi43l? ¥l4W fT¥!f tjft 41 ^J^- 

4!TO W ft¥tf tffe f4*TOa MPtJolW ^441 Mt 4lt I c*frlf (Mm ftcMi 
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^ ^srfipTSt? ’iTEi y[«nt^c*f4 

’tc'^ cvrc^ ^rtcw^ 

Wm f^l 1^ scheme g<1[To ^ I ’armc^f^ (7f ^■ 

V5^ rnic^ I =JJ5=T scheme c^ Primal^ 

pf-zFi^ c^Ff^rr^t f%f% ^ i ^ ?ii?^ 

Pr-^ ^ 'ii^rs Sfef. 'jfv5"t"pr<^ ^^firai ^rtFm ^^mcm 

^(r?TC^ Pf^ old scheme junior 3|tHT^, 5lr^f^l Madrassa^ 

c^f^ ^ fir^Pn ^Pr 

^fr^ ff'JFI-TTft^C^, H. E. ^ :ilf^ ^ 

M. E. ^?r :^1 vtrc^ ^C^T H. E. ^ 5^ f% ^ ^ C^Ff’^ff?! ? 

C^% <i]^ T^TFf^ (?r TC^TST ^tri? ^StU5 ^ CBrt^vtt^m brt H. E. 

I ^ <4tTC5T ^pT^rSl University fV ^sfc^ ’t^TTSl ? 

frF (TT^ old scheme junior zmm , TTC^f^l 'S C^mPf?J] JtSPn ^ ^^ftfrc^r 

old scheme ^ Pf^-CVC^I ^TtHPlT5 ^ C^f'<l T^US ? 

^?f«riJ5T Tltt scheme senior ^^TcTtf^l 

^rtHWn 5^r5 c*t'<3Tit^ Tim i «r7 

Pfri'^ c^r^ C5h ^ I ^Rm (trrt fwfe 

I Senior ^5TC^. 

PfTR ’TtJtnrpT (R ^^Pnrt^ ^ i 

^Tf^r (R ^'4 ^>r5i tf'F 0 «f^ ft-Jin cpr'K Pro 

?Tf^, ^P Pf'SFl. TtPc’R Pr^l, Tr\ otTCcT R 

^VTl 1FT5\ C5^ ^fr=T, =Trc<f^ C^^l c:^ ^ifT RR 

'4l^fRT ^<r5 ^TI I 3 TtP^ Tf^^fo '3 

?TCF. i Pt’jfi '3 

'SRH F^Co irt'^ (RCo ^=T ! 

Sir. TirRfC^ ^^r=T through poj ^tP ft-JF! — ^P f^P 
5’T5RRc«?=?T ^^5 m w,^ (R^ c^wppi qm^n 

VQ old sclieme junior I Assistant Director 

for Mahomedan Ediioation^^ ^TtR ^C=T C^'S’d 

^ ^ Muslim education^^T ^1*151? P^'^t “^*1^ ^ Assistant Inspectors 
^5l|Tt? T55 staff I ^tS WKi 

=?rc*»Tm ^ ^ Pin c^ ^i ^^rrRc^it 

Pt-iFR ^ SP^ I :^7^cT:rRc»^T ft*5^T? rrsi I 

^P 3rti,r5r^ Pc^^ hwco^ ^c»=t Pt^S 

^T Pf C’fsTR ? ^P pTSJfffl TlTp t^pRl C^mPt^l, 

FtDFPnn tr^Ps ft*¥tir ^ ^!?r=rtofir Tjr^ fr s<>lfT3 ^circ^ ? 

(A voice : ?i m sFCljf^ l) ^mP >T?T1 ^srm^^DllT ^Pcn 

pp?^ — Bengal Assemblyrj C^ffC^T ^ff^ftPui P’JFtT^, (?FRtff ft^FtCiF 3 ’mc^Rp^C^F 
^ pTKot vftc^R. Pini ^fp mPm Pfif All-Bengal Jamiat Ulema- 

Association "tP?^ '^aRT^TTFifl Pfin» ^cirPr 'O irtpFprDfir '2Tfc**fT5R rr*? 
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1944.) 

(Tfftrw 

c^» 's ^im kw cfRus •wot ?i i ^®n 

'$ sT?rn5?r ^t5tCH? T!rf^ ^#rTT ^ar^pnr TOit^p i <J3i 44-ftnit^t ^ 

5C5^CH?r «RT ^tr«T3? ’Rt^ 'Q ^ork 

2rfr$ «Tt&> iRoit 'TO TOtw 'TO^ ’TjT TO’R ’TTOwff c^f5n 

cTO^TTOr, vijTO cTOt^c^ ^ -rf^ ^fir® W3 '« tTirtot 

C=T^ ftro ^ I chaUenge firft^ ^<fl 

?tf^ TOl TOT (Rt^RTO «RmTOC‘-t4 

and interruption. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

(Mr. Shah Syed Golam S<irwar Ilo.saini then resumed his seat and several 
memhers from l>oth side.s of the House rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 find there are other motions yet to be 
moved and I shall take them up first. 

8|. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
denmnd of Rs. l,82,7d,00() for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
Geriemr’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion to raise a discussion about inadequacy of grants 
U> Sanskrit tols. 

totir tot tot Pf^ 'q TOnr3 

siNy yn I \3^r^ ^r®T o^cr ppm *rfiRf totti 

%T Tf I (Vi c^c*f f^ji i 

mim f^Ty cvfc^ c^\ ^rro i fVs 

5^3 ^RfW pRI ’R PfTOtt^ 

I -3^“ ■sr^m^C^'T CTO^f ypTHR Ww Jiv, I <iJ?r\5TC^ ^3tTO3^ 

fT'Tn tr^fV5 5X5 TiP'^T ^ ^.:rw i tot tot 

'-^bt^T TOTOfs pTTO^bXR^ | -TOf 

'C|flR ^TOTrT pRl CT5R PpTO ^?5 ^PT5 TOl?, d^fU^R I TO=n 
C^^Pt TOPt^T Pf’Jf] TfTTRr ^TTf-T TOS^ (M^ MCi^ TOtlTt^T 

^4 ^r&i5 OT <tt»br2rT ^TC^ftPrs 

^ 5u I 'TOTOfiT (Rt TOl" 'i3^ 3 TOR c^fc^R 3rc<a Prrr cw toPp^ 
mfe(Rr TOi ^(toq Prcw f*r?Tx?F ot zi\i 

C^Qfirc^ "TO TOC5^ ^Vs TOTC^^ nTOTO CTOTS 

TOC5^ I I TORtPs* TOH? TOC7«D ^RtBTS 'StC'ffl 

TOC?^ ?Fnr I .?rt:TO totr cfrr^r Ptttto to wti tot bo tor 
^ 1 4?“ 3f]^ciT? ftTOR Prrfr 5X3 cT5^ ^tof ittr i 

P^fTOXR^fifj ^‘rcTOr*R TO >4^! STO I 

>rcw ^'41 45n s'lTTO I ii^TO TOpn ^ i^rro =RRf 

^ TOC^ I -JRfl 3fC3 TOt^ Pl*^ ^RfPs ^1 fiFU TO 44?? 4JT^C4 

4TOn:4TR^^4^ CTO TOmcyt?r>oTOR^ -TOTOtTO 

^ CTO b ^ I 44 TOI fV tprtR3 74 ^ C4 pTTO^ <rt JI4: 4rff^ 

?rf3 » an 5Nr'*M 'srjn r- rc g I -Vt'^ -wfo ^nrfwm m.-^w > r» ! ' M »T' r g *.- i »' a r r.. *i *r ' 
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^ ^ trf%^ ^ I ^4? 

#tf3 n=itcw^ \|^ ^ ’prg’ 

5 nrt^ ^ I ot c&tc^r^ ^ 

^ I 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : v[t^lT fW^ f^' f^v 'STC^ I 

C^C^ ^ C3r>^T?t C^’srl^ ntC5^ C^ cut motion 

TOT Ttft t['^: *rR TTRfs^ f^TTT f%^ ^T^OTT ^ I 

Itu feft W^TOT T^i \mr5 c to t ^r TTsT^^n t^ 

'SRTt?; ?^?:?iX!iJ I ftf^ ^ ^rfOT ^ fsf^ Prc^ ^u4 ^ot, ^ ^ 
cTrc?T ^^rtOT ^ fef^ wR ^ I 3R cTtm^f f-r^t^ ^ic ' ^ i t>M i? to^ 

3r?n f“fTt?r oi crt^H Pr^i ^ ii^ -^TR^rt 3 t^ i 

TRt^T cn cut motion | fV^ i)t cut motioni]^ TtCTOTl tT’TCT 

i]Tsr^ ^rOTRT (Rin (R Pnn <i]T‘^ti iR nrr ctr o'ft 

in I (a member from the opposition benches ; cir iflq f^ Rf*^ ^sROT R ?) 
nt’OTCT ^ (R — fk: iViJl ^r:^W 
fr ^^'3 txm Pi^n "5^ ^Ir ^]*\ fev iTr 

vrfc;? cvr c^f^ tR‘! Ttf^r ''ttPr r i ii^ ^r.-rmi T^nt^i 

jrtcsRCT vi] vffTOK TtRC'S OT'<f ?rt^?n c^-'OT c^‘ ^r*T ^^^ — Rvf'tA 

^R ‘^•TTz r»rOT ''f'ln ^>rt'3^'i i f^f^T crmt'^r T*^ri. t‘^i 

(Rt^5 (RC'f T-[tC^!>‘n TOTR '!;t 3 R TV TTOT. fT15 fV^l 

>TtOTrT ??:^T ci^C*T TT^TOT CT^T ? TRt^ 1 r*/R. RS^R Ftfir 1V^1 RCR. 

'<1 ^SRrs^ a OTr TOT frrR »f?tT sx-*; Rl* ! (Mr- (’hauu 

Chanbiva H(»v : fwRR TR COT ?) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order, 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ ; TtCRlbR^ R:Rr T*5T^fR TR 

05^1 TCTO I cntOTT Tt=OT CT^RTlT RCTOT TOTl follow ;^sr^ 

<ttft I fifR cRt^ OT ^ tcr%ot (r cttr*^ f-m r 

^(fc'QOT WRT I TTiT*^ TCRC^'T 

RR 5X^ R: iw^j] fro i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ’^^tOTR T3i;T (R?rR OTT s?WR Ttft TIOTTCTRR C^tR 

R, ^ TCT'OTT TR TRC^ OT. permission c^cR in I 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : f=rRv »tftT ^ tR^ CTR TR I 

^ ROTTC^f Ttft' OTTR RR Tft I f^l RR RUol? RC^T 

iiJTSR RR?R CRCT< f^RRR TR5RR fer RT I 

Mr. SPEAKER : Ty^p^pvf ^ RR (R 3 R Rc^ r i 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : Pnn '^fn?OT i ^RRl a (RCf fro TtC^, 

(TT^ C*OT? I RSR rror 'ITOT fR:o^^ R CTOT OJOTtRE 

ITSR I OTT T^Rnr^ tpoOT TR RT, ’SR TC^ ? J r ^C3 |’ < 

viiTi^i f^f^Wr TOT ^ I fOTR^ COT OTrmr totw ^otr, (ot 5f^ f^w Tl!r 
TT? fr TCI OTTRfr] TIOT ? TOTt OTTCT T R CTOT fawC T ^ TIR 
ail TOTi 
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Mauivi ABDUL WAKED : arWiTtV noWf® ’TTO CT *fW 

5r5i;f '*frf5r ^si ’R«t> tc? ’al^ >iim 

ftim 3ic<n PW5 <mi *rf^ ‘^‘t c»r stW *rs« 

(TT^i I Tfv (OT f»m?r tpr^jf ?? 'sfsrtsf 

^55 w -sttn!:^ c^'fl ctc^ i ji? «Ri ^tna 

4ii.tr»,>00\ ^ 5mr-ir^ jtr s^f ct Jifes'-it m =n c»i c^rt? (?rw 
f^tfT3 5^ I 'rttw? “r<rat®n9 ” tist* -yivt^ ^sn i c#?t? ntti 

TCTfesf -ssp? ^ S»t!yi felscwa « c^ c'^c’T rs ’n?nyi '^D’l 

Ci'-'5?(l I :r^ C^r C^l ^ 3It^ Jil I 

<yr^ f^nn %i»i f»nn lii^* 

*tPTOT'^ forT ifpj fM^jrs f=r?iw I ^ jii^tiTF ?f\r-f^^r 

ntcrc^^ ^4 ^i^n •jT't rr-i^ “Wg",' ■simi rfe 7% i ■-mwc’i* 

^■:w Jifr f=Trr o^r *ir'^ Ofni ’iws cb?i ^rs!- \ ’nrvt/1 

H'Tfz'f f'1^ *r7fC5 4 =t; 'stsf Scf'n ct i'.'h c^-t 

:iTI5pit^T VTf^irs' 'tSC'S ^1 I f^I'il^ 'tf^3 ’lai’i f'-tC’i ^’TZZ =I1^t W , 

0 I 

#111 ^Ci'j 'ifrii m il'T' zt^i c^^norf ^ 

I r>pn ii'Ti'T r?:^-T to; ^=tii 

^ ??'t>it rrirfe^ I ''.T^t f^pn "W^j” i2Jt^ 

=T5fl C^C3 ^C=T ‘'n ! C'<rm !ir*TC^ ^TI I 

<rfiTv^ ?:[ff^tll -Jsr^fvr :p^Ht tfr^Ht \r:^ :r*f^ 

-ipT'ri I r»Ti7-t|X^Tfi WtOT ^ 1Rt'-r.r5^ TftTO '^'45 

i!?r;pf ;i|^tJT r.TzPi ^ I ^nPRf^T c^'cTf^T r»t'*M Chairman 

ilTS^.T ciM c»m, fsf^ R'aM^-'T! C^*7 |iropagantla?r 

^ I f»W^ 'c[f't C^C® bT^i'. vftTf j 

\r:^ 5^ ^Tft, ftsf ^ ^ 1 iin S<i-T ^rvf^ ^ I 

f*W?^ C^'^sTfl 5TOI il^ ^?C<n r^T??^ m W»'PTt*(t^‘-t 

fifcr vff^ 1 it?f t[f5^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your tinu* iH up. 

Mr. W. C* WORDSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, Sir, this grouji offers its 
respectful and restrained eougrat illations to the Hon'hle the Kducation 
Minister on a budget whose detects, with one great exception, do not leap 
to the eye. It is something at a time like this t-o preserve the ground won, 
and tliat has been reasouablt done. We csui hardly expect the Minister of 
Kducation in our pre.sent conditions to ama.SM resources for an attack on new 
ground.s. We have all noticed with pleasure (hat last year something could 
l>e done for the di.stressed teachers of the Midmipore district. The great<?r 
omission to which I refer lias been already referred to by more tlmn one 
spetiker and that is the lack of some .special as.sistance for teai hers this yefir, 
for teachers in distres-sed circumstances, in distressed areas, and specially 
teachers of (.alcufta. Last week there was a discusshm in this House which 
I read with pleasure. I regret I was not here. I was away at Delhi serving, 
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or trying to serve, ray province on an Educational Conference, but I noticed 
there that the Minister oaid that he had done his best but had not been able 
to get those resources. I only hope and trust that he will be more successful 
this year. 

He told us of a scheme that is being worked out for the relief of teachers 
in general, and we would all say, every group in this House would say, that 
the H(K)ner that scheme is ready, and the sooner he gets money for it, from 
the I'^inauce Minister, the better for the province. I would ask you once 
again to (onsider the condition of our teacher.s. In general, in normal times, 
they not only protect our educational system ; they make our educational 
system. If they were not there, if they broke down, if they revolted, there 
would be an end to our educational system, and especially to our secondary 
educational system. This year they have been subjected to very great 
priviiiioriH. Many others fled from the city; some fled so fast and so far and 
carried so nuiny things with them that it was reasonable to believe they meant 
to quit if not India, at least Bengal. The teachers stuck to their posts; 
they stuck to their schcxds, they stuck to the educational system, they have 
thus saved our education. Let us think of them and do whatever we can to 
save them, I make my appeal to the Education Minister and through the 
Education Minister to the Finance Minister, and 1 would suggest again, as 
I have suggested before, that imreiits, some of wliom have profited by these 
times of distress, should do something to help the" teachers. For the teachers 
there is no share in the inflation money, no dearness allowance, no compensa- 
tion for the difficulties of the time; on the contrary, there have been 
reductions all round in their small emoluments, reductions of their advantages, 
reductions of their opi>()rtunities, ami I think that their distress is a charge 
on the general community as well as on Government. 

I would now say a few things of a more general nature. Kducation is 
prominent t-oduy in many countries. In hhigland the war has revealed 
terrible weaknesses in society, terrible weaknesses in educsition, and it is 
underst(X)d now that they are relateil as effect and cause. There is thought, 
determination, to give the country something better. We have had fine 
rejxirts, a stimulating White Paper and very rer*ently an Education Bill 
which does offer a beginning of a natioiud system of education, <liffering in 
jmrts only in that the needs of younger children differ from the needs of 
older children. Tn India too we have had a l>eginning of a share in this 
ferment. In Bengal, we have our Plduc'ation Bill. 1 referred last year to 
that fine document, the Sargent Heixirt as w^e call it, and I refer now to the 
reccMit working on and working over of that report by the Central Advisory 
Ikuinl of Education in which our owm Mini.ster has taken an important part 
and ts) which he has added an important and valuable note of dissent and 
cximmeiit. What I said about the Sargent Report last year did not receive 
much publicity outside this House, I regret to say, chiefly Wause the one 
paper that I might luive persuaded to take note of what I said was not able 
to do so, because of an unfortunate difference of opinion betw een two Chairs, 
the Speaker’s and the Editor’s, hut I would ask the House to consider that 
document which will sernn he put on the market, and to consider this later 
report, because they are valuable beginnings of a reconstruction of education. 
We shall soon have an Education Bill before the House, for welcome or 
rejwtion — I hope the former. But Bills, legislative mea.sures. Ordinances, 
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etc., can give us only modifications of structures, aome change in content, 
in method. They cannot give us that great thing upon which the welfare of 
education depends, the understanding of scope and purpose. The purpose of 
education must be a national one. It inu.st be worked out by public opinion, 
by discussion through the organs of public discussion, and vspecially thiough 
a Legislature. Therefore I trust that when the Edm'ation Hill cimies l>efore 
us, we shall have opjx»rtunitieH of paying attention to very much more than 
just the details of reconstruction put before us then. So, I end by asking 
this question : can we. finding a high common juirpose for all classes, master 
our own difficulties, eliminate imptsling interests, .some of them in our 
conditions and Mjine of them in ourselves made by ourselves, can we wiujuer 
apathy, get rid <»f ignorance, and give our children the very best chance of 
developing all the good in them? Because by giving our children, all 
children of all classes, of all ages, the best chanee of a good education, we 
are doing the lu‘st we can for the country, for the race, for all communities 
in it. The education problem is not a thing by itself. It is part of the 
soi'ial problem. The great purpose, the great problem of civilisation itt 
this: can we jirovide a truly civilised education in a truly civilised society? 
Once again, I refer to the proposals in the Sargent (himmittew’s lleport, 
whieh will call u))on India to find before the year 200(1 A. I). 020 crores 

of rupees evei> year for e<1iH’atioii , <’un we, with all of India's wealth, 
develop to that extent? Finally, 1 should quote the words with which this 
la>t rei)()rt, (he ( Vntral AdvisorN Board's (‘omnients on (he vSargent Ue]U)rt, 
ends. It ends with a ('liineM* proverb: if vou are planning for one year, 
plant grain; if you are planning for ten years, ])lant trees; if you are 
I)lanning for a hundred \ears, plant men. That is what we are called upon 
to do. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Si>enker, Sir. I do not 
think I .should take t<K) long a time of this House in siiyiiig a few words to 
the Hoii’ble the Education Minister. I offer my congratulations to Inm for 
iiuiking a j)r()vision of Ks. 5,00,(100 for the education of Scheduled (’■iiste l>oyj» 
in a budget which has provided alKUit two crore.s of rupees for education in 
general. Sir, I have listened with interest to the cHunplaints lodged by my 
friend, Mr. Fatiram Boy almut inefficiency or insufficiency of this grant 
while we are called upon to deal with one-fifth of the total population of thin 
province. Sir, education has been admitted to lie something which helps or 
tends to help a young loy to grow' up into wise manhood. Taking that to 1>« 
the ba.sic ground of my argument 1 would apjieal to the lion’ble Minister 
and to the Government just to consider whether almut tw'o per cent, of tbe 
whole m<||^ey is enough for tlie education of a class of people who are not 
only poor but helpless and educationally Imckward. Even then in the 
ftdministration of that grant same diffictulties have been brought to my notice 
causing very great inconvenience to the boys- of these unforturuite classes. 
Oni of this amount some help has been sought to be given to them in various 
ways. First of all, it appears that part of the money has to l>e .spent for 
giving some grant to the schools run by Scheduled Caste people. Secondly, 
some of the money has been pixmded for giving scholarships to them, 
^ome amount of the grant lias al.w been spent for providing for stipends to 
them. Now,, Sir, so far as the distribution of this money is concerned it has 
appeared that while the year is out the schools have not got the money and 
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th« boys (lid not get their ficholarnhips and stipends and therefore it has not 
been p<)H.si])le lor most of these Ws to carry on their education. Sir, this 
grant luis been provided in the budget but, as I have already said, I would 
appeal t(j the Education Minister to see whether or not this amount can be 
iiicr(‘as(‘d. J do not know if the complaint which has been lodged by my 
honourable friend, Mr. Patiram Roy, if at all well-founded that no money 
has been spent for want of schemes. After all, so far as Education is con- 
cerned, J am sure it does not recpiire enough of schemes for money to be 
spcuit in connection with the spread of education among a certain section of 
hoys and girls. So far as scdiolarships are concerned, there have been 
unfortunate haj)})eningH in the past. We do not know why is it that the list 
of scholars could not he settled on the results of the final examinations at an 
early date. So far as the results of the Matritmlation, and first degree 
examinations are (‘oncerned, these are not jmhlished in order of merit and we 
do not at once know how individual boys have done in their examinations but 
HO far as the 1 nternuuliate Examinations are concerned, the University has 
been good enough to puhlish the results in order of merit and we have always 
been able to find out how the boys have done at the examinations on a perusal 
of the result-s as publislH‘d in the ('aJrutta Gazetlc. It has transpired, Sir, 
that in the distribution of scholarships on the results of tlie Intermediate 
Examinations some of the boys who were deserving were passed over and when 
this was brought to tlie notice of the authorities ('oncerned, it took six months 
to correct the mistake. 1 d(> not know whether it was intentional or not, but 
if things hap]>en like this, it is not always j^ossible for us to find it out and 
bring it to the notice of the autliorities. When ther«‘ is a rule that meri- 
torious boys should get some ]»ecuniarv help as scholarships to which they are 
entitled, and if we find that they are not being treated in the way in which 
they ought to be, things become very very ho])elt^ss for them. In tlie dis- 
tribution of stipends also my friend has said that some (pialifif ation has been 
introduced. That is a very serious matter for if you add a qualification and 
say that lo per cent, of the boys should be entitled to stipends, then the 
matter beconu‘s very vserious for the -simple reason tliat even when a school 
claim.s that ten boys are juior and meritorious, only one or two will get the 
stipend. On the t)ther hand in another .school bt)ys who are not as ])oor or as 
meritorious as those in the former, may gel stip«‘nds on the percentage basis. 
B(»1h these cases are unfair and unjust. I am sure it is never intended. 
I submit that this state of things should not he allowed to continue and I 
hope the Kducution Minister will be good enough to see that such things are 
rectified. 

Now, Sir, there is one other matter to wliicli I would refer befoft I finish. 
A few days ago a notice was brought to me indicating that in the Dacca 
rangt* a sum of Rs. HI) was .set apart for granting .stipends to certain boys in a 
partieular school and in that particular notice it was mentioned that Re. 1 
would be given to a student of the Scheduled Castes or educationally back- 
ward class for three months, that is to vsay, that a boy would get five annas 
and four pies per month. If things happen like this, one is constrained to 
remark that there is nothing more ridiculous than that. Once again I appeal 
to the Education Minister to see that the education of Scheduled Caste boys 
is conducted in a way which will be conducive to the proper growth of 
education of those boys. I know that he has much sympathy for the education 
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of the backward classes, but that sympathy would go for nothing unless it is 
translated into action. The time has come when the intention of Gorem- 
ment is properly put into shape so that there may not be an occasion for us 
to come forward and ventilate the grievances of the Scheduled Castes on the 
floor of the House. 

With these few words. Sir, I would once again appeal to the Hon’ble the 
Education Minister to see that the Scheduled Castes education is not over- 
looked. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, those who are 
connected with education in this province are well aware how education is 
passing through a crisis alnK>st unprecedented in the history of Bengal, and 
it is a matter of deep regret and disappointment that the bhlucation Budget, 
as jiresented l>y the llon’ble Minister, tala‘s practically no note of the present 
emergency situation. In the first place, Sir, the educational institutions in 
Bengal have been very serifuisly affected on account of the present economic 
dcjiression in Bengal. Last year when there was bomhing and general 
evacuation in Calcutta and elscwiiere education became dislocated and it was 
the non-orticial, non-(roverninent institutions in Bengal — primary, seeondary 
and collegiate — wliicli were very severely affected. Schools and colleges had 
to depend — indeed they have to depend now — on the meagre income coming 
from the fees of students. The ft^es were not forthcoming regularly on 
account of the general e(‘onomie depression. The result was that the teachers 
who were already jioorly paid jiruetieally cea-sed to roeeive that minimum 
allowance wliiclj could keej) body and soul together, Then in the course of 
the last f(‘w months, this tamine crisis came and the rejiorts which have come 
to Us from all parts of tlie jirovince indicate that unless some step is taken 
at once — not a (piestion of giving doles of a few thousands or even of a few 
lakhs of rupees to selected institutions — but unless there is a general 
])rogramme a(lopt«*d for helping thest* ediK'ationul institutions, I have not the 
least doubt in my mind that education will suffer a loss from wdiich it- will not 
recover in Bengal, 

Sir, the Hon hie Minister of Erlueation a few days ago made some sort of 
vague (hM laration tlial a big scheme involving an expenditure of about Rs, 50 
lakhs was under the eonsideration <if (fovornment. Last year during budget 
time ulien tb«^re was a united (f'mand from praelicmlly all sections of the 
House that there sliould he a larger provision of financial aid for non- 
(?ov*‘rnment institutions, the Munster took tlie House into his confiilence an-d 
admitted that although the Kduf ation Department had made a recommenda- 
tion, ultimately that recomniendalion was not accepted by the Government 
as a whole. The House has a right to know what exaeily is the position of 
this >c]jeme.of Rs. 50 laklw. Has that been merely recommended by th© 
Education Dejiartment or has it been accepted by the Government as a part 
and parcel of its educational policy and if 50 lakhs are to l>e^ si»ent on 
education during this emergency period, it is but meet and proper that a 
scheme should be properly devised in consultation with all sections of public 
‘'pinion so that the money may not be mis-spent in any manner whatsoever. 

Sir, it is not merely this present emergency that I am thinking of, but 
am also thinking of the bigger problem of educational reconstruction in 
Bengal. Mr. M-ordsworth ©aid that b© wanted to congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister on his admirable restraint, but I do not know whether 
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ir. Wordsworth, if he had spoken in the House of Commons about the 
education budget, would have congratulated any Education Minister in Great 
Britain who would have starved education in the manner in which the present 
Government has done in this province; perhaps Mr. Wordsworth would not 
have the chance of being re-elected to the House of Commons — a chance, of 
course, which does not exist so far as Bengal is concerned. 

Now', Sir, I was looking over a small report on education in Great Britain 
which has just arrived, published by the Oxford Fniversity Press which, I 
believe, Mr. Wordsworth has seen and which refers to the big reconstruction 
in education in Great Britain along with the several other measures some of 
which have been mentioned by Mr. Wordsworth. There the view has been 
put forw’urd that the Minister of Education in Great Britain should occupy a 
position in the Cabinet which is second to none compared to the status of the 
other Cabinet Ministers and so far as funds are concerned for ex])ansion of 
education they should be lavishly made available to the Education Minister 
for helping education in every grade starting from Fniversity and higher 
technical and right up to the elementary stage. 

Now, here in Bengal e<lucational reconstruction has been delayed and 
postponed for a long, long time. Why that has been done 1 do not w'isli to 
discuss in detail today, but let educational reconstruction be devised in a 
manner which will seek educational reconstruction and not eilucational 
destruction. What w'e want is not merely an improvement in the machinery, 
but we want that the real purpose of edumtion must l>e served by placing 
abundant grants at the disposal of those self-less persons who are now 
devoting their lives to the cause of e4lucation in Bengal. You refer to the 
history of education in any pari of the civilised w'orld and you will find that 
there is no parallel from any part of the world wdiere tlio non-official efforts 
have been so lavish for the spread and expansion of e<lucation as in the case 
of Bengal. That was reported by the Saddler Commission, tliat w'as reixjrted 
by the Hartog Committee and every educational cx)uiinission has reiK)rted of 
this splendid achievement of the people of Bengal that they have spent 
lavishly on e<lucation although the State has not come forward to supplement 
the resources of the noii-<jfficial Inxlies and individuals at every opportune 
time. 

Now, here again, if the IIonTde Minllter desires to put forward any 
scheme for educational reconstruction, this is the time that he has got to do 
SO. That has to be done not by merely appointing some committees which 
are constituted on party lines, not by putting A, U, C and A’, Z in parti- 
cular places because travelling allowances have to he paid to certain 
individuals or certain party men have to be kept in power, hut choose your 
best men wdio are authorised to speak on education, bring them out and then 
devise a scheme of uplift of education affecting the interests of Hindus and 
Mussalmuus and Christians — every Bengalee residing in this province and 
getting the unanimous approval of the people of Bengal as a whole. That 
will be the national education of the type that Mr. Wordsworth w speaking 
of. 

I, therefore, Sir, place before the House in all seriousness these two 
aspects of the problem now’ facing Bengal. One is the emergent problem. 
The patient is dying and unless something i,s done at once w’ith the least 
possible delay it is no uee your devising big schemes of reconstruction, and 



DEMAND FOB OBANTS. 


39 


194*0 


that liaa to be done before the Budget Session closes. We must have a 
definite assurance coming from the Education Minister whether this 
elementary responsibility of any civilized Government to keep the educational 
institutions going which have rendered so useful and splendid services which 
have been spoken so higlily of by all sections of the people should he dis- 
charged and whether tiuit educational system will be kept alive by 
contributing the minimum (juota from the State fund. Deficit or no deficit 
this money has to come and if the Kducalion Minister finds that he is not in 
a po.sition to carry his colleagues with him, then he should muster courage 
to place liis <lefiinte scheme before the House and the jmhlic, and there I am 
8ure lie will get the su]>]>ort from all sections of the House and also frrtm the 
jniblic outside. 

Sir, there if> only one otlier thing which 1 would refer to before I sit down 
and that is the serious condition of the teachers of jirimary schools, specially 
in (’hittagoug, some of whom have recently come to Calcutta and have talked 
to several members of this House. The condition of the teachers there is 
deplorable. Gf ('ourse, I know. Sir. that the comlition of teachers of primary 
and secondary schools is (lepl(>rahle everywhere, hut in (’hittagong it has now 
reached a crisi'; which rentiers it impossihU* for them to carry on their daily 
existent e even for u month or so iirul they havt* come heri» with certain 
specific jiroposals to' ask tor some temporary ussistum^e from Government. 
The same is the position with regard to toJs. T do not at all grudgt* a liberal 
grant for those sfiecial institutions run by Muslims. There sljould he no 
communal consideration c(»ming into the matter at all. We w^ant that the 
tols and the madrasahs and tho.se other special institutions which have a 
position of their own in the educational system of the jirovince serving as 
they do the special needs of both the great connnunities should be treated 
eijuall) Mv friend Srijut Narendra Nath Das (iiipta has read out (‘ertain 
extracl.s which go to show that only a paltry sum of a few thousand rupees 
^ have been granted for toJs. 1 know, Sir, from my own personal knowledge 
that the conditions of these tols are almost precarious and there are a large 
number of di.stinguished pandits who have jiraclically nothing to fall back 
upon. The doors of private charity being closed they find it impossible to 
carry on their existence. I know', Sir, that the problem is not an easy one, 
hut the situation being so serious affecting the welfare of millions of 
BengaTs population, it is a matter of deep regret that the Hon’ble the 
Education Minister, fur from indic^ating any line of educational reconstnic- 
tioii for future acceptance, has failed to indicate, the line whicli will save 
education and not deprive Bengal of even the little service that education 
is rendering to the people of Bengal at this critical juncture, 

Mr, W, C. WORDSWORTH: Gn a point of persomil exphiaation, Bir. 
May I correct a nuKapprehension y Dr. M<K>kerjee seems t4> have, heard me 
sjiy that w’e ooiigratuluted the Hon’hle Minister for Education on the strength 
of his budget. Wliat Ji said was that we wished to offer him restrained 
congratulation on the hinlgel and tlmt i.s something quite different. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. 8pe,4iker, Sir, the time at 
my dispo.saI is, I think, short (Dr. Xaunak8h.\ Saj?yal : No, no. We are 
not in a hurry) and therefore it will not be possible for me to do justice to 
the demand and to the variou.s criticisms that we have beard from different 
sections of the House. I agree w'ith one thing that has been said from all 
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quarters that the provision in the budget for Education is inadequate. 
Everyone will admit that it is not adequate, but the question is; could we 
do anythiiijc more? (Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed: Yes.) Sir, one of my 
friends says “yes”. My honourable friend for 16 months supported a 
Minisf ry which made no increased provision for secondary and other 
instiiiitions durinf:^ the time that the Ministry was in office. I do not blame 
that Ministry , but 1 want to open the eyes of honourable members to the 
serioUHncsH of the situation. There i.s so little money to be had in Bengal 
that lliey (!ould not, jirobably in spite of every wish they might entertain, 
provide more money. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I rise, Sir, on a point of explanation. 
1 only wisli that the Ilon’ble Minister 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is it a point of order or a point of 
perw)nal explanation, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Huq, is it on a point of order or on a point of 
personal exi)liination that you are rising? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is on a point of personal explanation. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That does not arise in this connection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, some of the deptirtments 
of the present Government, when it t<K)k office, lulmured under one difficulty, 
and the Education Dejmrtment is one of those departments. The late 
Ministry in their w'isdom had to accept a jmlicy of not spending generally 
any money on matters that were not connected with the w'ar or with Civil 
Defence. Therefore we were faced with that situation. Whenever anything 
had to be done for the so-f^»lled nation-building departments, we were faced 
with that decision of the late Government. I do not say that that decision 
was unwise in the ( ircumstances of tlie situation, hut that was one difficulty 
that we had to labour under. In spite of that, Sir, I think we have done 
something and nothing better could W done. 

So far as the ])reH(‘nt budget is (‘oiicerned, honourable members will see 
that there is an incrt'ased ])rovision of Its. ”,25,000 for grunts-iu-aid to 
He(‘ondary institutions. (Mr. Suhendha Xath Bisuas: Gne anna i)er day!) 
There is an incn‘as(‘(l j^rovision of JN. 1 lakh for Arts ami SeieJice Colleges. 
Again, Sir, thert? is a provision of Ks. 75,000 for new scheme madrasalis, 
and Us. 25,000 for old scheme madrasahs ami Us. 10,000 for tola. Over ami 
above this, T n»ny say that there is another amount of one lakh of rupees 
which has Inaui decided to be spent in giving aid of an emergem'v character 
to «<econdary institutions within a very short time. The money will be spent 
early next year. That money has not been provided in the budget, but since 
the budget pr(q)osals were drawn up (iovernment took that decision and the 
immev will be available for expenditure early in Aj)rll. Sir, this is what 
little has l»een possible for us to do. 

Dr. Syuumj)rasad Mookerjee 1ms said that the ]>resent Ministry has not 
eaid a single word about educational reconstruction. Sir, I am surprised 
that a statement like this could come out of the lips of a man like 
Dr. Mookerjee. Are we to assume that Dr. Mookerjee does not know any- 
thing about the Sargent report? (Dr. Syam.apras.ad Mookerjee; That is 
your report!) Sir, under the present circumstances we cannot do anything 
immediately so far as reconstruction is concerned, Eeconstruction has to be 
started after the war, but ve have to plan now and for that the Government 
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of India took timely «tep8 and they set up a committee of post-war reoon- 
. stmction and Mr. Sargent, the Educational Adviser of the Government of 
India 

Dr« NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are finishing demolition first, so 
that construction may follow ! 

Tha Hon’bfe Mr, TAMIZUDDiN KHAN: It is going home, I know, 
but listen. And that report has been adopted with certain changes by the 
All-India Advi.sory Hoard of Education. Now, Sir, that is an All-India 
scheme and no one can deny that it is a scheme of a very far-reaching 
character. In spite of a large amount of money involved in the scheme, 
something like that will have to be done after the war. 

So lar as we in Hengal are (oncerned we here have set uj) a post-war 
reconstruction committct' and we have also t*<*t uj) a post-war reconstruction 
Kul)-coininittee on education. That committee will consider the Sargent 
replrt so far as it is applicable to Hengal and I can say, Sir, that in that 
committee there are some of the most eminent educationists in Hengal. 
Therefore it (annot be said that the present Ministry is not bestowing any 
thought wlialHoever to ediuational reconstruction after the war. 

Then, Sir, 1 would like hurriedly to go through the various motions that 
have been moved and supported by members of the Opposition. 1 would like 
to take them up in the reverse order. Mr. Narendra Nath Das Gupta raised 
the question of inadequate provision for toh. lie says that only Hs. 10, 000 
has been provided for graiits-in-aul to toh. That is not so. Hs. 10,(K)0 is an 
additional provision. There i^ already a ])rovision of Us. 44,000 and that 
"as the [)rovision during tlie last Ministry, hut we have thought it fit to 
increase that aimmiit hy Us. 10,000. (fries of “hear, hear” from the 
Coalition Party henche.s.) The amount is not largo, 1 know, but that is all 
that we c(uild ]>(*ssihly d(c 

I hen, Sir, a comparison has been mad«‘ with tin* tirovision for madrasahs. 

1 do not blame my iriends who liave raised that jioint, because there is a 
mi.ilcading statement in the budget itself. The budget shows a sum of Us. 1 
lakh for madrasii)>s. That includes Us. 75,000 for new sidieme madrasahs, 
junior and senior. These new scheme madrasahs, junior and senior, are 
nothing hut secondary institutions. The senior new scheme madrasahs teach 
up to the Matriculation Standard >nlh slight niodificatiims and tlie junior 
madrasahs iijj to tlie M. K. Standard. Therefore that Us. 75,000 ought to 
have gone with Us. 2,25,000. T.eaving that aside, the increased provision 
bir old isfheme madrasahs is not Us. 1,00,000 hut Us. 25,000 and for toh it 
is Us. 10,IM)0, That will I tliink (dear the misuiifbTstandiiig. 

Maulvi Ahdur Uazzaq who. 1 think, is nothing if not shrewd, raised the 
question of the provision of teaching Koran in primary schools. Did he 
during the regime of the last Ministry raise tbui point and was he succossful 
in indudiig that Ministry to do something^ Hut his whole object was not 
11* . I can clearly »ee what hi.s object was. Ilia object was to make some 
political capital out of the .situation. 1 can easily see that having Wen 
isconifited in bi« fight against the Muslim League in his own ronstitu«^ney 
the other day he wants to make amends for that hy having a gihe at the 
league and the League I.ieader on the fioor of this House. 

»»r. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of order? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My point of order is this whether you 
will allow a rnem])er in the course of discussing the educational budget to 
go to MorjK* local election affair 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thot is no ptiint of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : But my friend is also ignorant, 
lie |)rol)al)ly does not know that there is a provision for religious education 
ir» the firesent priniarv school curriculum and in mf)st of the schools there is 
a provision for religious cdu(‘ation which includes the reading of the Koran. 
Beading of the Koran cannot he excluded from religious education so far 
as Muslims are concerned. But the real disease is not there. There is that 
provision. But there is one thing for which we, the present Ministry, are 
not resjionsihle. It is this that diniat or religious education is not an 
examination subject. As it is not an examination sul)je(;t, naturally many 
of the jiriniarv schools negleid the teaching of that subject. ^ 

My honourable friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan today 
unfortunately (rould get no opjiortunity to s]»eak. lie drew my attention 
only the other day to this jioint and as soon as he drew my attention to that, 
I started rertain enquiries. 1 think that thei'c will be no dittic'ulty in 
introducing an examination so far as the teaching of religious education is 
ooncerned. 

1 will now# come to tin* motion of Mr. Patiram Hoy. He has siioken 
about the Scheduled (histe education. He is naturally doubtful of anything 
that the jiresent (lovernuient may do. (A voick : Kverybodyl) And that 
is the obsession of the opjmsition of the present day. May I remind 
Mr. Hoy that this provision of Hs. b lakhs was not made last \ear or the 
previous year. We have made that provi.sion this year. His suspicion is 
that this is not going to be a reiuirring provi.sion. It is no doubt true that 
in the budget this provision is not shown as a recurring provision but at the 
time the budget proposals were lonnuluted no cut and dried scheme was 
before the (lovernment. Therefore it could not be shown at the time of the 
preparation of the budget as a recurring ])rOvisi()n. But what (‘ould not be 
previously <lone we propose to do. The previous plea was that for want of 
schemes money could not be spent. We are no longer going to yield to 
that plea. We shall see that proper schemes come up and that the money is 
spent. I give you this us.suranee that the money will be spent and that 
this amount of Hs. 5 lakhs will not be a casual lump grant but a recurring 
grant. 

Mr. Patiram Hoy also rui.sed the question of appointment of Scheduled 
Caste members in the Education Department. 1 admit that in the Education 
Department we have got a very .small number of Scheduled Caste officers. 
No one (lejdores that situation more than 1, but actually it is very difficult 
to get adeiiuately qualified candidates in all the educational services, parti- 
cularly in the posts of professors and lecturers. Mr. Patiram Roy pointedly 
referred to the panel f<»r .school-teachers and sub-inspectors. I do not know 
whi|t was done by the Ministry which he supported but so far as the present 
Ministry is concerned, 1 can say this that I examined the last panel that 
was formed and there I found that the Scheduled Cattie proportion was 15 
per cent., in accordance with the communal ratio rules. Whenever appoint- 
ments are made I take good care to see that every possible attempt is made 
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for giving the Scheduled Castes their proper share. As I have already said, 
we do not always succeed. ^ 

As regards primary education. Mr. Giasuddiu Ahmed complains that 
primary education has not been made free and oompukory. I do not know 
whether any one under present circumstances can seriously urge that primary 
education can be made immediately free and compulsory throughout Bengal. 
The Primary Education Act is now in force in 17 districts and the question 
of introducing it in several other districts is under consideration. We are 
doing all that is pt)ssihle. 

Then, Sir, Dr. Mookerjee as well us my honourable friend Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta raised the (jiieHtion of assistance to teachers of sectmdary schools. 
Only a tew days ago I gave an assurance to this H(»nse that the question 
was under examination and that something was going to be done. Dr. 
Mookerjee says that it a as a vague assuranee. 1 admit, Sir, that it W'as not 
very definite, but T think 1 can give the House a more definite a.ssiirance 
today. I would rather like to read out a statement so far as this matter is 
conc erned : — 

“The justice of the claim of teachers to assistance from public funds is 
admitted by every one. After discussion with the Finance Minister and the 
Finance Sec retary it has been agreed that assistance wnll he provided for both 
sec'ondury and primary sc hool teachers to such great <‘xtent as the finances of 
the province will permit. Although the estimates before the House do not 
include any specific provision Ictr dearness allowance to teachers, I am 
authorised to give an assurance that arrangements will be made for the pay- 
ment of wliat will he, considering the fiuanccvs of the province, a substantiu] 
dcuirne.ss allowance tcj both sc‘c*ondary and primary school teachers and I should 
like lc» add that tlic* teac hers of recognised old scheme madrasahs and ioh will 
alM) he included in tlie scheme.’'’ 

I win further assure the llouve that immediate stejis will lie taken to 
bring the .-.cheme into operation, and I see no rwison wdiy before the end of 
April it .shmild not he implemented. The scheme .should be uiqdicable to all 
tttichers of a|)prov(*d schcnds - nolj-aided .scusindary .scduMds as well a.s aided 
ones. In the ca.se of jirimary scIkhiIs, the .scheme wdll lie extended to non- 
distrirt .sc liool hoards also. 

Sir, I oppose all the wit motion.s. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would like to say a word or two 
regarding the wrong .statement 

Mr, SPEAKER. Mr. hazlul Hucj, I think it w'ould he better if you 
Uike some other oc casion to explain if there is any wrong .statement nmde 
with regard to the previou.s Ministry. You cannot sfiwik at this sUige after 
the Hon’ble Minister ha.s replied. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Sir, if I speak on this subject on a different 
occasion, it would not only not .suit the occasion on which I may sp«<ik but it 

would also be irrelevant (Jxmd noise from the Ministerialist Benches) 

I would osl^ you to give me only one minute. If I havQ to defend myself 

agamst the mean attacks from the Hon’ble Minister (Ixmd iioi.se from 

the h’oalition Benches) condemning the previous Government, this is the 

only occa.sion w’hen I should do so. (Loud noise.) I want to point out that 
some of the members of the pre.sent (.^binet were also in one or the other 
of the previous Cabinets (loud noise) and were responsible for the 
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budgets of the previous years. The only fault of mine at the present momei 
is that I am now in the Opposition and therefore all the blame is to I 
atUu bed t-o me for what was done by the previous Governments, althoug 
the present Minister himself was also responsible for the policy of the previou 
(H)verijments. (Loud noise from the Coalition Benches.) 

TJie motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand c 
Bs. 1,82,7^>,00U for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General 
he rediux'd by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Batiram Bov that the demand of Bs. 1,82,73,000 fc 
ex^HMulitiire under the head “37 — Edueatinn— General” l)e reduced by Bs. 10( 
was then put and lo.st. 

Tile motion of Maulvi Abdur Bazaiik that the demand of, Rs. 1,82,73,00 
for exiienditiire under tlie head “37 — Eduoution — General” he reduced b 
Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddiu Ahmed that the demand of Bs. l,82,73,00i 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced h 
Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupt^i that the demand o 
Bs. 1,82,73,000 tor expenditure under the head “37 — Education — Generar 
he reduced by Bs. 100, was then put ami lost. 

Tlie motion <d the llon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum o 
Bs. 1,82,73,000 be granted for expimditiire under the head “37 — Education- 
General” was then put and agreed to. 

37—Education->Anglo-lndian and European. 

The Hon*ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on tlie^ recsmimendation o 
His E.xcellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum ot Bs. 11,2(),800 Is 
granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Eilucatiim — Anglo-Indian am 
llluropean,” 

Mr, W, C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, if I take two minutes of the time o 
the House it is only to touch ujam two jM)ints. the first, that the Europetu 
sclunds 4ill over the province, especially in Calcutta, have been dislocate( 
by Jhe circumstances of the time, espc'cially by recjuisition of buildings 
tliAirmy. They are working in pieces all over the country, from CalcutU 
to Simla, and 1 am asked to say a word of thanks to the many officials am 
non-sifficials, the many in public life and in private life, men and women o: 
all communities, who offered their kindness and their services to the.se schools 
If it had not been for this, the sch<H)ls would not have been able to carry oi 
their work in the present adverse conditions. The other point is this: thei: 
Indian pupils have generally l>een severed fixmi European scluxils because 
their iwireiits luvve not been able to send them away to various places in Indu 
in these small jmrcels. 1 am asked say that European schools value theii 
Indian pu[)ils and their connection with Indian families, and hope that these 
relations will be resumed in fulness after the present emergency is over. 

The motion of the Hou’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum oi 
Bs. 11,20,800 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Educxition— 
Anglo-Indian and Europwui” was then put and agreed to. 

AdjourmiMiit 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 14th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Asseobljr assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assemhlv Hmise, Caleuttu, on Tuesday, the 
14th March, 1944. at VK) p.m. 


Prtsent: 

Mr. Sjteaker (tlie HoiiTde Mr. SvEi) Xai’shkh Ali) ill the Chair, 13 
Hon’hle Mini>ter^ and 199 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aniwert were given) 

Foodstuffs supplied to restaurants, caf6s and hotels in Chittagong town. 

•1R3. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the llon'ble MiuLster in charge of the 
Civil Supplich Department la* pleased to state — 

(// ) the iiumlier of — 

(/) restaurants, 

(m) cafes, aiul 
{m) h(*tcls 

that liave been started in the town of ('hittagong since the 
cioation of the ( ivil vSupplies DciMUtineut ; 

{h} the number of them that existeil in the mukI town lu'fore that date; 
and 

{(■) the quantity of — 

(i) rice, 

(/i) atta, 

(iii) flour, 

(if) dal, 

(r) sugar, 

(ri) kerosene, 

and six other articles supplied to each of them? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Buhrawardy): {a) and (//) A statement giving the required information 
is laifl on the Table. 

(c) Detailed figures are not readily available. 

SUitcment referred t4) in rejdy to cUivses {a) and ( 6 ) of stapled question 
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Oeatht diM to starvation in dessoro. 

*164« Mr. ATUL KRISHNA QH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of (.’ivil Supplies Department be pleased to state the number of people 
thai hare up to date died of starvation for want of food supply in the district 
of Jessore? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): No deaths have been recx)rded as wholly 
due to starvation. 

Number of appointments in the Alipore Collectorate. 

MS6. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Ilevenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the number of new clerical appointments made by the present 
District Magistrate of 24-Parganaa in the Alipore Collectorate; 

(w) the number of them that are (1) Muslim, (2) Caste Hindu, and 
(3) Scheduled Castes; 

(in) tbe number of vacan<;ies that have been filled up by promotion by 
the present Magistrate in the Alipore Collectorate; and 

(iv) the number of them that have gone to the Muslim? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in making 
the apiK)intments ns referred to in (a) (i) and (lii) the Communal Ratio 
Rule was ol)served ? 

(f) If the answer to (h) is in the n€*gative, is the Iloii’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of making an emjuirv into the matter at an early 
date? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tank Nath Mukerjea): {a){i) Permanent — 9; Temporary — 71. 


Permanent. Temporary. 

(ii) (1) Muslims . . 5 31 

(2) C/asto Hindus . . 3 32 

(3) Scheduled Caste . . 1 8 

{Hi) (1) Froni Lower Division to Upper Division 2 

(2) From Sub-grade to Lower Division 6 

(iv) (1) In the Upper Division — 2 Muslims. 

(2) In the Lower Division — 1 Muslim, 


{b) With regard to permanent a|>iK)intments the Communal Ratio Rules 
were followed, but with regard to temi)orarj’ appointments the rules could 
not be followed as these appointments had to l>e made urgently for the 
reorganisation of the Civil Supply De}iartment of the Collectorate and there 
were not sufficient Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates in the waiting 
list. Fresh lists of suitable candidates of these two communities are being 
pfrepartMl and excevss in tbe appointment of Caste Hindu candidates will be 
adjusted when further apix)intments are made in future. 

Does not arise. 
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MUL Maulwi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKBAMPURl: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state-^ 
(i) how many lower division assistants in the Department were ear- 
marked for promotion to the upper division during the period from 
1931 to 1942; 

(u) how many of them were Muslims; 

(iii) how many lower division assistants were promoted to the upper 

division during the period from 1932 to 1943; and 

(iv) how many of them were Muslims? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state how many 
Muslims’ claims were superseded in the Department during each of the years 
from 1931 to 1943 in the matter of — 

(t) earmarking lower division assistants for promotion to upper 
division ; 

(n) promoting lower division assistants to upper division; 

(iii) promoting upper division assistants to the posts of Head AMistants; 

and 

(iv) promoting Head Assistants or Registrar to the posts of Assistant 

Secretaries? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — ^ 

(i) there are any (;ases in which Muslim assistants were not allowed 
promotion on the ground that they did not attain certain age 
although they were efficient; and 

(it) there are any rases in which Hindus who did not attain the age 
referred to in (i) have been promoted? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps he f»ropoHe8 to take in this matter? 

MINISTER in charga of tho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'bla 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Gofuranii): {a) and (b) A statement is kid on the Table. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in reply to clcmset (a) and (h) of ttarred guetUon 

No, m. 
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Proliiliftioii of mhiuifiotiiro of **giir*’ in oortaNi piaooo of North Bongil. 


M66A. Mr. ABU H08SAIN BARKAR (Short Notice) : ( a ) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that — 

(i) in North Bengal in the districts of Bogra, Rajshahi, Dinajpur and 
Rangpur, notices have recently been served to growers of sugar- 
cane not to make gur or molasses without license; 

( it ) from 18 miles on either side of the railway lines they have been 
ordered to carry their crops to purchasing centres established by 
sugar mill-owners; and 

(hi) hardship is being caused by such restriction on the cane-growers? 

(6) Is the Hon’ bio Minister aware that the price offered to cane-growers 
for their canes is uneconomic ? 

MINISTER in oharge of tho COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a) No. With 
a view (o maximisation of sugar production this year, the order issued in 
pursuance of the Gur (^ontrol Order, 1943, in December last, provided for 
cordoning of an area of 10 miles round sugar mills and their cane-receiving 
stations described as Schedule “A” in which manufacture of gur was entirely 
prohibited and of an outer cordon of 8 miles descried as Schedule “B’’ in 
which such manufacture was permitted, subject to certain conditioovs. The 
position has since been reviewed by Government and it has been decided that 
for the purpose of the Order, Schedule “B” should be deleted and no permis- 
sion to manufacture gur in the areas covered by this schedule is required. 
As regards Schedule “A”, the local officers have been given discretion to 
grant license tor the manufacture of (fur in areas covered by this schedule, 
subject tnlvr aha to the condition that transj^ort difficulties in moving cane 
to the purchasing centres or the mill gate are such that it is not physically 
possible for the growers to carry their cane to the receiving station or that 
the cane offered to the mill is refused. 

(6) No. The prices fixed hy Government, viz., Re.l at receiving stations 
and Re. 1-2 at the mill gate are considered quite reasonable and this w^as 
done in full consideration of the prices of alternative crops, transport 
charges and other relevant econoinie factors. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYALs With reference to the decision re^mrted 
about the exemption of areas under Schedule B, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the date when this decision to exempt the second cordoned 
area wias taken and when was that decision of Government actually com- 
municated to the villagers concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, it is not possible for 
me to give the exact date, but it^is quite recently, I will admit that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that arrangements for crushing cane for making gur has 
ordinarily to be made earlier in the season about the months of November and 
December so that necessary crushing mills may be available? 

The Hoil'hle Mr. Khweja SHAHABUDDIN: It is a fact that arrange- 
ments have got to be made earlier in the season but, if I may add, these 
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armniilneiitB were in existenoe and the prohibitory hat m no way 
dielocated the arrangements. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that along with the prohibitory order arrangements 
were made by the local officials to see that no machines for crushing sugar- 
cane other than those used for the purpose of the mills may be used and they 
took steps to seal some of them up P 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Khwtji 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 do not think the asser- 

tion of my friend is correct. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8AMYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that Messrs. Alcock & Co. who are the largest supplier 
and Messrs, llenick & Co, who are also another big supplier had already 
entered into arrangements previously to utilise their machinery more fully 
elsewhere ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Government have no 
information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if Government are aware of great hardship being experienced by the 
sugarcane-growers for the bite decision of Government for releasing them to 
manufacture gur and they cannot make uecesjMiry arrangements for manufac- 
turing gur this season? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As I have stated earlier 
our information is (juite cojjtrary to that. The prohibitory order did not 
dislocate arrangements for the manufacture of gur. 

Bai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie Minister l)e 
pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that jlie prohibitory orders were 
i.s.sued 111 the interests of the sugar mills P 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir, it was just to 

maximise the production of sugar. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that Government issviwi this 
order without taking any census of the production of gur or the machinery 
for the production of gur in the areas affected by the prohibitory order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 have stated that the mein 
purpose of the order was to maximise the manufacture of sugar and the 
other portion of the question, I submit, does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to refer to the last portion of his answer end state what ere the 
other oonditions contemplated in granting licenses in Schedule A areas? I 
want to know what is meant by ''inter alia'. 

The Hen’Iile Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: As I mentioned, some of 
the conditions for giving permission for the manufacture of gur in Schedule A 
areas have been stated and others were, whether it was economically possible 
for the cultivators to convey their sugarcane to the mills and such other 
conditions which are too many to enumerate. 
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Rii HAREHDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir, the Hon^ble Minister has 
Duot made any effort to understand me. He is confusing between considera- 
tions and conditions. My question is which are the other conditions subject 
to which licences have to be granted in Schedule A areas — conditions and 
not considerations. 

Tho Hofl'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: My friend has misunder- 
stood my answer, 1 would submit. My answer is this that under certain 
conditions only the permission for the manufacture of gur in Schedule A areas 
could be given and the Cionditions were that if they found that there were 
physical impediments in conveying canes to the mill gate or that it was not 
an economic proposition for the cultivator to convey the cane to the mills — 
under such conditions the Magistrate was permitted to give such permission 
for the manufacture of gur. It was my friend who did not understand me. 
I understood the question very well. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether simultaneously with the prohibition order imposed 
upon cane-growers cum /^wr-growers any corresponding order was passed 
upon the owners of the sugar mills compelling them to purchase any stock 
that may be made available to them? 

Tfw Hon’blt Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; It was on the definite 

understanding that the mills will be obliged to purchase any cane which is 
offered to either a receiving centre or mill gate. If they do not purchase it, 
they will have to i>ay the full compensation for the cane offered. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps did Government take to guarantee such purchases 
when cane was offered for saleP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I will take time to explain 
this. Government ha<l undertaken to pay a sub.sidy of four annas to enable 
the mills to \uiy a price of He. 1 to the cultivator and that was a sufficient 
guarantee for the Government to see that tlie mills did purchase the cane. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that there have been many 
cases in which these agriculturists have carried canes to the mill stations, 
but they were not purchased as a result of which they were forced to sell 
them at the very self-same mills at a much lower price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : So far we have not received 
any cximplaint from anywhere. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to the question regarding North Bengal sugarcane 
if it is a fact that at the present moment sugarcane produced in North Bengal 
is not being cnisbed by the mills in North Bengali although offered to those 
mills P 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
sugarcane of North Bengal has now got to be transported as far as to 
Barsana to be crushed by the Darsana Mill? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Dr. NAtlNAKSHA SANYAL: WiU the Hon’ble Minkter be pleaded to 
state what steps Government took or what measures Government oontem* 
plated to ensure that sugarcane produced in respective areas would be 
actually taken by the mills situated within those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwa^ 8HAHABUDDIN: We were given a definite 
assurance that sugarcane will be taken by the respective sugar mills. There 
was no reason to doubt that assurance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any agreement in writing with the sugar 
mill-owners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwa]a 8HAHABUD0IN: No 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Bon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government Ux)k any steps to make it known to the 
cane-growers thtit such an understanding was arrived at between the mill- 
owners and the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwa]a 8HAHABUDDIN: Speaking from nuMUory I 
may say that the leaflets did mention that the cane ofl’ered to these receiving 
centres would he taken up by the mills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state if he is aw'are that certain mills refused to accept sugarcane offered to 
them on the ground tlu\t the qiudity of sugarcane wos not up to their 
expectation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I have not received ony 

such complaint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Does the ITon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry into the statement that by mutual arrange- 
ment the I)ars4ina Sugar Mill is now crushing sugarcane j)iodu(‘ed as far as 
in Ilajshahi and a jiart of Hogra district ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 do not see how it 

militates against the Government order as long as cane offered is being taken 
up by any of the mills. 

Mr. HARI1»ADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that the net result of such an onler is that a great panic lias been crmted in 
the area around ten mile.s of the mills, so that there may not he sufficient 
cane-growers in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr.' Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not apprehend such 
n contingency. 

Dr. IIALINAKBHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to give us any ideo as to whether the order has had its desired effect namely 
any increased crushing of sugarcane is actually taking place on the Imsis of 
kst year’s crushing or the year previous to that in the present year? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is too early to say that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
three mills at least in Bengal could not operate to the extent that they 
normally did in the past and one mill had actually not opened at all this 
time? 
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Thf Hon’bia Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Even if it is so, it liad 
nothing to do with the Government's prohibition order. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawert to which were laid on the taUe) 

Prospoot of Jailon. 

72. BalHl KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(i) the Jailors are now recognised as gazetted officers; and 

(it) their transfers, leave, etc., are being regularly gazetted? 

(h) Is it a fact that Superintendents of Jails are being recruited from 
retired Police Officers in preference to the claims of experienced Jailors? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Govern- 
ment propose to take to create more openings for the educationally and 
otherwise qualified and deserving Jailors to bring the service in equal lines 
with the sister Police Department as to pay and prospects? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Nazimucfdin): Yes, except for purposes of audit. 

(ii) Their appointment, promotion, posting and leave are notified in the 
Calcutta Gazette. 

(h) No, except in one case for one year only, w^hen no suitable officer was 
available in the Jail Department. 

(c) The post of Superintendents of District Jails and Borstal School, 
Bankura, and of Deputy Superintendents of Central Jails are now open to 
suitable Jailors by promotion. 

Muslim prayer room In tho Court building of Chittagong. 

73. Khan Bahadur HAUI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
be pleased to state — 

(♦) (1) the capacity, and (2) accommodation of the prayer room allotted 
for the Muslim officers, employees of the Government and that 
of the public litigants in the Court buildings, Chittagong; 

(u) when the room was allotted for the purpose; 

(til) the percentage and the number of Muslim employees there; 

(iv) the percentage of the Muslim employees there for the present; and 

(v) whether any arrangement has been made to' protect the Muzallis 

from sun and rain during Jumma prayer? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government contemplate making any arrange- 
ment for the purpose? 

(c) If the answrer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaMd to state whether the public is permitted to raise subscriptions and 

1 ^ C 



1944.] QUiESTIONS. 

minister in ohargs of tho caMMUNIGATiaNS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (ih% Hon’bia Mr. Barada Prosaniia Pain): (a)(i) (1) 
22^x9'; (2) 20 persons at a time. 

(u) Over 35 years ag^o. 

(Hi) Not known. 

(iv) 281 Muslim employees ; 44 per cent. 

(v) Many of the Muslim employees go to Jumma Mosque to say their 
Jumma prayer. Those who do not go there make their own arrangements by 
putting up a shamiana on the ground in front of the prayer room on Jumma 
days. 

(h) In view of the answer to (a) (v), the question does not arise. 

(r) Government cannot permit the erection of a temporary shed or a 
structure in a Court compound or on Government land by the public or by one 
class of the public at their (M>at for religious purposes. But if the Muslim 
employees in the Court building require larger accommodation of space than 
what has been allowed to them, they ma}^ move the local authority in the 
matter, who will accommodate them as far as practicable. 

There is also a numl)er of mosques within 5 minutes* walk from the 
Court hill. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* In view of the fact that there are 281 
Muslim employees, but the accommodation is only for 20 persons at a time 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government find it necessary 
to provide facilities for other Muslim employees at Chittagong}^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There are several mosques within 6 
minutes’ walk from the court. They can go there and say their prayer. 

MauYvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: So far as Juvvnui prayer is concerned 
no time is allowed to them. Is the Ilon’ble Minister oware that the Muslim 
employees find it difficult to attend these mosques, because no time is allowed 
to them for prayer? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Nowadays officers are allowed about 
one hour’s time to say their prayer. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view of the fact that before the 
Muslim employees offer their prayer they have to perform oblution which 
will take time and also liecause of the fact that going to mosque and coming 
l>ack will take 10 minutes, does the Government consider it desirable to 
afford facilities for offering prayer to all the employees? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The question is as regards extension 
of time. Government may consider it when 'it will come before them for 
consideration. 

Khan Baluiiiir HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, answer (c)CS 
^ ^ ^ Court buildings 

(No answer.) 

Klitii Baluuittr HAJi BADI ANMED OHOUDHURY : Sir, Court buildings 

cm 5raT fnvi fro csfcw wmcts tv-ht# 4¥ 
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iffrff f¥ ? Sir, ^ 

♦ftft? ^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : c^uft^rm ^^1 4=?^ (TTOT 

tfjtl 

Khan Bahadur HA«II BAOl AHMED CHOUDHURY : Court buildings^fl? 

^fsT » tTr c ^ c^^ ^ ^ f% ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR : ’TPTT TOt^nr ^^)Oa ^^rfr«T 

YCTT tpi" trSTtTt^f feSt% ^Ttfif^:|fr!:^ f%f%? 

^ ?Rn( ^*yi I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: r^9\f^ f% ^ 

fVj ?f%u5fw Ki I 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR . ^ (laughter.) 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


27— Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 

I beg to move that a sum of Its. 8(),99,()t)() ]>e granted for expenditiire under 
the heod “27 — AdminiHtrution of Justice”. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI; 1 l>eg to move that the demand of Ks. 80,99,000 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” he reduced hy Its. 100. 

My purjurse in moving this motion is to raises a discussion about the 
Government pidicy in appointing (Government Plcader.s and Public 
Prosecutors. 

Sir, in every apjiointmcmt by (Government tliere is some policy and there 
is also some policy about the retirement whether on comj>leti«»n of certain age 
or termination of certain period, but in tlie a])j»ointiuent of (Tovernment 
Pleaders and Public Prosecutors we find that (Government Imve g(»t no policy, 
(Dr. ^ Ai.iNAKsiiA Sanyal : There is only oiie }»olicv, patronage) save and 
except that one policy, namely, patronage. In certain districts the retire- 
ment of (Government Pleaders and Puldic Prosecutors is long over due. In 
some places (he.se gentlemen are practically invalid and the (Government 
work is suffering ver\ luucli both in civil and criminal administration. As 
for example, the Uujshahi Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor have 
not yet retired, and there are re<*(»mmendation>s before the Government for the 
appointment of a new set of ])leaders hnt we do not understand why the 
Government have kejd the rase pending for years. Tlie reason known to us 
is this: that they cannot find suitable men who will su[»]>ort them directly 
and indirectly. There were candidates both from Kajshahi and outside. 
Previously there was a clamour that the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division preferred to have a man from among the local Bar, but unfortunate- 
ly, that person, most probably, did not suit the Government and the recom- 
mendation was not accepted. Subsequently, some candidates were nominated 
by the District Judge and the District Magistrate of Pabna. The Commis- 
aioner of the Rajshahi Division sent their names too. We were told that 
tboae- persons recommended by the District Judge and the District Magistrate 
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were quite competent and some of them had good practice. They were not 
taken for the same reason that they were not supporters of the League. We 
do not know whether they are supporters of the League or not but we know 
that they are good pleaders and that if they are appointed they will do 
justice to their eases and the appointments given to them. At Malda, we 
understand that the Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor is nearing 75 
or more. There is yet no arrangement made for retiring him and no apjmint- 
ment lias yet been made for this district. We do not understand what [udicy 
the (jovernment have been following or what they will follow hereafter in 
appointing these ttovernment Pleaders and Public Prosecutors. Very soon 
the place of (iovernment Pleader and Ihiblic Pn»secutor at Pubna will Im? 
vacant and we d(» not know whether (Iovernment will extend the term of 
office of the present incumbent or appoint a new man or they are going to 
keep the case pending for ever like the case of Kajshnlii. There are com- 
petent men at the Pahna Bar but we doubt whether they will he at all taken 
for they cannot satisfy the Ministers of the present ('ahinet. Some of them, 
we understand, approached the Hon’hle Judicial Minister hut we are sorry 
to learn that he exjiressed the opinion that he is practically handicaj)ped 
in the ('ahinet and that his voice will he of no use. He is impotent as well. 
We Moiihl like to know trom the Ilon’lde Judicial Minister wliether tliose , 
appointments will he made by tlie Ilon'lile High Court or the Legal Itemem- 
hrancer or the ('ahiiiet. (Dr. Nalinak.siia Sanyac: Or the Chief Whip.) 
The policy ^hcnild he enunciated. Who is llie master of the situation?' Will 
thes(‘ apj)oiiitiiieiit> he made by tlu* (larty mandate or by the order of the 
Cliief AMii]) or the Chief Minister!'' The ilon’hle Judicial Minister is 
re([iiesU*<l to hd tlii^ House knov\ clearl> whetlier tliey arc going to fill up 
these vacancies in the near future and to do ju.stice to the public; as well as 
(Tovernment cases. 

With these few words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptum e of 
the House 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that ibe 
demand of ]{s. 80,99,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration 
of Justice’' he reduced by Bs. ItH). In moving this motion, Sir, 1 want to 
raise a discussion about the de.simhility of taking away all criminal caseft 
inclmling appeals and revenue cases including appeals from the Magistrates 
and Collectors and making them over to Munsifs and Judges and Suhordiiiaie 
Jndge.s till normal conditions reappear after termination of war. 

Sir, although separation of the Judiciary from the wheels of the Executive 
is an old cry amounting almost to a cry in the wilderness still the realisation 
of this truth by the sages of old has not only retained its ancient w'isdom hut, 
has acquired new values in the present context of things and its acceptancje 
as a fundamental article of social system looks irresistible today. 

With the growth of democracy the administrative machinery as we 
ordinarily understand it namely the magistracy and the collectorate with 
(beir numerotis adjuncts and auxiliaries ore l>eing increasingly linked up 
^ith the day to day life and problems of the people ond for good and for 
the various departments have to partake of the conflicts of interest and 
ideologies in all their ramifications. Putting it bluntly the executive lias 
got — as necessarily it has to be mixed up with the affairs of the ordinary 
and the more Government have to be responsive the larger and the 
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more numerous will be the occasion and the necessity for such mixing up. 
Party Government can never rid itself of its amenability of influences and 
the executive being the only organ of the Government in its administrative 
functioning it must have of necessity to play the role of an advocate and of a 
partisan highly interested. 

This is revealed in three marked ways, namely, when (1) the executive 
is the judge and the prosecutor, (2) the executive is the judge and the 
accused, and (3) the executive is the judge and the prosecutor and the 
accused. Let me give concrete examples. 

In the first place the judge and the prosecutor in one becomes a veritable 
persecutor. 

(1) A particular Subdivisional Officer in a particular subdivision of a 
particular district wanted the headmaster of a particular school to include 
in the membership of the managing committee himself and such other 
members as might extend the sphere of influence of the Muslim League 
party but the silly headmaster who was more interested in the school which 
he had founded than in anything else was not too eager to accommodate the 
Subdivisional Officer so readily and in course of a few days the offended 
Subdivisional Officer in his Hitlerian vanity instituted and caused to be 
instituted several criminal cases in his own court against the unfortunate 
headmaster who instead of being placed on a regular trial because there was 
neither case nor evidence was subjected to endless harassments in the shape 
of daily detention in court, issue of non-bailable warrants, refusal of copies • 
terrorising lawyers, etc. 

(2) The same Subdivisional Officer put into jail hajat a gentleman w'ho 
was acting as a spokesman of a particular community in a matter w^hich 
vitally concerned that particular community and this because the Hakim 
thought that the gentleman was insolent. When the District Magistrate 
called for records and asked for explanation on a transfer application being 
made before him on the ground that copies were not being granted the 
Subdivisional Officer reported that there was no such case pending before 
him. 

(3) Another Subdivisional Officer wa^it to a village for collecting w’ar 
funds and an old and highly respectable villager did not agree to the quota 
fixed for him and the Subdivisional Officer suddenly discovered that the 
wall of his house was new and that he must have built it with his own bricks 
W'itbout the permission of the Magistracy. He was peremptorily taken into 
custody and the old man despite his blindness and old age and despite his 
relations offering a cart for the journey was marched twenty miles on foot 
under handcuff, bail was refused in the village and in court till he agreed to 
plead guilty. A heavy amount w*as realised from him towards war fund and 
the Subdivisional Officer as the judge vindicated the wrath and indignation 
of the Subdivisional Officer as the administrative head of the subdivision. 

Coming to the second class, the consequences of a combined judiciary and 
executive are still more appalling when the limbs of the executive stand in 
the position of the accused. It is common knowledge that ever since the 
price control came into existence and after that the Department of Civil 
SuppliM following in the wake of famine condition — the agents and con- 
tractors of the Government and officers and clerks of the public adminis- 
tration became gi;|i)dually involved in large numbers in what is by this time 
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universally known as colossal corruption. Numerous complaints on specific 
instances of big and small dishonesty began to pour in from all responsitde 
quarters including members of the legislature, but in 999 out of a thousand 
the magistracy as the judge turned a deaf ear to the complaints against the 
magistracy as the accused. 

(1) A big hoarder of foodgrains was placed in charge of anti-hoarding 
in a whole subdivision. He rounded up petty stockists including small 
mutwahs of petty wakf estates, coarced them to sell their stocks at dictated 
low price, but when attention of the authorities was drawn to the several 
thousand maunds of foodgrains in custody of the same big man, well, 
nothing could be done since he was the organ of the executive for the very 
valuable* anti-hoarding drive, and I am posted with information that this 
gentleman has been recommended King’s Honours. 

(2) An agent for distributing paddy seeds for “Grow' More Food” 
campaign in an afflicted area colluded with the offlcer in charge for such 
distribution and advanced cash and took receipt for paddy. On a complaint 
made by me the District Magistrate was good enough to say that the matter 
would receive his consideration but he had not the courage nor the fairness 
to proceed judicially forthwith. 

(3) A clerk of the collectorate detected the clandestine removal of 
foodstuff from the house of a supply officer w’bo is a Magistrate under cover 
of night and the whole neighbourhood a-ssembled and witnessed the matter 
and a complaint was made at the thana. The Subdivisional Officer made a 
private executive enquiry in spite of the protest that he was indirectly 
involved and the case w'as dropped and the poor clerk received admonition 
that he was an agitator. 

(4) When two supply officers, both of them Magistrnte.s, were caught as 

having dishonestly and surreptitiously disposed of large (quantities of food- 
grains under fictitious permit.s and defalcated big quantities of quinine on 
forged challans and cases were started the Subdivisional Officer wdio was 
also in charge of the department concerned passed a judicial order that no 
ca.se lies. Constitution taught that King can do no wrong and the execu- 
tive judge holds that an administrator cannot commit any offence . 

Ttm Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. I 
submit the honourable member is referring to matters which are mh 
judice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am a practis- 
ing lawyer and 1 am more competent to decide what is sub judice and what 
not. What I have been saying has nothing to do with sub judice cases. 

Ever since Government became the supplying and trading agent black 
niarket opened its bead office in Government offices and money began to 
pass like honest cigarettes through hands of officers and clerks and all 
complaints met with insult and refusal and justice loitered lonely in the 
cold shade of neglect and ignominy. 

If an independent judiciary were available for taking up and enter- 
taining such cases 1 have no doubt that in course of the last twelve months 
or so a large number of Magistrates and their subordinates would have 
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become His Majesty's guests in the numerous prisons of tbe province, and 
the Majesty -of Law would have been amply vindicated and justice saved 
from sJ a ugh ten 

There is a third class of cases in which the executive is the judge, the 
prosecutor and the accused rolled into one compost of a peculiar kind, the 
like of which it is not possible for civilisation to comprehend. I am 
illustrating from happenings of my district again. 

Several poli(*e officers have been charged w’ith extortion of money on 
various pretexts and threats from innocent villagers. It took several 
months t(» have an executive enquiry made and the accmsed were given 
unusual time and latitude for influencing and gaining over the victims and 
at long last there was no way out of summoning the officers w'ho were 
called upon to meet accusations inv(dving non-hailahle ofl'ences of a very 
serious nature. The complainants are not allowed to prosecute through their 
own law^yers and the police inspector is to be in charge of the prosecution 
and tile Jh)lice Magistrate is to hold the trial and the police officers are to 
take their trial. In a ca.se like this against any jirivate individual however 
high might his position be the Crown w’ould insist upon the accused remain- 
ing in custody lest evidence be tampered witli. but here the accused are not 
only allowed to remain at large, they are even allowed to continue in their 
station where they can exercise their powei- and influence in such a w'ay as 
to make the case against them fail for want of evidence. On hearing dates 
the witnesses for the prosecution have to appear in the first instance at the 
Court Police Office where their testimony is tested and the accused are 
already there carrying on friendly chat with the Police l’ro.se(‘utor who 
looks more a patron of the accu.sed than an ally ot tbe complainant. Can 
anybody urge that all this is conducive to a fail- trial*' 

Apart from all this, from the practical consideration of expediency and 
efficiency it is desirable that the over-worked Magistrates are relieved of 
the burden of case work. They are already over head and ears in volumin- 
ous indoor and tuitdoor work. The increasing pressure of public opinion 
and administrative demands are daily adding new burden over their 
shoulders, and they ,aie so spent up that they have neither time nor energy 
for doing case work. They have to take up cases grudgingly at the fag 
end of the day when the w'orld looks boring to a tired mind, and the result 
is obvious. Delay and dilatoriness is rampant. Ordinary cases are taking 
six to twelve months on an average. Ajiiiellate Magistrates hear appeals 
an<l then forget the case in three months and then deliver judgment in 
haste on the eve of transfer from the station. The wlude thing has become 
a scandal. Appointment of a few lawyer Magistrates may be helpful in 
relieving the congestion, but this in itself cannot restore confidence and 
efficiency which have been damaged completely. 

Mnnsifs and Judges are not infallible and they also frequently commit 
errors in their judgment, but on the whole people do not fear that there 
will be devastating failure of justice. Somehow or other one has more faith 
in this side of tbe judiciary and the High Court has succeeded in toning 
up confidence in the non-executive judiciary. Munsifs as Magistrates have 
also proved a success. It is therefore easy and proper to place all case 
work under tbe Judge and tbe High Court so that people might begin to 
feel that justice i,s being sought to be administered. 
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L4erate tbe executives for exclusively applying their energies to the 
wheel of constructive work in the midst of the people in distress) and place 
judiciary on a footing from whitdi not as a hand-maid of vested interests 
but in its native splendour free from administrative cares and worries it 
will inspire freedom and confidence. 

Miulvi IORI8 AHMED MIAs Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 80,1)0,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Adminis> 
tration of Justice"' be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion about the inability of the Oovemment to remove the 
present Government Pleader of Mulda who tried to legalise tli^ most 
atrociou.s conduct and illegal action of the teaching staff of the Adina 
Fazlul Huq College in trying to remove it to Malda town. 

fVl CJT 

]jf? TOT ^ ^ ^ I tEtt TOTCf I 

f?r5t? firM? C«m ^ ’Ttrm «RT 

I n=aRf wtym 

^ Tt^ cT^?n oi ?rnrfi^ 

i 

^ TO (?TTO ^ 

30^ I f^Rnro? ftff^^frrsT to^to '^3 'srtott gtrofTO?! 

^ ^ TOt^ffl 3)W7 fettt CTOlS? f^tR 

TOt? TOi? ’rftrj TOf topf ^ ("f^^c^nf fro 

3rRp^ to:? TO?? TO?f?T f?c?Rr? C5>ft toto? ?c? 

TOi? TO, 3?? SfV? ^irfrTO TOrm s^fcro i 

3 ^ ?n:TO I 

The case of Fazlul ITuq College, Adina, presents a very complicated 
and an unprecedented state (>1 affairs. The c<dlege wa.s functioning for the 
last three sessions at Dadanchak hut all on a sudden the Principal, the 
Professors and about 2o students came over to Malda town on the 22nd of 
July, l{)4d. and proclaimed themselves us the Fazlul Huq College, Adina, 
and gave out that from the 2drd July it would function at Malda towm and 
not at Dadanchak. The Secretary of the Governing Body — the founder of 
the c(dlege Mr. Idri.s Ahmed, wlio actually met the Principal at Dadanchak 
on the 2nd of July^was never taken into confidence and for the matter of 
that no memher of the Governing Body was cognisant even of the proposed 
step. It is difficult to find language strong enough to condemn the 
procedure followed and the action of the Principal and the l*rofoftSors. 
The public of Malda town. hr)wever, lent their moral support to this 
clandestine removal of the college from Dadanchak and the delinquent 
teachers found them.selves in an atmosphere at once friendly and helpful. 

sa-’Hi nrof Ttrw rtn 4? 'srt wisrf^ i cv^f, 

5n5piT Secretary. =WI < r c ^ re ’^. i(HwcS'« ’fS*!'- 

Sfvesra w ’fisrfc? ’pi Sw' ’Frt #vt5ii 

'*'5^ cB'ttiSfl ^ Bf*! >11:^ f%f5i ^'•pi SfiPT iflB; -mn sn btot 
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^r?m »rlTOr ^5 r:?ri 4 ^ipc^r^ :«r%tr^:— 

The promoters of the proposed college, however, are not contemplating 
the starting of an ordinarj^ I. A. college on conventional lines. They are 
convin^d that “the divorce between learning and manual work and the 
consequent loss on the one hand of the sense of dignity of labour and on the 
other hand of interest in and vital touch with the traditional arts and crafts 
of the country” lies at the root of the present unhappy state of the educa- 
tional system obtaining in the country 

Mr. SPEAKER: ] 

Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: 1 leave it, Sir. 

si'lcf 7r5T^ b'^C'o ^ I 

5 7[\f] 7^ I T3;t?r^ 

I ^-h-^lfer I ^ ^ ^TTR? ’^rp c? 

0^ ^ ^fimr 1 ^srmi '& c? 

Sc^T 4^ ^ crtc^r CW ^ifsp^T 

Tm ^ I 4^ wtii 

^ I cTO wr^ 4^ ^ ^ i 

’51^ ^ 3>rcTC5T^ i^cf i mmj c^^tcr ^ 
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wti5f% '<3 ^ 4^f^ !:ff¥ 8of^ 5 crtrs ^,4, •'ifNi 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Ks, 80,99,(100 for expenditure under the head “27 — Adminis- 
tration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 in order to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the High Court and some other courts in securing justice to 
the people in a class of cases. 

Sir, I would very much like, while we are debating this important 
subject, that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Home Affaris, who is also 
the (Jhief Minister, and particularly the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies, would be present so that they themselves might have a direct idea 
of the complaint entertained by members, but. Sir, I am disappointed in 
that expectation, but I do hope that our clean Minister of Justice, who has 
both his lower chamber and upper chamber clean, will keep at least suffi- 
cient notes to enable liis colleagues to do proper justice to the points raised 
during today*8 debate. 

Sir, on a previous occasion I had submitted how the High Court of this 
province had degenerated into an executive machinery and justice was being 
trampled without any proper regard. Thereafter, Sir, I listened to the 



1944. , 


DEMAND FOB OEANTS. 


ei 


Hon^ble Minister in cliarge of the department who said that we are now 
living under British justice and surely when British people are the judge# 
we cannot expect anything going wrong in his estimation. Therefore, Sir, 

1 have to refrain from repeating those arguments again. Today I would 
propose to take up two or three other classes of complaints. 

In the first place, we find that there is a great trumpeting now going on 
from one end of the country to the other about the necessity of stopping 
black-marketing and profiteering. And there was also a great furore 
created from all sections of this House, particularly from the European 
party, that they must lynch the persons responsible for such anti-social 
activities. But, Sir, when it comes actually to finding out the victims, the 
real culprits, the big fishes somehow manage to go out of the net and it 
is only the humble small fry that somehow get caught when they were more 
or less attempting to evade certain technical rules of Government. The 
reports of various courts both in the city of Calcutta and outside will show 
that the so-called Defence of India Rules cases instituted to stop profiteering 
and black-marketing are nothing more than mere cases for infringement of 
technical rules. Seventy-five to 80 per cent, of these cases involve petty 
offences and at most account for a loss to the community of a few annas or 
a few rupees. Hundreds, thou.sands and lakhs of rupees are being earned 
by the real black-marketers and profiteers who go absolutely unattended to 
and neither the Executive is prepared to catch them up, nor is the judiciary 
in a position to take them to task. 

I had recently a few .such case's brought to our notice and I was surprised 
to find that the Hon ’hie High Court went so much out of their way as to 
address letters and even publicly allowed some of thejr okservations te l>e 
published in the Pre.s.s which amounted to nothing short of a mean inter- 
ference wdth the coiir.se of justice, about the maintenance of which the 
present Chief Justice in connection with another High Court case waxed 
elequent. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Do not bring in the Chief Justice. Only mention the 
High Court. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir, Certain Judges of the 
High Court in connection with another case made certain queries 

Mr, SPEAKER: Do not reflect on the conduct of High Court Judges. 
Better say High Court. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Very well, Sir. The High Court made 
such observations and they were allow^^ to be published in the Press. It i# 
found that the entire judicial system has become paralysed because of such 
observations. The Magistracy wants to increase the number of prosecutions 
and they want also to show, for purposes of publicity by tbe Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Publicity Department, increased nuraV)er of cases 
of prosecution under tbe Defence of India Rules and convictions. Wbat 
really the offence was and what was the nature of the conviction is kept 
back from the public only to create impressions. Impressions are thus 
being created. On the other hand disposal of cases of the nature of 
Manindranath Das murder, which my esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta drew attention to through a question a few day# ago, remain 
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•till the prerogative of British Jury and on tho recommendation of such a 
British Jury a man who was actually caught red-handed murdering another 
innocent villager was let off. Government would not even go on appeal 
against such an order, because the accused was a British member of a parti- 
cular class of Government service. 

The other class of cases where justice cannot be obtained are cases of 
persons who are employed under the Government, particularly the Police. 
My esteemed friend Mr. Sasanka Sanyal has already given a long list of 
such cases and made a brilliant appeal to the House to separate the Executive 
from the Judiciary. I will only lend support to his observations by quoting 
one more case, —the case in which an arrogant Superintendent of Police in 
a mufussal district was accused of a heinous crime of having indulged in 
unprovoked assault not merely on a respectable citizen but a youngman 
when he was bleeding and his wounds were being attended to in his house. 
I am emboldened today to refer to that case, because due to the Govern- 
ment’s funny methods that case is now no longer sub judice. Mr. Pollard 
who was the accused in this case was Superintendent of Police, Berhampur, 
and it was in the first week of April, 1943, that he indulged in this game of 
assault. Thereafter a case was duly instituted in the local court. Months 
went on. The Magistrate did not either have time or something else 
happened and the prosecution could not go on from day to day. After some 
months in that position, somehow or other the Hon'ble High Court found 
it necessary to order that ca.se to be transferred to Alipore for trial here. 
And curiously enough the Government of Sir Nazimuddin in their wisdom 
also, about the same time, thought that here was an occasion for chastising 
Mr. Pollard and so they transferred Mr. Pollard from Berhampur. Where? 
To Alipore, and here at Alipore Mr. l^ollard was being provided with 
Government money for conducting and continuing his case. At a subse- 
quent stage it was di.scovered that on account of certain ob.servations again 
of the High ('ourt the sanction of Government was necessary. That 
sanction w^as duly applied for, and in spite of the fact that the High Court 
had given a mild hint that (lovernmeiit should in sucdi (“uses give necessary 
sanction, the sam*tion has not come even up till now. The result has been 
that the complainant had to come day in and day out from time to time from 
Berhampur to Alipore and incur expen.ses and only to be told that the caee 
cannot go on. ritimately the Magistrate in his wi.sdom thought that he 
should dist harge the accused at this stage. Mr. Pollard is now a free man. 
As an accused he was also enjoying leave from Government not only once, 
not only twice hut from time to time he repre.sented to Government, we 
presume, that certain very important tilings required his absence and he was 
given three months’ leave. And wliere did he go during the leave? He 
went to Murshidabad and stayed with one European friend of his and he had 
been doing tadhir for all his nefarious cases going on. The man who was 
transferred out of Berhampur, was again found loitering about in Berham- 
pur and at one stage when there was some doubt whether the Magistrate 
could discharge the accused or not, he approached certain person with a 
proposal that this case might be compromised as against another false caae 
that be and his henchmen had instituted against some youngmen. The 
other case has been heard and yet the whole thing has been hanging on for 
tome weeks. The Magistrate could not or did not give his judgment for 
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several weeks. Judgment was aot delivered — it was baaging — ^probably 
because ibe superior wisdom of higher authorities 

SPEAKER* That ease is pending. Do not mention it. 

Dfi NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not referring to the case, I only 
said that judgment is pending and for weeks past the judgment is not being 
delivered. It is a wonder why such a thing should be allowed to go on. 

The third class of cases where justice cannot be obtained are cases in 
which Government party meml>ers or members who promised to give support 
to the Government and are likely to help them in their position and power 
are involved. There have been numerous case.s, and one interesting case is 
that at Barisal — I would not mention the case because it is still sub judice 
— where justice cannot be done because certain members of the Assembly 
are involved who are still promising support to Cioverumeiit. 

Sir, 1 submit that the entire judiciary of this province has gone 
thoroughly debased and in order to lift it out of the present morass what is 
needed is the bold step of separating the Judiciary from the Executive. jWe 
had ‘»ome respect for the rule of law and if law is in this way trampled upon 
we do not know' where we shall be landed and I would not welcome the day 
when we shall have to challenge the authority and justice and fuirminded- 
uess of all judicial officers beginning from the highest man in authority in 
the Judicial Service of this province w'ho has in our opinion been more or 
less the handmaid of the E.\ecutive. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD 18 RAH-* Sir, the first motion moved by my 
friend Mauivi Azhar Ali, is to raise a discussion about the Government policy 
in appointing Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors. 

The other day there was a question put by my friend, Mr. Asbutosh 
Lahiri about the percentage of Hindu and Muslim Pul)]ic Prosecutors. Ho 
prcbablv thought that there were more Mu.slim Public Prosecutors hut it wn.s 
found to his utter surprise that so far as Muslims were concerned it was 
much below' the number contemplated under the Gommunal Ratio Service 
Rules. I would urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to see that so far as the 
appointments of (lovernment Pleaders and Public Pro.secutors are concerned 
communal quota i.s maintained. 

There is another point. There are certain Government Pleaders and 
Ibiblic Prosecutors who are allowed to continue even after they have 
attained 60 years. In Government service l>eyond 55 years of age or after 
50 years of service nobody is allowed to continue but with respect to Govern- 
ment Pleaders and Public Prosecutor.^ they are allowed to continue even 
after they have attained the age of tiU and one, two or three extensions are 
also being granted without finding out suitable men for appointment either 
as Government Pleaders or Public Pro.wutors. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The same thing happens in the A.R.P., 
Civil Supplies, etc. 

Mtul¥i MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* Tl^' are not relevant. We W'ill make 
‘>ur observations when the appropriate occasion comes. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When it suits you it is all right. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD i8RAIL: Now, coming to the appointment of 
Honorary Magistrates, we find that there are suitable candidates both in 
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Mualim and Scheduled Caste communities. No attention is paid to the 
appointnient of Honorary Magistrates either from Muslims or from 
Scheduled Caste candidates. 

So far as the appointments of District and Subordinate Judges are con- 
cerned there are at present 34 District Judges of which there are only about 
4 or 5 Muslims. They can legitimately claim under the Cominunal Ratio 
Rules 17 posts. There are only 4 or 5. I would urge upon the Hon’ble 
Minister to see that this discrepancy is dispensed with. So far as Subordi- 
nate Judges are concerned, the same story is repeated there. So far as the 
District Judges are concerned, out of 10 District Judges promoted from the 
rank of Subordinate Judges there is only one Muslim, and there are 9 from 
the Caste Hindus. There is none from the Scheduled Caste. So far as the 
other cadres are concerned, there also the same story is repeated, I would 
urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to see that these wrongs righted within a 
very short period. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, nobody will differ from the 
observation of the speakers opposite that there should be a clear division 
between the Judiciary and the Executive. That has been or that used to be 
the hardy annual in the old Congress and the old Muslim League resolu- 
tions, but so long as the separation is not made and the Government of 
India is carried on under the traditions of the Indian Civil Service, I think 
that we shall have to carry on as best as we can. Where I wish to join 
issue with the speakers opposite is that they cannot hold the whole magis- 
terial and the whole judicial services as corrupt. I am sure that when they 
think over the subject more carefully they will realize that there must be 
•ome good men among these Magistrates and Judges who carry on their 
duties ill an honourable way. I sometimes feel that if we nm down our own 
brothers who hold the majority of posts in those departments we demean 
ourselves in the eyes of those who are not very 8ym])athetic towards us. 
(Dr. Naunaksua Sanyal: That is why you are shielding corruption!) In 
my view this is not the right way of tackling the problem. That mistakes 
do occur, that there are defects whitb we must remove, 1 admit, but to get 
up and say that their judgments are influenced by official decisions and 
official iustructious is not only improper but unkind and unjust 
(Dr. Naunaksha Saxyu. : All truths are not palatable.) As regards the 
improvement of our judicial system, we shall do our best but to say in the 
same breath that the Judiciary and the Executive should be separated and 
then to run down the High Court is, I do not think, in the best interests 
of the service. They are breaking their own argument. I again repeat 
that the separation of the two functions of Government is very necessary, 
but not on the arguments presented by members opposite. I hope in future 
they will mend their way and not run down our own brothers in the Judicial 
Service or any other service of the countiy^ (Dr. Nalixarsha Saxtal*. The 
Chief Justice is not our brother) because our brothers in these services, 
•whether they are 3rd class Magi^gpates or District Judges or even High 
Court Judges, try to do their best according to their light to serve the 
interests of the litigants as well as the general public. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BCHARY MULLICK: Sir, in rising to speak a few 
words on the Judicial Budget I should begin by offering my congratulations 



to the Hon’ble Judicial Minister for reserving a few appointments for the 
members of the Scheduled Castes. I would only remind him that he would 
now be good enough to take his decision at an early date so thet those 
candidatfw may no longer remain in suspense. (Dr. NALm.ucsHA Sakyal: 
Not before the Assembly session is over !) In coming to his own conclusion 
I would also appeal that he will not as in the past or in the present introduce 
others as members of the Scheduled Castes for making these appointments 
from among the candidates. He will be good enough to keep to the list 
which is settled by His Majesty’s Government in finding out the true 
members of this community. Now, Sir, coming to the budget itself and the 
few cut motions discussed on the floor of the House I can well appreciate 
the difficulties of my honourable friend, Dr. Sanyal, for he has never been a 
member of the legal profession, but 1 do not really understand the grievances 
of my honourable friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekbar Sanyal, who claims to be and 
is a member of the legal profession and as such he should have been able 
to see to these things as to how justice is administered in any court of law. 
You can really take a man to task for what he is able to do but has not 
done, but you cannot take one to task for what one is not able to do and has 
not done it. 

Now, Sir, so far as the administration of justice in this province is 
ciucerned, it is a patent fact that it is not certainly for the Government of 
Bengal as it is iuiutioning today to be responsible for all the different 
things that are happening in the courts of law in different j»lace8. It is 
indeed true that in the dispensation of justice you must be able through 
your courts to inspire confidence in public minds, but before you are able to 
do so you must also ensure that you have got the right type of men at the 
helm of affairs who are called upon to administer justice in this country. 
Therefore, Sir, we are brought back to the elementary question as to 
whether the Government of Bengal can he said to be responsible for making 
appointment of all these judicial officers. There are various agentdes by 
wdnch these appointments are made. If we only take the Bim])le8l case of 
those who are called upon to admini.ster civil justice, my point will l)« a 
bit clear. ^Till the Government of India Act, 1935, came into operation all 
these appointments were practically made by the High Court acting under 
the Civil Courts Act of IHSii: the lowest rung, namely, the Munsif’s cadre, 
is entirely within their province. The High Court appointed Munsifs 
and from amongst the Munsif.s promotion to the next higher cadre, namely, 
the Subordinate Judges, has been made and is still made by the High Court. 

Now, Sir, 80 far as the movement of these officers from one place to 
another is concerned, it is still within the purview of the Ilou’ble High 
Court, and as was* explained by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, Nawab 
Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, when presenting his first Budget in 
August, 1937, and his second Budget in March, 1938, when the first 
Ministry was functioning, he [»ointed out to the House that the High Court 
has got an autonomy though the province of Bengal has been given another 
autonomy. (Dr. Nalinaksha Saityal: Imperium im irnperio.) There- 
fore, Sir, it was difficult for one provincial autonomy to control another 
autonomy which was perfectly independent of the executive government to 
administer their own affairs. So far as the District Judges are concerne<l, 
w® know they are chosen from out of the senior members of the Indian 



66 


DEMAND FOE GBANTS. 


[14th Mabch, 


Civil Service or out of the senior Subordinate Judges who are promoted to 
that cadre on the recommendation of the High Court and accepted by the 
Government of Bengal. The Federal Public Service Commission is also 
coniulted. That being the position, Sir, it is difficult for one to appreciate 
the grievances that my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal or Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal has made about the way in which these officers are functioning in 
the interior. So far as the High Court is concerned, they are above all 
(criticism by this House, and we know that l>€fore the Government of India 
Act, 1935, came into operation the High Court Judges were appointed by 
His Majesty's Government at the instance of the Governor-General and the 
Provincial Government had also some say. But after the Government of 
India Act, 1936, came into operation, the Provincial Government have got 
no say in the matter. Even when acting appointments have to be made, 
they are made on the recommendation of the Hon 'hie the Chief Justice 
when the Governor of the province is consulted. That being the position, 
it c^annot really be said that the Judicial Department of the Government of 
Bengal have not been doing what they have got the power to do. I feel 
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department will certainly be 
able td convince the House that he cannot be held responsible for this sort 
of things. We have always known that the Hon’ble Nawab Musharufi 
Hossain has never been criticised as Minister in charge of the Judicial 
Department, from this point of view. All that has been said has been that 
this Budget should be allowed to go through, with the remark that more 
amount should be added so that the Nawab Saheb may be able to meet the 
wishes of the members of this House. 

With these words, Sir, I offer my congratulation to the Hon’ble Minister 
for getting a larger amount than what was done previously. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir, on behalf of the Ulema party 1 wi.sh to make 
a few observations and suggestions. Fir.st of all, 1 agree with my esteemed 
friend, Mr. Abdur Itahman Siddiqi, that there are limiiations under the 
Government of India Act regarding the judiciary, but even within those 
limitations it should be the special duty of the Government of t^e day and 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department to appoint the right 
type of men as Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders as suggested 
by Mr. Mullick, becau.se on that really depends the proper administration 
of justice. Sir, it is a well-kown fact that Public Prosecutors demand fees 
in addition to what they are entitled to get from Government, from the 
parties concerned. This is nothing hut oppression on the part of those who 
arc meant to render help to the administration of proper justice. 1 am told 
that in sessions cases after a day’s hard labour they do not feel happy to 
go hack to their homes empty-handed. And on that plea they demand 
additional fees from the parties. I would therefore suggest that Public 
Prosec'utors and (Jovernment Pleaders should be paid their fees daily by 
way of encouragement. Mr. Mullick has suggested that the right type of 
men should be selected. In this connection, Sir, I would enquire what is the 
right type of men wanted. One class of men will say that this is the right 
type of men and another class will say that quite the reverse type is the 
right type. Sir, we of the Ulema group say that we believe in Divine 
Dispensation and what is revealed in the Shariat should he the criterion 
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to decido what is the rifrht type of men for this purpose. Man is alwairs 
subject to errors: man is always apt to commit blunders. Therefore we 
have firm faith and belief in Divine Revelations and in nothing else. 
From personal exp^erience of men in this country and abroad and from 
history we find that the Divine Dispensation is the only saviour for all human 
beings. And ours being the Tiftst Dispensation 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanaullah, you are speaking on the administration 
of justice done by human beings and you should deal with that only. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: That is exactly what I am coming to. No doubt 
that human beings will administer justice but the judges should be the 
right type of men and tlie witncses should be honest and truthful. Ttuit 
is the reason why we believe in angels who are truth personified. That is 
why we think that the Omnipotent and Omniscient Allah should be our 
Guide and honesty .slnnild be our m(»tto when appointing Public Prosecut4>rH 
and Government Pleaders. 

(At this stage the house was adjiuirned for fifteen minutes for prayer.) 

(After o<ij(>urnmvnt.) 

The Hon'Me Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAiN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, my friend Mr. Sanyul No. 1 — Mr. Susanka Sekhar Sanyal — has given 
us a li.st of general cases which happened in the country. lie does not 
furnish us with the name (»f a single person who is involved in it. As I 
saw the Civil List, 1 ibund that more than 80 per cent, of the Rulnli visional 
Officers are men oi Caste Hindus, If my friend cun think that they are 
not fit for these places, 1 think they condemn themselves. (Laughter) 1 
cannot for a moment believe that the statement whicli my friend has jmi 
before the House lo tually reflects the truth. It may be in his imagination. 

He might have got some liallucination which lias ju’oduced all these cases, 
otherwise if he had the courage, he could have given us the names of all 
those officers who created all the mischief that he has painted before us, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. For 
reasons of parliamentary propriety I cannot give the names. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know that. He cannot say that. 

The Hon’ble Nmvab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahaiiuri 

From my experience I have never come across in my public life uj) to date 
any act of the kind which my triend has just narrated before the House. 

I am at least 20 years senior to him and during all these forty years of my 
public life, I have never heard that any officer can do as mean and cowardly 
an act as he has actually placed before the House. When the fa<ds are 
not before the Government, he is not in a position to say whether Govern- 
ment can take any action at all against the officers who are guilty, as my 
friend was saying, of a wrong that has been perpetrated and this I can say 
on behalf of the Home Minister as well. Neither the Home Minister nor 
the Minister of Civil Supplies is aware of the facts which my friend has 
placed before the House. fDr. Nali5aksha Sanyal: How can theyK They 
will never be aware.) Then the question is if it is a vague generalisation 
like this, I do not believe that any action can be taken or any action can 
be suggested to the right quarters even. 
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Then comes my friend Dr. Sanyal. He in his usual way has complained 
against the High Court. He says that the High Court is not working 
properly. May I point out to him just one instance (Dr. Nalin.uisha 
Santal: Pollard case) where the High Court said that the Government 
of India even is not right in having an Ordinance (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: 
For which you are appealing to the Privy Council.) under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules. That has been declared to be ultra virei by this 
very High Court (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Not by this Chief Justice.) 
and that has also been accepted by the Federal Court (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal; But the Government of Bengal has not accepted it). Here you 
had been speaking against the High Court and not against any particular 
Judge, but if this High Court was not in existence, then who would have 
given you this judgment? That shows that the High Court has been 
working independently and for the good of tlie country. 

Then, as regards some of the allegations which my friend l>r. Sanyal 
has made 

Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a cjuestion of privilege, Sir. 
The mike is not working. We cannot hear the Hon’ble Minister at all. 

Mr, SPEAKERS It is w'orking. 

Df, NALINAKSHA SANYAL S It is just like the other organs of the 
Government. (lAiughter.) 

The Hon'IMe Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I may simply tell him that as far as my knowledge goes, they have been 
working rightly and honestly. 1 oj)pose the motion that hii.s been moved 
by him. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Pollard prosecution 
sanction c?R ? 

The Hon’Me Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is not my department which is responsible for this. As regards sanction 
I may tell him that it is the Home Department which Is responsible for all 
these actions and my department cannot be held resjwnsible for these things. 
When the fact is like this I cannot but opjwse the motion of my friend 
Dr. Sanyal : 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL; For once you do not oppose; let us see 
what happens! (I^aughter.) 

The Hon’bla Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, iChan Bahadur: 

As regards Maulvi Azhar AH he has made some allegations. He has said 
that we are delaying in making some appointments. I may say that better 
delay than do a thing so quickly. My friend ought to know in this case 
^ the difficulty of appointment is really very great. It is not a one-party 
question. District Officers and Divisional Commissioners also come into 
the picture, and whenever an appointment is to be mode, that appointment 
must have the approval of all the parties fconeerned. Here the Minister is 
not the only person who is concerned. When the Minister disagrees, the 
wtter goes to the Commissioner and the Collector, and it takes a long 
time for us to get their opinion. 
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As regards some of the people who are still working as Gbvemment 
Pleaders and Public Prosecutors (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: You must 
stand by the rights of those old men !) you cannot all on a sudden turn out 
these people for whom we have not provided any pension. If you want to 
turn out a man who has given you service for years, you must think of his 
case seriously before you do so. We can give them some extension and get 
their services. Of course time has come when we should do something and 
if the House thinks that they should go, they will go and I will carry out 
the wish of the House. (A voice : Give them some allowance.) As regards 
allowances, I cannot say anything. In these circumstances, I do not think 
that I can support the motion of my friend Maulvi Azhar Ali also and I 
oppose it. 

The motion of Maulvi Azhar Ali that the demand of Rs. 80,99,000 for 
expenditure under the head “27 — ^Administration of Justice** be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

'Die motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 80,99,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion ol Maulvi Idris Ahmad Mia that the demand of Rs. 80,99,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 1(K> was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nailiiakshu Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 80,99,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administratiim of Justice** Iw reduced 
by Rs. 1(K) was then ])ut and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Ho.ssain, Khan Bahadur, 
that a sum of Rs. tS(),99,000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
”27 Adininistrafion of Justice” was then put and agreed to. 

42~-C(M>peratioii. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, on the recott- 

mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 17,17,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation’*. 

Sir, in presenting these demands 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it will be better if you reserve your remarks 
until cut motions are moved. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, I feel that most of 
the points to be raised in the cut motions will be met. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole trouble is that whatever you may say now, 
the Opposition members will move their cut motions. Therefore it will be 
better it you reserve your remarks. 

The Hoii'bis Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, at the fag end of 

the day it becomes very anomalou.s to reply to to all the points to be raised 
categorically. 

< Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take? 

The Hon’bto Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Five to sevep minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All righti go on. 
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* .TIm Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, in presenting 

these demands I would submit in brief the policy of the Government so far 
as this department is concerned. With regard to the debt of members of 
rural societies, most of which have become frozen, the policy of the depart- 
ment as in previous years has been to have this debt settled through 
debt settlement boards according to their repaying capacity and arrange 
payment thereof through suitable instalments spread over a number of years 
not exceeding 15 as may be necessary. Members are now coming to debt 
settlement boards in increasing numbers — 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH OATTAs On a point of order, Sir. He is 
speaking regarding debt settlement board. This demand is for “Co- 
operation”. He has probably gf>t that speech ready with regard to debt 
settlement lK«ird.s but the present demand is under “Co-operation”. 

Mt. SPEAKER: There are two different demands— -one “Debt Concilia- 
tion” and the other “Co-operation”. I think it will be better if the Hon’ble 
Minister confines himself to co-operation 7mnux Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL; Sir, the function of 
the ordinary debt settlement boards is to settle 

Mr. SPEAKER; The best thing would be if you had moved both 
“General Administration — Debt (\)nciliation” and “Co-operation” together. 
Now you have already moved “Co-operation”. You move the demand 
under the other head too and then deliver one speech. That will cover the 
whole case. 

R»i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir 
That (!annot be done because “Debt Conciliation” is covered by a difterent 
grant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no harm because these are allied subjects 
like Public Health and Medical. There is no harm in moving them together 
and making one speech. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; They are two different 
grants. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: There is a great deal 
of difference between the two. The function of debt settlement boards is 
to settle debts of ordinary creditors but 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think 1 have got some ideas about Co-operation and 
Debt (Conciliation. 1 can distinguish the two. There is no doubt about 
that. It can be distinguished one from the other and speeches may l>e 
adapted accordingly. I suggest that because there is some relation between 
the two, it might be desirable and it might facilitate discusion if these 
two grants W moved together and one discussion followed. It would save 
time if there is no objection on either side to that procedure. I am not 
going to insist upon that. That is not my idea at all. But in that case 
you will have to he very careful in making your 8|)eech. You will have to 
confine yourself to Co-operatiou mmus Debt Conciliation. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If you will be good enough 
to look at the Eed Book, you will find that Co-operation is Grant No. 42 
and Debt Conciliation Grant No. 25. I submit that my hon*ble friend the 
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Minifitvr will have to move these two grants separately. His speech on 
Grant No. 25 will have to be different from his speech on Grant No. 42. 
The Hon’ble Minister perhaps has got his manuscript ready lumping up the 
two grants and it may be convenient for him but I submit that under the 
rules the two grants must be moved separately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no good wasting time, Mr. Mandal, please go 
on with your speech on Co-operation. 

TKe Hon’Me Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANUAL: The department is 
anxious to see that the debts of all the members are settled as early os 
possible so that the correct position of the assets of the co-operative societies 
may be ascertained and ways and means devised for the rehabilitation of 
the movement. The policy of helping the members with seasonal credit for 
the cultivation of crops also continues. The issue of such loans suffered 
to an extent this year due to the disturbed conditions in the eastern part 
of the province owing to the war and also due to ct?rtain delay in the 
resumption of the actual business relationship with the Provincial Hank 
which was suspended for a year because of non-fultilinent of certain (Mnidi- 
tions of crop loan which used to be i.ssued througli tlie said Hunk. A total 
crop kvun of Rs. 17,39,485 ha.s so far been advanced and some applicniions 
for loans are pending. The total Hudget provision for crop loan through 
co-operative so<'ieties during the year was Its. GO. (M), 000. 

Issue of long-term loans has now been definitely taken away from the 
Central Hanks which are for th(‘ present left with crop loans only and is 
being entrusted to a s]>ccial type of bunks wbicb are known as Txind Mort- 
gage Hanks of which W(‘ have now 9 in 9 districts of the province, thie 
more such bank was established at Feni In the district of Noakhuli, but 
could not be given a start due to the intensive military activities in the area. 

The proposal of raising funds for these banks through debentures haft 
not materialised. The advice of the lUfserve Hank of India has been against 
the boating of any debenture so long as the present unsettlwl conditions in 
the money market continue. The Hengal l*rovincial Co-operative Hank, 
Limited, wliich was financing the I>and Mortgage Ranks as a temporary 
measure discontinued to do so as it did not suit it to advance long-term 
loans with short-term deposits received by it. Accordingly, the (ioverri- 
ment has undertaken to finance these banks from the last year. A sum of 
Rs. 2 lakhs was advanced during the previous year for this purpose and 
another sum of it.s. 3}| Likhs has lieen provided in the current ytvir's 
Hudget. There has been comparatively smaller demand for loans from 
these banks during the year as the substantial agriculturists who are served 
by them are now better off due to the abnormal rise in the prices of agricul- 
tural commodities. 

A 8ub-(M)mniittee for the co-operative movement in Bengal under the 
Bengal Post-War Reconstruction Committee has recently been apj>ointed. 
The terms of reference include almost all the aspects of the movement. 

In view of the very satisfactorj' paddy harveftt this year and the very 
favourable market conditions, a collection drive has been arranged in all 
the districts of the province and an extensive propaganda ift in progress to 
induce the agriculturists to take the full advantage of the present highly 
advantageous position and reduce their debt to the best of their capacity. 



DEMAND FOlf GBANTS. 


72 


[14th Makch, 


The collection expected to coneiderably improve this year with a decidedly 
salutary effect on the movement as a whole. 

Increasing attention is being paid to the development of co-operative ^ 
marketing. The marketing societies made considerable progress during the 
last two years and earned large profits due to the exceptionally good market 
prevailing in those years. This has enabled them to build up substantial 
reserve funds to their material advantage. The Gosaba Sale and Supply 
Society in the district of the 24-Pargana8 and the Parbatipur Sale and 
Supply Society in Dina j pur district made a profit of about Es. 2,30,000 and 
2 lakhs respectievly this year. Other societies also earned a good profit to 
the advantage of their members. The number ''of marketing societies is 40 
of which 11 are financed by Government. 

There has been a great demand for consumers’ societies during the year 
owing to the abnormal food situation in the country. Not less than 200 
such societies have been organised in all parts of the province. Thirty-one 
of them have been established in the city of Calcutta itself. Thirteen of 
these societies have also been included in the present rationing scheme. 
Apart from this, many of the Central Banks and important co-operative 
societies have opened a store section and are supplying foodstuffs to the 
consuming public at reasonable prices. A large number of Central Banks 
have also been appointed as distributing agents for Btandai‘d cloth. A few 
participated in the last Ava Procurement and Purchase Scheme of the Civil 
Supplies Department and <‘ollected about 80, (XK) maunds of paddy and rice 
from both members and non-members. A large number of them and also 
the marketing societies are participating in the present Amnn Procurement 
and purchase Scheme of the (’ivil Supplies Department. 

Many of the Central Banks have earned substantial profits through the 
side business in controlled commodities, standard cloth and also by supply 
of auA paddy to the Civil Supjdies Department. They are on the one hand 
serving the (‘onsuming public and on the other improving the financial 
position to their mucli needed relief. War orders for supply' of textile 
goods manufactured by co-operative societies to the value of Rs. 6 lakhs 
were secured from the Department of Supply, Government of India — jths 
of these orders have been satisfactorily executed and the remaining Jth is 
under execution. This has provided work to the members of the weavers’ 
societies during the present distress and revived the activities of these 
societies. The members have also acquired a proficiency in improved weav- 
ing w'hich will be heljdul to them in their profession. 

Mauivi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that tlie demand of 
Es. 17,17,00(1 for expendit^e under the head “42 — Co-operation’’ be 
reduced by Es, 100. 

In moving this motion. Sir, I wish to raise a discussion about the failure 
of Government to take effective steps to give relief to the members of the 
rural societies from their heavy debts they have been unfortunately involved 
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(The member having reached time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sit, 1 have got another motion which 1 
want to move and on which I want to speak also. 
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Mr. SPEAKER; You can simply move the other motion formally if 
you like but you cannot have any more time to speak on it. 

Mstlivi WALIUR RAHMAMs Sir, I beg to move that the deman<l of 
Its. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation’* be reduced 
by Ks. 100. 

I move this motion, Sir, with a view to raising a discussion about the 
failure of Government to reorganise the movement in the right line to 
improve the economic condition M the people. 

Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co- 
operation’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, in moving this motion I want to raise a discussion about the supply 
of adulterated co-operative milk. 

1 beg also tc) move that the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure 
under the head “42 — Co-operation’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion, Sir, with a view to raise a discus.sion about the 
failure of the Government to bring handloom industry of the province 
under co-operative societies. 

This evening, Sir 

jTh® HoifbM Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDALs Gn a point of order. 
Sir. The first motion intends to raise a discussion about the supply of 
adulterated co-operative milk. What does the mover mean by thatP 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I shall just now make it 
clear to the llon’ble Minister himself and to the House what is meant 
by a discussion about the supply oi adulterated co-operative milk, and I 
shall satisfy the House that milk supply in this case is a matter which 
concerns the Co-operative Dejmrtment. 

Sir, one retired Deputy Registrar of the department was appointed a 
Special Officer lor the Vrovincial Co-operative Bank. He could not remain 
satisfied with this new job alone but he managed to get himself nominated 
on the Board of Directors oi the Co-operative Milk Fniou and also got 
himself appointed as the Deputy Chairman on a monthly salary of Rs. 150. 
This otticer functioned there for some time as the Deputy Chairman drawing 
Rs. 150 in addition to the salary which lie drew from the Bengal Buhlic 
Exchequer. During his time corruption was noticed in the affairs of the 
union and it rose to such a height that the Board of Directors were dis- 
gusted and cut dowui his salary from Rs, 150 to Rs. 75. They thought 
that he would resign as a result of the step that they had taken. But he 
did not. Subsequently, the Board of Directors by a resolution forced him 
to tender his resignation and then he resigned. But he is still shining as 
a Special Gflicer of the Provincial Co-operative Bank absolutely for nothing. 
Soon after that another suf>porter of the Ministry was again nominated on 
the Bonnl of JBreclors and was also appointed through the instrumentality 
or influence of the present Ministry as Deputy Chairman of the Milk Union, 

Tilt Htll*lllt Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: On a point of order, 
Sir. Hit motion relates to the subject of supply of adulterated milk by a 
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c«Ttain oit;»nisation, but is he in order when he discusses what has happened 
to that society, its administration, its origin and so on? 

Mr. tFEAKER: Certainly he i8 entitled to discuss these things in a 
Budget discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENORA NATH MANDAL: That may be, but 

is it permissible 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is 


Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Then, Sir, he was 
appointed Deputy Chairman and he was drawing and is still drawing Rs. 150 
from that union. And who is this gentleman? He is no other person than 
the Parliamentary Secretary- of the Co-operative Department. He is draw- 
ing hundreds of rupees from the Bengal exchequer as u Parliamentary' 
Secreta-ry' and he has been as Deputy Chairman drawing Rs. 150 which is 
equal to the salary'' of the member of this House. I question the propriety 
of this gentleman liecoming the Deputy Chairman. Is it permissible under 
Government rules? It is during his tenure of office that there has been 
adulteration of milk to its present extent. 

Sir, a fund has been opened by this gentleman. He is at the helm of 
affairs of the union as Deputy Chairman. The fund is kilown as the 
Special Contingency Fund. Why? The reason is very clear. Some time 
ago there was detection and there were .some cases and those cases ended in 
convictions. This union was convict4Ml and fined several times, 

Then, Sir, the Medical (’ollege is the biggest consumer of this union and 
the authorities were dissatisfied. There were good many cases from that 
institution. Then in order to satisfy, in order to silence them, Govern- 
ment has nominated the Secretary of the Medical College on the Board of 
Directors of this union. That was not the end of the matter. The specdal 
contingency fund created by this gentleman, the Deputy Chairman, is being 
utilised to silence the Medical College staff* by underhand means. 

Xow, Sir, milk is ])urchased from members of the union at a lower 
rate. The.se poor people cannot raise their little fingers against this 
gentleman, they cannot say anything because be is a semi-Ministcr or ht^ 
has the Minister at his back. Milk is adulterate<l ; milk is purchased from 
these members of the union at a lower rate, and adulterated milk is pur- 
chased in the market. Not only that, Buffalo’s milk is purchased and 
water is added to it to dilute it. Skimmed milk is also purchased and 
diluted with water as the skimmed milk has the highest .specdfic gravity. 
I do not know whether there is any bargain in the profit between this 
Deputy Chairman aftd the employees of the union. The Minister has to 
explain the conduct of this Deputy Chairman, becau-^e after all be happens 
to be the Parliamentary Secretary of the Minister. 

Sir, I now pass on to the other motion and I will try to finish in a 
minute. The graut under this head is unsatisfactory. There was a grant 
from the Central Government for organising this handloom industry in 
Bengal. That was to some extent utilised by the previous (rovernment but 
this Government did not take any initiative for popularising handbMun 
industry in Bengal, and there is abs<dutely no provisicm in the Budget for 
organising it. You know. Sir, that there are classes of weavers in this 
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country, both Hindus and Mussalmans, who are known aa tanUt and 
hmka/r$. They have been turned destitute by the last famine and the 
Budget will show that a paltry sum of Ks. 1 lakh and 90 thousand has been 
provided for getting nets and looms for them. Yesterday my honourable 
friend Mr. Datta pointed out that the fishermen, cobblers and other back- 
ward classes are neglected in the sphere of education. I would submit that 
not only in the sphere of education but in other spheres also they are trodden 
hordes and nobody takes care of them. There is fly shuttle weaving in our 
part of the country among the Muslim weavers. It is a nice thing to see. 
Even the womenfolk at leisure hours produce cloth and lunijit. If there 
was a Government subsidy, if there was a Government grant, if there was 
regular and sufficient help, if they were orgnised under co-operation, if 
there was co-ordination and co-operation between the Departments of 
Industry and Co-operation, certainly this class of people or classes of people 
would have their backbone straight and they might have stood the shock of 
the last famine and Government would not have to spend any amount for 
purchasing the fishing nets and looms. 

Mft 8U KUMAR DUTTA! Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs, 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42— Co-operation” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion ab(»ut 

the scheme for the development of handloom industries. I also support the 
motion of Mr. Sliamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar. 

Sir, this Co-operative Department has absolutely failed to organise and’ 
inifirove the handloom industry in Bengal though it had great op]»ortunities 
of doing so. The major portion of the grant for handloom industry from 
the India Government goes to the Co-operative Dejiartment and so the res- 
ponsibility of the department for tlie development of handloom industiy is 
very groat, hut in the past this department has misspent the money for this 
grant in a manner which is not at all excusable, A calendering mai'hine 
was bought from the money from this grant which wais subsequently used 
by a p(vw'er loom factory. Nearly hall of the grant w’us spent in subsidising 
one solitaiy organisation wbicdi did very little for the development of the 
handloom industry. I only ho])e that this money should be spent for this 
purpose. 

In recent times the Co-operati'ce Department did not enjoy a g(x>d re])u- 
tation for honesty and efficiency. The defalcation and subsequent bank- 
ruptcy of the numerous co-operative credit societies is a scandal. The 
department has nothing to be proud of. Of course, as regards handloom 
the department haa not fared so badly but still much is left undone and 
there is scope for great improvement. The Minister in charge and the 
responsible officers of the department should take this up in right earnest 
They must realise the imiwrtance of developing handloom industry special- 
ly at this time. They should take a lesson from Madras where handloom 
co-o}>erative societies are a splendid success. Unfortunately, the Ministers 
themselves seldom look into these matters and things are left to the perma- 
nent officials who seldom bother much about any scheme. Thus even under 
the so-called self-pivernment there is very little improvement in the nation 
building department. I sincerely appeal to the Minister-in-charge who has 
recently been in the gadi not to follow the foot-prints of his predecessors 
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in iner4y leaving everything to the official but to take a personal interest 
in the Jiandloom industrj^ the development of which is a vital problem of 
this province. I can assure him that he shall get every co-operation in this 
matter from the Opposition benches. 

In this connection I should mention that the three departments dealing 
with handloom industry, namely, the Co-operative, the Industries and the 
Civil Supplies whose business is the yarn control which is verj- much vital 
to the handloom industry, should be co-ordinated and a conference should 
at once be convened with the Ministers in charge of the departments and 
the M. L. As. from different handloom centres to formulate a w'heme for 
the development of handloom industry and steps sliould W i^nmediately 
taken to the formation of an autonomous handloom board with adetpiat-e 
funds for the execution of such schemes. That this department is not well 
alert to the interest of handloom industry is apparent from the fact that it 
has not protested against the imposition of sales tax on handloom products 
which has affected the sale of the handloom prtKlucts from the co-operative 
depots. I request the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Department through you to take this matter up even at this late hour before 
the new^ sales tax passes through Ihe Fpper Hous<‘. 

With these words, Sir, I resume ray seat. 

Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head *'42 — Co- 
operation” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
failure of (lovernmeut in organising more consumers' villatre Cf)-onerative 
societies in rural Bengal, 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I crave your permis- 
sion to move the motion standing in the name of my esteemed friend 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, who is under detention. I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. l7,17,fKK) for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation** 
be reduced by Ks. 1(K) to raise a discussion about the failure of Govern- 
ment to set up co-oj)erative consumers’ societies and purchase and sale 
societies to reduce the harmful activities of the hoarders and black marketers 
and the failure to financially help and encourage the existing co-operative 
(consumers’ and purchase and sale societies in existence and for not giving 
the charge of distributing rationed articles to about 40 of the existing 
consumers’ stores of the province. 

Sir, unlike our previous speakers this evening, I would like to stiike a 
new note. I would submit that the Government of Bengal have lost a 
valuable opportunity and have allowed something which could be built 
upon the debris of o devastated nation to be left unfinished. Last year 
when we had famine stalking this land there was insistent demand from 
various ]»art8 t(» have all-parties or non-parties local food committees set up 
for rural areas both tor coll<‘cting l(H*al resources as miudi as ])ossible as well 
as to assess the needs and help in the di.srtibution of foodstuffs. Food 
committees were (Muistituted at an enormous cost at different j)laces. but 
unfortunately little he(*d was paid to tl\e possibilit\ of co-operative organi- 
sation in every part (d Bengal to undertake the huge task of not only main- 
taining civil supplies but also rehabilitation of the dying and devastated 
countryside, (hir grievance is that throughout the last d(> or 40 years of the 
co-operative movement in this province more emphasis has been laid on 
credit societies than on other co-operative organisations and neither 
consumers’ societies nor multiple societies received the reipnsite attention. 
As a result when we were in need of a machinery to assist Govemment in 
this important task <d‘ maintaining food and the essentials of the lives of 
the people Governnumt luul to look first to the trade and when trade agency 
w’as found to be not adequate enough or corrupt in malpractices Govern- 
ment hud to set up its own macliinery composed of Government servants 
and nominees. In b<»th these attempts and experiments we had un- 
fortunately much sad experience and my grievance is that Government did 
not take sufiicient steps to allow’ a new organisation on the basis of co- 
operation, whi('h was practically the only po.ssible organisation to give 
proper succour to the people, to be built up, without depending on private 
organisations on profit basis. I submit. Sir, that it is not yet too late and 
I know' there are co-operators throughout this province who are anxious to 
assist Government in this important task. 
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We are not yet out of the wood and I feel that if GoTernment takes the 
matter up more seriously and sincerely, it is not yet too late to set up a 
sufficient number of co-operative societies, to have a net work created 
throughout the province for taking up this imjiortant task of maintaining 
civil supplies. 

While on this, I cannot but sound a note of warning to the Government 
regarding this setting up of co-operative machinery for in one respect they 
have so far failed to inspire confidence. One important reason for the 
failure has been the failure to select proper officials. The efficiency of the 
staff and tlieir integrity have not lK‘en up to our expectations mainly because 
the selection of the staff has not l>een done on the basis on which we would 
like it to be done namely through the hel]) of the Vublic Service rommis- 
si(»n. The staff in the Co-operative Department, the inspectors and auditors 
in ])articular and even up to the Assistant Registrar, they are selected by a 
small sub-committee or a Ibuird composed of the Registrar, the Deputy 
Registrar, the l^arliamentarv Secretary and one S|H'cial Officer ami the 
Personal Assistant to the Registrar Of these people, again unfortunately 
for us, two offi(‘crs are holding officiating ai>pointments and therefore they 
cannot hut go on pleasing the powers that he. The third officer who is the 
Personal Assi.stant is one about wiiom the province went into fnnvre a few 
years ago and aho\it whom a severe castigation was also made by a Tribunal 
of tile (Tovernment and >et. Sir, that officer has now been brought down to 
assist the department not only as Personal Assistant to tlie Registrar but 
also as an impoitant perxm to select new entrants to the department. He 
is nothing mine tlian a hazar sir<(vr of the Minister in charge. 

The I*arliamentary Se(Tetarv win* is a particular friend of mine is (»ne 
of the persons who also lodjdng in the selection, about whose activities 
certain revelation.s have been made in the IDm.se today T would not like 
to dwell on that matter any mon*. 

With regard t(» the transfer and appointmenth, (amsiderafions other than 
efficiem’y have been all(»wed in such a manner to come into play tbai the 
whole department has heconn' corrupt and su^pect. I would ap|M*ul to the 
(lovernment to see that the situation is at least attempted to be taken out 
of this rut and in thi.N matter it is mU merely tliat Hindus are suffering but 
Hindus and Muslims both suffer erjuully. I say, Sir, that there have been 
Muslims in tin* department who have given very good serv’i«*e but they are 
stepped over by (‘ertain relations or frituids of particular persons in high 
office. In Calcutta, for (‘xample. tloTe is one relation of an important 
member of this Hou.‘^ wlio although a Matriculate and was a few years 
ago only an Inspector of the department low in the grade, ^^aM temjrorarily 
promoted in the department a** a Divisional Auditor and wliile he was 
officiating as suclr only for seven days, within 7 days, lie was promoted to 
the post of an Assistant Registrar and he was given charge of the imjjort- 
ant district, Calcutta it»elf. That gentleman superseded the claim.s of 
numerous Divisional Auditors and Tnspector.s, Hindus as well as Muslims. 

Transfers are being made cm communal and patronage basis. Here also 
not only the Hindus hut also the Muslims suffer. Two Muslim officers, 
A.ssistant Registrars, were transferred to Chittagong from Dacc.a one after 
the other. The first one had only a few months to serve before retiring and 
6 
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yet f)H'ause he could not please certain superior boss he had to go on 
transfer f)n the eve of retirement. The vacancy caused has not been filled 
up. The inefiiciency of the department is also due to the fact that numer- 
ous eases of aj^pointineiits are pendinjr. Appointments are not made 
j)ernianent. Persons are allowed to hold certain temporary posts and local 
arrangements are resorted to to enable patronage to be distributed without 
reference to higher authorities or to ordinary rules of appointment in 
Government service. Temporary appointments are not attended to by the 
hight'r officials in the Secretariat so much- So, in the name id' temporary 
appoint merits persons are allowed to hold office for nearly 15 or 18 months 
and so on. That upsets the programme of either the Communal Ratio 
Service Rules or anything else, viz,, promotion on grounds of merit. 
Persons are also allowed to hold lo<‘al posts which are temporarily created 
ostensibly for taking up some immediate problems at the beginning and 
when local problems take the shape of provincial issues, these jiersoiis are 
allowed to hold the posts without reference to the usual rules of recruitment 
and they continue to hold them for a long time with the result that undesir- 
able persons are permitted to continue in the department wdtliont any 
scrutiny. In this way w'e find that there are a large number of posts and 
important offices in the department which are allowed to remain unfilled 
for nearly two years. A large number of posts were ^till lying vacant. 
Advertisements were is.sued, selections were pr('i)ose(l to be made about six 
mouths ago, interviews were finished about two months ago and yet, Sir, 
the ajipointinents have been kept pending. 

Here 1 come to another interesting point. We have lu^en noticing tins 
inaliiractice from this side of the House not merely with regard to tliis 
Government but also the other Governments ]irevious to this which \Nere 
equally responsible in this resp(‘ct. This is to liold up a])pointment> in the 
Co-operative Department till the Assembly session is over. I do not know 
what is the real intention of holding up certain u])pi)intiuents but w'e have 
had occasiems to find out that there are members of this Assembly who run 
to Miuistei-s in charge and the Ouvernment for helf)iug their friends and 
relations with jobs and I am afraid I shall not be far wrong in presuming 
that these appointments are always held uj) as baits to keej) the party in 
strength. Here I would first invite the atteutiou of the House to an ex- 
Minister who is now smiling, viz., Mr. Mukuiula Behary Mullii'k wlm was 
the greatest sinner ill that respect. 

I submit that tlie afiairs of tlie department have been allowed to go so 
much wrong because auditing has not been ]»erTuitted properly. During 
the lust two or three \eaJ’s, auditors have n(»t gone to a large number of 
bunks and. Sir, as a result, we are not in a position to know what the finan- 
cial conditions of some of f,he banks are. tn that respect, even the Provin- 
cial (\)-operutivc Bank of whii h my friend Mr, Wordsworth is the Chairman 
is equally guilty. We have not lH*en in possession of the audit report tor 
the year Pm-4t? althouglA two years are nearly over and therefore no 
general meeting is likely ti» be held or is juissible. 

Coming to the Provincial Co-operative Bank, we understand that there 
was a propOvSul to appoint a \rhief Auditor for that bank. This appoint- 
ment has been kept ptmding. . Although there was a Ptiblic Service Coramis- 
»ion recommendation, Govemwient are sitting on the file for reasons best 
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known to themsekes. There is a proposal for having an expert for that 
particular bank but I am not sure if the recommendation of the Reserve 
Bank of India is going to be accepted with regard to the qualifications of 
that officer who is so much needed 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH; Mr. Speaker, Sir, befofe I touch upon 
the one point on which I wish to speak may I reply to an observutiou of 
Dt. Sanyal’s? He said that I or the bank of which I am the Chairman, 
was guilty of a dereliction of duty. Let me explain. We cannot have a 
general meeting. We ought to have it. We are anxiou.s to have it. hut 
by our bye-laws and the rules of the department we (‘unnot have it until 
we have received the audit report from the department. (Dr. N.\tjn.vksha 
Sanyal: That is what 1 said.l For several months we have been trying 
to get that audit report which i.s in the department hut for some reason or 
other it has been found impossible to send that report across from Writers' 
Buildings t(v the east side of the Dulhousic S<|iiare. where we have «>ur office. 
As .soon as we get that repoit wc sliall have our genera^ meeting whicli is 
long overdue through no fault of mine or of the Co-o])erative Bank. I shall 
touch u^Kin one fM)int in thi.s long re.Mdution of Mr. Sibnntli Banerjce wliich 
Dr. Sunyal has so ably es'))lained The ])oint T wish to touch u]K)n is the 
consumer’s credit Some (»f us were recently invited to various meetings 
about this in Calcntta and T expi'cted to see considerable results hut J do 
not know what has happened. Either the meeting has voted it, or sonie- 
thing else lias been clone. Tt may be that proposals have been put U]> U> 
Government. I myself know nccthing. But it is deplorable that in a 
jirovince. situated us this province is today, we have* so little cemsumer’s 
credit. Tt wcmld he a safety and htilwark of support to the puhlie. The 
suggestion in the resolution is that (lovernmetit should have set up these 
societies. I do not know whether Government c-onld set them u)» : 1 do 

not know whether any c)ne could set them uj) except those people who have 
enthusiasm amongst theni.selveM can gather together and get the ca]»ital and 
find among themselves that business experience and ability whiede is necc‘S- 
sary tor carrying on any organisation or institution of the kind. But if 
proposals do work 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Some Government servants are paid 
for that work. 

Mr. W. Cl W0RD8W0RTH; If proj»osals are with <h<‘ GovernmenI, 

I would strongly tulvise to make the ver\' h(‘st use c»f them and gi^^‘ those 
peojde who are making proposals the fullest support and emuoiragemcnt. 
In India wc have little consumer’s credit : we have gone rather in the 
direction of agricultural credit for reasons that are obvious. But iu the 
last cen.sus of population the consumer’s credit is a natural hegining of co- 
operation. There is further a change in the husincss outlook of the world 
which makes ii.s believe that co-operative credit is going to l>e a \(‘ry large 
thing. The 19th century was cwcupied with the problems of production : 
the 20th century mu.st .solve problems of di.stribntion if business and industry 
are not to collapse. Similarly, 'whatever may have been done in co-opera- 
tion in the 19th centnr>' and in many countries, in my own, consumer '« 
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credit has been its main strength. The consumer must become the point of 
departure for the organisation of co-operation in future. It is the constimer 
who ultimately gives value to production and unless we can do what the 
(jonsumer wants and unless the consumer joins together and decides what 
production shall do for him, how production shall be distributed in practice 
to him and how he himself shall pay for these products and use these 
prcwlucts, there will be a very great gap in the industrj^ 

I, therefore, recommend part of this resolution strongly to the Minister 
in charge of the department and to the department, and I may say here 
that I think that the department is sadly in need of some new stimulating 
idea. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: ’Ttm i ^ 

^ I 8 

^ ^ \stOT ^ ^ i 

C>t5f COOs co-operative society^ 

(TR1 c5l5T ^,ooo\ I oit 

57:^ ^ i c? c^i- 

w] ^ ^*4'^ '51 "srfe^ 's 

I ^ ’PRrPr ^ 

iijst* new nr.w ^ I nf’nt? (PFtn 

nnr m I 's ^3 c<rrr^ c^'3^ ^ ^ 'otem 

^IPrcn m i n#t f%fn 

(PR oo-operative<ii^ 

ntnPRtiTi f^Pr c*r nc^ 

^ T(PR I 

The Hon'ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Mi Speaker, Sir, 
many points have been raised in tlie cut motiouh but I feel niurh time will 
not be allowed to me to give replies to all the points. 

Sir, the judiits that have been raised by Mr. Waliur Rahman have been 
met in my opening speech. Many things have been done, particularly by 
the establishment of Special Co-operative Debt Settlement Boards to liqui- 
date the debts of the members of the co-operative societies. 

Now, Sir, what he has stated in the concluding portion of his speech is 
that audit fee is being reali.sed and that the members are hard hit by it. 
I admit it. It would be better if Government could abolish this system of 
realising audit fees from the smueties. 

Then, Sir. another important point has been raised that under the 
Money-Lenders’ Act only the double of the principal amount can be realised 
from a debtor, but with regard to a debt to the co-operative society, a 
debtor is not entitled to get that privilege. He is required to pay up 
interest for an unlimited period of time and a limitless amount. 
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Now, I would request the honourable members to realise that the credit 
supplied by the co-operative societies is secured by the Co-operative Central 
Banks and the deposits and the money of the share-holders constitute the 
capital of these Co-operative Central Banks. Now, the Central Banks 
have to pay interest to the depositors and the share-holders and the primary 
societies and co-operative societies have in their turn to pay interest to the 
Central Banks. If a debtor of a co-operative society is allowed t<» pay 
double the amount of the principal, then perhaps the co-operative swietieff 
will not be in a position to pay up interest to the Central Banks and the 
Central Banks in their turn will not be in a position to pay interest to the 
share-holders and depositors. A question of principle is involved here and 
it is enjraging the attention of Government. But if Gtnemment adoi)ts the 
principle that under no condition a debtor of a co-operative society shall 
have to pay more than double the principal, then perhaps Government 
shall have to make a larp:e subsidy to either the Central C(»-operative Banka 
or to the Proviu<‘ial Bank. It is a big question and it is engaging the 
attention of Government and we are contemplating what measures should 
be adopted to give relief to the debtors of co-operative stH'ieties. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Are you going to give any relief to the 
Central Banks by way of subvention? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’bla Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: N ow, Sir, allegutioiis 
made by Mr Shamsuddin Ahmed Ehondkar against the Calcutt 4 i Milk 
Union are unf<»unded and liis observations and allegations deserve no reply 
because ot the fact that the charges made by him were levelled not against 
Government but aganist a particular institution constituted under llie Co- 
operative Societies Act. Then again, his complaints were prompted by a 
very interested motive and that is thi.s. His son-in-law Khan Sahib 
Wahiduzzman was the Deputy Chairman of the same Calcutta Milk Union 
and he u.sed to draw a pay of Rs. 15() per month. Now, the Bi>ard of 
Directors have replaced him by Khan Bahadur AMur Rahman who is 
Parliamentary Se<Tetary to the Department ot Co-operative Credit and 
Rural Indebtedness and it is no fault of the department that the Ihuird of 
Director.s of the Milk Union have appointed a Parliamentary Secretary as the 
Deputy Chairman. Some salary is attached to the post from the beginning 
and everythiu^i — every function of tlie union — is controlled and guided 
according to the bye-laws framed by them. Now, Sir, 1 do not find any fault 
whatsoever in appointing a jiarticular gentleman as the Deputy Chainnan 
if the Milk Union think that by bis appointment the condition of the union 
would improve. 

Then, Sir, he has ata'fed that the Milk Union has suffered several convic- 
tions. Those convictions, if suffered at all, were suffered during the 
Deputy Chairmanship of his son-in-law and not during the tenure of Khan 
Bahadur Abdur Rahman who is now the Deputy Chairman. 

Then complaints have been made regarding the adulteration of milk, 
but, so far as my information goes, the Secretary of the Milk Union who 
is a paid officer is taking the utmost care and caution to see that milk is 
not adulterated or water is not mixed with milk. The Milk Union pur- 
chaaea milk from ita aocieties and it only pasteuricea the milk here and 
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•difttributeB. The Milk Union supplies milk to innumerable respectable 
hotels, restaurants and hospitals of Calcutta. The mover of the motion has 
also stated that the Medical College made some complaints. But in spite 
of that, the Medical College is taking a large quantity of milk from the 
(Milk Union. Respectable restaurants like the Firpos are also getting their 
supply of milk from the Milk Union and innumerable other instances can 
be cited. Now, that is a business coRcern and if the customers find that 
the milk supplied by it is not genuine, then they can cease purchasing from 
the union. Government or this department has got very little to do with 
it. When any complaint is made to Government, Government surely makes 
an enquiiy into the matter and tries to remedy the evil. (Mr Sukumae 
Dutt’a: Is it not the duty of the department to see that good milk is 
supplied?) Certainly. Limited companies are set up under the Companies 
Act and they manage their affairs according to their bye-laws, but the 
department is here to control and check their activities. If any complaint 
is made, surely the department is prepared to make an enquiry and remedy 
the evil. 

Sir, to the other allegations which in my consideration are very mean I 
need not make any reply. 

Then as regards the motion moved by Mr. Sukumar Dutta, T may say 
that many things have been done to improve the handloom industry of 
Bengal. Of course, i)ri()r to Government for want of adequate funds 

could not take U]) the matter in right eaniest, but Government began to 
take interest for the development of the handloom industry from 191(h 
Till IDdf) Government could not make much improvement, but after 19d5 
on receipt of a grant from the Government of India, the Provincial Govern- 
ment and this department have been taking much intere.st to improve the 
handloom indu8t^>^ And my honourable friend will realise it by the fact 
that a few days back I presented a supplementary demand for this depart- 
ment alone and that sum was required to be spent or estimated for the 
development of handloom industry hut he has said that there is no provi- 
sion for the improvement of handloom industr>'. That is not a fact. 
There is provision for that and I would like to submit to my friend that 
this subject is engaging our utmost consideration and we are trying our 
level best to improve the handloom industry. He should realise that there 
is great difficulty now in sei*uring yarn and giving it to weavers societies. 
If I urn allowed sufficient time I can submit facts as to how many weavers 
societies have been organised. At prestuit there is one jirovinciul society, 
12 unions and 358 primary weavers’ societies, with a total number of 
members of 0,898. 

Sir, I shall finish by making one or two replies to the charges made by 
Dr. Sanyal. The first portion of bis speech was quite all right. I am also 
anxious to see that innumerable consumers smueties are formed throughout 
the length and breadth of the country- But, Sir, it is for the public to 
organise such societies and Government and the staff of this department are 
very anxious to see that the entire province is covered with a network of 
consumers societies. The other allegations made by Dr. Sanyal are quite 
unfounded. Had he known the facts, he would not have made such 
remarks. I oppose all the cut motions moved. 
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The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Ra. 17,1^.000 
for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation'* he reduced by Rs, l(K) 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs, 17, 17, IKK) 
for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 190 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukumur Dutta that the demand of Rs. 17,17,(H)0 for 
expenditure under the head” 42 — Co-operation” he reduced by lls. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaitu Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 f()r exiamditiire under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 wu'* then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakshu Kauyal that the demand of Rs. 1T,17.(XK) 
for expenditure under tlie head “42 — (^o-operution” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Jojfendra Nath Mandal that a sum of 
Rs. 17.17,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-opera- 
tion” was then put and ajjfreed to. 

2S~-General Adfiiini8tratioii-~Dfbt Coficiliatkm. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I heg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 17,o0,0tX) be granted for expenditure under the head “27) — General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation”. 

Maulvi RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr S])eaker. Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. IT.oO.OTK) for exjienditure under the head “2o — tleneral 
Administration — Debt (\)nfiliation” he reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
to raise a discussion about the policN of Government for creating deadlock 
in the working of many of the debt settlement boaids. 

Sir, though the Debt Settlement Act has given some relief to the ])oor 
debtors of Bengal, yet the desired benefit could not be secured f<»r various 
reasons to which the Government attention has been drawn from time to 
time. 

Up till now no procedure has been adopted for the speedy disposal of 
cases in tlie debt settlement boards when most of the boards are not invested 
with any power to bring the parties to a compromise unless they eome to a 
voluntary agreement. 

Secondlvj most of the Imards are not constituted with persons of honesty, 
ability and public spirit but in this reconstitution favouritism, undue 
influence, party consideration and in some cases dishonesty of the officers 
are playing an important pari. 
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To give full relief and to dispose of cases speedily boards must be consti- 
tuted with honest and able persons irrespective of party consideration and 
at the same time they must be invested with full power necessary to compel 
the parties to a decision. 

Thirdly, no provision has yet been made for rural credit for the debtors 
who have got no means of paying their instalments. 

The question of honesty in the selection of the personnnel of the boards 
and that of the rural credit have become more urgent and important now 
in view of the general atmosphere of corruption and dishonesty pervading 
at present throughout the officials and the public alike and in view of the 
unprecedented famine and distress in Bengal when lakhs and lakhs of 
people are dying for starvation or are half straved or half naked. It is 
simply madness at present to think of the debtors to pay their instalments 
without rural credit. 

Now coming to the present Ministry I find that it is not only negligent 
and callous to the fate of the poor debtors but its activity is simply injurious 
and dangerous. 

For more than a year Bengal is passing through a famine and acute 
distress unseen in the histcjry of Bengal. Ninety-five per cent, of the ])eople 
have n(» capacity to maintain themselves far from paying any debt or 
instalments. Many of the creditors are realising their dues fnnn the 
debtors by certificate procedure and thus ruining many debtors. Yet the 
Government is silent. Government should either suspend the execution 
under the awards or make provision for rural credit. 

The last Ministry w'ith a view to give further relief to the debtors in 
these days of economic depression extended the perio<l of appli(‘ation under 
the Act from 5 years to 7 years 

Sir, the present Ministry is undoing this periwl by creating almost a 
deadlw’k in the working many of the debt settlement boards. Hundreds 
of debt settlement lM)ards are not going to be reconstituted for more than a 
year even after the expiration of their tenn (»f office; cm the other hand the 
wmrk of many other debt settlement boards, whose term of office has not yet 
exjfiired, has been suspended by notices. Actually very few boards are 
working for the last one year. 

When the present Ministry came to power in April last hundreds of 
debt settlement hoards were reconstituted and the Divisional Commissioner 
sent their (bizette notifiiuitions to the Minister for ]»iibli(*ation. But the 
present Minister in charge instead of publishing them kept them in abey- 
ance for more than six months and then sent them hack to the local officers 
with m-cret instructions to change the personnels of the boards in (‘onsidera- 
tion <»f party line irrespective of honesty, integrity and ability. Sir, I am 
just citing some concrete examples from my ]>er8onal km>wledge how the 
Ministers and some of their dishonest officers are dealing with the reconsti- 
tution of these Imards. These examples will simply prove that the present 
Minister in charge in the name of reconstitution is trying to provide some 
dishonest persons in the debt settlement boards to earn their livelihood. 

Sir, more than one year back in Muradnagar police-station within 
Tip[>era the Chairman of Paharpur Debt Settlement Board waa detected 
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to iiav6 misappropriated public money. The then Subdiviaional Officer 
(North), Sadar Comilla, recommended for the reconstitution of that board 
by removing the Chairman an^ some other members giving reasons of their 
removal. The Divisional Commissioner accepted the recommendation and 
sent the Gazette notification to the Minister for publication. In the mean- 
time a new ^ubdivisional Officer (North), Sadar Comilla. came and he was 
unduly influenced and after six months now I learn that that very dishonest 
misappropriating Chainnan has again been nominated tor Chairmanship 
by the Subdivisional Officer. Another instance ot this character is the 
reconstitution of the Goalmari Debt Settlement Board in Daudkandi police- 
station within my constituency. There for the last d years the Imard was 
working most satisfactorily under the Chairmanship of an honest and 
educated school teacher. In the words of the local offiiers it is one of the 
best debt settlement boards in the thana. In August last on the expiry of 
the term of the board the board was recommended tn for reconstitution. 
The Divisional Commissioner sent the Gazette notification to the Minister 
for publication. But as in the other cases the Minister, after keeping it 
with him for six months, sent it back for reconstitution. In the meantime 
some dishonest persons managed to win over by sahmi and other unfair 
means the present Subdi visional Officer (North). Sadar Comilla, who gave 
pressure to the local officers to remove the present Chairman and some oilier 
members and to include amongst others a man who was removed from thia 
board for dishonesty and corruption three years back. But the local officera 
did not agree to include this man as he is in their opinion a “[>roved 
dishonest’’ Now I learn that the Subdivisional <)fti(‘er has removed all 
the honest persons including the Chairman without any reason and included 
that removed and proved dishonest man to make good his in spite 

of the protest of the local officers and local M. L. A. 

I can cite many other examples of this nature, namely, (’hand la Debt 
Settlement Board in Burichang police-station and other debt settlement 
boards. 

If this be the state of affairs in (he reconstitution of debt settlement 
boards under the present Ministry and if this be the corrupted mentality of 
a Subdivisional Officer like this, may God save the public from all such 
boards. 

May I know if the Minister take the responsibility ot the above noted 
officer, if not, will the Minister take notice and act against such officers if 
the allegations are found to be true? 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the Houso. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. dOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, it is true that 
aome delay has occurred and that some files have been sent back. Under 
the circular the boards should be reconstituted in I’onsultation with the 
members of the Legislature so that they may lie constituted in such a 
way as to command respect and confidence of the local people. No distinc- 
tion has been made between this party and that party. Now, th^ honour- 
able mover of this motion will certainly realise that the local officers are 
extremely busy with many other things, particularly in connection with 
war efforts. The honourable member who hails from Tippera knows that 
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the officers in his district are Tery busy now. Several reminders have been 
given and the Collector of* Tippera has assured the Government that he 
would submit his proposal very soon. 

Now, Sir, re^ardiIJ^r the achievement of the debt settlement boards, I 
may say that more than GO per cent, of debts of the agriculturists of Bengal 
have been by this time settled up, and I submit that much has been done by 
the debt settlement boards. I would, therefore, request my honourable 
friend to withdraw his cut motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rb. 17,50,000 under the head '‘25 — General Administration — Debt Concilia- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion nf the Hon'ble Mr Jogendra Nath Mandal that the demand 
of Rb. 17,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation” was then put and agreed to. 

AdJourmiMntc 

The House was then adjourned at G-55 p.m. till ‘VJO p.m. on 'Wednes- 
day, the 15th March, 1044, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
Ae provisions of the Government of India Act| 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the loth March 1944, at 3*30 p.m. 

Premnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syei» NArsiiEu An) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 190 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which an oral answer was given) 

Shortage of small coins. 

M67. Maulana MO. MANIRUIZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : (n) ts the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware of the fact 
that bronze coin and other small coins have hardly been .ivailable? 

{})) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the (loveniment of 
India to the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami). iu} Yes, hut the position has lately improved. 

(b) Government of India are aware of the position and they have already 
taken steps to increase the supply of small coins. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the H<m'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that in spite of the improvement of the |osition, 
much hardsliip is being felt by the public for want of stniill eomsy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: As 1 have stated, 
the situation has greatly improved. C'oinage and legal tender are matters 
for the Government of India and, 1 know, the Government of India ere alive 
to the situation, 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: WiUi the Hon hie Minister t>e 
pleased to inform the House as to in what way the situation lius improved? 

The Hon’bto Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: By visible evidence. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Of wbat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Oi greater circula- 
tion and availability of coins. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA; Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that 
the vi.sible evidem'e is of lesser and lesser circulation everyday? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: That is not my 
exijerienee? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE. Does the Hon’hle Minister take 
the trouble of travelling in tram car« to have visible evidence of improve- 
ment manifest in tram cars? 
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Th« HonWa Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMt: I have lately 
travt^lled in tram cars but I have not experienced any difficulty. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
one pice coin is not at all available? 

The HoflHile Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: One pice does not 
j»un*hase anything in these days. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Is the Hon*ble Minister aware 
tliat many shop-keepers are hoarding small coins? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Yes, Sir, (Govern- 
ment are aware of hoarding of small coins, and they are taking steps and, 
in some cases have taken steps. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Has the Hon’ble Minister made 
any enquiry into the condition of the mofussil areas and not of the Calcutta 
area alone? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I cannot truth- 
fully say that I have made thorough enquiries, but my information is that 
the situation is much easier in the districts. 

Recruitment of Lawyer-Magistrate. 

M68. Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(V) the total number of Lawyer-Magistrates recruited by the Govern- 
ment recently, mentioning the number of — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) (’aste Hindus, and 

(3) the Scheduled Castes separately; and 

(iV) w'hether the communal ratio have been observed in case of these 
appointments? 

(5) If the answer to (o) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Naximuddin): {a) (/) Preparatory steps have been taken for the recruitment 
of sixty such temporary Magistrates in all. 

(fi) Appointments are being made strictly in accordance with the 
Communal Ratio Rules at present. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many of them have since been appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far 23 appointments have 
already been made, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How many were recommended by 
the Public Service Commission? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Public Service Commission 
recommended names but for police verification the names were sent to 
District Officers and on receipt of reports from District Officers the 
appointments were made. 
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Mr. NttHITHA NATH KUNDU: How many were the candidates who 
were recommended by the Public Service Commission? 

Kluui tahidur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU S Have all the candidates recommended 
by the Public Service Commission been given appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIf 1 have already said that only 2d 
appointments have been made so far. 

8J. NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Out of these Zi candidates 
appointed, how many are Muslims and how many belong to the Scheduled 
Castes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Of the appointments already made, 
13 are Muslim, 9 Hindu and one a Scheduled Caste. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Ifon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the priority of the Public Service Commission 
recommendations ha.s been honoured in making the appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister I e 
pleased to state why the Communal Patio Pules were not adhered to in the 
case of these appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ( \)mmunal Patio Rules are 
being adhered to, hut I have already said that the apjiointments are being 
made iu )»atches and because there was dela\ in the receipt (d the police 
verification reports the ratio could not strictly he maintained hut after the 
next liatcli which is being very .shortly appointed is taken into considera- 
tion the communal parity will he maintained. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: When did the recommendations of 
the Public Service Commission reach (,tov(‘rnment ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: How manv oi those appointed are 
from the North Bengal districts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Kh«i Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF; How' many candidates were 
recommended by the Public Servi<*e (’ommiNsion and how many amongst them 
have been appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With regard to the first part, Sir, 
I want notice. With regard to the second part, 1 have already stated that 
23 appointments have }>een made, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’hlc Minister a\^ure that 
80 far no Caste Hindu or Scheduled Caste has Imhui taken from North Bengal 
and that only one Muhammadan from North Bengal has been appointed? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: What percentage of the applicants 
were given interview by the Public Service Cominisflion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That ie a matter about which 
Government have no information. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are the recommendations of the 
Pullic Serrice Commission goin^ to be accepted in U)to if the police reports 
are favourable!'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be^ 
pleaserl to state whether only one Muslim applicant from Dacca was given' 
an interview in spite of the fact that there were others from that district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that, and I want 
notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of enquiring into the 
matter whether only one applhant w’as given an interview from Dacca? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I submit there is no need for any 
enquiry as it was a matter entirely for the Public Service Conimis>ion to 
deal with. They interviewed candidates and sent up recommendations to 
Government and Government have been following their recommendations. 

Absenoe of number-platea in some military motor vehicles. 

•169. Mr. S. A. SALIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department aware that — 

(t‘) many military motor vehicles, esj>ecially “jeeps”, do not carry any 
number-plates or identification marks or figures; and 

(/t) this makes identification of vehicles impossible in case of accidents? 

(6) If the answer to (a)(i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state w’hat steps he has taken or proposes to take in the matter 
so that all motor vehicles, owmed by military authorities will display some 
number or figure to render identification possible? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (^n Yes. 

(b) The matter has been represented to the authorities concerned. 

Starred Question No. 169A. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, thi> ^hort-notice que’^tion was 
received nnl\ today and the Hon •blc M inister in (duirire is not, here; so I 
would like to r(‘(|nest that the question he held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the qiie stion be held over. 

fStarre<l (Question Xo. ItULV was aoeordingly held over.) 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Realisation of subscription for relief fund in Thakurgaon, Dinajpur 

district. 

74. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Will the Hon bk Minister 
in charge of the Home De]>artment be p]ea.sed to state whether it is a fact 
that the Subdivisioual Officer of Thakurgaon in the district of Dinajpur 
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realised subscriptions for purpose of relief to the distressed public after be 
was elected the President of the Thakurgaon Subdivisional Food Committee 
daring the year 1943? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(i) what is the total amount realised; 

(ii) what are the names of donors with their addresses ; 

(iii) whether any receipts were granted to the donors ; 

(iv) what amount has been spent so far for relief purposes; 

(-r) through whom ; 

(rt) with whom the money so collected is lying; and 
(vti) if any accounting has been rendered by the Subdivisional Officer P 
The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (</) Sul)s('riptions have been 
realised by tbe Subdivisional Reliet Committee and not by the Subdivisional 
Officer personally. 

(b) (i) Rs.22,755. 

(u) A statement showing tbe principal donors is laid on the Table. 
(tit) Yes. 

(tv) Rs.4,G61. Tbe Food Committee has resolved that the 
balance should be spent on clothing, blankets, etc. 

(v) Thakurgaon Town Food Committee and several Union Relief Com- 
mittees. 

(vt) The money has been kept in sealed bags in sub-treasury {)ending 
sanction to open Postal Savings Bank Account. 

(rii) Every pie has been accounted for by tlie President of the Subdivu 
sional Food Committee. 


Statement referred to in (h) (ii) of unstarred quesNon No. 74. 

(As the number of donors is very large, only the namoH of b»g <ionor« arc' given.) 


Serial Name. 

No. 

Address. 

Amount. 

Hm. 

1 

Umar Ali Sorkar 

Barakote. P, 0. Lahiri 

500 

2 

Ahmed Ali Sarkar 

Harinmari, P. t). Lahiri 

500 

3 

Messrs. Mustafa Rice Mills 

P. 0. Shibganj 

5<K> 

4 

Messrs. Jagannath Rice Mills . . 

Ditto 

5<M> 

5 

Mt'esrs. Great India Tradmg Corpc^ration . . 

Ditto 


6 

Messrs. Banka Behan and Srimanta Thakur 

Bo<igaon, P. 0. Barnalipura 

500 

7 

Messrs. Ramrajrora Sundarjirosad 

P. D. Setabfcrttuj 

1.000 

S 

Ruhea Merchants . . 

P. 0. Rohiiea 


0 

Mr. Madholal Agarwala 

P. O. Dinajpur 

500 

10 

Messrs. Jagannathram Hordeo Proxad 


rm 

11 

Oafuruddin and 1^1 Maharamad 

a»arole. P. 0. Lahiri 

500 


Mr- N18HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 'l>e 
pleased to give us the dates of realisation of subscriptions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will t^ie Hon bl > Minister be 
pleased to state whether all the donors were granted receipts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. MISHITHA HATH KUNDUS Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to tell m if they have jrot any information whether the receipts are 
preserved in the office? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I suppose so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us whether the sealed book was kept in the Sub-Treasury? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us why out of Rs. 22»000 collected, only Rs. 4,601 was so 
far spent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because the Committee decided 
that the balance should be spent on distribution of clothing and blankets. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 

phased to tell us why it was not spent even in puchasing clothing and 
blankets and distributing them when people were sutTering from want of 
clothing and blankets? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter tor the Food 
Committee to decide. 

Issue of ration oards to people of Bhola. 

75. 8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in clu»rg«* (d the ('ivil Supplies Department he jiieased to slate whether— 

{(i) a merchant “golder” was caught red-handed by the Civic Guards 
at Bhola while selling sugar at 12 annas per seer and the supply 
officer submitted report to the Suhdivisional Officer praxing for 
prose<’ution hut no step has l>een taken l>y him ; 

(6) Hindus are taken to work in test relief work at Bhola; 

(c) any ration curd has been issued to the Hindus in the mufassal area 
of the subdivision: 

(ff) it is a fact that dO jier cent, of the Hindus of the town of Bhola 
liave been supplied with ration cards ; and 

tc) he has been issuing ration cards indiscriminately to his 
servants ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): Tlu‘ answer to both i)arts (d the 

(]Ue''tion is in tiie negative. 

{h\ and {c) Yes. 

{(I) The exact percentage of the Hindu population to whom ration cards 
were issued in the town of Bhola is not known. Ration cards were, how- 
ever, isvsued to all de.serviug jiersons, irresj^ective of any communal considera- 
tions. on the recommendation of a local relief committee in which Hindus 
formed the majority. 

(e) No, The suggestion is baseless and the imputation is unjustified. 

8|. NARENDRA HATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference to answer 
will the HonTde Minister be pleased to state from whom he Uas received 
this infonnation which has made him bold enough to say that the answer 
to both parts of the question is in the negative? 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Tke information was received from 
the local officer. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Who is the officer? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The Subdivisional Officer. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is it not u fact that the cou> 
duct of the Subdiviaional Officer himself was in question? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: He was released by the 8ub> 
divisional Officer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a supplementary question. That is an 
argument. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Is the Honble Minister aware 
that the recommendation of the relief committee was not accejited and that 
ration cards were not issued according to the re<ommendatious of the local 
relief committee but according to the whims of the Subdivisional Officer 
himself? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No. I would request the honourable 
member to look into answei id) 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Honble Minister 
av.are that the allegation against the Subdivisional Officer that he has been 
issuing ration cards to his servants is mischievous and ials(‘? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. it is uhsolut(I> talse 

S). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon ble Minister he 
})lt‘ascd to state whether the Subdivisional Oflii'er <*oucenii‘d Hsm>d l l lation 
<‘aids to ills servants? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: This is ahsoliitely false and inis- 
chievous. 1 must tell the House that he is one oi the most popular officers 
in the subdivision and he was 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mahmood. it is desirable that you at least should 
use milder language. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon hh Ministei 
aware that the same honourable iiKunhcr iiuole some allegations against the 
Additional Magistrate that lie issued ration cards? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question «loe*i not arise. You are bringing in 
another incident wdiich does not arise out (d the present (juestion. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state who supplied him with this false statement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why do vou sa> it is false? 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Yes. 1 know positivelv that it 
is false. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the way of putting questions; in asking 
question you ask for certain information. 
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S], NARENDRA MATH DAS CUPTA; The reply is “the suggestion 

is baseless 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can take opportunities of discussing anything at 
the apjiropriate time, but now it is time for (juestions and answers. Certain 
answer has been given and you are asking “Does he know w'ho is the man 
who has sujiplied this false information?” That shows that you know that 
the iniormation is false but you are asking for information. That is not the 
proper way of putting questions. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: The reply is that the ‘'Uggestion 
is basele.ss and the imputation is unjustified. To that my retort is that I 
know it is positively false. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argument. You cannot put questions like 
that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), will tlie 
llou’ble Minister be pleased to state which part of the question {a) is 
answered in the negative? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That mean^ that the allegation 
ngarding the selling of sugar jier .seer at \2 annas and secondly the allega- 
tion that the Sjiecial Officer detected it and reported — both these allegations 
are false. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was the attention oi the local ofticeis 
invited to any incident connected with the same? 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes, theie won a \agne allegation 
against the “golder” brothers that this company hud ‘'old sugai at \2 annas 
per SIMM’ instead ot the (‘ontndled ral.e ol 7 anna.s d pies pel >eei , but on 
enijuiry it w’us found that the allegation was ialse. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to aii^wci id), will the 
Hon'ble Minister h(‘ pleased to state the names ot i)artic> wlio have leiMi 
given lictMices or ration cards tor the town ot Ithola? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: What do you mean hy oifiercnt 
pul tics? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Here the answei is the exact periMMitage 
of the Hindu population is m»t known. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That i> the ration cuimK wvre di.^ln- 

butiMl on the riMMunmendation of (he local ndief (M)Tninitt(M' and that ( om- 
iiiittee (M>nsistt*d of the muiority <if Hindu mcmhiMs and on tludr rccinnmcnda- 
tioii ration ('urds were distributed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llou'hle Minister he jdeased 
jo state if there was any deviation made by the local Subdivisional Otticer 
in the recommendati<»n made hy the committee? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any eireular or any direction was issued from the head((uartcis ot 
the Civil Sup])lies Department or from the Writers’ Buildings advising h eal 
officers to see that the communal ratio in the Services Rules be applied in 
the distribution of sugar us well? 
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Mr. ABDULLA AL MAHMOOD: No, Sir. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Then* are three parts in question 
(a) — one is “caught recl-haiided” — that was the report and another is the 
report containing the recommendation for prosecution. Which of these three 
paits 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Not three parts. 1 have just now 
said that the allegation was that sugar was <old at I'J annas per seer — much 
higher than the ( ontrolled rate. The second allegation was that “golder*’ 
brothers as dealers were caught red-handed b\ the Supply Olticer and u 
report was submitted. The>e two alh‘gation.s are tul^e. 

Wood purchased for Carpentry Section of Bengal Covemment Preii. 

76. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance l>epartment be pleased to state — 

(a) the ([uantity and value of the wood purchased each year during the 
last 3 \ears for the (’arpentrv Section of the Itengal Government 
Press ; 

(h) the particulars and the value of the goods manufactured each year 

out of the wood so purchased during the said period; and 
(r) the pai'ticiilars of the goods manufa<‘tured during the same pericul 
as now found in stock wuth their value and the surplus wood now 
in stork wuth its value? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Two statements are 
lai 1 on the Library Table. 

Promotion in the Bengal Government Press. 

77. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: oi) Will the ITon hlc Minister 
in chai'ge of the I'inance Dcpaitmciit Ik* pleased to slate w'h(dher — 

{t) due consuleration is given to jmst reemd, efficiency, merit and 
seniority of a (Tovernment employee at the time of his promotion 
to u])per grade and |K)st ; and 

(u) the auth(>rities of the Bengal (ioverninent Press, Alijsire, give due 
weight and coa.sideratioii to seniority, efficiency, merit, conduct 
and |>ast record (d an emplovee in giving promotion to higher 
grade and jK)8t ? 

(h) If the answers to ia) are in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister l>e 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) how many persons in the Bengal Government Press have been pro- 

moted to higher grade and post during the last '1 years ; 

(ti) the names of the persons so promoted with the date of their first 
appointment, conduct, qualification and record of service ; 

(Hi) the number of cases in which claim of seniority was superseded; 
(tv) the number of appeals against such supersessions; and 
(v) the names of the persons so superseded with the dates of their first 
apipointment and qualification and past record? 
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The Hofi’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA COSWAMI: (a) (i) Due considera- 
tion is given to past record, efficiency and merit and unless specifically 
excluded, as in the case of the Secretariat Eecruitment Eules, to seniority. 

(n) Yes. 

(b) Id the case of certain services Government have ruled that promotion 
shall be on the ground of merit and unless other considerations are equal 
seniority will not be taken into account. 

(c) (i) Forty. 

(it), (Hi) and (r) The collection of this information would involve an 
amount of time and labour quite incommensurate with its value nor indeed 
do 1 consider it to be in the public interest to publish much of the infor- 
mation for which the honourable member has asked. 

(iv) Three. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

10— Fomt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir. on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor T beg to move that a Hiim ot Ks. 2;"^4v.00() 
be grunted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest’”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 beg to move that the (bunuiid ol 
Re 2r),4d,()(K) for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest ’ be i educed by 
Hrt. 100, to raise a diH(‘ussion about the failure of Government to reorgan i-e 
the Forest I)e])artment with a view to better c()n‘«ervation and more scienti- 
fic utilisation of forest resources. 

Sir, among the various commercial organisations of (biveniment tlie 
Forest Dejiartment stands in a uni(|m‘ position. Tlie forc->t le^niiici-s (tf thin 
p^‘oviiic(‘ are capalih' of ample <levelof)m<*nt which has l>ecn ler-oni' not 
only by this Government but also b\ the past Sir. there \va- i Fommiftta* 
apjrointed a few’ years ago and that Fommittee went through th(‘ question 
of forests in the Southern (hrcle and, in jiarticular, of the AVest Bengal 
forests. The (\>mmittee in their recommendation made (ortain very valu- 
able suggestions for reorganisation of the department and for steps both for 
conservation of forest resruirces as w’ell as for better utilisation. My main 
grievance is that in spite of the fa(‘t that the Government are in possession 
of definite recoinendations as a result of enquiry made by Government, 
nothing so far a])pears to have been done. The Forest Department is one 
of tlq* forlorn children of Government left in chaige of a com|»aratively 
junior member of the Fabinet and with all due respect to him personally 
he is not in a position ])robably to carry .sufficient weight in the counsels «)f 
the Fabinet. The result is that a department w’hich could be made use of 
to further the resource.s and to relieve the burden of taxation of this province 
has been allowed to go on in the usual humdrum way and. Sir. valuable 
suggestions made have been brushed aside. War came on and we had 
another brilliant opportunity for improving the income from our forests. 

Our forests, broadly speaking, come under three categories. The 
Himalayan Range of fore^sts and the forests in the Sundarban areas, — these 
two are the two broad divisions, and the third is the forest group near 
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Chittagong Hill Tracts. Kacli of these groups of forests have their own 
peculiar problems. Particularly in West Bengal we have the serious pro- 
l lem of conservation more with a view to protect muI erosion and to preserve 
the irrigational facilities of districts like Birbhum, Bankura and Midna]>ore 
than with a view to earn money. In the Suudarbans area similarly we have 
the problem of land toniiation and conservation ns well as the j)roblem of 
scientific utilisation of resource^. To invite your attention to one item only 
the city of Calcutta consumes on an average about 10 lakh maiinds of fuel 
alone ]>er montli and with a little imagination the entire supply could have 
been arranged from the forest^ near about in the Suudarbans area with it\>y 
river communi('ations. We (‘ould eliminate the pressure on tin* railway on 
that account, rnfortunutely little has been done in that respect and what- 
evei' wa.s being done in the jiast throuirli pii\at<‘ cIToiIn has had a Mrious 
set-ba('k due hrstly. to denial ])olic_\ ami, secondly, to the police pursued 
by the Forest Department by which it has been made extnuuely ditlicult for 
any tradei to exploit the forest n'sources in a scientific manner. I admit 
that during the last tew montli> thiu'c ha- bciui increased attcntioji dirci’ted 
towards this (|uestion more hecause of the difh<-ult\ in finding siiitahb' 
wagon sujtply lor hring’iiig coal to the cit\ . but Sir, tht‘ position bus been 
allowed to rot to such au extent that it has heroine very diffii'ult to bring 
about an\ im]»roveui<‘nt vsnhiit a shoit time 

With regard to Chittagong also, \^c have heard that there ha.s betui a 
large numher of eases of good land having gone out of eiiltivatiou beeause 
nf bad methods applied in felling timber and also, as our friend Khun 
Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury has pointed out, large tracts whieh 
eould be made use* of foi producing valuabh* pioduc(‘ have been uIIonmmI to 
lie uncultivated. 

In the nortliern region, tlie Tlimalayan areas, wc have forests ol \arious 
categories capable not onl\ oi supplying timhei but also other law mateiials 
for industries like paper and also boards All the^* ha\e been allowed to 
lemain unexjiloited. The only inijadus that tlic Government (d Bengal 
have had w'as through the increased demand for timber from tlu' Sujiply 
Department of the (fovernmeiit of India for purposes of either the (oiistruc- 
tions that have been going on of late or for hnllks, that is, more or less for 
supporting timber 

I submit, Sir, that with some more application of their energy to the 
problems and with the appointment of a few experts, Government eould 
have not only improved their own earnings trom forests, hut also ((»uld have 
improved the possibility of employing our forest resources for the advance- 
ment of many a valuable industry. 

I am afraid, the real drawback lies in the selection of persons W'ho ligve 
been placed in charge of this work Gnr Forest Department appears to l».* 
an tmpenum 'in xmperio. There have been a few’ selected officers who con- 
sider themselves to be experts and it is a close preserve for persons of a 
particular community. It is difficult for brilliant young men from Bengal 
to get proper opportunity in that department and there u hardly any 
arrangement for giving special training to our young men both here as well 
as in the Imperial In.stitute of Forest Research. The time has come, Sir, 
for Government to tackle the problem with some greater imagination and 
boldness. 
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In connection with the enquiries for the prevention of the havoc on the 
Damodar it has been revealed that conservation of forests and p.irticularly 
afforestation has to be undertaken on a large scale in certain regions of 
West Bengal. T would like to know what steps Government have taken to 
see that with denudation of forests that is fast going at this time proper 
attention is also directed to fresh scientific afforestation, so that our res^mrces 
may be utilised at the same time as fresh afforestation goes on. 

With these words, I submit that Government should have a policy and 
progTamme for tlie utilisation of our resources and for more scientific handl- 
ing of the entire situation. 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: 

Mr. SPEAKER: sit7i ’ilm, TO a 5rc«rT 

I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURYs Forest 

froi I (Rai Harendea Nath 

ChAUDHURI : ^ l ) Forest finotC-5tiT 

^ 

i 

?FC? i 

Ftf% Forest fiiU5 ^ \ fVl (Tit Fff% 

'5i '®Rt^ f*r» i 

^ Tsrt^ ^>n 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^ TftciH, motioni?i move 

fV ? move i 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: 8ir, 

move 1 Forest ^C5 ^ OJ 

OfJP^W^, Gtfc'T.»< (71 (71^1 

^rr?l 5 a incomej?) ;5 ?FTi m 

income TR (7r»t"t I income 

c^«Tj ''ijT ^1 vrtcr^ i 

^rbrtn c<*^t r^C3 'otftnp 

ftlpt) ^f%73 ^[^"5 ^5t?l ^ (7W?f ^Tf*t (TT^fl 

I Forest f%5tU^r^ ^ (71 Of (Tft^ C?rHF (7T 

CFtITF ^ 'sS f g r r^ Criminal Court ^ 

^ni I ^(TTtTf^' ‘l^otlTT ?rt^1 I tSFT 

frtri ’s '^\ vfpT^ \ <7i^w^ 

^ ^fc5f% -51%^ ’TWTT ^rrdi? 

^^1 (TTt^ ^(%¥i ^ HI ^f%in ^rmr$ forest f%^-5r?r inr 

C^ (7R >[S (7t^ I (At this stage, the allotted time being over there 

was the usual red light) Sir. ^ y[ZR I (Mr. Chabu 

Chandxu Roy : ^ra^, I ) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: ^ ^ ipHi fvf5f— C*N 

I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: 

fvc^ snrr ?tf^i c^ St^i c^-sfy c^ ^fi 

Forest ^ ^ ^ ^5t7t^ 

5^C5 Sll^f^l I 

^iT ?f%C3ff forest «RT 

i]^ f^cii ^ ^^msRT fefejrc^ ^n . siftftt:^ bo 

4^^ I 4^ C^ 4^9f% mn'-tl W5R Tfe'l 

S^mr ^ l C^f Forest 

^frf^ ^ Tpn)i ■•yTPmrT:^. cnt 'SFfir!?! ^ 

’ttflr^C^ ?tfel (y^, ^W\ 5?Tfel f^^l <ftJT UN '5t71 

c^ 4^^ 5ff%rsR ?tfe 'ar^if 

’3RT c^?rt^ T^] >pff^i ^*n?3R 4rwf^ c^ wf^r 

^ T^C^T 4^ 3n:<fT 

I 4 f<^zn ^fR ^sRT 

Mr. SPEAKER: time Tyc^?F rrt tot!5! j^R) 

^1 I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: 

motion i?i 4^C^ move Tfrc^fe I 

I 1 x ^0 1(1 iiHivt' that tli(‘ (U'liiancl (»1 H*< H),IMI,()(>() u!iih*r the hrad ’‘X — 

J^'orcst licccipt -1- TiiJihi'i lunl dthri pnxluri* (\A and XJ)' - H)’’ 

l)(' reduced hs l{^ l.lKhOOH 1 uioxe tins in (»rder to cxciuiit tlie people 
iioiii ]»ayin^ an> ice tor taking iire\voo<l iroia {(►n'sts and tor the tieldis tor 
irrazin^ j;oats. cattle and Iniflaloes. 

Mr, D. C. 8MYTH<0SB0URNE : Sir. 1 should like to know the eniount 
that kl‘^ Forest Department intend to spend on iorest roads 'Phere are 
still aieas winch have n(>t yet tieen worked owio}; to the lack ot roads in the 
Northern Circle (Snndakhpa, IMialut and areas on the llhutan frontier) 
wliile rouml Darjeelin^^ pno'tically all mature hard wood tieen liave been 
cut as retjuirements for timhei and fuel have lieen very heavy owiii” t(» the 
shortage of coal. 

The deforestatmn ot the Darjeidinj^ district is causin^^ serious slips, 
washouts and subsidences on the road**. My triends in this House, I expect, 
have seen the slips on (he main Cart Hoad, Silijrur i-Darjeeling, at tlu/ 14th 
mile and the subsidence on the Teesta Valle\-Kalim])onjr Hoad at the 2bth 
mile. These slips, in my opinion, have been caused by deforestation and 
will, if if not stopjied close both the nuols to Darjeeling and Kalimjion^. 
I do not ajfree with the clear tellinjr policy in the Hill sections. Many 
immature hard wood trees are cut and I am sorry to say larKo* aieas of soft 
wood crytomaria japoniia have been planted. This is ot little value as 
timber or fuel. I trust some use may be found for these trees now planted 
over a larjje area of the Darjeeling district. They might he used for paper 
pulp. If clear felling is to be continued may I suggest that the area to be 
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felled ift cut in bands round the contour of the hill, the lower area still 
undei- forest will hold up the surface soil washed down from the clear felled 
areas above. On main roads in the hill section if a belt of 200 feet above 
and below the roads is left this would stop washout and undermining of the 
loads, fn eonelusion, T should like to see more co-operation between the 
Forest Department, Khasmahal Department and the Communications and 
Works Department. 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: 

I 

tt; I ^nr^nrt^T ^fTti mi 

I ^ 

cerl’^ ^ c^c'd-c-trr?F \ ^ 

80n i?t^ TO 5tSc^ IH ^f%l ’5151 1^] 

^rtift 5 ^?ii I 'ohrlT^t^ 

(pm i?PF) 5 Tf% 3 )] 7 T 1 I -jitrpn 

? 5 f?t^pT '^fr^T *ptt 

^'3 ’^pprrfr ^<7 i ^ 5 t?ir^ 

«ft^T f^*rt 5 'r^i 5^1 i ^ 0 \ 

TO I 

Mr. SPEAKER: TO (p’r^ to i 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : sT^^st? ^‘4] Sir, 3 ^^rfTO 

■ 5 t 5 ‘pr I 5 fl ^TtTO ^trfwJT 

^5t^ (Tfl^ tCPltTO TO ^ I '5 T>R 

5T? TOT i tot to ^ i -jrtTs 

^ i?Tm^«ri tffe iko top) ^fTO ‘-rtro. i;trrr 3 

C^-^rfTOf^ TO^T TO ^CTOC^ ^ 5 t ?11 ^f^ 5 f 3 TO I ^TOPT 

’T? c"^ti-^f^f^ TO Pr^tc^ 'Q TOC5C5 1 c'^ti-^frof^^r to 

^ 3 TO TTTTO I (prPTl^^ District Hoard electioni] 5 T c^ “cTOTO'’ 

S'isiCT TO ^5 TOPr=^ c^^Cwz ^froferoi 

'Q TOjTO TOTV (PT TOn^ ^*5 TO 5tmf^ <5 TO ^">TtTO^ TO- 

f^TTOTOW' Wt^f^^lfTO-T I ^ TO1^< TO? 

cm tfftm ??Rr>.rc^ fV ?i i to TOft ^ tff? TOcm 

ftw I TO? ^57 India Governmentvii^ ^vt] | ^fi, 

^ il India Governmentij? (pTl^lt^ 

C? 5 t^ ftiPR f 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, the general j-olicy and 
principles which should govern the management of State forests in British 
India were laid down in detail 'by the Government of India in their Circular 
No. 22 -F., dated the 19 th October, 1894 , and they have since been conti- 
nuing in operation. Broadly speaking, the policy of Government is to 
conserve all valuable forests in order to maintain local and provincial 
supplies of timber and fuel, and to protect the countryside against flood 
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and drought. The sole object with which State forests are administered is 
the public benefit. The exploitation of buest prtKhue and regeneration go 
side by side according to prescriptions of working plans wliich are based on 
science and framed by scientific experts of the F»>rest Department, Uej)euted 
and presistent demands were made on the floor of the Assembly for releasing 
portiona of reserved and protected forests, especially in tlie distriet of 
Chittagong, for agricultural purpose to meet the needs oi the growing popu* 
lation and for grazing purpose but the Forest Department, as they havt* 
always followed a cautious policy of eonservation, have only disafforested 
plots not containing valuabh* timber and those ])ortions of ]notected fore>t 
which have been damaged be>ond recovery. Although it must bt* admitted 
that some advance tellings are unavoidalde at the nnumuit to meet lln‘ 
abnormal and heavv demands of the Deiema* Stuviees which are imperative, 
but the exi'ess fellings arc being regulated aeeoiding to plan. Deviations 
from normal working plans an‘ eaiefnlly seiiitinized ami s])e<'ifij*ally 
sanctioned before anv ex(‘ess felling is n*sorted to. A special eiivle has berii 
created temjuuarils with a third Conseivator in charge of forest utilisation, 
research and working plan work to ensure careful jilanning of advance 
fellings Techni(‘al DivisiouN. \iz , Silvicultural. Working Plans and 
Utilisation, are integial parts of the Foiest Department to look alter 
re]>lanting and rt‘0'enerat ion, and planned and scientific utilisation of forest 
pnnluce (kuiservation of forests l»eing tin* main <a!e of tlu* d(‘partment, 
it Is out of the (jucstion to suppose tliat imlisei iminat*- felling leading to 
anything Iik(‘ defoiestiitum eonhl he poimitted It ma\ mentioned for the 
information oi the IIounc that the (io\ernment of India have alreadv heen 
in communication with the Provincial <ir»v(‘rnmetits tit e<i-ordinale a pini- 
war jioliey on torest reeonstruetion The main fiaituies of this ]>oli('y a^ at 
present suggested are '/) revision of working plans to pro\ide for lighter 
fellings for some years to allow of the replae<*ment of capital lost by advance 
felliiig.s during the war and (/M a planned economy for the timber trade 
and for the di'velopment of India’.s forest estate 

The department have all along* h(‘en anxious to promote the forest wealth 
of tlie province and to make arrangrinents for scimitific utilisation of ^oiest 
resources hut tfit‘ state of provim ial finance and the ahm»rmal situuMon 
created hy tlie war have stood in tlie way. The House i.s well aware that a 
(^ommittee was appointed to investigate into the effects of progressive 
denudation of forests in W<‘st Hengal and to suggest nuiu'dial measures. 
The report of the Uommittee lia'« heen re<‘eived and examined hut as the 
recommendations made, therein involve Tnajor financial eonsiderutions an<l 
have important hearings on the jiresent system of land revenue in Bengal, the 
present times have not been considered suitable for effecting changes involv- 
ing heavy financial commitments. A departmental investigation w'as uiuler- 
taken as to the extent of the existing forests, the areas suitable for afforesta- 
tion, etc., in the district of Nadia and other adjoining distri<'ts. The report 
was received but the proposals for afforestation had to be kejit pending till 
the field w’ork undertaken by the Irrigation Department over the entire area, 
with a view' to reclaiming the fallow lands for agriculture by a flushing 
scheme, was complete. The latter scheme is awaiting the arrival of better 
times. In recent years there has heen heavy damage caused by land-slides 
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in Ka}iIl)^)^>rl^^ As a preventive measure a scheme has been taken in hand 
lor afforestation of some of the hill sides of Kalimpong, after constituting 
them into reserve ami protected forests. An area of 173*08 acres of land has 
already heeii derdared a protected forest and steps are being taken for the 
rc'icivation of other areas. 

Much work has been done at the Forest Research Institute, Delira Dun. 
to test the practical possibilities of Bengal timber and other products for 
eommercial and industrial use. With a view to closer liaison between 
loiests and industry and believing that such liaison will result in practical 
let urns of tirianciul value, the Government of India have constituted a 
(Vntral Advisory Board on forest utilisation having in its personnel one 
representative nominated by each Provincial Government. The functions 
of the Board are to advise the Forest Research Institute in the selection of 
[)iobb‘ms for investigation, the initiation of such investigation as well as on 
the best means of making pra<‘tical and lameficial use of the results of 
investigation. This Government have simultaneously set up a Piovineial 
Advisory Board on for(‘st utilisation, cmisi.sting of otlieiaU and representa- 
tives of different ( hambeis of (h)mm(*rce and of smalb*r trades interesttnl in 
forest j>rodu(*e, to <-xamine the position (»f tin* timber and subsidiary trades 
in (Calcutta, to advise tbe (huitral Advisory Board on the selection of the 
piobleiiis wliich rcMjuiie investigation in the j>r<ivince and to maintain ( on- 
tact uith the timber imlustry of the province. The abnormal conditions 
create<l by the war have, however, stood in the way of these T'tilisation 
Boards functioning properl\ and demonstrating results 

Sir, Di'. Sanyal has also mentione<l that are not doing anything 
for bringing finds from Sunderbans and other near foivsts f u,a\ tell this 
for the information of the House that we ha\e taken s1e|*s and foi this 
]»urpose e.xtra coupes have* been opened in the Sunderbans and aii> man who 
wants to bring any fuel from tbe Sunderbans i.s at lib<‘rt> to do so. If he 
only goes with hi.s boat or other conve\ance he can biing as much as he can 
by paying a nominal i-ate as usual. That show.s that we are doing some- 
thing to bring fuels from the Sunderbans and other areas. 

As regards the points raised by Khan Bahadur Ilaji Badi Ahmed 
(1mwdhur\. I would like to point out that it is not pos.silde to permit ai.\- 
bod\ and e\ery body to gia/e his cattle in the forests because in that case the 
forest will be d(‘stro>ed and men who live near the forest aie not so muih 
literati* and they do not know whether they will destroy the forest. 

With regard to the prices of fuel. I w'ould submit that prices are very 
nominal. AVe have not increased anything of the kind. In this connection 
1 may say that the annual permit for removal ot one hhar daily is Rs. 1-S. 
The monthly permit for removal of one hhar daily is 4 annas. Therefore 
the cost of removal is very cheap. Dry (in billets of not more than 5 ft. in 
length) per 10(f c.tt, stacked — the rate is Rs. 2-4. In the reserved tore.sts 
it is Rs. 2. Dry or green (one cartload dailyi jier cart ]>er month— Rs. 4. 
Dr> logs in the round per 1(K) c. ft. — Rs. 2-«^. (freen from coupes only 
(exiept (^hakariu vSunderhans Beserve) in billets not more than 5 ft. in 
length jier HM) c. ft. .stai'ked— Rs. 2 only. The same from Chakaria Sunder- 
bans Reserve — Ra. 3. 
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So, Sir, you will see that the prices are very low for brinjriug fuels from 
the forests. There is nothing for the people i»t the localitv to complain of 
that they have to pay very excessively tor c<»llecting fuels from the forests. 
If we give unlimited ])o\ver to the people ot tlie locality near the forests, 
then within a short time all forests will he deforested because they will 
freely cut down all trees, whether good trees (»r bail trees. \\ it bout any 
discrimination they will fell ail trees. Therefore, it is not possible to give 
free permission to tlie people of the loculit\ to collect fuels from the fore.st. 

One gentleman from the Kuropean Varty said with regard to slips in 
the Darjeeling district. In Kalimpong and other plai’cs wliere there are 
slips we are taking necessary .steps to counteract all these things., (Dr. 
N.alinaksha S\nyal; What about afforestation y) 1 luive said that during 
this ]>eriod it is not j)ossible to undertake all these things, beiainse the Irri- 
gation Department has also to he eonsulted tin this purjioM' and it w'ill bNo 
reiiuiie large sums ot mone\ . During this ptuiod oi war timi* when then* 
is so much stringency ot financi*. it 1 *% not ]»ossihh‘ t(‘ undertake such a large- 
scale action for afforestation in the western ]>ait ot Bengal. 

With these few woids I commend in\ motion and 1 hope my liimids, in 
view of what I liave said, will withdraw tlo'ir motioiir'. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T he dem:ind> a^ well as the cut motions will he put 
aftei' •') p.m. by mutual agreement of both sidt's- -( iovernment as well 
( fpjiosition. 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL: It ma\ Im^ that if wr do not divide tlu^ 
House we can disposi^ ot tliem 

Mr. SPEAKER: If ow am 1 to know wheiht*! _\oii aie ^oing to diiide nr 
not ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All ligl.t. Sii .lu.t \ou plea.e. 

8— Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir. »mi llie reeommendalion of 
Ills I'ixci'Ileiicv the (iovernoi I heg to mitxe that a sum ol Us. 'Aa,'J0,(HKI b<‘ 
granted toi expendituie under the head ’‘S — Bro\ineial hixeise”. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr S]ieaker. Sir, I suggf‘st tliat 
tJie wiitten speech wliiili wa>' '•o iarclul!\ picparcd he read out HmI so that 
many cut motions nia> not be moved in Mew td what i" stated therein, and 
then the Minister can rejiiy to what i^ said 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i^ ex actl\ what he wanted in the otliei I'ase. 
Yes, Mr. Barma. 

The Hoti’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Uegaidmg the (lovernmcnt’s 
exeise policy I may say tliat attainment of t«>tal ])rohihition is the ultimate 
goal aimed at. The House well aware of the vafious formidable diflieulties 
in the way of any prohibition measuie on a large scale without adeipnite 
safeguards. The exjierience gained in other countries ami sister jirovimes 
where large-jw'ale prohibition wa*. tried by penal laws before the fx'ople 
formed their own habit to abhor liquors and drugs, amply demonstrated that 
such measure would yield no apjueeiable result towards the desired end and, 
on the contrary, it would retanl the pace of real prohibition by driving 
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consumption underground through illicit dens, etc. The supply would 
fontinuc all tlie same through illicit channels without any restriction wliat- 
soever in respect of price or quality affecting the health and the purse of the 
M>nsuniing elasHes most adversely. 

Ahiindance of natural resources in this province for the manufacture of 
intoxicants with little or no expense and trouble, the religious susceptibi- 
lities of the aboriginal classes resident in the province and the fact that a 
large number of foieigners and upcountiT men with a drink or drug* liabit 
an* residents in the province, must be borne in mind before any prohiliition 
law is ju’omulg-ated. The advent of the war at the gate of the provinee has 
made the situation further eomplieated. With the war there has been a 
heavy influx into the province of troofis from overseas countries, indii>trial 
workers of different nationalities and refug(*es from far eastern countries 
overrun liy the Japanese. The provinee is obliged to provide for reasonable 
facilities for the supjily of intoxicants t(» the^e foreign visitants (lining the 
present emergency. 

Tlie financial eonsiderations nividved in enforcing jjrohihitioii have also 
t(» he seriously (‘(Uisidered. In the coming yeai, out of a total estimated 
revenue of Us. 21^17,44,000 of the pr(»vinee. a sum ot Us. d,S0.42.0tM) is 
<*xpeet(‘d from Uxcise. 'Phe expenditure (d the department has been e^ti- 
mated at Us. 25,42,000 only ineludiim* Us. 0 laklis due to the ('eiitral 
Governimuit for price <d o|»ium. It would emlinly Ik* an unuise step to 
forego this ineorm* at the pn‘seut juncture v]H*n it is definitely known tliat 
no retil benefit will be biouglit to thi* peopb* if piolubition is thrust upon 
them. Tl is th(‘refore proposed to continue flu* jirogramme of tlie giadual 
extension of prohibition by stages whieli has had tin* a]>j>roval of the House. 

As to the measures hitherto taken t(»\\ards jiartial jtrolnbition , it may 
h(* cited that all tin* liipior shops in the district of Noakliali weie aliolisjted 
as far* hack as in lO-kS. Nine out of fourteen country spirit shoj)s iii the 
district of Tijipera and the only count r’v spirit sho]> in the Sitakiind arcva 
of the Chittagong district wen* discontinued with efte(‘t from Afiril, 1942, 
as r(*eoniinended by tlie local Licensing Umirds. ith a view to aeeeleiating 
the progr(*SH ot gradual prohibition, (Tovernmeiit deeidial in the beginning 
of the current year to reduce the nuinb(*r of <‘xeise shops simultaneously in 
us many districts us possible in modification ot their previous polii'v of 
extending partial prohibition from one std(‘cted area to another, and 
in pursuaiu'c of this ])rogressive policy, altogether 101 excise licences were 
abolished during the I'lirrent year. It is ex])eeted that in the next year’s 
settlement further reduction will be effected. ’Fhese reductions are made 
on the advice of the District Licensing Hoards which are statutory bodies 
with non-offieial majority appointed to assess the minimum requirements of 
retail shops for the vend of excisable articles The recommendations of the 
Licensing Boards in the various districts are expei'ted shortly, on receipt of 
which further rediietion.s in the number of shops for the next year will be 
derided upon. 

The most suceessful .step taken in the course of this vear 1944-44 to check 
consumption of excisable articles has been tlie enhancements made in the 
rates of taxation and the retail selling price of all excisable articles. The 
increases effected in the duties on the principal intoxicants have been shown 
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n page 14 of the Red Book. In addition to those it may he stated that the 
ates of duty on bhang have also been raised with effect from 1st December, 
94‘3, to the following extent. Bhang from Rs. d-8 to Rs. 11 per seer in 
Calcutta, 24-Parganas and in the Burdwaii Division and to Rs. C in the 
emaining areas of the province. The retail selling jiriies ot the excisable 
irticles have also been increased. The i>rice of country spirit on the dOth 
Vpril, 194d, was Rs. lo-l(l per gallon. It was increa.sed to Rs. 21 on the l.«t 
May. 1943; it was again raised to Rs. 27-8 on the 1st Augii'^t, HM3. The 
price of ganja per seer was Rs. 105 on the 30th April, 1913; it was raised 
Rs. 120 on the 1st May, 1943; and it was again raised to Rs. 150 on the 1st 
.■Vugust, 1943; it was then raised to Rs. 180 on tlie 1st l)cct‘inbcr, 1943. The 
price of opium per seer was Rs. 100 on the 30th April, 1})43; it was raised 
to Rs. 180 on the 1st May, 1943; it was again rai>ed to Rs. 225 on the 1st 
December, 1943. The price of bhang per seer was Rs. 22-8 on tlie 30th April, 
1943; it was raised to Rs. 30 on the 1st December, 1943, in (^alcutta. 
24-Pargana8 and in Bnrdwan Division and Rs. 25 in the rest of the provini'e. 
This increa.se in taxation has also been particularly successful as an anti- 
inflationary measure in the withdrawal of surplus purchasing power from 
those to whom the war has given greatly increased earnings and who would 
have otherwi.se very largely e.scajied taxation. 

An explanation in regard to the expected im i’ease in the Exercise revenue 
during the current year may jrerhaps be gi\en 3‘lu* md revenue for the yeai 
1942-43 was Rs. 2,53,04,532. whereas the revised estimate for the current 
year ha.s been placed at Rs. 3,05,47.000 showing an increase of 
Rs. 1,1 1 .82,4(i8. (H this increa.se, country spirit will ai’count for Rs. 03A 
lakhs wine and sjdrits for Rs, 38A lakhs, (k])iuin, for Rs. 4A lakhs and hemp 
and other drugs for Rs. Hi lakhs. Taking into account the anticipated 
decreases in the receijits fi'oin (‘ountr-y fermented li<]Uors and malt liijuors 
and (tlher miscellaneous heads, the tidal estimated increase has been placed 
at the ahovement lond figure of Rs. 1,11,82.408. The Hon hie finance 
Minister already explained in presenting the budget to the House that the 
large increase i» expected in view of the steep but judicious upgrading of 
the rates of excise taxation and that with the im-rease in revenue there has 
been little or no increase in lon.sumptiou. In support of his statement, he 
gave the figures of consumption and revenue from country spirit for tlie 
period from May to December, 1943. In supplement to those figures T like 
to give the comparative figures of <‘onsumption and revenue for the period 
from May, 1942, to January, 1943, ami from May, 1943, to January, 1944. 
Sir, the comparative figures are these: During the period from May to 
January, 1942-43, the consumption of comitrx’ spirit was 882,125 1..R. gallons 
and the revenue was Rs. 88,51,137 and during the corresponding period of 
1943-44 the consumption was t;55.5b4 L.l*. gallons, i.e , consumption less 
by 22ti.5(il L.P. gallons and revenue during this corresponding period wan 
Rs. 1,47,98,798, i.e., an increased revenue of R.h. 59,47,661. 

The consumption of opinion during these two periods was 24,fHj6 seers 
and 21,321 seers, i.e., there was a decrease of consumption of 3,645 seers and 
revenue from opium during these two periods was R.s. 32,96,922 and 
Rs. 35,77,706, i.e., an increase of Rs. 2,80,784. We have taken all possible 
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st<*ps to !)ring al)out prohibition in this province. As it is not possible to 
achieve this by legislation all at once, we have to do so gradually in order 
that people may be able to give up their drinking habits. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 25,20,000 for expenditure under the head ‘'8 — Provincial Excise” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the Government in introducing prohibition at least among the 
rural people. 

(rural jjeople) CcTf^ iTtCS 

Hon*ble Minister^^ speech consumption 

duty ^ I ^ ^ 

n 5T^ prohibition 

<?n?i '3 ’TitrspT ^ ^ fVis 

Policy ^ BftPi I ministry 

prohibition I ProhibitionijiT 

^ C^ttSiTl m cn ai price 

consumption (TO revenue I Revenue 

’FfW ^ (?rt?l ^ policy I Rural area^^ CTt^II (Tj 

^ ^^1 ^arpr*tT^ ^ir ^5. T^rz^ 

I 4^: f^zz^t 

iirn c^-*rtCM (Tt^ ^mr^FJTPrT •-rprc^'3 

vtt^cs 1 fVi zmz?( ^ 

^rrc55 C^tr^ C*FPT apc^ revenue i] 

T?) 1 ^5rmi?t<T 

^ wn (TRPt c<pc^ 

i is(zm 

(?T^ ^<11^ I ^ ^cS ^ 'Wi ^ 

TO ^ ’tRrarTO'Jt'iT ^z^ ^ i c^ >r 

■'3 

^’TO5 ^1 C^TtC^^ •4’T^l ^fr^Tt^^T ^ TO ^ I 

^ ^f%, — 'TtWtriT T^prif^zm ^ ^STh:^ (?T^f% ^ abolish 

policy tp*! TO I TO iJ ftTO ^’Tl 

<TfpT TO ^ I Advisory Committee^’5 — (At this stage the member 

having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 26,20,001) for expenditure under the head ”8 — Provincial 
Excise** be reduced by Rs, 100. 



1944 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


m 


I m&ve this motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure of the 
Government to undertake any definite and material scheme of prohibition. 

Sir, it is undoubtedly an achievement of the Muslim l^eai^ue Minisfiy 
of Bengal that Bengal has been plunged into a fiood-tide of drinks and 
drugs and the revenue receipts under this head have mounted to a level 
that was never reached before. It is well known. Sir. that the head 
‘‘Excise’' was the third large soun*e of our revenue. The largest source 

of our provincial revenue was “Land Revenue” and next to that was 

“Stamps” and “Excise” occupied the third place. It must have l>eeu 
noticed by honourable members that this year in the budget before us 
“Excise” is expected to yield the largest revenue, larger than “liund 

Revenue” and a larger amount than * ‘Stamps”. It has come to occupy the 

first place and to use one of Macaulay’s exp^es^ions “eclipse is” now “the 
first and the rest nowhere’’. Sir, we find that the revenue has not only 
enlarged, but the old plea of the Government that the poli(‘y of the 
Government was to seek luaximum revenue <*onsistent N\ith minimum con- 
sumption has broken down It is n(»t only the revenue that Ims inereased 
but consumption has int'reased by leaps and lammls. Sir. let me fii*sl of 
all treat the question of the development of reeeij>ts under this head. The 
following figures will reveal how the receipts have developed and will 
also show that so far as Bengal is concerned “Excise” revenue 

Las increased at a much larger rate than in the other provinces 
and in fact beyond all proportions. In 19‘U»-,‘t7 our receipts under head 
“Excise” were Rs. Idd lakhs and in 1941-4‘>* for whi(')i the actuals arc 
available the rec(‘ipts mounted up to Rs ISH lakhs, that is, the receipts 
increased by Rs. oli lakhs in years, not to .speak of larger re<-cipts in later 
years. 

What was, Sir, the incrcast* in the otlu'i- provinr(‘s'r' 'rhes»* arc the fig\ires 
so far as I have been able to gather them If) Bombay the “Excise” 
receipts were at the inception oi the neu Htd’oims, namely, in 19'Ul-JtT, 
Rs. .‘125 lakhs and in 11141 -4‘2, that is, in fi\e \ears. the Bombay receipts 
under tlie head “Excise’’ came down to Rs. 271 lakhs, that is. the re('oi]its 
went (hnvii hy Rs 54 lakhs. In the ( nittMl I’rovinccs in 

the “Exci.se” recipts were Rs. 15:i lakhs and. Sir in coinse 
of the first five vears of the new Rcf<ujns. i.c.. by Rl41-4‘2, the 
“Excise” revenue went down to Rs 1411 lakhs, no increu.se in revenue, — 
but decrease by Rs. 4 lakhs. In the f'ential ibo\iiiees in lllHf)-t7, “Exeise” 
receipts were Rs. 04 lakhs au<l in the same fi\e yearn ot the new Reforms 
t*.e receipts increased only by Rs. lakhs, and came uj) to Rs, 07 laklis iji 
1941-42. It shows that it is in Bengal only that there has been an unpre- 
cedented increase in “f]xcise” re<eipts To what that is dueK That is due 
largely to the introdu<‘tion (►f a j heaper variety of liquor during the new 
regime. It will thus be seen that the (Riveriiinent td Bengal is after 
earning as much revenue as possible from ibis tainted source. Now, Sir, 
the Government pnde.sses that although it has increased the revenue, 

the con.sumption has gone down. That has Ijeen the cry of Government 

since the inception of the present Reforms. In 1938 the Minister in charge 
of Revenue, the exponent (d the “Excise” policy of the first autonomous 
Government, told us that the Mu.slira League Government may be permitted 
to maintain the policy of minimum consumption with maximum revenue. 
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**Tlie present policy aims at’’ he said '*an effective restriction which serves 
the cause of temperance by limiting consumption to the minimum require- 
ments”. So it was advertised that the policy of the Muslim League 
Government was to secure the minimum of consumption and the maximum 
of jeveijue. Then, again, in 1939 we were fed with the story by the then 
Excise Minister that whatever may be the Government’s policy “they are 
giving their best thought to the matter and will not hesitate to extend 
prohibition gradually to other districts”, that is, districts other than 
Noakhali, “if it is possible and feasible”. They were anxious even then 
to extend j)rohibition. That was *in 1939. In 1940, again, the policy was 
enunciated as follows: “The Government of Bengal followed a policy of 
maximum revenue with minimum of consumption, the end in view being 
to restrict consumption”. Then, again, in 1941, the policy was stated in 
the veiy first line of the speech of the Excise Minister as follows: “The 

policy of the Government (Nawabzada K. Nasarullah : That was not 

a fact. The llon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan: “Who w'as the Minister”? 
Mr. PRASANNA Dbk Raikut: You ought to know that at least). “The 
policy of the Government is the gradual enforcement of total prohibition 
throughout the province”. But, Sir, when in 1939 I introduced the Bengal 
Prohibition Bill, the Bill was turned down with the assertion that (Govern- 
ment stood for prohibition no doubt, but the prohibition should be gradual. 
Since tlien we have heard nothing about prohibition far less about extension 
of prohibition gra<lual or otherwise. J^rohibition remains confined to 
Noakhali, the smallest district in Bengal. 

Now, what are the consum])tion figures? Iyt‘t me take a long period, Sir. 
for the purpose of comparison. Since tin* introduction of the Minto-Morley 
Refonns u]) till 1941-4‘J, that is, for a ]>eiiod of more than a (luarter of a 
century, T am comparing the figures «if consunqition With regard to 
country spirit in 1911-l‘.i the consum]»tion in Bengal was 79(i.784 gallons. 
By 193f;-37, that is, just before the introduction of the }>resent Reforms, 
just before the Muslim League (Tovernment came into power in Bengal, the 
consumption of country spirit went down to 3(14,589 gallons; that is. it came 
down to less than one-half of that of 191 1-L?. And what is the figure now? 
The present figure — and I am now giving the figure for 1941-42 of which 
the actual figure is available — the Excise Minister has admitted it also in 
his (qiening speech, consumption mounted up to 829,349 gallons in 1941- 
42; that is. it went beyond the figure of 1911-12. It shows that the 
progress that had been made during all those years from 1911-12 to 193t)-37, 
i.e., in course of a quarter of a century was absolutely undone and not only 
that, Sir, but the consumption had in fact gone up beyond the figure 
of 1911-12. This is the achievement. Sir, of the Muslim licague Ministry 
that stands by the Shariat ! 

Sir, when I said that consumption has increased and definitely increased, 
the Excise Minister had the hardihood to question “consumption”, as if, 
Sir, he was taken aback. I may again tell him that consumption did not 
increase but steadily decreased during the previous regime but it has 
definitely increased and increased beyond the figure of 1911-12 during the 
first five years of the Muslim league Ministry that is, the whole improve- 
ment made in 25 years was done away within a quinquennium. 
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As regards ganja, in 1936-3 <, that is, just before the introduction of 
the present Eefonns and the advent of the Muslim l^eague Ministry, the 
consumption of gaitija in the province was 33,853 seers. What was the 
figure reached in the course of the next five years? In 1941-42 in pursuance 
of the much advertised policy of securing less consumption it went up to 
38,460 seers; that is, by about five thousand seers more. In five years the 
consumption of ganja in Bengal increased by about five thousand seers 
during the administration of Muslim League Ministry. 

Then, Sir, about opium. In 1936-37, before the advent of the l^eague 
Ministry, the consumption of opium in Bengal amounted to 25,666 seers 
and the consumption of opium w'ent up during (he first five years of the new 
Reforms, that is, by 1941-42, to 28,298 seers, that is, by about 3,()(K) seers. 
Sir, that is the whole history of the administration of “Excise” by the 
Muslim League Government of Bengal. Sir, 1 know how comparisons are 
made by the department. The department sele<‘t particular years of recent 
times to compare and feed the public with the (conclusions drawn from 
chosen figures, and that they do only to delude the public. If you compare 
the figures over a comparatively long period, you will see that during the 
administration of the Muslim Ix^ague Government, Bengal has been thrown, 
as I said before, into a flcxid-tide of drinks and drugs. That is the great 
achievement of the Muslim I league Ministry in Bengal. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned tor 15 minutes.) 

(After adjirnmnicnt.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I beg of 
you to permit me a bit of a digiTssion? There is a difterence of opinion about 
the ago of the honourable and learned Leader of the Opposition. Some say 
it is 71 and some say it is 74, but then* is no doubt that he has passed his 
72nd year, and in connection with that. Sir, we have heard the news today 
that ^ 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May we kn(»w, Sir, what he is aiming 
at? 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddi(|i, 1 do not think you of all 
people should bring in this matter at all. Mell, I have heard about this 
also, but it is not necessary to bring it in here. We are discussing 
“Excise”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: M> (mly (dijed m bringing in 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Gn a point of order. What bu8in(*8s 
has he got to refer to the age and all these things in connection with 
“Excise”. Is be under excise? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I was going to congratulate 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, that has got nothing to do with the 
business of the House which is before us. Will you kindly speak on 
“Excise” demand and the cut motions? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think it is a 
convention of the House to exchange felicitations 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said it is not the occasion. 


3 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IODIQI: Sir, 1 have listened with attention 
to the speeches made by gentlemen opposite. The bogey of the Muslim 
League has definitely become an obsession with gentlemen opposite and on 
that account the presentation of the case has not been altogether 
disinterested. 1 w’as expecting that figures w'ould also be given for the 
sixteen months in which the Muslim League was out of office. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. 

M.r. SPEAKER: Are \ou on a point of order? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, he is crith ismg 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a jiersonal matter. Vcs, Mr. Siddiqi, you 
go on. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir. 1 vva^ waiting loi those figures. 
I have, in my own way, found nut that tlie income lia.^ gone up while 
consumption has gone down by lakhs and moie gallons, (Kai Uark.ndkv 
Nath (hiArniirKi : No.) Sir, jire.sentation ol a case in tins maimei leads 
UH nowhere. The name (»t tin* .Muslim Leagm* was imoitioncd almost bait 
a dozen times. I wish this wme a Muslim League ( ioveiiiimMil . ll i*- imt. 
The King of the country a Christian and tlie law (d llu* country is not 
Islamic (cries id “hear, hear" trom the (’oaiitioii l'ai1\ bencii(‘M, but it 
honouralile members opposite had t(dlow(Ml tlu* piimipb* laid down 1)\ tlie 
honourable and learned Leadm (d the (tpposition whmi lo^ had said tla'T 
he would follow the same jirim iplc* in the mattci oi pi ohiht l mii as liad 
been laid down hy the (^ni’an and by the Messengei oi Allah. \\ v wc^e 
first asked not to approaidi tin* niosijue tin ]nayer while in a •'late oi inioxi- 
cution and then gradually the di inking oi alcolnd was totalis torbiddeii. 

A jioiiit which speakers on tin* side opposite ha\c deliberately not 
mentioni'd is tlie fact that toreign litpior has almost ((‘a-t'd to be imported 
and to that much extent ]n‘opb‘ ^^llo an* addicted to alcohol ha\c begun to 
drink ahadiol prepareil in this eonntry. In s]iite ot tins eliangi* in the 
general situation due mainly to war it is a happy sign oi tin* time that the 
present Council of Ministers has been able to n‘dm e the drinking ot alcohol 
by almost 2 lakh and 58 or 52 thousand gallons. That again is a point 
which was not mentioned. 

Another aspect of the jiroblem which porhajis eseapi‘d the vigilant atten- 
tion of honourable members opposite is a fact whieli should not have 
escaped their vigilanet* or att<*ntion. The ]>resenre ot aleidiol drinking 
soldiers in Bengal today is high and de'<]>ite all tlie efforts ot temperanee 
associations, 1 am atnvid they will Inne to agree tliat there may be a slight 
curve upwards in the drinking of alcohol, but if they do want to know what 
the Muslim mind likes to do, T would most earneslly beg of them to consider 
that even if this i.s a Muslim T/<*ague (io\(*rnim*nt we have got to consider 
the position of those people to whom ab'ohol is not forbidden. Idealistically 
prohibition and efforts at temperance are real steps in the right direction 
and yet despite the figures that have been given to iis tonight, I am 
certain that crimes under the excise law have increased in the areas of which 
we were given statistics. I liaA’e not got the exact figures before me, but 
I have heard it said in reliable quarters and in authoritative circles that 
distillation in a clandestine manner has increased all over India rrd 
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specially in areas where the Conj^ress (toveriunent and later on OoTernments 
under section 9d were functioning. 1 have nothing further to say except 
to remove the impression from the minds of gentlemen tipposite that a man 
would not be a Muslim if he did not follow the line of prohibition for him- 
self, but these very gentlemen will j>erhaps shout and shout us ilovvn if we 
started to use compulsion on people wlio are m»t forbidden by their religion 
to drink alcoholic liquor. 1 hope the Muslim l.eague theory will not he 
attached to prohibition a^ has been tonight. When they were in office, 
they could do nothing and after the\ went out ot office the war situation 
has made the ]irogiessi\t‘ reali>ation of jirohihition more and more ditfieult. 
But I can promise to the gentlemen opposite that no stone will be left 
unturned to go on progressively reducing the drinking of alcohol and 
increasing the ineome fioni it as has been done during tbc very short period 
the pre.sent Council of Ministers, which is not a Muslim League Ministry, 
lias been in office. 

Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I rise to oppose both the 
cut nl()tion^. 11 we analyse the ^ne\anc(‘S ot m\ honourable truMuls who 
have moved their motions, it will appear that the giiwaio’e ot one i.s thot 
(Tov(‘rnnieHt lia\e tailed to undertake any dt'finitc matioial schenu* of 
piohibit ion, ^\hilt‘ that ot the othci is that thc\ ha\t* tailed to introdma* 
prohilntion at least anione'>t luial people. 

ft is one thine to inanipnlatc tigurcs and base the arguments on 
inaiii])iila1(Ml figuie" ainl anotloM thine to try t(» <(»nvev to the House the* 
(loxerninent liave not taken aii\ "teps to bring (Ionmi eon'inirqitioii . 1 

Mibniit, Sir, that it is ;i ratloo talla< tous argunnmt. Wliih* presmiting the 
demand to the House the llon’hle Mini-tei has mad<* it clear that the ]>olic\ 
of the jiresent (b)vernnienl is one ot ei.nlual prohibition. Thendore, whilst 
trying to reduce consumption oi liqinn tin's must not torget that they must 
liavc more moncs to inccl the demands, the grossing demands, fd' the peopb* 
of this j)roviiice Irom sarious (piaitfus. Sii, mv Intliouiable frleml. ILii 
|llareiidra Nath Chaudhnri, has gi\en us mans figures, but he has not 

said as to wliat has happem*d to tin* price and boss the income of the 
province has inereasod liy imreasing tin' prices whiidi are under the 

definite control of (fovcriiment So far as rural areas arc concerned, 
(fovernnient have taken a definite derision by svhiili clns'i]) liiiuor has 
praidically been stopped in those areas, except, of (‘ourse, in places svhicb 
border Bihar svhere ontstill cheap liquor is sold. 

M.s honourable friend. Maiilvi Waliur Balimari, gave ns an instance of 
h(%w the hill tribes and the poor murht.s whatever they earn during the 

day spend in the evening enjoying a drink. I wish he had known the 

habits of tbe.se people who have come into this unfortunate province of ours 
for earning their bread and working for us. T wish he bad moved in the 
bills and had seen why these people who have come from Bihar or the 
Central Provinces or those who work in the hills take liquor. They do not 
take the licpior only as a matter of fun, but they take it as part of their 
food. They cannot work unless they have some .sort of drink. It is not 
correct to say that nothing has been d(»ne by Government to reduce eon- 
sumption. In this connection T want to draw the attention of the House 
to the step that has been taken by Government that every year the number 
of excise shop.s is being decreased, in various places in the province. Then 
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again, Sir, to keep an effective control over the supplies, Government have 
started Licensing Boards in the districts and subdivisions composed mostly 
of representatives of non-officials of those places, and no new shop can be 
started unless a request is made by the Licensing Boards and approved by 
the Collector and perhaps higher authorities for this purpose. So far as 
the prices are concerned you will be pleased to find that for a pint of cheap 
liquor the price has gone up from four annas six pies to 10 annas, while the 
price of a gallon has gone up from Ee. 1-15 to Es. 6-2. The income must have 
gone up because of the increased price of cheap liquor. (Eai Harendra Nath 
CiiAUDHUEi : And also because of consumption.) So far as consumption 
is concerned, I have in my hand by the courtesy of a friend of mine a chart 
which will show what happened in 1942 to 1944. I submit that in 
September, 1942, the consumption was over one lakh gallons against only 
gaWons in Sept^mher, The present MmistTy came into office 

in April, 1943, and the consumption was brought down by 716,000 gallons. 
The duty has also been increased. The result has been that today in 
February, 1944, the consumption has gone down to 62,000 gallons and the 
revenue has gone up to Es. 19 lakhs. That only shows the vigilant attitude 
that lias been taken by the present Government which is keeping to their 
promise of bringing down the coiiHumption to tlie minimum, while keeping 
to the maximum amount of revenue that can be obtained for this province 
so that the demand from various sides witli legard to tlie urgency or the 
necessity of this province can he met. (A vouk from thk Opposition: 
What about <janjaY) Ganja is left t<» you. I arn sorry tliat my honourable 
friend Eai Harendra Nath Ohuudhuri has not mentunied, while stating 
that the consumption has increased, the influx oi people into this province 
from other jirovinct's. In the city ot Oalcutta we have seen that the popu- 
lation bus gone U]) from about 13 to 14 lakhs to about 40 lakhs. My 
honourable friend, Mr. Ahdur Eahinan Siddiqi, has ])ointed out to the 
House how the consumption of (‘ountry liijuor has imreased even amongst 
tliose w'ho do not belong to this country at all. That being the position 1 
submit respectfully that there is a definite policy taken by Government 
that prohibition must he aimed at, hut it must be gradual and it eaiinot he 
adopted so soon as it is suggested or perhaps presumed. I submit, then‘- 
fore, that there is no point wdiatsoever in either of the motions moved by 
my honourable friends and I have no other alternative but to oppose both 
of them. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

(TfR, cTtrs ^ i 

Kui I 

’TYCE fra I 

^ 

^ I ii ftroi 

^TOtrTt'5! i ^ 

CK <7T^i ofi?nr nrv i 
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^ fro c*ftc5f (?i orri^ ^ ■ 

’Q ^nrt^ 'q <t%r5i 'ii^ ^TJ?c4nr 

totc^ ^n’t 5r?j c'te^ i 

^ 'Q ?tsn ^ Ts^rtR fe*(1ft i 

^srt^ wfw '3 ^rfWDt? %5C^'3 (Mr. Suren dra Nath 

Biswas : ^^R'3 Treasury Bench^, laughter) 7\:i^ ^TtpRT 

^ (?rr-5t tf7?r»t ^f^rcf I ^in ^ f^c^T ^ c^ to , 

TC’src^^ ’3 ^rsT? '3 c^ i*^ no 

^ c^^fH pQ. ^ (Ttt^fD? to f%C8r=? 

^‘^ti ^ 9m ^ to to 

(7[ 1 4 ^^rst5 

JCTR '^rf^ »t>[^ ^5^1 5tf I to ^ ^ 

tor^ToTT^ ^ ^ fef^ 

^.df ii^^ o ^! ^ ( =rtv.*ncTr^ 3?^iroi I’t^i ''^tor^r^r o^ 

C#1 C^ C^'l ^tlPT^T ( hoar, hear ) | art^ [^^11171 ’ifw 

to tot^ to t;t7r?T’3 ^ 

^ ^ I t] f^’^t •rstor® of*t^ i'tTt-T ^^cF*r i 

Tjfp? •srt't'Tt^ s ^TtiiprtonT -^fwi ^***1^. — cn w^ cfc^ ait*»=fj?c^N 

'::(^ 'srfc’^'W r7?i^jj I ^ *3r«r?t^i. ■^ToT^. ’prtw^tfo, ?rt^fe. *rt“ 

'3 'oTcT’ltf^, C^*t<PTtO<^ tffe ’jfF 

iTfait]:^^ ff<r< 3r5T^ ^ ^'z^ ^ i 

Sir, ^fOT^TT fz’SZ^ ^rt^TTOTT prohibition an Z'dHH vU^ 

^cTg <y^ cm I wto c:«'*f"tll ( hear, hear, no 

personal attack, noise, interruption) C7T*tt^ S^^1tC5 ^RtHF 

>pf3TT^*T TOT “‘^to I iJ prohibition 5^51 ^fiRF 

'3W5f ^ZH T*F1 C’Ts I tol ^(?T ^*TWl 9f 

^ (71 cm ^ Stor frni ^i 

^pr;r(-j 577R ? (The member having reached his time-limit there wai 

the usual red light.) 

Sir, salt ^ ^ ^ • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I can allow you only one minute. 

Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: Salt^ Government of 
Indian 1 ^1 . GPT^l *ftW Pw 

«T^«t Si^: T5^ f^u:^ C^ffC^ ftcs ^1TC4 W5 

ipr't Government of India ^n^TT allow c-i^k^CH , FIi:^ to? 'il^ C? 

Provincial Government sii? '5[t?''fr5t FpTTt'tt?! ?T75 

?!41 OT, <il?* ^ cm '3 TO» tot? 

c^ (to! ?t? c? <7mrt4T^ '^u^ mi\m wzm i 

?rS? I 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: After what Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi and Mr, Mullick have said, Sir, I think I have nothing 
to add. The one important ([uestion is whether during the regime of the 
present Ministry the (consumption has gone down or not. I have already 
shown hy facts and figures that consum])tion of countiy spirit has gone down 
by 25 per cent, and that of opium has gone dowm by 14 per cent. Under 
the previous Ministry the consumption was higher but the Minister in 
charge did not take any steps to reduce that increase. Another thing that 
f should Ik to say is that during the previous Ministry Government 
adopted tire policy of prohibition in certain limited regions only but w'e have 
extended it to larger areas. 1 may mention that a number of shops has 
been closed down in almost every district of Itengal as will be evident from 
the statement T am going to make just now about the number of excise 
liceric(*s abolished in each of the district.s of liengal with effect from 1st 
April, namely, Hiirdwan 1, llirbhum 4, liankura (i, Midnapore 14, 

Uooghly 0, 24-lhirganas 1, (.\ilcutta J), Nadia 1, desscue 2. Kliulna 4, Dacca 
8, Myinensinglj 8, Karidpur 4, Hakarganj 5, Chittagong 3, Hajshahi 2. 
Jalpaiguri 4, Kangpur 5, Pabna Bogra 2, Malda 4 and Darjeeling 5. 
The total comes to 101 sho])s wbif h have been abolished, whereas during the 
previous Ministry only one or tw’o shojis w'ere abolished in Noakhali only. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL. Ilow' many new shops have been 
opened Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Not a single one 

At the same time, Sir, tor the next year also wt are receiving recom- 
mendations for the abolition of more shops and we have already received 
recommendations for the abolition of 24 sh<»ps for m‘xt y(*ar. Sir, we are 
trying our utmost to abolish as many shoi)s as possible with a view' to 
reducing consumption. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will fi rst put the (Uit motions ndating to the demand 
under the head '‘10 — Forest” and then the main demand for “Forest” and 
then 1 will come to “Provincial Excise”. 

10— Forest. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand ot Its. 25, 40. 000 
for e\})enditure under the head “10 — Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then [Hit and lost. 

'rin* motion id’ Kha.i Bahadur Uaji Badi Ahmed ('howdhury that the 
demand ot Us. 25,4d,0(M) for exj)enditure under the head “10 — Forer>t” be 
reduced by Us, 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Premhari Burma that a sum of 
Rs. 25,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest”, was 
then put and agreed to. 


8 — Provincial Excise. 

The motion of Maulvi Waliur Ruhinun that the demand of Rs. 25,20,000 
for expenditure under the head “8 — Provineial Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about the failure of the 
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Governtnent to introduce prohibition at least among the rural people, was 
then put and a division taken with the following results: — 

AYES— 92. 


AMil Hats, Mr. Mia. 

AN«I HanM lliaii. MaiHvi. 

AMai JaMar Palwan, Mr. Mi. 

ANal Kaitr, Mr. (alias Lai Mtah). 

AMttl MaJM, Maaivi (Myrnantiafa). 

Akiai Wakti. Maaivi. 

Akdar Raatak, Maaivi. 

Aka Houaia Sarkar, Maaivi. 

AkOMi Aii Eaayttpuri, Kkaa Bahaiar Maalaaa. 
AkaMi Khan, Mr. Sy«i. 

Ailaiaidin Ahaiti, Mr. 

Aahar All. Mauivt. 

Bail Akaivi Chaaihury, Kkaa Bakaiar Na)l. 
Bairaiioja, Mr. 8 yti. 

Banarjtf, Mr. Pramatha Natk. 

Barat All. Mr. Mi. 

Baraia, Mr. Puspajit. 

Baraian, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Battt, Mr. Santoth Kuaiar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qokinda Chandra. 

Biswat, Baku Lakthaii Narayaa. 

BUwat, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Chattopadhyay. Mr. Harlpada. 

Ckaadhuri, Rai Narandra Natk. 

Das, Baku Radhanath. 

Das Bapta. Dr. J. M. 

Das Bupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Doivi, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. iakumar. 

Datta Bupta. Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranatk. 

Emdadul Hadua, Kui. 

Faaiul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Bhasa, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 

BiMuddIn Ahmad, Mr. 

Bolam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 

Balam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Sysd. 

Bupta, Mr. Josaih Chandra. 

Byasuddin Ahmad Choudhary. Alhad|. 
HabibuHah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. 

Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Muham Aii Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 
dalaiuddin Hashamy, Mw Syad. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

donab Aii Maiumdar, Maulvi. 


Abdul HaSs, Mr. Mirea. 

Abiui Hakim, Mauivi (Mymantinsh). 

Abdat Hakim Vlkrampart. Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul dabbar, Maulvi. 

AMui Karim, Mr. 

AMul Latn Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Malid, Mr. Syad (NaakkaU). 

Abdul Mataiab Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Kkon, Khan Bahadur. 

Abdutla-AI Makmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Rahmaa, Khaa Bahadur A. F. M. 

AMur Rahoiaa SM^i, Mr. 

Abdur Raaekid Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Raskaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khaa Bahadur Stauivi t. (Htwrah». 
Abdur Rauf. Khau Bahadur Shah (Rauour). 
Abdua Shahaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abul ruM, Mr. Md. 


Khaa, Mr. Dabaadra UM. 

Kuadu, Mr. NiakHha Natk. 

Ukiri, Baba Ashutosh. 

Mahtah. Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Uday Ohuad, al 
Bard wan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kuaiar. 

Majuiudar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Manirunaman Islamahadi, Maulaaa Md. 

Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Maakarlaa, Dr. Syamapratad. 

Muhammad Altai, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Salaiman, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayaa. 

Mukkarji, Dr. N. C. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Muliick, Srijut Ashutash. 

Mustala All Dawan, Maulvi. 

Nandy, Maharaja Sritehaadra, at Oaaalmbaiar. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. 

Paddar, Mr. Anadilal. 

Ramiiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. charu Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkriskaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manamtha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Ray, Shib Skakharaswar, Kumar. 

Sanaullak, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nallnakska. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasankn Sakhar. 

Sau, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

San, Jaiash Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

San Bupta, Mn. Nallia. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Shamsttddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Sinha. Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Tefal Ahmad Chaudhury, Mauivi Naji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yousuf Mirxa. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 109. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Husain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Masud. Kui. 

Abul Quosam, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Husain, Mr. 

Aifasaddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aulad Hussain Khan, Kkaa Bahadur MaulvL 
Burma, tha Hua’bia Mr. Pramhari. 

•arman, Bobu Shyama Prasad. 

•irkmyra. Sir Haury, Bart. 

Biswas. Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Cbakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 

Obakrubarty, BSbu Raraudra Narayaa. 
Obippaudala, Mr. d. W. 
dark, Mr. 1. A. 

Out, RM Sahib Auuknl Cbaadra. 

0 «, Rai Sahib KJrtt Bbusau. 

Mr. MauHMbau. 
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Ihm, Hi* Hitt. 

raniBt Ban* KliMaM, B«f«M. 
rm»0l Qaatfir, KhM Bakatfar Maalvi. 
raitar Rahman, Mr. (Daaea). 

•laMtni, Mr. D.. C.l.i. 

•amaa, Mr. R. A. 

BMwami, tha Nan'fela Mr. Tulai Chanda. 

Brifflihi, Mr. C. 

BaRta. Mr. J. R. 

Bnrang, Mr. Oamhar Singh. 

MaSivSSin OhavShari, Manlvi. 

HamlSaiSln AhmaS. Khan Sahib. 

Haaina MnrahaS, Mra., M.B.E. 

Hatomaliy Jamaiar, Khan Sahih Maniai. 
MaywaaS, Mr. RaSgara. 

ManSry, Mr. DaviS. 
lapahani, Mr. M. A. N., M.B.E. 

SaaimuSdin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 
Kabiraddin Khan, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 
Kannady, Mr. I. Q. 

Kamar, Mr. Atai Chandra. 

MaPharaan, Mr. B. P. 

MaSiuddin Ahamad. Dr. (Bagra). 

Maftiuddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib Maaivi (Tippar*)< 
Mandai, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

Mandai, Mr. Banka Babari. 

Mandai. lha Han'hia Mr. dagandra Nalh. 

Mandai. Mr. Krithna Praaad. 

Maairaddin Akhand, Maaivi. 

Mahammad All, Khan Bahadar. 

Maaiam Aii Maliah, Maaivi M. 

Moiammai Hag, Maaivi Md. 

Mahammad Abdai Nalim Malla, Mr. 

Mahammad lihagaa, Maaivi. 

Mahammad lirail, Maaivi. 


Mahammad SMdigna, Kbaa Bahadar Dr. Syad. 

Makarjaa, tha Han'hla Mr. Tmakaath, M.B.E. 

ShiRick, Mr. Makanda Bahary. 

Malliak. tha Haa’Ma Mr. PaHa Bahary. 

Matharraff Hamala.tba Han’Ma Naarah, Kbaa Bahadar. 
Maatagaaraal Hagaa, Mr. Syad. 

Naaarailab, Naarahsada K. 

Naaimaddin, tha Haa'bla Kharaja Sir, K.O.I.E. 
Naaraddin, Mr. K. 

Hartan, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

Pain, tha Nan'bla Mr. Barada Prasaana. 

Pavrall. Mr. •!. A. 

Ruaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Sndaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 

SaSraddin Ahmad, Ha|i. 

Sahaha-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarajal lalam, Mr. 

Shahahaddin, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
Shahadati, Mr. 

Singha, Baku Kihatra, Nath. 

Sirdar, Baku LItta Manda. 

Skipwith. Mr. W. E. 

Smart. Mr. d. N. 

Smyth-Oikettrna, Mr. D. B. 

Stark. Mr. A. F. 

Sahrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 

Stavansan, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamiiaddin Khan, tha Han'kia Mr. 

Tharman, Mr. C. M. 

Walkar, Mr. d. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M.. C.B.E. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yaaaf Aii Chaudhury, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Chaudhary. Maaivi. 

109 the motion was lost. 


Tho Ayes being 92, and the noes 
(The result was greeted by table thumping and eries oi “shame, shame , 
and “resign, resign” from the Opposition Benches.) 

The motion of liai Harendra Nath Ch.audhuri that the demand of 
Its. 25,20,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise be 
reduced by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Barma that a sum of 
Rs. 25,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8— Provincial 
Excise”, was then put and agreed to. 


13— Other Taxes and Dutieei 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 0,92,400 be granted for expenditure under the head “18 — Other Taxes 
and Duties”. 

Mauivi MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 0,92,400 for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” 
be reduced by Es. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to give relief to the poorer classes from operation 
of Sales Tax. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

I ’TCTT 
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^ vii? f%5f ^ ^ ^ i 

^armi ww^Tfl^rm c? tp^ " ftrnft i 

?r*tPr ?R 3RT^ ^ «R- 

C^fN*f ^fT'S ^ I S'Sc^ (TTtT^t^^pft’ ^C«tf^C«TH 

vfi?* ikm ^ ^gw( 

^nr ^ ^1 '^rro^ ^cz c^ 

I f% c^Prc^ ? ?fr3 ^ 5fmrflc«^ 

'®rpft^ ■i^C'^H, fV^ <i<'^ifir^t®t f%iRr ’a^vt'^'Q 

I ^ ^c?r f^c^ 

^ f^ fm f?t^ I ^S)0‘\-ob' ^art^ 

^ 1;^ Other taxes and duties voted ;»f^ Rs. 43,000, charged ^ftc^ 
C^ inr I ^^)0h-0^5 Rs. 30,000, fijs^ apsTt^T^r 

^-5ftfr ?t?rte Rs. 7,21 ,000 ^rjo^-oir 

JHTR ^8 ^ I >.'50‘i-0lr ^ts-^ C^'tfr % 

0^ w ]?i^. 'artr^ ^ oo ‘\o 

‘\b' TfsrK i^t^, ^??0^-0b' '^‘•t ^ ^ I 

Rrw ‘'tfipft*! 4*^1 (?T^tr^ ^htI^c^ 

Vi]^ ^1 ^ Tvzz ^ (TT^fr^ ^rc4 f^G5 ^1 I 

ym ^ 4tv*5Tt? tPRoPr ^ ®r- 

^1;^ fertr^ C4t^ i ^ Tt^ Tt^ 

5Tt:^R^-fc4^ (?tf^‘'t ^ ai4 I ^ 

inrm ^o%rc3 4W4# 513^1 ^ Tf^ 4l%4t^ 1 

vf]^ 5 f^ ^ ^ c? 4? 'ar^" ^arltc^ ’ft 3^1 f^nrfrs^ ^4.* 

’ft'S^ 'vSf^l^ ai4 1^*^ ’ff^t‘^3 ^5?Co14 4T?l 4^1 m *0^ , C44<4 

^St4i Tf4i airtftiT-’isrsrc^ cjn^i 4r^ i 

^rnrfPi ’Tst’ffe ^n:74. ’f^ ^rcro? f4 ’tf^^rf^t ^]Jp5 ’tf^ra?^ 

44f ^’pTPt (TTfc^ vii^ ’f^r? ?pfPT 1 ^.'50‘\-ov 

c^ ^•r*f ^is 00 J^ir ^ i^t^n i airf^r^rtFr 4^^ 'q 

4f'cTt4 4frsT^ ^^f3 ^»»> C4t[!» 6ft «T^ bft 5>|wf4 

^t41 I i?1<?i ^3^ 4t^C4 C4l^ C^C4 ? W43? '8^^PTf*rt4C‘’t^ •i6*T 

4^ 43Ttlin ^s\m 4pfn i itt 4t^?rTc^ 

fto ^ c5rP4 ^rmtotr^ c-sf^, 4t.:^ spr ^ '5^«Rf ’T:Tt^4l4C5 

’ttfe^ 4tv*5Tf4 ^ ^ 5rr5? 4Tn *[C4 vft5F (7^3^ 

^ C? 4^4^ 4f%3; ’ll 411^ 

^1 

A ^srljpr 3^ ppl firjt^ #t^f l 5t^ 4t’?Tt4 <PTt^ 

yrspR^^tC^f I ’S] ^ c^rstc^ Pale»tme.fl 

^41 rorc^ c^^6ic4 ^TtiTtc'fu-r f^i i fVi 3;tr*f^ 

TOT cn 4^^•5fT?^ ^ ?3T«farf5? 7pr<<"i( i c^miKf^t fe®^ C4f^ 
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^«fr^ '^J=Tt^ C^ 5C5T ^STt^ ) F5R 

TOT tp5Wf^p5 cbcof f^T?l ? ^g pl t ^ f r / < y 

^*5Tt^ t?fe ^>lerfii|.<Cfef 156 W^ 

^ ?r^c3 ’®mr^f% i i 

^-fl^ So fTOrc»? I ?t:^ iffe 

?rfr c? feR ?f? ^C3 'sripn^fr^^irr 

^mi ^^Ti 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. (>,9i^,400 for expenditure under the head “13— Other Taxes and Duties” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a dis(‘ussion about anomalies and defects in 
the administration of various taxation measures under this head. 

Sir, on previous occasions 1 took the opportunity to invite the attention 
of this House to various drawbacks of certain legislation leading to taxation 
measures under this head, 1 am now trying to invite the attention of the 
House to some of the administrative and other delects of such taxation 
measures, some of wdiich have already been discussed or revealed from time 
to time. 

Rut before doing so, I feel it my duty to invite also your attention and 
the attention of the country outside to the position of the present (lovern- 
merit. As today’s voting has shown earlier in the day the (lovernment is 
only being kept up with the support of the European (iroup, about lb or 
20 of whom were present today and took part in thi' voting, rnfortunately 
fill* us, the constitution has been so framed that in spite of our b«‘st wishes 
it is the Europ(‘ans who hold the balance and remain the top dogs. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, these things do not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALJ \ am talking of aiumialif's. Sir. What 
more anomaly can th(‘re 1)(‘ than this, the gr(*atest of anomalies in oiii public 
life?*! am also talking about taxation. Again, 1 submit that arc being 
taxed both in mir purse and in our jiatience through the incubus of domina- 
tion of certain M'sted inlmests in this country. While s]>eaking on anomalies 
in taxation, 1 believe it will not lu‘ out ot jilaet* at all to inviti' tin* attention 
of this House to the present state of alVaii's. IloueMM’. Sir, 1 shall not take 
up much time of the Housi* on this issue. 

There is onl,\ one other point whiidi in this eoniiection 1 would like to 
submit and that is the continued detention of about 1(1 members of the 
Opposition as siMunity prisoners which again i^ enabling the European 
Pnrty to make their presence felt. I hope, and this 1 appeal without any 
rancour, that it will be possible tor the Indian element, under the leadership 
of whoever can take the lead in the right direction, to make the Europeans 
know and understand that we will manage our owui affairs ourselves 
irrespaftive of their presence and we shall be in a position soon to have 
an abvsolute vuajority of all progressive political parties managing our affairs 
in our own way without dictation or without any sort of patronage or wire- 
pulling from behind. So far as we are concerned on this side of the 
House we are not at all interested in particular persons or personalities, 
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but surely we are interested in having the entire administration run and 
conducted by Indians with the best of intentions to serve this country and 
our own interests. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Come to the point please, Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Coming to the taxes under this head 
there are the entertainments tax, the betting tax, the tax under the llengal 
Finance Act Tax of 19d9 and the tax under the Bengal Finance Sales Tax 
Act of 1941 which taxes compose the bulk of the realisations under “Other 
Taxes and Duties”. The others include the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation 
Act and Motor Vehicles Taxation realisations. So far as the Sales Tax 
Act goes, I have taken an earlier opportunity to point out how the adminis- 
trative machinery set U]> has defied the intention of the la'gislature to 
impose only one-point tax. As there was no s])ecific provision in the 
legislation demanding that there would be no double taxation at all in 
practice commodities that had passed from a registered dealer to an un- 
registered dealer and again went back to the registered dealer to be passed 
on to the consumer have naturally been taxed twi(’e. This is one of the 
fundamental anomalies of that taxation. T had also ])ointed out to other 
anomalies which have led to a situation in which merr’hants wdio otherwise 
would like to have multiple shops and large business turnover under better 
economic systems have been compelle<l to sj>lit U]) their undertakings so 
that the fiuantum oi taxation may be avoided or reduced. These are the 
two fundamental anomalies in this measure. 1 would ap])eal to the 
non’ble Minister in charge and to (lovernnient to see if even now through 
administrati\(* arrangements they could avoid su(‘h anomalies. 

In regard to the betting tax, there is also another grc’at anomaly. I flo 
not s<'e our friend Mt. No(H’uddin in the House just now. lie* was one (d 
the vocal exponents of tlie abuses and anomalies existing in the realisation 
of b(‘tting tax thiough the machinery of the Turf ('lub. Ibis arrangement 
is souglit to be justiti(Ml on the ground of eertnomy in tin* rt'alisatiotj or in 
collection (•harge^. But, Sir, as the time at my div])osal is short, 1 would 
conclude by saying that it lias given a loopinde to one section or one 
interested grouj) of Kuio])eans airain to avoid payment of large*!’ amounis 
to the y>ub1ic excln*(|uer and to piac’tically rule in ihe field oi this game. 

The third im])o!’tant mea^ure witli regaid to wlcic-h am)maii<*s have been 
found is the Fleet ricity Tax Art The Flectricity Tax Act has been 
recently reviewed when we wanted to examine in conne<tion with an 
enhancement of the electricitv dut\ wliat measures could be taken to 
maximize lanenue while at the same time allowing the poor man to go 
(Moupaiatively less taxed Industries had been enjoying exemirtion for 
obvious reaNons but there are large ai’eas in the suburbs of ( alcuttu wdiere 
palatial buildings had b«‘en constructed by jute mills and other mills w'heie 
residential quarters of Burra Sahibs get electricity comparatively at a 
cheaper rate and alscr the measure of taxation there conseciuently becomes 
les.s. 

I bad wi intention similarly to point out how the motor vehicles tax 
question wa.s giving a loophole to anomalies under whic h certain classes 
owners of vehicles were being exempted or eomparatively less taxetl than 
others. (At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

As my time is up, I will not press other points at this stage. 



122 


DEMAND FOE OKANTS. 


[15th Maech, 

With these words, Sir, I press my motion for acceptance. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA BEN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. (j,92,4(K) for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes 
and Duties” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
the collection of betting tax and thereby encouraging gambling especially 
when the province is passing through a crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the time at my disposal is very short I would 
confine iny remarks only to the point mentioned in this cut motion but that 
would not mean that I welcome the other taxes known as “modem taxes”. 
My object is not to criticise the administrative machinery but I object to 
the imposition of tax on betting. By levying'this tax (iovernment virtually 
aids and abets a criminal act, that is, gambling. Horse-racing is a vice 
imported from the West and the (iovernment of this land call it sports; 
otherwise they cannot levy any tax. Westerners have their own code of 
virtues and vices and we have imitated the one and not the other. This 
vice went very far, Sir, and even dog-racing was started in the name of 
sports and the House may remember that there was much mud thrown over 
this matter in this House. If by spending a few thousands of rupees you 
can collect several lakhs, then it is certainly ver\ tempting. But can the 
world go ahead on that basis? If small outlay be the ciiteiion, then one 
may encourage pick-fXK'keting as for that you only re(juir(‘ n used safety 
razor blade and earn a lot till you are caught. I would draw serious atten- 
tion of the honourable members of this House and also of the Ilon’ble 
Ministers to some facts which are known to many who are present here. Is 
it or is it not a fact that thousands of middle class and poor families have 
been ruined by betting and gambling in the race (‘ourse? Is it not a fact 
that several persons died of heart failure and shock inside tlie race course? 
Is it not a fact that wives and daughters were relieved of their ornaments by 
a loving husband or a father who was all out to make 100 by betting rupee 
one? It is not a sport. It is gambling. May I not under these circum- 
stances ask the (iovernment to stop this evil without a moment’s delay? 
They should stop horse-racing by an Executive Order, if possible, and take 
possession of the buildings and the race courses and use them for some legal 
purposes. Tlie growing evil must be stopped. I had occasion to warn 
before and I appeal to the authority to take immediate action. If you 
encourage this sort of gambling in order to augment your resources^ you may 
as well impose tax on many questionable trades and vocations in order to 
square up your balance. If you really want to run a good Government, do 
stop this sort of evils and improve the moral tone of the people. 

AVith these words, Sir, I cinnmend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED ; I ^ 

<?T ^ I iPf ^ TOT 

i 

^ CSTtT ^ WO 4^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER : ^ ^ I 

Mtuivi ABDUL WANED : ?5n TOTC^ ^ ^n I ^ ^ 

^ifl ^ ^ ^ 4<if^ I ?f*«Tt? 

^PF ^PF C^rt¥ ^ C^\US TOT^. ^ ^ 

'^RTt^ ^t::^ i ot 1%f^ f%iiR C3F$t^«t 

eilcbii RV 5lCv!) *R ’^fC4’ I f^rf^TDR <)'<^l , oJl^* \sk*f^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ C^ ^ OT (?*R 

'PPFORT ^Rl ^ I vs I (.<5 "ft-’fH b'ellip I 'il?! 

(Tf»f ^ TOT f^fmTT ^<=^5 I ^ 3rfr ^WOT 

'‘jS 'wH'^iwi^'’ic4' <5? ^ HI ^ I 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR HOSAINi : Mr. Speaker. Sir, 

Bengal AssemblyCS R ^ TOTC^ Tirt%5f RTfR 

I lilt ^ ww c^rt^ ^ c^crr ^fipr 

^Ri^, ^aftok^ TOT ^tcR fror ^rtsR 

Ft^iTiRR^mi c’^Rcsi^ I ^ ?PF spF ^Ts ^ 

’^Ct "^PTR 1 (?fc*f ^ C^rt^ ^PT^. 3(TtC«>lfiVR 

^ft^TisTt^ c<?Hc 5> '«(*ijHl <HY1 •Ttt I “itlY) ftot^tlTF WHk^ 

'oR c^R ^Kifi y?! ^ I '®rrf^' «?i*ik^ utt ^hfHcr Ttr^rnr 

jprf ^ c^FROT ^ c^c^ ^vn f^r^i c^'Rc<^ i ’^ufHctpr tn^rtrR t^rkR r;*! i 
R mk*f F5r*RRf C?rf%?R f^5?1 (R WS 5PF SPF R^ffrc^ tJkT 'Rif ^STCR Rl 

f^j R c^c<( frci; TOkSR I (R ^ TTfc^rfiR 

^ (Tft ^/f^j R ^ di:«f to ntiWfR 5^ tax 

I ^ Ric^ ^ik^, (RR1, (?T3 ^ r! 

I cv^ ^ ^ I <i]«Jti:^i 

%to CR^ ’fttoc^ ^ ^tm R i4Rt^ RR lil^^ toR R^ 
I c*fcR Sr r ^fPT ^fRi cptfk^ ^*<1 to^ ^ i 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Sir, 1 ri.se to reply to the rut 
motion moved by my esteemed friend Eai Bahadur Jogesh (’handra Sen. 
He has stated that the imposition of betting tax enrourages ganibling. 
The arguments that he has used are most erroneous and fallacious, because 
betting tax instead of encouraging gambling rather discourages it as it 
takes away from the winning or totalisator pool a part of the proceeds and 
thereby checks the temptation of betters and punters. 

Sir, he has also advocated the abolition of ra(dng. I would like to 
explain that the attitude of Government is that they do not encourage 
gambling, but they take the most realistic and most practical view of the 
matter. It is admitted that the spirit of gambling is inherent in most 
persons. (laughter.) Therefore, even if racing is abolished, the result 
would be that gambling in other forms will crop up and people will go to 
shady gambling houses and crooked gambling dens and will squander away 
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their money. Therefore, gambling should be restricted to certain disci- 
plined form and that is l)etter than allowing people to resort to illicit 
gambling. So far as the ([uestion of abolition of gambling altogetlier is 
concerned, this problem bristles with difficiiltie.s. An experiment wavS tried 
in Am(‘rica to abolish drinking. A Prohibition Act was passed but it was 
found lliat though the professed ermsumption and sale of liciuor were 
prohibil(*d, ycd drinking wa.^ going on. Therefore, the exjieriment failed 
and the whole Act had to be scuapjied. In the same way, if we try to 
alxdish gambling altogether, there may be an increase of other crimes and 
things like that as in America where there was regular trafficking and 
smuggling of illicit lirpior and bootlegging. 

Sir, l)i. Nalinaksha Sanyal stated that the i)roct‘dur(‘ of collec'tion (d 
this money is not ((uite the correct one because he stated that this money is 
collected through the* Royal Calcutta Turf Club. 1 would like to jioint 
out that this is the most economical form of ccdlection. Ry giving the 
task of collection to the Royal (kilcutta d’urf Club, the whole amount is 
c(db‘cted at the minimum cost. (Dr. N\lin\ksh\ Swym.: That is a 
bluff.) Residi's that, 1 would like to ])oint out that Coxernment (‘ollect 
about Rs. lakhs from ladling tax which means that the teni])tation to 
punters and gambleis is reduced. 

Sir, w’ith these* words I op])ose the* cut motion moved Iin Rai lialiadur 
Jogesh (duindra Scui. 

JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: After it has been said this e\ening 
that wine is food and betting tax is good, no more speech is nec(*ssary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ddiat is amdher matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: 1 wish to say just 
one thing. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, how many Minisiers will s])(*akH 

Mr. SPEAKER: It ndutes to taxation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The mover of the original demand 
still has a right to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI; Sir, I do not wish 
to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the demand of 
Rs. (},Jb?,4()0 relates to a numb(‘r of taxt*s and duties administered by 
diff'erent departments of (tovernment. A list of th(*se taxes and duties 
think T need not waste the time of the ITouse by repeating them. T woubl 
has already been placed before the House by my friend Dr. Sanyal and I 
only say that the total income whiidi w^e expi'ct out of tlu‘se taxes and duties 
will come to about 1? crores and 55 lakhs of rupees only. 

As regards the cut motion of my friend Rai Jogesh Chandra Sen 
Bahadur, 1 wamld only say that his arguments only sup])ort the proposal 
of having a tax on gambling. (Rai Bahadur .1oq?:.sii rH,\xi)R.\ Skn* : Why 
not have a pick-pocketing gang.) There will be no capital outlay. The fact 
that gambling has ruined some families and ruined the joy of many is well 
known. So, Sir, the tax on gambling not cmly adds to the revenue but it is 
the most effective control over gambling. 
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As regards the motion of my friend Dr. Sanyal, I am afraid he has 
conhned his observations mostly and mainly to bettings and other facts. 
He has not, however, mentioned a single specific instance of maladministra- 
tion or anomalies or defects in the administration. I would welcome 
specific instances of maladministration or detects or anomalies in the actual 
realisation of the tax, and will certainly give our best coiiNideration for 
removing such defec'ts whicli may be toiind. 

As regards the ob.servations of my friend Maiilvi Maqbul llossain and 
Maulana (icdam Sarwar Hossaini, 1 would only say that (government is 
always anxious to see that maximum possible relief is given to the poor. 
Only a i)erusal ot the Stdiedule of the Sales Tax will show that not only food 
and food aiticl(‘s which are necessary for the poor people aie exempted 
from the Sales Tax but also othm* poor man s neeessitit's ha\e b(‘en 
exemptt'd. namely, text book, clotii, handloom cloth, yai’ii, kerosmie, 
nui1cli(‘s and lots of other things. It is also wtdl known ti> this House 
tliat the rec(‘nt Sales Tax (Amendment) Hill which this House has just 
passed has made still moie libeial pi‘o\ isioiis in this respia t. 

rndei- the circumstunc(‘s, 1 submit, Sir, that th(‘se cut motions ar(‘ not 
at all justified and I Inqu*. Sii‘, that tin* House will thi'ow thmn out. 

An regaidN jute tax, since th(‘ imuion has m^t been movt'd 1 do not 
]>ro])Ose to make an\ ob^ei \ .it ion . 

A\’ith thes{‘ wordN. Sir. I oppose the cut motions. 

Tilt' motion ol Maulvi Ma<|bul Hossain that the dmnaiid <d Hs. b,!)l',40{) 
for expeiidituie niidm the hiaid ‘l:i— ttthei Taxes and Duties*’ be reduced 
by Hs. KHI, w'a^ then put and lost. 

The motion td Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Hs. b.bk'.dOt) 
tor expenditure under the head “bl— Other Taxes and Duties” be leduced 
by Hs. IdO. waN then j)ut and lost. 

The motion ot Itai Hahadur dogesh (’handra Smi that (he demam] of 
Hs. f;,d2.40d for expenditure under the hea<l “Id-Other Taxes and Duties” 
be ri'duced by Hs. 100, was then ])ut and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble ^fr. Tarak Nath ^fukerjea that a, sum of 
Hs. (),0‘J.400 be granted for expenditure under the head “Id — Other Taxes 
and Dutie.s”, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjoummefit. 

The House was then adjourned at O-dO p.in. till d-dO p.m. on Thursday, 
the IGth March, 1044, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Actf 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
IGth March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 185 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Fire aooident in Down Dacca Mail. 

•leSA. (Short Notice.) Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charp^e of the Communications and Works Department 
be pleased to state whether there was a fire accident in the Down Dacca 
Mail on Sunday, the 5tli March, 1944? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the cause of the fire; 

(it) how many persons were injured ; 

(in) how many died ; 

(iv) where the injured persons were and are being treated ; 

(r) whether the injured persons received proper first aid as soon as the 
accident occurred ; and 

(vi) whether the Government are considering the desirability of enquiring 
into the matter of payment of suitable compensation to the injured 
and the dependants of the dead? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain): ia) Yes. 

(h) ({) The cause is under investigation by the Railway Administration. 

(/V) and (Hi) Eighteen persons are reported to have been injured include 
ing one who died in the Campbell Medical Hospital on 5th March, 1944. 

(iv) All the 18 injured persons were brought down to Calcutta and sent 
to the following hospitals for treatment: — 

(1) B. R. Singh Hospital, 1. 

(2) Medical College Hospital, 7, of whom 5 were discharged on the 

same day on risk bonds. 

(3) Camplndl Hospital, 10. 

(v) Yes, first aid was promptly rendered by the Guard at the site of the 
accident, at Ranaghat by the Sub- Assistant Surgeon, Ranaghat, and at 
Sealdah station by the Medical Officers of the Railway Administration. 
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Under the Indian Railways Act, the Railway Administration appears 
to be liable to pay compensation to persons killed or injured in an accident, 
and Government will certainly make enquiries as suggested. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon^ile Minister please tell 
the House when he got this information of fire officially or unofficially P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The information about the accident 
was received officially on the 5th. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Iloirhle Minister he pleased 
to tell the House whether he himself did go there P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ‘hie Minister he pleased 
to state what action the local officials took when it was brought to their 
notice that there w^as an accident ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR; The department immediately came 
into contact with the railway administration and mad(‘ enquiries. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: T did not empiire about the Depart- 
ment of CommuuicationvS and Works; I asked what action the local officials 
took. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The local officials had nothing to do 
with it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ts it a fact that local officers are requir- 
ed immediately to take action whenever an accident takes place on a 
railway? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, when a collision hccurs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Indian Railways 
Act provides for a joint enquiry by the Senior InsjHcior of Kailwuys and 
local officials? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (luestion does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that the 
Railway Act demands that there should he a joint empiiry? 

(No answer.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (/>)(/), about the 
cause of the fire, has the Oovernment of Bengal taken any steps to ascertain 
the cause of the fire? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: They made an investigation of the 
railway administration in consultation with the (iovernment Inspector. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Has the riovernment of Bengal done 
anything? I am afraid my question has not been understood. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think he has understood your question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it in the contemplation of 
Government to hold a joint enquiry as provided in the Railway Act? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The primary responsibility is that 
of the railway administration and the railw^ay administration has taken up 
the matter. Pending ite report Government do not propose to do anything. 
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Prioa of rioe^ ata, u it stood on Slot May, 1M3, in subdivisions of Bongid. 


M70. BMni NACENDRA NATH SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing in the different subdivisions of Bengal the prices current 
on dlst May, 1943, of paddy, rice, potato, mungf masur, arhaff sola (gram), 
matavy kerosene and mustard oil? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mft Ha Si Suhrawardy); A siatement (containing all tlte 
infonnation as far as available is laid on the Library Table. As only 
Saturday prices are rejwrted by SubdiviHional Supply Officers, prices prevail- 
ing on the 29th May, 1943 (which was a Saturday), have been shown in the 
statement; those prevailing on 31st May, 1943, not being available. Prices 
of Tnatar dal are not availably as they are not separately reported. Kerosene 
prices are fixed under the Defence of India Rules by District Magistrates at 
different times for different districts. Controlled prices of kerosene prevail- 
ing on the 29th May last have been shown in the statement as far as possible. 
The same prices of kerosene prevailed on the 31st May. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the TTon’hle Minister be phased 
to state whether it is a fact that in many districts of’ tliis j)rnvince flovern- 
inent have not been able to maintain the controlled rates of paddy and rice 
as in the district of PabnaP 

Mfi SPEAKER; TTow does that qiu'stion arise? 

. Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Government is not in a position to 
maintain the controlled rates of paddy and ric(‘ in the district of Palma. 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All that T was asked to do 
was to lay on the table a statement showing the ])ric(\s current on 3lst May, 
1943. The question was not what were the controlled prices and whether 
those prices had been maintained. Sir, I would like to submit that the 
question does not arise, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will tb^ ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether those interesting rates were at ])ar with eon trolled rates of 
the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: At this distance of time it is 

difficult for me to say. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the ITonLle Minister be pleased 
to state whether those ratos were just opposite to the controlled rates? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what were the reasons for not taking any steps against the higher 
rates ? 


Thd HOU^bl® Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: So far as I reineml)er on the 
3l8t of May, 1943, there were no controlled prices 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there were any controlled rates for paddy and rice in May 
1943P 
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The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 think there wen. 

Removal of destitutes by the Khaksars. 

M71. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the lleveiiuo Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government have information as to — 

(a) the number of destitutes belonging to — 

(z) Muslim, 

(n) Hindu, and 

(in) other communities that were removed by the Khaksars 
outside Bengal in 19111; and 

(h) how many of such destitutes of each of the said communities have 
returned to Bengal as yet ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjsa): (r?) 4T1 Muslim and 185 Hindu destitutes were 
removed by the Khaksars with financial assistance from Government during 
the period between 7th November, I9td, and 14th December, 194‘b There 
were no destitutes helonging to any other community. It is not known if 
any destitutes were removed hefon* that date. No destitutes W’ere removed 
by the organisation after tlie 14th of December, 1948, as Government pnvhi- 
bited the removal (»f any more de^titutes by the organisation. 

(h) It is not known how many of them have returned to Bengal. A 
party of eight Muslim destitutes from Dai-ca came hark to Calcutta, OMsistod 
by the Muslim League, Amritsar, in the matter of their railway fares. 

Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRI: Will the TIon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state if the Hindu ^lahasablia ap])lied for the removal of (l(‘stitutes outside 
the ])rovince, and if their aiiplication was rejected? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hcm’hh* Minister he ])!eased to state what 
was the assistance rendere<l by the (Jovernment to tlie Khaksar Tarty? 

The Hon’bic Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The actual travelling 
expenses of 8rd class fares and diet allow'ance at the rate of Bs. ])er head. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister he 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal are in touch with tho«e 
destitutes who have not yet returned? 

The Hon’bie Mr.^ TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A report has boen 
called for. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will tbe Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Oovernmeni of Bengal know anything about 
the whereabouts and the conditions in which they are being kept? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: T want notice. 

S]. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Do the Government feel the 
desirability of enquiring into the fate of these destitutes, both Hindus and 
Muslims and letting the House know about it? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 have already 
stated, the matter is under enquiry. I want notice if details are wanted. 

Prohibition of manufacture of “gur*’ and alleged hardship of sugarcane 

growers. 

•171 A. (Short Notice.) Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
Department be pleased to state whether he is aware that hardship is being 
experienced by a large number of the growers of sugarcane in the districts of 
Murshidabad and Nadia due to the orders of Government iu rSspect of the 
disposal of their cane in the current session and in the manufacture of (/ur? 

(h) What arrangement was made by Government to ensure that the 
sugar mills situated in the area would make full use of the entire supply of 
sugarcane in the zones within which the manufacture of gur was sought to 
be prevented or discouraged? 

(c) Whether he is aware that up to the 7th February, 1944, no sugar 
mill has purchased any sugarcane from the cultivators between Dhubulia 
and Lalgola on the Ranaghat-Lalgolaghat Section of the Bengal and Assam 
Railway P 

(d) What steps are proposed to be taken or have been taken to mitigate 
the sufferings of the sugarcane cultivators of the area wliose cane has been 
left unutilised so long? 

(e) What measures are under contemplation to ensure that the future 
production of sugarcane may not be seriously curtailed as a consequence of 
the current year’s experience? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): Ut) No. The 

Darsaiia Sugar Factory is the only factory in tln‘se districts which has 
oibtained a cordon under the Order issued in pursuance of the Gur Control 
Order, 1943. No report of any hardship of the growers of this cordoned 
area has been received by Government. 

(b) Under the Order, mills having a cordon are required to take all cane 
offered to them. Instructions have issued to local officers that if the mills 
refuse to take the cane offered, or transport difficulties are such that culti- 
vators cannot take the cane to the mills or their purchasing centres, then they 
may, in their discretion, allow the cultivators to use their cane for manu- 
facture of gur. 

(c) No. The Ramnagar Cane and Sugar Company and the Sri Radha 
Krishna Sugar Factory come within the sphere of operation of the Ranaghat- 
Lalgolaghat Section. While the second mill is not working this season, the 
first named mill has obtained no cordon under the Gur Control Order. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The matter is engaging the attention of the Sugar Advisory Board. 
Both the mills and the Agriculture Department will of course distribute 
seeds as usual. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to answer (a) “No”, 
has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn at any time to Circular 
No, 470(30) Misc., dated the 18th December, 1943, sent by the Subdivisional 
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Officer of Berhampore to various union boards in the Murshidabad district, 
includinj? Bbabda, reading thus: — 

^ ^ Sugar Mill 

firo ?ns^ ?n i 

The Hon’ble Mi** Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am glad that 
Dr. Sanyal has given me this o]>portuuity to answer the mischievous 
insinuation that he lias been making against us. 

Sir, my attention was drawn to this circular by Dr. Sanyal himself and 
I did explain to him that the Government order did not include that particu- 
lar mill, and imnuHliately this notification was issued by mistake by the Sub- 
divisional Officer, orders were issued that this cordon must be withdrawn 
and that explanation was called f(u- from the Subdivisional Officer wliy he 
made such a mistake. This was known to Dr. Sanyal. In spite of that he 
was insisting why such things were happening. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I explain 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 am sorry that this has happened. 
When a question is a.sked, an answer has got to be given, but it is not pro»)e!‘ 
either for the (juestioner oi' any other member wdio desires to put a supide- 
mentary question, or for tlie Minister or the rnrliumcntary Secretary who 
desires to answ’er tliat (piestion, to disiaiss thi* question. T liope this direedion 
will strictly be followed in future. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, so far as this particMilar (|uestion is 
concerned, I hope you will allow me to explain my position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, and T hope you will not pursue it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Tlon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state or quote the order of the Subdivisional Officer or the District Magis- 
trate of the district countermanding the order that has actually put the 
cordon ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I cannot quote ofiliand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when he received this short -notice (luestionP 

Mr. SPEAKER: This raises another vexed question. I hope you will 
not pre.s8 for an answer to this (luestion at this stage. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, you know’ that it was sent through 
you to the department, and I therefore want to ask 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t raise that jmint, Dr. Sanyal. lUease put your 
supplementary question direct. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if up to the 7lh of February, 1944, there was any order issued 
countermanding this order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I do not rememW the 
exact date. I can say this much that the very day my attention was drawn 
to this mistake, that order was issued then and there withdrawing the cordon. 
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Drt NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it not a fact that the attention of the 
IJon’ble Ministo was drawn on the Jkd January, 1944'^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I cannot vouch for the 
date. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Tlon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what he meant a few days ago by saying that the order has been 
recently withdrawn? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Ilon’blc Minister be pleased 
to state whether up to the date wlicn the <juestion was sent any sugar mill 
situated on the Ranagliat-Lalgolaghat section purchased any sugarcane from 
tlie growers within the area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I cannot answer that 
question offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, my question was there as to whether 
he is aware that up to 7th I'ebruary no sugar mill h:is purchased any 
sugarcane from the cultivators betw’een Dhubulia and Lalgola on the Rana- 
ghat-Lalgolagliat section of the Reiigal and Assam Railway to which the 
answer is “No”. 1 am entitled to know what this “No” lefers to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 ha\e nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With refe I’ciH'c to answer (b), will the 
llon’bh* Minister be pleased to state when instructions wen* issued to local 
officers I hat the cultivators I'ould be allowed to manufacture yur if the mills 
refused to buy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am not in a ])osition to 
give the date now\ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the cultivators had been lying with their cane 
unutilised till about the middle of February? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have already replied 
to that question that Government have no such intormation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Horrble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is, w’ith reference to answer (o), awar(‘ that gieat hardship is 
being experienced by the cultivators and if Government have received a 
rejiresentation from the cultivators of Nadia district through Mr. K. P. 
Ghattopadhaya and also a similar ])etition from Beldanga thnjiigh TTaji 
Khoda Baksh, son of the late Md. AyubP 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: It is not possible for me to 
remember all those things. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any representations were received at all or not? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Might have been received; 
I do not know. 
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Dn NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question was whetlier attention of 
Government was drawn to the hardship experienced by the growers to which 
the answer has been “No report of any hardship of tlie growers of this 
cordoned area has been received by Government”. I am quoting two repre- 
sentations, copies of which have been sent to me. Whether Government 
have received two such representations — one from Mr. K. P. Chattopadhaya 
and another from Mr. Khodabux. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: How can I remember 
thatP 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c) wdll the 
Ilon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state if the Sri Radlia Krishna Sugar Factory 
have communicated to the Government before the Sugar Control Order was 
made operative tliat this season they were not going to workP 

The Hon’bte Mr. Khwa]a 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not in a position to 
give tliis detail. I understand that they were not included in that cordoned 
area. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that cultivators in the Hurdwan district on the other 
side ot the river Iloogbly w'ere also ordered not to convert their sugarcane 
into (jur in the interest of the Hamnagar Sugar MillP 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That is another matter. Your question was with 
regard to Murshidabad and Nadia. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even on the other side of the river, the 
Burdwun peojile received notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far as Ramnagar Sugar Mill is con- 
cerned it is situated in the Nadia district on the border (d’ Nadia and 
Murshidabad and within a few miles there is the Rurdwan district also. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your question was confined to Murshidabad and Nadia 
districts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right. Sir, if you do not allow 1 
w'on’t press. 

With reference to (c) will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased b) state what 
he means by “obtaining cordcm” under the Order? Was the cordon given 
as a matter of privilege to the mills on their requisition or it was in the 
interest of the grmvers by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not remember the 
exact number of the question. This question I have already answered — on 
the advice of the Sugar Mills Association cordons were made. 

Dr^ NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state if he is aware that there is a great danger of sugarcsanc cultivation in 
Nadia and Murshidabad grting down as a result of the interference of the 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir, Government has 
no such information. 
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Bibu K8HETRA MATH SINGH A: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is informed that several proserution cases were 
started in llangTJur on the growers of gur? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. This question relates 
Bpecifioally to Nadia and Murshida'bad. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: It is hardship of sugarcane-growers 
of Nadia and Murshidabad. Therefore the question of hardship of Itangpur 
growers also arises. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 


(answer to which was laid on the table) 


Deaths due to starvation in BakarganJ. 

78. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Will the Ilon’blo Minister in 
charge of the Kevenuc Department Ixi pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing for the last six months up to 81st August, 1943 — 

(a) the number of persons that have died of starvation in — 

(t) Bhola, 

(ti) Pirojpur, 

(ill) Patuakhali, and 
(iv) Sadar subdivisions 
of the llakarganj district; and 
(h) the numl)er of them kdonging to the — 

(i) Caste Hindus, 

(it) Scheduled (kiste, and 
(m) Muslims 
in each subdivision? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Ileliablo figures are not 
available for the Bhola subdivision. A statement in resix>ct of the other 
subdivisions is laid on the Table. 

Stutevient referred to in reply to umteirred question No. 78. 


Subdivision. ( 

Casto Hindus. 


Hrojpur . . Nil 

Patuakhali . . Nil 

Sadar North , . 4 

Sadar South . . 9 


No. of deaths. 

Scheduled Castes. Muslim. Total. 
Nil Nil Nil 

Nil 3 3 

® 10 20 

Nil . 14 23 


8|. NAREMORA NATH DA8 GUPTA; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the villagers of Cliaulakathi in a 
petition to Subdivisioiial Officer reported that 18 "deaths had taken place in 
one village alone? 


Tht Hoti’bfe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Honible Miaister 
be pleased to state the reasons why reliable figures for Bhola were not avail- 
able by Government? 

The Hon’bie Mra TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; At the time of drafting 

the reply, no information was received. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state the number of deaths within the Barisal municipality 
itself situated within the Sadar South subdivision? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: 1 want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Honlde Minister be pleased 
to state what was the procedure adopted by Government for collecting the^(| 
figures? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is a matter for the 
Local Self-Government Department. I cannot give the information. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Ilon hle Minister be 
pleased to state from what source did he collect these statistics? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: From the local offi- 
cials. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the IJon'hle Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why the numbers of deatli of these three sulxlivisions are so 
ridiculously small? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W^ill the llon'hle Minister bo ]>leased 
to state if in the eolumns of vital statistics recorded under the instructions 
of the Public Health Deirartmeut there is any <;olumii showing starvation 
as one of the causes? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not for me but 

it is for the Public Health Defiartmeiit concerned to answer it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that as there is no such <’olumn as “starvation”, the 
actual enumerators put dowm deaths due to starvation under some other 
causes like malaria or fever or unknown camses? 

. Mr. 8PEAKER: This is more or less an argumentative question. 
Apart from that, this question has Ixurn agitated in this House! on other 
occasions. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister \^e 
pleased to state whether thousands died in Pirojpur but they say nil? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are again discussing. You can discuss it at the 
proper time and place. 

S|. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Honible Minister aware 
that thou-sands of dead bodies were thrown into the river in Mathbaria 
police-station because people could neither burn them nor bury them? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They have stated ‘'Nil”, so that question does not 


arise. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’We Minister 
aware that of the five subdivisions Bhola was the worst affected and in that 
case will he please state why of all subdivisions the figures for the worst- 
affected subdivision of Bhola have not been supplied? 

Mfi SPEAKER: That is a question which does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Are we to understand that 
as the deaths were so many and as they were not properly collected, that is 
why Government could not give us the figures for the Bhola subdivikon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, that i, not a fact. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Jie can vouch for the correctness of the figures 
given I' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is rather difficult 
to answer because we have got to dei)end on the reports of the local officers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the department responsible for administering famine and desti- 
tute relief made any special efforts to ascertain the number of starvation 
deaths? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir, that is being 
done now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the report of that department 
regarding the number of starvation deaths? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The reply is that is being done now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 w’anted to know speeifieally with 
regard to time and period. The question is whether the deiiartment whi(‘h 
was responsible for administering relief for tamine and luindliug the tamine 
portfolio did any effort to asiH^rtain the iiersons who are dving of starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: hat was tlie report ol tliat dejiart- 

ment regarding the number of deaths due to starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A report is being 
awaited. It is not yet received. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the answer so far eollected is based on the usual muchinerv or 
channel of statistics of the l*ublic Health Department whiidi does not show 
any sjiecial column for starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have said these 
replies are bused on the report from the local officers. 

Point of privilege. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. 
Yesterday a meml)er of* our party paired off with another member of the 
Opposition party and it has now subsequently eome to our notice that the 
ineniher whose name was mentioned by the Opposition party was not 
present in Calcutta at all. Therefore I submit that the Chief Whip of the 
Bose Party practised a deception on the Government party and it has been 



1944.] 


ENQUIRY REGARDING QUESTIONS. 


lit 


a grosft misuse of an established convention of the House and violation of 
the privilege of this House. I would, therefore, suggest that the matter 
be referred to the Privilege Committee for enquiry into the conduct of the 
Chief Whip of that party, and secondly, Sir, 1 would request your ruling 
as to why our member’s vote should not be added to the number of votes 
recorded on that day. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, Khan Bahadur should have 
mentioned this fact to me and asked for information Iwfore mentioning 
the matter before you. As he has not acted as a gentleman I refuse to give 
him any information. 

(Uproar and cries of “shame, shame”.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Order, order. This is a matter about which 1 know 
nothing whatsoever. This is the first time tliai I am hearing about it in 
this House. I will personally look into the matter very carefully and then 
I will state before the House tlie result of m\ looking into this affair 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What can you do, SirP Why do you 
take the responsibility upon yourself? If the (hnernment Whip has been 
a fool, he' will have to suffer for it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It has been stated to he the privilege 
of this House. 1 have got to look int(» the matter as to how fur it is a 
privilege and I will look into this matter very carefully. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, as so many names have been men- 
tioned I want to know straightaway the names of those gentlemen. J^et 
me have their names. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 won’t allow any inure disc'ussion on 
this point, A statement has been made in this House by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali and .some statement has also been inadt* from the other side. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is no statement. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. I am md going to listen to any further 
discussion on this point. I liave said what I had to say. 1 again rejicat 
that 1 will look into the mutter and see what the privilege is, if any at all, 
and what steps, if any, are required under the circumstances. 

Enquiry regarding pending questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a question of privilege, Sir, My 
question of privilege \s on entirely different grounds. Will you kindly 
let 118 have your ruling as to how the position regarding answers to ques- 
tions remains. We have submitted on many occasions that u large number 
of questions have been accumulating not merely during this session but from 
previous sessions and even from previous years and we only find three or 
four questions at a time coming up before the House and even one hour 
question time is not consumed. We had never this experience in the past. 
We would like to know from you whether tlie laches are due to your office 
or to the* new Ministry which have deliberately kept out answers because 
many questions are unsavoury^ to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, as far as I remember a large number of ques- 
tions are pending and questions, in my opinion, have not lieen answered Ml 
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they should have been. ^Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: Thank you.) If I 
remeniber aright — I am speaking offhand — it is not the fault of this Govern- 
ment alone. It has grown practically into a practice not to answer 
questions. I consider it to be a serious interference with the privilege of 
members. I do not rememiber whether I said o])enly in this House, but I 
remember to have spoken to the Whips of the parties that I will look into 
the mattef in consultation with the piarty leaders. In fact, a sort of a 
committee was appointed for going into the question, but subsequently I 
found that it would be better if I took the advice of leaders of the parties on 
this question and then decided onc'e for all the procedure which according 
to me would appear to be reasonable and consistent with the rules. That 
is what I propose to do and if the leaders of parties will kindly give a little 
time* — any day suitable to them, I think I sliall be in a ]K)8ition to decide 
the matter in the course of this w^eek or the next. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Next w'eek the Assembly may be over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ])leaHe. I aj)peal to the leaders of different 
parties that if they will kindly give a little time toiiMUTow, day after 
tomorrow, Monday, Tuesday or any day suitable to them, then I shall be 
prepared tn discniHs this question with them and announce my final decision 
in the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you have noticcMl how a short- 
notice question sent to the dej)artment on the 7<h Feluviary has been 
answered on the Kith March. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you resume your seatP It is no use going into 
tlie details now. If you render me assistance in course of Tuesday— -T 
extend this invitation in this very House to the leaders — if the^ leaders 
kindly ext(‘nd their co-operation to me by Tuesday, it is welcome, and 
after Tuesday I will decide my ow’ii course of action if T do not get their 
co-operation. 

Point of privilege. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Si>eakor Sir, Kban Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not going to listen to any ^tatenu'nt on that 
point. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Y oil have listened to bis state- 
ment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That matter is closed for the time being. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I want to make my position dear 
that I refuse to take anything as an accused. If Khan Bahadur approaches 
iqe as a gentleman I will satisfy him. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I do not want to anticipate or 
to prejudge the discussion which is going to take place in your room. At 
the same time I do object t-o the way in which the Khan Bahadur thought it 
fit to place the matter before you, be(‘ause he has already passed his 
judgment and abused the Chief Whip of my party in the statement which 
made. (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali: He deserves it.) Whether 
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he deserves it or not depends upon the explanation or the statement that he 
might make on the matter. Khan Bahadur did not care to satisfy himself 
about the facts, he did not ask aibout it. He has abused him in language 
which is unbecoming of a Parliamentary Secretary to the Government. I 
want to say, Sir, that the Khan Bahadur has obtained information in a 
clandestine manner and has used it in a most unparliamentary way. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The member admitted that he was 
absent from Calcutta. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Rahman, please resume your seat. If member 
after member rises in his seat to discuss a matter about whitdi I have given 
my final verdict, and if every one persists like that tlieii it will be simply 
impossible to transact the business of this House. Aftt‘r Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali had spoken, Mr. Sasanka Sekliar Sanyal rose and said “1 
refuse to make a statement”. I wanted that the matter should end there, 
but it was later on raised as u matter of privilege. I bo]>e the House will 
agree that wdien tlie budget is under discussion if we go on discussing a 
matter which is not on the agenda, to transact business will be impossible. 
I realise that when one statement is made from (»ne side anidher statement 
will come from another side. In fa<‘t I was not willing to allow Mr, Basu 
to make any statement on this point. But he began l)y saying ‘‘1 am not 
going to prejudge the discussion that is going to take place”, and I thought 
that he was going to .speak about something els(‘. I would re(iuest you, 
both sides of the House, lud. to press further this j>oint. lict us go on with 
the busincs^ of the day and as I have already stated I shall look into the 
matter as early as I can. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. When you have 
disallowed discussion on a ))articular point, if any member rises and makes 
his submission what is our prote<tion against thuty It you do not <leelaro 
him out of order and withdraw from him the i)rivilege of having his state* 
ment reeorded in the ]>roceedings, then it is only fair that you should allow 
this side to make its submission in reply to submissions which the other side 
has made. It is up to you Sir, U) make the dis<‘ussi()n tliat has taken place 
subseijuent to your closure of the diseus.sion out of order and to expunge it 
from the pror-eedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It pains me to say that there is a tendency which I 
have noticed in some members of this House to rise and to persist even when 
I have given my final decision But you know the limitations (tf the 
Speaker. The Speaker has practically no powers. If you give me that 
power it is possible to control; otherwise, it is not possible for me to e.ontrol. 

I have got very limited ]»ower8, as you know, under the rules. That is why 
I have already stated that I am going to convene a conference of leaders 
and see how the dignity of the House can he maintained and how this sort 
of thing may be stopped for good, and I propose to do that shortly. But 
without the fullest co-operation of all concerned, it is not poHsible for the 
Speaker, whatever his powers may be, to maintain order in, and dignity of 
this House, I hope every member in this House will realise the position 
and extend bis wholehearted co-operation in maintaining order and dignity 
of this House. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

2S— 'Geiierai Administration-General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, on the rerommondation 
of Ilift Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,40, El, IKK) 
be granted for expenditure under the bead “25— General Administration”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,15,000 for expenditure under the head “25— General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move in order to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the general policy of the Government. 

(ii) the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries. 

{Hi) the corruption and bribery. 

{w) Reparation of judiciary from the executive. 

{'ii) method of transfer of officers, 

(vi) retrenchment. 

{vii) high pay of the superior officers and low pay of tlx' lower grade 
officers. 

This Ministry was put into the gmli by Ihe oulragcnusly unconsti- 
tutional methods adopted by ITis Excelbrncy the then Governor of Rengal, 
the history of which is now well-known to all. We owe to Mr. Kazlul Tlmi 
for his brilliant statement that was made on the floor of tlie House revealing 
the outrageously unconstitutional acts committed by His Ivxccdlency the 
then Governor. This Ministry came into power by corru|)ti(ui and bribery, 
by bribing people. The increase in the number of Ministers and the 
appointment of 17 Parliamentary Secretaries are themselveR acts of corrup- 
tion. They are nothing but bribery. Seventeen Parliamentarv Secretaiies 
have been appointed for which the public exchequer is to pay a sum of 
Rs. 1,14,000. On the head “Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries” the 
budgeted expenditure is Rs, 7,28,000 in the year 1944-45 as against the 
actual expenditure of Rs. 5,97,450 in the year 1942-4.5— an increase of 
Rh. 4,50,570. This is an opportunity the Ministry availed ot in order to 
put them into power and His Excellency the then Governor of Bengal did 
support it. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, what are the functions of these Parliamentary Secre- 
taries P They have got nothing to do. I am told they cannot have any 
access to the files. While the House is in session some of them have been 
put forward to give replies to the (piestions only to justify their existence. 
They have got another function to do, i.e., to carry on Moslem T^eague 
propaganda. 

On the head travelling allowance and honoraria, etc., the sum of 
Rs. 1,55,000 has been budgeted in the year 1944-45 as against actual 
expenditure of Rs. 75,867 in the year 1942-45. Mr. Speaker, Sir, this 
travelling is undertaken not for keeping the Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries in touch with the people, not for knowing the real pitiable 
(K>ndition of the people hut to carry on the Moslem League propaganda. 
The Ministers and Parliamentary Seeretaries went to Noakhali in order 
to oanvass for the Moslem League candidates in the recent district board 
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election; They acted as canvassers^ But, Sir, may I put a question bow 
many of them went to the really affected areas of the Chittagong Divisiou 
in order to know the real pitiable condition of the people who died by 
lakhs. If the sum of Rs. 4,30,570 would have been spent for “Grow More 
Food“eampaign by opening small irrigation khals in the districts of 
Chittagong Division as well as Dacca Division for the development of 
cultivation” many thousands of acres of land, fallow land, would have 
been brought under cultivation, if a portion of the sum would have been 
spent for the construction and repair of the irrigation .tanks in the distri(‘ts 
of Birbhum, Bankura and a portion of Burdwan. Many thousands of 
acres of land would have been brought under cultivation and many 
thousands of people would have been saved from death due to starvation. 
In the face of deaths by lakhs from starvation this waste of money can be 
termed, to say the least, criminal. 

The retrenchment on the head '‘General Administration” is always a 
nc('es8ity in order to save money for the nation-building departments, 
particularly in Bengal where expenditure in nation-building dej)artnn*nt8 
is only 10 annas 3 pies annually per h«‘ad as against Bs. 1-11 in Bombay, 
Rs. 1-8 in the Punjab and Re. 1 in Madras. This was in the year 1938-39, 
year ])revious to the war. The situation now has not improved but has 
rather materially deteriorated. 

In the name of war a large sum of money is being wa.sted ; there is none 
to check it; if objected to, yon go under Deftmee of India Rules. Poflta 
are being created, new departments after departments are being made. 
Fnder the head “Civil Supplies Department”, Rs. 49, 39, 000 has been 
budgeted for, many officers of tbe General Administration have been 
transferred to those departments Jind lienee the ne<*essjtv of apjiointing GO 
lawye^^nagi^t rates has b«‘en <Teated. On each department there is Jin 
inerease in expenditure, rnder the bead ‘‘Ci\il SiMTetariat”, budgcUnl 
expenditure is Rs, 20.27,800 in tbe \ear 1944-45 as against Rs. 25.42,(MK) 
in the year 1943-44, an inerease of about one lakh of rupees. 

One outstanding faet is that in the Publicity Department provisions for 
promotion of communal harmony has been dispensed with. Communal 
harmony is not the policy of the jiresent Government. But the policy of 
the present Government is “Divide and Stay” ; they want tin* division of 
our countries into Hindu and Muslim and continuance of the British Rule. 
Their leader Mr. Jinnah has not even the courage hi sav, “let the country 
be divided between Hindus and Muslims Imt let the Britishers (juit the 
country”. On the .question of retrenchment I venture to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the cut motion moved hy Sir Yaniin Khan, a 
Muslim I/eague member in the Central Assemblv, asking for tbe appoint- 
ment of a committee of the Central liegi.slature to scrutinise Government 
expenditure and to suggest economy. This is all the more necessary at the 
time of the war. If the economy is suggested, the war is found to be an 
excuse for an expenditure. Even Sir Yamin Khan is not prejmred to 
attach sanctity to the word “War”. To us it has got no sanctity; we arc 
not fascinated by the expression. Specially this is not a war for the 
independence of India but for perpetuation of British Imperialism. If 
you go to Church Lane, you will find persons holding posts there have not 
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even got the chairs to sit upon, have not got any work to do, they enter 
into the office and put their signature in the attendance register and leave 
the office and get into the office again after a walk in the garden at about 
6 p.m. and put their signature again into the attendance register and lienee 
the necessity of a committee to scrutinise Government expenditure and to 
suggest economy. The function of the Committee of Public Accounts are 
not sufficient for the purpose. 

It is said the first casualty of war is truth. Truly it has been so 
exhibited at the present moment, the whole system lias been corrupted 
and from the topmost to the lowest are open to bribes; the Sujiply Depart- 
ment is another name for corruption. It is regrettable even ino.st of the 
Subdivisional Officers who control the Supply Department openly encourage 
corruption and some of them have notorieties of being open to bribes. It 
is regrettaible that they do it wdth the knowledge of even of the district 
authorities and an enquiry w'ould have been sufficient for their detection. 
1 suggest that the committee of the Tjcgislature for enijuiry inlo corruption 
and to suggest remedy therefor have bec'ome of urgent necessity. 

As to the necessity of si^paration of the judiciary from the executive my 
esteemed friend Mr. Sanyal made out a good case day Ixd'ore yesterday 
while discussing a cut motion regarding Administration of Jnsiice. I shall 
only add by citing a case which came before the (-bief .Justice and Mr. 
Justice Tiodge in connection with the hearing of a transfer case. ITow the 
District Magistrate of Burdw^an failing to influence a Muiisif-.Magistrute to 
act in the way he wanted liim to act, passfMl an order of Iransfio* of the ease 
from his file to the file of the Subdivisional Offieer. In the course of liear- 
ing His Lordship the Chief Justice remarked ihat the trying Magistrate 
who happens to he a Mnnsif-Magistrate showed sturdy independence which 
His Lordship could not but admire. In tliis (‘onnection ma\ 1 draw the 
attention of the House to the following weighty remarks made hy the Chief 
Justice of Lahore High (kmrt in February, H)44, “There appears to be a 
persistent endeavour on the part of the executive tliese days not only to 
ignore and flout the legislature but even to interfere with and curtail the 
powers of the judiciary as well. The judiciary have, therefore, got to be 
extra vigilant and maintain their anthoritv and prestige iutaet”. 

This illustrates why the judiciary should be eomiiletely separated from 
the executive. 

In the course of the hearing of the above transfer case two confidential 
letters issued by the Government of Bengal, dated KHli January, and 7th 
February, H)44, to the District Magistrates of tlic province had also come 
U) light which show how the Government try to influence the decision of the 
judiciary’ by their executive fiat, 

I have already said that the policy of the Government is surrender to 
the Central Government. The District Magistrate should act as a liaison 
officer between the civil and the military but it has been illustrated 
specially by what had happened at Comilla as to the shifting of courts, 
civil, criminal and revenue to three places — Brahmanbaria, Chaiidina and 
Laksam for so-called military’ requirements that the Government of Bengal 
has utterly failed to look to the convenience of the people of the district of 
Tippers. If the court buildings would have been required for the military 
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parpoBef tiiere vas Bufficieat accommodatioli in the town of Comilla wheie 
structnm could have l)een raised as they had been now in the three different 
places to accommodate the courts in the town itself. 

To add to this the Government have utterly failed to give adequate com- 
pensation to those persons specially the lawyers who had to leave the place 
un account of shifting of the courts. In answer to my starred question^ 
No. 132 in the matter of compensation on account of the temporary acquisi- 
tion of the houses, the Government have referred to the extract of a letter 
of instruction issued by the Central Government. In implementing the 
instructions issued by the Government in this matter 1 beg to draw the 
attention of the Government to one outstanding fai*t that the rents of the 
houses have been fixed without hearing the parties concerned and without 
knowing the claim of the ])artie8. The Government should immediately 
issue orders to the District Magistrate of Tippera for reviewing the amount 
of compensation after hearing the parties concerned. 

I do not know how to characterise the poli<‘y of the Government as to the 
release of State prisoners and detenus. The disturbances that followed the 
arrest of the Congress leaders in August, 1942, had completely subsided 
and at present there is no justification for keeping the State prisoners and 
detenus without trial. The uumlnT of persons still detained after the dis- 
turbances that followed the arrest of Congress leaders in August, 1942, in 
the province of Bengal is 1,335 besides many persons who were arrested 
before those disturbances and are still in detention. The Government have 
no right to keep any person in detention without granting adequate family 
allowances, the allowances that are granted are extremely inadequate and 
in many cases no allowances had been granted at all. 

I do not find adequate expression to condemn the policy of the Govern- 
ment not to grant allowance to those detenus wdio are members of tlie 
Bengal Legislative Assembly though by their detention they have lM‘eu 
deprived of their income which they had earned before their arrest. 

The Ministry which is mainly dependent upon the votes of the Kiir(»peaii 
members — and the regret is that the European ineinhers have allowed 
themselves to be converted into air-raid shelters to keep the splinters from 
hitting the Ministry' — stands 8elf-(‘ondemned. The Ministry which is 
responsible for the deaths of millions of people stands also self-condemned. 
The University of Calcutta records that the total number of deaths above 
the normal in the year 1943 was estimated at 3J millions. By statements 
issued by the Government of Bengal on the 1 1th March, 1944, the death 
rate in the year 1943 has exceeded by 6,8R;84() than the average death rate 
of the last five years and in answer to one question it has been admitted 
by the Government that they have no records to show deaths due to star- 
vation. Admittedly lakhs and lakhs of people died of starvation; they failed 
to tackle the food situation and it is sure that they will again fail fo 
prevent the apprehended famine J^his year and I ap)>eal to the Legislature 
to condemn ihe Ministry irrespective of party affiliations as the members 
of the Executive Council of the Central Government were condemned by 
all the groups including the Muslim lieague group by supporting the cut 
motion that was moved by Mr. A. Qaiyum^ the Deputy I^der of the 
10 
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Congress party, which was passed by a majority. I hope and trust that 
my appeal will not go in vain. 

With these few woixls I commend this motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. fOO. 

Sir, T move this motion to raise a discussion about the provision of 
increased expenditure for Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries. 

Sir, I shall try to show that a lot of unnecessary expenditure has been 
provided in the budget for the next year. This Government has been 
pursuing a policy of patronage to party supporters and party hirelings. 
Before I go into the details of the budget I should like to recall the 
memory of the incident which led to the fall of the last Ministry. 
Notwithstanding the withdrawal of support of the European group the 
Fazlul Hiiq Ministry enjoyed a clear majority in this House but it is well- 
known to everybody the circumstances under which he had to tender his 
resignation. And the then Opposition with Sir Nazimuddin as its leader 
managed to secure a majority by means of bribery and corruption. With 
a lesser number of Ministers and with only one Parliamentary Secretary 
the previous Ministry was functioning in Bengal with greater credit than 
the preHcnt Ministry with a larger number of Ministers and a horde of 
Parliamentary Secretaries. It reminds us of the history of Bakhtiar 
Khiliji on hearing whose entry into Bengal with only seventeen cavalry 
soldiers the then Hindu king abdicated Jiis throne. In the case of Sir 
Nazimuddin he alone found the throne of Bengal empty for him. 1 ask, 
therefore, w'hat was then the necessity of having 17 Parliamentary Secre- 
taries. It was not through the help of his 17 cavalry soldiers in the shape 
of Parliameutary Secretaries that he was raised to the (jodf but it was 
through the lielp of one who is no more in this world uow'. These 17 
cavalrymen or these 17 Parliamentary Secretaries have been tied to those 
offices with a long rope giving them good opportunity for finding out money 
from other avenues, uot only to draw their salaries and travelling allowances 
from the exchequer. Sir, in the budget of the next year one will see an 
increased provision ot half a lakh of rupees under the head “Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries". There is already a good drain, there is 
already an unrestricted ami uncontrolled expenditure from the Bengal 
exchequer for party patronage and for supporting party supporters and 
their hirelings. 

Sir, looking lu the conditions of the province the Ministry would have 
acted wisely to minimise the expenditure and to curtail the expenditure 
by dispensing with some of these Parliamentary Secretaries. What is their 
function K 1 should say they are rather functioning with duties quite non- 
parliamentary. They are seen at the time of (question hour replying to a 
question or two. They are seen in the IqJ^by running to and fro catching 
members during the Assembly sitting hour; they are seen in the verandah 
and the corridors of the Secretariat; they are seen in the ofiice of the Civil 
Supplies Department moving to and fro. 

(At this stage the member’s time was up.) 
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Sir, may I have two minutes more? Certainly I am giving facts and 
hgures lirhich are in the budget. I am not disturbing the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you can have two minutes more. Please 
try to finish. 

Mr. SMAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I will finish. Sir, it 
reminds me that after the fall of Khelafat-i-Rashedin — 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is not giving facts. 

Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: 1 am giving facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can give these facts on other occasions. During 
the budget discussion it is desirable that you limit your speech within the 
time allotted. 

Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I am telling you and the 

House that these people have no business — nothing of the kind. Simply 
they are drawing big sums of money as salary ftlid travelling allowance. 
Now, from the time of Yazid up to the seventh King there was so much 
drain from the public fund or the exchequer that the eighth King, the 
pious King, had to make this statement in his court that the wealth drained 
from the public fund by members of the Royal Family and their favourites 
and parasites would be greater than the wealth of the whole world. 1 can 
show from the budget that the expenditure under the head “Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries” has drawn almost the major portion of the 
income of the province. What for? They are touring for eleidion of their 
own selves and for the election of others. They are touring to organise the 
Muslim League Party. It is no business of the (iovernment and for that 
Government money should not be spent. They are drawing travelling 
allowance for their journey, jouruey whicdi is made for party organisation 
for receiving garland and receptions and not for Government business. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion’' be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise u discussion about the 
failure of the Government to give any reply in some cases and prompt and 
correct reply in most cases to (piestioiis put by the members of the Assembly. 

Sir, we on this side of the House have no illusion ab<»ut IVovincial 
Autonomy. More than once we have described it as a sham and mockery. 
More than once leaders of political thought and disillusioned Ministers have 
characterised Provincial Autonomy as a sham and inwkery because as they 
said rightly while the Ministers have all the responsibility it is the officials 
backed by the Governor who have all the power. But, Sir, in spite of these 
defects and shortcomings of Provincial Autonomy that we are said to 
enjoy under the Government of India Act, 1935, it has the rudiments of a 
democratic government in so far as people’s representatives make laws and 
ask questions to which they are entitled to an answer. 

Sir, our experience has been, since this Government came to power, 
that the Government have not cared to answer questions that we have put 
from time to time and especially they have deferred replying to questions 
which demand an immediate reply in public interest, as they say. Let me 
maation one case, Bir. More than three weeks back I heard from a vei^ 

lOa 
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reapectable member of this House » my honourable friend Mrs. Nellie Sen 
Gupta, that four security prisoners had died in the Dacca Central Jail. 
Immediately I gave notice of a starred short-notice question to elicit informa- 
tion about the matter, but will you believe, Sir, more than three weeks 
have passed but the Government have not cared to inform the House 
whether it is a fact or not that some security prisoners in the Dacca Central 
Jail have died. 

Before this session commenced I gave notice of a question about the 
health of Babu Kedareswar Sen Gupta whom the Hon’ble Minister personally 
knows, a man whom I described the other day as more dead than alive, a 
man who has been suffering for the last 20 years from intestinal tuber- 
culosis and who when arrested was carried to the jail on a stretcher. I 
asked about his health but no reply has been forthcoming. 

Another prisoner is Babu Chittaranjan Guha, who is suffering from 
chronic colitis and suspected T.B. I asked a question but no answer has 
been forthcoming as yet. As 1 have already said, though this constitution 
is a sham and a mockery still we have some privileges that we enjoy under 
this constitution and one of the highest privileges under this constitution 
is this tliat we are entitled to ask questions and to receive correct replies. 
But, Sir, if like language which is said to have been given to man to 
conceal his thoughts answering a question has been given to the Ministers 
to conceal real state of affairs, they render this (constitution a greater sham 
and mockery than usually it might have been. 

Then, Sir, I move the next motion, namely, that the demand of 
Its, 1,40,111,000 for expenditure under the head “25— (ieneral Administra- 
tion’ be rediu'ed by Ks. 100. This is in order to raise a discussion about 
the statements made by the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister in the Assembly 
on several occasions to the effect that the Government do not feel called upon 
to make an enquiry into any incident that took place during the regime of 
their predecessors and that they do not consider themselves bound by any 
undertaking given by the latter regarding any such enquiry. 

Sir, of late we have noticed an obsession with this Government to 
explain their various dark acts of omission and commission by saying ^‘Our 
predecessor, the damn Fazlul Huq Government did this thing and did that 
thing". When the question was raised on the floor of the House w^hether 
Government felt called upon to institute an enquiry into the serious allega- 
tions that wei'e made about the doings of the Government forces and police 
in Midnapore, allegations which concerned the honour of women, Govern- 
ment callously replied “No", Why? “Those incidents were alleged to 
have occurred not during our regime”. Call the Fazlul Huq Government 
untouchables; we do not mind, but, Sir, (Khan Bahadur Mohammad Ali: 
You were in that g(»vernment. Were you sleeping tbenP) if the demand 
has been raised, the real question is whether the demand that has been made 
is a right demand or not. My honourable friend Khan Bahadur says: 
“Well, your party was in power then." Yes, but the country knows that 
the party Government that was in power then put up a very stiff fight 
with the highest powers that be. Our Government then bad the courage 
to call a spade a spade, our Government had the courage to disclose the 
differences which they had with the Governor, but like good and innocent 
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boys aili children what are you doing? You are singing to the tune of 
your masters 

Mr. SPEAKER: Address the Chair, please. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Yes, Sir, through you 1 am addressing 
them. These people are singing to the tune of their masters that be, 
and, Sir, in order to avoid an enquiry into those incidents they raised a 
false cry, namely, that they did not feel called upon to go into those things, 
because those things did not occur during their regime, 1 refer, specially, 
Sir, to the Dacca incidents. It was I myself who had occasion to move 
a special motion about the Dacca Jail tiring. Why? My honourable friend 
Mr. Shahabuddiii w’ho now adorns the Treasury benches — he also as a 
■prominent member of the Muslim League Party moved a similar motion 
demanding an enquiry into the firing that took place in the Dacca Central 
Jail. I found one honourable leader of the Muslim League party red with 
anger, and rightly so, at the incidents that took place in the Dacca Central 
Jail. We know, Sir, that the Chief Minister then had the courage to tell 
the Governor in his face, because he was responsible to the House, that he 
felt called upon to institute an enquiry into the incidents. Unfortunately, 
his opinion did not prevail over the Governor’s opinion. He failed then. 
Either plainly say that those incidents were nothing, they did not call for 
an enquiry, that an enquiry was unnecessary or say that we did not like 
to provoke the powers that be and that we did not like to provoke the 
officials to bring about our downfall sooner than it may take place. 

Sir, with these words, 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House, 

Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I bag to move that 4he 
demand of Rs. 1.40,18,000 for expenditure under the head “25— General 
Administraiion” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion 
about the failure of Government to abolish the system of nominations from 
the local self-governing institutions. 

! local self-government nomination tjvfi Sftun 

(?m ^ ^ I nomination tp4i ufWK 

♦tTfl ^ ^ ^ ^ TOT circle officer 

(7# b t tWH( 7 y ^ ^ nomination ftnr majority TOl 

I Distriot board, local bourd, municipality ^ 

whim*^ majority minorityt^ ^ I <49^^ 

49 qw'orit.'# rilW ^ 1 49 

W»rT party Mr. Humayiin Kabir Upper Cbamber4 4^ 

ft»r 4C*l% ’gr^ ^Ts ?r^ ^ ^ I 

^ 49 ^*^5 TOiti ril9f^ i I5t9 

tpti tt?i ^ 

WRT mk wn <?Nc« •nci ^ t epiRfWf in?fi Srrm to wrA 
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Babu ABHUT08H LAHIRIS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration’* be reduced by Bs. 100, in order to raise a discussion about 
the improper conduct and activities of the Subdivisional OflScer of Serajganj 
such as gross abuse of his executive powers, mishandling of the civil supply 
problems and creating unnecessary obstacles in the matter of exercise of 
legitimate religious rights. 

Sir, this officer has earned a great notoriety by his highhanded action 
and his callous disregard for civil liberties of even highly responsible 
persons in the subdivision. Sir, I shall place only two typical instances 
before the House in order to show how arbitrarily this officer exercises his 
executive authority, with the evident intention of cowing down the public 
morale and demonstrating that he is a law unto himself. 

Sir, he arrested Sj. Debnath Kar, a senior pleader of Serajganj and a 
man of considerable position and influence on a very flimsy ground and 
kept him locked up in the hazat for several hours with no other object 
than to humiliate him before the public. He is the owner of a number of 
houses in the town, some of which have been occupied by the military. 
One day while Mr. Kar was going to the Treasury situated within the 
Criminal Court compound for drawing the house rent, he was summoned 
by the Subdivisional Officer to his court, and as soon as he stepped into 
his court the Subdivisional Officer straightway ordered a constable to take 
him to the hazat to the utter bewilderment of the people present in the 
court. He was kept confined in the hazat from 11-30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
after considerable difficulty bail was secured for him. And what was his 
offence? It was alleged that a peon of Subdivisional Officer’s court went 
to the house of Debnath Babu for serving a letter of the Subdivisional 
Officer on him and he without accepting the letter abused the peon, twisted 
and threw away the letter. On this story he was prosecuted for an offence 
under section 353, I.P.C. The incident took place on the 16th July, 1942, 
but the peon submitted his report on 20th July, 1942, four days after the 
occurrence. And the Subdivisional Officer after a considerable time had 
elapsed, had him arrested in that dramatic manner and put him into the 
lock-up. He was criminally prosecuted and was flned Bs. 100. On appeal 
before the District Judge of Pabna, he was honourably acquitted. Sir, the 
order of the Subdivisional Officer was grossly illegal and was indeed beyond 
the conception of any man in his senses. The second instance of a similar 
character was that of Mr. Kamaleswar Banerjee, a pleader and a land- 
holder of the subdivision. As a portion of his homestead was being washed 
away by the Brahmaputra he erected a bund to protect it. A frivolous 
complaint of obstructing the course of the waterway was made to the 
Subdivisional Officer by some interested persons. The Subdivisional Officer 
without holding any enquiry issued an injunction on him preventing the 
oonstruotion of the bund and an order to d&ow etiiiBe why be should not 
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be proBroii-eu. Kamaleswar Babu appeared in the court at Serajgan} with 
a view to show cause. But before he could have any say, he ordered him 
to be put into the hazat to the surprise of his lawyers. Sir, he was actually 
dragged into the hazat, Biit, Sir, this mighty Subdivisions] Officer was 
roused from his slumber when it was pointed out to him by the lawyers 
that up till then there was no formal complaint against Eamaleswar Babu 
and his action has been illegal. The Subdivisional Officer then had him 
brought back from the hazat and sent him to the second officer with a formal 
complaint, who released him on bail. Sir, then followed a series of orders 
by the Subdivisional Officer on Eamaleswar Babu, all of whi(‘]i, however, 
were rescinded on a motion to the District Judge. Sir, caji we conceive of 
u more monstrous conduct on the part of the head of a subdivision than thisF 

Sir, the cumulative effect of 8U(;h highhanded action has been to 
demoralise the public and to silence all oppo.sition to his highly improper 
activities regarding civil supply problems. Sir, I shall now show how 
shamelessly this officer utilised in his own interest the situation created 
by the shortage of sugar and kerosene in the subdivision. 

Sir, a store called the ‘‘Galib Store” was started in the town to the 
east of the Elliot Bridge under the henami of his chauffeur and was run 
by him. This chauffeur is not a local man and came to the town along 
with the Subdivisional Officer and was staying with him. This store used 
to receive special ])atronage in respect of supply of kerosene, sugar, ghee, 
salt, etc. I may say that permits for 90 tins of kerosene per month was 
given to this store. It was the biggest permit. The Subdivisional Officer 
would frequently motor to the store in the evening and verify the stocks 
and check the account himself. A similar store called “Graduate Brothers 
Store” was started by the 2nd Munsiff and permits for 40 tins of kerosene 
oil were given to this store by the Subdivisional Officer. The pankhawnlla 
of the Munsiff’s court guarded the store at night and frequently sold the 
kerosene oil by day. Sir, these scandalous transactions became the talk 
of the town and numerous complaints were made to the Government of 
Bengal as well as to the District Magistrate but no action was taken. For 
about 8 months this continued and ultimately the District Magistrate paid 
a surprise visit to the town, called a public meeting and held an enquiry, 
and both the stores were then suddenly closed down. In reply to a question 
put by my friend Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen in the September 
session of the Assembly a list of permit-holders for kerosene was placed 
before the House from which the names of the above two stores were omitted 
conveniently. 

Sir, in the matter of control of prices df foodgrains, his policy was 
deliberately calculated to benefit the big merchants. He fixed the prices 
of paddy and rice from time to time without taking the existing stock at 
the disposal of the big merchants, with the result that the big merchants 
were enabled to mak^ fabulous profits while the petty dealers were subjected 
to great harassments. Sir, it is a curious fact that none of the big 
merchants whe were prosecuted for profiteering were punished. Either tlM 
cases against them were withdrawn or they were let off writh a warning. 
But a very large number of petty merchants were heavily punished botk 
with imprifonment and fine. 
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Bir, one day tliree and a half bags of sugar were canght at about 
0-30 p.m. while being carried in a closed palki gharry from the residence 
of a well-known physician, who was a permit-holder. It was suspected 
to be meant for black-marketing. The Subdi visional Supply Officer, 
Mr. MozafEar Hossain Chowdhury, who earned^ a reputation for clean and 
honest dealings, thereupon cancelled his permit and also the permits of 
others who were found to be black-marketing. The Supply Officer refused 
to restore those permits at the bidding of the Subdivisional Officer who 
himself subsequently restored them. Sir, he then got the Supply Officer 
transferred to Malda. Sir, after the Supply Officer left Serajganj, he 
complained against him to fhe higher authorities that in issuing permits 
for commodities the Supply Officer had realised dbnations which had been 
misappropriated by him. A departmental enquiry was held by the District 
Magistrate and the Supply Officer proved that on the eve of his departure 
on transfer, the entire collection of Rs. 1,100 had been paid to the Hospital 
Fund and that the day to day collection was duly deposited in a local bank. 
Sir, such is the officer who is now ruling over th0 destiny of the people of 
this subdivision. There are numerous other instances where the Subdivi- 
sional Officer had been guilty of highly improper conduct and grossly 
illegal and highhanded action. Sir, he has proved himself to be wholly 
unfit for any responsible executive position and I urge, Sir, that he should 
be removed to other departments of the Government. 

Sir, I come now to the question of his interference with the religious 
rights of the Hindus. Sir, last year he refused all licenses for Saraswati 
Pvja processions of various educational institutions of the town and other 
public and private images on the ground of it being a military station. 
Sir, although the military authorities gave a written consent for it, all 
efforts to secure licence for immersion procession from this mighty Subdivi- 
sional Officer failed. This year too the same thing was done and licence 
was refused. The military authorities gave it in writing that they had 
no objection to such procession, but the Subdivisional Officer was adamant. 
Thereupon the local people approached the District Magistrate who, after 
consulting the Superintendent of Police, granted permission for the proces- 
sion. The Inspector of Police, Serajganj, was instructed by the Superin- 
tendent of Police to grant the licence. The processionists fixed 5th Februar 3 ^ 
as the date for the procession. But the Subdivisional Officer still refused 
to give the permission. On the day fixed for the procession, the Inspector 
demanded that some respectable persons should give an undertaking to 
maintain discipline amongst the processionists, and even this was forthwith 
given. Sir, up to 4 p.m. the Inspector under the instruction of the 
Subdivisional Officer was still refusing to issue the licence in spite of the 
order of the Superintendent of Police. At this juncture the Senior Deputy 
Magistrate of Pabna, who was holding court at Serajganj as a Special 
Magistrate, intervened, saw the Subdivisional Office^ and then hurriedly 
the licence was issued at the eleventh hour, and the proceeaion was taken 
out in an atmosphere of great uncertainty. Sir, a bare statement of these 
facts is enough. 

I think I have established a sufficient case for instituting an enquiry 
into the conduct of the Subdivisional Officer during the two yearn of hie 
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admitistratioxi there. Sir, I demand that he be forthwith trauaferred from 
thi« iiibdivision and an enquiry be made immediately. 

Sif HENRY BIRKMYREs Sir, I beg to move that the demand ol 
Bs. 1,40,13.000 under the head “25 — General Administration^’ be reduced 
by Bs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to introduce legislation extending the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust to Howrah. 

In March, 1943, I moved a similar cut motion. The then Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of Local Self-Government stated in reply — 

**The Bill was framed more than a year ago. (I ask the House to 
mark these words spoken in March, 1943.) It had to pass through 
the scrutiny of Mr. Gurner, the Chairman of the Improvement 
Trust. He suggested various amendments in various respects 
which had to go to the Legislative Department more than once, 
and it is now alnu^st ready to pass through the Cabinet in its final 
form and to be published by the middle of April next.” 

1 ask the House again to mark these words; 

“In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s reply, I did not press my cut 
motion.” 

It would appear that ii would have been better if I had pressed my cut 
motion as it is now March, 1944, and the Bill has not even been published. 

In September, 194^3, the Hou’ble Minister in charge, in reply to a 
question asked by me, stated that a draft Bill had been prepared and 
was now under the consideration of Government. He assured the House 
that the Bill would be introduced in the Legislature as soon as possible. 
The draft Bill was in fact framed over two years ago and we know that 
the amendments suggested by the Chairman of the Improvement Trust 
went through the Legislative Department at least over a year ago. The 
principles of the Bill were settled as far back as 1939. An agreement was 
reached on the method of finance, and the Howrah Municipality, with the 
object of meeting their contribution t.o the costs of the Trust, increased 
their con^lidated rate by 2} per cent, with effect from Ist April, 1940 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take, Sir Henry Birkmyre, to 
finish your speech P 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Another five to ten minutes. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I must adjourn the House now as it is 
prayer time. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, I should like the Hon’ble Minister to 
be present in the House before I begin. 

Mr. SPEAKERS It is not necessary; the Parliamentary Secretary is 
there tal^g notes lor the Minister. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYREs Sir, the present Government can be under 
m miaapprelienaions as to the state ol public opinion in this matter. In 
Bmu rsaka they number not only ike C^ima^ M ike Howrak Municipality 
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but five signatories of the memorial of 5th December, 1940, which invited 
the then Minister for Local Self-Government to introduce immediately 
legislation to extend the Improvement Trust to Howrah. I had looked 
forward to a more sympathetii* attitude and prompt action on the part of 
thifci Government to introduce the Bill. I am disappointed and I do not 
know what possible excuse Government can have for the extraordinary delay 
in dealing with this matter. In 1889 the then Sanitary Commissioner 
inspected the municipality and remarked: “Of all the large municipalities 
of Bengal which I have inspected, and I have inspected nearly all of them, 
Howrah is without exception the dirtiest and most backward and badly 
managed municipality I have ever seen." In 1893 another Sanitary 
(^mimisHioner expressed his agreement with the above remarks of his 
predecessor and added: “generally speaking, the sanitary condition of 
the town of Howrah is most deplorable.” I do not suggest that 
today the municipality is as badly managed, but 1 do say the 
deplorable insanitary conditions still prevail in Howrah, conditions 
which I have to view daily with shame as I go to and from my 
work. We do not suggest that it is possible to take up large improvement 
schemes in Howrah in the present circumstances, but we do suggest that 
a is possible and necessary to set up the machinery of the Improvement 
Trust and prepare schemes of improvement which can be executed, when 
conditions permit. We suggest that this should have been done long ago 
and the delay is endangering the good work which was done in bringing 
about an agreement between the Howrah Municipality, the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust and the Government. This party are not prepared to 
permit any further delay in this matter. We must have a definite assur- 
ance from the Hon’ble Minister that the Bill will be published before the 
end of this session and 1 must have a definite date and T will not be content 
with a mere general assurance. We do not in any event regard the excuse 
of pressure of other legislative business as adequate reasons for delay since 
it appears to us that the Government are proceeding with many minor 
legislative measures of much less importance. If I do not get the most 
definite assurance from the Hon’ble Minister on this question, then I shall 
feel it my duty to press this cut motion. I have no desire to bring about 
u defeat of Government and this is not a motion of no-confidence. After 
all, this Government is no more blameworthy than any of its predecessors 
but it appears to me that in order to get something done I have no other 
way but to press this point by way of a cut motion. 

Ballll RADHANATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
about the fact that the Government are not looking after and maintaining 
the appointment ratio so far as the Scheduled Caste people are concerned. 

Sir, this appointment ratio in the services of the Gvernoment which I 
have brought in a cut motion before this House is important mainly on two 
grounds: firstly, Sir, it is rather the duty of the Government to see that 
their services are equally and equitably and at the same time proportionately 
distributed among the various communities which constitute Bengal. But, 
Sir, unfortunately what we find is that the Government are utterly 
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indifferent so far as that apportionment of public services is concerned in 
the way of giving these services to the Scheduled Cast^^ people in the 
proportion which they are entitled to. In the matter of distribution of 
these seats what we find is that the Government are not at all trying their 
level best to maintain the communal ratio, from which it is quite evident 
that the Government are rather quite willing to keep up the communal 
problem aflame in the country, on the ground that by not allotting, by 
not giving proportionate ratio to the other communities and especially the 
Scheduled Caste community, they will be able to keep aflame the communal 
problem in this country. The question, Sir, is, that, if the seats were 
apportioned in the ratio that has been fixed by the Government, there 
would have been no communal disturbance, no communal conflict in this 
country. But, unfortunately, us we see. the Government practically 
speaking by not appointing people from various communities in the public 
services in the ratio that they have fixed, are trying their level best that 
the communal problem he not at all appeased. 

Sir, another thing is this. It is rather the intention of the present 
Government, because otherwise they would not he in position as they are 
now, that unless and until this communal problem is kept aflame, unless 
and until this communal problem is kept alive as it is now to he found, 
their innsition would he lowered down and they would not be able to 
administer and maintain them.selves in ]»ower as they are doing now. 

Sir, it has been (juite evident as to how the present (iovernment have 
come in position today. It is only through the mere pleasure of the last 
Governor that the j»resent Ministry has been functioning. Yesterday t 
came to know from one of the esteemed friends of mine who is a member 
of the Government Party — he told me in passing, of course — that so long 
as the Government which are functioning today have one single majority 
and so long as the Governor is not going against them, they will be quite 
safe and they will always go on functioning and administering the Govern- 
ment of thi.s country. This is the version of one of my esteemed friends 
who is on the side of the (yovermnent today—l do not want to name him. 
If that be the position, I do not know whether Government will at all 
consider that the Scheduled Caste people should be given jmsts of Govern- 
ment according io the proportion which has been mentioned by Government 
long ago. 1 think that Government should apportion the public services 
in the ratio that they have decided, that is to say, 15 per cent, of the 
Government services should go to the Scheduled Castes and they should 
follow this ratio strictly. But I should say that that ratio is not quite 
up to the mark as the public services ought to be equally distributed. The 
Scheduled Caste people of this province form about one-fifth of the popula- 
tion and so on the basis of their population, one-fifth of the public services 
should go to them. In the Civil Supplies Department, in the Department 
of the A.R.P. and also in connection with the recjently advertised posts of 
lawyer-magistrates, what I have found is that Govhmment are not at all 
going to appoint Scheduled Caste people according to their proportion. For 
this reason, Sir, I request through you that Government should see that, 
so far as the appor^oxunent of public services is concerned, the interest of 
the Scheduled Caste people is not ifBCPiedL 
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Miulvf RAMIZUDOIN AHM iDs Sir, I beg to more that the demand 
of Bs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion** be reduced by Rs. lOO. I move this motion in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about Subdivisional Officer (North), Sadar, Comilla, for bis taking 
DO MtcpH in spite of being brought to his notice to stop corruption and 
dishonesty in the distribution of test gratuitous reliefs. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the Subdivisional 
Officer (North), Sadar, Gomilla, for hLs encouraging dishonesty and corrup- 
tion by his recommending the names of proved and recorded dishonest 
persons in the reconstitution of the Goalmari and Paharpur and other Debt 
Settlement Boards within his jurisdiction in the district of Tippera. 

Sir, at present dishonesty and corruption have pervaded throughout 
most of the officers and the public alike. Many have already become rich 
and others are thinking of being so overnight and the opportunities are 
many. At such a time if a responsible officer like the Subdivisional Officer 
supports and encourages directly and indirectly dishonesty and corruption, 
you can easily imagine the fate of the poor public in that area. It is now 
in everybody’s mouth that it is the reign of corruption and dishonesty under 
the present Subdivisional Offieer (North), Sadar, Comilla. 1 am just going 
to give some specific instances which will prove the mentality of the officer. 

Sir, within my constituency in Daudkandi police-station, Goalmari 
Debt Settlement Board was working most satisfactorily for the last three 
years under the chairmanship of an honest and educated school teacher. 
In the words of the IcM’-al officers it was one of the best hoards in the thaua. 
In August last on the expiry of its three years’ term, the hoard was recom- 
mended t7i toto for reconstitution and the Divisional Commissioner also 
sent the (iazette notification to the Hon ’hie Minister for publication. After 
that the present officer came in charge of the subdivision. Some dishone.st 
persons managed to win over this officer by salaitil and other unfair means. 
The file after six months went back to this offieer who gave pressure on 
the local officers to remove the sitting members of the board and to include 
amongst others a man who was removed from this hoard for dishonesty and 
corruption three years hack. The local officers did not agree to include this 
man as he was in their opinion “proved dishonest”. But the Subdivisional 
Officer in spite of the record, in spite of the protest of the local officers and 
the local M.L.A. included that very proved dishonest person only to make 
good the mlami he had received from that person, v 

Sir, another instance of this nature is the Paharpur Debt Settlement 
Board within the said officer’s jurisdiction. One year hack the Chairman 
of the Paharpur Debt Settlement Board was detected red-handed to have 
misappropriated public money and the then Subdivisional Officer recom- 
mended for the re<'ouBtitution of that board by removing the Chairman and 
some other members of that board giving reasons for their removal. The 
Divisional Commissioner accepted the recommendation and sent the Gaxette 
notification to the Hon’ble Minister for publication. In the meantime, 
the present Subdivisional Officer was won over and the file went back after 
six months and now 1 leam that that very misappropriating Chairman has 
again been nominated by the Subdivisional Offioar. 
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Now, Sir, I come to another set of examples. In my constituency for 
lack of supervision and strict action, most of the test and gratuitous relief 
money was misspent or misappropriated. I personally saw the District 
Magistrate reporting some cases which were referred to the Subdmsional 
Officer, but he won’t take any action. 

Then I come to another set of examples. Kerosene oil is not at all 
available at places within my constituency though numerous kerosene tins 
are distributed through dishonest village agents many of whom got the 
agency through unfair means. These agents sell kerosene at Re. 1 per 
seer through the black market. I personally brought these matters to^ the 
notice of the Subdivisional Officer but he won’t take any step to detect 
them. 

Sir, the north subdivision of Sadar Comilla, particularly my const ituelfcy 
of Daudkandi and Homna, is seriously affected by distress and famine. Not 
less than 50,000 people have already died during the last few months in 
my own constituency. To give proper relief to this area, honest workers 
and honest officers are urgently required. But so long as the j)re8ent Sub- 
divisional Officer remains in charge, it is very difficult to create an honest 
atmosphere there. 

Sir, another honourable member of this Assembly Mr. Asimuddiii Ahmed 
also has given a cut motion and he is also very much aggrieved about the 
dishonest mentality of this officer. 

Sir, with these wards, 1 (commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 1 ,4(bl'‘l,0(K) for expenditure under the head 
“25 — (ieneral Administration” he reduced by Rs. KM). I move this motion 
in order to raise a discussion about Government’s failure to secure and 
facilitate immersion of images, partieularly in Ninitita and other places 
of Jangipore subdivision of the Murshidabad district. 

Sir, T do not approacdi the (jiiestion either from a religious or a communal 
point of view but purely from the point of view of civic rights vix-a-im 
the attitude of the Goveniment towards this matter. 

Sir, I propose barely to give facts here. Before 1940 the Mussalmans 
of these villages freely partook of the teremonies of the Hindus us the latter 
did of the former and there was no trouble over procession with music. 
The first test obstruction happened in 1940 iJurga Puja when the immersion 
procession was stopped in front of a mosque although that was not the 
prayer time. But the then District Magistrate who was a right-thinking 
Muhammadan Officer of the old type arrived at the spot and persuaded the 
parties to a reasonable comproraise to pass procession with music outside 
the prayer time. 

In 1941 due to the reactionary attitude of the authorities licence was 
given on condition of no music before mosque at any hour. The large 
body of local Mussalmans resented and the Hindus felt ill-treated. Immer- 
sion was done in silence as a protest and music was dropped altogether. 
This, however, evoked no response from the authorities at that time. 

In 1942 immersion itself was abandoned as a token of further protest. 
All ibis time the aggrieved Hindus which included loyalists bf Bai 
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Bahadur brand went on petitioning and flattering the authorities for a just 
and acceptable decision. 

During the early weeks and^months of the present Ministry when well- 
phrased and honeyed assurances and promises were being broadcast from 
the press and the platform the Hindus of the locality contacted with the 
Ministers for getting redress over the situation, and a pair of well-meaning 
Farliamentary Secretaries hurried to the spot apparently in their anxiety 
to solve a tangle and thereby score a point of comnaunal concord which 
figured so prominently in their pledged manifesto. They heard all sections » 
end made enquiries and were satisfied that there was nothing wrong with 
the ‘ aggrieved section and it was decided that without prejudice to the 
all-Bengal policy which, as they said, was going to be formulated in near 
future in the matter of music before mosque, the held up immersion must 
be efliected with such procession and music as might instil confidence into 
the Hindu mind that Sir Nazimuddin is a safe guardian. They promised 
to send formal Government order immediately on return to Calcutta. This 
was in June and no order ever came. Representations and negotiations 
followed and at a conference at the Writers’ Buildings just before the last 
Vurga Pajas which was presided over by the Home Minister and which 
was attended by some members of the Legislature and by several Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries three such Secretaries were asked and authorised to 
proceed to the spot and stay there during the Puja days and effect immer- 
sion by any means. 

One of the Parliamentary Secretaries actually went and found that the 
ban on processions, eh'., which was withdrawn by the present Ministry 
by a general notification wa.s reimposed in the lo('ality by the Subdivisional 
Officer and the previous restrict/ion forbidding music before mosque at all 
hours was inflicted afresh. Even police pickets were posted in houses where 
images were lying. New efforts were ma<le for resolving the deadlock. 
Several proposals were made by the Parliamentary Secretary (1) by taking 
the procession with music along such alternate route as would exclude any 
mosque falling on the way, (2) by stopping music at all hours before jurnma 
mosques while playing it in front of other mosques outside prayer hours. 
The Hin<lus and the haul Mussalinaiis agreed to each of these proposals, 
but certain high lights who came from distant j>laces insisted upon the old 
route and stopping of music before all mosques at all hours, and the 
Subdivisional Officer in his wisdom did not a<!cept any proposal as an 
agreed formula because all Mussulmans, even if they are not local, did not 
concur. On the Hijoya Dasavti day a new frustration came at the top 
of one that was already there and the result was that 24 images for over 
two years were lying accumulated without immersion. 

1 am not looking into the matter as a religious or as a communal 
question but purely as a question of private and public rights. I do not 
propose apportionment of blames between the communities. So long as 
the unfriendly third party continues in power brother will fall out with 
brother. But it is necessary to know Government’s mind in the matter. 
Does not Government consider that the annual accumulation of images is 
a matter of public concern and that Government should see to immersion 
being effected forthwith F What steps do Government intend taking for 
ensuring uhhampered enjoyment of civil rights over King’s highway? Is 
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it the policy that one section should surrender ancient and peaceful rights 
simply because another section might object and threaten breach of peace P 
In this connection may I make a suggestion, as I did previously, that if 
the Ministers want that these tangles should be solved, it is necessary and 
desirable that instead of dealing with dead files in the archives of the 
Writers’ Buildings, at least some of them should proceed to the locality 
and see things for themselves in order to catch the pulses of the commu* 
nities and I have no doubt that a new adjustment between the communities 
can be accomplished without any trouble. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,00(1 for expenditure under the head “25 — ^(leneral 
Administration” be redueed by Rs. 100. to raise a discussion about 
misapplication of Defence of India Rules by District Officers and other 
subordinate Government officers and Police to extreme harassment to the 
public. 

Sir, the Defence ol India Rules have be«*ome bandy weapons at the 
hands of petty officers and the Police force, especially in the district of 
Chittagong which is a virtual war zone. Some of the Circle Officer of the 
district, when approached by me regarding smne maladministration and 
misadministration of his department, requested me to disclose the names 
of persons who complained against him so that he may take action under 
the Defence of India Rules and put them into jail. For not taking 
licences for possessing paddy, the District axithorities and Subdivisional 
Officers also have jiroseculed some of the %uost respectable people of 
Chittagong, as for example, Babu Ajit Kumar Ray, nephew of the late 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Ray, m.l.a., Mr. .1, K. Ghoshal, Government JMeader, 
Chittagong, Khan Sahib Maqbul Ali, zeimndur, Alhadj Y'ai Ali Khan 
Chowdhury, a member of the District Board of Chittagong. Maulvi 
Kabiruddin Ahmad, brother of the Hon’hle Minister Khun Bahadur Maulvi 
JalaluddiD Ahmad and last but not the least Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed (ffioudhury, a member of this House, and many others. I'hey were 
prosecuted for not taking lit’ences for possessing some particular quantity 
of paddy. Thes are zeinnuidrx ami own landed properly ; the (’ivil Supplies 
Department issued various orders in this connexion and even the Parlia* 
mentary Secretary of the Civil Supplies Department i’ould not tell us 
yesterday what were the latest firmans of that department. Every fine 
morning we rise up to find a new firman issued by that department, and 
people residing in the remotest corners of the district as for example the 
farthest extremity of the Cox’s Bazar subdivision where it takes 15 to 20 
days for news to reach' because there is no mail steamer service, practically 
there is no communication at all, — these poor people cannot know what are 
the whims and caprices of this particular department and how they are to 
conform to their requirements. Sir, these things are taken advantage of 
by the police and other Government officers especially in our subject 
country. I have seen during my sojourn to foreign cx)untries like England, 
France and other free countries that the people are not so much harassed 
there. People are not so much harassed even in Egypt but in the Anglo- 
Egyptian Soudan the harassment is worst, because there is double subjuga- 
tion by the Egyptians and the Britishers. Bureaucracy and liberty can 
never go together. 
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So, Sir, in our subject country practically all officers are found to be 
corrupt. Wherever Aere is control, wherever there is restriction, there is 
corruption, there is nepotism and bribes are taken openly. It would be better 
for all concerned if the department would make up their minds and say in 
a clear voice with no equivocation what their real intention is. Then the 
public would know their exact position. Now the police and other petty 
officers, Subdivisional Officers and Circle Officers take advantage of the 
present circumstances. It is clear to all that when the police are out to 
bring a man they not only arrest him but beat him and take bribe from him. 
This is the condition all round; and the Defence of India Rules are 
playing havoc in the country. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mllll¥i ABDUR RAZZAK: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 under the head “25~Oeneral Administration'’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure of 
(lovemment to stop recital of the Holy Qvarm in gramophone records. 
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esi ’It'S) 4t4I 44; C5TfV4t4 444414 ??C5 '4145 ▼f4ai 444f|ft ▼‘St5lfir'itC*t4 4t41 
46 CPgt^filOT «t4 ^0 ColcS wSt 4'41 ststC^ I fVl 51^154^, <4461414 

44; C6Ml^^tca4 njl ^■Stg1>4'l4 *t4TBFfl 4ll4tC5l C?‘l‘^ 41414 SlOffi ?Sf44S| 
4'?C4 ^^44 4tC5t<1t641 80 C«tC^4 ▼fw ^7 'S ftc’f'tfTS (5IC54 5151 C5l^ C45\§ 
▼41^4115 I <4^311 ▼C44< Cotc94 444 '4lf4C\iC5 I '4<t4t*t4 C^Cff 4f?1 '8'9tf4 
6f?r5lt^. 7151 44'4fft7 I C1'4"t 464414 Subdivkional OfiBcer, Mr. C. H. Gordon, 
I.C.S., JItC6C44 ▼^S’tiTSI 41 4tf4C«f 41T5T& 4ttir4 4fC4 7t«n 4lf^ fV 41 ’rc‘45 
% I ?6t$ 6?5 ^4 4ft4'S^ *1144^ I (Hear, hear) ▼tC41— 

Mr. SPEAKER : C4l4ft 4tC64, ▼t<l4tC4 414 444 cmi 4fC4 41, 44[4 I 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, 1 beg to mov€‘ that the deni and of 
Rs. 1 , 40,]. ‘{,000 under the head “:;^f)--(leueral AdminiRtraf ion” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

My objec't in moving this unit ion is to raise a disensRion about the tour 
expenses of the Hon’ble Ministers and the Parliamentary Secretaries as well. 

JTOT Minister Parliamentary Secretary '.fc'PT 

TO I nTOfft TOr 

wm ^ «Tft5r>R «t3TTO, 

Pi3T *rr^T TO ^ i 

?rr 3 f?itr 5 ^ ^ TOWC &4 to ( 7 Tf»c?F 

rii ^ I f !F^ TO W:Ti?:5T #:«rsT 

TO TO^n ^ ^ ^ ’TTOlt Tf?:w TO. •^vf?n <i#t-TOntTO?:‘t^ 

^ ^^<41 f%CWC*t3I (?frfTO5t^T ^.fT 

TO WTtj tour I TO 1 fiR:^ TOt^ ^ (TTTO 

CTO ^ TOW^ TOTl ^ fT=« 

(TITO TOIC^ I TO ?#t TOT^S TO, 

fiFfinU] TOPr (TT^ TOTOT ?r^l i4r.TO WTOtTOC^Pt f^i> 

<7Pn ’TTO ^TO TOR I ^ 5t^l TO^ TO 0^^) 

TO Parliamentery Secretary Industrial School TO, 

Agricultural Farm TO I TOTOTSl Rf r 

TO Inspector, Supervisor, Textile Officer, Director export 

'TOTO — P«*liamentary Seoretary5t«f fV C^C^'O expert wtf? ^ i '5fTO^ TOT 

<R^^i ores ‘TOT TORn TOr? <t?TO TOi ’artf i oi^ 

•prew CTO? TO CTO OTO?#r<t*fTO 

?fTOc^ I tot cTOt? ’«rgt^ TOT? TOrf? #r, TOf, ?rfirru^ f»f« fjp 
^ ?5Hwi Tot (TiTOT TO I %i Tot c?^ c^^t ^tptrrl 

11 
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^ ^ ^ cn^ ’tot 

^ ^51-rflm <trsui ao5 sTfPrsr i ^ c^9f% 

?) P'lC^ ^pTfPStV ^^fKSR 'ij^* 

Pfcwo*^ 5c^ offtz^ ?i I CWU3 ^irmr 

#n C'tc^ (TT^c^ T^'5T’4>i c^r^irf^ w^tt i -rit ^tu f^c^- 

f^C«H I f%f^ (Tf^lH IftC^ ’Tst? "JTtrVfW^ 51^ I 

’To! ^cw»fT %r ^Ti ^^rsrr^ feftt c^tc#? 

^C5T^,»rRiT propaganda | ^ffertCTT tft^ \xOO\ i?t^l ^f^l ^ 

I c^ TO? c^!\^ Ttfttr^, (Ti TO5 ^ crrfT ^5<in5i 

^J*-! (TT? W^J (T?^r^ ^tt\5t?f 51?rcw 

COOs i?p!FI I qft ?C7Pf? fro C^C5R c?^0 c>f^ 

candidate^if^ nomination paper^fj n u vff^ 

nomination paper rtTs 

C?^) C"45T I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Smart. 

Mr^ Jt N. SMART: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. — 

Of. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, are you going to allow a member 
of the European Party to speak at this stage before all the cut motions 
have been moved P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I have allowed him to speak generally 
U a Hpeciul case because it will be bin maiden speech. 

Dr. NALINAKHSA SANYAL: J think it will not be his maiden speech 
because he has spoken before, and 1 hope you will not make any discri- 
mination in favour of the European party. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. Yes. Mr. Smart 

Mir. J. N. SMART: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 am a new comer to 
this House but 1 am not a new comer to Bengal. And although 1 now find 
myself for the first time l(»oking down on the general administration of the 
provini'c from the top, J have for man> years been viewing these affairs 
from u very important, it humbler, position. M> experience of the 
administration has been very largely at the point where the legislation 
enacted in this House, become.s effective in the lives ot the people, namely, 
in the small mofussil towns and villages. 

I propose to deal with the subject of (ieiieral Administration under its 
two heads of lioeal Self-Government and direct administration and I wish 
my observations to be constructive and not merely critical. But, Sir, iu so 
far as they are iTitical, 1 desire that my critudsms l>e received by this Hou.se 
against the background of two articles of faith from the political creed 
to which I subscribe and to which the European Political Parties of mv 
generation in India, have steadily adhered from the ilays of fldwin S. 
Montague to those of Sir Stafford Cripps. The first article I cannot put in 
better language than that used by William Gladstone when he said: “It 
is liberty alone which fits men for liberty” and the second may be summecl 
up in the dictum that, within limits “self-government is better than good 
government**. Sir, it is against the background of these beliefs that I wish 
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to be judgfed when I say that for the past 25 years I have watched the siow, 
but nonethelees steady deterioration of the a^inistrative efficiency of this 
province both in spheres of local self-government and direct administration. 

It is a mere commonplace to say that local self-government is not func- 
tioning as it should. Every one agrees that both in this city and in the 
inofussil districts, such administration leaves much to be desired. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government in the last Ministry, 
frankly admitted its shortcomings during the Bridget debate a year ago. 
If therefore we are all agreed, cann<»t we all do something to improve 
matters? This is surely a non-party, or rather an all-party issue and it 
should be tackled as such. The trouble is fundamentally psychological. It 
is a wrong attitude of mind that produces wrong action. There is no lack of 
ability among those serving on these local bodies. They are well supplied 
with able men who could be able administrators if they approached their 
duties in the right spirit. Sir, I do not wish to appear patronising. 1 am 
not talking to children but to an as.sembly that contains many men much 
cleverer than myself. I know quite well that all countries have their 
troubles in this respect in the earlier stages of their civic growth and that 
my own country, in the course of its long political history has not been 
exempt. But we must face facts and one fact is that too many people join 
these bodies either f(»r the purpose of furthering their own political aims and 
doing as much damage as possible to their political opponents or they join 
simply for their own personal aggrandisement and financial gain. In the 
old days of official chairmen and nominatc‘d incumbers, local administration 
was much superior, but 1 am neither suggesting a return to that regime nor 
am 1 regretting the change. For, although the province is paying some- 
what dearly for ite education in civic responsibility, I feel confident that in 
time self-government in these spheres will achieve good government in this 
country as it has done in other countries. But we must do all in our power 

to 8])eed things up. The Hon’hle Minister in charge of Lwal Self- 

Government in the previous Miniatr) informed the House last March that 
a decision had been taken by that (fovernment to appoint a Local Self- 
Government Officer for the whole of Bengal to act as departmental head. 
It was suggested that this officer should be appointed with a small staff for 
the purpose — as the Hon’ble Minister dewribed it — of keeping a systematic 
and well maintained watch and supervision of all local bodies. This officer 
would inspect, criticise and advise and see that such advice was implemented. 

That, Sir, wa.s an excellent decision and we would he glad to know if 

any steps were taJeen at the time to bring this about or if the Hon’hle 

Mini.ster now in charge is giving the matter his consideration. One of the 
chief failures of these local bodies is laxity in their collection departments 
and I would commend to the Hon’ble Minister in charge for Lis earnest 
consideration, a suggestion made to his department some time ago by n 
Divisional Commissioner, that the collection departments of all munici- 
palities should be placed in charge of Special Officers selected for the 
purpose. This would free Municipal Commissioners from a task they have 
obviously no relish for and perhaps put them in a stronger position for 
more vigorous efforts in other directions. Although new works may not be 
poMihle in war-time, efforts to raise the level of civic consciousness and the 



m 


DEMAND FOE GEANT. 


[ 16 th Mabch, 


66iiBe of civic duty do not cotit much money and even under present condi* 
tions can be vigorously pursued, not only by Government but by us all. As 
I have already indicated, half the battle would be won if such efforts were 
successful. 

Turning, Sir, to the sphere of direct administration by government 
officials, time will not allow me to deal #ith the subject in much detail but 
1 would like to stress two aspects of present-day working, namely, the 
dangers arising from political interferencje and the growing burden of over- 
work experienced by District officials. The official today has lost the 
singleness of purpose which he enjoyed in the pre-Montagu-Chelmsford days 
of my youth. Then he served one master and administered a clear-cut 
policy in a robust and single-minded manner. It was not government dt/ 
the people but it government for the people and whatever its detractors 
may say against that regime, it set up high standards ol efficiency, impar- 
tiality and integrity — standards which all well-wishers for this country hope 
and pray may be maintained, however much the lorm ot government may 
(diange. 1 shall never be anything but proud that so many of my own 
countrymen took part in it. Today the official finds himself serving a series 
of masters who often shown an embarassing multiplicity oi policies which 
pull him first one way and then the other. 1 am specially concerned now 
with officers from the rank of Subdivisional Officer downwards. The 
efficiency of their administrative work has not been improved by (jontact 
with the politicians who now surround them. In man> cases they finel 
members ot this House too prone to seek favours lor themselves and their 
friends and they often find them actively hostile to the policy ot the 
Government of the day. Naturally many ol these officers view these 
legislators with a somewhat fearful eye. They may be only members in 
Opposition today, but tomorrow (he^\ may have the ear of the Ministers m- 
be Ministers in charge themselves, l/ife can be made very ditlicult tm' these 
men, on the outer fringe ol the administrative circle and far awa\ from the 
friendly support (d a ci'owded secretariat. They have to be very strong 
characters indeed not to suceumb to some extent to this form oi insidious 
pressure, to the detriment of good administration rres.sure is also brought 
to hear upon these officers through the medium oi questions in this House. 
Now, Sir, “Questions in the House*' form an iinpmtant part ol democratic 
government and when used with wisdom and restraint, they form a very 
salutary jiart. Hut when the right of asking questions is abused and officers 
thereby intimidated in the conduct of their <luties, it ceases to be salutary. 
I have good reason to believe that the unrestrained use of this, otherwise 
excellent, weapon has the most unfortunate* effect of engendering in the 
minds ol these officers the feeling that every action they may take in the 
course of their iluties, may become subject-matter tor a string of questions 
in this Assembly, by members who, under the guise of defending the 
liberties of their (‘onstitiients. are merely using these officers as so many 
sticks with which t(> beat the government ol the day, upon the floor of this 
House. What is the retiulf^ Well, w’p all know that Government servants 
rarely get into trouble for not acting and the line of least resistance being 
extremely tempting, the chances are that officers will endeavour to carry 
out their duties with the minimum of action. And it is here that the matter 
of overwork plays its part in reducing the tempo of adminiat ration. The 
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SubdivisioiLtl Officer is the pivot of district administration. He is supposed 
to keep himself in close touch with his Circle Officers and the people 
generally by making as frequent tours of his jurisdiction as the work of his 
lourt will permit. But with the advance of autonomous government, his 
time has become increasingly occupied in purely office wurk and unless he 
is an exceedingly energetic person, he may easily slip into a routine which 
iiardly difi'ers at all from that of a sei'ietariat official — passing files, filling 
up forms and providing answers to the sfreani of questions to which 1 have 
just referred — questions referring to his own actions or those of his 
mbordinates. 

Sir, the many trials and tribulations which have beset this j>rovince sin(‘e 
Tapau entered the war against us have thrown a tremendous extra burden 
>f work on an already over-burdened staff of officers. Mr. (Madding in his 
recent speech on the general dia( Us.sion of the Budget made a strong plea 
that the provinces should not be treated as independent organisms in matters 
>f finance but as so many members of the one body-politic India. I would 
:)lead for similar consideration in the matter of personnel. Something in 
this direction has already l>een done, but we would like to be assured by the 
FTon’ble (^hief Minister, that everything that can be done, is being done. 

Khan Bahadur HAdl BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : landlord 

(RtflH OJ ^'ut motion move 

I 

T beg to mo\c that tic demand of K>. 1,40,13,000 under fhc bead 
“Jo —General Administration” be reduced In Rs. 100. This is in order to 
aise a discussion about the execution of notice of landlord fees. 

3rC5'tY?f, ^nnr wfiRtOTf r.^ notice issue 

JR1 ^ (Rtffn 

trfifTO ^ I W.5T crfrmf 

^ fTT&l I ^iJ^R (?lt tfvn I 

^ c?rc'4 ^ 

^ium I ^ f^Tii i 

Nawabjada K. Nasaeullah : ^ ^ f ) 

5!F?f5T 'sn , I cHll5"rti 

^ ^ I c? wft&i or 4 T?® ▼finn (TrfrtY »ncii t35BrQ 

m ^ (RQTBr ^ «rf5r*rm 

dtsRR (?Rrnf ^ irtRi i 

liw:^ (Rtrw ^ 1 ^ (R cvr 

FfiriR gffr mry ^ ^ (Tt ^ \ 

f(R¥ Cftir wtf% 4RR ?1, ’Rf »f!Pn ^IRR 3T5lt^l ^ ^|RFR 

HT3T ^ R1 Yftfl ^9pm ^TRT^ CWp{ ^ 

<irwi m ; 4tm*t t r fi wn cwR dW wfiti dRRti tWf vRi 
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f^ grr c ^ fifOT 'q 

f5»?rt?^«hr 5R7 ^rort^r ^r^c:*ric;’t 

ftnrlTi^ ’rm c? ^«rPm or local-self 

governing institution y^Tj nomination (?rQ^ iriS^ Of fifTOf 

^rftfv^ 1 rrs ^TTT or nomination 

C^^WTr 3Tt^ ^sior ^ ^5tlfTU5 orv^ 4^ ^T! I 

(Avoick: i] 7], c-JtT^ ^Tff% ^B|1r?:^t! laughter) ^ 

c*r<ft^:^ ’sir^r^ orcaf ^rrfv? nWrr 

^SrsT? ^"t? 5rtF f^mtcwi scmtinyr^ ^ ^ 

*?t^ ’T^ '4f5t(.-^ 5t^, nomination ^tifi ?n OT 

*ft^ WOTT CTO ?t^TO >fsi<*^i ^ I ^SPhr 

ortu^ ctfftc®^ f^tKTT? c?TO ofi?i?i TO?i (?pf1‘ c^ ?f?i I ^tr^ oro^ wsr 
C^^ TO — “Rjf^ ’Tf? election<ij ‘?l'^f(.'^ <1tTO TOTST C?CTO C«^1C4il ‘'It^TO 
Sto TOT? ^ frorsfiR TO3r*f jftmc^ ^ c^ ^ 

f^ fF51 ’Ff^l C?f^ ^ ?|TTO&1 C^ TOlT^ nomination g'vffti sTTO 

I 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Depuiy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the out motions that have been moved. Very important questions 
have been raised in those cut motions, but, Sir, it has been the fashion of 
the supporters of Government to say that we the Opposition members always 
seek only to humiliate and only to expose the Government. They do not 
believe in our sincerity. We place facts, stern facts but they say without 
an enquiry into the matter that these facts have no foundation. Sir, T do 
not demand of them to accept whatever we say, but we pray that they 
should give fair consideration to what we say. Sir, yon know that times 
without number we raised the question that important privileges of the 
members in the mutter of getting replies to questions asked are always 
neglected by the rbivcrnment, I will give you the numbers of the questions. 
These facts cannot be denied. Gnstarred question No. 435 and starred 
questions Nos. 430. 443, and 43P which were admitted and sent to the 
administrative departments concenied <m 24th June, 1943, 24th June. 1943, 
25th June, 1943, and 28th June, 1943, re.spectively, have not l#een replied to 
yet. They relate to very important matters, namely, regarding information 
about a.ssault in jail, allowances Jo security prisoners and other jail griev- 
ances. These are questions. Sir, which were put in the session before last. 
In the last session starred questions Nos. 531, 532, 534 and 535 were sent to 
the administrative departments concerned on 7th September, 1943 . 7th 
September, 1943 , 8th SeptemWr, 1943 and 10th September. 1943; they have 
not been replied to yet. In this very session, I sent notice of two short- 
notice questions, namely, starred questions Nos. 275 and 276; they were sent 
to the departments concerned on 10th Februar>% 1944. and I was given 
iutiination communicating the refusal of consent on the 29t!r February, 
1944, and the 2nd March, 1944, not to speak of other questions which were 
asked this session. This is how the Government are trying to shelve matters 
only to save them from being exposed. 
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Then, Sir, I come to the question of el«?ction and nomination in the 
union boards. Irrejfularity, illegality and an improper way of conducting 
things have been a regular habit of (-irele Officers, and Subdivisional Officers 
concerned. Now, Sir, in a large number of union b(»ards in Dinajpur the 
existing presidents became unpopular. During the last general election 
they were all defeated ami invariably the Circle Officers recommended — I 
do not know the reason why — their uoininatiuu and those nominations were 
accepted by the (Government. There were cases where the elected members 
died just after the general election. These facts were promptly brought to 
the notice of the authorities, lint even when the election of the presidents 
took place after two long years of the general elections, the hye-elections in 
those vacancies caused by the death of member?, were not arranged only to 
help these presidents who w’ere defeated in the general election and who 
became unpopular. For the purpose of supporting these ilefented presidents 
nominations were given to persons wlio promised support to these candidates. 
Now, Sir, in giving nominations the whole area, the whole »‘onstituency 
was not taken into consideration. Nomination was given from the same 
particular area though there were members who were elected from that area. 
In giving noniiiiations Scheduled Castes’ claims were ignored. 

Regarding relief work <-onduc<ed by a Subdivisional Officer of my district 
we all ('ume to know yesterday when a reply to my (juestion was given 
by the Goveniment that a SubdiviNional (Officer of a particular subdivision 
realised Ks. :;^2,0(K) from certain persons. In Dinajpur which was declared 
to be a surplus district, thousands of peopb* had been living on kftchhu roots 
and starving and there were reports coming that in a village lousisting of 
12 families 19 persons died of .starvation. The Snlxlivisional Officer though 
he realised that large amount, sat tight over it, and did not try to do what 
was necessary for giving relief to those .starving people. Only Ks. 4.000 was 
spent so far and this information was given and the money was kept in a 
sealed box in the treasury only when there was some agitation and a (piestion 
asked about it This is how' things go on in a mufassil district. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
.sea t . ) 

Mr. A. M, A. ZAMAN : Sir, ft: ^17 (?T cut motion move yr .TO 'i? 
support, 6ft Ministry TORT 

I Minister %iR ^ Mn 

I He 4 8 *1^ 67 I ^ *317 Htf 8 ~ 

felTH 771 TOrn? I ^ ftrMTTi 77U5 6ft 7rtc-5f 7H7 HtftnrtPifttft c T i 'iy fr t l l ^ 
ftiT 7#hn 77: Strt ftr^, 

CHf7t7 C5i\ TTUSH, ft^l 7^^1C7 67f7 HOT '9 71 

6lte7 Titm 71, 77 ftfj? '9*71 HtPl7f(.7‘^t#l feH7 OT I 

>9*71 6t®C7 TitUJR C^SftTTTr C7t7 77rt7 fftt? 7RT ; 

(?fttl 7l7t7 TtTI^ft 61:71 f Titft 6ft <6^ 77 TtftlTtWftltt (. 7 l 5P&l l t C 7 f 

ftp 7m 770^ ? 7tl77 TCTT 4C7 7ftU7 C7971 Tt? CTTH-tTfiTi' C7C7 TCTf 7171 
C7W 4 717 ft TtCf f 1j1l7?nr7 ftfi 771 67---‘‘7tft7tP»ftt#r 
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(?ir»Wy tfiCT I sfiOT ifefSnR 

^ fw wtft, ^ c'stufw ’n ^ ffir ®f5t^ yjrrsi 
?r^ I (TifwHJ ^ ^tfiwn ^ fi«n ^ ’ht 

(Mr. CHA.U CkAHDBA Roy;: ^ttcw 57 ^ r) -tHH 

^ iiTHnra ’ft® oi 5%' on tat ^«ra jftsrt® iarJi 

’t?® Trvcs (Mr. C-HABC CHandba Roy: .ft'SYm «Rra TCt !) * 45 wr ^■ 

4’f^ 5^5 allegation 4 ? of 4*51 5l$C5 »tt5 OfCf (!**'■ Naumaksh/ 

Sanyal: heavily.) TPlftr 5f 55m C>f JUJitts 'll:? heavUy. '71-5^- 
firnr 4t — wt^r® ’tffsnrtn'^tft (TtcasWTt ifl’itiTra 5t?CT *ti 5 , "tw? oo-operativi 
c'tiTf’s cngcii et^n arftcH 4>5ii*t ^ miriffii ciw 5 >’c 5 f%f% 

realiee Tt^R r (Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Kbab : jfftw 55, allowanc< 
*115) allowance *115 '515 5lt *lt5. f?r 5 051 *lt5 1 

'515 4^ ^5l <5115 WISH'S 51? — *tlf5r5lC5‘Wri C5t»»6 l j 1 f55«« 5'95t5 *H 

Ctr^F ^ *rtT!S C5n5 department45 fV f% 'St®! ^TTm C5 55C5 
45 II 1 Chief Minister c<m 51 r '9*51 om® fV 555 5»m®5 

(71? 555^15 »tf55l5 T'S. '515 '9*51 C5 tour4 5l5 (71 51515 (71 5 T 5 55 ( 71 ? 
«t5t55? 51 *115515 tt:? (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal : ^ 

55'51171,) '5l5tm 515115 55l«t5 55m— '‘5*515 4515 OdC®’ (TTI^IOS to- 
fk55 5C5 h 815 servant %5%55 I 515151 4^55 ^5^ 513 5171 
h 55 servant froi C5 (715105 f505f®055 i? 1515161 (TFlxll 5fC5 ’ 4 ? (71 

55®6i 0505 5050® 4? <t5s6l '515C5 (mil C*t05i ? 5^5lC5 g*!® UllW 55 l 5 

TOtO®, sales tax ?X5C® (St® *l05 5lc5t m Sit* 55l05 I 9*51 505 750®5 51 5 10 55 
t'Sl ^*1 55 *llf%5l05*6l^ (.^(.Jr 6 '5l0®?, ^I5t055 5l^59'8r5 5l051 ^OI''G 
'510®. 15*1055 1^ '51551 '5lf®. TW® ’FlOSll® Glsf® 5F05 Vll551 Ministry 5 wl 5 51503 
*1155? — ®tW05 5l5 5151? ®r$45 '51551 51$? 55? 5lf^ 5t0n, mp f?|t| ^®7t5 

5l51 505 51 I C5«l05 5t1^ (71151 5l5, l!}ivil Supply Department (TtO? C 5 's l C5 '5t05l 
(71t6l ?5t5 515T1 9*51 5F5m, 'SlO'S (5^510$ (710*15 ^5051 fV '5571 505 (75 W 1 C 5 | 
9*055 45 45 5055 bank balance 51 $ (30® 1^1050®, '5l0'5l 51 (51 c505 

455 5 95 (7r0®0®? Minister c505 5157 505 *llfsnrl05*6tfl C 5 Ca»6 l 1 f l055 
550* 5f5 51105 555 5951 5t5 ($1505 ^ 575 (7151 5l05 (3 9*055 *[0(510 55? Bank 
balance C50® f?tC50® I <? 6 I 51 (5*151 (TFNl® C*t055? ' 5 l 5 4561 051*15 555 
'51505 '®-5j®t05 %(5 *1151® 51— <5l5 456l C5imfl5 0 55 51 1 55 6 l 5 l 5 
5t?05 510®, (7 t6i 5tk5 5l0® 515151 45?! (jm 551 1 ufv 45?) fVj “505157” 
551 55 ($1505? (7t6l *tH 551 505 I 5f5 51*55055 5051? enquiry 5l5 
(51505? 4? f55?1 (3f^ *K5C5 I ®t? 'TlH 55f® 5l051 0501® 6151 f®f5f^ (3f505 
05 55 W5 *tlt%5t05‘Wfl (TTOaUlft 1505 45105 9*51 505 51507 515 (7r6l 51551 
C5l8 557 55051 51. — ^5l55! 9*055 055 505 05051 I 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by my honourable friend, Mr. Oiasuddin Ahmed, regarding the aboliGon of 
aominAtioa in locnl bodm. 
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The aystem of aomiiiation is a pernicious one. It not only negative® 
the very effect of election but also frustrates the very object of such self- 
governing local bodies. It is nothing but an authority to the officials to 
officialise such local bodies and turn a local body to be a camouflage of the 
same. Nobody, however, iiualified, upright, honest or public spirited 
he might la*, can get into a h»cal bod^ ihnmgli nomination uulesN he 
is in the good books ol the local officers of his plai'e. Prom my own 
experience I can narrate uue particului instuinc \\hich will go to show how 
uoininatiuns aie made [)y local officers. Once in the capacity of Cliainnaii 
of the Jessoie Distrust Hoard I objected to the nomination of one particular 
person suggested by the Subdivisionul Officer on the ground that the man 
w^as known to he uuscrupulou>. dishonest and of «|uestionable character 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Waliur Rahman, you appear to talk 
very flueiitl\ in English although you spoke in Bengali yesterday. Hence- 
forth I hope \(ui will continue to speak in English. 


Mauivi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 can manage to speak in English 
but I can expre.ss myself much better in my (»wn language. As you desire, 
however, 1 shall continue to speak in English. 

Sir, I was saying that tin* system of nominatiim is a pernicious one 
because by this system the majority party can s()metiines be converted into 
a minority one, and a person who has abs^dutely got no chance of getting 
himself elected < an manage to find a place in a lo<*ul body only by supporting 
all tile actions of officials, right or wrong. 

Now, Sii, J shall refer to the particular incident which 1 was just going 
to place bclore yiju. I mHiuired of the Subdivisioual Officer as to why ho 
was nominating him He said that he hud to support his nominufiou on the 
ground that he was a (*onsisteut supporter of Government officers not exclud- 
ing the police officers, and that he adduced evidem e in a criminal case whi(‘h 
w^as nothing but full of deliberate falsehood so that the poliie could g(‘t 
the conviction of a numher of communists wdm were involv(*d in that case. 
He was a person who followed the officers always like a .shadow' behind them 
and who could always satisfy the whims and I’aprices of them. Sir, this 
is an instance which will fully justify my statement that unless and until 
anybody can satisfy the whims and caprices of the officers he has no chance 
to get himself appointed as a member in any local laxly. Under the 
circumstances. Sir, I think this pernicious system should be abolished 
altogether and I wholeheartedly support the motion of my hontmrable 
friend, Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed. 


Dr. QOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK : vWt 

firsts ^ ^ IScto I Civil Supplies Department Relief Department. 

Civil Supplies Department cv^fi ^ Vi I ntfyri relief 

♦ftvSTl ^ relief I VfOi diatriet CY officer ^ 

^ ^ I relief officer 

^ t 415 

wnen fin te’iKr Jitfir5 yt \ ^jfifn, cfiT. ftfin ffwfi cswttuff m 
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^ ^ 5Tr I aim c*f<f ^ i 

General Adniini8tration4;[r ^ ^RIC^ 57 ^1513T ^ 5t71 C6il I 

Ci( yfi^g Parliamentary Secretary ^ ^ C^PH partyr^ support 

wrrr — iim public lifeoi ^®r%f fV 71 7m 1 

Midnapore District Board^l ^8 7^ <fC7 of^sF^r Chairman I :)8 

:,7:ifT election ttt 7t^, local board47 a|^Rrt7 election I 

^Pr-5tt7 local board S&ni 5m^ I il^ ^8 7^ <0 oiTSfm 77 

5171 ^77T ^fPR 53TO I 5l'Qin TtTl 7TO I (Tlf^^pT? 

TTTt^^TT' fw^^tTI ¥7*7 C¥7*T 77^7 01^ 7t7 

^ ^7, 0177 ^<r7‘^ vtt?Ft7 C6C7 71 TtTH ^ 0)77 ^ <>5 

TOT 7t¥ t5t^ ^TtTtm 777J I 


Adjournment. 

The Houhc waH then adjourned at 0-45 p.in. till 3-80 p.ni. on Friday, the 
17th March, 1044, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Procee^Bgt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
17th March, 1944, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon'ble Ministers and 205 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

District Magistrate and Additional District Magistrate of Bakar^nJ. 

M72. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Tlome Department be pleased to state whether the District 
Magistrate and the Additional District Magistrate of the district of Bakar- 
ganj belong to the same community? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of posting some officer belonging to some other 
community in place of any one of the said officers? 

Khan Bahador MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khrnja Sir 
Nazlmuddin) : (a) and (h) Yen. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us to what community these two Magistrates belong? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They are both MuHlims, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to reply (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to tell u.s when they are going to find a 
Magistrate of a different community here? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is being transferred not because 
a Magistrate of another community will be posted, but be is being promoted 
to another district very soon. « 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether two men of the Hindu community are not posted 
in the same district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer i.s in the affirmative. 

81. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the Additional District Magistrate has heen 
working in the district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any definite period laid down for a District Magis> 
trate or an Additional District Magistrate to remain in a particular district? 

Khan BnfuMnr MOHAMMED ALI: Tee, Sir. 
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ij. NARENORA NATH OAS CUPTAl Is it not a fact that the Addi- 
tional District Magistrate has been working in the district for more than 
three years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice, but he is due to be 
transfeiTed very soon. 

Arrest and release el Babu Gour Chandra Saha. 

•173. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that— 

(i) Babn Gour Chandra Saha, an ex-political prisoner of Dacca, was 
arrested in his father-in-law’s place at Kamalaghat on the 22nd 
January, 1944, by the 4th officer of Munshiganj thana; 

(it) on arrival at the Munshiganj thana he was abused and assaulted 
by the officers and constables of the thana ; 

(lii) he was detained the whole night in the thana lock-up ; and 
(iv) he was released the next morning? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the reasons 
of his arrest? 

(c) If the answers to {a) (ii) to (iv) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken or are pro- 
posed to be taken in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) ; Yes. 

(u) No. 

(m) Yes; as no one stood surety for him. 

(iv) Yes; when a muktear stood surety for him. 

(h) He was arrested on information that he had been concealing his 
presence at Kamalaghat with the intention of committing crime. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to answer (/>>, is the 
Government aware that the father-in-lj^w of Babu Gour (’hamlra Saha at 
whose place he was arrested is a big businessman of Kamalaghat? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Babu, Gour Chandra Saba carries an extensive import and order supplying 
busineSvS at Dacca and at Kamalaghat and that on the day of the occurrence 
he was at his father-in-law’s place in connection with his own business? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I submit, Sir, that the question does 
arise, because Governi»«nt has said that he had been concealing his presence 
at Kamalaghat with the intention of committing crime. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I am sorry. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gour Chandra Saha w'as involved 
in a oata in 1937. He waa arretted asdtr aeotion SSS, I.P.C., robbery, and 
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nentencej in this connection to rigorous imprisonment for 6 yetrs nnil was 
fined Rs. 1,000. He had been under detention from 1937 to 1943 and* 
therefore, the statement of the honourable member that he has been carrying 
on business is not correct. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, my question is this : is the Govern- 
ment aware that he is at present carrying on a big busine.ss IhereP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is otherwise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that during 
the time Balm (lour Chandra Saha was at his father-in-law’s j>lHce lie was 
freely and openly moving about in connection with business’^ 

Mr SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state of vrliat sort of crime Government had suspected this 
gentleman P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was once convicted for robbery 
and senteiu'ed to five years’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to tell ns wdiether the ]M)lice investigation in this case has been 
completed ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
.state whether aiiy other person was arrested in connei’tion wdlh the alleged 
contemplated crime P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it he possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to give us definitel\ tlie nature of tin* crime he was (contemplating 
to commit P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was arrested under section 54, 
Cr. P. V. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer is the 

Goveniinent aware that the said Balm Gour ('handra Saha even today hears 
the mark of personal injury inflicted by the Police P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Was Babu Gour Chandra Saha personally 
examined to elicit the real information about the allegation made in this 
que.stion P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Wfll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Government is considering the desirability of instituting a 
proper enquiry into the incident allowing Babu Gour Chandra Saha to place 
his case before the authority that is constituted for the purpose P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Investigation of whatP There has 
been no complaint. 
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Aliagad proMOutiOfi of oertaiii Muslims in Tamiuk subdivition. 

M74. Kfian Bahadur ALFAZUDDIN AHMED;, (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae Department aware of the fact that the 
Muslims who went to protect the Sutahata thana in the Tamiuk subdivision 
of the Midnapore district during last September against Congress mob, were 
prosecuted by the Police on a charge of attacking the thana? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has 
been taken in the matter? 

(c) If no action has been taken as yet, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Khan BMdur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Supply of paddy seeds in Bengal. 

M75. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKAR: {a} Will the Hou'ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state the quantity of 
paddy seeds supplied to different districts of the Province? 

(b) Is it a fact that — 

(/) these seeds did not germinate in many of these districts; and 

{ti) the (losaba seeds supplied to Sagore police-station in the 24-Pargana8 
did not grow at all and that a large tract of land in that area 
remains uncultivated? 

(c) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, it any. 
Government are taking or propose to take to supply good seeds tins year? 

(d) Is it a fact that many of the growers and cultivator.s rould not get 
supply of i>addy seeds from the Government? 

(e) If so, will the Hon 'hie Minister he jdeased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hoeain); {(n A statement, 
showing the quantity of seeds supplied in the different districts, is laid on 
the Library Table. 

(6) (i) Germination of some of the seeds distributed was not satisfactory. 
Purchase and distribution had to l)e made at short notice and on a gigantic 
scale last year. The staff was also inadequate and not use<l to work of such 
magnitude. The seeds supplied in some places were, therefore, not of good 
quality. 

(it) No Gosaba seed was distributed by tbe Agriculture Department in 
police-station Sagore. Some Gosaba seeds were distributed by the Collector 
of 24-Parganas, and the germination of some of these seeds was slightly 
affected as a result of transport difficulties. 

(c) Arrangements are now being made for purchase and storing of good 
seeds for distribution in 1944-46. Government have sanctioned the inirchase 
of 30^000 maunds of aus and 142,000 maunds of aman paddy seeds for the 
purpose. 
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(d) Oovernraeut could not possibly snj^ly seeds to all the -4giowers. 
Only those who were in extreme need were supplied. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Maulyi MUHAMMAD ISRAILi With reference to answer (ft), will 
the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether the seeds supplied were 
at all tested in the Afrriculture Department before they were supplied P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN HOSAIN: 

Yea, they were tested. 

Mfa SHAHEDALIS AVill the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state who 
were the agencies who purchased these seeds P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN HOSAIN s 

The J)iatrict Agricultural Officers purchased the seeds. 

Mft DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state wherefrom these seeds were purchased? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H 08 AIN! 

They were purchased generally in the district itself. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he plea.sed to state what kinds of nman paddy are 
lieing procured ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H 08 AIN; 

This year we are only procuring departmental amatt seeds. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF* Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the names of different kinds of seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H 08 AIN! 

1 want notice, 

Babu MADHU8ADAN BARKER: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the (iovernraent compensated those persons whose 
seeds did not grow satisfactorily? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H 08 AIN: 

No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state when the nman paddy seeds for 1943-44 w'ere distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H 08 AIN: 

From the month of June. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in Eastern Bengal districts where deep water aman 
paddy is grown, deep water aman paddy seeds were distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO8AIN1 

Very little. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that deep water aman paddy seeds are sown in the months of Falgoon and 
Chaitraf 

Tho Hon’bla Khan Bahadiir 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOiAINi 

Tea. 
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Mavlvi AiU HOSSAIN SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state at what rate the aman seeds are being purchased in the 
moffiissil this yearF 

The Hon^Me Khen Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The pricre fixed was Rs. 13 — Rs. 14 for hut now it has been increased 
to Rs. 10. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Will the Hoirhle Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that, in the inofassil, specially in the 
district of Rangpur, the market rate of paddy seeds practically varies from 
Rs. b to Its. 7 per maund? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do not think so. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN BARKER: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a posi- 
tir)n to set up iin enquiry into the matter 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

1 will enquire if the honourable member wants it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of distiibiiting deep water paddy seeds 
in large quantities? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Only if there is demand for it. 

Maulvr ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: With reference to answer (/y)(iV), 
will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state the proportion of seeds who.se 
germination wiis affected? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

1 am not in a position to say. Those pa<hly seeds were distrilmted by the 
(h)lle(itor and the Department had nothing to <lo with them. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has obtained uiin information from ihe Collector 
us to the proportion of seeds affected? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Report was received from the Collector that it was affected. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the fact that at the present moment seeds are l>eing 
purchased from the market whether they are fit for germinating purposes 
or not? 

Tho Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

A germination test is always made before .seeds are purchased. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer 
(c), will the HoiCble Minister be pleased to state what are the arrangements 
for the storing of good seeds and whether they are stored in each sub- 
divisional or district headquarters? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tho iolkoibe for building seeds store houses has just l>een sanctioned and we 
mre trying to secure these store houses or godowns in every subdivision. 
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S). HARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is there any controlled nU for 
f the purchase of seeds F 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOBAI Ms 

Yes, there is, but it does not arise out of the question. 

Maufvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware of the fact that some system is in vogue in many parts 
of the country where a particular kind of seed is necessary? 

The Hoit*ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The Department has decided tliat the (Tovernment policy should be only to 
procure departmental seeds and distribute them. In certain districts, 
certain quantity is allott^ed to parti(Milar subdivision.^. Beyond that, 
ordinary seeds Government does not undertake lo purchase and distribute 
unless there is any real scarcity on account of any agricultural disaster. 

Mauivi AHMED ALf MRIDHA: Will the IToirhIe Minister be pleased 
to state if we are to understand that the Government do not undertake any 
responsibility at all for the supply of seeds of broadcasting varieties? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

If there are departmental seeds of broadcasting varieti(‘s, they are distribut- 
ing them also. ^ 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is his information whether there are seeds of broadcasting 
varieties available in Bengal or not ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am not in a position to say without making an em|uiry. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With relcience to answer (r), will 
the Hoirble Minister be jileased to say whether any private organisation or 
party has been engaged for the purcha.se oi seeds to b<* distribut(‘d ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tenders are called for and purcliases made from contractors. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Wi th reference to answer (</), will the 
Grovernment be pleased to .state what is the test of the need? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The report of the local officers is the test of the need. 

S|. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: With reference to an.swer (c), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to give us an idea of the arrangements? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 
As I have said, there will be a seed store in every subdivision and there the 
purchased aeeds will be stored for distribution in time. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Tlon’ide Minister be pleased to 
state the procedure adopted for the distribution of seeds last year? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 
Last year the whole thing had to be done hurriedly and there was practically 
no procedure. District Agricultural Officers were entrusted with the task 
of procuring seeds and making over to demon.strators for distribution. 
Through these demonstrators di.stribution was made to parts of the province 
which were absolutely in need of them. 

12 
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Matllvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view of the la^t famine and in view of the fact that 
almost all the aus paddy has been consumed by the grower the 30,000 
maunds is wholly inadequate for the purpose? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That was the departmental policy. We could not get more than 30,000 
maunds of departmental seeds. Ordinary seeds would l>e purchased from 
traders by agriculturists and no Government have arranged that agricultural 
loans will be given liberally for the purchase of ordinary seeds. 

Mfi MDi ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
in view of the late arrival of seeds lust year, what steps Government intend 
to take to see that proper distribution is made in 1044-45? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Last year sanction was not obtained till after we took charge of the Ministry, 
i.e., it was obtained in the month of May w’hereas this year we have already 
given sanction in the month of December. Sanction has been given and 
purchases are already being made and therefore the distribution will be in 
time. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will tl^Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the approximate date when the distribution will be made this year. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Just before the sowing time. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the (bq)iirtniental seeds are from the departmental farms 
or from elsewhere P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is from farms as also from registered cultivators who have grown depart- 
mental seeds on their own land. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BIS WAS: In view of the fact that the season 
time is at hand, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government is ready to distribute seeds at present ? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, it is ready. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer just now given 
by the Hon’ble Minister that no compensation was given to those whose 
seeds did not germinate, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government considers it desirable to make an enquiry and compen- 
sate those people whose seeds did not genninateP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 
I do not think there was any case in which the seeds did not germinate at 
all, but the percentage of germination might have been less than what it 
should have been. Government does not intend to make any enquiry suo 
mah* but if any case is brought to the notice of the Government, it will 
See ’!^’4iat can l>e done. 

SJ. MANINDRA BHU8AN SfNHA: May I enquire of the Hon ble 
Minister if any step has been taken against any District Agricultural Officer 
responsible for procuring bad seeds? 
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The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

Several of the Demonstrators were clismisseil, one or (wo were suspended 
and some District Agricultural Officers were reprimanded, so far as I know. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hoiride Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis the seeds would be distributed}^ Will it be on the 
last year’s soa basis or on a changed basis 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AiN: 

These departmental seeds will be distributed on alternate methods: the 
agriculturists will be asked eitiu'r to purchase, if thi‘v can, on payment of 
cash price, buijf they are n(»t prepare<l to pa\ the price in cash they would 
be given loan on (icru basis, that is. if they take 1 maund this year, they 
will have to return H inauinls next .\ear, or, in the alternative, the actual 
price of the seed at which Government jnirchased it. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Tn view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state why the .wa basis has been 
raised to dera basis this year}^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Because the difference was so grtsit that (he loss to G(»verninent would otlier- 
wise be extremely heavy. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Compensation paid to victims of enemy bombing. 

79. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what is the total number of compensation claims caused by the 
casualties from bombing of oth December, 1943; 

(ii) what has been the total amount granted on this score; 

(fit) how much time is needed from the date of the incident to the date 
of payment to the injured or his dependants; 

(iv) whether any amount has been actually paid on this account by the 
lat of February, 1944 ; and 

(r) if *80, how much? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state — 

(i) wbat steps have been taken for the identification of those who lost 

their lives from the last bombing; 

(ii) how many of the dead have been identified and the relatives inform- 

ed; and 

(in) whether the dependants of the deceased are sent at Government cost 
to their homes if they so desire? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddifi) : (a) (t) Total 

number of claime, 136 — 

Temporary allowance — 81. 

Disability pension — 6. 

Family pension and/or children’s allowance — 49. 

(if) Total amount awarded so far amounts to Rs. 350-8 for temporary 
allowance and R8.58-8 per mensem for family pension and/or children’s 
allowance. 

(m) The time required for disposing of a claim case under the War 
Injuries Scheme depends upon several factors. If the medical certificate, 
the f,ainfully occupied person’s certificate and the identification reports are 
available along with the application, an award can be given forthwith. 
The awards are delayed if the dependants of the deceased persons live out- 
side the Province on account of the time taken in verifying the dependants. 

No information is available as payments are made through the post 

oflBcee, 

(v) Does not arise. 

(b) (t) Reports from various hospitals, first aid posts, cremation and 
burial grounds were daily collected by the Post Raid Information vServices 
and information wanted by any member of the public regarding any person 
killed in air raid was made available from the respective infonnation offices. 
The Police also took photographs of many of the unidentified dead bodies, 
which are preserved in the Post Raid Information Office at Pollock House, 
Pollock Street, Calcutta, and shown to enquirers. 

(n) Eighty-five dead have been identified and relatives informed. 

(tit) No. They are allowed to stay in relief centres for three days and 
are provided with free food. They are, however, required to make their own 
arrangements after that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the total amount of Rs. 350-8 for temporary allowance 
related to the 81 cases concerned P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwa]i 8HAHABUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of disabled persons caused by bombing P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the question is, what 
is the total number of compen.sation claims caused by the casualties from 
bombing of 5th December, 1943, to which an answer has been given. The 
total number of casualties has not been asked for and I cannot give the 
figure off-hand. I think the question does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, disability pension has 
been granted only to six persons and therefore my question is, how many 
persons have been disabled by bombing. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, my answer is clear 
that out of 136 claims six have been given disability pension. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 
(a)(i), I have put, Sir, a pointed question, namely, how many persons 
were disabled by bombinji!: so tliat we may ascertain out of how many cases 
disability pension has been given to six cases? 

(No answer.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 
(h)(ii)^ how many dead bodies have not been identified? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is u fact tliat for want of proper facilities for identification 
a large number of dead bodies remained unidentified? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Iloiride Mini.ster be pleased 
to state whether sufficient opportunity was given and due notice was given 
so that people could identify the dead bodies? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I suppose so. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a fact that just after the bomb- 
ing of Hdtibagau area many disabled bodies were immediately removed by 
the military without any opportunity being given in the first instance for 
identification ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 am unable to give 
any answer to that question because that happened during the regime of 
the last Ministry. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With regard to family pension, 
what is the maximum allowance given to each family? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; With reference to answer (6)(m), 
when an earning member is killed by bombing, has the Government thought 
it desirable to send his dependants home at Government cost? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Government give them 
assistance. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state what is the basis and what are the considerations upon which these 
pensions and allowances are granted? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On the basis of the scheme 
drawn up by Government. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the claim allowable under the War Injuries Scheme is extremely 
insufficient ? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: That is a matter of opinion, 

but Government are prepared to examine that question. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the figures mentioned in aiisw’er to are in regard to 

industrial labourers or to the entire casualty as a result of that bombing? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is the total number of 

claims received up to that date. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the number of labourers involved in this bombing? 

The Han’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAfHABUDDIN: I want notice for that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House, with reference to the answer given by him just now% how many 
families have been sent at Government cost? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 will not be able to answer 
that oif'haud. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; I misunderstood the answer. My ques- 
tion was whether Government thinks it desirable that while the earning 
member of the family 

Mr. SPEAKER: That he has already replied. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I understood him saying that Govern- 
ment is sending them at Government cost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He never said that. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Will the llon'])le Minister be pleased to 
state how many claims out of Idb have been granted? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 will not be able to tell 
ott'-haud. 


Number of non-politioal security prisoners in Bengal. 

80. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (r/) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of persons now in detention as non-political security 
prisoners in the Province; 

(a) the number of persons so detained for more than (i) two years, (2) 
three years, (3) four years, and (4) five years; 

(Hi) the reasons for such detention; 

(iv) the provisions made for families and dependants of such prisoners; 

(v) whether any machinery exists for periodic examination of the cases 
of such prisoners with a view^ to their release and other facilities; 
(w) whether charges against these prisoners are made known to them; 
(vii) wliether opportunities are provided for their explaining themselves 
and meeting such charges; and 

(vtii) what provisions, if any, have been made for extending facilities to 
such prisoners for better equipment in life f 
(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state Government's attitude 
towards the question of releasing such prisoners in general? 

MINI8TER in obarge of tho^ HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 

Kbwaja 8ir Nazimuddin); (a)(v) 2,539 on the 31 st January, 1944. 

(♦*) The information asked for is not readily available. 

(tit) They have been detained with a view to preventing them from acting 
in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public safety, 
the maintenance of public order and the efiioient prosecution of the war. 
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(iv) The considerations of their detention are regulated by rule 72 of the 
li. S. P. Buies, 1940, of which a copy is in the Library, and according to 
those conditions they are entitled to treatment as Division III convicts 
provided in the Bengal Jail Code, except Chapter XXI of the said Code. 
These persons had no fixed place of residence and no ostensible means of 
subsistence. No provision has been made for their families and dependants 
as there is no provision for it in the said code for Division III convicts. 

(r) It has been decided to appoint a retired District and Sessions Judge 
to review the cases of all criminal security prisoners. 

(vi) and (vii) This will now be done under section 7 of the Restriction 
and Detention Ordinance, 1944. 

{vitt) and (b) The prisoners are habitual criminals of the goonda class 
whose being at large in Calcutta, Howrah and the suburbs in the present 
black-out condition would be a very serious menace to the life and property 
of the innocent citizen. I regret the necessity of keeping the men under 
detention and will certainly see that they are released as .soon as it is safe to 
do so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (^)(r). 
will the Hon’ble Minister be i)l(*ased to give us the dale when the decision 
was taken and when the actual appointment is expected P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The approval of His Excellency was 
received on the 2n(l Marcii and therefore the appointment is going to be made 
very soon. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the IbmTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether (lovernment is aware that wives of many of these 
prisoners on account of long separation and want of subsistence allowance 
have taken new husbands? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: riovernment is not aware of that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Governinent have HMteived various applications from 
prisoners— one class of prisoner.s being residents of jirovinces outside Bengal 

and they have stated in their a|>plications tlial they want never to remain 

in this province and go back to their own provinces? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of releasing tliosc prisoners who are in detention for more 
than two years subject to the restriction that they will not enter into Calcutta, 
Howrah and the suburbs, as referred to in the answer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that a 
machinery is being set up to examine the cases of these criminal security 
prisoners and a retired District and Sessions Judge will be presiding over 
the body. Therefore, that question does not arise because all these cases will 
be put up before. the revising machinery. 

Mr. 8A8AMKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that from various prisons Superintendents 
have recommended a large number of cases for immediate release and that 
Government have not yet passed orders upon those recommendations? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All these cases will be referred to 
that rcvihin^^ authority. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: landing the revision of the cases, 
do fbjverniiieiji consider the desirabiliiy of revising the rules as to the treat- 
ment of these detenus in jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no such proposal before the 
(iovernment. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the hardship caused to 
their farnili(‘s will Government consider it desirable that the provision of 
grant iiig fdlowunce to their families and dependants should be revised? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no provision for grant of 
family allowance to criminal security jirisoners. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will Government consider the desir- 
ability of revising the rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer ‘T regret the 
nei^essity of keeping the men under detention and will certainly see that they 
are released as soon as it is saf(‘ to do so” will the Hoirble Minister l>e 
pleased to state what is the reason then for apjiointing a retired District 
Judge for reviewing their cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Just to see whether a case is safe 
enough for release. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the II on ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state how many of these security prisoners aviuv killed and how many of 
them w(U*e wounded during the last shooting in ihe Herhamjiore Jail? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion (loi-M not nrise. 

Mr. HARIPAOA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hoirble Minist(*r aware 
that tliese prisoners are illegally eom])elled to labour against their will 
although that is a criminal offence under section 174, !.?.(’.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to slate whether a number of these security prisoners have beeu shot dead 
or wounded by shooting? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quostion not iirise out of thi.s. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, this is a question which has been 
deliberately kept back by Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what provisions there are for keeping these prisoners in 
occupation ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the Bengal Jail Code and rule 77 of the Bengal Security Prisoners’ Rules. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it a fact that in some of these 
jaila such prisoners art» made to work against the Jail CJode whereas in other 
jails there is no work provided for them P 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Nothing is done against the provi- 
sions of the Jail Code. 

Mauivi ABU HOS8AIH SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether anj^ one of these security prisoners are detained in the 
Berhampore Jail P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 want notice. 

Mri ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pelased 
to state the number of these security prisoners in the Berhampore Jail six 
months back and their present number P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 w’ant notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether representations have la'cn received by Government 
from such prisoners that unless the question of their release is considered 
quickly, they will resort to hunger-strike P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in one of these jails, as a mailer of fact, there was 
a hunger-strike P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Massage from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Secretary then read the following message: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked to 
the Bengal Public (iarnhling (Amendment) Bill, PM4, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative ('oumdl at its meeting held on the ISth February, 11144.” 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

( After adjoiirnjiient.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

2S— General Administration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the liead “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Ka. 100, to raise a discussion about the 
deterioration in the communal situation in the province due mainly to — 

(i) non-adherance to the provisions and the spirit of the communal 
ratio in the Services Rules, 

(n) introduction of communal consideration in the selection of 
contractors and approved dealers and agents, 

(Hi) persistence in legislation affecting the interests of a particular 
comiAunity without seeking their co-operation and general 
agreement. 

Sir, it is not without a certain amount of hesitation that I invite the 
attention of the House to this important problem. Sir, I would very much 
like tke Chief Minister to be present here during this discussion. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am taking notes. Don’t worry. 


Mfi SPEAKER: The Chief Minister is absent with my permission. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, when this new Ministry came into 
office we made it clear as we have been emphasising ever since the new 
constitution came into force that so far as the Congress is concerned we 
place communal harmony above everything else in the country. It was 
mainly because in our view it is on the basis of communal harmony alone 
that India’s independence can be secured. When Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
had certain informal di.scussion with various party leaders before his Ministry 
was formed, we emphasised that, so far as we were concerned, we shall look 
up to his Government if he could compose any to maintain communal harmony 
above everything else, and if communal harmony and the civil liberties were 
maintained irrespective of persons or personalities we might l>e prepared to 
examine the actions of the Ministry on their merit. 

Today, Sir, I stand to invite the attention of the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
to the position to which the country has been reduced by certain action 
that has been perpetuated for some time past and whicb bis Government also 
has allowed to continue and which, in our humble opinion, lias further 
deteriorated the communal situation in this province. 

The first item of our objective is what is known as the communal ratio 
in the Services Rules or the Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal 
Ratio) Rules of 1940. The rules have a long history behind them. The 
responsibility for promulgating the.se rules lies mainly upon certain members 
not merely of this Homse but also outside, some of whom have been 
prominently taking part in this demand ever since the new constitution was 
brought into operation. And my grievance about the formation <»f the 
clauses of the rules would be taken up at a dilferent stage*. What I iieiw 
want to invite yeuir attention to is the application of those provisions, rightly 
or wrongly promulgated, for securing the interest of particular minority 
communities (*r majority in this piovinee. 

Communal ratio in the Services Buies pn)vide‘d that these rules would 
not apply to promotions and promotions would continue to he determined 
purely on mt‘rit. It has been brought to our notice, however, that Govern- 
ment has been circumventing the application (»f merit alone as the considera- 
tion for promotion by bolding up a large number of vacancies for a pretty 
long time and promotions are not being proceeded with as and when they 
are due. 

The second provision that has in our humble opinion been infringed is 
with regard to the provision in proviso to clause 9 of the rules, that in case 
of direct recruitment if the qualified candklates of any community are 
insufficient in any year to fill all the posts reserved for that community, the 
vacancies left unfilled shall, without regard being had to the interest of any 
community, be filled in accordance with tlie result of the competitive 
examination by qualified candidates of other communities in order of merit 
and no deduction on that account shall be made from the vacancies reserved 
to be filled by competitive examination in that service, department or office 
or branch of that aarvice, department or office in subsequent years. 
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Tliis proviso also is attached to clause 10 of the rules wkere direct reoruit* 
meut otherwise than by competitive examination is provided. Thi© net 
result of this proviso is that in any particular year the total number of 
vacancies are to l>e determined and the percentage to be applicable for 
different communities would also l>e knowm, so that in the event Of candi* 
dates of a particular community not forihcoming, the service would be 
thrown open to members of other communities that may have qualified 
candidates. 

1 submit, Sir, that this rule in many cases is not being followed. The 
number of vacancies are allowed to accumulate to tbe detriment and prejudice 
of suitable qualified candidates of otiier communities. 

Tbe third complaint that 1 want to lodge is with regard to the recruit^ > 
ment of non-Bengalis. Sir, there is no provision in the Communal Services 
Rules w’hicli entitles the Government to hold back uu appointment meant for 
a particular community from other communities on the plea tliai they would 
go to other provinces outside Bengal for obtaining suitable candidates. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I w'ould like to have another 7 minutes’ time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, Dr. Saiiyal, I cannot allow tlint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, allow’ me 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have yet got two minutes’ time. All right, you 
go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AKYAL: The other point tliut we find has been 
infringed is with regard to the Scheduled Castes. It was provided, Sir, 
that 1-j per cent, ot the services would go to Scheduled Castes. While the 
Government have been meticulously careful alxmt certain communities, the 
Scheduled Castes, among the Hindus, are generally going by default. 

It is stated that suitable candidates are not tortheomiug. if that 
standard is to be applied, I believe the community that had the largest 
percentage reserved would also sulier in the same way, if not in a more 
deplorable manner than the Scheduled Castes. 

1 will pass on to the next point, viz., the iiiiroduetion of communal 
considerations in the selection of contrac tors, etc. But before doing no I 
would submit that in regard to the Communal Ratio in the Services Rules 
various objections were raised about the applicability of these rules to 
technical and expert services. We exiiecled that having regard to an 
informal assurance given by a previous Government, so far as posts that 
required skill and technical knowledge went, Government would see that 
the Communal Ratio in the Services Rules did not stand in the way of 
getting the Wst men possible. I have before me an advertisement 
published in the C(dc\Ltta GifcetU a few weeks ago where the post of 
Professor of Clinical and Operative Surgery, Calcutta Medical College, and 
Surgeon, Medical College Hospital, has been reserved for Muslims only. 

I would not quarrel with any candidate if he has got the best qualifications 
among the community, but I submit that where the life <»f the present 
generation is involved and the teaching of the younger generation for 
future expert work is concerned it is really not fair or wise to introduce 



DEMAND FOB GEANT. 


[17th Ma£CBj 


m 

communal considerations, and no community would ultimately gain if such 
insistence is made. Further I find that in the Dacca Intermediate College, 
the Frofessor of Fhysics has been advertised for Muslims only. The Professor 
of Physiology in the Calcutta Presidency College had also been reserved for 
Muslims, as a result of which, having no suitable Muslim candidate avail- 
able, for the last three years the post has remained vacant. The students 
of today have no opportunity of getting proper training and teaching from 
a qualified Professor because no Muslim is available! Similarly there is one 
post of Superintendent of the Bengal Vaccine Institute, an expert post; on 
the production of this Institute, the lives of millions of our countrymen are 
dependent. That post has been reserved for Muslims, the result of which 
• is that we are likely to lose the services of an eminent expert who has been 
in that work for years past. 

Coming to the second issue, I had invited the attention of this House 
to the fact that during the regime of the present Ministry in the notification 
of Government, dated the 9th December, 1943, it has been laid down that 
all contractors of the Communicatioms and Works Department would in 
future be divided in the proportion of 1 : 1 of Muslims and non-Muslims 
and what is more astonishing is that if a 8iifii(‘ient number of Muslim 
contractors are not available, not more than 60 per cent, of the total allot- 
ment should be given to non-Muslims and every effort should be made to 
give maximum possible assistance to the training of Muslim contractors. 
It is not clear what wdll happen to the job where half the job will only be 
done and the other half will remain unfinished. 1 cannot understand or 
conceive how it will work in practice. If a road is to be constructed from 
one place to another, is it contemplated that half of it would be finished 
and the other half would remain unfinished until suitable Muslim contractors 
are available? Is that the idea? If that is the manner in which such things 
are going to be conducted, 1 am afraid the country would be faced with a 
terrible disaster for the Muslims as well as for the Hindus. 

The third important point is with regard to legislation. AVe have before 
US in particular two pieces of legislation in regard to which certain com- 
munities felt that infringement of their rights and privileges was 
contemplated. It was agreed informally that Sir Nazimuddin would see 
that when such legislation would be introduced, he would get the major 
communities more or less satisfied and if not satisfied call a conference. 
But, Sir, the inaniier in which these pie<‘es of legislation are being considered 
and pressed for leaves us little doubt that Sir Nazimuddin’s Government 
is rather following the way of the previous Governments and trying to 
continue the policy of repression of one community in the interests of 
another. 

In these three ways. Sir, I submit that the communal situation in the 
country is further getting more and more deteriorated. My esteemed 
friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhur Sanyal has also pointed out how the question of 
music before mos([ue has also not been solved and at least at one place 
immersion of deities has been held up. AA^e had some expectation from the 
Mu.slim League enthusiasts. AA^e thought tluit if we allowed such things 
to be bandied by them, better treatment of Hindus would come out. But 
we are thoroughly disappointed. AA’e now feel and we are now seeing what 
is in store in future Pakistan for the Hindus of Bengal. 
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(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,L3,0()0 under the head “25 — General Administration” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion al)out the reactionary attitude 
of the Government in filing an appeal against the concurrent decisions of 
the High Court and the Federal Court against the validity of certain 
sections of Ordinance II of 1942 otherwise known as the Special Courts 
Ordinance. 

Sir, before I deal with the subject-matter of my motion I 
desire to make certain prefatory’ observations about the position of, 
the Federal Court in this country. The Federal (^nirt is functioning 
under the present constitution under which we are acting today. It 
was not in existence before. Tt \\as brouglit into existence by the Govern- 
ment of India A('t of 1935. As you are aware, Sir, th(‘ Federal Court has 
three jurisdictions. Tt has an original jurisdi(‘tion, original and exclusive 
jurisdiction, in any dispute between the Fc'deration and the Fnits of 
Federation where the dispute involves any (|uestion on which tlie existence 
or extent of a legal right depends. .Next, Sir, it lias an a[>pellate jurisdie- 
tion, i.e., an appeal ean lie to it against any judgment or decree of a High 
Court in matters involving an interpretation of the Constitution Act or an 
Order in Council. Tt has a third function to perfonn, viz., its advisory 
capacity, in which capacity it can express opinion on (juostions referred 
to it hv the Governor-General. It is thus the highest judicial authority 
in matters (*onstitutioiial in this land. 

Now, Sir, when tlie proposal for the Federal (’ourt was made in the 
white paper, the Joint Committee expressed themselves thus eoneerning its 
appellate jurisdietion. T am nderring to paragrapli 325 of the report of 
the Joint Committee. They observed: 

“We had at first thought that on a constitutional issue appeals should 
lie without leave. But we appreciate that in a country” (I wmuld 
stress the fling at this country, Sir,) “where litigation is so much 
in favour this might result in an excessive number of unnecessary 
appeals. We therefore approve the proposal in the* white paper 
though w’e think that the Federal ('ourt ought to have a summary 
power of disposing of appeals or applications for leave to appeal, 
in any case where they appear to he frivolous or vexatious or 
brought only for the purpose of delay.” 

Now, Sir, the Committee thought that a brake was necessary even on 
appeals from the Federal Court also because this country was a litigiou.s 
country in their opinion and therefore no appeal from a decision of the 
Federal Court should he allowed to the Privy Council unless the Federal 
Court gave the l^ave or unless leave was obtained from the Privy (Council. 
Little did they think that the G(>verniiient — that their Government in this 
country — would be the first to take advantage, Sir, of the provision for 
leave and would rush to appeal to the Privy Council even against a decision 
which simply approved of the decision of a High Court. 



m 


DEMAND FOB GRANT. 


[17th Maecb, 


Now, Sir, I am referring to the subject-matter of my motion. Two 
questions of capital importance went for the decision of the highest judi- 
ciary in the land last year, one relating to the validity of Rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules — the question that was taken on appeal from the 
Bombf|y High Court to the Federal Court, — and the other decided by the 
Calcutta High Court relating to the validity of sections 5, 10 and 16 of 
Ordinance II, known as Special Courts Ordinance. Now, Sir, so far as 
the first appeal was concerned which is known as Keshab Talpadey Case, 
there the Bombay High Court and the Federal Court differed and it is 
reported that the Bombay Government, not satisfied with the decision of 
the Federal Court, are probably taking an appeal to the Privy Council. But^ 
what about the Bengal case? In the Bengal case the Calcutta High C(mrt 
has found that sections 5, 10 and 16, i.e., the sections creating the Special 
Court and conferring jurisdiction on them and laying d<ywn the procedure 
of trial or rather the farce of a trial in those courts — are invalid, if not, 
ultra viras^ and the Federal Court approve<l of that very decision of the 
Calcutta High Court, a decision to which the Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court was a party. Here is a decision, Sir, which is a concurrent 
decision: two highest courts of appeal in India, the High Court and the 
highest judicature established by the Constitution agreed on a point, namely, 
that sections 5, 10 and 16 of the Special (^’ourts Ordinance are invalid. T 
am here giving a suinmar>^ of the decision as embodied in the head note 
of the case. This is the substance of the decision of the Federal Court: 
“Sections 5, 10 and 16 of the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance (II of 
1942) are invalid. Accordingly, a trial under the Ordinance by a Special 
court of an offence triable by the court and under the ])ro(‘edure prescribed 
by the Criminal Pr(K*edure Code is without jurisdiction.” Remember, Sir, 
hundreds and thousands of persons have suffered at the hands of these 
illegal courts. The decision continues: “The subject-matter of the 
Ordinance is not beyond the Ordinan(‘e-making pow(‘rs of the ftovemor- 
General. But the above provisions, affetting the Ciiminal Procedure Code 
and the jurisdiction of the Hig-h Court under the Code as well as the I/etters 
Patent, are invalid inasmuch as the Ordinance does not by itself repeal 
sections 5, 28 and 29 of the Code which subject to section Ki/'i thereof, must 
by virtue of section 292 of the Con.stitution Act, govern every criminal 
proceeding, both as regards the tribunal and the procedure, until altered or 
repealed or amended by a competent liCgislature or other competent 
authority. Nor does the Ordinance, assuming an Ordinance can do so, by 
itself take away the jurisdiction of the High Court which, by virtue of 
section 228 of the Constitution Act must continue to be in force until 
affected by an Act of the appropriate liegislature. Nor does it by itself 
create a special jurisdiction or power within the meaning of section 1(.2) 
of the Code such as is saved by that section.” 

After declaring that these sections were invalid, it proceeded to say 
that there ivas a delegation of legislative authority which could not be 
properly done. (At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was 
allowed five minutes more to finish hia speech.) “It is only the order ot 
the executive authority passed under sections 5, 10 or 16 of the Ordinance, 
in respect of each ease or group or class of cases that in fact operates to 
repeal the provisions of the Code and divest the regular Courts of their 



DEMAND FOR GRANT, 


1944. J 


1S9 


jurisdiction, to invest the Special Courts with jurisdiction to try 
any particular case or group or class of cases and to take away 
the powers of the High Court. Delegation of such power to the 
executive, to be exercised in their absolute and unrestricted discretion, 
without any limitations and without any legislative provision or direction 
laying down the policy or conditions of criteria by reference to which 
power is to be exercised, is not delegation of exe(‘utioii of the law by 
filling in details but delegation of legislative authority and as such is 
invalid, particularly having regard to the relationshij) between the execu- 
tive and the legislature in India and to the conception of the Ordinance- 
making power in the Constitution Act when* it is connected with the personal 
judgment and discretion of the Govenior-Oeneral.’' 

Then they explained what was the difference. Sir, that obtained between 
England and India in this respect, and that is very instnictive. Tbey 
observed: “Before applying the analogy bused on the English practice as to 
emergency legislation, certain differentiating circumstances must be b(»rne 
in mind. In England, even emergency legislation is parliamentary legis- 
lation or Order in Council passed under the authority of parliamentary 
statute and it is always subject to parliamentary control, including in the 
last resort the right to insist on the annulment or modification of the Order 
in Council or even the repeal or modification of the statute itself. TTnder 
the Indian Constitution, tlie Ix^gislature has no share in or control over 
the making of an Ordinance or the exercise of powers thereunder, nor has 
it any voice in asking for its repeal or modification. Again, anything like 
a serious excess in the use of s])e('ial emergency powers will, under the 
English practice, be a Tiiattcr which Parliament cun take note of when the 
time comes for passing the usual Indemnity A(‘t on tin* termination of the 
emergency. That is not the position here, ns the indemnity can be provided 
by an Ordinance. As again>t all this, the only safeguard provided in the 
Indian (Constitution is that the matter rests entirely upon the responsibility 
of the Oovernor-General. This only confirms the argument against delega- 
tion of such re.sponsibility, at buist without laying down in clear and 
definite t^rms the limits and conditions governing the exercise by executive 
officers of powers conferred upon tlnun by the Ordinance." 

We now see, Sir, that against this concurrent decision of the High Court 
and the Federal Ctmrt, the Government of Bengal is going to prefer an 
appeal to the IVivy Council. The Ministry, Sir, being con.sulfed in this 
matter, is a party to the decision that has been taken, to appeal to the 
Privy Council. The other day I put a short-notice Cjiiestion to this effect: 
“Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal have appealed 
to the Privy Council again.st the (‘onciirrent decisions of the High Court 
and the Federal Court again.st the validity of some sections of Ordinance IJ 
of 1942, otherwise called the Special Courts Ordinance? If so, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state whether the present Ministry was 
consulted in this matter and the present Ministry' considered if desirable 
to file the appeal?’’ The reply was specific— “yes" and “yes". 

•Hr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai (Jhaudhuri, yonr time is up. 

lUi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl! May I not have one minntef 
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Mr, SPEAKERS Yes, one minute. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: We now witness, Sir, that 
here a Ministry is functioning which considers it desirable to act in the 
interest of the Ordinance-making power, which considers it desirable to go 
against the decision of the Federal Court to the effect that there should 
not be any delegation of legislative authority to executive officers. Here 
is a reactionary Ministry, Sir, which will file an appeal against the decision 
of the Federal Court which holds that the established law and Ivaw Court 
of the country cannot be abrogated by such an Ordinance. Sir, such a 
reat’iionary Ministry cannot be tolerated by the people of the country and, 
Sir, the sooner they admit that they are not the representatives of the 
people, but are the subservient slaves of the bureaucracy it is better for 
them and better for the country also. 

Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,18,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion" be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of Government not providing pay of (dioukidars 
and Dafadars from Government revenue instead of Union Hoard funds. 

1 to ^ ^ i 

^ ^ ^ 

wHi 'iiT ^ TOR TH I ^ 

l?jt^ i?tn ^ 'oi 

c^m ^ ^Vs ^ to 1 *iiiT to 

Tttr ^tPnrtc'i its ^ 1 ^ cro 

TO TP1T1 ?Ti ^5tTOT (Tf im^r r?. ^1 m 

m tr^f% ftro TOT TO ^ I TO 

i tot ^ 

iTOTi Tim 'Tt^i TOrrPnii, Trwfh Tim Ttti 

TOT ^-5tr?i m WTO Tsrrft^-t" 1 

TOlTT^l CTrC"4^ tS TO^ I’fTH CTTT Tim T] I 05 ? 

Tot froRi Tf%. ^stto ^to T’^chci^ 

Prf^ CWSTOi, tfCTO Tbrfef^TO ?1U5TT C^rtTT? ”?tTrTt^TOr^l 

iU^ WTT tfCTO CTCT resolution TO WPTT^ TTOT^f 

TT CTO CvfrT tSt 

Tbs WTftrjT^ Ttt% ?ni TT I ’tT C'^fCT TO TC7IT 

iWtC^t Ohowkidari Enquiry Bill Committee to%T non-official member 
%»r*f ^IT opinion frofeTT dtpRM 03 ^^ CT5^ TO 

TT I official member opinion pR%5rT Cl?tfT*lf^ 4^; 

^tTTftlR? CTJRnr 60 per cent, provincial revenue I 13 TPI t 4TO 

TflTS^l fmift ftrroi TT C4f^ TR I TOl Tp fTfej *tRRr 
<8# TfTf' ^TT3 TOT I 
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Or. IMLINAKiHA SANYAL; Sir. I want to move^iottoiis Nos. 23, 
26 and 27. 

Mr. SKAKER: Yes, you move these motions together and then make 
one speech. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion’^ be reduced by Ks, 100 to raise a discussion about the imposition and 
realisation of collective fines. 

I also move that the demand of Ks. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under 
the head “25 — General Administration” be reduce<l by Ks. 100 to raise a 
discussion about the increase in the expenses incurred and provided under 
the head “Ministers” from Ks. 3,07,(MK) in 1942-43 to Ks. 7,29,000 in the 
budget estimate for 1944-45. 

I also move that the demand of Ks. 1,40,13,0(M) for expenditure under 
the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Ks. 100 to raise a 
discussion about the reckless policy of multiplying officers in different 
departments and of incurring additional expenditure and the urgency of 
setting up a machinery to effect proper scrutiny and retrenchment without 
impairing efficiency and service. 

Sir, with regard to the first motion out of these three 1 have very little 
to state. The Hou.se knows that on a previous occasion an adjournment 
motion was moved and we pressed the then Government to make the posi- 
tion regarding the imposition of collective fines clear. It was revealed 
during those discussions that in certain cases collective fines were imposed 
on persons that could not, even under the wide provisions of the Ordinance, 
be construed to be re.sponsible for the mi.schief for which the Ordinance was 
to be applied. In one case, in the case of Mr. Anil Kumar Chanda, a 
member of the Viswabharati, collective fine was imposed uj)on him although 
he did not belong to the thana within which the collective fines were 
actually put into operation, and although he pointed out that he was not a 
resident of the village or villages which were notified to be included in the 
notification for imposition of collective fines, yet, Sir, he against all his 
protests was subjected to the imposition and the enthusiastic police officers 
dragged away his furniture and sold them out to realise the collective fines, 
A case was duly instituted in the High Court against such an outrageous 
action 

T«l0 Hon’Iito Khmja Sir NAZIMUODIN: What is the use of talking 
of a thing that happened in the past. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL 8 You have not refunded the money. 

And, Sir, we were surprised to find that another amending Ordinance 
was issued with retrospective effect exonerating the police officers from 
anything done in order that the Court might not interfere in the interests 
of justice. Thereafter, Sir, attention was invited to collective fines imposed 
at Beldanga, at Jiaganj and at Muragacha where in one ease a fine was 
imposed on a person who was dead. At Jiaganj fines were patently imposed 
on persons out of sheer grudge of the local police sub-inspector and there 
were persons involved who had been in some way or other complaining 
13 
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against the actio? of that police officer because of highhandedness in 
another connection. Humble people like ordinary tailors or milkmen who 
had never conceived of any act of sabotage and lived outside the area 
cx)vered were subject^ to the imposition of collective fines. Petitions 
were submitted but they were not heeded. Not only that, the method and 
the manner of collection was something putrageous, because there was no 
notification for collecting the fine from all. Only 16 selected persons were 
marked and named for collection of fines. At Beldanga, as I have pointed 
out, there was no attempt to rope in or to issue a notification for imposition 
of fines for all people of the locality but only a few^ selected persons were 
named. These were illegal and ultra vires and the previous Ministry 
having been cornered did assure an enquiry into all these allegations and 
said that they would try to set things right. It is not merely the old 
Ministry that did it. While the new Ministry was also in the offing, 
assurances were held out by the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin himself and one 
of the terms in which he drafted those assurances was this: “(5) Facts in 
connection with Dacca and Midnapore incidents will be closely examined 
and all necessaiy steps will be taken in the light of such examination. 
(6) The cjuestion of collective fines will be reviewed by the Ministry”. We 
thought that after that assurance some attempt would \ye made to set things 
right, but unfortunately a few days ago we received a reply which was 
most surprising. The reply was that this Ministry was not responsible tor 
what the previous Ministry had done and they were not prepared to go 
through the (|uestion at all. There are still cases })ending and I presume 
that so tar as those pending cases are concerned, it is entirely within the 
competence of the present Ministry either to suspend realisation or to 
enforce the same. 

At Balurghat in Dinajpur there were several cases of collective fines 
imposed on land-holders who had never been near the place for years, 
and one land-holder was fined a heavy sum of Rs. 10,000 at first which 
was rediK'cd to Rs. 5,000 subseciuently. We were informed by the nominee 
of the Hon'ble Minister here who in the absence of the Minister concerned 
takes uj) the duties of the Minister in the Assembly that the matter was 
sfill under investigation. But, Sir, I met this gentleman who was the 
victim in this case— his representative first called upon me and then I met 
him — and 1 was informed that so far as his case was <‘oncerned although 
an assurance was given in the House by the Minister that the matter was 
still being emiuired into Government gave him a definite reply saying that 
no further action would be taken. The fine has not yet been paid. It is 
the case of Maharaj Bahadur Singh. He has further made representation 
on the matter. 

Sir, I will not detain the House on this question further. But 1 do hope 
that the Hon'ble Sir Naiimuddin will try to keep at least his own tradition 
of keeping his promises. 

The other two questions that I have sought to raise ore comparatively 
simple. Motion No. 26 relates to increased expenditure on account of the 
Ministers and the Parliamentary Secretaries. Previous speakers have dwelt 
upon this question in the past and I have carefully examined the urgency 
of such expenses. I feel. Sir, that when Hie country as a whole is passing 
through an unprecedented crisis it is simply atrocious that we should be 
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providing more and more money for maintaining a few perscms in office 
and that they would try to be an incubus on this province. If the work 
of this province which was formerly being administered by 4 to 7 Executive 
Councillors and Ministers now require 17 Parliamentary Secretaries and 13 
Ministers then, Sir, it does not speak of the efficiency of this generation 
very high. And I believe, Sir, that all this is being done merely to keep 
themselves in power. This is highly objectionable. This is merely to see 
that a larger number of persons can be maintained to support their 
Ministry , in connection with votes in the liegislature. I suppose that 
Government and the public outside will take due note of how some of the 
voters are kept up, 1 submit, purchased or rather bribed to remain with 
the Government side for all times to come. 

The next motion standing in my name is the most important of these 
three motions which I have moved. It relates to reckless multiplication of 
officers in different departments and of incurring additional expenditure. 
A similar motion has been passed by the Central Ijegislature. It is time, 
Sir, that we do apply ourselves properly to find out whether all the numerous 
offices that have recently been created in the name of war emergency and 
the urgent conditions created through war and famine are really justified. 
I know, Sir, and I did give during the general discussion of the budget 
an account how there are a large number of offices which hud beeu created 
in the past, some of which are still functioning and which have not been, 
in any way, helpful to the province, and yet we have lieiui made to pay 
money. Our energetic Finance Minister who is talking of further burdens 
on tliis province should take note that before he makes the people suffer 
more and more it is his duty to see that not a single rupee is spent without 
justification being thoroughly made out. 

With these few words, so far as this motion is coneerned, I demand an 
enquiry committee, and 1 hope that Government at leusf will be in a 
position to make a proper enquiry* into the wa.stefulness of expenses incurred 
during recent years. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40, 13, (KK) for expenditure under the head — General 

Administration” be reduced by Rs. KK). 

T move this motion to raise a discussion about incompeteney, corruption 
and nepotism prevailing. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ 

^ I ^ iPf court-fee.ii? 8tam|Kil? 

^ T?t? cn i 

oafei mm mi 

550 c? 550 ^ i yn? ^m^mr m 

t51 'Q food supply policy? ??t 

^ Tiw. TO I m f%g 

5t'1!TO 51? hoarders and profiteersc?? I ^ifT??l ?Wff ?<f? cm 

c?Wf? ?? mi ?t? C? ^ TOF ^Ol Cl 5f? C5t? 

^ mj^ f%c<n cmi ftvm c¥0 ?rir to c5r?, ^ c5N," 

i'aiwtf NPR C5ff TOT ^ C’ft f3R boMdan and profiteenDrf 
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CHlH >1^3 ^ 3*’ ’ TOW^J 

ftrof?— «rtCTr ?lt^ 4^51 tfipii sii^ csfOT ; ^*l? CT<ti c-stsi 8 ^ 
4IK5T5 C^ 'fl’mi uac^ S’lfro 7’w l C’rttpl ’tl «flH oantoolled rate^ 

ftwr TCHi I ®f7*fir fin ’inich CT«n cstn cjf^n 5r?7*lc«f S<ire 

TOi c^fnj I ?f #7 i 4 ^^i c^Nfii <il=T ft'®rp 5 ■ iS^ c’rtPn hw? 'fpr 

flytti I 7ni HOif I *ttC5^ 

»prc5r St pft^i K5f ^fts? ^ tuts nttlcsn i ^fifsfi 5115 c=t>Ni 
<wt'3^ ^cjn. f¥« (?rS c^ftNi <<wcsn *?! 1 's^N 'tl^'sfi ^ «tw?i fro 'fii^t'a 
^ f%# f%fV3 >Wt7fiI CH'Sm t’sT I cn C^tW? =ff3t, «tPr *f5f% 

Inn 5nlftn:}tfr9 4N 'sfire »ttit!i 1 ?tlcwar -s? 

iMppsi >fl JR c^tnrci?!?, ^ *rtHg c^ ® 5 ^ ■^ 3 ?ii amr 5 (t? I ^«n 
C^Mt% CNCirtfjR agency? ^ffsTF 5<lTCN hoardings? wftJtPn =W1 ?? I 

s, D. 0 . nfcyrw 's?f%CH f%t% <$ *1^ ^ tptPr »tch — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order, 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : HrcW ^ Hi 

HHC 5 Mffit 'JtTCH >il«(tCH iflCH fV ? HW f%fH %HH 

wholesale dealer TOT HCH retail dealer^ ypTH I dtil HlWlCH crude oil f?f»lr!r 
CNCulPl*! fH3F? '■llil^ I H^Hl dlilH FCHl ', 

*r#t^ ’*rf%T^ filHH — >fl&l crude oiL Hrtftrcjrt? 'arf^Tt'-t ’tfttH FCHl, 

8. D. O.CT'3 ♦iftiCHI FCHl, 'HtT dtitCHl TTHl TMh CIh CFt«1tfH? ^ ^ 
f^ya*y T'fll 'ok^? ration ^k'Sn HT?HT iflHt 

n? I HTtfirC^^ HI s. D. 0 . (TVtH step (TTH fH I f^SHt^l CHh CHfWtft ^ agency 
Hfre TOi ftcDCiff I ’ntfwc}^ hIh [hj? HTm firatHi ^hi sxh hijr, hr fsrsRi htc* 
aitTin Ht«nf srSTO dtfH HI, >WH H 3 f 1 tTCHl — -stSH'CH'fe 051 requisition 

Hf’CH H^ra HtH seize ^ifOJ »ft!:?H, ' 5 tH CNlH [hTHH HI I ' 5 tH»k? 
crude oil H? 0 « HHH fVatHl NHI 5 THI 'SHH %fH HtHH CH ’Rjl CHH C^WtfH 15 15 I? 
agency HW 5 ^ TCHC^ I 

frn 'SfyStCH PHtHTtrt HtHI CNOJtf’R. ftfH. 'Hftl. ftam [ho? black marketing 
»HHt? HHT wfHHiHI fH?fi:5, 15fHl? agent TO 'HNf CSFCHtpTH, ftfH <3 

f%l|HI I 'Hl?r 4^Hl (.oiltw fH*F5^ (^JlH HHT05 *TO ’PTO dealersCT? 

Htw snsH'CH'^ offioersCTH CHfif 'Ht^— CSlCTW HOT CHHH CHW HtCV ^Tft ▼‘ift? I 
URHlItTH HHH HCH 4 st'SH'CH*^ OTO 151%, iStCH? CHtH CT'OTl Htt f% r 44H 
HmTOT offloersCT? arsJWrST NHl «HH I HTOnr 4HWH 

ftpri HktfHN »ri "HS Bar nawtw nltf HIHHTH CSrcle OflSoer HtfH HTt? CH 
^0 H*» BtH fi05 TO controlled rate4 I f%fH HOTH. "artHl? dfHHtTO rtWfl? 
4jlf WH I ^(h (% TO fkH” I 4^ THI HHrt ijlTT sfmWffH 3 jpn? Hf't? 
fkC* C^CH TtHi T'®f I HTO* Ht CHW iS*ff%15 T'tH iStCN OfOS CT'SHt ?? | ®t|H f%fH 
HWrt H15"^*HrC"H^0W ▼tOf 4Wt?tT Rot C^tCRH I 4Hft?lT HI CH'Gkfa 

lupMtorifl NKl 4 NW 1 fitsR I iGHtCl^ f^, "tC#H NflpW 
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4$ ^ Ff^csw itPmTOR ^ -4«mmt 

•psit?fir ’ll ^ CSWC^ Defence of Indie RuIcm c?r«tfil ’RW I isn 

*11:5 ■ 4 »i; iswmir tpsJWn ^TO’i I ^’TORi ft’n-yi’Tsff’i fipt wq 0^ ’Utfircjft 

JlH»TO >S^ ’Tt’lfil '8 '•(• 111 *!) '•rsitBfCinr khas mab»l Circle OfBoeriHf 

fiRPdi ^(.ni.^1 ?,ert 'wttrtu, 511 1% I isRMw 

CvSfstn Govenurient test relief^^ ^rI t’sR iTOR. f^l ( 71 ^ 

f%(5W 'SI ^^fS’l ^SICIS 1 ^ CT’K’R CVtlfl C^lRRllI^ fiO 

«R ’rt«r ^R(C 5 ^ ^0 'S’l’l fef’I ’fOR R it is e aoendelons affair 4 ^; 
C’Pn’HU tost relief ?n CTtcn I R > 1 ^ vitlflCTlI CTlR 

dcandaloQS affairs 57 R 1 'StCTU «aWt -«'8 CTR "ItfiB Sfn ’H I WIR 

c'^ aRntfluc'R y^R tfR CTD5 (R^m ?Rn 1 
Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : 4 $ ’Filfl I Rtft laTfiJl fwSffTl 

▼R%R, Palmer — C’lRCT 5R BR C<f8W 

FD (R1 ’RPFlff r f%f% ^ttR S. D. 0. WtlTR I 4 ftTOI (RR rt*fW 

Sift ’ll I 'sttfr ^HR RRRR T*tWS? 4 ? TRD F^lltR I V’ttSl 415 ^ f^W*! ^SlftSfRlR 
TOf RflRt? Tin f’^I ^5tU5 TRR 4T| ^fl CWlT'Stfl’l >* not Mr. Palmer a man f 
fV« 'a’R ^ PtCHf^’II’l (R he is an Englishman ! 

Mr. P. BANARJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demuiid of 
Hs. 1,40,L3,(KX) under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion to raise a discussion about the coming general election 
Ilf the district board in the district of Khulna and the activities of the 
ilficers of the subdivision. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,40,111,000 under the 
bead “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a disfmssiou about the elec- 
tion and nomination of members of certain union boards in the Satkhira 
mbdivision in the district of Khulna. 

My friend, Dr. Sanyal, has already told you how public administration 
under the present Ministry has deteriorated in the country. I shall give 
^’ou one instance about the District Board election and from that you will 
know how the administration has deteriorated. We can never expect before 
Pakisthan really comes into force that administration in the country will 
leteriorate in the way in which it has done. I shall just narrate an instance 
s’hich happened at Khulna where the District Magistrate, the Subdi visional 
Officers, the Superintendent of Police and other officers are all Muslims. 
They are imbued with the idea that they are there only for canvassing in 
favour of candidates of the Muslim Ijeague. 

On the 13th of this month the scrutiny took place alid, on this scrutinv, 
fou will be surprised to hear that almost all the names belonging to tHe 
Opposition have been rejected. I am speaking now of the nomination 
^pers of the Satkhira subdivision particularly. Sir, there were 82 nomina* 
don pi^en in all of which 23 nomination papers were submitted by petwNas 
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who were not connected with the Mufllim League. But immediately a few 
days before the scrutiny of the nomination papers, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy and his Parliamentary Secretary went there and naturally 
when the Minister and his Parliamentary Secretary made their appearance, 
all the officers went to them and in public meetings they said that there 
was no place for those who were not in the 'Muslim League. Sir, I can 
understand the supporters of the Muslim I/eague speaking in that strain 
but what 1 fail to understand is the fact that out of the 23 nomination 
papers, 20 nomination papers including those of our Deputy Speaker, 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, Khan Sahib Abdur Rauf, Mr. Thakur 
Das Bose and Mr. Jonah Ali were rejected without giving any reasons 
therefor. Sir, Government has i.ssued a circular that on flimsy grounds 
no nomination paper should be rejected and there has been a change 
in the rules. The rules provide that even at the time of submission of 
nomination papers there should be an opportunity* to amend or correct the 
nomination papers. Therefore it stands to reason that there is no scope 
for the rejection of nomination papers on flimsy grounds but in this parti- 
cular case without giving any reason whatsoever the nomination papers 
of those who were not in the Muslim league were rejected. 

I will also give another instance of the Sadar subdivision where one 
nomination paper was rejected on the ground that the person concerned 
had his name shown at different places under different constituemdes in the 
voter's lists. Sir, it is quite possible that the name of a person may appear 
as a voter in several places under different constituencies but unless he has 
voted on the same occasion from different constituencies, how can his 
nomination paper be rejected H On this ground the name of Mr. Bose was 
rejected. At the same time, Sir, the name of Rai Manmatha Nath 
Ghose Bahadur was not rejected on the same ground simply because he was 
a favourite of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. When Mr. Suhrawardy went 
to Khulna he addressed several public meetings and came back. We do not 
know what influence he exercised over the officials. We know that he is 
only a public servant, but from what happened in Khulna immediately 
after he left the place T am tempted to say that he is more than the 
Emperor of India ! Sir, 1 can understand the attitude of persons who are 
members of the Muslim lioague so long as they are not in office, but as soon 
as they enter into public service they have no business whatsoever to meddle 
in propaganda in connection with local board elections. In the interests of 
the Muslim Iveague they are going about in the countryside meddling in 
election matters while they are professing that they are going there to deal 
with the distribution of sugar and kerosene oil. Sir, it has been said that 
cloths are being supplied in Khulna and other districts but if the Hon’ble 
Minister would make an enquiry he will find that cloths are distributed to 
those voters only w^ho are expected to vote for the Muslim Tjeague. This is 
a most ridiculous state of affairs. Sir. Then, Sir, so far as relief measures 
are concerned, it is a well-known fact that relief is given from public funds, 
not to the public in general but to only one section of the public who are 
in sympathy with the group now in power. I can prove it to the satisfaction 
of Government that this is so if only an enquiry is instituted and I can also 
prove it to its satisfaction that the officers of Government have be^ so 
Ittlluenoed by that party that they are acting not in the interests of the 
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public in general but in the interests of Muslim League people. Sir, a 
circular should be issued immediately that no officer of Government should 
meddle in election matters and an order of Government should be circulated 
that money should not be wasted on relief measures in the way in which it 
has so long been done. 

Now, Sir, with regard to union board nominations it was stated on the 
floor of the House that District Magistrates should consult local M.L.As. 
on the matter. I know, Sir, in several constituencies local M.L.As. have 
been consulted, but 1 am surprised to hear that in almost all cases the 
nominations proposed by M.L.As. not belonging to the camp of the Muslim 
fieague have been rejected but nominations proposed by the representatives 
of the Muslim J^eague have been accepted. I urge upon the Government 
that this policy should be revised and that a circular order should be issued 
to all District Magistrates that in the matter of nomination all nominations 
proposed by M.L.As. .should be impartially scrutinised. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motions. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 1(K). 

Sir, I move the motion to raise a discu.s.sion about the utter neglect of 
Government in improving the pay, prospect and condition of service of the 
village chaiikidar. 

Just now. Sir. my friend, Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, has placed before the 
House his motion that Government should pay for the village chaukidars. 
But my proposal is <|uite of a different nature. That proposal will no 
doubt improve the financial condition of the union lH>ard hut certainly that 
will not improve the hapless lot of the chaukidar. While in these difficult 
days we are all concerned with the conditions of service and with the pay, 
prospects and emoluments of public services, we are all oblivious about the 
poor village chaukidar. 

Now, Sir, what is the service that this village chaukidar renders to 
Government and to the public? If public service has got any meaning in 
itself, this village chaukidar is in the strictest sense a public servant 
serving from the highest in the land to the lowest. Sir, there is no work 
done by Government in which the help of the village chaukidar is not 
required. He is an important limb of the public service of Bengal but 
about his conditions of service nobody in the land takes any care. Sir, in 
these days of high inflation he gets a pay of only Rs. fts 9 or 10 a month, 
and he has got to serU'e so many masters that he gets no opportunity to 
follow any other trade or profession or even his own profession of agricul- 
ture. But he has got to maintain himself and his family and serve the 
public and the Government at the same time. Fnless and until his condi- 
tion of service is improved and his pay increased we cannot expect anything 
good or better to be rendered by the village chaukidar. When we ask the 
Government abput the “Grow More Food” campaign, about death statistics, 
about famine statistics, the reply from the Government is that all the 
statistics are primarily supplied by the Tillage choukidars who are illiterate 
and who have not got that capacity to furnish ac.curate statistics. We 
always lay the blame on the village chonkidar hut never try to improve the 
condition of the tillage chonkidar. to give him adequate pay, to recmit 
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proper men for the serrice, to ^ve him any training for the eenrices ^hich 
are requiHitioned from them. The circumstances as they prevail in the case 
of the services of the village choukidar certainly affect our administration 
in the greater sphere too. 

The village chaukidar has to labour from morning till evening and from 
evening till daybreak. Never a day passes^ never a night passes on which 
some sort of criminal acts are not committed in the village. At once the 
village chaukidar ’s services are requisitioned. He has to come to the place 
of occurrence, collect facta as much as possible, then run to the thana officer 
which may be 10 or 12 miles off. Then if the crime be a serious one he has 
to acconipany the Daroga Babu to the place of occurrence and have to work 
all day till the Daroga Babu remains there, but nobody takes any notice 
vhether the village chaukidar has taken any food or whether he has any 
other duty which has been left iincared for and which he has left in a hurry. 
Then, it is not only the Daroga Babu but all other officers — whether the 
Circle Officer or the Subdivisional Officer or the District Magistrate — who 
tour in a village, it is the village chaukidar whose assistance is first required 
and without whose assistance they cannot travel practically and execute 
their primary duty in the village. (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu •. What 
about standing guard on railway lines?) I have already said he has to serve 
from the lowest to the highest in the land, but his condition of service 
remains the same as it was before and nobody takes any care about him. 
Then there is no an’angement for his proper training or for his comfort. I 
submit that in order that we may improve the village administration, the 
man responsible primarily should be adequately paid, properly trained and 
his condition of service sufficiently improved. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment . ) 

Tlt6 Hon’ble Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, as I listened to the 
speech of the Deputy Ticader of the Congress Party, my memory was carried 
to the days of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Mr. C. R. Das, to the years 1922- 
29 when from the Congress benches we listened to the stereotyped speeches 
about reduction of expenditure, separation of the judiciary and the 
executive and various other complaints of a similar nature. 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: All those reforms completed? Have you 
achieved all that?) Much water has flown down the Ganges since then and 
conditions are so different at the present time that to talk of retrenchment 
of ex})enditure and expenditure on nation-building departments seems to be 
divorced from all realities. 

Sir, at the present tinae, specially during the year under review, the 
Government of Bengal has been spending such vast sums of money for the 
amelioration of the condition of the people, for giving relief to the people 
that to talk of curtailment of expenditure at the present time seems to be 
extirumely out of place. The other day the Education Minister made a 
commitment which will alone amount to something like Bs. to 40 lakhs 
for relief to the teachers of secondary schools, primary schools, madrassahs 
and tols. (Dr, Naunaksha Sanyal: It is still a promise.) When this 
Government makes a promise, it means it is going to be given effect to. It 
ii aot like the previous Oove^ment, 
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Sir» in this budget we have provided Rb. 5 lakhs for the Scheduled 
Castes and we have given an undertaking that it ig going to be a recurring 
grant. Large sums of money are being spent in providing relief to the 
areas where there have been epidemics (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: In 
providing jobs also.) and Rs. (10 to 40 lakhs or even more, I think, is going 
to be spent for one commitment of Government, viz., converting subdivi- 
sional and district hospitals into Government hospitals and taking entire 
charge of them. That was one of the demands of the j)eoi)le. Wherever 
you went into the rural areas, intt) the mofussil, the one demand waa 
‘Tmprove the condition of our hospitals’*. We have undertaken that and 
we hope we shall very soon improve the hospitals in the mofussil areas. 

♦Sir, talking about the separation of the judiciary and the executive, 
from my own experience 1 feel that this is one of the reforms that should 
be undertaken by Government, but I am sure the. House will agree with me 
that it is not a reform that can be undertaken at the present time, specially 
when the war is on. However, we have started to a certain extent on this 
scheme of separation of the judiciary and the executive (Dr. Naunaksha 
Santal: As is evident from the Pollard case). The appointment of law- 
yer-magistrates or temporary magistrates — the designation which we have 
given them — will to a certain extent fulfil that purpose because these magis- 
trates will be called upon entirely to decide cases and unless we are very 
hard pressed and if w'c find them qualified, other duties will not be 
entrusted to them.. We have decided dealing with cases with the sole aid 
of these temporary Magistrates (Mr. Dhihendra Nath Datta : Why 
temporary then Y) Because the scheme at present is temporary and if it 
succeeds and if it is found that it works well, there is every prospect that 
it may be made permanent, but at the present moment it has been done not 
with a view to separate judiciary from the executive but to meet the emer- 
gency that has been caused by the dearth of officers and the great strain 

that has been put on the officers of Government at the present time. 

Sir, in his speech Mr. Datta, the Deputy Leader of the Party, and, I 
believe, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, both these gentlemen dealt w’ith the 
appointment of ]*arliamentary Secretaries. The trouble with these gentle- 
men is and I find generally that the fault of the members of the Oppositirm 
is that they forget what they have said in the past (►r what their party 
members have done in the past. (Mr. Dhirendha N.mh Datta : Our 

party ?) Oh yes. I may remind the Deputy J^eader that when the 

Congress Ministries formed their Government in the various provinces, in 
every one of them they appointed Parliamentary Secretaries. (Mr. JoGBsh 
Chandra Gupta : What was their salary^ P) Their salaries were commen- 
Burate with the salaries of the Ministers. I do not want t<» dwell on that 
point at any length. But on the question of principle of appointment of 
Parliamentary Secretaries, the Congress Assembly party ought to be the 
last one to criticise this Government as the party to which they belong has 
everything to do with the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries and 
every one of tho^ Ministries ha<l a large number of Parlhnentary Secretaries. 
(Dr. Nai-inaksha Sanyal: Financial implication i » objected to and not 
the principle.) 

Now, Mr. Shamttaddin Ahmed has also dealt with this question at length. 

I mm remding a spdeek of the then Chiel Whip of his party, namely, 
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Mr. Sanyal, when Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed belonged to the Opposition 
Group, I believe, and also when his party was supporting the then Gt)vem- 
jTient. (Mr. Sasanka Sbkhah iSantal: Quoting scriptures? (Laughter.) 
“Sir, we want to have our *Parliamentar>^ Secretaries, because we want to 
extend the function of the Cabinet. We want to keep our Ministers in 
daily touch with all partie.s both withiuf and outside the House. Sir, it is 
purely a question of making our Coalition Party democratic, so that Govern- 
ment may function on jjroper lines'’ and so on and so on. The question was 
not as to whether it was right or wrong but the question was whether it was 
necessary to have i^arliamentary Secretaries in order tn make Government 
more democratic. I may remind the members of the Opjio.sition that the 
number of Parliamentary Secretaries appointed was 17— the number against 
which the honourable members opposite have so vehemently protested. 
(Mr. J0GE8H Ch.\ni)Ra Gui*1'a : What about 117 l^arliamentary Secre- 
taries !). It will be found that in all democratic system of Government 
appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries and their functions and duties 
are well-defined. Their services are necessary. It is not jmssible for the 
Ministers to conduct their ordinary duties without the assistance of Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries. I may remind the old members ot the Ho\ise, I mean 
those who belonged to the old Bengal Legislative Council, that even during 
the days of the Executive Councillors and the then Ministers, they used tf) 
have their Secretaries, Joint Secretaries and l)ej)uty Secretaries to assist 
them in the House in connection w'ith c|uestions and answers and debates. 
When it was decided to do away with offi(*ial representation in the House, 
the only way this gap could be filled up was by means of the appointment 
of Ibirliamentury Secretaries. It is a recognised thing. There is no Gov- 
ernment in any part of the world where democratic* system obtains and wdiere 
you have no Parliamentary Secretaries, and yet the honourable members 
think that they have got a good point because we have appoint<‘d 17 
Parliamentary Secretaries. Actually we have appointed one I Parliamentary 
Secretary for each Minister and four to act, as Whips. There is no excess 
number of Parliamentary Secretaries. In the Punjab according to 
Mr. Sanyal they have got b Ministers and 18 l^arliamentarv Secretaries. 
So I think the House will now' Ik* convinced that (Maulvi Anu Hossain 
Sarkar : One JPakistan following another I) at least this attack has l>eej» 
misfired. (Laughter from the Ooalition benches.) 

Mr. Atul Chandra Sen has raised two points. One of them is about the 
lack of answers from Government to questions that have been put. Here 
again I am ready to join issue with the Opposition. It may be that some 
questions have not been answered, but the number of questions that we have 
replied to bears a much larger percentage than any previous Government 
have done (I>i\ Nalinakshla Sanyal: Question.) Some questions in the 
Home Department have unfortunately Wn held up, because I wanted to 
issue a statement and then answer those questions with reference to that 
statement. Owing to my being xery busy, I have no time to look up the 
statement which is ready and I hope within the next week that statement 
will be issued to the press and published and after that most of the ques- 
tions that are pending in the Home Department will be ready for leplies 
and will l)e sent to the Assembly (Dr. N.ujn.vksiia Saityal : What afxiut 
Oi^il Supplies Department P) Often a very large number of questions are 
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sent to tbe Home Department while actually those questions are the conoem 
of the other Departments and naturally that causes delay. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Saihtal: That is the channel to send out questions to others.) Sir, as far 
as possible I think we are answering questions and apart from the Home 
Department I do not think there are many questions pending with the other 
departments (Dr. Nalinaksha Sany.aj. : What about Civil Supplies 
Department ?). 

With refereu(*e in the question about some deaths in the Dacca Jail I 
want to say, as far as my information goes, there is no death of security 
prisoners beyond the (»ne mentioned, viz., one person who died of small- 
pox. Had there been any other deaths, people would have got information. 
In any case tliey would require us to have a speidal enquiry made and as 
soon as I hear from Dacca I will be in a fiosition to give information to the 
House. 

Now I shall come to the jmint raised by Mr. (liasuddin on the question 
of abolition of nominations. This is one of those things which we on our 
side also want as much as the members of the Opposition side, namely, to 
do away with nomination. Tf the honourable members think that it is any 
advantage to Oovernmcnt I would like to di.sabuse their minds. 

It gives us more trouble, gives us more w’<»rk and leads to more dissatis- 
faction than anything else and we are just us anxious as they are to do away 
with nomination. (Mr. .T(k;ksh Chandra (Iufta : Then, do it!) But the 
difficulty this. (Dr. Nvmnak.sha Sanyal: You have to distribute 
j)ationage. ) When Dr. Sanyal will come here, he will know. 
(Dr. Nalinaksiu Sanyal: 1 have seen that) I am afraid most of his 
information is as usual wrong. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: VV'hnt about 
Jiaganj Municipality y) There was no (piestion of patronage. It was a 
(|ii(‘stion of choice between two persons as to who should be the Chairman. 
Both had e(jual claims and it wa.s a question of making choice. 
(Df. Nalinaksha Sanyal: You overri<le the decision of b)cal r)fficiuls!) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. We 
listened to gentlemen opposite most patiently. If they go on interrupting 
like this, won’t you stop them? I w’ant you to use your power against 
them. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I hope there will he no more interruption. 

Th6 HOfl’biB Khwftja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When our friends opposite 
ask Government to do away with nomination, they don’t realise the various 
problems that will haA^e to be solved before nominations are done away with. 
Adequate repre.sentation of minorities, particularly of the Scheduled Castes, 
is one of the important questions that must be taken into corisideration 
before nominations are done away with. There are two or three points in 
this connection. You can do without nomination and give adequate 
representation to minorities if everybody is agreed to have separate elec- 
torates. (Mr. aIoge.sh Chandila OurTA: Why?) (Cries of '‘Question, 
question” from the Opposition benches.) I knew that that would be the 
cry raised from there. (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I request honourable members not to interrupt the 
Hott’ble Chief Minister. 
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Tilt HOfl’bit Ktiwaja Sir NAXIMUDDIN: Sir, the most adequate way 
8() far recojrnised of giving representation to minorities is by means of 
separate electorates. (Cries of “Question, question” from the Opposition 
benches.) If you are not to have that, then there is the question of reser- 
vation. The majority of the people will not prefer the latter because it 
gives doubtful representation, extremej^^ doubtful representation, to 
minorities and niy honourable friends know that, and yet say “yes”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Bee •ause that is an absolute truth. 
Why not have joint electorates? (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal you have interrupted so many times in 
the course of one speech, I hope there will be no more interruptions. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAXIMUDDIN: That may he so as far as the 

Muslims and Hindus are concerned. Wbat about the Scheduled ('astes? 
If they do not get adequate representation, the Muslim.s of West Bengal 
may be ready to sacrifice themselves for the Muslims of East Bengal. But 
what are you going to do U) protect the vScheduled Castes? (Interruption.) 
I should like to hear the views of the memhers of the Scheduled Castes 
sitting on the benches over there, what they think about it and whether 
they agree b) it. It is very easy to say — I am not canvussing : I am only 
pointing out the difficulties which we have to face — it is very easy to suggest 
that we cun do away with nomination, but before it is done, we have to 
meet these diflieulties. It must be remeiniK'red when mem her after member 
gets up to speak, that thi.s Government has only been in office for the last 
ten months. Don’t mix us up with those who were here before. It makes 
a great deal of difference. There mighf have been Ministers who sal on 
this question for two years or more. But it was not the jiresent Minister 
nor the present Ministry. 

I may point out in this connection that the Local Self-Government 
Department and the Public Health IX^partment have had a most trying 
time during the last six months and in this connection I would also combine 
my reply to the cutinotion of Sir Henry Birkinyre and his criti- 
cism about the delay in bringing forward the Howrah Tm])rovement 
Trust Bill. I would like the honourable members to realise when we came 
to office that in the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
there W’us only one Secretary with an Assistant Secretary and most of his 
office W’as at Rajshahi. It was extremely difficult to carry on with the 
heavy work in the Department. There was a great deal of delay in getting 
files from Rajshahi and dealing with them especially in the absence of the 
Secretary. The first thing we took up was to insist on getting more 
secretarial assistance. After we had got that, we were immediately faced 
with the difficulties of the Calcutta Corporation and secondly, with the 
serious epidemic all over Bengal and naturally precedence bad to be given 
to fighting the epidemic in Bengal. Honourable members know that by 
the grace of God we have been able to achieve a certain amount of succese 
^ in that respect. If you now go to any part of the mufossal, you will not 
li#ar of any complaint about the distribution of quinine. One great thing 
hfit bean achievd. (Cries of ^'Question, question” from the Oppoaiiion 
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benches.) Honourable members may question, but I know it is n fact, I 
have been to a number of districts recently and I have met representatives 
of all parties and all sections and communities. (Interruption.) 

Mfi RADHA NATH DA8: In Janj^ipur thana there is no quinine. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be that there are 
one or two spots in the province where quinine has not reached, but the 
arrangements that have been made are admittedly satisfactory and one 
does not hear of any complaint about it. 

(Cries of “Question, question” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Many people are dying for want 
of quinine. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Such wild statements can 
only be made by Mr. Sanyal and nobody else. (Interniption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am talking about the 
present. I am not talking about the time when there was a scarcity. As 
my friends are finding it very inconvenient, I will leave that question. 
Coming to the Howrah Improvement Bill, T have juiinted out the dithculties 
we have had. The Public Health Department has been very heavily worked, 
and particularly tht‘ Secretaries, the three of them, at one time W'ere all ill. 
But we are going take this up. We hope Jnth/i-A!Uih we shall be able 
to publish the Bill by the middle of May. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Baclhanath Das raised the question of grievances of the 
Scheduled Caste community. Sir, 1 will not take much time of the House 
over this point, but 1 can say this much that what we have done for the 
Scheduled Caste community, no other Ministry, no other Government in 
any part of India has ever done for them. Mr. Edbar sits over there, but 
he forgets what representation the Seheduled Castes have in the present 
Ministry of Bengal. T claim and maintain that the way in which we are 
giving advantage to the Scheduled ('a.ste peojde in the matter of appoint- 
ments in accordance with the Communal Batio Rule.s can really leave 
nothing to be said. 1 am prepared to admit that the Scheduled Castes are 
not getting the full benefit of the Communal Ratio Rules, hut the difficulties 
are insuperable. Nevertheless we are following the (’ommunal Ratio Rules 
very strictly. But when the Public Senuce Commission do not send names, 
we cannot appoint jH*ople who are not recommended. 

Then, Sir, this Government has been aotus^jd of favouritism and nepotism 
and of not following the Communal Ratio Rules. I maintain, the facts are 
just the reverse. I.<et u.s take the case of temporary magistrates or lawyer 
magistrates. There was a possibility of pressure being put from all sections 
and of recommendations from Imth Hindus and Muslims to get particular 
candidates appointed. As a rule it is the policy of this Government that 
they keep to themselves the right to choose from amongst names that have 
been put up by the Public Service Commission on the principle that the 
Public Service Commission is only a recommending body and not "an 
appointing authority. They are to recommend certain names from which 
appointments are made. We do not accept the propoaition that the oirder of 
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merit, in the case of lawyer magistrates, should be accepted by Government. 
In the case of lawyer magistrates I told my colleagues in the Cabinet and 
the members of our party that I was not going to deviate from the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service Commission and that the order of priority 
would be strictly followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You will procure recommendations 
from the Public Service C/ommission ! (I^oud cries of protest from the 
Coalition benches.) In how many cases do you w’ant such examples? 

Th» Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a compliment, but Dr. 
Sanyal manufactures a statement w^hich has got no truth behind it. There 
is not a single case which has been referred to the Public Service 
Commission . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, 1 will produce evidence as 
to on how’ many occasions you have flouted the recommendations of the 
Public Service Commission. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, so far as the appoint- 
ments of lawyer magistrates are concerned, we have not been able up till 
now to strictly follow the Communal Ratio Rules and the order of priority 
sent by the I’liblic Service Commission. ITere also there has been some 

misunderstanding (Dr. Nalinaksiu Sanyal: That is a new 

reference.) because certain names have been i)ublislied and not the 

full (piota of persons that are going to be appointed, the reason being that 
we are in a hurry due to the fact that there is comjdetc* sh(»rtagc of officers 
ftnd every Commissioner, C/ollector and Subdivisional Officer are crying for 
assistance. A number of posts are vacant. Cases are accumulating and 
w'orks cannot be carried on, and the one way in which we can gi\c relief 
in this matter is by the appointment of these law'yer magistrates. AVe are 
trying to expedite these appointments and therefore as the cases ar(‘ ready 
for appointment we publish their names. And in this instam'e we are 
making these appointments strictly on the basis of the two advertisements, 
one of which f»rescribed the age-limit between •‘^10 and 45 and the (Uher 
betw'een 40 and 45. 

Sir, as far as the question of favouritism is concerned, we have taken 
scrupulous care not to be pressed by individuals. I d(» not mind confessing 
that W'c do receive recommendations from many (piarters and we also feel 
that Muslims and Scheduled Castes should get their fair share in the 
services according to the policy laid down by the Government. AVe also 
want to see that these appointments are made according to Government 
policy. AVe are not interested in individuals. A\'e do claim the right to 
protect the interest of all communities and see that justice is done irres- 
pective of caste and creed, and I do not think that any case can be cited 
in which there has been any deliberate injustice done to any <ommunity 
whatsoever, 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: AVe are convinced! 

Tbi HotlHME KtiWiJi 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a question of being 
convinced : it is a question of fact. I do not mind whether I have been 
able to convince anybody or not. Nobody can make a horse drink when it 
ti unwilling to drink. 
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Now, Sir, I come to the question that has been raised by Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal, and in that connection 1 will also meet the points that have 
been raised by Dr. Saiiyal about communal harmony. Since we have been 

here by the Grace of God (Rai H-UCEndra Nath CHArnHURi : Not by 

the Grace of God but by the grace of Sir John Herbert.) we have been 

able to maintain communal harmony. I do not like to boast, but I may say 
this much that at the present time the communal feeling in Bengal is far 
better than it has ever been before, and there is mutual co-operation. 
Mr. Sanyal referred to a ])articular incident about the Nimtita immersion 
case. In this connet tion 1 would like to tell the House the present policy 
of the Government about music before mosque. We have decided to 
observe the policy laid down in 192(>. This has now been ac(‘epted by the 
people and practically throughout the province processions are being taken 

out on the basis of that policy (Dr. NAiiiN.AKSH\ Ranyal: Question !) 

and we have this advantage that during the regime of Dr. Syama- 

prasad Mookerjee when he was in office for lb months, it had received his 
a])proval also. 

Now, any devitation from that fjolicy without an agreement by all 
parties is bound to lead to s<*ri<)us communal situation in Bengal. T would 
a])peal to my friends not to rai.se this i.ssue but to accept the thing which 
ha.s be<»n practically recognised now by p<‘ople all ov(,‘r. Every year at 
least, or rather over 10, 000 luocessions are taken out and it is only in one 
or two instances where you have disputes, and the policy that we have de<*id- 
cd to follow in su( li cases is, irrespective of wliether the uggrie*ved I arty are 
Muslims or Hindus, that they must carry out the decision of the b.cal officers 
on the spot, Tiie> lia\c a right of appeal to the District Magistrate, then u 
right of a))fM*al U) the Coininissioner and ultimately to the Local (lovernment. 
(Mr. S\s\NK\ Sekuvh Sanym. : When no decision is given, then hold it 
up.) Sir, Mr. Sanyal kmuvs ver\ well that tliey have not followed the 
steps that we have laid down and he wanted to have a short-cut and come to 
tlie Government straightawa\ and get something done which this Govern- 
ment is not prepared to do. That is just what we want to avoid influential 
men coming and getting a decision from Governmenf by mean.s of their 
influence. We want you to go and appeal to the District Magistrate; if 
you are not satisfienl, go to the Commissioner; if you are not satisfied, come 
to UB. Oiir decision will be final, whether it is against or for nobody can 
tell. (Dr. Naliwksiia R\ny\l: But if the officcr.s frustrate the compro- 
mise.) Therefore, T feel, Sir, that the policy that we are pursuing as 
regards this vexed (juehtion of music before mosque is going to lead to 
(‘ommunal harmony and avoidance of trouble and I hope that Muslims and 
Hindus will accept this and help us in maintaining our present policy. 

Sir, some of the members have attacked individual officers. This, in my 
opinion, is unfair, as if any subordinate officer has been guilty of any 
misconduct, they can bring it to the notice of the Magistrate, Commissioner 
and ultimately to the Government. (Srijut Narendra Nath Dak Gupta ; 
They do not even recognise this.) I con.sider that if kfagistrates and 
Cominissioners and I^ocal Government do not find anything wrong, then 
that officer is right. (Laughter.) 

Sir, as far as the question of choukidars is concerned, we realise that 
]Uiein is a hard lot, and at one time the Government contemplated making 
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exteniive amendments in the Choulddan Act. There were financial impli- 
oations in it and it also meant imposition of certain' taxation on the 
Calcutta Corporation and other municipalities of Bengal. Since we have 
jtaken office we have had not the time to go into this question. We have 
been very busy with famine and the aftermath of famine and the honour- 
able members must realise that this is one of the things which must have 
our prior attention. Rehabilitation and dealing with problems that have 
followed in the wake of famine are the first concern of the Government. 
All our officers, both in the Secretariat and in the mofussal, are busy with 
these problems and it is not possible to take up difficult and complicated 
problems of this character, until and unless we have been able to settle down 
properly and have put rehabilitation schemes on their legs. But here and 
there we have given relief. In Midnapore after the floods the chaukidars 
have got relief to the extent of 1 lakh and JK) thousand rupees. 
(Dr, Nai.tnak.sha Sanyal: For efficiently burning the houses.) In 
Chittagong, Comilla and Feni, tliey have got some special allowance and 
there is a proposal to give them a very small relief immediately, but I may 
mention that if we increase their pay by one rupee on the existing basis the 
cost of the Provincial Government will l»e to the extent of 9 lakhs of rupees. 

Dr. Sanyal has also raised the question of collective fines. After we 
took office there wer^ only two or three cases of im])OHition of new collective 
flues. Most of them have been realised and it was not a live issue during 
our time. Had it been so I w{mld certainly have looked into it and tried 
to deal with the thing properly. Rut I maintain thai very small fines were 
levied during our term of office and exce])ting one case which he has 
mentioned, that of Dinajpur, where one individual made an appeal, there 
was hardly anything to he done. All that was done had been practically 
done in the time of the old regime and it was not a live issue and it is not 
a live issue n(»w, and T believe there is hardly any likelihood of any collec- 
tive fines being imposed in future. 

Sir, I am reminded of the recent Jai)aiiese attacks in the Arakaii area. 
The onslaught that has been made by the Opposition the other day and the 
jubiliation and the reports circulated and the propaganda that has been 
made remind me veiy much, us I said before, of a recent attack by the 
Japanese in the Arakan area. I sometime li.sten to the Saigon radio. I 
do not know if my friends opposite do, but they gave one to understand that 
after their attacks the entire Allied Army is going to surrender and they 
will be in Ohittagong. Actually Buthidaung has been captured by the 
Allies and the Japanest are in full retreat. By the grace of God we are 
safe. Our reinforcements are arriving and the Opposition will he routed 
in the similar manner. (Applause from Coalition Benches.) 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. l,40,13,tKK) for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 w'as then put and a division called while the 
division bell w'«s ringing. 

Mft SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 must lie fair to all concerned. It 
will be better if members of the Opposition go back to their own seats and 
members of the Government side also resume their seats. Mr. Zaman and 
Ehan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Eahmau, please go back to your own seats. 
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(Loud tad continuous uproar.) 

(At thk stage the House was adjourned for half an hour.) 

(After adjournment,) 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, before you proceed with 
the voting, because that is what T suppose is your intention, may I make 
one submission? Unless Mr. Nooruddin makes an unqualified apology for 
having assaulted a member of this House we shall not allow the voting to 
take place this evening. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir^ already the rules of business 
have been broken, because this House stood adjourned at your instance after 
division had been claimed and the doors left open. After division had 
been claimed, it is possible that many members had gone away. In the 
circumstances, Sir, before amends, full amends, are made and an unquali- 
fied apology is tendered by Mr. Nooruddin, brother-in-law of Sir 
Nazimuddin, we are not going to allow the voting. (Uproar.) 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I ri.se to try if I can to bring peace in 
the midst of so much disorder. There is nothing to be afraid of me. I am 
not fit for pugilistic feats with a bad left arm, but I think it my duty, 
rather an unpleasant one, to say that the disgraceful incident which we 
noticed a few minutes ago is only the culmination of a series of such 
(Kcurrences whi('h have been taking jdace in the lobbies, oukide the 
liCgislature and practically all over the city. I do not wish to say anything 
which will raise controversy, but I have noticed two incident.s whi(‘)) would 
show how much our parliamentary instinct.s have iKM'oine utterlv (lemoralised 
in our fight for securing as many \otes as possible for the parties w'e 
represent. As a matter of fact, we are not honestly discharging our duties 
if we try to force opinions on other people either for or against particular 
(piestions. Yesterday, I noticed one member of the Scheduled Castes was 
leaving the House and was going home. Two I'arliamentary Se<retariert 
immediately pounced upon him as a falcon pounces on its prey. (Inter- 
ruption.) I have not mentioned names. I am only saying — though I do 
not say that this has been done with the approval of the Ministers or of the 
Government party — this is how things are going on. He was hustled into 
the room and one Parliamentary^ Swretary sat on each side of him. Today 
the same thing happens. 

Now, Sir, 80 far as this incident is concerned I was sitting here, and I 
cannot vouch for what had actually taken place, but I noticed that one 
member of the House who had always voted with us, with the Opposition, 
and who has come to attend the session today on our invitation and voted 
on the last occasion with us was sitting on the last row of the benches 
generally occupied by the members of the Ministerialist party. I noticed 
Mr. Zaman going up to him and I have it from him that all that he said 
was that he being a member of the Opposition should take his seat writh the 
other members of the Opposition. (A voice: He was dragging him.) 

In conclusion I would say what is most unfortunate is that several 
members of the Government party from the farthest end of the room rushed 
to the scene of disturbances. As a matter of fact, my esteemed friend, 
14 
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Mt. Nooruddin, who happens to be a brother of the wife of the Chief 
Minister, gave a blow or assaulted Mr. Zaman. Upon that there was an 
indiscriminate assault. There is a feeling in this House to show our 
resentment in various ways, but I have appealed to them not to allow any 
disturbance but to allow the proceedings to go on. My own feeling is that 
I have got to consult my friends, the Readers of the various groups as to 
what should be our duty towards the proceedings of the Budget Session in 
view of what has taken place tonight, and in view of what has been taking 
place for several days, weeks and months past. 

Now, Sir, it has been suggested that Mr. Nooruddin should apologise. 
That is a mutter of detail. Whether he will do it or not I do not know. 
If he does, that is an end of the matter. If he does not, then we reserve to 
ourselves the right of announcing our policy tomorrow. (Mr, Shamsuddin 
Ahmej) : Why not tonight P) I do not know if you can do it tonight. 
All these things Lave got to be decided in cool moments and not in a heated 
atmosphere. Therefore, T say, so far as we are con(;erned. we reserve the 
right to come to a decision as to what should be the policy and attitude of 
the Opjmsition towards the proceedings of the present Budget Session. The 
(Government may^ ])ri(le itself on the fact that it commands at the present 
moment a majority. (Mr. SnAMSunniN Ahmed: With the help of the 
Europeans.) With or without Europeans, because the European votes have 
got to be counted and w*e <*annot ignore them. But we know how that 
majority is composed. In spite of all that, we have not go1 the slightest 
intention of obstructing the proceedings iinless we are forced to do so either 
in vindiction of our rights or as a signal proof of our f(*elings towards the 
manner in whicli the members of the Oovernment are discharging their 
duties. Now% so far as the present incident is concerned, it Mi. Nooruddin 
has got any statement to make he should certainly make that, and if neces- 
sary I will make a further stat<einent after he ha‘< made his stjjtement. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: After you gave your ruling Mr. Zaman did not 
go to his seat and he was asked t(> go over to the other side of t^ie House. 
He w’us found to he drugging a member. 1 then went to help oiii memliers 
there. As soon as 1 arrived there Mr. Zaman jiushed me (cries of “No., no ” 
and “Lie, lie’’ from the Opposition Benches) and you must have seen that. 
It was Mr. Zaman who gave me the push first and I gave him a blow, 
tlnterruptiou. ) I apologise to you, Mr. S]>eaker, and through you to the 
House for my share iu the disturbance that was created in tl»e House. I feel 
that Mr. Zaman also should apologise. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr, Zaman, are you willing to make any statement f 

Mr. 8YED iADRUDDUJA : He is the aggrieved person and he will cer- 
tainly make a statement. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : Mr. Zaman could not understand what 
Mr. Nooruddin said. It has to be explained to him and that is the difficulty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall explain to him in Bengali; ^ 
c-5fcf ^ ^ ^ \ 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : I 

^ I order “go to your aeate^. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: tiif^^ ^ f%{ ^ i 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, ^tfk I 

Mr. SPEAKER; I have heard both sides. Mr. Nooruddin has apologised. 
(Several voices from the Opiiosifion : To whom.»^l For the unpleasant 
incident that has taken place he has apologised to the Chair and to the whole 
House which includes Mr. Zainan. 

Mr. 8YE0 BADRUDDUJA: Sir, that will not satisfy us. We want an 
unqualified and unconditional apology from Mr. Nooruddin to Mr. Zamnu; 
otlierwi.se we are not going to condone him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Badrudduja, he has already apologised. Ut me 
explain. Will you please sit down? 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: lie must apologise unconditionally. This 
-Mr. Nooruddin rushed towards the Deputy Speaker in a threatening attitude 
and created another scene on a previous occasion. He must he made to offer 
an unqualified apology for assaulting Mr. Zamaii (cries of “No, no" from the 
Coalition Benches) and for having created a disgraceful scene in this House 
(loud noise from the Coalition as well as from the Opposition Benches) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Will you kindl.v permit me, Mr. 
Badrudduja, just to say that when 1 was on my l(>g,H 1 did not expect this 
trom the Mayor of Calcutta!’' (Loud apjiluuse from the Coalition Beiicbes 
and cries of '•.Shame, shame" and "Withdraw, withdraw" from the 
njipo.nition Hcnches.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after all these 
attempts on the part of the Opposition leaders to culm down the temper of 
the House, it is disgraceful on the part of the Speaker .>1 the House to side 
with one psarty of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly allow me to explain myself? What 
r meant is thise— not that 1 meant any reproach for you, Mr. Hadrudduja 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You did. 

Wr. SPEAKER. Well, at that time when I was on my legH I asked you 
to sit down and I did not expect that you would .still persist in speaking. 

If you still say that there was (At this ntage there was loud noise froin 

the Opposition as well as from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. 8YED BAORUODUJA: Sir, you mu.st not only be the custodian of 
the rights and privileges of the House but I expect you to be the defender of 
the ^gnity of the House as well. I have not to learn rules of business or 
parliamentary or constitutional procedure in tliis House. May I appeal to 
you in the name rff constitutional procedure that of all persons you should 
not have cast such reflection upon the Chairman of another House in this way. 

I am surprised to see that of all persons you, as Speaker of the House, should 

lacking in parliamentary etiquette. (Cries of “Shame! shame!’' and 
^^Bengn, resign” from the Opposition Benches.) 

14 a 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Badruddaja, will you please allow me to explain— — 
(Ories of “No, we will not allow you to speak'" and “withdraw” from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUdA: As Chairman of another House 1 have been 
conducting meetings from day to day but I have never allowed such a dis- 
graceful scene in the Corporation to mar tor tarnish the dignity of that House 
for one single day but have very often brought order out of confusion amidst 
the most trying circumstances. But under your regime here you have 
allowed Mr. Nooruddin to create a disgraceful scene before your very eyes. 
You have not risen to the height of the occasion, you have not risen to the 
gravity of the situation but you have allowed this disgraceful scene to be 
enacted much to the disgrace of this House and of this Legislature. You 
as the Speaker of this House have allowed its proceedings to be interfered 
with and tarnished by such disgraceful scenes as have happened here. T 
appeal to you in the name of the dignity of this House and in the name of 
the dignity of the constitution to withdraw the remark whicdi you have just 
made. (Loud noise from both sides of the House.) 

Mr. ANANDI LAL PODDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I as Deputy Mayor of 
the Calcutta Corporation bring this charge against you that you have cast 
certain serious reflections upon the Mayor of (hilcutta which is quite 
unworthy of the position which you hold here. Was it befitting your high 
position as Speaker of this House to run away from the House like a coward 
leaving behind that ugly scene to take its own course after declaring the 
adjournment of the House!' If as a result of your fleeing away from the 
House any member had died as u re.siilt of injuries you would have been 
held responsible for that, (Cries of “Resign, resigh” from the f)]>position 
Benches.) 

Ml*. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, you have given an unwarrant- 
ed admonition to the Opposition which we will not tolerate. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS 1 think I have been misunderstood. I never intended 
to cast any reflection on the method of conduct of business by the Mayor :>f 
Calcutta within his jurisdiction. All that T intended to state was that he 
must be conversant with the rules of business an<l, as such, I expected that 
when 1 was on my legs he should not insist on sj>eaking. That was what 
I intended and that was what I wanted to convey. (Loud noise from the 
Opposition Benches.) If members take the attitude that even when the 
Speaker is on his legs every member has got the right to go on insisting on 
speaking and go on apeaking, then I think no business of the House can be 
conducted. As regards other reflections that have been made on me in this 
House today, I can only say that I have discharged my duty to the best of 
my knowledge and ability and according to the dictates of my (‘onscience. If 
I have not fulfilled the expectations of this House I am prepared to resign 
tomorrow. (Cries of “No, no” from the Coalition Benches.) I cannot do 
auything better. That is all that is j>ossible for me to do. I will consult 
the leaders of different groups and if the House vso desires I will tender my 
resignation tomorrow, (Cries of “No, no” from both sides of the House.) 

Now, so far as the business of the House is (Concerned there has been an 
apology from Mr. Nooruddin. The apology has been tendered. I have 
just tried to explain my position becanse my integrity and my honesty in the 
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discharge of my duties seem to have been challenged, but I still say that I 
am trying to do my duty according to my conscience and to the best of ray 
ability and according to the light that is within me. It is most deplorable 
that such a thing should have taken place. It reflects no credit on anybody ; 
it does not reflect any credit either on the Government or on the Opposition 
or on the Speaker. But an apology has been tendered by Mr. Nooruddin : 
that apology has been tendered to the Speaker who is, according to conven- 
tion, the custodian of the rights and privileges and dignity of the House, and 
an apology has also been made to the entire House by Mr. Nooruddin : that 
apology includes an apology to any member in the House who is aggrieved. 
Therefore, I think that apology should be considered suflicient. 

If anything more is needed, I think the members concerned may shake 
hands after the business of the House is over. I think that will be the best 
thing that I can suggest for the consideration of this House. (Dr. Syama- 
piMSAi) Mookerjke : Let him come and apologise.) I think it will he better 
if they shake hands. If they can do it here and now, that will he the best. 
If they cannot do it now, I think that can be done tomorrow or on any subse- 
((uent date. ('Mr. Sasanka Skkhkk S^pn'AL: Delay will take away the 
grace,* T cannot force any member of this House to do any particular act 
or to proceed in a i)arficular manner. 

I appeal to tlie Leaders of the House to make up this affair and I still hope 
that it should he made up here and now and in a minute. It is a simple 
thing. In our parliamentary life we ought not to harbour any grudge or any 
ill-feeling against eacli other. May I appeal to Mr. Bn^u to see that the two 
gentlemen shake hands? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, T should he most happy if such a 
termination takes place of such an ugly affair. It is for Mr. Nooruddin to 
rrtme half way and then Mr. Zaman w’ill be too ready to sro and shake hands. 

^Mr. K. Nooruddin and Mr, A. M. A. Zaman then shof)k hands in the 
well of the IToiise amidst loud applause.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Sir, before you proceed, may I 
make one humble request? I believe you will realise that vour reference to 
Mr. Syed Badrudduja as Mayor was really uncalled for. Kven if you feel, 
as you have said, that Mr. Syed Badrudduja should not have Ht4)od up when 
you were on your leg.s, you might have said was a conduct not worthy of 
Mr. Ryed Badrudduia" but to say “it was not worthy of the Mayor of 
Calcutta” was certainly far from your mind. I believe the happy termina- 
tion of this affair will be for you to withdraw' this reference to the Mayor of 
Calcutta. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS I never intended to cast any reflection upon the Mayor 
of Calcutta. That goes without saying. I think I made that abundantly 
clear and if there is the slightest misgiving about that even now, I again say 
I never wanted to make the slightest reflection upon Mr. Badrudduja as the 
Mayor of Calcutta. 

Let us proceed with the business of ithe House. I think I have to put the 
motion tgnia. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Bs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Bs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about — 

{i) the general policy of the Government, 

{ii) the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries, 

{iti) the corruption and bribery, 

(iv) separation of judiciary from the executive, 

(i^) method of transfer of officers, 

(in) retrenchment, 

(vii) high pay of the suj>erior officers and low pay of the lower grade 
officers, 

was then put and a division taken with the tollowung result ; — 


AYES— M. 

Kaeia, Mr. NUhitka Natk. 

Ukiri, laka Aikatatk. 

Maktak, Makarajaikiraja iakaiar Utfay Okaak, a1 
larkwaa. 

MaJI. Mr. Akwalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mn. Haaiaprava. 

Maaial, Mr. tlraf Okaatfra. 

Maairaiiaaiaa lilaaiakaili, Maalaaa Mi. 

Maskul Nasala, Mr. 

MaaktrjM, Or. lyamaiN'aMMl. 

Makaaimai Atial, Kkaa takaiar Maaivi tyai. 
Makamaiai ikrakim, Maaivi. 

Makaaiaiai lalaiaiaa, Kkaa Kakaiar Maaivi. 

MakarJI, Mr Dkiraaira Narayaa. 

Makktrji, Dr. H. 0. 

MakkarJI, Dr. Ikaral Okaaira. 

MaHlfk, Irilat Atkataak. 

Mavtafa Ail Daaraa. Maaivi. 

Naail, Makaraja triatkaaira, af Oaaaiaikaiar. 
Naakar, Mr. Naai Okaaira. 

Paal, Sir Nari laakar. 

Ptiiar, Mr. Aaaaiifal. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tariaickaraa. 

RaJIkaMla TaraMar, Maaivi. 

Raailtaiila AkaMi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrlakaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiaika Natk. 

Ray, Mr. PaNraai. 

Ray, Iklk Ikakkaraavar, Kaaiar. 
laaaaRak, Dr. 
laayal. Dr. NaNaakaka. 
laayal, Mr. tauaka lakkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaa^ 

•aa, Mr. DMraaira Natk. 

•aa, iagaak Okaaira, Ral Rakaiar. 
laa tapta. Mn. Mlk, 

Ok a ai i aii l a Akani, Mr. 
tka nia i iia Akani Kkaaikw, Mr. 

•kaanal Naia, Maalaaa. 

Oiaka, Ortlat Maalaira Rkaaaa. 

•ar, Mr. M a raai r a Kaaiar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Pranalka Raajaa. 

TalM Ak»ai SkMiikary, MMMvl 
WiRar RakMM, Maaivi. 

Vkaaaf pNaa. 

XMRkB, Mr. A. M. A. 

UM. 1 


Akial Natl, Mr. Mia. 

AkivI Naaili Ikak. Maaivi. 

Akial iakkar Paiwaa, Mr. Mi. 

ANal Kaiar, Mr. (allai Lai Mvak). 

Akial MaJM, Maaivi IMynaailaik). 

Akial Wakai, Maaivi. 

Akiar Ranak, Maaivi. 

Aka Nanala larkar, Maaivi. 

Aakaryya Okaaikary, Makaraja laakl Kaata, at 
Maktafaaka, Myaiaaiiafk. 

Akmai AH laayv^rl, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
Aknai Kkaa, Mr. lyai. 

Aflaiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Rail Akani Okaaikary, Kkaa Rakaiar NaJI. 
Rairaiiaja, Mr. lyai. 

RaaarJaa, Mr. Pranatka Natk. 

RaaarJL Mr. P. 

Raral AH. Mr. Mi. 

Raraia, Mr. PaipaJIt. 

Raraiaa, Mr. Upaaira Natk. 

Raaa, Mr. laalaik Kanar. 

Rkaarailk, Dr. Raklaia Okaaira. 

Rlivaa, Raka Lakakaii Narayaa. 

RMvaa, Mr. lanaira Natk. 

Okatlapaikyay. Mr. Nartyaia. 

RkaaikarL RH Naraaira Natk. 

•ai, Raka Raikaaatk. 

Daa Rapta, Dr. i. M. 

DM, Rapta, Irilat Naraaira Natk. 

RattA Mr. Dkiraaira Natk. 

DalaL Mr. Haraaira Natk. 

Oatta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datta Rapta, Mlai Mira, 
tikar, Mr. Upaaira Natk. 

PMat Nao, Mr. A. K. 

•kaaa, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 

RUwaiiia Akani, Mr. 

Ralaai Rakkaal Akaaiaiai, MaatvL 
Raiaai larvar Naaalal, Mr. Ikak lyai. 

Rapta, Mr. iaiaak Okaaira. 

•yataOMa Akani OkaaOkary, AMaiJ. 

NaklkollaR. Nawak Rakaiar Kh at Daaaa. 

NaMM AN Rkanikary, Mr. lyai. 

NaMnai AN Kkaa. Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi. 

Nftv Akani Mia, MaatvL 
lalaliiMa Maikaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
iaiia. Ml. 1. D. 

Raaak AR MalaaNlar, MaatvL 
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am AHi. mm»m* mt, 

AM«I Nats. Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hakatn. Mr. (Khatai). 
am NaUn, MaMfi (MynMatogt}* 

AMal NaUai VIkranpari. Maalvl M«. 
am HaaM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal tatkar, Maatvi. 

Altai Kaifa^ Mr. 

AMal Law tiwrai. MaaM. 

AM MalMi Mr. lyM (NaalikaH). 

AM MalaMI Mam, Dr. 

AM Wakal Kfcaa, Kkaa talatar. 

AMaka-al MakaiaM, Mr. 

AMar Ralaiaa. Klaa talMar A. P. M. 

AMar Rataiaa aiMlal. Mr. 

AMar RastlM MakaiaM, Mr. 

AMar RaWaM, Maalvl Mt. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa RakMar Maalvl I. (Haarrak). 
AMar Raaf. Kkaa RakMar Ikak (Raagpar). 
AMaa Ikakaat, Maalvl Mtf. 

Akal Pail. Mr. Mt. 

Akal Naiklai. Maalvl. 

Akal Nasala AkaiM, Mr. 

Akal Maiat. Kati. 

Akal Qaanai. Maalvl. 

Akant All MIrtka, Maalvl. 

Akant Ntiala. Mr. 

AltaiaMla AkaiM, Kkaa RakMar Maalvl. 
Aailr All Mia, Maalvl Mt. 

Aaaaral AilM. Kkaa RakMar Mt. 

AalM NMiala Kkaa, Kkaa RakMar Maalvl. 
Raraia, tka Haa’kit Mr. Prankari. 

Ramaa, Raka Ikyaaia PratM. 

Rlrkaiyra. Hr Haary, Rart. 

Riiwaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 
tkakrakarty. Mr. tatlatra Natk. 

Okakrakarty, Raka Naraatra Narayaa. 
Oklppaatala. Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Ral Caklk Aaakal Ckaatra. 

Daa. Ral Caklk KIrK Rkataa. 

Daa, Mr. Maamakaa. 

Dan, Raka DakaMra Natk. 

CaitMal Nacaa, Kail. 

Parfcat Raaa Kkaaaai, Ragaai. 

Paslal Qaatir, Kkaa RakMar MaalvL 
Pastor Rakaiaa, Mr. (Daaea). 

Pastor Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaavalagk). 

Rtottlag. Mr. 0.. O.I.I. 
taBMS, Mr. R. A. 

RaivaaiL tka Haa'Ma Mr. TaM OkMtra. 
RrlfRki, Mr. C. 

Rapla, Mr. 4 , N. 

Raraag. Mr. Daaikar llagk. 

NaRsattIa tkaatkarl, Maahrt 
NaaiWattta Akant, Kkaa Caklk. 

NaaHNaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naalaa MankM, Mrs. M.R.E. 

NatoaMHy taaiMar, Kkaa Caklk MaalvL 
M M raaa t , Cto. Ragan. 

Naatry, Mr. DavM. 

MMsaL Mr. M. A. P.. O.R.E. 


Natfa, Mf. N. R. 

Iipakaal. Mr. M. A. N.. II.R.K. 
talalattia Akaiat, tka NM'Ma Kkaa RakaCar MaalvL 
taMarattIa Akant. Kkaa RakMar MaalvL 
Kakirattla Kkaa, Kkaa RakMar MaalvL 
Kasaai AH Hina, CaMkiata Kavaa tak CyM. 
KMaaty, Hr. I. i. 

Katoar, Hr. Atal OkaMra. 

Lalak, Mr. taka. 

HaaktrsM, Mr. i. p. 

Matsattto AkaiM. ‘Dr. IRagra). 

Matsattia Akant, Kkaa caklk Maalvl (Tlppara). 
Haatal, Mr. AairHa Lai. 

MaataL Mr. Raaka Rakari. 

Haatal. Mr. tagal Ckaatra. 

Haatal, Ikt Nta‘Mt Mr. tagaatra Natk. 

Haatal, Mr. Kriakaa PraaM. 

Maalrattto Akkaat, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaMt All, Kkaa RakMar. 

Maaiaai AH Mallak, MmIvI M. 

MataaiaMi Nag, Maalvl Mt. 

MakaaiaiM AMal Hallai. MaHa, Mr. 

HakaaiaiM likagaa. Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiM liralt, Maalvl. 

MakaaiaiM CMtlgaa. Kkaa RakMar Dr. Cyat. 
Makarjaa, tka Naa'kia Mr. Tarakaatk M. R. I. 
Mamak. Mr. Makaata Rakari. 

Mattlek, tka Naa'kia Mr. Palla Rakari. 

Matfcarraff Naaaala, tka Haa'Ma Maarak, Kkaa RakMar 
« Maitagaarial Hagaa, Mr CyM. 

Nasarallak, RaarakiMa K. 

NaslaiaMla, tka Naa'Ma Kkaraja Cir, K.C.I.I. 
Naarattto. Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R., M. R. C. 

Pala, tka HM’kla Mr. RarMa Praaaaaa. 

Pawall, Mr. t. A. 

Rataar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

CMarattIa Akant. Mr. 

CaClrattla AkaiM, HaJI. ^ 

Cakaka-Atoai. Mr. CyM. 

Cailai, Hr. C. A. 

Carfcar, Raka MMkaaataa. 

^ Caralvl lilaai, Mr. 

CkakakaMla, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Kkarala, C.R.I. 

CkakMaU, Mr. 

Ciagka, Raka Kakatrs NaU. 

Ctrtar, Raka Ulta Haata. 

CkIpwHk, Mr. W. K. 

CaiarL Mr. t. N. 

Carytk OakMraa, Mr. D. R. 

Clark, Mr A P. 

Cakra«arty,tka Haa’Ma Nr. N. C. 

•tovaaiM, Mr. R. A. N. 

Taartsattta Kkaa, tka Naa’Ma Mr 
Tkanaaa, Mr. C. N. 

Walkar, Hr t. R. 

Walkar, Hr. W. A. H., C. i. I. 

WkNakiM, Hr. R. R. 

Wartsarartk, Hr. W. R., C.I.K. 

Yaiaf AN Rkaatka r y, Hr. 

Zakar Ak«at, Rkaatkary, MaalvL 


The Ayes being 95 and the Noes 12>i, the motion was lust. 

The motion pf Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra-^ 
tion’* be reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Bs. 1,40,13,000 
for ex|>enditure under the head “25 — General Administration^ be reduced by 
Btt. 100, waa then put cmd bet. 
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The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head **25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Re. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head **25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Ashutosh Lahiri that the demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head ”25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

(Sir Henry Birkmyre rose in his seat.) 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, at this stage no motion should l)e 
allowed to be withdrawn. If any motion is attempted to be withdrawn we shall 
go to vote. At this stage no speech is allowed ; only a point of order can be 
raised. If the honourable member wanted to speak, he ought to have done 
that earlier. 

8ir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, in view of the ample assurance given by 
the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

Mfi 8PEAKER: Leave has beep asked for by Wr Henry Birkmyre to 
withdraw his motion. Is there any objection P (Cries of “Yes”, ”yes” 
from the Opposition Benches and cries of “No”, ‘*no” from the 

Ministerialist Benches.) 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The European 
party^has been consistently supporting the Government and has been identi- 
fied with the Government party and so they should not be allowed to move cut 
motions, because it is the convention in this House that the Government 
party never moves any cut motions. It is the privilege of the Opposition 
to move cut motions. But here, Sir, the European party is moving cut 
motions and then trying to withdraw them at the end. I submit. Sir, 
that this is not permissible under the convention. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think I am not called upon at this stage to give any 
decision on the point of order raised. 

The question that leave be granted to Sir Henry Birkm\Te to withdraw 
his motion that the demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the 
head ”25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put 
and agreed to. The motion was withdrawn. 

The motion of Babu Eadhanath Das that the demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the bead “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Eamisuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Es. 1,40,18,000 for expenditure under the head *‘25~~General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramiiuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,18,000 for expenditure iinder the head **25 — General Adminiatra^ 
tion” be reduced by Et. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head **25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sanaullah that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for 
expenditure under the head ”25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Naliuaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lo>t. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahdur Razzak that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” he reduced 
by Rs. 100, which was niove<l to raise a discussion about the failure of 
(jovernmeiit to stop recital ot the Holy Quran in f»Tam(>p)hone records, was 
then put and a dirision taken, with the followdnj>f result: — 


AYES— 9S. 


AMal HaAi, Hr. Mia. 

AMal HaaiM thaa. Maalvi. 

AMal JaMar Falwaa, Mr. Mi. 

AMal Ka«ar, Mr. (aliai Lai Mcak). 

AMal MaJM, Maalvi (My««aiiaga). 

AMal WaiiM. Maalvi. 

AMar Raisak, Maalvi. 

AN Hauaia tarkar, Maalvi. 

Aekanrik Chauiliary, Makaraja latlii Kaata. at 
Maktafacka, Myaivatinik. 

AkaiM AH EaayttMri. Kkaa SakMar Maalaaa. 
AhiMS Kkaa, Mr. lyM. 

AiimaMia AkmM. Mr. 

•Ml Akmvi CkaaSkary, Kkaa RakMar Hall. 
•Mrvatfoja, Mr. lyM. 

■aatrlM, Mr. Praaiatlii Natk. 

■aatrji, Mr. f. 

•arat All, Mr. Mtf. 

•nraia, Mr. PaipaJIt 
•araiaa. Mr. UpanEra Natk. 

■am. Mr. Saataik Kaaiar. 

•Iiawailk, Dr. DaMatfa Okaatfra. 

•itarat, iafea LaktHaii Narayaa. 

Ritaraa, Mr. laraaEra Natk. 

OkattapMkyay, Mr. NartpMa. 

•kaatfkarL Rai NaraaEra Ralk. 

Oai, taka RMkaaatk. 

Daa Rapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dai RapCa, trijat RartaMra Hatk. 

Dtita. Mr. Dkirtatfra Ratk. 

Dalai, Hr. Haraaira Hatk. 

Datia, Hr. lakaaiar. 

Datta Rapta, Mitt Mira. 

K«kar. Hr. ttpaapraaatk. 

IMaial Maia*. Kul- 
PtMal Mak, Hr. A. K. 

Maaa, Mr. Alai KrUkaa. 

•l a aiiMa AkaMR, Hr. 

Ratal Rakkaai AkaaiaiM, HaatvI. 

Ralaa larwar Maaalal, Hr. Ikak tyai. 

Ra p ta, Mr. Jagaak Rkaatfra. 

RftMMMki AkaM R h aa lfc anF, ARiaRI. 

MMiMM. RMrak RaRMar K., af OaiML 
Haaaa AR RtHwikary, Hr. AyaR. 

Umrn AM Mkm, KImn Ra i Mar HaalvL 
Mrfa AtaMi «•. MUmM. 

MRR.aE.I*R. 

RHMk Al ■R hw ii f , MmM. 

KhH^ Mb BtMmim UM. 


Kaaia, Mr. RiikHka Natk. 

Ukirt, iaka Aikataik. 

Haktak, Makara|Mklra|a RakMar Utfay Okaatf, at 
iarivaa. 

Maji, Hr. ARaraita Kaaiar. 

Majamtfar, Mri. Haaiaprava. 

Maaial, Mr. Rirat Okaaira. 

Maairaiiaiaaal lHaaiakaRI, Maalaaa Mi. 

Magkal NPiaia. Mr. 

MaakirjM. Dr. SyamapratM. 

MakamaiM Atial, Kkaa RakMar Maalvi lyvR. 
MakaaiaiM Ikraklai, Maalvi. 

MakaaiaiM lolalaiaa, Kkaa RakMar Maahrl. 
Makvrji, Mr. Dkirvaira Narayaa. 

Makkvrji, Dr. N. 0. 

Makktrji, Dr. Ikarat Okaaira. 

MaHItk, Irijat Aikataik. 

Maitata All Diwaa, Maalvi. 

Naaiy, Makaraja Iritikaaira, af OaaalBikaaar. 

Naikar, Mr Naai Okaaira. 

Paal, Hr Hari laakar 
PMiar, Mr. AaaaiHal. 

Praaimrik, Mr. Tariaiakaraa. 

RaJikaMia Tarafiar, Maalvi. 

RaiaiiMiilB AkiMi. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. KaaiaNkriikaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa laafcar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaittka Natk. 

Nay, Mr. Pattraai. 

Ray, Iklk Ikafckaiatwar, Kaaiar. 

•aaaaliak, Dr. 

•aayai. Dr. HaHaakitia. 
iaayaL Mr. iaaaaka fakkar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

•m, Mr. Dkiraaira Nath. 

laa, iffask RkaaRra; Rai tahaiar. 

•aa-Rapta, Mr*. NaNla. 

•kaaiaiiia AkaMi, Mr. 

•kamaiRla AhMM Khaaihar, Hr. 

tiaha, lillat HaalaRni RhatM. 

•ar, Mr. NaraMra Kaaar. 
nmar, Mr. PnuiMhi Raaiaa. 

Tam Ah«iR fbaaRhary, Maalvf NML 
WMNir tahMaa, MaalvL 
Yaanf Miiia. 

Umm, Mr. A. «. A. 
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Akim AMlh MMlMf Mi. 

AMHi Mail, Mr. Minta. 

Akim Hakatai, Mr. (Kkahia). 

Akial Nakim, Maalvi (MyiRtaitofk). 

AHmI Hakim VIkramiMirl, Maalvl Mi. 

Akiai HaaMi. Mr. A. M. 

Akial iakkar, Maalvl. 

Akial Karim, Mr. 

AMal UtM tltwai, Maalvl. 

AMal MalM. Mr. Ijrai. (NaakhafI). 

Akial Matalak Malik, Or. 

Akialla-al Makmaai, Mr. 

Akiar Rakmaa, Kkaa lakaar A. r. M. 

Akiar Rakmaa Iliilil, Mr. 

Akiar Raiakli Makmaai, Mr. 

ANar Raakaai, Maalvl Mi. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl I. (Nawrak). 
ANar Raaf, Kkaa RakNar Ikak IRaagkar). 
ANat IkalHwi, Maalvl Mi. 

ANI Fail, Mr. Mi. 

ANI Haakim, Maalvl. 

Akal Haiala AkmN, Mr. 

Akal Matai, Kail. 

Akal Qaamm, Maalvl. 

Akmai All Mrtika. Maalvl. 

Akami Moaala, Mr. 

ANaiaNla AkmN. Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvl. Mi. 

Aawaral Ailm, Kkaa RakNar Mi. 

AalN Hauala Kkaa, Kkaa RakNar Maalvl. 
Rarma, Ika Naa'kia Mr. Framkarl. 

Rarmaa, Raka IkyaMa Fratai. 

RIrkmyrt, Hr Naary, Rart. 

Rtnrai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 
ikakrakarty, Mr. iatlaira Natk. 

OkakraNrty, Raka NarvNra Marajraa. 

OklFNiiala, Mr. i. W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Ral laklk Aaukal Okaaira. 

Oat, Ral laklk KIrIt Rkataa. 

Oai, Mr. Maamakaa. 

Oaw, Raka Oakaaira Natk. 

Farkat Raaa Kkaaam, Ragam. # 

Fallal QaNIr, Kkaa RakNar Maalvl. 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Oaaaa). 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Mymaailafk). 

RINilai, Mr. 0., O.I.I. 

Ramaa, Mr. R. A. 

Ratwaml, tka Naa’kfa Mr. Talal Okaaira. 

•riMtka, Mr. 0. 

RaiMa, Mr. i. N. 

•araag, Mr. Oamkar itagk. 

NaitaMla Okaaikary, Maalvl. 

Namliaiila AkmN, Kkaa laklk. 

HamlHaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naalaa MarakN, Mri.. M.R.C. 

Hatamally iamNar, Kkaa laMk Maalvl. 
Naywaai. Mr. Ragart. 

NMiry, Mr. OavM. 

NIiHaL Mr. M. A. F., O.R.K. 


Naiga, Mr. N. R. 

■tFakaal. Mr. M. A. N., M.R.K. 
iaIalaMia Akmai. tka NM'kIa Kkaa RUaiar Maalvl. 
iaaimaiila Akmai. Kkaa RakNar MaaM. 
KaMraNIa Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

|(aiam AH Mina, lakikiaia Kaaraa iak iyai. 
RMaNy, Mr. I. R. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

LaMt, Mr. NN. 

MtkkarMa, Mr. R. r. 

MaliaMla Akami, Or. (Ragra). 

Maiiaiila AkmN. Kkaa laklk Maalvl (Tiaaaral. 
Maaial, Mr. AmHta Lai. » w i 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Rakari. 

Maaial. Mr. iagal Okaaira. 

Maaial, tka Naa'kia Mr. iagaaira Natk. 

Maaial, Mr. Kritkaa FratN. 

MaairaMla Akkaai. MmIvI. 

MakammN All. Kkaa RakNar. 

Mailtm All Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Maiammal Haa. Maalvl Mi. 

MakammN ANal Nallm Malla. Mr. 

MakammN likNat, Maalvl. 

MakammN lirall. Maalvl. 

MakammN lliilgat, Kkaa RakNar Or. lyN. 
Maktrjta. tka Haa'kia Mr. Taraknatk. M. R. I. 
Mallick. Mr. Makaaia Rakary. 

Mallick, tka Han'Ma Mr. Falla Rakary. 

Matkarraff Hataaln. tka Haa'kia NawN, Kkaa RNNar 
Naaarallak, Nawakiaia K. 

NatImaNIa, tka Haa'bla Kk»a|a Hr. K.O.I.l. 
Naaraiila, Mr. K. 

Nartaa. Mr. H. R., M. R. E. 

Fala, tka Naa’kia Mr. Raraia Frataaaa. 

Fawall, Mr. i. A. 

Raiaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 

INaraMla AkmN, Mr. 
laflruiila AkaiN, NaJI. 
lakaka-Alam, Mr. lyN. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Raka MNkaaaiaa. 
larajal Islam, Mr. 

Ikakakaiiia, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Kkwala. O.R.K. 
IkakNall, Mr. 

Hngka, Raka Kskatra Natk. 

Hriar. RNa Utta Maaia. 

Iklywitk, Mr. W. E. 

Imart. Mr. i. N. 

Imytk-OtNaraa, Mr. 0. R. 

Hark, Mr. A. F. 

lakrawaNy, tka Naa'kia Mr. N. I. 

Itavaaiaa, Mr. R. A. H. 

TamiiaNIa Kkaa, tN Naa'kia Mr. 

Tkarmaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Walkar. Mr. i. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M.. 0. R. 1. 

WkItakaN, Mr. R. r. 

Wariawartk, Mr. W. 0., 0. 1. S. 

Vaaaf AN Okaaikary, Mr. 

ZNar AkmN OkaNkary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes heiiijf 5*fi and the Noes 120, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the demand of 
Its. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head •26— General Administm- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
B*. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25— General Adminiatm- 
tion” be reduced by Ra. 100, waa then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of R«. 1,40,13,000 
tor expenditure under the head “25^1eneral Administration” be reduced 
by Rs- 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Di\ Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Arlininistration” l>e reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand ot RwS. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “2r»— General Administration “ he rcdueed by 
Rft. 100, was then put and losl. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gui>tu that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,(K)0 tor expendituie under the head “25 — ^General Administra- 
tion” be reduciMl by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr. 1*. Ranerji that the demand of R«. 1,40,13,000 for 
expenditure under tlie head ‘‘25 — fteneral Administration*’ be reduced by 
Ks. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P Hanerji that the demand of Rs. 1,40, 13. (KK) for 
expenditure iindei tin* head ‘*25 — General Administration” be rcdueed by 
Rs, 1(K>. was then put and lost. 

The motion (d Mr. Patiram Hoy that the demand ol Us. 1.40,13,0(M) for 
expenditure under the head “25— General Administration” be reduced by 
Us. 100, uas tlieii })ut and lost. 

The motion of Mr. rpeiidra Natb Harman that the demand of 
Us. 1-40,13,000 toi t‘\}>enditure under the head “25— General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. KM), was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Hahmlur Haji Hadi Ahmed (Oiowdhury that 
tlie demand ot Us. 1,14,13.000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration” be reduced by Us. KK), was then put am) lost. 

The moti(m of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 1,40,13,(KKI he ^^ranted for expenditure under the head “25 — Gemual 
Administration”, was then ])ut and ji^reed to. 

Adjoummwit. 

The House was then adjourned at 9-40 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 
18th March, 1944. at tlie Assemblv House, (alcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Leipilative Attembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Goven^ent of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
18th March, 1944, at 10 a. in. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushee Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Shortage of small coins in post oflloes. 

•176. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMBADI : ut) 1r the 

Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Depart- 
ment aware of the fact that purchase of postage stamjis is difficult in post 
offices unless the buyer takes with him the requisite amount of small coins 
for the purpose as no change is available in post offices? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the Government of 
India regarding difficulties? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. KhwajA 
Bhahabuddhi) • (a) T believe so, but T have no special information. 

(h) Currency a Central subject. The matter is therefore for the 
Central Government to consider. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal has drawn the attention 
of the Central Government to this matter and asked for interference? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes 

Opening of rtliof kitohens by Government for relief of distressed people. 

•177. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing for the districts of Midnapore, Tippera, Xoakhali, Barisal, 
Rangpur, Chittagong, Burdwan and 24-Pargana8 the approximate percentage 
of total population that — 

(t) have been rendered homeless; and 
(it) are without food by the — 

(1) recent floods, 

(2) last cyclone, 

(3) for evacuation, and 

(4) for other reasonsf 
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(b) Is it a fact that the (Government have started free kitchens in eome 
of the districts of Bengal? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state in respect of each of the districts referred to in (^»)— 

(i) the number of such free kitchens; 

(u) the total amount of foodgrains required for all the kitchens; 

(Hi) the amount of money spent per week; 

(iv) the number of heads fed; and 

(v) the quantity of food prescribed per head of — 

(1) an adult, and 

(2) a child? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of opening 
sufficient number of free kitchens in the affected areas of the Midnapore 
district? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mn Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) (i) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(ii) The information is not available. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) (i) to (n ) A statement showing the present figures and the correspond- 
ing maximum figures attained during the jieriod of distress is laid on the 
Table. 

(r) The quantity originally prescribed was 2 chittaks per head for all, 
but subsequently it w'aa raised to 4 chittaks per head. 

(d) The number of kitchens was increased according to needs. 

I.— Statement referred to in reply to clause (a)(i) of starred question No. 177. 


Peirentagp of population rtmdored homeleMs by — 


District. 

Recent 

Last cyclone. 



Evacuation. 

Other oauaee. 

Midnapore 

•09 

6 6 

14 

Nil 

Tippora 

Nil 

Nil 

•16 


Noakhali 

Nil 

Nil 

Not available 

Not available 

Bakarganj 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Raagpur 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

NU 

Cbittagong 

NU 

NU 

Not available 

Not available. 

Burdwan 

2 to 5 

•126 

•46 

Included in 
column 2. 

24-Parganaa 

Nil 

80 per cent, of 
police- 
lotions 
Ka^wip 
•iM Bagore. 

1-4 
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Bailing gut polluted water from tanka in aaltnoi^frooted areae of Miilnaporo 
and supply of sweet water. 

M78. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in 
charge^of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that water of most of the tanks in the saline-affected areas of the district of 
Midnapore, specially of the Unions Nos. 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 18, 19 of police- 
station Oontai, 4, 5, G, 8 of police-station Khedgree, 9, 10 of police-station 
Ramnagar, in the subdivision of Contai, and 7, 13, 14, 15 of jKil ice-station 
Nandigram, in the subdivision of Tamhik, were polluted by the saline flood 
during the cyclone of the IGth Ocfol)er, 1942, and have been rendered useless 
for cooking and drinking purposes ? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon4>le Minister be 
pleased to state the steps taken by the Government up to this time since the* 
reply given to unstarred question No. 45 on the 15th March, 1943, for the 
provision of sweet water in the saline-affected area — 

(i) by way of sinking tube-wells in sufficient number; 

(ii) by way of bailing out jHdluted water from big tanks; 

(in) by way of excavating new tanks or re-excavaiing old tanks either 
l>€longing to khas mahal or private owners; or 

(iv) by way of drawing up a coinprebensive scheme to bail out the 
polluted watei from the sufficient number of village ponds and 
tanks as test relief work or b> regular (!ontTact system before 
rains of 1943? 

(c) If the reply to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(i) sinking a goo<l number of tube-wells where possible in the said area; 

(it) re-excavating all the khas mahal and big private tanks; and 

(iii) bailing out the polluted water from at least 50 per cent, of the village 
tanks ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (n) Yes 

(h) (?) In the Contai subdivision 4G new^ tube-wells were sunk and GO 
old tube-wells repaired and re-sunk and in the Tamhik subdivision 14 new 
tube-wells were sunk, 9 old tube-wells were re-sunk and 3 were chemically 
washed to make them useable. 

(it) In the Contai subdivision the polluted water was baled out of 792 
tanks. 

(iii) In the Contai subdivision 8 big refugee tanks were excavated and 
314 private tanks re-excavated. In the Tamluk subdivisioi 4 big refugee 
tanks were excavated and 6 private tanks re-excavated. 

(tv) The baling out of polluted water from tanks in the affected areas 
and re-excavatipn of some of them were taken up in pursuance of a com- 
prehensive scheme of test relief works. Many more tanks are shortly to be 
taken up for re-excavation this year in the coastal areas under the Test 
Belief Scheme. 

(e) Does not arise. 



.aUESTIONS. 


[ 18 th Mmm, 


Maillvi AHMEO ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many tanka have been re-excavated within the areaP 

Tha Hon’bia Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: It is already in the 
answer. • 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Was it done by private enterprise or 
by Government effort P 

The Hon’hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: By Government. 

Co-operative etoree for tfiatribution of ration and procurement of <‘aiiian” 

crop. 

M7a Mr. aiBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the names of co-operative stores which have been selected for distri- 
bution of ration in Calcutta and Howrah ; and 

(ii) the amount of financial help, if any, given to each co-operative store 
by Government either as (1) subsidy, or {2) loan, or (d) credit? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether all such ct)- 
operative stores have received financial help from Government ? 

(c) If not, is the Hoirble Minister considering the desirability of extend- 
ing financial help to such co-operative stores which have not yet got the 
same'? 

(d) Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Co-opera- 
tive Department propose to take to help in the procuring of aman crop by 
Government Pi 

(e) Is the Hon’ bio Minister considering the desirability of encouraging 
the l)orn>wers to repay their loans to co-operative credit societies in aman 
crop instead of cash wherever possible? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of the Hon’blo Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (a) (i) A list is laid 

on the Table. 

(u) Nil. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The co-operative stores have not asked for any financial assistance 
nor are Government aware that they require any. 

(d) Instructions have been issued to Co-operative Societies to buy aTruin 
paddy and rice from both members and non-members in rural areas and 
deliver the same to the Chief Agents appointed by Government. This has 
been done in consultation with the Civil Supplies Department. 

(e) This is being encouraged. 



hUI questions. .m 

nj/Wntif to m to elawt (a) (t) of ttsmd gueitioh No. 179. 


OALOtJTTA. 


Shampukur 

. . <1) People’s CJo-operative Stores, 37, C. I. T., Bhupen 
Bose Avenue. 

Jorabagan 

(2) Ward II, People’s Co-operative Stores, 84, AheritoDa* 
Street. 

Taltala 

.. (3) Calcutta Corporation Co-operative Stores, 10, 8. N 
Banerjee Road. 

Ooaaipore 

. . (4) Janaaeva Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 29, Barrackpore 
Trunk Road. 

Maniktola 

. . (5) Shambazar People’s Co-operative Stores, Ltd,, 12C, 
Radha Kanta Jew Street. 

Ballygnnj 

. . (6) Ballygunj Consumers’ Co-operative Stores, 182, Rash- 

behari Avenue. 

(7) Calcutta Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 208/4, Rashbehari 
Avenue. 

Bhowanipur 

.. (8) Bhowanipore Co-operative Society, 23/1, Dwarkanath 
Road. 

(0) Corporation Co-operative Stores, 114/4, Hazra Road. 
(10) Maharashta Co-operative Stores, Ltd, 86/1/1, Beltala 
Road. 

Tollygungo 

.. (11) South India Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 6, Bepin Pal 

Road. 

Alipore 

, . (12) United Friends Co-operative Stores, 20, Bridge Road. 

Watgunge 

(13) Kidderpore People ’^o-operative Storee, Ltd., 70/IA, 
Ekbalpur Road. 


Howbah. 

Nil. 

MauIvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is one prop^raniine for the whole of Bengal Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does ucd arise. 

Mtulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of making one programme applicable to the 
whole of Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Hunge^strika by female aeourity prisoners iletainetf in Dinajpur Jail. 

MSS. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDARs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Hume Department be pleased to state* 
whether — 

(t) female security prisoners Mrs. idlabati Roy, m.a., and others, 
detained in the Dinajpur Jail, went on hunger-strike in January 
and February, 1943; and 

(it) a male doctor took recourse to forcible feeding on them? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) .the grievances of which they were cn hunger-strike ; 

(iO tlta period for which they were on hunger-strike ; 

(iiO striim was bro«|^t to an and; 
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(tv) the reason for employing a male doctor instead of a female one for 
forcible feeding; and 

(v) whether the grievances have been removed since then? 

(o) Is it a fact that some male police officers entered into their yard on 
about the 26th January, 1943, and searched their persons in spite of their 
protests and in a manner strongly objecfed to by them? 

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of — 

(i) asking any report from the Superintendent of the jail in the matter ; 
and 

(u) placing a copy of it on the Table? 

(/) Is it a fact that there is no arrangement for any recreation and supply 
of books to the female security prisoners of the said jail? 

(g) If so, what action do the Government propose to take in the matter? 

(Jh) Does the Hon'ble Minister contemplate the desirability of transferring 
them to some other jail where facilities for study and recreation will be 
available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir NaiinwdMn): {a) (i) Mrs. Leela Roy went on hunger-strike in March, 
1943. Two other female security prisoners joined her in a partial hunger- 
strike. 

(u) No. 

(6) (t) The alleged grievances were — 

(1) want of separate cells for each prisoner, 

(2) want of goo(^ medical arrangements, 

(3) want of a place where they could have the services of convict 

attendants, 

(4) lock-up at 9 p.m., and 

(6) non-segregation from ordinary women convicts. 

(%%) Mrs, Leela Roy was on hunger-strike for eight days and the other 
two female security prisoners for two days. 

(ut) The strike was called off by the prisoners on their own accord as the 
following extract from a letter dated 30th March, 1943, written by 
Mrs. Leela Roy, will show: ‘^This is to inform you that in view of the 
entirely, new) situation that had most unexpectedly arisen owing to the 
resignation of the existing Ministry we find ourselves faced with a new 
background in which to continue the hunger-strike would appear to be 
unrelated to facts. Taking a realistic view of this we have, after careful 
consideration, suspended the hunger-strike from 10-30 a.m. to-day.’’ 

(w) In view of the answer to (a) (ti), does not arise. 

(u) The grievances in m far as they were genuine or reasonable have 
alrc^y been removed. 

(o) and (d) A search of the prisoners’ rooms and personal effects was made 
bat their persons were not sealed. 
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( 0 ) I aik ali^ady aware of the whole facts. I am not prepared Iso pteoa a 
copy of the report on the Library Table, 

(/) and (g) No. They are allowed to play badminton and arran^menti 
have also been made for them tf obtain books from the local library. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNOUs Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what arrangements have been made to obtain books from the local 
library for them? 

Khnii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Thej* have become members of the 
local library and subject to the rules provided in the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules, namely, the scrutiny of books they are allowed to have 
books from the library. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: AVill the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to tell us if they have been furnished with books from the local library on 
their requisition? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the flonlde Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that no arrangements have been made by the 
local Intelligence Branch for censoring and supplying the prisoners with 
books from the local library? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what improvements have been made in the arrangements for giving 
medical aid? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All facilities exist in the h»cal jail 
for giving medical aid to 4he prisoners. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House with reference to answer (b) (v), whether they have been 
segregated from other women convicts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There were only two women non- 
security prisoners under division II and they were put in the same yard. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA BEKMAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is prepared to reproduce a gist of the 
report of the Superintendent although the Government is not prepared to 
place it on the library table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEU ALI: No. 

Mr. 8A8ANICA 8EKHAR BANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of answer (17), what are the grievances that have 
been removed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Grievances regarding provisioAs for 
reading and games have bw|i removed. 
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Mr. MSANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minieter be 
pleased to state what the Government have done in respect of (h) (i) (I), 
vii., want of separate cells for each prisoner? 

Khifi BahacNir MOHAMMED ALI: On account of congestion in^ jails it 
is not possible to allot a separate cell to each prisoner. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what the Government have done in respect of grievance of 
(h) (t) (4), viz., lock-up at 9 p.m.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. For disciplinary reasons^ it is not 
possible to allow prisoners to remain outside after the lock-up period 
prescribed. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that no arrangement has 
been made by the local Intelligence Branch for censoring the books of which 
a list has been submitted by the security prisoners concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of the Government 
is that prisoners were permitted to borrow books from the local library 
subject to the provisions of rule 17 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Kules. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House whether the sectirity prisoners are segregated from the 
ordinary women convicts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already stated that they are 

not segregated. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In view of the answer given that 
on account of congestion in local jails certain things could not be done, will 
the Hou’ble Minister consider the desirability of transferring certain 
prisoners to a Calcutta Jail where they can be given larger amenities which 
have been asked for. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to tell us definitely what were their grievances regarding medical treatment 
and' oiher arrangements P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Their grievances were mostly vague 
and the prisoners were asked to make specific complaints, if any. But no 
reply has been received by Government. 

^Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for not acceding to the request of transferring 
this prisoner to the Calcutta Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is already congestion in other 
jails. 

mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House of what offence the other women non-security prisoners have 
been oonrioted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs I want notioe. 



1944 .] 


QtrasTlONS. 




UNSTAJRRED QUECTKmS 
(«]itwen to wliich were laid on the table) 

Grant of Govommant sutKidty to Central Co-operative Bankii 

81. Khan Bahadur Maidvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of CNj-opeititive Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware that — 

(t) the majority of the Central Co-operative Banks cannot meet their 
obligatory charges from their revenue income; and 
(it) the deficit is met from the capital? 

(b) If the answer to (</) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ We Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Goverament contemplate to grant subsidy to 
the Central (k)-operative Banks for maintaining their staff? 

The Hon'ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MAN.DAL: («) (/) No. Thw in 

not the case in resjiect of the majority of the Central Banks. 

(it) Yes, in some cases. 

(t) The matter is iimhu' consideration of Government. 

Mftulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with regard to answer (a) (/), what is the number of Central 
Co-operative Banks which cannot meet (heir oliligutorv charges? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAINt As 

regards the number, I want notice. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: What will be the percentage of such 
Central banks to the total number of Central (h)-operative Banks? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAINt 

1 want notice. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs With regard to answer (a) (fV), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many such cases have come 
to the notice of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 want notice. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state for how long this matter has been 
under the consideration of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINi 

Government is considering if any bank cannot pay the staff even at a time 
when the money has become very cheap and the agriculturists have got the 
advantage of higher prices for their produce whether We should at all help 
such a bank and whether by helping such a bank we will not be putting 
a premium on inefficiency. We expect that societies should now be able 
to realise good amounts from debtors and they should not be running at a 
deficit. 
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Mtlflvi AHMEO ALI MRIDHAs With reference to answer (a), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government is considering 
those cases where they have not been able to meet their obligatory charges 
from their revenue income? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Where we find that it is not due to any i4efiiciency on the part of societies, 
Government will be prepared to consider. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state where the ( entral Banks are found to be negligent of their duties, 
whether Government will consider the desirability of enforcing their own 
orders on them? ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, certainly. 

Mauivi MOHAMMED I8RAIL: With reference to answer (/>), will the 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether so far as old debts are concerned 
the Government is considering the question of making certain arrangements 
by way of reduction in capital and also interest so that it would be possible 
for the debtors to pay? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

There is the Debt Sedtleinent Act for that purpose. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: in vi( w ol the answer given, will the 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether he does not consider it fit now 
that that .Government will be pleased to pass definite orders against such 
banks so that they may not ctuitinue to lie hard up!" 

The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

That is the duty of the department and the department is doing its best. 

RaymMit of dotermination foes by Co-operative Societies under section 18 of 
Bengal Agrioultural Debtors Act. 

82. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN; (a) Will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of the LVoperative (Vtnlit and Rural Indebted- 
ness Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 

(i) owing to the operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 
almost all the rural swdeties are running at a loss; and 
(n) they have (o spend a large amount of money as determination fees 
under section 18 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and for 
taking certified copy of Awards of the cases settled by Debt 
Settlement Boards? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the ^fiRrmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of— 

(t) exempting the Co-o|>erative Societies from the payment of determina- 
tion fees; and 

(if) iesuing instructions to the Debt Settlement Board for allowing 
^rtifle^ copy of Awards to the (To-operative Societies free of cost 
in order to give them some relief? 
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Tbt Hounri* Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANOALt (a) (i) Tbia k not 

correot. 

(it) Like otlier creditors they have to pay determination fees equal to 
one per cent, of the amount of debt determined under section 18(J?) of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Aot and fees for taking copies of awards at the 
rate of three annas for every 150 English or 300 Bengali words or less. 

{b) No, The fees are not such as to cause any hardship. 

Raiaing of fiind for relief in Munahiganj subdivision. 

83. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the Subdivisions! 
Officer. Miinshiganj, in the district of Dacca, has raised any fund for the 
relief of the peo])le of Muiishiganj subdivision P 

(b) If so, will the Hoii'])le Minister be pleased to state-— 

(/) what is the amount so realised; 

(it) how it was spent; and 

(m) (Whether the afN^ount was audited by any Government auditorP 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. He only 

helped some local relief committee in raising funds. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the local committees and the manner in whjfh the 
Subdivisional Officer has helped in raising tundsP • . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. It i.s a question of detail 
and I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House what amount was realised with the help of the Subdivisional 
Officer P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated he only helped them. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: W^hai wa.s the amount raised P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Nothing was raised by 
the Subdivisional Officer. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I want to know the amount raised with 
his help. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is'ihe (iovernment in a position to name 
any committee that the Subdivisional Officer helped in raising funds P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. Local Relief Committee. 

Mtttivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In view of the fact that, there have 
been complaints like this, will the Government consider the desirability 
of placing the relief committee outside the influence of Government officials P 
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Th0 Hoil’bit Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEAs 1 doubt wWe such a 

questiorj at all arises. It is also the primary duty of the local officials to 
help such committees. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY. Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the Jitiuse whether the accounts of these committees which got the help 
of the SubJivisional Officer were at all audited h 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as my infoma. 
tion goes the accounts are audited. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

43— I nduetries-'lfidustrieii 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the (Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 33,83,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — ludusStries — Industries”. 

Sir, 1 do not want to take uj> the time of the House at this stage. After 
the cut motions have been discussed, in replying to them I w'ill make an 
effort to explain the policy of the ilepartment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, 1 beg to move the motion standing 
in my name, viz., that the demand of Rs. 33,83,000 for expenditure under 
the head “43 — Industries — Industries’’ be re<luce(l by Rs. 100. 1 move this 

in order to raise a discussion alxmt the polic'y, utter negligence, indifference 
and want of any programme on the part of tlie (loverument in respect of 
tliis defartmeut. 

Sir, I say with regret that the tale about the Industries Department is 
the same old one of inefficiem*} , iiiactivit> and sheer bungling. The 
ordinary provisions for the (lc])artment, except one of Rs. Hi lakhs for 
subsidy to sugarcaue-groweis, reiiiaiu almost (lie same. The actual 
Industries Budget is stereotyped and sliow>- little variation which signifies 
that the (lovernmeni have no policy and programme for the industrial 
development of the province. If there is any, it is a policy of negation and 
masterly inactivity, marked by utter negligence and indifference. If you 
find any sign of life in any .section of the dejiartment, it is in connection 
with war supply. The Industries Department, in complete forgetfulness of 
its own functions, has become a huge war supply dejiartnient working like 

an ordinary contractor in supplantation of businessmen. But it is not my 

intention to raise any discussion on this asjiect of the department’s 
activities this morning. Time and again much has been said about this on 
the floor of this House, but the tfoverument have not found their way to 
mend their policy. So, I consider it as a mere waste of time to speak on 

this once again. Howsoever we may protest against this policy a 

Government department appearing in the role of a war contractor in substi- 
tution of normal business, I think the Government will not budge an inch 
and things will continue as they have ben doing heretofore. Nor is it my 
intention to speak this morning on the inefficiency and corruption in the 
department. On several occasions in the past the attention of the House 
was also dra^n to this failing of the department, but we find that it w*as all 
in vain. The same charge is even now being freely made against the 
departnient. 
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Sir, tbe war provided a most helpful atmosphere for «the industrial 
development of the province as well as created nunieruus problems for our 
existing industries. ,It was therefore the genera) expectation that the 
Industries Department of the Government would be and doing and the 
province enabled to cover to some extent the great leeway it has to make in 
the sphere of mdustrialisation. But I must frankly state that the Industries 
Department failed totally to rise up to the occasion. It remains a blunt 
fact. The department does not seem to have any knowledge of the 
industrial problems of the province, arising out of the conditions created by 
the war. Neither the Director of Industries nor the Minister in charge of 
this Department is aware of the multifarious problems witli wliich Bengal’s 
own industries have had to struggle hard since last year. If it were so, 
they could not have been oblivlon.s td the needs of tlie industries. If it he 
that they were aware of these needs, then there must he gross dreliction ot 
duty somewhere on the part of somebody. Industries have been sutteriug 
from shortage of raw materials and mill stores. Of tlie raw niuteriuls, the 
principal difficulty has been the lack of adequate supply of coal to the 
industries, although there was no dearth of coal at. the piilieads. The 
problem lias been essentially one of transport. 1 am aware of the shortage 
of wagons and that the Brovincial (ioveniment are helpless in the matter. 
But are they aware that some of the industries organised their own transport 
arrangements in collaboration with the Kailway Board, by wliich coal wa^ 
moved to Calcutta partly witli the help of water-borne tratlic!" If industries 
by their individual efforts could manage a rail-r// ///-river transport 
arangement of coal to Calcutta, it would liave been easier for the (ioveniment 
wdth all their huge resources to organise a similur system of transjxirt, much 
to the relief of industrie.s in general. Tins would have also relieved the 
pressure on the railw'ay .system too. But the (iovernineiil did nothing of 
the kind, with the consequence that many iiidustriid conceins had had to 
suspend production for want of coal, "^gain, the Government also di<l not 
care to enquire what were ami are the specific difficulties of industries in 
regard to supply of other raw^ materials. 

In the next place, I would like t/) refer to one peculiar characteristic of 
industries in Bengal. It is a well-knowm fact that, wliatever may he the 
reasons, the industries in Bengal in which the sons of the soil are vitally 
interested are mostly medium and .small sized. Their financial resources are 
also not as it should be. The war however provideil for tliose industries an 
opportunity to expand and develop, by making it possible for them to WTirk 
on a profitable basis. - But what of the future'' Kconomists would wnirn 
us of an inevitable post-war slump and inteii-sive foreign competition. Will 
these industrial concerns to whom I am referring, be able to stand the strain 
then? My answer is an emphatic if they cannot strengthen their 

^'financial reserve power in the inter- war period. But they can do so b> 
adding to their reserve funds and by raising additional capital from the 
public. But, Sir, as you know in May, 194^1, the Government of India issued 
a new Defence\»f India Rule 94A prohibiting, without their prior consent, 
any fresh issue of capital or offering of securities for sale or renewal or 
repayment of any security maturing for payment in Briti.sh India. This 
blanket control put an incalculable hardship on all industrial and commer- 
cial enterprises. This new rule did not permit Bengali enterprises to take 
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adrantagi* of th^ growing induatiial-mindedneaa of the people of the province. 
Beaiden, such a step would have been a right move in countering inflation, 
with successful results, by making it possible for industries to produce, 
witii the help of increased capital and capital equipment, more finished goods 
available for civilian consumption, I would hence ask the Grovemment 
to tell the House what steps they had talf^n in the matter. Did they take 
up I he matter witlj the (iovernment of India, making a special case for 
Bengal — a late entrant in the field of Indian industrialisation!^ If so, with 
what result!^ Jf not, why have they not done so? Neither am 1 aware that 
the (Iovernment are making any serious attempt for the post-war reconstruc- 
tifui and rehabilitation of our industries. The problem is a threefold one. 
First, it is the conversion of many smaller and cottage industries that are 
now catering to the needs of the war to peace-time needs of the people. 
Secondly, the strengthening of the existing industries by adding to their 
reserve power and competitive efficiency. ^J’liirdl> , establishment of new 
industries under the auspices of the people of the ]>roviuce, for which the 
province has the greatest natural facilities. A Post-War Reconstruction 
Committee has no doubt been set up by the (Iovernment, in emulation of the 
Central (lovenimeiit. But that (aimmittee exists only on pajier. We do 
not find anything to sliow that it is w^orking. Nor am 1 satisfied about the 
composition of the Committee, as it does not contain representatives of 
difl'ereiit industries who are in u position, because ol their long experience, 
to offer valuable suggestions that may he of great help to the Committee. 

(At tills stage Ihe member reached the time-limit hut was allowed to 
finish hiw speech.) 

In the next place, I would like to say a few words about the development 
of cottage and village industries. The Industries Department has all along 
been making a show of this aspect of the industrial development of the 
province. The famine is past, hut itii aftermath is continuing. Many died; 
those who are alive are financiall\ ruined. The problem is one of rehabili- 
tation of those who are alive. One of the best methods is to give a push 
for the development of cottage intiustries in the villages in large numbers 
so that the people might have uii opportunity to rehabilitate themselves 
financially. That necessary push however did uni come from the depart- 
ment. The department allowed this conjuncture of circumstances to slip 
by. This is indeed deplorable. 

Before I resume my seat, I would refj‘r to specific items covered by this 
grant under discus.sion. The (Iovernment have asked for a sum of Rs. 16 
lakhs to be given as a subsidy to sugarcane-growers, for enabling the mills 
to pay economic prices to sugarcane-growers. I uni told that mills would 
be given a subsidy of 4 annas per muiiiid of cane purchased by them from 
cultivatoi-s, 'provided that they pay a price not less than Re. 1 per mauud 
to the sugarcane-growers. This would certainly encourage the growers to 
sell more cane to the mills and also to expand their cultivation. This is a 
move highly desirable in the ultimate interest of a well-developed sugar 
industry in the province. But (lovenimeiit should ensure that the sugar- 
cane-growers get this subsidy in full. 

Again, in respect of fisheries a provi.sion has been made only for a paltry 
aum of Rs. 61,000. Only the other day His Excellency the Governor of 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


28 a 


1 ^.] 

Bengal addressing tlie annual meeting of the Bengal Tuberculosis Assdcia^ 
tion said to the effect that alOiough famine conditions had improved, the 
marks of malnutrition would remain and that the effects of 1943 will leave 
their mark on the general health of the population for some time to come. 
If we are to counter the effects of malnutrition, it is essential that the food 
resources of the province should be largely augmented. In the dietary 
of Bengalees fish forms an important menu It is perhaps the only protein 
in general dietary of Bengalees. The fish resources of B^mgal, which 
experts have warned are depleting rapidly, should therefore be quickly 
improved. The Government have set up a Fisheries Section as an adjunct 
to the Industries Department. But the amount (»f tlie grant provided is so 
small that practically the entire sum will be swallowed up in experts’ and 
staffs’ pay, honoraria and travelling allowances, and little benefit would 
go to the people. The yioney thus spent for the purpose may therefore be 
regarded as misspenb. The amount of the grant should therefore be 
enhanced to a quite decent figure adequate for the jiurpose. Either you 
provide a decent sum that will be really useful or do not provide anything 
at all which will 5deld little tangible result. 

Witli these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand ot Rs. ,33,8.3,(KKI for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Industries- - 1 ndu^tries” be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in 

order to raise a discussion about the want of any sound policy for augment- 
ing industries of the province. 

Sir, I hope 1 can state without any fear of contradiction that if any 
department should have expanded its activnies at the present crisis due to 
war and famine conditions it is the Industries Department. But, Sir, you 
will notice that the budget provision of the Industries Department does 
not show any inclination for expanding its activities; on the contrarv th(‘ 
provision i.s even less than the revised budget estimate of the last year. Sir, 
the province may increase its burden of taxation in providing for doles, 
gratuitous rebel and loans, temporary and insulficienl, but that will not 
fiolve the present acute problem of this jirovince. This province will have 
to help the people to rehabilitate themselves by a very careful, scientific and 
- a comprehensive scheme of helping industries. 

Sir, the previous speaker has drawn attention to what is neces.sarN in 
the interest of the province. I shall not, within the short space of time 
available to me, dilate on the big industries that Bengal has a peculiar 
advantage for or on am electrification scheme which would help fostering of 
industries, big or small. But may I say that the Department of Industries, 
if they want to justify their existence before the people of this province, 
must at least try to help the small industries which are being carried on in 
this province. At this time, due to the elimination of competition from 
Japan and from other cheap centres of production, we have got a distinct 
advantage and this is the time when we should try to activise the 
industries in this province, particularly the small home industries, so that 
they may be put on a footing when they w'ill be able to stand competition 
after the war is over. Sir, what is necessary for that puriiose? T will 
choose for example a fe^r instances. The Minister in charge coming from 
Dacca would readily be able to follow what I am requesting him to do. I 
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am not giving suggestions involving a tall order to the department, becanad 
I know it would be useless, but may I invite the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the handloom industry of the Dacca district? He is perfectly 
aware that in and around Baburhat in Naiayanganj subdivision those who 
work on handlooms, mainly agriculturists, can and supply cloth which is 
certainly cheaper than the mill-made cloth at the present moment. He 
knows very well that that handloom industry is suffering, firstly, from want 
of supply of yarns at competitive prices, and secondly, these people trho 
generally are engaged in agricultural work in the day and work at night 
cannot ply their looms because of want of kerosene which is not available 
to them. 

Sir, recently 1 have heard that those weavers are on tlie verge of ruin 
because the booking from Jiiiardi railway station wherefrom on every hat 
day cloths worth at least two lakhs were booked has been stopped. No one 
knows for what. Is it not the duty of the Industries Department to see that 
these difficulties are obviated ? Is it too much to ex*|)ect that the Industries 
Department will at least see that those people who unaided by any Govern- 
ment help are carrying on in these difficult da} s may not suffer for such 
difficulties put in iheir way? 

1 may also ixunt out to him that the button industry — motlier of pearls 
and horn button industry — wliieii is being carried on in Dacca, which is now 
to a large extent supplying war rtnpiiremeiits, could be i>uf on a very sound 
basis with a little lielp from the <]epurlmcnt in the way of standardizing 
them, in the way of getting uniform holes made with the help of small 
band-machines and tools. There is also u very easy industry — choir and 
rope industry— which could also be helped. 

(At this stage the member’s time was up.) 

My time is up, Mr. Speaker. I could multiply instances. May I, before 
I sit dowui, make a very earnest appeal (hat if tlie} w^aiit to save the people 
of this province, the department cannot pos.^ibly remain idle, cannot possibly 
work merely, as my predecessor has pointed out, as agents for the supply of 
w’httt 'var orders they receive here. 1 am sure those orders are helpful to 
the department and its officers in placing work and at the same time if they 
take a little interest in improving the quality, in heljung them where there 
are difficulties by solving them, they w'ill do a great good. 

With these w’ords I commend my cut niotiou to the acceptance of this 
House. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAill: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Es. dd,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43— Industries 
— Industries” be reduced by Its. 100. I move this to rni.se a discussion about 
village industry in the days of war. 

I a scheme ^ ^ village 

iiiduetry^fiR'sf ^ 

KOK ^ wm Of ’pr® trnrMH Prmits ifW tsTfr 
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CUC^CSpI C3? 3TO '0 313131 331 ''t«3'’C3t‘?>3 4313 3^31 1 '3l3f3 
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®Rf^ 
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JTck^i fV^ Trf»> c^t1> 

C^ TO sugar milU TC^'.T CTOF 
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'G Ff3n^ TOitTO'ft C^C*r^ cn r.TO^CS rfC5 TOm? 

^ ^ftTpETT ^ ^ 'NStsT/."^ ?r5^t^ ^TT^tC'5 
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c<ir^ TO I ^ ntrm ^o to^? 
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^ TO^" ’^TO TO? TO TO^T I 

iitTO? c? TOt? f»r?^ TO cni?] wr? ntTO 

Corftr^ Wti:^T ^ 1 C’T ’TTOi ^5T? ^?t? CTO/ ?T?T1 TOR 

^ I fl|rspTT?f?'t ?Tr5 ^ CTO ?fOT TO <fTO ^ ! ^i7 TOf 

^ ’[TO/ ^[151? 7?, fro ’lift c^fpf c^ ’iTOi 

^ TO? TO I 

ii(t? 'ilTfel 'TOftC*^ ’[^^ ^ TO/ ?tTOS TO? I TO'ii? ?1?rtC? ’*Tt?tC*f? C? ’P?R 

il^rr TOrar? PrHTc^? ^ ’’'TTO IRC^ f^R? <t? ?t?CTTO toto? 

tff^cntPtro ^ Py^ toi? f% ^ i ^ptot? fro^r ^ c?c^ 
TO? TO$ frltir ?fTO?? ?1 TO C? STO?? CTO ’tifr ^4^ 

ftsTOts TO^fro froi? *TOt? j ?c?c^ fkwm 

propagaDda TOl? TO? ^ { TORT CTOl? '3tC*R fw pm CTO^ PW- 

TOTO c*rrt TOt?t? TO ci«t? ^ tor i fror ?^to 
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Bengal Goremment ^ TOR ^ I ^31^ . f^TCTO? CftW^ 

or ^ ^ ^nr, c^ «rr^ 

'O tIW«R I OfC^ FW^ ^■<?R Of vflTO 

^fvffr^rrr %?n c»r ^ Mr. Gupta ^ ^rrroR cn ^ 

c^5f I ^ c'jf'm ^ ^ (R cFSrs ?rr^ i 

’TOtor? cn? ^stm f^Mcv 

BRT^ (R ^srWOT 51^ I 

or^ cF^i b«fc^ 1 < or ^tf3 <ij^fr^i 

dts ^3foR ^;:oT? c^ ^ TO?i ^tFtos ^ ^ ^s'»l- 

^5ff^ sftTO I ^Ffirw^ 3rfr atc^ g c ^ 

TO TO East India Company^ is^ ^t05 "RW <i3RC*R 

’ftRom cTO^ 5^j%nt«R ?ni ^ i ?f0TO ^Rorftn (?R rr?V5 

ftfeg OTT tot ’RTO? tprtm 'iic^RTor^^ 

TOT r^m I fe-N TO# *rto TO‘=f"or'T?'Q &frfR ^c^r 

FTO ^ 1 Vf^*t ^ cv»t <^RFTO ^rt#r ^*TTOl ^tbtC'b 5TtTO7 TOOPl I 

CFC*t? a IJtC^ TOTO TO 3T^ f%TO RTOT 

^ 5<t!ii I TO^: ^ to:^ cto toyi ^i 'stro cTO^ 

TO ‘St^fT TOR I 


Point of Privilege. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a poinl of privilege, Sir. We did 
not select any specific motion on the Department of Fislieries on the expecta- 
tion that Mr. Walker would move his motion and therefore we did not like 
to burden the agenda paper. In view ot the fact that Mr. Walker ha.s 
thought it wise not to move his motion, would you kindly permit me to move 
itP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think 1 can allow that, I do not know if w’heii 
you sent in your livst you knew whether Mr. Walker would move his 
motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In my letter Mr. Walker’s nndion has 
also been included. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall give my decision on seeing the papers. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Ma> 1 rise on a point of privilege? 
A member has the fullest privilege to withdraw his own motion. In that 
way if he chooses not to move it. it is his privilege which the House cannot 
deny. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is something else. The point is that in the 
out motions sent by the other side this motion has not been included. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: The reason w’hy I did toot move my cut motion 
is because of the objections raised in this House last night. I would certainly 
like to say a few words on the ver>' important subject. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI. 1 beir to point out. Sir, that it should 
l>e the look-out of the people who want to have a discussion on that to put 
down their own motion 00 that in case the other member withdrawa hm 
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motion tfcey will have the right to discuss it. Unfortunately, they have 
lost that opportunity and they should not be given the opportunity of moving 
this motion. If allowed, it will be creating a precedent which may not be 
to the best interests of fair debate in this House. 

Mfs SPEAKER: I have ah*eady said that 1 am not going to give my 
rulini^at this stage because certain matter has got to be ascertained. Let 
me ascertain that first. In the meantime there wull be no objection if 
Mr. Walker or for the matter of that any member pf this House desires to 
speak on fisheries or any other subject of importance under this head. That 
is always open to members. The only barrier that stands in the way is in 
putting a particular cut motion to vote. There is no other difficulty 
whatsoever. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 do not want to press this matter. We 
are not inclined to go to voting today. If your permission is there to speak 
generally on the question that will do. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is always there. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: On a point of order, Sir. Has the Speaker 
any right to compel aiiv member to move any motion, or haw the House 
any right to compel any member to mov(‘ a motion 1 think not! If a 
member wants not to move his motion, I do not think the Speaker can stand 
in his way. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no question of compelling any member to move 
his motion. Nohody has suggested that. 

43— industries — Industries, 

Mr. GiA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 heu to move that the demand of 
Rs. dd,83,U00 under the head “4-1 — Industries — Industries" he reductul by 
Rs. 100. 

I move this to raise a discussion about not providing sutlicient funds so 
that the Board of Industries can find out the possibilities of new industrios 
in Bengal in comparison with other industiial provinces. 

’Tot'dfs ai, Board of 

Industries ^ ^ (71, 0*^ Industriesii^ 

T] S?7lr?.fT 

I Boardi)^ CTO 

':to^ ^ ^ cft^ ^ i)f^ 

( 71 ^ «r?i ^ I ij %r?i 

W Board of Industries sub-committee 

^ (71 YTlTT sub- committee 

#5 ^ ^ 4^* il?* standard cloth 

^ ^ n?r I ^ ^ v:s\] 

<T?C^ fVPlC3 ^ I (TT^T (TNl ^ 3rt*5n 

»|t 5 ^ ^0 «R (TTt^ I scheme (Jpfi, Director 

4irH9 stifficiant fund ^ ^ sub-committee ^ 

^ I ^ deputaticm (TT^f f^fy, ^ 

aim sub-committees or cm 
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t4^ WS TOJt^ 

^t?r Ttrfr C? rndnatml loan (Tf^i (?r^% ^^5 ^ 

^t?i fV ^1 ?^jiP< — <4^3^ ^ I ffii 3«rfC8nr w^rr 

C^ ^1 43faR ?fll I ^tsifl 

C^<?f? ftff I ^ IndiMtrief Department department 

^ ^ &t3F] ^ (ij^ 'irgSF^ ^ fisPIW^ C^, Boaid 

of industiiear^f ^ ^®r^r*n:®ir?r 

pps ?FCiR ^ I ^ ^ i]3?* ffin 

c^fc^ c^ ’jfTOj <ttc^ ^ I ?f*5n cw f^off^ Sg1% ^ ^ c?PFt^ 

TO7t? ^ I (Tf»f CTtft (?Ftl5 ^ ftuw I 

'4^ ?!W!T 1 Unemplo 3 rment problem solve 

r?:5r ^,'5n c^fr^ Pfcw? itq^i *nRFt^ i ^ OT*r c^ c^ 

^ Sci ^sr^r^T fncwcpRT 

«lt^ I Tf?i ^Tts^rt? 3(n:»fg »f^jf% i^ i 

^ ^ ^ f%| 5r^ ^TI ^ C*f? 3TO5 

5T^ (71 71^ Board ^ ^^5 m PfCIT^ BHJ 

•T^ scheme 7it5l^ ^^sfl CVC^ (TT^' ^[f%7n Boarder (7f^S?l 

— (TT^c^ f*[ir-7if|- 7n:5i?(7r^ ?i? i 

Of* NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. .‘b‘j,8d,00() for expenditure under the head “4']~-Industries-— Industries" 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sij’, 1 move this motion witli a view to raising a discussion about hardship 
caused through the interference of Goverumenl in the sale and distribution 
of sugarcane in the province and in the production and sale of silk yarn and 
cocoons . 

Sir, 1 propose hereby to lay emphasis mainly on the manner and the 
method by which Oovemment had thought fit to interfere in the free flow 
of trade in regard to these two commodities and not so much with regard 
to the other measures adopted by Government in furthering or promoting 
the cultivation of sugarcane or in extending the production of silk. As the 
House is well aware, during this season the Government of Bengal at the 
instance, 1 presume, of the Government of India thought fit to maximise the 
production of sugar in this province and with that end in view they proposed 
certain matters, again possibly with the htdp of the Government of India, 
to ensure larger supply of sugarcane to the mills. One of those proposals 
was, to cordon certain areas and to insist that all sugarcane produced within 
that area must be delivered to the mills concerned or to the mills’ buying 
centres. My esteemed friend, Mr. D. N. Sen, who hits naturally got a 
sympathy for the millowner, being himself a representative of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, welcomed that interference and he said 
that it was a good proposal more or les.s to permit the mills to obtain a ‘ 
certain supply at a stated price corresimndingly with a subsidy to the 
sugarcane-grower. I had to join issue witb him, I think that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal also now realise and if they are frank and truthful they have 
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no hesitati<m in admitting tlie same that it was a great blunder they com- 
mitted in allowing any interference in the free flow of trade by a govern- 
mental fiat. In fact, I believe that the more progressive section of the 
Bengal Sugar Mills Association thought in the same way and did not like 
to have the cordon imposed for the delivery of sugarcane to their respective 
mills. And I thought, Sir, that some of those other mills which considered 
the Government interference more helpful than the normal machinery of 
trade have also now realised that they had made a great blunder for all 
years to come. The interference of Government has not led to u larger 
supply of sugarcane than what they would normally get for it has scared 
away the cultivators. In large areas the cultivators due to factors beyond 
their control could not make any arrangements to deliver the sugarcane in 
due time to the mills’ buying centres. In certain places the mills did not 
for their own convenience start opening buying centres in good time to 
enable the sugarcane-growers to deliver sugarcane in those places and in 
certain areas the normal charge for transportation and cartage has been 
this year so much enhanced due to famine and other conditions that even 
the normal flow which could otherwise be contracted could not be actually 
gone through and as a result large tracts of sugarcane fields have up to this 
time remained unharvested. The sugarcne crop is still there and 1 am 
afraid many of these sugarcane cultivators will have no other alternative 
but to burn away the sugarcane crop on their land. 1 kju)w at sev(>ral 
places the cultivators have been faced with the serious ])robleni f)f destroying 
the sugarcane which they feel would be most economical 

Mti 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US It is another scorched earth ])olicy ! 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the Deputy Leader of the (’oiigrc'ss 
Parliamentary Party has suggested that it is almost one method of scorched 
earth policy that the Government has been practically encouraging. Sir, 
I am not putting it in a spirit of criticism but I am putting it as an humble 
suggestion from one wdio has carefully studied the (juestion and has tried 
to help the Government to come and arrive at a proper di'cision with regaid 
to what policy they should adopt. Sir. I submit that it has been a great 
blunder on thi* jiart of Government to take recourse to such a method ev(Mi 
at the instance of the Government of India. The whole policy has not 
yielded any fruitful results and it is bound to react on future productions 
very seriously. Sir, there is another reaction that I have been noticing, 
namely, that among the cultivators who had in the jiast l>een in (he habit 
of manufactuiing small quantity of r/t/r for local and domestic consumption, 
some have taken to thinking in this strain; “It 1 cannot manutactuie f/ur 
for my own household use from sugarcane grown on my 
own land and if I cannot get niv children fed with r/t/r manufactured in 
my own house from my own prmluce of sugan^ane, what i.s the use ol my 
going on with this kind of production.^’ Therefore, Sir, there is a 
likelihood of the whole sugarcane production suffering as a r<‘sult of this 
measure. It has been most shortsighted and dangerous to the future 
production of sugar in this province. 

Coming now to the other question, namely, the question of .silk industry, 
I submit with all the emphasis I can command that the interference of 
Government in this respect has practically brought the whole industry to 
ruin today. The Silk Control Order was promulgated early in March, 1943. 
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Immediately thereafter, we in this House from all sections who were 
interested directly or indirectly in the advancement of the silk industry in 
the province voiced our protest and warned the Government against the 
dangers. Thereafter, a small committee was appointed by the then Govern- 
ment to go into the whole question properly, particularly in view of certain 
commitments made by Government over the head of the Minister in charge 
— the officials had done this without the knowledge of the then Minister in 
charge. Whai happened K That committee sat and after having carefully 
examined all the implications involved, they made certain specific recom- 
mendations. That committee w^as not allowed to go into the question of the 
propriety or otherwise of the control at all, because they said it was a settled 
fact and in view of certain commitments made to the Government of India 
they could not go back on it. But, Sir, they emphasised that if it was 
absolutely nef'essary to enforce the control, steps should be taken along lines 
which they indicated. First, the control scheme should cover not only 
re-reeled silk (D, E, F and G grades) but also charka silk. Our suggestion 
was that the control must he operative throughout the whole industry and 
not merely over that class of filature silk which was required for supplying 
the Government of India goods. I made it (|uite clear that if Government 
wanted to keep down the prices of better quality silk leaving charha .silk 
uncontrolled, then the price of charha silk would go up twice more than the 
Government controlled silk and that apprehension of mine has come true. 
Government did not take my advice and also the advice of the committee 
app<»inlcd. Today charka silk is being sold from Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 a pound 
and the (lovernment controlled silk of a much better quality is being sold 
and is being com])elled to be sold at Rs. 28 per pound. The result is that 
all the efforts of the (iovernment for many years to improve the quality of 
silk have now got a set-back because manufacturers find it more convenient 
and profitable to produce bad quality silk as that sells at a higher price. 

Sir, the second suggestion that the committee made 

(At this stage the blue light w'as lit.) 

Sir, I want five minutes more. Two of our speakers did not move their 
motions 

Mr. SPEAKERS Y ou just finish as soon as possible. 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: The second suggestion was that the 
Bengal Government should set up a machinery for the purchase of the entire 
production of all grades of silk including charka silk and distribute the 
charka silk to the trade in accordance with some approved scheme of distri- 
bution at the rates available in the market. 

Thirdly, we suggested that the profits to be earned from these transactions 
should be earmarked for the improvement of the industry and should be 
spent mainly for improving cottage reeling and for primary cocoon-growers 
for enabling them to extend their mulberry plantation and also to improve 
their yield. 

It is noticed that persons outside Bengal are prepared to pay for silk 
purchased at price much higher than what the local producers could get here 
locally. We said that it would be simply ruining the industry if under the 
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lower price here when it could be sold through the black market at a higher 
price outside and we suggested that Government might take control over 
the whole thing. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, may I have two minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, your party has practically taken up the 
whole time. All right, one minute. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the committee was presided over 
by the Director of Industries. 1 have no time to go through the other 
recommendations. He and other experts of the department entirely agreed 
with all the recommendations made by us in that committee and although 
these recommendations w'ere with the Government for nearly one year now, 
1 understand Government have so far done nothing on tlu)se lines. They 
might be giving their promises every time we met and explained and 
submitted our representations to the Hon ’hie Minister in charge. He said 
“Well, the matter is receiving iny consideration and Government is doing 
it’”. They have accepted the general principle, but 1 do not know' w^hen 
that principle will be actually put into oiieration. In the meantime, the 
whole industry is in ruin. The weavers of Bengal — four thousand of them 
— are engaged in this silk industry. At a minimum level of o seers or 10 lbs. 
a montli, they require about 40,000 lbs. a mouth. The production of cocoons 
in this province today is such that in the Cfiaithandi the cocoons will not 
come up to 00,000 lbs. and the result will be that we cannot get even the 
minimum for feeding or maintaining the 4,000 weavers in Bengal supplied 
w'ith the necessary raw silk. In the circumstances, black-marketing of cocoon 
is going on. Tliere is cocoon (udered but cocoon cannot be had at prices 
mentioned by Government and charka silk not being controlled, h(t»nu and 
reelers ot charka silk can go and very \vell buy in the market at a much 
higher price. 1 lie result is that mulberry taetories are not getting I’ocoon. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal promised to supi>ly the Government of 
India with 80, ()()() lbs. of raw silk. They have so far been able to supply 
only I,7(M) lbs. and they have now promised 80,000 lbs. out of the Chaitkut 
production. They wdll not be able to get even 5,000 lbs. supplied out of the 
same. On the contrary, the whole industry will be ruined and unless the 
matter is properly gone into, I am sure the interference that Government 
has sought to impose on the industry will bring ruin to the whole industry 
and will bring .suffering to a large number of weavers — most of them are 
Muslims. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a question of privilege, Sir. Yesterday 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does it arise out of the present discussion ? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, not now. 

Kim Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it is a vory importaal matter of 
privilege. 
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Mfi SPEAKERS 1 will allow you but, I tbiuk, not at this stage if it 
does not arise out of the present matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Sir, it may arise out of the whole 
form the discussion is taking because we get no time to express our ideas. 
It has become generally impossible to ^peak in this House. They take away 
two days and we do not get even two minutes. I should like you, Sir, t«> 
protect our right of speech also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is why I enquired whether it arises out of the 
present discussion. If that is not so, it is quite a different matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: After the red light, you gave him 
one minute but he took four or five minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is wrong. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: It is wrong but it is allow^ed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 asked my officer whether he was exceeding the time 
— I thought he was exceeding. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: He always exceeds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think so. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: The debate must come to this side 
also. We respectfully submit that we are not getting justice. This side of 
the House has a right to speak and 1 seek your prote(‘tion and 1 also seek 
your guidance in this matter. You do not say when we shall si)eak. After 
they have spoken on perhaps a hundred cut motions, we shall not have any 
time to speak. L(‘l us discuss one cut motion and have a full debate on it. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 want you kindly to so distribute the time between the two 
sides that we also get a chanc'e ot speaking. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we are not prepared to allow that 
position on budget cut motion. When (lovernment have the responsibility 
of running the administration, the cut motions will have 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, we have a right to speak and 
we must exjjress our views. Every case has two sides and the other side of 
the. case also must be presented. It is the duty of the Chair to grant that 
opportunity. We cannot allow the whole time to be taken by 2,000 cut 
motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, 1 quite appreciate your remark that the 
Government side must be given some time to discuss the budget and it is 
only fair that the time should be distributed equitably. Now, the question 
is what would be an equitable distribution and I am giving you this assur- 
ance that 1 will henceforth consult the Whips and then decide as to what 
time should be allotted to which side and then that time will be distributed 
among the respective party members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 submit that in apportioning 
time 

Mr. SPEAKER: It cannot be decided by discussing here. I will consult 
you. 
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43— indwtrtofr— IndwtriM. 

Or. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJi: Sir, I heg to move that the 
demand of Es. 33,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Industries” be reduced by Rs, 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
about — 

(i) the stoppaj^e of electrification in the town of Suri, by taking hold 
of the machineries purchased by the licensee; 

(ti) failure of industrial demonstration in the rural urea. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ f\\\x olectrifioation'il? 

licence C'l'Sin I Licence ^ 

licenc&ij^ ^ ^ I Licence 

9^ licensee '3 STfPtHI 

dC^*i 1 power house^^ foils 

^ Sir Bijoy Prasad 

— posts, wire ^^TTIto ^ I 

Engineer vffflRi Tf^T I Rower hou8e.il^ 

^ engine '3 ^OT 

w«f fw?r. Pr5^ftr5 

^vf] iS\T!R TPR C*fPn (R ^ 

Government ^art^ ^ ^ 

^ (7rQf% I fw#Tffer ctpt's i 

Engineer ^rtm 5f%?n C'tC^, 
tr?l^ fropt 5tfei I 

^ ^ 3171 I 

Government f^N ^Rpft UR7 5 ^=14^1 

tfoim % I ?rnrtw^3Tr7 c?'q^i i 

^7 ^?Ff%C3 W StI ?rR 7^ #Rtf^, TOI 

^ Tfinil, licensees 

^71 f^ ^ ^Fto TTi ^ ? si’PCTTC^T electrification 

^ t>fgf3 'SlRcft^ ^34 Qf% RUarC^tH'S 7''S^R 

I f^ 4l(.^jtj 3t7i 7^‘cf *11 1 ^ Ttrcts 

^ ^ CTR f^R ^ Rim Rtr^ ? Government 

fV 'ii^ "spr^^ Rrtrfl? Tftus t|T3 rics^h i 

Industry Department^ 7^t3 ®R7 ?ff3fl?t5 

?t7n Rttl 4^^ RtftC3C^ I Rflsmii §5^; C4^5RD5t'''rt 4*ihlJl 3 TiRl 

RPR T¥1 1 Pn CRtR pR pF fTRtR Rpffl C*fm 

R3qPt R«t^ 417 Rfro R3R^ 4jfeR cmRT’jOT T35R Cm44 RRPI 

URRT^mr^t f¥5t^ ^^4^ R3|R f 

JTO? 4Ri5 Industry DepartmentcQ^ factory Rtctp, ; \il4^ 

TO4f|p PTotC^ ^ TORWR Rprai pTfRfH tpr^f R4t^ 4^51 
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ijfcif ; ^ fiTfi c^frsT ^ <wi 

ijtfl ’fi I c^pt^ *fft? ’Tirt^ ^Vs 

^ ^ I ^ '^KJ ^<f7 wr’^rs! demonstration party iff^] 

51^ '^( wjs\ ^5^, ’it^ TOf fVgf^ I 

tprp&i ^ c^ ^ ?fiTtC5 ^5m w ^ I c*^c*N[ ^rst^ 

Pf’fWs ’pftirt'S c^ 5<Ff^c^ ’ITc^ ^ i ^^rr ^rt?rf^ 

^5trr?n ^rtstrs ^Ft?:^7 ’Ffirc^ (TT 

fro Government ipfrs; ^ •filRap^i JftJt ? ^ -gl ^P l C B ^ 

’prPTJi 3jftj ^ tptw^ i 

fV 'iJ^Rfar S’ltS ^ l f^ Govemment^ijir 

^stTtw^ <t$T3 (Tff^pi] ®R^<fpr«f >hf5[ 

fw 'Q ^ I OT^ ^ftfirar '6 3R-f: ^irf^i 

^^r^rt^sTc? «rv c^rpp’ ^ 

^ '3 ^rPn)i ^ffftpii c^fff ^t^tisi 'srf%cf?r 

tprt«r 

'*fPnn CR5f cvt5 ^ '?rl5r< ? 

R— ^^5^ ^tTo ^ I 

’T^nfPr ^T5lTOPi '®v5^ ^l^lc.^-s f^cT '^TPR*f i 

^<41 ;qF*rf!> 'JTPrf^ Sp®T# 3 yT«I?f 9RT 

■^5R I 

Mr. J. R. WALKER; Mr. Speaker, Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Sen 
made a few references to the Department of Fisheries, and ] would like to 
make a few remarks also on that very important subject. 

For years my party have been urging Government to take steps to develop 
the Bengal fisheries. Last year 1 felt so dissatisfied with the lack of 
progress that I moved a cut motion on the inadequacy of provision for the 
Department of Fisheries. The then Chief Minister gave me a number of 
assurances and stated: “We will see that we do something to remove the 
complaints made in the House. We will really do something substantial 
and we shall see that the supply of fish is increa.sed”. In view of the Chief 
Minister’s assurances, I withdrew my cut motion. 

The position as we all know, has seriously deteriorated since March, 
1943. There is a scarcity of fish everywhere, in spite of the fact that we 
know fish is abundant in Bengal’s fisheries, and prices are generally 
exorbitant. This deterioration can, of course, be ascribed to natural reasons 
arising out of war conditions, and we wmuld have been satisfied if there was 
evidence that Government were seriously tackling the situation. In the 
budget ewstimates for the current year, the sum voted was the miserable one 
of Rs. 53,000. According to the revised estimates not even that sum has 
been spent. For 1944-45 the sum proposed to be voted is the pitiably 
inadequate one of Bs. 61,000. I ask, Sir, if this shows a proper appreciation 
of the problem of organising and developing our fisheries in such a way 
that at least one necessary item of food may be available to the public at 
reasonable prices. 
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This criticism is unfortunately confirmed by the reply of the Hon 'hie 
Minister for Agriculture to the question asked by me on 26th February. 
The Hon’ble Minister in bis reply disclosed that the staff sanctioned for the 
department, consisted of a technical staff of 4 District Fishery Officers, and 
-) Field Assistants and of a non-technical staff of 1 head clerk, 1 steno- 
grapher, 2 clerks and 1 typist. Words fail me with regard to the pitiable 
inadequacy of this staff. What is worse. Sir, only two of the four District 
Officers have actually been recruited, although the department was set up 
in May, 1942. 

I do not know what has hindered the recruitment of the full quota of the 
technical staff, but I would like to be a.ssured that it has not been the 
application of the communal ratio. It is the view of m> party that such 
technical appointments must not he hindered In a rigid application of the 
communal ratio, and if candidates are not available from a particular 
community, then in our view the appointments should he i brown open to all 
communities. Apart from this aspect, however, the staff’ sanctioned is 
obviously not nearly sufficient. Government have rt‘cruited a first class 
expert as Director of Fisheries, hut so far they have refused to give him 
either funds or organisation. They have in effect condemned him to act as 
an offi('e hoy tied to an office desk. This, Sir, is discouraging treatment for 
a first class technical expert, liook at the organisation in Madras; there. 
Sir, the Director ot Fisheries has one or more Assistant Directors who enable 
the Director to do the touring and research w'ork for whicli h(‘ is fitted. 
What does the Hon ’hie Minister propose to do to expand the hopelessly 
inade((uate organisation of the Department of Fisheries? 

The reply to my question was given by the Hon ’hie Minister for Agricul- 
ture and it disclosed one positive fact, namely, that the development ot 
Bengal’s fisheries had recently been made part ot the “Grow More Food” 
campaign. This, Sir, is however belied by the estimates where the miserable 
pittance for the Department of Fisheries still appears in tin* Demand for 
Industry. I presume however that the estimates were prepart'd after the 
decision that the Department of Agriculture should take over the Depart- 
ment of Fisheries. Asked, Sir, what schemes have been sanctioned for the 
development of Bengal’s fisheries, the Hon’ble Ministei stated that “a small 
experimental scheme for the improvement of the preserved fish industry of 
Bengal has been started with the aid of the Imperial Gouucil of Agricul- 
tural Research from the 4th January. 1944. Several other schemes such as 
fi^owing of fish in paddy fields, free distribution of fish fry and granting 
loans for improvement of tanks are under consideration”. Sir, this is just 
tinkering with the problem. The reply to a further question as to what 
steps had been taken to increase the supply of fish to Calcutta from the 
Sunderbans was that “experiments and propaganda on a limited scale were 
undertaken with a view to extending carp culture in the Sunderhan.s ohoc/x, 
both in paddy fields and in extensive khnls and tanks”. That, Sir, I 
submit was no reply at all to my question. I would like to know what efforts 
have been made* to secure motor launch or trawler transport for the supply 
of fish from the Sunderbans to Calcutta. 1 feel, Sir, that if the matter was 
taken up energetically with the military authorities Government would 
receive substantial assistance which wouM of great benefit to Calcutta. 

I would like to know if the Hon'ble ICi&iiter hoe t^en up this question with 
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the military authoritiee and, if not, if he will do so. There should surely 
now be no difficulty in our present emergency-circumstances in securing back 
the motor launches which used to bring a large supply of fish from the 
Sunderbans to Calcutta. 

What we want, Sir, is a comprehensive scheme which will provide — 

(1) for the rehabilitation and organisation of the fishermen; 

(2) for the organisation of the marketing of fish which, as I have said 

on many occasions, is at present in the hands of a ring of 
middlemen who are exploiting the fishermen; and 

(Ji) arrangements including transport for an increased supply of fish to 
urban areas. 

I am glad, Sir, to see that Government have made a start in providing boats 
to fishermen, but this, Sir, should only be a part of a comprehensive scheme 
for the development and organisation of the fishing industry. Research 
schemes and schemes for encouraging the development of fish in paddy 
fields, etc., are no doubt valuable and necessary but they do not touch the 
fringe of the main problem, which is to organise the fishermen and increase 
the supply of fish at reasonable prices. I think, Sir, that Government 
should take steps immediately to frame a comprehensive scheme for this 

purpose, and 1 would like to know from the Hon’ble Minister that this 

will bo done. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA; Sir, today I shall like to give a few 
suggestions to iny leader for his consideration. Salt, as a cottage industry, 
to my mind, deserves his serious attention. 

A few decades ago Bengal was self-sufficient in her production of salt. 
The Government at the Centre was not sympathetic. Bengal was made to 
suffer and her salt industry was sacrificed in the interest of the salt industries 

developing in the ports on the Red Sea. Today the position is that w’e are 

not able to procure even the most essential commodity required for our 
existence. 

Leaders in the past made some move to remove the obstacle but efforts 
were made on an all-India basis and never in the interest of Bengal. 

Here in Bengal coast lauds are so abundant, saline water enters our lands 
and any villager is able to prepare salt not only for his own use in his owm 
household. He can produce quantities for trade and even for commercial 
purposes. But the handicaps were and are there. Even the Gandhi-Irwin 
pact has not carried us far; our people are not able to produce salt for trade 
and commercial purposes. 

Now the plea of the Government of India may be one of revenue only. 
If they are not prepared to part with any part of the revenue I shall be 
prepared to suggest that the peoples’ right to make salt be recognised and 
the Government of Bengal be prepared to collect the revenue for the benefit 
of the Centre. In extreme cases where it is not found possible I shall go 
further to tell my leader that he should not hesitate to compensate the 
Central Government out of the Bengal exchequer and yet have the right of 
the people to make salt from the saline water found at their very door. 
The fight must be done in right earnest. 
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We must realise that salt is an element we have to begin our Bismillah 
with when we take a morsel of food and the Supply Department was not 
able to i>rocure salt for ns. In black market salt is sold at a fabulous price 
and in many places people had to go without it even when they were ready 
to have it at a very high price. 

The problem therefore is of great urgency and cannot brook even a day’s 
delay. 

I leave the matter to the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL; So far as the Industries Department 
is concerned. Sir, I have certain observations to make. There are certain 
institutions whicli are run on the grant-in-aid basis, but the result yielded 
therefrom is not satisfactory. The persons who get their training in those 
institutions cannot make a decent earning — not to speak of a decent earning, 
they cannot even earn their bare sustenance. 

Then there is some difficulty with regard to the weaving institute.s. 
Yarn is not now available and there i.s the Yarn Control Order of Oovern- 
ment. Sir, T am connected with certain institutions and T am trying to 
get yarn, but 1 have not so far been able to secure yarn at the controlled 
price. This is the most o])])ortinie time. Sir, to push on industries on a 
sound basis. Sir, we are suffering from various difficulties so far as finished 
goods manufactured in small industrial concerns are (‘oncerned, namely, 
glasswares, eiianielwares, chinawares, the price.s of w’hich have gone up to a 
very great extent in recent y(‘ars. But, Sir, Government have not come up 
with any proposals for the local manufacture of such articles on a liuge scale 
to meet the re(iuirements of the civilian population. T would therefore urge 
upon the Government to see that glass, enamel, aluminium and china ware 
industries are .started forthwith and .schemes formulated and sufficient funds 
provided for the purpose so that these industries may be put on a sound 
basis. 

In this connection. Sir, I should like to refer to another matter whic.h 
has been referred to by ray friend. Dr. Sanyal, and it relates to the Gur 
Control Order. We have been put to great difficulties due to certain 
restrictions impo.sed under the Gur Control Order. Sir, there are persons 
who produce sugarcane and manufacture their own requirements of gnr and 
who do not take white sugar but gur only. Such persons can no bmger, 
under the Gur Control Order, manufacture gur even for their own consump- 
tion. I submit that this should not have been the case. Then, Sir, they 
are not allowed to have white sugar because sugar is now controlled. Sir, 
the maximum price that has been fixed for sugarcane is Re. 1 if the sugar- 
cane is delivered at the receiving centres and Rs. 1-2 if it is delivered at the 
mill gate. But no concession has been made for the transport of sugarcane. 
Everybody in this House is well aware that the cost of transport has gone 
up tremendously, and in my owm area I have found that one cart-load of 
sugarcane cannot be brought to the buying centre or the railway station for 
less than Rs. 10 or Rs. 12, that is, the cultivator must pay ten or 'twelve 
annas for one maund of sugarcane. Sir, this transport question ought to 
have been considered at the time when the Gur Control Order was passed. 
Then, Sir, due to cattle epidemic the number of carta have dwindled down 
as a result of which the cultivators who want to bring tbeir sngaroane to the 
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mill gates or to the receiving centres are experiencing the greatest difficulty. 
Moreover, Sir, the price fixed for sugarcane is not at all commensurate with 
the price of fjur and every cultivator is consequently suffering a great loss, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when Mr. Abdur 
Kahman Siddiqi, the Advocate-General of the Government Party, refused 
to accept the suggestion of the Opposition, we expected, Sir, that we should 
he getting the benefit of his deceptive rea.sonableness in course of the present 
discussion. But since he has ordained otherwise by not standing up to say 
anything, either by way of refutation of the arguments advanced from this 
side of the House or in reply to the facts stated, we are left to making our 
own observations ex-part e. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, this appeal requires some answ'er 
from me and I hope you will give me a chance. We want one-tenth of the 
time given to the Opposition and even then we shall be able to teach them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 hope ^ou will deduct the time 
that has been wasted by Mr. Siddiqi from the time to be allotted to him. 

Sir, 1 propose to confine myself to only one aspect of the matter. 
Dr. Sanyal has discussed the (luestion of silk and, Sir, it is no exaggeration 
to say that silk is a very badly handled industry of this piovince and 
Government has never taken it up as a ^erious (juestion of its own. You 
know. Sir, that during the depression of the world marketyin 1IV28 when tea 
and silk were ecjually affe(dcd, sim’e ten \\as a vast Euro])ean intercht. 
Government pulled it uj) by its own patronage and subsidy, hut silk was 
all along left to eke out its own existenc<‘. When the present war introduced 
the silver lining into this otherwise dark horizon, the recent control order 
has praetically served as a chain round the undefended neck of the silk 
spinners and weavers. The Silk Controller of Murshidabad and Birbhum 
has by a notification under the Defence of India Rules forbidden the jnirchase 
of coccuuis excejd by a permit of no party other than the reeling tactoriivs 
which are engaged for war purposes in the manufacture of parachutes and 
th® like and as a result of this order affecting the normal structure of the 
silk trade in the two districts of Murshidabad and Birbhum, about 5,000 
silk spinners who produced silk yarn on the charkha have been thrown out 
aboig w'ith at least four times as many persons who did various jobs in 
connection with such spinning. Besides there are those who live exelusively 
upon the textile manufaeture from silk yarns spun out of the charkha who 
have also heeu thrown out of their occupation. And they have no secondary 
subsistence to fall back upon and today. Sir, on account of this indis- 
eriminale and thoughtless order they are dying in hundreds by inches. ]f 
war has to absorb some cocoon, I submit a quota ought to he fixed for that; 
the residue should be left for the open and free market so that the normal 
channels of trade and industry may operate to the benefit of these people. 

Sir, you know that even in this controlling matter the entire business 
and its prospects have been stifled on account of the fact that the matter is 
thoroughly department-ridden, I have seen spinners and weavers and silk 
merchants. They are primarily interested in the welfare of this particular 
branch, but their fates are to be decided and determined by officers whose 
only quftlifkation is that they draw lat salarias and very fat travailing 
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allowancea. Sir, dishonesty is rampant in the department and even when 
the Controller passes orders for releasing yarns, the underlings of the 
department, the officers of the lower grade, never carry into effect these 
orders unless they are paid something. This is having not only a discourag- 
ing but also a thoroughly demoralising effect upon the w'hole industry as 
such, and I expect the Hon’ble Minister in charge to rise up to the matter 
to look up the question not only in relation to its present-day problem but 
also to future prospects so that a large number of people who ought to have 
earned a boom during wartime and who on account of this indiscriminate 
and thoughtless order are practically being strangulated may be saved. This 
will not only save a big and useful community from starvation but wdll also 
place the industry, whicli was once a glorious industry, on a road to fair 
prospect in the world of post-war reconstruction. AVith this observation, I 
support Dr. Sanyal's motion. 

Mr, R. A. H. STEVENSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not wish to take up 
time this morning to a greater extent than is necessary, but the matter 
upon which I have certain observations to make, is one which affects 
directly the lives and well being of more than 2 lakhs of people in this 
province and will, I hope, ultimately increase the prosperity and the 
purchasing power ot many hundreds of thousands more agriculturists. 

My subjecj is that (d assistance <o the handloom weaving industry of 
Bengal. Of all the cottage industries, it is recognised that W'caving is the 
largest in normal times, but so dire are the straits in w'hi(*h tlie w^eavers 
have found themselves during recent \ears timt it is feared that the 
cessation of hostilities and the ultimate return oi the province to normality, 
may find that this industry has become so moribund that it wdll not he 
possible to revive it at all. 

I have recently made a study of a very comprehensive report on a survey 
of cottage industries in Bengal, which was carried out and published a few 
years ago. In this very illuminating w'ork are precise details of the various 
cottage industries w^hich are carried on throughout the districts, and pride 
of place is given to handlooni weaving, as being the most widely practised 
and important of these various handicrafts. 

Even at the time this report was compiled there were many definite 
signs that the handloom weaving industry, in particular, of these crafts, 
was in extreme danger of total extinction. 

The low prices of machine-made cloth were, of course, the chief reason 
for the ever-diminishing output of haii’d-woven chdh and more and more 
weavers were finding it impossible to eke a living out of the reward of their 
efforts, after the mahajan or middleman had had bis share of the profits 
and his interest on the loans which he had made to the weaver to enable 
him to purchase raw materials. 

During mofe recent times the abnormally high prices of raw materials 
have taxed the purchasing powers of the weavers almost to extinction, and 
it is gratifying to note that some slight relief has been granted to the 
weavers by the applicatoin of the Cotton Yarn Control Orders, which have 
enabled raw materials to be purchaied again at a more reasonable price 
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These weavers, Tantis, Jugis and Jolas, are craftsmen possessing a very 
high degree of skill which has been handed down from father to son for 
many generations. But unless some assistance is given, and given soon, to 
tliese men they will he forced by economic conditions to forsake this means of 
livelihood and find others by which they can earn a living. The result of 
this is only too obvious. The art of hand weaving — and an art it is too in 
the true sense of the word — will be lost to this province and all chance of 
the resuscitation of this, the largest of Bengal’s cottage crafts, will have 
gone for good and all; but not, as I am sure all thinking men will agree 
with me, for the good of the province. It is not my suggestion that only 
the relatively small number of people actively now engaged in hand weaving 
should receive assistance and encouragement to practise their crafts, but 
rather that every effort be made to make this handicraft sufficiently attrac- 
tive so as to encourage agriculturists in general to adopt this additional 
form of livelihood, and practise it during the slack seasons in the farmer’s 
year. 

By assistance and encouragement, I do not mean purely financial aid, 
as from what I have heard and seen of the budget e.^timates this, in its 
simple form of subsidies, etc., could not be forthcoming. 

A scheme could, 1 believe, be formulated whereby the Department of 
JnduHtries would engage and allot to this work a small staff to undertake 
the furtherance of this handicraft. 1 know that the first reaction to such 
a suggestion is bound to be “But w'here is the money to come from”? and 
in reply to this, I can state that 1 am sure that an organisation which would 
not cost the province even Rs. 1,000 annually, can he formed — and should 
he formed as soon as possihh*. Its income would be derived ironi small 
profits derived from the marketing of the handlooni products, sufficient only 
to pay the salaries and expenses of the organisation. 

Its functions would be — 

(1) To make advances where necessary for the i)urchase t)f raw 
materials and equipment, without any interest charges being 
levied. 

To give technical advice and assistance with a view to improve- 
ment of designs and the finished product and methoda, of 
production. 

(d) To make arrangements whereby the cloth when manufactured 
should be marketed as advantageously as possible. 

(4) To carry on propaganda to interest cultivators other than actual 
weaver castes iii the manufacture of cloth during slack periods. 

It may well be that Government are already considering the pros and 
cons of some such uuderiaking to assist the hand loom weaving industry. 
1 hope they are. 

It is eertainly true to say that in 1941 the sum of Rs. 2,26,200 was 
earmarked and voted for expenditure on a scheme to improve the ability of 
the artisans, craftsmen and small producers in cottage industries to hold 
their own in a competitive market by providing them with the means to 
produce better and sell better, I quote these words from a speech on 
industry by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamixuddin Khan in this House during the 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


251 


1944.] 

10th session of 1941. In a rejoinder, Mr. J. R. Walker of this Group 
expressed the view that although an expenditure of Es. 2,26,000 seemed 
to him a very expensive way of getting the weavers and brass workers out 
of the hands of the vwhajans he was in favour of the adoption of some such 
measures to alleviate the position. The scheme included the establishment 
of two sale and supply depots for handloom weaving products. 

In my opinion, this was a step in the right direction. But what I 
should like to know now is, were any such steps taken? And if they were, 
what were the results? Iinfortunately, no further information has been 
forthcoming to date, and the last bulletin on the handloom cotton weaving 
industry in Bengal to be published is dated 1941 and makes no reference 
to the establishment of these depots, or the success or failure of the scheme 
as then formulated. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, Sir, that I am not the first member of this House 
to speak on this subject, but I feel strongly that Government should let us 
have as early as possible an idea of the measures which they intend to 
adopt to alleviate the utterly unsatisfactory condition into which through 
neglect the Iiaudloom weaving industry this province has been allowed to 
sink. 

The patient, if we may regard this industry as such, is in urgent need 
of medical attention, and it is essential that the necessary treatment should 
be applied as soon as possible, or the consequences may well be the demise 
of the industry. (Apj)lause.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, tlie previous speakers 
have sj)oken about tlie handloom industries and the development of cottage 
industries in detail and 1 think it is needless for me to re])cai those things 
again. I would simiily touch one or two points. 

As regards difticnlticN in getting yarn at moderate j)rice b> the wtnivers 
Government propose to coiitnd the prices. This is weh'onjc, hut 1 am 
sure the vendor will not sell it at contridled rates. For instance, paj)er 
price has been controlled and the lowest price fixed is five annas six pies 
per quire, but it is not availalile in the market unless more than double of 
that price is paid. 1. therefore, suggest that in every districd or subdivi- 
sional In-adquarlei > vn here thcic arc large number ol w(‘UVfis a sale and 
supply depot should he started direct under Government control, so that 
thousands of weavers rna.v get yarns at controlled rates and thus earn their 
means of livelihood by manufacturing cloth. Take the instance of Madras 
and see how the handloom products have overflooded the market of Bengal. 
Why should not Bengal be up and doing to rejilace Madras by local 
products? The difficulties should be investigated and solved and facilities 
should be given to the weavers of Bengal. The Director of Industries in 
1941-42 evolved the scheme and provided money in the budget to make 
experiments in three or four places but it was stopped. On the other hand, 
a new Fi.sbery Department was opened which proved a failure many times 
in the past. Instead of this waste of money Government could provide 
for a scheme for the development of handloom industry. 

Production of cotton is indispensable for the development of handloom 
industry like cocoons. Formerly it was managed by the Agriculture 
Department and now it is managed by the Director of Industries. Like 
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sericulture cultiyation of long staple cotton should be brought under the 
management of the Director of Industries. Ninety-nine per cent, of 
cotton doth is being used by the people, but nothing is being done by the 
Gorernment for the cultivation of long staple cotton. I, therefore, urge 
Government to raahe arrangement for the production of cotton in Bengal. 
If cheap yarn can be made available to the weavers of Bengal then that 
will facilitate them very greatly and nothing in this world would be able 
to stand in competition with the cheap Bengal cotton. We have got all 
sorts of climatic conditions suitable for the production of cotton. So if we 
try we can produce the finest cotton in Bengal. This is not a new thing. 
Bengal used to produce in old days the finest cotton of the world. It is 
only the revival of the old that is necessary and for that every attempt 
should be made. But what is Government doing in this direction? No 
attempt is being made by them for the development of long staple cotton 
This is a very important thing and I, therefore, urge Government strongly 
to see that this matter, namely, cultivation of long staple cotton is taken 
up by the Industries Department as has been done in the case of sericulture. 

As regards pottery from my j)er8onal e.vperieuce 1 can sav that the 
training of students on this subject has been u total failure. The officers 
deputed for the purpose of training proved to be quite incompetent and 
without any business knowledge. Unless (iovernment appoint suitable 
experts and put pottery on a commercial basis it will he a mere waste of 
money. 

As regards training of students and weavers in artisan classes in Govern, 
ment technical schools, I must say that this is a very important thing. The 
Students should get full training at least for two years, and, it possible, 
for three years, so that when they come out of the .schools, the,\ will be 
able to produce such hue cloth as can compete with the world market. 
They shoulil work somewhere as apprentices. 

Then, Sir, handloom industry is being hampered because of the fact 
that part of the work is being done by the (.'o-operative Department and 
part by the Industries Department. This anomaly should be done away 
with and the work should be conducted under the control of one depart- 
ment. 

Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not my intention to 
take much time of the House. I .shall conhne my .speech only to making 
a few suggestions about the handloom industry, the Organisation and 
development of which are the crying needs of the province. If is very 
heartening. Sir, to know that many members of the House are taking 
interest in the subject and especially, Sir, that the European members are 
taking some interest in this indigenous industry. 

Sir, from the year 1937 I have been trying to draw the attention of 
Government to this matter and many Ministers have come and gone but 
Tei 7 little has yet been done in this direction. I want to point out that in 
this matter the initiative has got to be taken by the Industries Depart- 
ment. Unfortunately, Sir, the handloom industry is placed in the hands 
of two other departments, namely, the Co-operative Department and the 
Civil Supplies Department. The weaving is done mainly through the 
Co-operative Department and enpply and control of yarn by the Civil 
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Supplies Department. As far as my knowledge goes, there is very 
little co-ordination between these three departments. Moreover, the two 
other departments cannot take the same interest as the Industries Depart- 
ment. Specially, Sir, the Civil Supplies Department has got at present 
so much work to do in other respects that it is not possible for that depart- 
ment to get interested in this matter. There is a Bengali proverb 
^ I ’’ handloom industries the same thing 

has taken place. No department takes any real interest in this matter. 

Sir, it is a pity that while handloom industry is being daily developed 
in other provinces like Madras and Bombay, in Bengal not mmdi has been 
done by any of the departments concerned. 

Sir, it must be remembered that Bengal is a deficit province as regards 
cloth, and at the present moment due to the difficulty of transport ' not 
much cloth is coming from Bombay and Ahinedabad and also the cloth 
that is still in Calcutta cannot he distributed in the mufussal. The only 
solution. Sir, to this problem is the development of the handloom industry 
which will be able to feed the miifa.ssal aud Cah‘Utta consumers and as 
we all know, Sir, in Bengal the handlooins are j)rodn(‘ing as much cloth as 
the Bengal mills. This fact is not known to man> persons. Even under 
great dilliculty and disadvantages the handlooins are producing the same 
amount of cloth as the Bengal mills, and I think it is possible to double 
the out])ut of the handloom^ it onl> proper organisation is done by (lovern- 
inent. 

Sir, I do not want to take any more time of the House. In concluding 
1 only wish to repeat the suggestions that 1 made in my previoms speech, 
namely, that a conference should he iinme<liately convened with the 
Ministers of the three departments -the (hi-operative, industries and (Jivil 
Sujiplies — and the M.L.As. from the handloom districts to formulate a 
scheme tor the development of the handloom industry and an autonomous 
body started with adecpiate funds to put the scheme into action. 

The Minister in ciiargc of the ('(»-oj)erative Department did not even 
care to reply to my suggestion. I only hope that the Minister in charge 
of the Industrie.s Department will at least care to reply to my question. 
Mauivi ABDUL WAHED: f*l« ’rsre.* oirsf 

^ i 4? =nMi c'.'i : <r!T Jiwi 

% ^tW7 Sgfs 5TI® I Pw 0*1 sjf® 

55T« I ^aiWWif C‘,t 

^ ^mr t-am, Jrrf^TC^‘ita 's i 4 ’h 

I 4®^ (71^ ^ =Tf^5n om Pfcw ?T!r%f i 5<\on 

^ ^ i at; 3 Tta ’aft, 

atftsrT-fta c'^ i ft«o ’5®ra jti «rtft i 

isa's fH’italac'fif ■'Ta »«Tft ®gf® aw caria sra sn i 

^ ^ i '^fin cK®ta, ft, ■an (TitufMtifa caasr 

caat'Hftft i ^t?i ca®tt» pRtW’T *tra wtf®a 

apn ft’j ^ i aft ®ia fta ft«lt^la ara-aataf .n® an 

V5 sfl I 
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Babu RADHAHATH DAB: Sir, as the time at my disposal is very 
short, I shall try my level best to limit my speech as far as I can. Most of 
the members of this House have drawn attention to several industries such 
as spinning and weaving of cotton and woollen goods and silk goods, 
fisheries and other industries. But nobody in this House has drawn the 
attention of Government so far as tanning, boot and shoe-making and the 
making of other leather goods industries are concerned. With regard to 
these industries, 1 want to draw the attention of Government to the very 
pitiable condition of the people of this province who carry on these trades 
for their living. In the report of Government for the year 1941-42, it has 
been made quite evident that there is only one institution in (Calcutta so 
far as tanning is concerned and there is only one institution so far as the 
making of boot and shoe industry is concerned. If you, Sir, look at the 
number of students undergoing training in these subjects, you will be able 
to understand, Sir, how far the Government are callous and indifferent so 
far as the teaching of these industries to the people of this province is 
concerned. There are only 27 students in the tanning institution and 23 
students in the boot and shoe-making institution. Of these 27 students who 
are taking lessons in tanning, 7 are from outside Bengal and only 20 belong 
to Bengal. So far as the boot and shoe-making institution is concerned, 
out of 2a students 21 come from Bengal. If we take the number of people 
wdio carry on these trades and their dependants in Bengal. 1 should say 
that it would bo not less than 12 lakhs and we have onlv one institution 
for tanning and only one institution for boot and shoe-making to cater to 
the needs of so many lakhs of people. So, 1 would reijuest the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned to pay particular attention to this asi>ect of the matter 
and to see that the industries are develojied to some extent at least in the 
interests of people who are naturally concerned in them. 

Ofi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 rise ohIa to ask one question. I 
want to know whether the Government would consider the desirability of 
withdrawing bans from the branches of the All-India Spinners’ Association 
which are absolutely necessary in view of the scarcity of cloth P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish to .speak only a few words in reply to the observa- 
tions which have been made regarding the fishery industry. We are fully 
aware that the department is practically starved and hopelessly inade- 
quately staffed. 

The dejiartment was re-established in 1941. As soon as we took up office 
we began to enquire wdiether the department could be developed. We came 
to know that it was the decision of the last Cabinet during the time of the 
last Ministry that no new scheme wdiicli was not in connection with direct 
war effort would be budgeted for. That stood in the way of the develop- 
ment of the Department of Fisheries. So the developmei^; of the depart- 
ment was not previously considered. Now we have taken up the position 
that fish is an important food of the country and in view' of the presence of 
a large military force in this province, the fish situation has become .so 
acute that it has become absolutely necessary, that fish production should 
be increased. In that view of the case we have decided and asked the 
Director of Fisheries to submit schemes so tliat the department may be 
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gtrengtlieiied aiid the production of fish increased, within 4 reasonable 
time. (Mr. Atul €handea Sew : It will end in scheming.) Without 
scheming nothing can be done. A scheme has got to be prepared and it 
has to be passed by the Finance Department and by the Cabinet. Every- 
body knows it and Mr. Walker knows it l)est of all. 

As regards the complaint made about posts being earmarked for the 
Muslim community, we had to make an honest attempt. In several cases 
we have tried and where we failed to get suitable Muslim candidates we 
have decided to take candidates from other communities. In the Fisheries 
Department we have taken people from other communities and appointed 
them to posts reserved for Muslims, It is not a fact that the technical posts 
in the Fisheries Department have been allowed to remain vacant in order 
to satisfy the demand of the Muslim community. 

I accept the valuable suggestions which Mr. Walker has made, for the 
development and increased production of fish in Bengal. It will be my 
duty to see that those suggestions are <“onsidered thoroughly . 1 would ask 

the Director of Fisheries whether any .scheme on those lines could not be 
prepared and, if so, to come up with proposals. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we be enlightened on this points 
Are we to understand that the Directorate of Fisheries was constituted 
without having any scheme F I understand that there is a scheme w'hich 
has been under operation. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDiN H08AIN: 

There was no s('heme for the production of fish as 1 have already stated. 
Kesearch alone wdll not help us. We are short of food at the moment and 
we must bring in increased supplies of fish. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the time at my 
disj)osal is very short and I shall not be able to do full justice to the various 
questions that have been raised during this debate, I^iit before coming 
really to the cut motions I would like to take this opportunity to invite the 
attention of the House to a misunderstanding that unfortunately exists in 
the mind of the public with regard to the real scope of the Department of 
Industries in relation to provineial eeouoniy. In the existing state of things 
the Provincial Department of Industries has to function under so many 
limitations that the activities of the Government, in spite; of the best of 
intentions ol the Officer in charge, cannot embrace all the aspects of the 
industrial development, with the result that the achievements cannot fully 
meet the expectations of the people. (Rai Harkndr.^ Nath Chaudhuri : 
Therefore, abolish it.) It is not a question of abolition. It has to be 
remembered that constitutionally situated as we are at present, tariff, 
finance and transport are not provincial subjects and therefore provincial 
industries have got to work under these limitations. It is no use Haying 
abolish, but we have got to work under these disadvantages and limitations. 
Many of the people — some through ignorance and some, as my friends 
opposite, deliberately — misrepresent things and make all sorts of allega- 
tions and charges against the Industries Department. 

Now, Sir, I will 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYALS On a point of order, Sir. The Hon'ble 
Minister in charge has said that some members — and particularly pointing 
to me — deliberately misrepresent to the House. I would like to know which 
facts of mine are challenged by him. I say it is no use creating a smoke- 
screen. My friend knows very well that he is not capable to meet one 
single charge of mine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not strictly speaking any point of order: this 
is a personal explanation. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I challenge him to prove what 
misrepresentation there is in my statement. I am not in the habit of 
following him in this matter. Yesterday also, in regard to a question he 
replied in similar terms. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABU0DIN; Sir, 1 do not think that 
I should take any notice of what Dr. Sanyal says except as a member of 
this House and as a member of the Opposition, and I have no inclination 
of taking any notice of him. 

Now, Sir, 1 will come to the question of handloom industries first. I 
can say that J agree with many suggestions that have been made in this 
House and 1 shall certainly try to see how far we can give effect to those 
useful suggestions. Sir, as far as the handloom industry is concerned. 1 
admit lhal very little has been done so far to organise* the handloom weavers 
in a proper manner. There have been many difliculties in the past and 
the department at times prepared schemes which, owing to the change of 
Government us well as other difficulties, were not given eft‘e(‘t to. Sir. I 
am not giving out any secret, but 1 can tell the House that the department 
has practically pr(‘pared u very comprehensive scheme for the im})rovement 
and <levelopment of handloom industry. Sir, the point i^ this: one thing 
has got to be remembered that the main (juestion in the ca.se of a liandbmm 
weaver is that we have got to make arrangement for the supply of yarn. 
The main question in regard to cottage industries is that it is not possible 
for small industries to arrange for supply of raw materials at economic 
prices. The main pr(d)lem is to try and arrange so that we may have depots 
where the Government can arrange for supply of yarns in large quantities 
and then distribute them to the weavers at economic and cheap prices. 
This is one problem, and the scheme deals with that. 

The second is marketing of the finished goods. The small weaver, who 
produces finished goods out of the yarn finds it very difficult unless he 
can market it immediately and quickly. The scheme also contemplates 
that. The first question is the supply of yam and the second is the 
marketing of finished goods and every other assistance to be given to the 
weaver. So far as the present position 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: What about sizing materials 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwtje 8HAHABUDDIN: All the other advice and 
assistance to be given to the weaver will be considered, but these are the 
main points, namely, suppljp of yarn at a reasonable price and the arrange* 
ment for the marketing of finished goods. 
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Sir, my friend Mr. Gupta has complained that Government have not 
made any arrangement to relieve the difficulties on account of want of 

transport. I would like to remind him that these difficulties of transport 

are due to war conditions and are inevitable at the present moment. If we 
want to ignore and shut our eyes from the real facts, it is quite a different 
thing. But in no country, e.specially our province which is practically 
next door to the war field, the condition can be normal, and these are the 
consequent disadvantages of the war conditions, but as far ns this depart- 
ment is concerned, whenever any representation is made to the department 
that any particular industry or any particular individual in carrying out 
its or his trade is finding any great difficulty either of transport or of any- 
thing else, the department takes it up at once in the appropriate section 

and tries to relieve the situation and represents the matter to the rtdevaiit 
Central authority and tries to do everything possible to relieve the .situation. 

Now, Sir, as far as the supply of yarn is concerned, under the Central 
Government’s Yarn Control Order there is a Controller of Textile and the 
Civil Supplies Department is in charge of the supply of yarn at the present 
moment. The Director {i§ Industries has taken steps to bring the represen- 
tative w’eavers in touch with the trade and at the present moment, according 
to my information, we have not got much complaints about the lack of 
supjily of yarn, but, as 1 said, we are working under certain disadvantages. 
Still if any jiartieular ease is brought to the notice of the Director of 
Industries, I am sure ht* will take all the necessary steps to assist the person. 
(Mr. SrKrM.AK Dcttk : hat about the formation of a handloom board 

W'hi( li 1 suggested F) It is not jm.ssible for me to give all the details of the 
scheme, but 1 will certainly keep in mind the suggestion made by Mr. Dutta 
and will see if that scheme which he has ju.st mentioned can be usefully 
introduced. 

Sir, as far as the (lur Control Order or the Sugarcane (hmtrol Order is 
concerned, I would like to explain the position at some length. The posi- 
tion is this. We have been accused that we wcmt and i)romulguted this 
Gur Control Order and put on the cordon without any considmation of 
w’hat its effect will be, but very few people realise the situation with which 
we were confronted. Last year, the total sugar, according to the figures, 
required for consumption in this province was 14(1,000 tons and the total 
production of the province last year was — 1 am speaking from memory — 
in the neighbourhood of 10,000 tons. The Sugar Controlh*r for India 
informed us that in the coining year he w’as going to allot only 80,000 tons 
to Bengal and the other 55,000 tons will have to be jiroduced in Bengal 
for our consumption. That was the situation. It was an impossible 
proposition. (Dr. N.alinaksua Sanyal: That was also your creation 
because your representative w'as not sufficiently alert at the conference.) I 
do not think such interruptions need any answer. We were confronted 
with the situation that for the consumption in Bengal we had to maximise 
the production of sugar to the extent of 55,000 tons and it was an impossible 
proposition, but still w^e had to do something. If later on we were going 
to ask the Government of India to increase our quota, then we ought to 
have been in a position to show to the Government of India that as far as 
Bengal was concerned, we did everything possible to maximise the prorJuc- 
tion of sugar. That was the position we were confronted with. 
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Then, Sir, the position wns that the price of sugar was, as you know, 
fixed. The mills came and said that on the last year’s price they could 
only pay 10 annas for the sugarcane although this year the price was raised 
by Vi annas. The mills said that on no account they would be able to 
pay more than 12 annas for the sugarcane. I do not say that I accepted 
that absolutely as a correct propositiolk, but it was pressed by them that 
they could not pay more than 12 annas. However, that was the position 
taken up by the mills that they could not pay more than 12 annas. We 
knew that in view of the economic condition in the province 12 annas per 
niaiind of sugarcane was too small for the cultivator and it would be not* 
only a great injustice to the cultivator but that next year the sugarcane 
cultivation was bound to be adversely affected. That was the reason why 
Government decided to devise certain means to subsidize the cultivator. 
It is absolutely wrohg to say that this subsidy was in any way meant for 
the mills. It was entirely meant and intended for the cultivator. (Rai 
Harbndra Nath Chaudhuri : Indirectly for the mills.) I know that 
members of the Opposition will go on interpreting all the actions of Govern- 
meiit that we do in the interests of the masses it we are doing them in 
the interests of tlie vested interests and they know and the people who are 
really interested know that we are doing them in tlie interests of the masses. 

Sir, that was the position that we were confronted with. It wa.s 
thought that something more than 12 annas had got to be given to the 
sugarcane-growers. We decided, taking various things into consideration, 
that at least 4 annas more .should be given to the cultivator and we came 

to this arrangement with the mills that they might j)ay Re 1 for the 

sugarcane and the difference between 12 annas and Re. 1 would be met 
out of the provincial finance. (Dr. Nalinak.sha Sany.^i. : ’Fliis is bribe to 
the mills.) I should ignore it with the contempt it deserves \ot only that. 
It was considered that the price of <;Mr was very high and thi'ie was shortage 
of ffur in the province — that is again due mainly to transport difficulties 
— and we felt that even Re. 1 wuis not enough to induce the cultivator to 
deliver or supply sugarcane to the mills and not manufacture r/wr which 
would give him a higher price. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : So, the cat is 
out of the bag.) It is not a question of one year only. After all, we have 

got to take a long view of everything and I do not think any civilized 

Government can allow the industry to die so that there is no production of 
augur in the province nor anyone with any sen.se of responsibility can 
advocate that Government ought to have allowed the total stoppage of the 
production of sugar in Bengal and not taken any steps. Therefore, Govern- 
ment decided t(» cordon aii area from where eane could be easily supplied 
to the mills to the full limit of its capacity. Time was very short, as I 
explained in answer to various questions and 1 would not go into those 
details again. Cordons were laid and those people were required to supply 
cane to the mills and not to any other place. 

Dr. HALINAKSHA SANYALfi Mills are not required to buy. 

TtHi Hon’ble Mr. Khwftia SHAHABUDDIN: That is a point. Sir, 
which I answered in reply to another question. There was a definite under- 
btanding with the mills that whatever sugaroane was offered either to the 
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receivings centres or the mill gale Ike mills will be obliged to buy every- 
thing and if they do not they will pay full compensation for the supply 
that is offered in either of these oentrea. Thut was the position, Sir^ at 
far as the sugarcane order is concerned. It was made in the interests of 
maximization of production of sugar and I am sure that with all its 
limitations and the short time within which this oinWr was biuugbt i^t 
force it has worked fairly well. 

Now, Sir, I would refer to the question of silk industry. As far as the 
iriticisms against the (jovernment policy with regard to silk industry are 
concerned, 1 think that they are very unfortunate. We can claim that we 
have done everything possible and the line on which we are now prot^eeding 
is the best for the development of the silk industry. As far as the Silk 
Control Order is concerned, it controls the prices of cocoons and different 
qualities of silk and gives priority to Oovernment to purchase cocoons and 
silk both in required quality and quantity and also prohibits extra tnove- 
ment outside the province. The filature silk is required for the manufac- 
ture of parachutes, and it is a veiy high, qualify silk that is uiresKsar^ , 
and because attempts are being made to improve the iiuality t)f silk, it is 
going to a permanent benefit to the silk industry. As regards the 
defects that there are in the order. 1 shall very briefly refer to them. 
Although thert' is a controlled price for charka silk, (Government did not 
undertake to i)urchase churka silk. The result was that there has been a 
good deal of black marketing. It is just the problem between rlmrka silk 
and filature silk, and I can tell the House that Goveriuneut have already 
decided to introduce monopoly purchase of charka silk also. That will 
eliminate the unhealthy competition and black marketing between charka 
silk and filature silk. (A voice from the Opposition Renches : What about 
the rates P) The rates have not been fixed on a provincial basis. They 
have been fixed as far as war industries are concerned in (competition with 
the other provinces all over India and 1 may tell the House that since we 
have come to oflice we have raised the price to a very satisfactory level. 

1 think I have finished. As far as the tanning and shoe-making 
industry is concerned, I am very glad that a reference has been made. I 
may inform the honourable members that so far as the students who have 
passed out of our institutions are coneemed, they are well provided in life 
and are carrying on very well. I admit that it is necessary that we should 
increase the number of such facilities and instructions in the province. 
(Mr. Diiireni)k.\ Nath Datta: Start schools in the miifassal.) I admit 
that we ought to do that, but there are all sorts of handicaps. Still we 
have got to do as far as possible. 

I will very briefly refer to the point raised by my friend Mr. Israil 
that Government aided institutions are not working very satisfactorily aud 
the trainees who come out of those institutions are in many cases not able 
to earn their livelihood. If I understood him aright, that was the point 
he made. I am very sorry to hear that, but there is only one thing of 
which I may inform him. We have got a very small number of inspectors 
who can go round and inspect these imstitatioae. 1 promise that w# will 
give all the consideration and care to iBaprervo the institutioiaa as well •• 
to add to its number. 
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One point, Sir, I have finished. General criticism has been made that 
no appreciable increase has been made in the provision under this head. 
Sir, there is one thing which I want to remind the House, namely, that 
over and above the activities of the Industries Department the Director of 
Industries as the Agent of the Government of India is carrying on a very 
large amount of industrial work in this province. The House, I am sure, 
will be glad to know that to the extent of 6 crores rupees orders have been 
executed in this province. That is a supplementary activity of the 
Industries Department. 

In this connection T would like to tell the House that various industries 
on the basis of cotlage industries are being developed in executing the war 
supply orders, especially the tanning industry and the hat industry. I 
think it is most creditable that unlike other provinces instead of carrying 
out the war supply orders on the factory basis the Director of Industries 
is trying to carry it on the basis of cottage industries which will be a 
permanent benefit to the province. So when we are (‘onsidering the 
Industries budget during the war we have got to consider also what other 
activities and expenditure are being made for the improvement and advance- 
ment of the industries in <|ueHtion, on the various war supply orders. 

With these words. Sir, I beg to oppose all the cut motions. Sir, I have 
just been reminded that I did not mention anything about the salt manu- 
facture, a point raised by my honourable friend Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha. 
The other day in reply to a cut motion on the supplementary budget I had 
explained the matter. I do not know whether my honourable friend w'as 
here. The Government policy is this: we have received the samdion of 
the Government of India to manufacture salt even on a commercial basis, 
provided arrangements are made for warehouses where salt excise duty can 
be levied. At present my intention is to increase manufa(‘ture of salt and 
put up warehouses throughout the province of Bengal. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen that the demand of Its. f3‘l,83,000 
under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the demand of 

Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rft. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 

Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 

Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs.* 33,83,000 
under the head “43— Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
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TKe motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin that a sum 
of Rs. 33,83,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘*43 — Industries 
— Industries’* was then put and agreed to. 

43-~l riciiistrie8--Ginctioiuu 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 13,*2o,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona”. 

Sir, 1 may say that the latter portion of Dr. Bhaumik's cut motion does 
not come within the scope of the demand now made because the distribution 
of quinine is a subject which concerns the Public Healtli Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is so. When Dr. Bhaumik moves his 
motion, he will leave out the words “and maldistribution of quinine”. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAUMIK: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 13,2o,00() under the head “43— Industries— (hnchona” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
insufficient production of quinine. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, am ^ ^ I 

SfR w I ^ 

CT5 I 

I 

^ I India Government 7\m quinine^^ ^ 

a reserve vff^ quinine ^STotC^ 

i quinine ^ 

1 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 13,25,000 under the head “43— Industries— Cinchona” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the mal- 
administration of the department and the failure of Government to effect 
larger production of quinine. 

Sir, there are two subjects that I propose to invite the attention of the 
House to. One is regarding insufficient production of quinine. In reply 
to a question asked in this House a few days ago, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge laid certain figures on the table showing the progress made during 
the last few j'ears. These figures clearly reveal that in spite of the best 
efforts made by various sections of thi.s House, the increased production of 
quinine in this province has been extremely slight and in fact it is not 
at all commensurate with the requirements of the people. Time will not 
permit me today to deal with the various aspects of this question, but I 
feel that one important reason for this failure lies in the monopoly which 
the Government enjoys in the matter of cinchona plantation and manufac- 
ture of quinine. If Government would releaee private growers of cinchona 
in sufficient nuxnbei* to produce the cinchona bark, then and then alone can 
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a quick and a large increase in the cinchona industry be possible. So far 
as the manufacturing side of it is concerned, the factory at Mungpoo is 
in my humble opinion capable of handling a much larger supply of bark 
but it is the supply of bark that is really standing in the way. We have 
in the Darjeeling district large and useful tracts of land occupied by tea 
gardens which land could properly be utilised for the production of 
cinchona plant. It would not be possible perhaps for Government to 
acquire all such lands and to extend cinchona cultivation on the same, but 
if Government enter into some kind of arrangement with 8U(‘h tea garden 
owners that the land which would not ordinarily be suitable for tea produc- 
tion but which would be suitable on the other hand for the production of 
cinchona plant might be used by these tea gardejii for the production of 
cinchona plant and the bark produced therefrom be taken over by Govern- 
ment on some agreed basis, then probably a larger yield of quinine in this 
province may be secured in a short time. 

The second impediment that lies in the way is the unsympathetic attitude 
of certain class of officials in the Forest Department towards the Cinchona 
Department. There had been for years a sort of unhealthy rivalry between 
the two sections over the plantation side of cinchona production, but ulti- 
mately the two sections were separated and yet even now there is th is un- 
healthy rivalry going on in various ways. As a lesuli, Sir. 1 gave notice 
of a (iuestiou a few days ago in reply to which the ITon’ble Minister stated: 
two senior offic'ers of the cinchona factory at Mungjxx) were assaulted 1)\ a 
number of factory hands. It is iny information, Sir, that Government did 
not take adequate measures to bring the offenders to book and did not make 
any serious attempt to create a permanent peace in the atmospliere i)revaiiiiig 
over there becaUvSe mainly (‘ertain interests were involved who were deli- 
berately trying to keep up the differences or to keej) up the bad feelings 
between a section of hill tribes and the Bengali (ffiemists. As a result of 
this a serious situation has lately arisen in the factory and the production 
in the factory has certainly been jeopardised for the time being and is 
likely to be seriously affected in the near future. 1 know one very good 
assistant of that department has already left the service. His name was 
given out in the reply to my (piestion and he left, as w'as stated in that 
reply, because the conditions of the factory did not suit him. I believe 
that an enquiry should be made to find out if anything is standing in the 
way of increased production of quinine as a result of these differences. 

Mr. G. P. MACPHER80N: Mr Speaker, Sir, in pre-war days 
supplies of quinine in India, coming as they did mainly from Java, were 
plentiHil, and during budget sessions the subject-heading “Cinchona” 
attracted but little interest. With, however, that source for the meantime 
closed to us and Bengal perforce now the main source of supplies, the 
aeiiousness of the situation makes the subject one of grave importance, and, 
if I may with all due respect to the Chair say, worthy of a longer time 
for debate than the meagre half an hour allowed today. India, and Bengal 
in particular with its many malarial tracts, is very short of this most 
necessary drug. 

As a Government monopoly it might furnish an opportunity for me 
p«riia{Mi to join tkoso who seek solution of prohl^na in roorimiAajtioin. but. 
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though for many years Oovernment’s policy, with the exception of its 
recent belated, though commendable, extension of the area planted in 
cinchona cannot be but deplored, no useful purpose can be attained by 
pursuing such a course. I^et us rather, Sir, express our fears and appre- 
hension for the present and for the immediate future, and ask the Govern- 
ment of the day for full assurance that they at least are taking strenuous 
steps to make the best of what must be accepted as an unsatisfactory 
position. The blame for this unsatisfactor\ state of affairs is not theirs, 
but my party feels (and 1 am sure it is a feeling others must share with 
us) that they must tackle tlie pr(d)lem of quinine supplies with all earnest- 
ness and energy, and ensure that every available ounee of quinine is 
produced from the factory at Mimgpoo in conjunction with the plantations 
in Northern Bengal. 

Malaria is on the increase and with the exception of certain private 
enterprises who have done eomniendable work in this direction, sustained 
efforts at anti-malarial measures iu the province, approaching the standard 
I saw in Malaga some >ears ago, woiihl seem to be cons]>icuous by their 
absence. Thus, through circunistance India has ikjw to rely on cure 
instead oi enjoying prevention, and that cure must mainly he effected 
through th(‘ use of cinchona products. Bengal us chief supplier and one 
of the main corisuintTs has u diit> to perform which cannot be treated lightly. 
Witli Ceyhoi barring the export of cinchona hark this situation has been 
further aggiavated, and. though hard words have been used in protest 
against this har. (’eylon witli its own problem of shortagi* cannot be 
altogether blamed. The ^olution of Bengal’s problem must lit‘ with 
Bengal through tlie medium of the ways and means in its own possession 
oi valuable cinchona pro])erties. It is. Sir, therefore obvious tliat the 
sulqect of (loverumeut’s plantations; the administration of tlic factory at 
Mungpo(»; and the subsequent distribution where malaria is most rife, not 
(Uil> to hospitals and dispensaries, but to the public at reasonable ])ri(‘es 
and improved supply are all matters of jiaramount importance and urgency. 

According to the reply to a (juestion by my honourable friend, Mr. J. R. 
Walker, on the 17th February, the production of quinine in this province 
r(»se from roughly 58,(100 Ihs. in 1941.^ to approximatelv (>9,000 Ihs. in 
194d. It is stated tliat Government’s setheme of expansion of (jiiinine pro- 
duction has Uh its target an outturn of 100.000 Ihs. per annum within ]2 
years by gradual extension of the plantations and expansion of the produc- 
tion capacity oF the factory. As, however, Bengal alone consumes in the 
vicinity of 90,000 Ib.s. annually it will he seen how inadeijiiate the jireseat 
production is, and no matter how cornmeudable its long-term scheme may 
appear, it must he apparent to all that means must he devised immediately 
to increase outturn for 1944. 

Taking monthly production figures into ac(;ount, these, Sir, do not 
appear to be satisfactory, and it is our opinion that the Hon ’hie Minister’s 
replies to supplementary questions made last month in this connection do 
not altogether explain their wide fluctuations. For example, production 
fell from 5,350 lbs. in Januarj*, 1943, to 3,985 lbs. in February; 3,488 lb*, 
in March; and 3,574 lbs. in April. It then rose to 6,632 lbs. in May and 
atill further to 8,054 in July but again fell away to 5,729 lbs. iu September. 
W^ftel, Sir, tbft tbfse ba^e $Qmt other explaoaation than one 
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of natural seasonal reasons, and we think that the Hon’ble Minister should 
take the House into his confidence in this respect. 

Unfortunately rumours are circulating freely that all is not well. We 
hear of labour trouble at the factory. If this is correct, we would like 
to know what steps are l>eing taken to rectify the trouble. We must ask 
why a Government (loncern cannot sufce.ssfully employ a type of labour 
which is found satisfactory in private enterprise in the same di.strict. If 
the }>ersonnel is at fault, we suggest that a change in the personnel be 
made : if on the other hand work conditions are at fault, these should be 
made the focus of an immediate enquiry and settlement. With dissatisfied 
labour outturn must be adversely affected. 

Rumours also reach us that the factory is not working to full capacity 
due to an over-cautiou.s policy of bark-stripping being adhered to at the 
plantations. As a practical planter I can sympathise with the officers 
responsible for this well-intended policy and their desire to avoid deteriora- 
tion of their charge by over-cropj)ing, hut we feed. Sir. that such fears must 
be discarded in the face of necessity caused by the existing shortage of 
quinine and the alarming increase of malaria in the proviiue. That a 
stepping up of production at once by all means known to the departmental 
experts, even to the verge of over-cropping, as step.s to meet the present 
ernergeiK'.Vi is a matter worthy of early <‘otiHideration is tin* o])iinon of my 
party, and in his reply it is hoped that the llon’hle Minister will give the 
House assurance that his attention will be diverted towards the betterment 
of the supply of quinine in the ])rovim‘e. 

An allied subject on wdiicii I wish to tone h in coin lusion is in relation 
to that valuable plant, I prrnruanha , fnmi w’hifdi Kinetim* is produced. 
We understand, Sir, that Murjgpoo is the only place in India where this 
medicinal herb is grown to an> extent, and ni view ot its value as a cura- 
tive medium in cases ot dysentery, a disea.st* common in this pfovince, wc 
would like to see some active interest taken by this <l(‘partment in the 
extension of the cultivation of the plant to a greater extent than at present, 
so that at an early date production of this drug also may lacome an asset 
and a profitable produce of the province oi Bengal. 

Sir, w'ith these few practical suggestions, whicli 1 recommend to the 
Hou’hh* Minister in charge (d’ the (Cinchona Department. I resume my seat. 

Sir HARI 8ANKAR PAUL: Mr. Spt‘aker. Sir, you are aware of the 
fact that malaria is a prevent ible di.sease with an adequati* dosage of 
(luiniiie. But a serious situation has ari'^en in the province because of an 
acute shortage in the f^upply of (piinine. This is the cumulative effect of 
inadequate home production, stoppage of imports and a very severe 
rationing of the supply of quinine manufactured at the Government 
Cinchona Factory at Mungpoo. The result is that the people are getting 
only a negligible fraction of their requirements. Unless the Government 
can arrange for adequate relief at this crisis in the history of the province 
they will be lamentably failing in one of their primary obligations to the 
suffering public. An idea about the extreme inadequacy in the supply of 
quinine can be formed from the fact that in 1942 the Government distri- 
buted through Di.strict Collectors only o.lHiO lbs. of quinine for the public. 
The quantities of their distribution in scanty doles in 1943 have totally 
been inadequate in view of widespread nature of the disease in Bseiigal 
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and this will be admitted by all. The information elicited from the 
Hon’ble Minister of Forest and Excise the other day regarding the produc- 
tion of the cinchona bark and actual output of quinine from it in 1941-42 
and 1943 at the Cinchona Factory at Mungpoo may appear somewhat 
invitinp^ and Government scheme of expanding quinine production to reach 
an outturn of 100,000 lbs. per annum in their factories at Mungpoo and 
Munsong is appreciated but have these figures on paper been able to extend 
the maximum relief to the dying and suflPering masses? The people want 
actual doses of cinchona products and no jugglery of figures. The primary 
duty of the Government should, therefore, have been to secure release of 
a larger quota for Bengal from the Central Government reserve* stock of 
quinine. 1 do not deny the importance of regulating the supply and 
distribution r)f quinine at a tinu* when imports on a normal scale cannot 
be expected. Bui we were however told by tlie Government that there were 
enough supplier of (juiniue in India representing at least 2^ years’ normal 
consumption. In view of such a stock position, if is reasonable to expect 
larger supply for Bcugal from the Government of India. Humanity 
demands such a lourse of action. I am not aware what steps the Gov(‘rn- 
imuit of Bengal Imve taken in securing larger releus(‘s for civilian people 
of the province. If so, ^\ill tlicy tell the Hou.se the results thereof? 1 
would sa> a few words about the rationing scheme in respect of (juinine 
distrihntioii l)> the (loverument. We are told (hat allotments are made 
to (‘acii district and to (’aleutta in proportion to the local incidence of 
malaria and that the first j)n‘icrence in each area is to be given to hospitals 
and jiiiblic dispensaries for free issue to poor patients. It has been 
utticially stated that supply should henceforth be available at all ho8]>italfl, 
public dispensaries and retail distribution centres. But if we are to judge 
bv results, supply even now seems to la* very, very inadequate. Tlie crying 
need of the houi is more quinine. Nor has the sehutioii of retail distribu- 
tors been made in a jududoiis manner. The distributive nuichimuy is fur 
from satisfactory and requires overhauling according to the lU'eds and 
special circumstances obtaining in the provim-e. As far hack as March, 
1943, wc were told that the United States of America would he giving 
India quinine to the e.vteiit of 80,000 lbs. It was expected then that this 
quant iU when received would be distributed among the people and would 
thereby relieve the country of the scarcity of <juininc. I am not aware 
whether this entire quantity has arrived in India. I'] veil if it has, the 
position has not improved in the least, rather it has further deteriorated. 

In the next place*. I would refer to an aspect of the pndilem of import 
of this vital commodity. It is a matter of great surjiri.si* that while Govern- 
ment are allowing imports of finished consumers’ goods on a liberal scale, 
as a measure of anti-inflation, the list of es.seiitial commodities to which 
priority has been given does not include quinine which .should be given a 
higher priority and that His Majesty’s Government he re(|uested to arrange 
larger supply for India. The shipping position is now easier. Shipping 
difficulty should, therefore, provide no obstacle for import of quinine. 
Even now steps should be taken for supplementing the available supply of 
quinine in India by making arrangements, through the help of Inter- 
national Organisations like the Red Cross Society, for the importation of 
sufficient quantities of qninine from Java. 
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I will just touch on the unreasonable prices of cinchona products pro- 
duced by the Government. An averajafe sample of Cinchona Ledprerina Bark 
gives an yield of 8*5 per cent, total alkaloids. Of this 0-5 per cent, was 
found to be ( 4 uinine base. Tlie yield of quinine sulphate from this was 
7 d per cent. Taking the price of a pound of cinchona bark to be eight 
annas and the selling prices of quinine sulphate and cinchona febrifuge to 
be Rs. 18 and Rs. 14 respectively per pound (the pre-war selling prices of 
these Government products) the gross margin of profit is found to be 200 
per cent, or more. The manufacturing cost cannot be more than 25 per 
cent, and taking other expenses to be about another 25 X)er cent, the price 
in normal times even could have been reduced by 50 per cent, of the then 
selling prices. What was true in pre-war times is true even now for the 
enhamrement in the present cost of production cannot be more than 25 per 
cent, of the pre-war cost of i)rodiiction and as such even today the present 
selling prices of quinine may be reduced by 50 per cent, (to Rs. 20, say, 
from Rs. 37) leaving more or less the vsame margin of profit for Government 
as in pre-war days. It is not understood why in tliis poor (‘ountry the 
Government should have gone in for such unwarranted profit in quinine 
transactions. 

Lastly, I would say a few' words as to how home pro(lucti(ui of (juininc 
sulphate can be iTicrea.sed. The fall of the Netherlands East Indies two 
years before should have put the Government on their guard. They should 
have fores(‘eTi this acute shortage <»f (juinine and taken ste]>s for enhancing 
indigenous produetiou. Under the Russian method (|uinine can he had 
from einehona plants w’ithin u brief period of 2 to 2^ years. The just 
thing tor tlie Goveiriment should, therelon', hav<‘ lieen either foi* thein.>»*lves 
to start cultivation of cinchona plants under tin* Russian method or allow* 
private enterprise t(> come into the field. But the depart >m‘nt sat tight on 
the mutter. Neither the.\ moved in the matter in liglit earnest 

nor allowed private xiarties to grow einehona. It om* oi the lourses 
suggested ubovi* were tuk«‘n by the (ioverimient on the fall of Dutch 
East Indies into Japanese hamls, wv would liave In this time a cheery 
prospect of a larger home ])rodiietion of (luinine, which mu.st have 

emoiiniged Ooveriiment of India to release larger (juantities out of their 
reserve stocks. But instead we find a pitiful picture. It is a regrettable 
fact that Government I'ould not find suitable land that could be spared, 
in course of two years, ft is not understood why suitable land could not 
he sjnin'd for this urgent and humanitarian purjiuse. Time has however 
(ome when bold and drastic steps should la* taken for a complete reorienta- 
tion of the policy of the Government regarding ciiuliona cultivation in the 
province. The situation brooks no delay. The Government should, there- 
fore, lay before the House their clear-cut policy in respect of home 
production. 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: Mr. Speaker, Sir, within the 
short time at my disposal it will not be possible for me to give reply to 
all the points that have been raised. From 1939 up till now* we have 
extended the cultivation of cinchona by 1,943 acres. As I had stated in 
reply to a queatiou, from the normal production of quinine, namely, 45 
thouiand to 50 thousand pounds por axmum w« have increased it to about 
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70 tbouaatid pounds. The productive capacity of the factory haa now been 
increased by 30 per cent, so that the factories can now handle up to 20 lakh 
pounds of bark per annum, whereas formerly they used to handle 15 lakhs 
of pounds per annum. 

Sir, ^ith regard to fluctuation in production I want to say that thiy 
industry is not like other industries. Here plants will have to be harvested, 
barks will have to be collected and dried and some other factors will also 
have to be taken into consideration. 

As regards expansion of (‘ultivation for Ipecacuanha, 1 may say that 
Government have already taken up this matter and it has been extended 
since 1941. I'lie progies.s made is as tolb>ws: — 

As regards extension in 1941 the programme was 799 compartments and 
the actual was 754 conijiartments. In 1942 the jirogrumme was 1,000 
compartments and the actual was 2,214 compartments. In 1943 the 
programme of extension was 1,909 compartments and the actual was 1,250 
compartments. In this wa\ in 1941 the expected harvest according to 
programme was 599 Ihs. and the ac'tual harvest was 915 lbs. In 1942 we 
expected 709 lbs. harvest, hut the actual harvest was 841 lbs. In 1943 
the programme was <599 lbs. and the actual harvest was 798 lbs. 

Sir, the above figures show that we are not neglecting this side of the 
industry and are doing as far possible in this direction. 

With these few words, Sir. I oppose all the cut motions mov«*d. 

3'he motion ot l)i Gobinda Ghandra Hhowmik that tlie demand of 
Its. 13,25,999 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries- -Oinchona“ 
be reduced by Ks. 199 was then put and lost. 

The motion of 1)]. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 13,25,099 for exjienditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona” 
be reduced b\ Rs. 199 was then put and lost. 

The niolnm ot the Hon’ble Mr. Premhan Rarma that a sum of 
Rs. 13,25,999 be }.»ranted toi ex[)eiiditure under the head “43— Industries 
— Cinchona” was then put and agreed to. 

Point of Priviloge. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a queHtion ot privilege, Sir. With great 
regret I am retelling to an incident which interfared very seriously 
wdth the privilege ol a member of this Hou.se and for that incident one 
member of the Opposition was respcmsihle. Sir, yesterday one member 
belonging to the Ooxeriiment .side was prevented from coming to this Houwj 
and was kept under .strict guard into the House of another member of the 
Opposition. [Dr. Nalixak.sua Sanyal: <3 (yn?R 

(laughter). J When I will disclose the facte of the incident 
you will see, Sir, that the members showed greatest shame about this inci- 
dent and I thought that Dr. Sanyal, the Chief Whip of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party, should have patience to listen to this serious matter, 
but the manner i^ w’hich he is treating this matter, a question of privilege, 
shows that perhaps the fact is within his knowledge. This is a letter which 
has been addressed to the Leader of the Bengal Coalition Party by % 
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jnember of tliat party and the member is Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali. The letter 
runs thus: “Sir, yesterday while I was passing along Harrison Road I 
was taken over in a motor car by Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz and taken to the 
place of the Nawab Bahadur of Daccta where I was kept under a strict guard 
and HO 1 could not participate in the Assembly voting yesterday”. Sir, can 
you think of any incident more condemnable than this? (Mr. Abdulla-ai - 
Kaiimooj): Shame, shame.) 1 expected that when I sairl this, the Opposi- 
tion would listen to this incident with regret and they will express their 
sense of shame at least, but I find that they are not at all ashamed of this. 
Sir, 1 pity them as they did it in desperation. 1 move that in accordance 
with the traditions of this House this will be referred to the Committee of 
Privileges, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to submit to you our view 
regarding this allegation. I have got fullest sympathy with the demand 
for nn enquiry. (Uproar.) The Whip of the (lovernment has invited our 
views on this matter and I say (Uproar.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, will you resume your seat? 
It h as been stated in this House as a matter of privilege. 1 must tell you 
in this connection that 1 have often heard of privileges (»f members of this 
House, but iij) till now 1 have not been able to understand what the 
privileges of a member of this House are. In fact, under the Constitution 
Act, a Privilege Act could have been passed by this Housp and I think some 
steps towards it were taken, but the mutter stopped there. (loverninent 
after tiovernmoiit have come and gone, yet nolxKly has taken the trouble 
of getting that Bill jias.sed. I, myself, have not got a ver\ clear idea ahout 
what the privileg<*s of members of this House art‘. Here if the allegation 
is proved to be correct, it becomes a criminal offence (Ujiroar.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let them go lo the ( ourt 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD; The ex-Cbief Ministei was insinuat- 
ing yesterday upon the members of this House (U])roar.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. It is a serious oftence and it is an aft'air 
which, if correct, reH«‘cts, to use the mildest expression, no credit upon 
any body. 1 have been asked to refer this to the Privilege Committee. 
As 1 have already said 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before that we want to make our 
eiibinisflion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mot at this stage, -lust li.sten to what I am going to 
say. I know there is a Privilege Committee. I do not know exactly when 
it was formed and what function it discharges, but 1 think there is a 
Privilege Committee. Before this matter be referred to that Committee 
I inj^self want to be sure about the privileges and whether this matter 
should be referred to the Privilege Committee at all. I will give my 
decision on Monday next. 

Adjouminent. 

The House was then adjourned at 1-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, 
the 20th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House» Calcutta, on Monday, the 
20th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. iSyed Navsher Ali) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and 202 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which w^ e laid on the table) 

Relief to teachers of secondary schools. 

84. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Education Department aware — 

(i) of the present condition of the teachers of all aided High English and 
Middle English Schools in the Province; and 

(n) that the teachers of these schools are hard hit by the present 
economic crisis in the Province ^ 

{h) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps are 
being taken by the (ioveniment to ameliorate their condition P 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {(D Yc.s. 

(/m The matter is under consideration. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state if there is an\ definite scheme before (lovernment to 
ameliorate the condition ot teachers? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: There is m m heme but 
it has not been tirially sanct iofkmI. 'bhe Hon’ble Education Minister in his 
s]ieech during tlie discussion of the Sujiplementary Buflg(*1 has told the 
House that it would re^piire .i Mim of Ks. o() lakhs to give relief to the 
teachers, but now it appeals that that amount will not he sufficient but a 
sum in the neiglibourhood of Its, 7*) lakhs wouhl be iiei eHsary. (lovernment 
will try to provide for tliat amount. 

Mr. ATUL CHAN0RA SEN: With reference to answer (/>), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state when tlie Government expect to take 
a final decision in the matter? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Very soon. It has 
already been stated by the Hon’ble Minister for Education that the scheme 
will be implemented by the end of April and, if not by the end of April, 
a month or so hence. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wbat amount, if any, has been provided in the next year’s 
budget for this purpose? 
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Khait tahib Mauivi MAFIZUDOIN AHMCO: The estimates do not 
include this provision, but after the preparation of the estimates for the 
present year Government have adopted the scheme. 


Mft NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the flon'ble Minister be pleased 
to give us some idea as to how they are going to give relief to teachers ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFiZUDDIN AHMED: By giving a substantial 
dearness allowance to the teachers. 


Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any relief has been given to teachers in the current 
financial year, 1943-441^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The scheme as it is 
proposed is for giving relief to teachers during the year 1944-45. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (government is also considering the suggestions 
made on the floor of the House by various meiuhers that teachers should 
be provided with ration at concession rates ^ 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: So far as that question 
is concerned, it has been said by the Hon’ble Minister tor Education that 
Government have considered it many times but they are not a posinon now 
to say definitely that they can do anything in that direction. It however, 
hoped that the matter will still receive the consideration of Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 'Will the Horrble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat are the difficulties e.vperienced i)\ Government in the 
matter of extending relief to teachers in tin* shape of ration at concession 
rates ? 


Khan 8ahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The difficulties are 
various and many. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the HonTile Minister be pleased 
to state why the primary school teachers are omitted:^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirability of sending a copy of the scheme when prepared to 
all the memhers of this House before giving effect to ii? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: That I cannot say off- 
hand. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state how much amount is going to be provided for giving relief to 
primary school teachers P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Supply of ration at oonoossion ntao to guottod officers drawing Mow 

Ro. 800 . 

SS. Khon Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether members of the Bengal Junior CSvil Service and other gaaetted 
officers drawing pay below Bs.300 per month are supplied rations P 
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(b) II Ae answer to (a) is in the negatiye, wiU the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleasea to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Wffl the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether any 
ration is suppUed to Special Officers, Debt Settlement Bouids, Inspectors of 
Co-operative Societies and upper grade clerks drawing pay below Rs.300 
per month? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the officers referred to in (a) 
experience difficulty for non-receipt of ration or any dearness allowance? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to pive any relief to 
these officers? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Tulsi Chandra Goswami): (a) The only g“azetted officers entitled to 
draw rations at concession rates are those who are in receipt of a cash 
dearness allowance, i.e., officers stationed in ralciitta, Howrah Radar or 
Alipore Sadar whose pay does not exceed Its. 1C3 per mensem. 

(h) Our scheme aims at granting within the resources of Government 
relief where it is most needed. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) They are non-gazetted Government servants. 

(e) I am aware that these officers have also been hard hit by the rise in 
the cost of living. 

(/) No. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference lo answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us why the officers slationed in 
the mofussil area whose pay is less than Rs. 103 do not enjoy the same 
benefit as the officers in Calcutta, Howrah Sadar and Alipore Sadar are 
getting? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: T want notice. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: With reference to answer (r), 
may I ask the Hon’ble Minister if he is aware that members of this House 
are also hard hit by the rise in prices ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvt AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: With reference io 
answer (r). will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether CircU 
Officers, Special Officers, etc., are entitled to get ration and dearness 
allowance, if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I could not say off- 
hand, but they are hard hit. If the honourable member gives me notice 
of this question I shall certainly answer. 

Maulvt AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the employees of public bodies drawing a small salary ara 
also entitled to this benefit? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise* 


1ft 
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Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: In the question itself several grades 
of public servants are mentioned. The employees of public bodies are also 
public servants. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that non-gazetted 
officers who are getting Rs. 300 or less are getting ration at concession 
rates ? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I think, in some 
cases they are. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why should there be any distinction among this class of 
officers P 

The HOfl'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: According to certain 
rules, and the rules operate automatically. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the officers belonging to the Junior Civil Service and 
officers like Special Officers and others are entitled to get dearness allowance 
and ration at concession rates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: There are certain 
rules: 1 have not got the rules before me. But if under the rules they 
are entitled to get dearness allowance and other concessions, they will 
certainly get them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Questions over. 

Enquiry into Pending Questions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May 1 draw your attention to the 
fact that replies to questions have not improved ? A suggestion has come 
to you from Mr, Sibnath Banerjee in jail that in printing questions and 
answers the date of admission may be printed along with the answer as is 
done in the Central Assembly? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know this matter has been repeatedly agitated on 
the floor of the House and I have given you some assurance that I will hold 
a conference and will give my decision later on. I am enquiring into the 
matter in order to be able to gather facts but it is not yet complete. I will, 
however, make a statement on the subject next week and in the meantime 
I will try to gather facts. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

7 — Land Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 34,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — ^Land 
Revenue’ ’ . 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : 

lOTT c4l4Tl (TT 

lift* I 
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Mr. IfEAKER: move 

Mfluivi ABDUL WAHEDs I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ‘7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the Government (a) to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Land Revenue Commission, (h) to reduce rents of the tenants hard hit by 
famine, (c) to introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill before 
the Legislatures. 

^ ^ 

^ tTsjtr? ferffhotr^ <tl*f 

(Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik: 

?) '3 'SHI 

I 

at ctC'4t? a\ c!ftiftOT 

fMTtft ^ tr*fi ^ o!j5T* cn^ 

-5^5 f^^rfETo ^ ^rrf^ i a^ c?ft^ at 

5itft tf'^ '^rt^ c®rtc^ ^ S^tfrs 

(71^ *?tfhT 5^ ^‘Pt — ■fer?Tff ^ (7'3 di »r^ ^ 

'^'3 ^ ^ CTf??T OfP^ 'SHT ^FtUS, ’ITC^ 

Tl 'oft ^Fft»H ^ IHI at^ CPt ^ 

at wf^Tft W5 I ’^Tton ^ 5Tfer«i T iT 

at ^ !f5m ^ft^ft^ femft 

^1 wft^tft ^ ^'#1 ^impR «tftT 

5R] (TTCo ^ I ^ wftwR '3 i ^jwof^ 

'^rtTR (7T ^ I cir^ Tft*ti7T=T fti:^tt?:&"?r i 

^ ^HTo ^ ft'^f'3 ^ft^ol, ^fftnofiT Paji at C^Z'di^ 

^ %, '*mr ^T^fH ^ ft: (Tf, (Tit (Tfft(Tr& 

TOm ’flT^ 'ER ^rf^TC^ ’Ti:^ ’fR'S 'Brft*tt?t 

^C5f tr^ TOffeTH ft'^ ^tt^ ^rtiTT wfttttft ^JCTT 

OTK'tl TOF C'^FtR- 

f^C5R c^ cw^ i ft^ 

T(fmm (Tft &?T? ^mbt’ti fro a^ 

(TFtR «rft^fiT-tr^ R '^ft^ P*dSt\ (T^l?*rc^ 

»im RC^— ^ ft" ^ r wftjftft tfvh 3^C5T artm 

54TCtr^ ^ R’ltRCR ^ft "RR ^’Ttrs ^ttTR It 

Sir, 'ertft ftnstm R:^ 5tt ft-jR arfiprSBt ^^3071 <ttRl RtR 
^ fR ftRi ‘■ yftto ftni%R ; a(^ vijt ^rfipnsi (TR rrt imv^ t 
(5511^ ^®ftft ^*tlR ftrsRi 5tt 4 Tn^ C*fH 'T Nl ^Tf%3'n •Tt^ftftlf 

ef^in *JJ ^ blftr’*Tl tfWfR ft^ CRTf cnSiC'f *ItlV 

^tCT RC^ ^ CR T TOT TOT "’BTfCiD IrRI RP 15tt 5tftRI 

laa 
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jfHi c«frv V'lTi'ii ’Twrv ^ frcrc^ r 4^ ^ 

*r¥ 0 ^ ’rf?Rn c<(t«TWi^?rfon iSri ^ ?ti, ^i?i?i 

«(Wsn ’fiR ’Fc? ’>tt»r ^ »ir*'Q 'stsi ^stwir Jir^rr ^ Phs 

<Q cram f%«pn ^ir ^twt^r "tisT?!! sa «r rstsTtfi^tc^ 

'ilf^t.^ni c«Tt1i5^ ’Pt*? f®i^^i(|pi <FCif I ^Ttfir ftraifn 

^303 <ft^ ’rff'^t'ai '5tWt BT^n' <fl5F^ Tt^t '^TKTI T'SC's 

fv^n? (Mr. Abdulla AlMahmood: £,5, 

'Btft JOT ^srrs 5ft — wftwtfr g«h fSratg jpt^ ft'sBs 

^rfi'i'si CBf'f'tl ^l'wf^t«i*( (pointing to the treasury benches^ 

’TsT^ 575 6(.i(ec'i«i, — 5rt;"n <ytz^ 

Bfti 'lf!:>t?r ‘fs^’Tl so ^ gsfl 'scsr gi'gfft i (Mr. Abdul 

Latiit Biswas : 5^5 ^ gBrt<(tft 

Tn^RPT ii5^<n sa w^ft g«(i ct's^ ftral^t 1 

Bst5( wft’Ttfl g'tl (Tfsut^ !f<if) <iF5 C'jR'tl ?T1 'Safjft 

’TCW? BfbPF ‘H’FC’R •i^k 5^ ’ItTST’R C^B ^‘4 Cirt''tPtiT 

vjtsR >ii’t‘ 'sR <H!otatr5^ T^tii ftcii jnftT iFs ^ ^rfc^t fror ’it's, 

<FW^5i ym Jrfjw'oi c^ trc^, c’rr?^^ (TI Brftvtff g«h 5R 1 >a^- 

Bta 6 rr ■9R5 ^ 3k iiw (Tklr^T ^■sfir iitai 80 br ora? flr^n ?l'3f?Tf% 

wr? *lf?'lT5 Tcsfi I ^5?'^ t5f?i ft-sFs iifaTHilc’^ ^(505 gir? f?r 1 Sir John 
HEBBBET ^ ^ ^ 

(7ft n^^El ?1 ?r?t 5TOI (5t5t»f C? ’TSf^vSlT?' (SlTl »PS? ^ I 

(Mr. Chaeu Chandea Roy : Pf ^ ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER : (pj T'stt's CslW rpni ?r? I 

Maulvl ABDUL WAHEO ; ^ 'JTfO;, Sir, ;<ict5 

Rftf^ W71 ftBtfti *ff^t? ;r? ^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^Tf jt»»f ^ «tWro '^TRI? C?^ Rftf^ ?ft, jppi sfR^t? ?1 | 
Maulvl ABDUL WANED ; 5^ ?t?l ?tfr ?:? vttiTF— 

cgrai ?i€t »rt!?r iiwro?? cw? ^ ?? 

?«) JR 5rti g^05 (3t? nrsf '5(1? JR firf^R f^c? imts mc^ RR?fti hriii 

t?t5 CTO ftcv c«t*Rn5g^?rc?i ^ -,tt^ ^.5,^ 

*f(R (7ft c^tRi irm vmyr c^ m. mi fiia ^ ^ 

crT^ ^ (7r*wre f?of ?R 4 ?: ?Tf%? c«f*WD5 pjtf ’TO’ifiift 

fwi ra; Tc? (R'Sin ?? 1 (5t?*R ( 5 R 1 (7ft«tl^gTO. ’Fwl'^nf csfc? ?#Rf? 

g? rr »< 1M3?R f’FfvfnRTvn's^tsRi^sTTOrgroi R^cjftuRt^tfe- 

'9f%? JRUfjIOF f*PF»T ft?l 4? gt? (3R ”11? ?tf??l C^, >^)5Ft%I ?tf% 

«fc? «m7r I (5H7R ^ ?njjR't m tot^t .stkjR (rstr t 

(hear, hear.) Rfft RR ?5TTO Bft ; tpri RtC RHH ? ^ 

RWR? ■ 4 ^ gftro ?r?T g^gifp"? gv^Rc, f?R?fB^ cf&r ?>c 5 t, gBriror 
®*W? TOIC^(A membse fif 5r?C5f) s[? f%ciH ?TOR =5 ?^SP9 
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I tprtn gwt?n c4»it5t m 

« ^*n c®lnic^ ^ tsi^ '®n*(4 *ffti'5iiii w cn ^<if&i iji^hh 

^ »tt=if| ^n I ^grsTrai»t ^^tps »iff% — far’j^i csRt«i ’r<ii^ »pn- 
’if<(l9‘f ’R '9 Oof^t ’Rfra *tt^c5 ^ I 

« t'ffsi iHc^, '^ir^ I »trT 

’Tl f%CV JR I arR'itR f%!|R3rfW5 %'**ffin 

sRiR? ^ ’'Ff^’pT'R Rf?rt 5ra »rc«t§ ^Hi fcb^, 4&i 

'^=nt5 1 <a? ^*HrR ^7 ^rfiRTsi ^ ?ttf^ 'srtc^^ fV r r 
®i ^ R— 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Hs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7— 
Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion about failure to provide the landlords’ facilities for quick 
realisation of rents. 

Sir, from the trend of tenancy legislation in Bengal since 1928 and the 
attitude of the (joverninent, it will appear that the Government in this 
province have forgotten that thej have a duty towards all sections and 
classes of people in the matter of realisation of their legitimate dues. It 
is far from my mind to suggest that legislative measures to palliate the 
unnecessary hardships of the tenants or ts) remove their legitimate grievances 
should not be undertaken. They are perfectly welcome. But what I want 
to point out is that in the name of safeguarding the interest of the tenants 
an atmosphere has been created by which payment of rent has now come 
to be regarded as an unnecessary evil. When the Government is the direct 
landlord, realisation of rent even by summary proceduie is excusable, but 
attempt at realisation of legitimate rent even with beggar’s bowl in his hand 
by a landholder is a crime! Many people including the Government seem 
to have forgotten that the landholders exist to collect Government dues 
and unless the Government help them how can they expect the landholders 
to be able to di.scharge their obligations to the Government and pay the 
revenue. The result of this attitude wdll be that ultimately the Govern- 
ment is to suffer. Is there any equity, any sense of fairness and justice in 
a state of things whereby the Government can crush a class of people by the 
exercise of their sunset law and at the same time create a situation making 
it difficult, if not impossible, for their agents to realise their dues from the 
tenants or tenure-holders P But this is what things have actually come to! 
This may crush the landowner but will help nobody. The only logical 
sequence will be that the land will pass from one hand to another and the 
same difficulties will remain and repeat ’themselves and there will be a vicious 
circle, creating confusion and chao.s. No-payment mentality is already 
there and it is a natural human weakness and if encouraged indiscriminately 
and even in cases of legitimate dues, it will not stop by creating confusion 
merely in the spheres of agriculture, trade, commerce and bu.siness but will 
make the existence and continuance of any stable and sound GoTemnibe&i 
impossible. 
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Some people are blinded by their frenzied fury against the big land- 
lords imbibed from their ill-digested creed of socialism. I sympathise with 
their feelings and convictions, though incoherent and ill-co-ordinated. Bui 
I must tell them that in the name of communism, or should I saj 
neo-communism, they are bringing dawn and have already brought down 
a large section of the landholders to the level of the proletariat but have 
failed to raise the lot of the proletariat. The landlords according to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and according to the socio-economic structure of this 
province do not mean only a few big landlords. They do include an over- 
whelmingly large number of poor people holding barely a few hundred 
acres of land and having very small margins as collectors of rents. They 
are not rich, they are not idlers and shirkers but are educated, industrious 
and cultured. These classes of people already struggling hard for their 
existence, have been reduced to an extremely unenviable position. A good 
number of them have not even the money to sue the tenants for their 
continued default for four years for the institution of a suit for a paltry sum 
of Rs. 4 or Rs. 8 means an aggregate expense of Rs. 2o or more. Even 
after going through a long and complicated process of law when a decree is 
obtained and the tenure is purchased by the decree-holder in lieu of his dues, 
does the trouble of the landholder come to an end? This is only the 
beginning of fresh troubles. The land in law belongs to the landholder- 
buyer but the tenants continue to possess the same without any further 
liability to pay rent. 

Whatever little opportunity for realisation of rent through law courts 
has been left for the landholders after the passing of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, 1940, and the incorporation of section 1G8A, this has 
often been made infructuous by circumstaiKes which were evidently not 
foreseen even by the legislators. For the amendment of that section in one 
important respect a Bill introduced by me is awaiting your consideration. 
The section deserves thorough overhauling and recasting in the light of 
the past experiences. 

There is an idea underlying all the measures thus far undertaken for 
the benefit of the tenants that dilatory tactics in payment of rent help the 
tenants. But this is a very wrong idea if a long and enlightened view is 
taken. Accumulation of rent due to undue allowance given to the tenants 
is not a friendly act to them though it may sound a bit harsh outwardly. In 
reality it only makes easy payment 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret, your time is up. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: May I have two 
minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ba. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue'* be 
reduced by Rs. 100, in order to raise a discussion about absence of any 
oomprehensive plan for the rehabilitation of destitutes and for the prevea- 
Utoa of ajieoation of land from cultivators in distress. 
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Sir, I hardly need any speech for the motion that stands in my aame. 
In connection with various questions put to the Government, it was revealed 
that so far Government have only met the immediate issues — the problems 
which they were faced with last year. The issues that are before us now 
and during the coming few weeks and months are yet in a nebulous state 
ai'.d we are in the dark about the intention of Government both with regard 
tf rehabilitation as well as in particular with regard to the arrangement that 
G jvernment propose to make for j)reventing alienation of land. While on 
is ground I submit, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Kevenue 
Department should make it absolutely clear whether Government propose 
to have any wide and big-scale rehabilitation scheme introduced in this 
province to save the province from a disaster for generations to come, or they 
would again pursue a policy of drift as they have been normally used to. 
We have several officers appointed. 1 understand. Sir, that a Special Officer 
was appointed to look after the problems of rehabilitation and it is under- 
stood that he has no more work in hand now. Schemes were put up. The 
schemes involved certain land legislation as well as certain measures for 
relief and encouragement of industries. We have yet to know' w'hat Govern- 
ment propose to do, w'hich of those schemes have been approved and what 
measures have been taken to see that schemes so approved are actually put 
into operation at an early date. 

So far as rehabilitation is concerned, it is rumoured that Government 
have decided to place about Us. 50 lakhs or so with the Industries and 
Commerce Department for having some kind of programme of rehabilitation 
of small and decaying industries both witli a view’ to improve the industrial 
conditions of the province as well as simultaneously to have rehabilitation 
of the famine-stricken peoj)le and particularly the artisan classes who were 
most bard hit during last year. We would like to know if the Hon^ble 
Revenue Minister is in a position to give us any details of those schemes. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance has stated in his budget speech 
that the deficit that he has so far shown does not include the amounts that 
are likely to be spent for rehabilitation w'ork. It is now^ nearly two months 
that the budget w'as prepared and the budget speech was probably prepared 
a month ago. W^e would like to know the latest position in that respect 
whether the Government have actually got any rehabilitation scheme framed 
and what money has been proposed to be set apart for such schemes. 

The second thing that I want in particular to draw attention to is in 
regard to land alienation. We understand that there is under contempla- 
tion an enactment to restore land which has been actually alienated during 
the famine period. We are as yet not in possession of details except that 
there was a short Ordinance which has been available. I realise that there 
are certain practical difficulties in the way. For example, we feel that if 
the Government merely propose permission to the actual tillers and former 
owners of land^to get back their land on payment, unless Government make a 
eimultaneous provision for advance to such cultivators, mere permission 
may remain illusory and it may not be availed of. There are also real problems 
of ascertaining bow many of these alienations were actually done as a result 
d famine conditions and what are the normal alienations and how to 
difiesontiate between the two. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
Mouse. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
(leniaiuj of Its. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ‘7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this in order to raise a discussion about 

reintroduction of the certificate procedure in khas mahals. 

Sir, certificate procedure is a relic of the mediaeval landlordism and when 
in 1037 the whole House agreed to the abolition of certificate procedure, 
the entire province did welcome that as a very progressive step taken. The 
reason is obvious. The principle of a claim is that a notice oi the claim 
should be given to the defendant party. The defendants must be heard as 
to whether they have anything to say regarding right or wrong of the claim 
and that decision should be on issues framed, but the greatest anomaly of 
the certificate procedure is that the landlord’s claims are assumed to be 
true and, Sir, the hardships that follow on the basis of such an assumption 
are too well known to require any specification today. 

Now, Sir, for some years this certificate procedure was kept in abeyance 
even in respect of Government properties, but today, the third Ministry 
has assumed office in this House to reintroduce the certificate procedure 
through tile back door. This, Sir, is a very unkind cut to say the least. 
If other landlords can do without certificate procedure, there is no reason 
why (lovernment cannot, because Government is supposed to have larger 
resources and more staying power than the private landlords. If the 
private landlords who have to meet the demands of the Revenue Law and 
the Asiam Law', wdiich are very stringent, if these private landlords can 
be asked to look after their own resources in order to meet these demands 
without having had the benefit of certificate procedure, there is no reason 
on earth why Government should not stay their hands so far as their property 
is concerned, because they have larger resources, they have enormous taxa- 
tion resources and they can never be supposed to be in need of money. 

Then, Sir, there is another thing, in a paiticular mauza the same man 
is a tenant both under the khas mahal and under the private landlord. If 
the khas mahal uses a certificate procedure and 'thereby creates a first 
charge upon its ow'ii demand, the eftect is that the private landlord will 
have to wait and wait till the tenant is able enough to meet the demand of 
the private landlord. I submit that from the point of view' of justice and 
from the point of view of equity it is desirable that certificate procedure 
should not be reintroduced. 

With these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Rat Bahadur dOGESH CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — ^Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about the policy 
of fixing revenue of the temporary resettled estates in the Sunderbans area 
and enhancement of revenues by 500 per cent, and more and extreme 
indifference of the Seitlemant Department. 

Sir, all the deltaio landa on the south of * the districts of Khulna, 
24*Far^na8 and Bafcargaaj are coQimonly known as Sundarbans loml 
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area. It was once a home of Royal Bengal tigers, crocodiles, snakes and 
various other wild animals and consequently it was a source of great menace 
to the adjoining main lands and therefore the Government of the day 
leased out the forest part by part on certain terms and conditions to clear 
and cultivate the land. The leases w’ere of various descriptions, vi*., for 
99 years, for 40 years, for lo years with stipulations for successive renewal 
every 30 years and the terms were reasonable and moderate for the first 
period. But the trouble started when the question of resettlement for the 
next 30 years came up. There are a number of estates which pay 70 per 
cent, of the amount to the Government as revenue but after several 
representations the Government revenue is now 50 per cent, of the asset 
in respect of 40-year lease land. Sir, lease-holders spent their fortune in 
their venture to reclaim the land, hundreds of lives were lost and many 
a capitalist were ruined in their eftorts to make the lumls fit for cultivation. 
It was, Sir, a stupid idea to lease out the forest lands before these were 
properly built up — these are below the sea level and therefore have to be 
protected by high embankments. The w’hole Suudarbans area was under 
a Special Commissioner for many years and it is now managed through 
the ordinary administrative channel. 

Now the Government is out of the wood as the lands have been cleared 
and the main land is safe. Government now takes the mean advantage 
and where the revenue was 4 annas per hitjha it is now being raised by 5/6 
hundred times. The late Hon’ble Sir Provash Chandra Mitter, a man of 
great ideas and vision, while he was holding the Revenue j)ortfoli(), was 
pleased to grant some concession and recently the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee allowed some more concessions and was contemplating 
further revision when his term of office abruptly ended. 1 raised this ques- 
tion in this House in 1939 when the then Itevenm* Minister Sir, Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy gave some sarcastic reply which was worthy only of a 
third rate man holding a responsible position with his Upper Chamber 
vacant. 

I now appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue who is a 
real zemindar, to go thoroughly into this question and do justice and not 
to support the unreasonable recommendations of the Settlement Department. 
This department, Sir, has no respect for the sections of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. They, Sir, do not know the definition of “fair rent”. They, includ- 
ing the head of the department, think in one way, talk in another way and 
write out judgment in quite a different way, brushing aside all canons of 
justice and fairplay, facts and figures. Even the itevenue Board is some- 
til les helpless. I, therefore, ask again the Hon’ble Minister to send for 
thi representatives of the Sundarbans Landholders’ Association, and hear 
them and give relief and not to follow that maxim (Mftnr 

i.t.y when your jungles are cleared, your lands are reclaimed and main land 
is safe, you kick the lessees out and try to throttle them to death. This 
is unfair; this is dishonest. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Khiii BthuHir Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 

move that the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 under the head — Land Revenue*' 

ke reduced by Be. 100. 
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I move this to raise a discussion about reducing the sale exemption fee 
penalty due to inability to give land revenue in proper time. Previously 
the fee was 2 per cent, but now it has been increased to 15 per cent, and 
even more. The fee should be reduced to the previous rate. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Ks. 34,51,000 under the head ‘7 — 
Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The object of moving this motion is to raise a discussion about reducing 
the process fee for advertisement for sale. Previously the fee was twelve 
annas only but now Rs. 3 or Rs. 4-8 is being taken. The fee should be 
reduced to the former rate. 

I further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 under the head 
*7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion with a view to give many 
thousand acres of the uncultivated Government forest lands of Chakaria 
Sundarban and Ringvong and other forest lands in Chittagong, Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, Tippera and Noakhali, to the peasants for cultivation as the 
lands are worth cultivation, were previously cultivated and would have given 
a good outturn and thereby to assist the “Grow More Food” campaign and 
earn both Government revenue money and foodgrains. 

(71 motion ^ move I 

O0r?rf^ (A VOICE : (7Ft«nu ?) 

(71 (TT^ftiTT ^ nyg- Forest Department 

I ^ %T, (TTt 'srf?^fiT(75 ^ -5ft^ 

(71 "^tC^b'Tl I 

^srtfir ftfc^ i (tt^*^ 

f^(7f (TT^ftCH ^ ^ 

^ 

TT^^RI (7R Forest Department^ij^ 

TOf < 71 ^^ ^ 5 rf% ^ I 

seif's ( 7 R TTT?! 1511 I 

motion^^J^ 

I Sir Provash Mitter Sir B. L. 

Mitter revenue <71 

I Minister's <5 I ?^arf( 7 ( (?Kl 

<71 - 5 f; 5 < 171 '^ ^ I 

ffSriTT tpart^ ’m'f fr ^ ftroi ^ ^ 

n* 

jii’rt %ai'<3 I «tHRi »t%sr 

W’TRr W^n ^Itai ^(Rl process fee ^ I 

lire ^t<5^ (¥ SeW^ **lP( ^,—4 ^ 'sfliTM 

fnfi, OHO Jwi, 8\ trtn, siio *s ^ *rtT^ (jffr i 
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’JW ’War 5\ ttsfl 5tl<RI 'STrtt? ^RU5 T5 'St? ’ItV OK fet'TI rtTO <S\ feW 
process fee 'msftl ^ 5^V1 vm:^ | c? ^tft? C?5t?t?l <<|?f CT^ 

^ f^rs ’ttc? 'Ti, c? fa &t?fi proem fee t^a fV 'fftcatr 

fSfTtT '!twc‘?? sftyt? c5Rn — 

Mr. SPEAKER ; ’Itm, rpni CW ?rP otCf , '«rt*tf? iffll 

?fa stTpi 

Khan Bahadur Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY : Sir, <ntf? 'ft? 

??? 5t? I 

Mr. SPEAKER : 'ft? TO W?1 ft!:? ?1 I ft'lff ??? I 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Sir. T 1..); (o move that the 
demand of Rs. 34, 5], 000 under the head “7 — Taind Revenue” he reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the loo])lK)le in section 
168A of the Bengal Tenancy Act, winch provides attachment f)f body for 
realisation of decretal amount of rent. 

^ ^#^9 ^T^tr? xti 

^ SW*!! 01 ^ 'SRT ftlRl ^ C^<3! 

a or^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ (71 ^ body warrant ^ fV ^ | 

Bahadur Singh versus JFjrTft^'t OltT^ Mr. Justice Henderson 

G1 ^5t05 — 01 Bahadur Singh H^\ 

orre^ attachment of hody^ l^rmission 

<^toi ''5(^'>it'c^ (71 =Ti^t on^ f^Mtor 

ft3pt ^ ^ «rfii 

^ body warranti]^ 7to C'^OF C‘^^\Co I ^ ^KBll 

^iw. ^ ^ ^ ^ ftoi <fRlBl 

TOT onn TOIC^ I Judgementsf] ^ TOIC^ — 

Under section 51 (/^) of the Code of (’ivil Procedure the Court may 
order execution of the decree by attachment and sale of any property. This 
right is cut down by section 1G8A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. To say that 
other modes of execution, which are not referred to in the section, are also 
prohibited, one must read into it something which is not there. 

tprc5f to 1 (TI^TO 

WpWH m m-5TO^ ’<3 tpy ’TTO ^ TOT tfTO? ^ gtn I 

^ fV tpTItTO TOl ^ wft — 

15TO51 ^ Td‘7l’^tl5?‘tr¥ ?r^ I ^Ri (?T 

0)^ ^1^ ^Bn ^ ^ ^ tr.TO • 

Mr. Juetioe HendersOiM? judgmenttij? TO ’PJTBflRTO 

ir yf tft WJ TOl TO! 
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^ ^ ^ jtIiT ^ Ordinance ^ ^ 

irm? ^ Sc*pfT ^TPrri w% ^ ^ v£i^^ 

Civil Procedure Codeijii 168A iff^ n*C*!t^ I 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Mr. Speaker, Sir, men may come and 
men may go but Maharajas will go on for ever 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know, Sir, how long you will 
take to decide about the arrangement of speakers for we have to arrange 
our speakers Y Otherwise I hnd that contrary to our arrangements you 
are allowing other 8 ])eaker 8 to speak. 

Mf« 8PEAKERS Dr. Sanyal, kindly resume your seat. I have arranged 
that all the Whips will meet me in my Chamber at 5 p.m., and it is only 
five or seven minutes to five. You can wait for these seven minutes, and 
in the meantime I hope you will not disturb the proceedings of the House 
in this way. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I must tell you, Sir, I did not want to 
disturb the proceedings of the House even though you have been pleased to 
make a remark like that. 

Mft 8PEAKER: All right. If that has offended you I withdraw the 
expression and substitute any expression that may be agreeable to you. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Thank you, vSir. Please do not use 
such words in future. 

Mf« AHMED ALI MRIDHAs As 1 was saying, Sir, Maharaja Sris- 
chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, will go on for ever. He can probably 
suffer people die in large numbers, but he requires speedy realisation of 
rents. Even when there is famine in the country, there are 40 many cases of 
starvation and when people are dying as a result thereof by lakhs and lakhs, 
the Maharaja must have his rent speedily realised. But, Sir, these are 
the occasions when probably a Maharaja wdth a charitably-disposed mind 
should come forward with a speedy proposal for remission of rents. But 
that was never thought of by him. It is unfortunate that the Maharaja 
now comes forward with a proposal for speedy realisation of rents and for 
a legislation for that purpose. Speedy realisation should mean on the other 
side speedy remission when occasion requires it: remission must be there 
otherwise speedy realisation cannot be ensured. It is not today only, Sir, 
it is for ages — we may call it, for centuries also— that they are reaping the 
benefit of a legislation which was thrust upon Bengal by the then Adminis- 
tration in 1793, and that was probably the most unfortunate day for Bengal 
when the Permanent Settlement came into existence in Bengal to control 
and govern the tenantry interest. At that time we got one class of people 
who started eating into the very vitals of the people. The people were 
left to their mercy. The Adiminstration did not look, at all to the interest 
of the people. Those days ore now long past. Developments have come 
from time to time and ultimately many struggles have led to create certain 
rights in favour of the tenants. But today also they are in such a mess 
that they can ill-afford to withstand the oppression of the landlords. Every- 
body knows how» the tetants are mercilessly dealt with by the landlords in 
'nlli^ areas ; everybody knows how rents are realised by landlords. £vea 
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wlien the tenant is oppressed, it is not possible sometimes for him to 
institute any case against the landlord. That is the situation. Sir, every- 
body knows that land revenue yields only Rs. 2,28 lakhs to the Government. 
Whereas, on the other hand, the tenants are paying to the zemindars as 
rent to the extent of about Rs. 18 crores. AVhere does the balance goP 
Does it go to the benefit of the State? Surely not. Does it g(» to benefit 
of the tenants? Surely not. The tenants are toiling day in and day out: 
sometimes they get good crop, sometimes they do not on account of 
inclemency of weather and other causes. Rut when they do not get good 
crops, is there any chance of any remission of their rents? No; no remis- 
sion, no mercy. They are left entirely to the mercy of those people who 
realise 18 crores of rupees from them of which the public exchequer gets 
only 2,28 lakhs of ru})ees. I’liat being the pt^sition, Sir, can we conceive 
of any system by which a speedier collection of r<‘nts may be made at a time 
when famine is there, pestilence is there, starYuti(»n is there, and death from 
starvation is there? Therefcn-e 1 would suggest that Government should 
take steps to abolish the Permanent Settlement. The State will then 
acquire responsibility in the matter of c(»llection of |•('nts, so that there 
may be remissions in really deserving (‘ases als(». Rut the Maharajah will 
have speedier collection just now and such are the people who adorn the 
opposition benches ! 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjourmnent.) 

Mr. $HAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI :~Mr. Speaker. Sir, 

TOPFfS ^ ^ I b 

1 ^ 

ft: 

I ^ CTTP '3 '5 ’JtWT 

^rtcc#^ ^ ^srft^ 3n:*rT ^ OT ^ wft^rlt ^ 

^ I ^ft'f 

fNtft ^ cf ^ ^vfi, fwft, ft^ft, 

^ TOl ^ right 

^ ^ I ^ 

^ ^ ^ Ofp 5Tt<fT 

^ fra rni ft'dir ftai 

I vr ^ ’g rt^CTT JI^TtroT ^T^Ttc^ wi 

«r¥ «r¥ bftRii i 

I "*^1^ ^ ^ ^Bfft*tRr ^ ftc«fr*r’j 

^ ?fti^ ScHfC-tj, 

CJ'FJ ^ ^ ftGl b* '8 bb 

’jibs 1 ^ tfWtC^ SCb^'f ^ Wl 
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^ ^ ^ ^if% 5 T wt? «rj ^siot ^r*ff% ir ^ 

5 ^ - TfFtft 'Q 

^Ttc^ c^T^TtPrcs ^ i ^ c’^cr 

wfm ?fWT(Tf^ TOP f^cw^ TOfff^ 5tft«! I 

^[^TtC^ V ’3 ^ :> TC?f wft*?tir 'S 

Trf^ftS tpertr^ i <4 f^roi 

^aftft Revenue Minister, Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjeac^ ( 7 [ ^seft^ ^ff^lfir 

^ I '3rf%c=o 3^1%? 

^ 2 #?:^T<T ir '3 bt) <ft^ irr^i h 3 bb 

?ff?Rn tptc*f^ ^RU$ I ^7tbt^5 ^ 15X^, 

-rtcs fjTfr^ c^ I wl^mft ^fvit^ ^ 

^ c?»f3nr tof 5^ — 'srfirftft w=tt 

4 ^* *^ 1 ^ ^<J,^ Sessioniij ^ ?r^ ^ ?? 

^ cm C5^ cvfi^ jtfe ftc^ 

^ ^ I c^tt^ ^srtr^ ^ 

^ 5 rtr^ ^srPrtm ^F ^ cr^ c^ 'srfiriift 

Ki 753 f^ =Tt:^ cwpr ’ppttft vfj^: ^* 5 !t?r 5 ^^Y- 

f%5 71^ ^ I ffr?^ 1^ '3 ^ ^ I ^ ^ 

’HRT srfwft tfvfl Sci 5 ^r*^ ^mi ^RfFT W '®ltft pftft ^PTt ^C ^ 1 
^ ^Sftf^ ^T 3 

Tf?r^ (TP ^ (THR <ii?t^<?» ^srl^Rtlt 5 rwp ^ 

tptT? 'aftJTR (TPR '^rfcf ^3 cm ’T’rft^ ^ Tftt I tn^ cq^ 
^arWl fe# Ministry (Tf^fcTR | f^ff^, Progressive 

Ministry ^Tffir I 57 F Ministry^ C^rf%f^ ^ % 

Sir Bijoy Prosad^iT f%fir % 5 R VQ ^isfR 

m^Z-^ ZCnV^^ fr. tppvRIvf 5TRt1% f%pT fV ^ ^Tf% ^ I ^ ^<- 

(TPC^ TO Wt TOC^H f%f^ landholder ^ 

^fwR ?} 1 %f^, f%f% ^^ 5 pr 3 ^ 5 t^ fro '3 tR^ 

f^RPT^ ^ITC^ ^ I trf%t%ft — 

Mr. SPEAKER; Your time is up. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Sir, while rising to oppose aU 
the cut motions tliat luive been moved by my friends on the side opposite, 

I take this opportunity to place two of my grievances and draw the atten- 
tion of the Hnn’hle Minister in charge with regard to them. 

Sir, the first is with regard to the Court of Wards. I do not support 
the policy of the Government to take up the estates of disqualified proprietors 
who themselves cannot manage their ejitates. Tliat policy is bad and 
Government will do well hereafter not to take up any estate of disqualified 
proprietors. But when the policy is there, my grievance on that score is 
this that the appointments in the Court of Wards are not made on the 
eommunal ratio basis. I specially invite the attention of the Hon’bla 
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Hiniater in charge to look*to this point and to look to the interests of the 
Muslims and the Scheduled Castes and see that so far as appointments in 
the Court of Wards Estates are coiuerned, they are made strictly in accord- 
ance with the communal ratio. 

Sir, the second point that I should like to deal with is the Non-Agri- 
cultural Tenancy Bill. This Assembly for a long time past has been crying 
hoarse over this matter and there were proposals to frame a Bill and send 
it to the Select Committee for consideration. Up till now, no action in this 
direction has been taken by any of the Ministries that have passed. Now, 
I request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take courage in both hands and 
come forward with a Bill as soon as possible so that the grievances of the 
people may be redressed in no time. 

Sir, these are the only two points 1 liked to deal with. 

Mr. il. A. POWELL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I welcome the opportunity 
afforded by the cut motion of my honourable friend Maharaja Srischandra 
Nandy, of (\)ssirabazar, b) make a few’^ remarks on the subject of realisation 
of rents by landlords in this province. 

There are as we all know many unde.sirable features in tht‘ land tenure 
system of Bengal. Drastic measures of reform are called tor to correct the 
many complexities, some of which have their origin in the Permanent 
Settlement: but 1 know of no direction in which reform is more urgently 
needed than in the legal machinery to which the landlord has to resort in 
recovering rents from his tenant. Nobody wants, myself least of all, t(^ see 
landlords given chances to oppress their tenants, to seize their crops or 
employ harsh methods to extort mr>ney from them which they (*anuot pay. 
What T 8ugg(^t is simplification and speeding up of legal pnx’edure, and 
this, I maintain, would be in tin* best interest of landlord and tenant alike. 

Smaller intermediate ten\ire-h(dders are often placed in n difficult 
position as a result of the delay in realising their rents. They may have 
above them a zemindar who has the benefit of summary j)rocedure in reali- 
sation, so they have to pay on the nail on the appointed day. Tf their 
margin of profit is large they do not Tieed any sympathy on that account; 
but sometimes their profit is small and is swall(»wed up in litigation costs 
in trying to recover what is legally their due. They cannot afford to have 
three or four years’ rent outstanding. But to cut down litigation costs, 
which would otherwise be colossal they wait, hoping for payment, until 
the full period of limitation has passed. When they are tlnis driven to 
court, two or three years more may elapse before they can bring the holding 
to sale and realise their dues. 

From the point of view of the cultivating raiunt it is, in my opinion, 
just as much to his benefit to have a more summary settlement of his 
accounts each year a.s it is to the landlords. Tn times of scarcity and distress, 
like this terrible year of famine through which this unhappy province has just 
passed, thousands of families have been unable to provide for themselves the 
barest sustenance, let alone pay rents. My point with regard to that is, let that 
position he cleared up straightaway. Where remission is to be granted, let 
it be done, wholly or partially, at once. Tf something is to be left unpaid 
till the next year, let that he settled. To shelve the matter and let interest 
fLCcnmulate is not the way to tackle the situation. 



DEMAND FOB (^EANTS. 


[20th Hasgh, 

It must be admitted that, while economic iiardship causes tenants in 
many cases to fall into arrears there are many others who, naturally 
improvident, put o£F the evil day year after year. Such a tenant ignores 
the suit filed against him by his landlord— he knows there is plenty of time, 
but eventually the day of reckoning comes and he wakes up to find ruin 
staring him in the face. To prevent his land from passing into the hands 
of others he has to pay a sum which, with the addition of law costs and 
interest, has amounted to something very considerable. To raise this, he 
has to get into debt, and the whole miserable business starts again. The 
time comes eventually when he can rescue himself no longer, his land passes 
to strangers, and he joins the everswelling ranks of landless labourers. 

These things, Sir, should not be allowed to happen. Introduce a speedy 
and fair procedure, and much distress will be avoided. If there is any 
question of remission, let it be settled in the same year: start every year 
with a clean sheet, at any rate as far as is humanly possible. 

I am convinced that4)y suitable legislation to achieve these ends, the best 
interests of the people, both landlords and tenants, will be served. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR; Mr. Speaker, Sir, some specific 
motion 18 standing in my name, namely, motion No. 28, but I am not going 
to move it. I shall only make some formal obseiwations. 

Sir, now-a-days many of the people of different communities have 
taken tn fishing as their occupation. But, Sir, T am not concerned with 
them. T mean those hona fide, fishermen who have been pursuing fishing 
tcT subsistence from time immemorial and generation after generation. 
They are nearly nine lakhs of people in this province. They have been 
sxncerely pursuing the occupation but they hove not been able to make any 
improvement of their condition. These were the people who were the worst 
sufferers during fhe last food crisis. If the Government would have set 
up an enquiry, they might have seen that it is the fishermen amongst whom 
the death rate from starvation was mmdi higher than that in other classes. 
Many of their familie.s have quitted their paternal residence to some other 
places outside the province in search of their food. Government organised 
relief in various forms to mitigate the sufferings of the mass, no doubt but 
iheBe classes, I mean the fi.shermen. derived little benefit out of them. ' The 
Government distributed agricultural loans but as they have no lands no 
such loans were given to them. They started test relief works but as they 
have no other training save and except that of catching fish they cxmld 
have no help then. They organised free kitchens and distributed gratuitous 
loans but they had little relief there partly due to want of proper repre- 
sentation of their cause to the authority and partly to the meagreness of 
the help to the widespread scarcity in the province. It is an admitted fact 
on all hands having a little knowledge about rural area that the miseries 
of these people rose to the climax. They have in many cases sold away 
their houses and in most cases their utensils to keep their body and soul 
together. 

These fishermen are in immediate need of help in cash as well as in 
kind to restore them to their former position. We are jrlad to learn that 
the Government have already taken a move in that direction in the district 
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of Pabna. They have supplied thread worth Rs. 16,000. But from a talk 
with the officers concerned there I come to understand that there is more 
demand. At least six times more help is necessary to meet their needs. 
In this situation I request the Government to arrange without delay help 
according to their needs. 

Sir, during the last crisis mass people suffered more or less but the 
fishermen suffered most. There are some rasons behind it. It is true that 
Government from time to time made attempts for the revival of the fish 
industry in the province and accordingly appointed experts from time to 
time to study the fish problem and fishery situation, but, Sir, we find no 
indication on the part of Government at any time to emjuire into the social 
as well as economic position of the poor fishermen. 

The fishermen lead a very wrebhed life in the society. They have Ihhmi 
conducting this business from time immemorial but they have been getting 
poorer and poorer, whereas the middlemen are getting richer and richer. 
They have also got a peculiar position with regard to their fishery where 
they fish from generation to generation, h^ishery is their onU property 
upon which they are to entirely depend for their livelihood. Fnfortunately 
they have not been able to secure any tangible right therein. Their right 
is very shaky and everchanging at the whims of the zemindars. 1 would, 
therefore, reque‘^t Government to come Ibward with a Bill safeguarding the 
rights and interests of these fishermen. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK : Revenue 

Minister ^1 Wifi ^cTI (7rC3 I 

^ ^ certificate ^vf] 

C5h W I ^ 1^71 Rovenue 

Minister i?f4l Wl ■Jp 5 

remission fw ^1 ’fT^'S 

5Ct>^ I Contai Tamluk subdivision^ relief 

(Tf’STil ^ ^ CF&l TTO w? 

I c^rfr 

7X5^ FTsT T'TO I ^rifl 

3rrt*t1i -fl ’TTOi il&l Revenue Boardij^ I 

rebefii^ Assistant Collector 

I "tlWT^ >0 (TFTff W?t?l 'TOT 

W CT^T I TWX^? WS TtXTfP-fpXTR all 

gone in vain, ^ TtX^ CTtX? 

«f ^ftw (Ttx's f^’XTT fr ^ I ^ ^ dtxiR i ^t x^ i xof 

I Revenue DepartmentXT ©fro CW'QIll TtXT^ 

TO ^tX^ f 

^ C^TfCT ^ I 5TIF51 CTO 1%T TtTO I TtW C?\5lX4 

?rBrt*stc*Br w c?tx^ tsi fror | 

19 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the immediate necessity of 
amending certain sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act. My friend, 
Mr. Bokainagari, while moving his cut motion made a passing reference to 
the condition of the tenants of my district, specially in the Pargana Sarail. 
The zemindar, who is an absentee landlord, has been instituting a large 
number of cases under secdion 155 of the Bengal Tenancy Act for ejectment 
of tenant^ on the ground that “they have used the land in a manner which 
renders it unfit for the purposes of the tenancy”. If a tenant digs a tank 
in the holding, the zemindar at once goes to the court and takes the help 
of section 156 on the ground that his tenant has rendered the land “unfit 
for the purposes of the tenancy”. 

The necessity of amending section 2H of the Bengal Tenancy Act was 
brought home previously by me and I again press the necessity of 
immediately amending that section which is a misfit. Originally the right 
of occupancy was not a property in the legal sense ot the term. Now it 
has been made property. It is now transferable though originally it was 
not transferable. As it is transferable, the tenant should be allowed to 
use the land in any manner he likes. There is no longer any need for any 
wording like this. Thus, it will be seen that there is an immediate neces- 
sity of amending section of the Bengal Tenanc\ Act. 

There is another section which also needs immediate amendment and 
that is section 2(i(]r of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 1 do not know jf the 
Hon’ble Minister is aware of a recamt ruling of the Hon ’hie High Court. 
As regards section the intention ot the Jjegislalure was clear. When 
this section was introduced in the Bengal Tenancy Act the intention was 
that all forms of mortgage in which possession has been delivered to the 
mortgagee “shall be deemed to have been extinguished after tlie expiry of 
15 years”. Kecentiy Mr. Justice Koxburgh on account of an unhappy 
expression in sub-.sectiou (J) of section has held that this section is not 
applicable to all mortgages. The remedy (d such persons is to institute a 
suit. They cannot avail under section of the Act. Theretore, I draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this ruling reported in the 
“Calcutta Weekly Notes, Volume, XliVlI’*. 1 wish that the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Itevenue Department reads that ruling and amends 
section 2GG in order to make the intention of the Legislature clear. 

1 also w’ish to refer to the immediate necessity of amending another 
section, 1 mean seetion 147 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Under sub-section 
(.5^) of section 147, a landlord is entitled to bring a suit lor a portion of the 
arrears of rent in respect of a holding. 1 think, Sir, that the landlord should 
also be authorised to institute a suit for a portion of the arrears in respect 
of a tenure. 

With these few words, I draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister fo 
the immediate necessity of amending the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM ; ’ToMRs Jltm RhS 

C5>i I ’Ttfsi ’rfj? Jrtar ir ^ i b- ’rtn i 
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POINT OF ORDER. 


^ (TTDS (Mr. Abdul Wahbd : 

(TT tr^ Sfa (?MH (m^ ^ ^ f% 

%T — (TfN^I ^(7r%^ ^U 'Q'f (TfVSTH 15T7T 1 o3^| favouTi) 

^{1 favour^ f<C<t>*() I Land Revenue Commissionijij (TIi^- 

^14 ^ :)0 I ^^f?l f^C?) fu^ ^iR 

(7f(d?lt^ f% tpsrt^ favour^ ? — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr. Speukn, Sir, 

Point of Order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: May 1 rise to a point of order, SirP 
I should like to seek your ruling on the point that if two members have 
paired and one of them otTUpies the (’hair of the House after such pairing 
and if in case there is a (ie, would the (’hair be allowed to throw the casting 
vote on either side? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddi(|i, as a matter 
of fact it is a very exceptional cinuimstance to which you have referred 
and I was going out in connecdion with the Jieaders’ (’onference in the 
Speaker'.s (’hambei Hut you kii(»\\ that it is ver\ unlikely that there will 
be an tfccasion for exercising the casting Note. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Is it alloNNerl under the rules of 
the AssemblN lor a nieiiila*!' nnIio has pain'd to occujiy the (’hair? I do nm 
know what the circumstances were Is this (‘orrect or proper? Sir, J do 
know if there is a jianel ol (.Uiairmen but il theie is, should not one of th<‘ 
members of that panel be asked to come and occupy the (Uiaii ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sii, Mr. AImIui Rahman Siddiiji has 
been in the habit of rising on points ot order which are mostly silly and 
without ground. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, ])r. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: M e want to speak on this jioint of order. 
Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The point of order raised by Mr. Siddiqi is 
no point of order and I have not given any decision on it because it requires 
no decision. Therefore, you need not speak on it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir— 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope by so doing you will not abuse that 
particular section which allows you to raise a point ol order for it is no 
use rising on a point of order if there is no point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut if any member abuses anothf*r 
member the lattef has the right to reply to him. 

My point of order is this. We had been allotted certain time for 
speakers on this side of the House and we were surprised to find tfiat 
peremptorily with that order came the order that we would not be allowed 
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more than five minutes each to apeak. But now, in the absence of any other 
gpeaker, evidently you are railing upon the Hon’ble Minister to conclude 
the debate on ‘^Land Revenue”. We have' only one hour allotted for the 
next demand and we shall go on till 7-30 today. That means that we shall 
still have half an hour left without any business. We should therefore like 
to know why is it that you are so merciless to members that you are not 
allowing them to speak tonight even though >ou have enough time at your 
disposal. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In my opinion this is also not a point of 
order. I was under the impression that it was all due to an agreement. 
I have got the order paper before me and I have also received instructions 
from Mr, Speaker in which I have got all the names. 

7 — Land Rovenue. 

Mr. ABDUL WANED: Sir, i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, Mr. Alxlul VVahed Bokainugaii 
wants to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as I reniemher lie moved the motion 
standing in the name of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed and has already spoken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has moved the motion hut he wants 
to speak generally now\ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He (annot speak twice on the same subject. 
There is now only seven minutes left and 1 ask the Hon’hle Mr. Tarak Nath 
Mukerjeu to reply h) the debate. 

Tlie Hon’bM Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, since you have been pletised to give me seven minutes I jiropose to be vers' 
brief. The demand of Rs. 34,51,0(K) for expenditure under the head “7— 
Land Revenue” w’hich is expected to yiidd an income of IL. 3,79. 45, (KK) 
may be said to be quite fair and modest, because the total ex])enditure does 
not come up to 10 per cent, of the total receipt. 

As regards motion No. 10 which stands in the name of Mr. Asimuddin 
Ahmed and which was moved by my friend, Mr. Abdul Wahed Bokainagari, 
in reply to his criticism. Sir, 1 submit that the present Government is doing 
its best to give effect to the recommendations of the Lan'd Revenue Commis- 
sion. As is well known, ol the principal recommendations of the I/and 
Revenue Commission the first and foremost is the provision for agricultural 
income-tax. The jiresent Government Iuin alreadx taken steps as regards 
that and the Bill is now before the House. As regards the othm- recom- 
mendations the present Government is most anxious and is carefullv 
considering those re(‘ommendations and I can assure the House that at€p.s 
will be taken as soon as possible. As regards reduction of rents of tenants 
bard hit by the last famine. 1 submit that the present Government has done 
much more than giving mere relief in the matter of famine and in due 
course when the question of famine relief will come up I shall place before 
the Eous« iu all its details what the present Government has done to give 
relief vo the For the present I may inform the House that the report 
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of the Rent Reduction Committee is expected to be received by Govern- 
ment very soon and as soon as that report is received Government will care- 
fully consider it. Rep:arding the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill 
temporary provision has already been made and the penuaneut Bill for 
iioii-agricultural tenunr\ has already been gazetted and Governmeiit is con- 
sulting the leaders of different parties now and hopes to bring this up before 
the House during tlie (iirient session ol the Asseinblx and refer it to a 
Select Committee so that the Bill may be passed in the next session. 

Regarding cut motion No. 17 moved by Maharaja ot Cossimbuzar, 1 can 
tell him that Government also realise the difficulties of landlords in the 
matter of realisation of rents. The Land Revenue Commission also found 
that the present procedure for the realisation of rent is cumbrous, dilatory, 
expensive and harassing both to the landlord and to the tenant and recom- 
mended a summary procedure for the realisation of rent by a Special 
Revenue Court. That matter is under consideration of Government. 

Then, Sir, as regards the motion of Dr. Saiiyal, I may tell the House 
that a Cabinet Sub-Committee (‘(uisisting of seven Ministers has been formed 
which sat from day to day and ha.s already drawn up a comprehensive 
scheme for rehabilitation. And Governmenl ex})e(‘f to announce their 
recommendations after the approval of the (-abinet at a very early date and 
puf the recommendations into actual operation very soon. By the rehabi- 
litation sebenie (toverninent ]>ropose to introduce improvements in the 
matter of agriculture, in the matter of indu.strial develojmieiit, in the matttu’ 
of improvement, encouragement and restoration of cottage industries, and 
also to start work-hou.ses and give medical relief and introduce imi>rovement« 
in public health works, and also improvements in irrigation vsehemes and 
the “Grow More Food” campaign. For these a very large anjount of money 
will he spent and today 1 am not in a position to announce in the House the 
scheme in all its details, but I do hopie it will be possible for the Govern- 
ment to announce the rehabilitation scheme at a very (*urly date and 
probably within the course of this month. (J)r. Nalinaksiia Sanyal: 
Thank you.) 

As regards the motion ot Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal regarding the 
stringent measures about the certificate jirocedure in khas mahals, I would 
only submit that the necessity tor proper collection of iiublic demand cannot 
be overemphasized for smooth and efficient administration. No stringent 
measure has, in fact, been adopted anywhere. 

Sir, as regards the allegations made by iny friend Dr. (fobinda Chandra 
Bhawmik, I would only say that these are wild allegations. When this 
distinguished member told me about these, I asked him to let me have a 
few specific instances and I assured him that if ho could give any specific 
instance, Government would take immediate and prompt steps to remedy 
that. 

Sir, I may announce in thi.s House that Government have long before 
announced that, to give relief to the tenants in the cyclone-affected areas 
and to save them from payment of rent, under the provisions of the Tauai 
Manual, Government is encouraging landlords Ut get remission of the entire 
revenue, provided they give an entire remission of rent to tenants in those 
affected areas. Many landlords have already taken advantage of tkii and 
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thereby the tenants in those areas have been completely exempted in the 
matter of payment of rent. (Mr. Surj-jnhka Nath Biswas; How many 
zemindars have taken advanta^^e of it?) It is rather diffif ult for me to tell 
the House how many zemindars have taken advanta^^’e of that, but I may 
fell you that many zemindars have and any zemindar who has applied for 
it has been pfranted such concession. (Mr. Sasanka SfiKiiAK Sanyal: Why 
not issue a Press Note?) That has ]>een issued twice and if the House so 
wants, T will issue a press statement gdviufi: all details. 

Sir, certificate j>roc(‘dure has been granted n(»f <o any ])rivate landlord, not 
even to the (Viurl of Wards, but oiily in the matter of reali.salion of Govern- 
ment’s own revenue in the khas mahal and that also as an experimental 
measure. Specific instructicms have been issued io officers concerned that 
n(» hard or <*oercive measure should be adopted and tlic\ should see that no 
undue hardship is caused to any tenant. But I may tell you that tfie 
certificate procedure is in a sense bethn- than th(‘ (U’dinary procedure, because 
that is less harassing'’ and less expensive both for the Government as well as 
for the tenants. If the rent is realised by the certificat(' procedure, the 
tejiant is practi<‘ally exempted from paying’ any litijration ex])enses. So, 
Sir, the certificate procedure is intended not merely for (jiiick realisation of 
public demand but because that involv<‘s as little cost as ])ossihle both to the 
debtor as well as to Government. The Land Pevimiie Commission alsf> 
observed that the unpo])ulurity of certificate p]<)cedur(‘ in the mattej’ of 
realisation of rent has not been so much due t(> any inherent defects in the 
system as to the fact that it has not always beei> properly administered and 
Government has taken special steps here to se(‘ tliat it is properly adminis- 
tered. So, as I have already said, this certificate procedure has been 
introduced only in the khas mahal. 

Sir, coming? to the cut motion of my honourable friend Bai Bahadui' 
.Tofr«wh Chandra Sen, T w'ould only submit that ii may be that in certain 
(‘ases it may have caused ^rreat hardshij) to the joiedon^ and to the 
proprietors of temporarily-settled estates in the Sunderbans for the simple 
reiLson that according* to the orip^inal rule the leases were renew’ed in the 
scale that the maximum revenue has g^ot to be paid, say, .‘15 per cent, of the 
g^ross assets of three-fourths of the total area, but subsefjuently this rule was 
modified and the proprietor of a temporarily-settled estate under the new 
rule is required to pay a revenue which is not more than 6.5 per cent, of the 
g-ross assets of the three-fourths of the area of the estate. Thus, Sir, it is 
<Hiite natural that the revenue has been increased as compared with the 
proportion of revenue paid in an ordinary estate. This again 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I was told that I 
would be given 20 minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time was 7 minutes but I have given 
you 12 minutes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I have only 
two minutes more? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 
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The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In certain c^ses there 
may have been undue hardship, but if those cases arc broujfht to the notice 
of Government, they will (‘ertainly .see their way to consider those cases 
where there has been any undue hardship. 

As regards tlie motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed (^howdhury, 
1 would only say that the report of the Forest Enijuiry (a)imnittee is now 
being carefull> considered by the Forest Department and 1 understand that 
necessary steps will be taken at a very early date. 

Lastly as regards tlie motion of my friend Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta, 
I may say that section KiHA was originally intended to the elfeet that lands 
for which rents are in arrears can (*nly be attached in execution of a decree, 
but under the ruling of the High Court it has been changed and a private 
member has already introduced a Bill to remedy this defe(‘t. Government 
have also carefully considered this and other defects in the section so that 
it may be possible to remedy these at a very early date. 

Sir, with these words T oppo>(‘ all the cut motions. 

The moti(m of Maulvi Abdul AVahed that the demand of Rs. .‘14,51,000 
for expenditure under the head *‘7— f.aml Revenue” he reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazur, that the 
demand of Rs. d4, 51,00(1 tor expenditure under the head ”7 — Tiand 
Revenue” be reduced 1)\ Rs 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. .‘14,51,000 
for expendituie under tin* hea<l ”7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
‘14,51,000 foi- expenditun* under the head ”7- Laml Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs lOfl was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur .fogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs .‘14,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — laind Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The three motions of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that 
the demand of Rs. .‘54,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — Lund 
Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 were then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. .‘14,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — f^and Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lo.st. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Rs. .‘14,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”7 — I/and 
Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 

‘ 22— Interest on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”22 — Intereet on Debt 
and Other Obligations”. 
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Mft PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
befjf to move that the demand of Rs. 5,000 foi expenditure under the head 
** 22 — Interest on Debt and Other Obligations” be redueed by Rs. 100. I 
move this to raise a discussion about the policy and the procedure underlying 
the issue of Treasury Bills, the cash eiedit advances from the Imperial 
Bank, the loans taken from the (Vntral (Toveminent and the obligations ot 
the province in view of the improper ai>i)lication of tli(‘ proceeds ot the same. 

Sir, I have managed to secure five minutes of the valuable time of this 
House and I have to deal with an item of (udy Rs. 57,05,00,000. Therefore 
my minute is valued, according to the judgment which is unchallengeable 
of the Chair, at about Rs. 12 crores. Therefore, Sir, I was just considering 
whether I who do not like to hear my voice should be sad or glad. In any 
event, I would like to put some quest ions to the Honlile the Finance 
Minister. 

The ways and means advance usually taken from the Reserve Bank in 
order to maintain the stipulated minimum balance is Rs. 25 lakhs with the 
Bank. We have been told that the ways and means advances now total 
Rs. 2,?lO,00,rKK), and these advances are ordinarily payable w'ithin a week 
or ten days. This year, Sir, and the last year under review, we had Treasury 
Bills to the extent of Rs. 20 crores only and my honourable friend has made 
an estimate — he deals with lakhs and crores of ru])(*es, 1 do not know how 
many hundreds of crores — he estimates that a further sum of Rs. 12 crores 
by way of Treasury Bills will be necessary befoii* the close of the current 
year. He obviously refers, T suppose, to tin* year that is coming, that is to 
say, from that auspicmus date the 1st April, 1044 to the 31st March, 1*045. 
If that is so, then will these advances be ordinarily payable within the time 
albitted or not? This year, in the Disbursement List, T find that wa* have a 
balance of Rs. fU crores and in the budget figure 1 find that my honourable 
fiiend is expecting a carry-(iver of Rs. 15A crores from the curr(‘nt year If 
my addition is not wnmg then Rs. 15A crores will be added to the 
balance of Rs. ‘U crores. Then my honourable friend has taken into 
account the cash credit advance from tin* lmj>erial Bank of India. In 
accordance with his principles which are none, he has totalled the advances 
in two years and not in the period of one year, which is the customary 
period for the purpose of presenting budget estimates. My honourable 
friend might have as well taken into account futurity for the next five years. 
While the total estimate for the two years is Rs. 39.20,00,000, and in 
1944-45 my honourable friend proposes to repay a small sum of Rs. 25 crores, 
my honourable friend’s expectations are very optimistic. 

With reference to this small amount of Rs 25 crores, my honourable 
friend dealt with the Aus Purchase Scheme in 1943-44 and the Ainan 
Purchase Scheme and its allies the food control operations. My honourable 
friend in his last budget speech referred to the purchase of 65 lakh maunds 
— we do not know yet whether paddy or rice— and for that purpose he was 
supposed to have taken advance to the extent of Rs. 16 (Tores from the 
Imperial Bank of India. That statement of his is belied by his statement 
on page 84 of the Red Book this year. The actual advance, T find, was 
Rs, 2,21,00,000 and therefore that accounts for the breakdown of the Aman 
Purchase Scheme and that also accounts for the prevalence of famine condi- 
tiems in this province between the months of September, October, November 
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and December, 1943-44. This year, Sir, the Aman Purchaee Scheme has 
cost or will cost the Government Rs. 2b crores. I would like to ask the 
Hon’ble Minister whether the Aman Purchase Scheme is in operation; if 
not, when it will be put into operation, and, thirdly, if it is put into opera- 
tion what would be its relationship with the rationing scheme introduced 
in Calcutta and Greater Calcutta and the rationing scheme which is pn>posed 
to be introdu<‘e(l by the Government of Bengal in rural areas and in urban 
areas covered by rural areas'^ 

Sir, with regard to the advam e in respect of (Uvil Defence exi)enditure, 
I find that the Hon’ble Finaiue Minister asked for an advance of 
Rs. 9| crores from the Centre. Apparently, not more than Rs. 3 crores 
was available. AVell, I should like to know why was this paucity in the 
funds at the Centre. The Hon'ble Sir Jeremy Raisman was very eulogistic 
towards the Bengal Ministry when he stated at the Centre that the finances 
of Bengal were not in a hopeless condition. The patient is asking for 
breath and has not yet (•olla])sed and gone to the other world. 

It appears that with this sum of Rs. t\ crores and the ways and means 
advance of Rs. 2.1 < rores in 1942-43 we are facenl with a small balance of 
Rs. 5^ crores. The advances this time carry intere.st at 2 per cent. WhyP 

1 find from the Red Book, page 85, that the rato of interest on the 18th 
.lune, 1943, was U per cent. From the 10th July to 2l8t October, 1943, it 
was 1 1/8 ])er cent, and why has this rate of interest suddenly gone up to 

2 per ((Mit.P Is it because of the .solvency of our treasury, the financial 

credit of the ijrovince in the open market or the prodigality of our Hon’ble 
Finance MinisterP 3’hen, Sir, at fiage 84 we have not been bdd anything 
as to whether or n()t cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank of India 
to the extent of 25 crores bear any interest. If not are these advancos 
interest freeP It the advames are interest free, then no (juestion arises. If 
not intere.st tree, 1 should like to ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister what 
would be the rale of interest payable on the ca.sh credit advance of Its. 25 
crores and whenP * 

My honourable friend’s resolution is wonderful. He has moved that a 
sum of Rs. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘22 — Interest 
on Debt and Other Obligations”. This may have led, T will not .say mi.sled 
because in that case T shall be discourteous to the Chair, this may have 
misled the Hon’ble Speaker to fix five minutes for discuvssion on this 
important item. It js not a question of Rs. 5,000 at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Five minutes’ time is not fixed in this 
matter. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: I am glad that it is not m in 

this matter. 

It is not ^ que.stion of Rs. 5,000 at all. It deals with lakhs and crores 
of rupees and on this account the Civil Supplies Department showed in 
another plat;e a small deficit of Rs. 5 crores and a half for the present year, 
and I am confident that this deficit will double up in the next year with- 
out alleviating the miseries of the f>eople of this province. 

8ir, I have finished within the time allotted. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no. You can take any length of time 
We have «:ot one hour at our disposal. 

Mr* PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEs I am very grateful to you 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, but T do not think any useful purpose will be server 
by my prolonging the agonies of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. He ma^ 
eh(M)se to give a reply or he may not. I shall resume my seat. Thank yov 
very much, Sir, for the kindiiesH .shown to me. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the <leinand of Rs. .'i.(KK) under the head “22 — Interest on Debt 
and other Obligations” be reduced by E«. 100, to raise a dicsussion about 
the wasteful and hurdensome metlmds adopted in raising funds for rice 
and wheat i)ur(^hase schemes. 

Sir, a .study of the red book (pages 84 and 85) will show the various 
methods by which the Government of Bengal have been obtaining money 
for various purposes apart from the revenues. We have two broad heads 
one under “Floating Debt” and the other under “Uans from Centrai 
Government”. Under “Floating Debt” we have wavs and means advan.es 
and treasury bills. These are the two normal heads that we are acquainteil 
with and a third head has been recently added, viz., “Cash credit advances 
from the Imperial Bank of India”. As the previous s,.eaker has already 
explained, there is under this head a t.rovision of about Rs. 20 crores in the 
coming year, to be more definite, there was a provision of Rs. 20,21 lakhs 
in the current year and a provision of Rs. 19 crores next year, the total 
being Rs. •!9,21 lakhs. This is one of the items which 1 want to invite 
your attention to and 1 beg to suggest that it has been wasteful and this 
method has been burdensome to the province of Bengal. On i.age 8-5 we 
have bums from Central Government scheduled and stated under this head 
in two items, rice purchase loan anil wheat purchase loan which account 
for Rs. 5, .50 lakhs in the current year for rice purchase and Rs. ],.50 lakhs 
for wheat purchase. That is all that we have for these two items! It has 
beert stated that the Government of India advances would ciury an interest 
of 2 per cent. We do not know what rate of interest has been settled for 
the Imperial Bank of India’s cash credit advances. It is not shown. That 
irt whut T complain about. 

But, Sir, from a statement under the Demand for Grant No. 11 it 
appears that the interest on cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank 
of India would amount to Rs. 20 lakhs. This is a cash . redit advance and 
it can he presumed that it would have a very .short life for the current year 
because as and when the money would be collected by sale it would be 
credited to Government account in the Imperial Bank of India. The total 
amount out.standing after repayment in 1W4-45 would be nearly Rg p* 
crores. The amount outstanding on the other account would 1 m» Rk 15 
crores. We can find from this on an average of, say. 2 months’ outstand- 
ing for these loans that the cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank of 
India would be involving a rate of interest of nearly 4 per cent. We would 
like to know what exactly the figure is because the Government must 

Th* Honlil* Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: What would vou 
like to know? ^ 
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Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The rate of interest that you are pay- 
ing the Imperial Bank of India for the cash credit advances, if any. My 
submission is that the whole thing could have been managed otherwise. 
The normal channels of trade have l>een financing the movement of food- 
grains throughout and it would not have been imj)ossible for the Govern- 
ment to harness normal channels to maintain suflicient quantities of food 
reserves for the jnovince and also a regular flow tluTeof. We were told 
at one stage that the (to\ ernment’s chief agent that was appoined never 
had any advaiue given at all. The TToirble Minister in charge of Givil 
Supplies stated that Messrs. Ispahani & Co. invested large sums themselves 
and that they did not re(piire any advan(*e from Government at all. I 
believe that he was either talking through his bat when he stated this or 
he did not actually kn(»w wliat arrangement was going to b»‘ mad(‘. If I 
take his .statement at its face value, then w'c cannot reconcile the payment 
of interest for Government’s having t(» find money for the same. Ijarge 
(juantities of foodgrains were inqiorted into the ])rovince and straightaway 
distributed through various agencies. If Government had made proper 
arrangements for a (piick distribution through well-selected and financially 
solvent parties tlirinighout tlie province, they eould easily harni'ss enough 
financial rescmrees of the whole province to meet the entire obligation for 
purchase of rice, amafi and nus, and also for other foodgrains, wheal 
products and (dhers. ft is really beyond us to ascertain why Government 
chose the (»ther way to olituin money on loans from the Government of India 
and when tlic Government of India retu.sed to advance any further loans as 
in the latter part <»f the curicnt year and in the coming ytnir why at all 
Govcrniiu'iit \vent in for this «*ash cnwlit arrangement with the Imperial 
Bank of India. 

There was \et anothci- method by which Government eould have raised 
funds. Tliat was through an issue of loans. The Government of Bengal 
probably is fully aware that the money market today is very favourable to 
any ])roposal for raising funds. The market can easily find Bs. 20 or 
Rs. 40 or Ks. 50 crores or such amount as the Government wanted for pur- 
poses of their ])urchases and suoh loans would not involve Government in 
exi>enBe.s of more than 2 to 2.} f>er cent, as far as we can guess from the 
present condition of the money market. This loan would havt* enabled 
Government not merely tf» finance the ri(‘e and wheat purchase scliemes hut 
would also enable them meet the deficit that Gevvernment have fa^e 
now and for which various burdensome taxation measures are proposed. 
My own submission is that in the first place Government have* failerl to 
carry sufl&cient weight with the Government of India to exact from them 
larger contribution towards Bengal’s financial relief. The extraordinary 
expenses that Bengal had to incur during the last year and is likely to incur 
during the current year are largely, if not entirely, due to the war condi- 
tions. Even the famine is directly attributable to the conditions created 
by the war* and also to inflation. We feel, Sir, that the Government of 
Bengal ought to have pooled all the resources in this province. And all 
parties, I presume, would gladly agree to lend their support to the Finance 
Minister in that respect to press the Government of India for sharing the 
bulk of these additional expenses. In case the Government of India were 
not disposed to meet our legitimate demand, the only honest course for the 
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Government of Benjfal would have l)een openly to declare that they would 
not be a i)arty to this kind of bleeding the people of Bengal. It would 
have created probably a first class constitutional crisis, but in that crisis if 
the presimt Ministry chwjses to take an active part, we at least of this side 
of the House assure him our fullest support. The Government of India 
have no business at all to claim any interest on the amount advanced for 
our rice and wheat jmrchase schemes. It is well kn(»wn how as a result 
of the failure of the Government of India itself to supply the quota allotted 
to this provin«‘e during different stages the Government of Bengal had 
ultimately to lusli in for large purchases on its own account in other 
provinces. In the circumstances the responsibility for failure to secure 
enough ri(!e for the province in due time really lies with the Government 
of India and not with the Government of Bengal. The money that was 
required suhse(|uently was, therefore, rightly to l>e found by the Govern- 
ment of India and I really cannot understand why the Government of 
Bengal would be reipiired to pay any interest for these advances. 

With regard to the wastefulness, Sir, 1 have yet anotlier point to invite 
your attention to. We have found that large quantities of foodgrains 
have been purchased, some of which have not reached this province: they 
have been lying in other provinces either, as alleged, due to transport , 
difficulty or, what is probably more true, due to certain bungling^ arrange- 
ments by the |)urchasing agents who knowing full well that tlj(‘ respective 
Provincial Goverinnents were not j)repared to release the movement of these 
foodgrains from their provinces, rushed in with a view to enjoy a large 
amount of unearned profit. T know at least of s(»me of the instances that 
have taken place iii the province of Ori.ssa. Tliei<‘ the Go\cnimeDt agents 
made hasty and peremptory |Mirehases at co!nparativel\ low rutc.^, knowing 
full well that the Government there was not prepared to release these 
(piantities for transport out of the province*, and large (piantities are still 
lying ill Orissa on aci'ount of the Government of Bengul's (Uiief Agent. I 
do not know if any money has been advanced on such purchases as well. 

If purchases were permitted in other provinces on the Government of 
Bengal’s account and money was paid for the same, the tax-payer of 
Bengal has the rig'ht to know^ why that rice was paid for before actual 
delivery W'as made to the Government of Bengal here in Bengal and before 
any particle from the same could go to feed the hungry millions of thi.s 
province. 

There are also large (|uantities of riee and paddy purchased and stored 
at different centres throughout the province which are lying for a pretty 
long time virtually immobilised, Some, time ago the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charge of (^ivil Supplies stated that large stacks of paddy and rice for people 
were stored on the platform at various stations on the Khulna- Jessorc line 
and could not be moved out of tht>8e areas tiecause of transport diflBcultiee, 

In reply to a question asked in the Central T/egislatiire by Mr. K. C. Neogy, 
the Ilon’hle Member in charge of War Transport, ver\' categorically stated 
that (here was no truth w^hatever in this allegation by Bengal’s Civil 
Supply Minister; and he stated that so far as the railways wqre concemed, 
no requisition was ever made for the movement of those quantities of rice 
and paddy from such stations* la the circumstances, such rioe and paddy 
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have very largely deteriorated in quality and have practically gone unfit 
for human tonaumptiou . It is now understood that some (pinutity of that 
rice and paddy was offered for sale to local people and that the local people 
refused to offer any price that the Government was expecting: the result 
had been a deadlock for a long time, and ultimately a Calcuttu dealer has, 
it is understood, come forward to buy up the whole lot at a ver^' nominal 
price. The loss that is involved in this transaction and in similar other 
transactions throughout the }>rovince must be enormous. If we have to 
foot a bill for such losses — losses due not to any inherent difficulty which 
could not have been averted hut losses due to the utter inciun]>etence, 
inefficiency, thoughtlessness and probably coiTupt methods of the Civil 
Supplies Department — it is only fair that the ta:jj“payer of Bengal should 
not be made to sirffer for all this bungling and for all these methods of 
burdensome approach to collect rice and pandy. 

We are now faced with still another problem. We tind that the 
Government have been procuring paddy and ih-e at different centres and 
they have employed certain big agents for respective areas. The plea w'^as 
that these big agents have got better financial ri‘so\n-ces and will b<‘ in a 
better position to organise the procurement. If that is really correct, then 
we would like to know ^hy the Government has to foot a further bill, l^et 
the big jmrehasers make their <»wn arrangement for finamung the ]>rocure- 
• raent. They are lilHually paid for and if G<)vernment want to distribute 
the same, let the distribution also be (piick and ready so that immediately 
they distribute the same, the big chief agents may reinibursi" themselves of 
the money that they advance. I submit, Sir, that in both these respects, 
that is, in respect of loan obtained from the Government oi India, on pay- 
ment of interest as well as in respect of the urrangement wu’th the Imperial 
Bank for cash credit advances, Government have followed a j)t)licy which is 
open to serious objection and (he burden of Rs. r)T,r),q,(K)0 which has to be 
thrown on the poor peasantry and the poor people of Bengal could have 
been easily if not coinjdetely avoided at least largely reduced if ste]>s other 
than these were taken. 

I would conclude by inviting the attention of the House to the figures of 
interest on debt and other obligations that we have had to bear from the 
year 19d7‘-‘t8 to the budget of lf)44-4o Tn the year when we first 

began to work the new ronstitution. wc were a gainer to the extent of 
Rs. 7.44,000 because we got certain remissions from the previous years 
carry-over. Tn 1940-41 the amount of interest })aid was Rm. 18 lakhs, in 
1941-42, Rs. 19.45,000. in 194243, Rs. 23,14,000, fh<‘ revised of 1943-44 
provided for Rs. 36,50,000 and the budget of 194445 provides a big figure 
of Tis. 57,59,000. This amount is more than many nation-building depart- 
ments’ provisions in the budget. 

With these words T commend my motion for accept anee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon 'We Mr. Goswami. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUUl CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. I wanted fo apeak 
Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER! I am sorry, I have already asked tlie 
Hon'ble Minister. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: That doeR not matter. Many 
times many people have been asked and others liave been granted 
opportunity to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am very sorry to say that Whips of all 
the parties 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I have caught your eye and having 
done that nobody can have precedence over me. I have the right to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, will you 
please sit down? Ijet me explain the whole situation. We expect for 
smooth running of the business of the House tliat Whips of different 
parties should be active i^ their movement and should be quick in their 
decision. Well, today of all days 1 have found no names on my table from 
any of the Whips of any imrty; so J concluded motions will be moved and 
the reply will be given. I consulted the lloirhle Minister at the outs^^t 
and he tuld me very plainly that he will not take more than 5 or ft minutes. 
So T thought there was no speaker from your side. I would have been very 
glad if anybody came in tiim* from your side, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, 1 did g(. to you 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You did not come in time. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 want to lodge my j)rotest. Jn 
the other demand some dO or speakers spoke from the other side and none 
from this side excei)t the Minister. 1 beg of you to give me time. 1 am 
ready to speak and smash every argument that lias i>een brought before the 
House by the Opj>osition and now you (Munmand me to keep (juiet. How' is 
ithis side of the House going to express its views'^ 1 w’ish you to conve> 
this protest to the Sjieaker. 11 a Whip does not go ami wliip us uj) into 
our duties have J lost my right y J have as a matter of tael, (‘aught tlic 
eye of the Chair. You are looking at me and I am looking at you. 1 have 
a right to speak. Hnder the constitution of an> llou.se the Hoirble 
Minister must wait. I shall not give way today. It is not the right 
method of debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am very sorry, you could not catch my 
eye in time. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 caught your eye, T caught your 
ear, I caught your everything, (liuughter.) 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir. Dr Sanyal B 
speech was to the extent of 90 per cent, devoted to the policy of the Civil 
Supplies Department. I think he would realise that it would be inappro- 
priate on my part to usurp the function of the Hon'ble Minister in regard 
ito the Civil Supplies Department policy which he is more competent to 
deal with. 

I think the only question relating to which T am called upon to give an 
answer is with regard to our cash credit arrangement with the Imperial 

Bank of India. The arrangement is for a whole calendar year let of 

January, 1944, to Olst December, l^,~-and the rate of interest is 2 per 



301 


1944.] DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

cent. I think that is ver^’ economical. Any other trade method would 
have cost us much more. 

As regards Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee's speech, I do not think it 
needs any reply as it was full of whimsicalities and full of cheap humour; 
and the only question that he seemed seriously to ask me to answer is 
whether the Amaii ProC|Uremeiit Scheme is in progress. Sir, it is in 
progress. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the demand of 
Rs. 5,000 for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on TVht and Other 
Obligations” be reduced by Ks. 1(X) was then jmt and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs, 5, (KM) for 
expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on Debt and Other Obligations” 
be reduced by Rs. 1(K) was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi riiandra Ooswami that a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 he granted for ex]ienditure under the head “22 — Interest on Debt 
and Other Obligations” was then put and agree<l to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at (1-45 p.m. till 'Mi) ]).m. on Tuesday, 
the 21st Mandi, 1944, at the Assembly House, (’alcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly iQ6t in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 21st 
March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Natjshee Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’bJe Ministers and 210 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Closing of Campbell Medical School sine die in November, 1943. 

•181. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Medical, Public Health and Local Self-Government Departments 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the circumstances that led to the closing of the Campbell 
Medical School Jti7ie die in the last week of ISovember, 1943; and 
{ii) what arrangements, if any, have been made to arrange an early 
reopening of the institution? 

(b) Is it a fatd that the students of the institution have been complaining 
for several months past about — 

(i) the inadequacy of the arrangements for teaching; 

(n) the unsatisfactory character of their lodging arrangements; and 

(in) absence of adequate A.R.P. work in the institution ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister, 
be pleased to state what steps Government have taken to improve the teaching 
and lodging arrangements of the students and A.li.P. work of the Campbell 
Medical School before the students went on strike in the third week of 
November and after the same? 

(d) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that a strong feeling of resentment 
and disappointment exists amongst the student community of Calcutta 
generally and also amongst a large section of the public on account of the 
steps taken by Government in dealing with the grievances of the students 
of the Campbell Medical School? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) H) On I8ih November. 1943, the 
Surgeon-General received a communication from the students of the 
Campbell Medical School setting forth a number of alleged grievances and 
threatening a crisis in the form of a general demonstration if a favourable 
reply was not received by November 21st. On 22nd November, 1943, the 
Surgeon-General gave an interview to two of the students’ leaders and 
infomied them that if they sent another communication couched in proper 
language and tone. Government would cause an enquiry to be made into 
their grievances as soon as possible. In spite of this, the students went on 
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strike from the evening of the 22nd. On the 26th November, a press-note 
was issued stating that Government desired it to be known that all students 
who wished to return to work at the school should do so on the morning of 
Monday, November the 29th; on that day no student came to work. Govern- 
ment waited for three more weeks but still no student came to w’ork and on 
the 20th of December, Government declared the school to be closed sine die, 

(it) The school has been reopened from January 27th. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer («)(t) where 
it is stated that the Surgeon-General received a communication on the 18th 
November, 194*1, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the date of 
that communication? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDKftN AHMAD: The representation forwarded 
does not bear any date. It was received on the 18th. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the students sent it by registered post? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It might be, but the representa- 
tion as well as the advance copy to the Hon’ble Minister were received both 
by the office and by the Hon’ble Minister on the 18th, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to alleged grievances, 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what those grievances w'ereP 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The grievances us alleged by 
them were bad teaching mainly due to freiiueni transfer of teachers, no 
messing during the period of food .shortage in 194‘t, insufficient shelter and 
imposition of fine, etc. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ts there any record of the interview that 
took place between the students’ leaders and the Surgeon-General on 
November 22nd, where it is specifically mentioned that the students were 
asked to resubmit their petition in a different language? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, there is a record. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any record where they were 
assured that an enquiry would be made into their grievances as soon as 
possible ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It was communicated to the 
students formally by the Superintendent of the Campbell Medical Hospital. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When wa.s that formally communi- 
cated? Can you quote the letter or the communication number? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: F rom the report of the Superin- 
tendent it is found that he communicate<l it to the students verbally. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister’s attention 
been drawn to the fact that the students categorically denied both these 
statements, namely, that the Surgeon-General assured them an enquiry if 
they resubmitted their petition and that an assurance was given aliout early 
attention regarding their grievances? 

20 - 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Information of the Govern- 
ment is rather contrary. The students admitted that the Superintendent 
informed them of this fact. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister in a position to 
quote any document or letter or communication from the students substan- 
tiating this statement? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, there is nothing in writing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister’s attention 
been drawn to a press statement of the students which stated that the 
Surgeon-General’s statement was not in consonance with fads? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. Government is not aware 
of any such thing. 

pr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the students were at no stage given any assurance 
that tlieir grievances would be looked into? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; T have alreacly stated that 
stud(‘nts wer(‘ asked to withdraw the representation tliat was made to the 
Surgeon-Gencual and an advance copy of which was «ent to the Hon’ble 
Minister, and to resubmit their representation et»nch(*d in ]>roper language. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ts there any record of that re(jucst? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tlie llon 'ble Minister kindly quote 
the date or the inimher of that communication? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As T have ali'eady stated the 
intimation was given to the students by the Superintendent verhally. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Even if the students say ‘‘no”, still you 
will maintnin that. 

iNo reply.) 

With reference to answer (h), viz., “No”, will tlie Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to stute if bis attention was drawn on the floor of the House during 
a previous session of the Assembly to thesf* matters of inadequacy of 
arrangements for teaching? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Wh ich session? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In the July session when budget was 
discussed. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that during that budget session the Hon’ble Minister 
did give an assurance that matters would be looked into? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The students approached some 
of the Ministers including the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment and their main grievance put forward before them was about the 
transfer of a particular doctor. 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As has been already revealed from the 
replies to the supplementary questions that the grievances of the students 
consisted of three things, namely, absence of adequate A.R.P. arrange- 
ments, absence of proper lodging arrangements and inadequacy of teaching 
arrangements, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why then this 
answer ^‘No” was drafted to question (h)? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: “No'' means generally they have 
no grievance worth the name. Their maiir grievance was transfer of a parti- 
cular teacher concerned. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why in view of the fact that in their application or petition, however 
badly couched it may be, specifically these three grievances were mentioned, 
the answer “No" is given? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The answ'cr “no" means the 
grievances were not genuine. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the non'ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state if in the petition made by the students aivy reftueni^e 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is it in order to discuss this question relating to a settled and finished matter 
at such length? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is n(» jjoint ot order, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. If there be any discussion on the question then 
only a point of order can he raised. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister l)e ]deased 
to state what action has been taken hy government to improve the teaching, 
lodging and the A.R.P. arrangements in the (hnnphcll Medical S<’hool since 
then? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: With regard to shelter there is 
sufficient A.R.P. shelter. With regard to lodging arrangements, students 
at jiresent have no complaint. With regard to teaching arrangements, there 
have already been made some transfers and some improvement has been 

made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I to understaml that no additional 
arrangements have been made for A.R.P. j>rot<*clion 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There were already Hufii(ient 
A.R.P. arrangements. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In your o](inion? 

Khui Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the ojlinion of (lovernment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llou'hle Minister he pleased to 
state where the A.K.l’. sfielter aetually is? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the verandah with baffle 
walls and on the ground outside some slit trenches. 

Dr. HALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the only proper shelter is below a staircase with 
baffle walls round the same? 

20a 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to lodging arrangements, 
have any new arrangements been made since? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have already taken 12 minutes. This 
is budget session and T think if you confine yourself to very important 
questions it would be better. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am only eliciting information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis he concludes that the students no longer have any 
grievances about lodging arrangements? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government was ready to rent a 
house for the lodging of the students and invited students to come forward 
with applications for accommodation to he provided in the rented house but 
nobody responded. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What was the rate of rent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow' that because it is too detailed a cross- 
examination. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that the answ’er is false. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say so. It is not permissible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the students’ feeding arrangements while on duty in the Campbell 
Medical School have been attended to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, just now Dr. Sanyal has 
said that the answer was false. Is that parliamentary language? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not. I did not allow' that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I did not say tliat the Minister was 
telling a lie. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There should be no discussion about 
that. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the honourable member 
please repeat the question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any arrangements have been made to provide suitaible food 
to the students in the premises of the Campbell Medical vSchool while they 
are on duty? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The students have not asked for 
such things. 

JNnttlVl AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is it proper when the Hon’ble Mini.ster 
makes a reply to characterise that reply as false? Dr. Sanyal is asking a 
further question to declare false again the reply which may be given. 
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Mfi SPEAKERS Order, order. The whole thing arises, as I have said 
repeatedly, on account of the fact that there is a tendency to discuss ques- 
tions and answers. That is absolutely prohibited under the rules. I hope 
there will be no discussion about questions and answers. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (d), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that public meetings were 
held both of students of Calcutta in general as ‘well as of the public of 
Calcutta in general condemning the action of Government and recording 
their resentment? 

> 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have nothing to add to the 

reply already given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Muiisier be pleased 
to state if it is a fact or not that public resentment was also expressed in the 
columns of newspapers in Calcutta? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have already said lhat I 1 ave 
nothing to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis this answ'er “no’’ w^as derived? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is because it is a false ie]>ly. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou must withdraw' the word “false”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I withdraw' the word “false” and T say 
it is not true. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Governmeni’fi 
attention was invited to the strikes of students in general of olluo institu- 
tions in Calcutta in sympathy with the students of the Campbell Medical 
School ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How is that, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not called upon to give reason. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if representations were made to the Government by students of 
various institutions and also from the authorities of educational institutions 
that this matter was agitating the minds of students and unless settled 
might lead to serious repercussions? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No .such representation was 
made to Government. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased . 
to state if it is a fact that political opponents of Government were making 
political capital of false grievances of students? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question ^oes not arise. 
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Dapletion of cattle reeouroee in Bengal and Government moapiiroc for 

proteotion. 

M82. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Is the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department aware — 

(i) of the existence of a feeling of concern in the minds of the public 
for the depletion of the cattle resources in the Province during 
the jjast two years; and 

{ii) of the rise in prices of beef to abnormal heights which have led to 
large-scale purchases of prime cattle on the basis of these prices 
in the rural areas? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
are considering the desirability of ascertaining the number of such cattle 
purchased or slaj^ghtered for the military and the prisoners of war in the 
Province during 1^2'-43. 

. (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
Government have taken or propose to take to i>rotect the live-stock wealth of 
the Province ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hossain): (a) (i) Government 
are aware that tliere has been apiireciable loss of cattle due to disease, starva- 
tion and slaughter for fcmd. 

(ii) Government are aware that the ])rice of l>eef has risen high and that 
prime cattle have been sold in rural areas: they have no information that 
these sales have been on a large scale. 

(b) No. 

(c) The matter is engaging the attention of Government. 

Mftuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why they are reluctant to state the number, witli leference 
to question (b)? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Bei^ause it is a military secret which cannot be given out. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether Government will consider the desirability of ])utting 
a stop to tlie cow slaughter in view of the fact that bullocks fit for culti- 
vation and cows with milk are gradually diminishing in numbers? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government is considering what steps can be taken to conserve the animal 
population of tlie province. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirability of 
taking a census of the existing cattle strength? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No, it will be a huge affair. 

Mti SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the points or lines upon which Government’s 
otteniion is being paid? 
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The Honlito Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The other day I have stated that we are contemplating two meatless days 
in a week and we are also considering other ways of stopping the slaughter 
of cattle, if possible. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t-o state whether owing to the depletion of 
cattle resources the price of cattle employed in agriculture has gone up 
very high? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the HonUde Minister be pleased to state 
whether there are prisoners of war in Bengal, ami, if so, what are their 
numbers ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: Will the Ifoiride Minister be 
pleased to state if one of the causes of shortage of cattle in Bengal is 
stoppage of supply from Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Y^es; that is a fact, 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what stejis, if any, liave been taken up till now for the supjily of 
cattle to agrieulturists? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Government is carrying on eorrespondenee with the Governments ot Bihar 
and of Central Brovinc’cs for lifting the ban so that cattle may be imported 
from those provinces into Bengal. 

Maulvj ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the lloirble Minister be jdeas- 
ed to state whether any further delay in the snpjdy of cattle to the agri- 
culturists will lead to their inability to sow tlieii next eroji in time? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That may be the case in exceptional circumstances but not generally. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: What are the short-range and long-range 
policies that Government are pursuing in fostering the supply of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I have already stated that as a short-range policy we are trying to 
replenish the cattle from other provinc^es and also to conserve the present 
cattle population of the province. As regards our long-range policy, we 
are trying to import into Bengal bulls from other provinces, and are con- 
sidering starting experiments on artificial insemination. 

Mr. MIRiiA ABDUL HAFIZ. Will the IloTCble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why the other provinces have ])lace<1 a ban? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Because they apprehend shortage of cattle in their own provinces. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Grow-More Food Committee of the Government advised 
the Government to take a census of the cattle strength of the province? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, it did not. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8 ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the bullock cart which is the only 
means of communication in the mufassil is practically no more to be seen 
for want of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO 8 AIN 1 

I am not aware tliat there has been stoppage of bullock cart conveyance but 
I know that it has been aftected to some extent by the shortage of bullocks. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I 8 RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Miiuster consider the 
desiralbility of taking steps within the month of Chaitra for the supply of 
cattle to agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do not think it will he possible to do so and therefore we are trying to give 
agricultural loans to agriculturists for purchasing ( attle in their own areas. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider if the advance of a loan will hardly serve the purpose of the agri- 
culturist when there is so much dearth of cattle in the j)r()vince? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

There are cattle in the mufassil still offered for sale in most of the districts 
in Kasteni and Northern Bengal and with this advance of money the agri- 
culturist who is in need of plough cattle will be able to purchase the same. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aw’are that there is scarcity of fodder everyw'here in 
Bengal ? 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8 ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether it is a fact that a good number of cattle are still being 
sent away to Assam from Bengal? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do know. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I 8 RAIL: What is the proposal in the contem- 
plation of Goveriimont with regard to the grant of loan to the agriculturist 
for the purchase of cattle? 

Thi Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The Collectors have been authorised to advance loans and a certain amount 
has been allotted to each Collector, especially of districts where there have 
been cattle epidemic and they have been asked to give loans to agriculturists 
who are actually in need of loan for the purchase of cattle and they have 
been instructed to see that cattle are actually purchased. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I 8 RAIL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state by what data the Collector will determine who are the most deserving 
persons for getting these loans? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is going too much into details. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government has ascertained about the sufficiency 
of fodder in the province so that the cattle strength may not further be 
depleted for want of food? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government has been aware of fodder dilliculties and Government is trying 
to do its best in the matter. As a matter of fact a Bill is being drafted 
which is to be called the Bengal Pasture Bill for the improvement of 
pasture in the province. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the ih )vernment consider the 
desirability of setting up an enquiry as to whether cattle are still being Sent 
from Bengal to Assam? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

If the honourable member so desires, we may make an tmquiry. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the llon’ble Minister be i>leased to state what 
steps have actually been taken to ascertain the scale of slaughter of (‘attle 
in this province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have practically decided ^in favour of .stoppage of all slaughter for two 
days in the week. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK; I submit, Sir, that was not my (jiiestion. What 
I wanted to know, Sir, was how (iovernment have ascertained tin* scale of 
slaughter of cattle in this province — by what means ami how they have done 

it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government have taken statistics of .slaughter hou.ses in (’alcutta and of 
bigger slaughter houses in other municipal towns also. The figures that they 
have ohtaiped from the slaughter hou.ses iii Calcutta indicate that there has 
been a fifty per cent, increa.se in slaughter in all the slaughter houses. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Cost of constniotion of evacuees’ shelters in Hooghly district. 

88. Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names of places in Hooghly district where evacuees’ shelters 
were constructed; 

(it) the numljers and nature of such structures ; and 
(iii) the date and cost of such construction in each place? 
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(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) any plan and estimate were prepared ; 

(it) if 80 , by whom ; 

(m) the amount of such estimates ; 

(tv) any tenders were called for such construction; and 
(v) if so, by whom? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate whether — 

(t) any repair work in respect of such structures were undertaken; 
(it) if so, what are the dates of repair of such structures; 

(m) the costs of reimirs in each case; and 
(tv) any tenders were called for such purposes? 

(d) .Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the nature and quantities of articles of (1) food, and (2) medicines 
purchased for storing the evacuees’ shelters; 

(it) the costs incurred in each case; 

(Hi) the number of time the articles of food had to he replaced ; 

(tv) the cost of such replacement in each time; and 
(v) the date of such replacement? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) (?) (1) Ilchoba, (2) Bhastara, (3) 

Mahanad, (4) Senhat, (5) Bhanderluity, ((>) Pandua, (7) Dhaniakhally, 
(8) Chandra, (9) Kulepara, (10) ()schit])ore, (11) Bandel, (12) Chanditala, 
(13) Haripal, (14) Seakhula, including]: Sepaigaclii, (13) Singur, (10) 

Champadanga, (17) Kamarapukur, (18) Aramhagh. 

(it) Shelter sheds 460, dining sheds and other sheds 784 approximately. 
Sheds constructed with walls of split l>aml)oos plast^ed with mud with 
thatched roof and at some places kitchens were made with pantile roofs. 

(Hi) (A) Early in 1942. 

(B) (1) Ils.9,G00, (2) R8.9,600, (3) R8.9,658, (4) R8.5,514, 

(6) lla.2,059, (6) Ils,8,196, (7) 118,9,760, (8) 118.3,500, (9) Rs.13,122, 

(10) Ks.4,981, (11) R8.51,9f)4, (12) 118.8,634, (13) Rs.8,560, (14) R8.9,192, 

(16) R8.4,872, (16) R^.3,810, (17) Rs.15,545, (18) 118.15,176. 

(h) (i) Yes. 

(ii) By District Eiigineer, Hooghly, according to the sanctioned scale 
of Government Revenue De|>artment in case of original estimates. By 
District Engineer, Hooghly, with sanction of Government who had the 
same checked by Communications and Works Department in case of major 
repairs, 1943. 

(#»*) Rs.2,026 per unit of 509 evacuees plus Rs.450 per camp. 

^(•v) No local contractors were employed. 

(v) Does not arise. 

(0) (0 Ym. 
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(«) Once in October, 1^2, for damages made by cyclone m respeet of 
certain camps. Next in September, 1943. 


(in) (1) Ilohoba 

(2) Bhaatara 

(3) Mahanad 

(4) Senhat 

(6) Bhanderhaty 

(6) Pandua 

(7) Dhaniakhally 

(8) Chandra 

(9) Kulepara 

(10) Osohitpore 

(11) Chanditala 

(12) Haripal 

(13) Seakhala 

(14) Sinjrur 


October, 

1942. 

September, 

1943. 

R«. 

Re. 

1,703 

14,846 

3,475 

13,789 

735 

15,413 

795 

6,917 

2,836 

6,362 

684 

10,451 

4,137 

20,655 

103 

8,004 

298 

25,261 

145 

7,923 

2,228 

18,560 

2,329 

27,301 

3,035 

22,894 

746 

12,722 


(iv) No. Works taken up by local eonlractors, |)ciiding sanction to tbe 
estimates drawn by the District Engineer, Iloogbly, by Government after 
scrutiny by (communications and Works Department, in eases of repairs of 
September, 1943. 


(d) (?) (1) Rice, cJnra, (jur, mustard oil, dal, etc., at 3 cbittaks rice, 
2 cbittaks chira, 1 {!hittak r/ur, J cbittak oil, 2 cbittaks dal, etc., per bead 
for one week for about 92,000 evac'uees. 


(2) Common medicines according to indents made by (’ivil Surgeon and 
District Health Officer, n<x)gbly. 

(u) (1) Food— Rs.1,34,601. 

(2) Medicines— Rs. 18,923. 

(ni) Chira and gur only replaced once. 

{iv) Rs.26,436. 

(v) Between January, 1943; and February, 1943. 

Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; With regard to the statement publish- 
ed, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what check was kept to 
see that in the construction of tbe original evacuiees’ camj)s no unnecessary 
waste of money took place? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr^ TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have alreaily said 
in my answ^er {c){iv), works were done under tbe supervision of the District 
Engineer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That relates to repairs: that does not 
refer to original construction work. My question is, what check was devised 
by Government to see that no unnecessary or wasteful expenditure was 
incurred ? 

The Hon’We Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government thinks 
that the District Engineer is a perfectly trustworthy officer, though subse- 
quently tbe estimates were checked by Communications and Works Depart* 
ment. 
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Dr. MACINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (Hi) (B) (11) 
where the amount shown for construction of one shed is Ks. 51,954 in Bandel 
and of which, being in his own district, the Hon'ble Minister has, I suppose, 
got personal knowledge, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the nature of the structure and what is the number of evacuees proposed 
to be housed in this (building? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say offhand: 
I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {h){iv) that 
no local contractors were employed, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state wherefrom were the contractors o(btaiiied? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 do not know 
personally — I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state if he has got on record any reason for the non-employment of local 
contractors? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: lor the simple reason 
that they were not available. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to tlie repair wwks 
done under (o)(tu) as shown in the statement, will the Ilon’blc Minister be 
pleased to state how is it that the repair works cost nearly 50 per cent, more 
than the original works? For example, in item No. (1) Ilchoba — the ori- 
ginal cost was Ks. 9,600, as you wdll notice from w’hereas the repair 

cost was Rs. 14,346 in 1943 and R.s. 1,700 in 1942, that is, the total repair 
cost was more than Ks. 16,000. Is there any explanation for that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: loi the reason that 
some of these constructions were entirely spoiled and ruined by the cyclone 
and the cost of materials went up (by several times since the original 
construction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I to understand that there was 
rebuilding and not repairing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say offhand 
the reason of this case but in some of these cases, the buildings were 
completely destroyed and there^was, in fact, reconstruction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister (be pleased 
to state if his attention has been invited to practically all these items from 
Nos. (1) to (6) and also to subsequent items wliere large amounts have been 
spent on repair work? For example, in item No, (7) Dhaniakhally, the 
original cost was Rs. 9,760 whereas the repairs in tw’o jears cost Rs. 24,692? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are giving instances. I think the 
whole thing has been practically answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want the reason. 

j'- 

Mr. 8PEAKERS OSe has said it may be due to various things. He 
cannot say offhand but it may be that some of them were destroyed com- 
pletely. That covers the entire thing. If you put one item after another, 
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it will take a Tery long time. There has been a larger-expenditure on npairft 
than the original cost. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^Largej’’ is a mild term. This is 
scandalously large. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May be, but the statement is there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the original cost was Its. 9,760 but 
the repair costs were Rs. 24,692. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I see (but you cannot go item by item. That will take 
a very long time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let me take one instance. What 
is the explanation for Rs. 25,000 being spent on item No. (7) Dhaniakhally, 
whereas the original construction cost only Rs. 9,760? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say the details 
oflfhand but probably there may have been extensions and, as I have already 
stated, the cost of articles went up by several times. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c){iv), will 
the TTon'ble Minister Ibe pleased to state why no tenders were called when 
such a large amount was involved? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say offhand, 
hut probably tbe works were very urgent and there was no time for calling 
for tenders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question in (r)(iv) was why no 
tenders were called for. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said that probably that was due to 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: “Probably” will not do. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was due to the urgency of the work. You may 
not be satisfied but he has given that answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be jdeased 
to state the result of the scrutiny by the Communications and Works'^ 
Department, as mentioned in (c)(iv)? 

^ Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; They checked the hills, 
examined the construction and passed the hills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Communications 
and Works Department on scrutiny found that there was evidence of corrup- 
tion in the matter of distribution of this work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (d)(2) regard- 
ing the quantities of food stored amounting to Rs. 1,84,601, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the value of chirn and gur which had 
to be thrown away as they got rotten? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : I want notice. 



m DEMAND FOR GRANTS. [218t March, 

Mr. observation on the point of privilege raised by Mr. Failur 

Rahman. 

Mr. SPEAKER* On SatuF^ay last I assured the House that I would 
Pfive my decision on the point of privilege raised by Mr. Fazlur Rahman. 
The matter is not yet ready and 1 will give my decision as soon as the matter 
is ready. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 8ir, I also raised a point of 
privilege on which you said you would give your decision later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the point of privilege? 

Mr. 8PEAKER* That does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; It does arise, Sir. You propose to 
give a ruling and I most respectfully submit that you have no right or 
power given to decide on the privileges of memlbers nor can you give any 
ruling on them at any stage. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. It does not arise. When I speak, you will then rise 
and say that it is so and so. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Secretary read the following message: — 

“That the Jltmgal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 20th 
March, 1044, agreed to the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 
1944, without any amendments.’* 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

29— Police. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,84,74,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police”. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Ils. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the liead “29 — Police” 
ibe reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion 
.^ahout the insecure life in rural Bengal due to inaction and insufficient 
patrols of the police. 

The object of the motion is very clear in the motion itself. In the 
Budget Statement the Hon’ble Finance Minister while advancing argu- 
ments for his taxation measures said that better advantages will follow from 
this increased taxation although we found no amount of this anticipated 
income earmarked for the increased security or any of the items he enumerat- 
ed. Rural Bengal ha.s become very much insecure. Commission of crimes 
of various kinds has increased to an enormous extent. Daring dacoities, 
robberies, thefts and burglaries are of almost everyday occurrence. People 
are not safe under their roof, within their four walls, iior outside on land 
and on water. They are waylaid while passing on the roads and passing 
througfh the rivers. They are waylaid, robbed, looted, belaboured and 
beaten. Thousands and thousands of maunds of paddy and rice were looted 
at several places in East Bengal from boats which were at anchor either at 
iome hat or were on their way to a hat for sale of their commodities. There 



1944.] DEMAND FOR GRANTS, W 

was no help, there was none nearby, no police available to approach for 
help, and these foreigners had to pay penalty and lose much. Travellers 
were not safe. People ^ho were coming to the subdi visional or district 
headquarters for their various businesses were waylaid, attacked, beaten and 
robbed. Sir, such is the condition of rural Bengal. There would have been 
much less crime in this respect, had Government taken action for prevention 
of crime by an extensive police patrol. At present police patrol is quite 
insufficient. When an improvement is asked for. the reply comes from 
Government that there is not sufficient force. Sir, rural police, I mean the 
chaukidars and dafadars, are so much overv’orked with their municipal 
dufles that they have very little time for their police duties. Moreover, they 
are so very ill-paid that they have to spend some time in earning their 
livelihood from some other source. 

There are village defence parties which have been disorganised and not 
functioning well as Government have not provided for their e(|uipment and 
made other arrangements for them. Recently, Home Guard Organisations 
have been formed everywliere and officers have been a])pointed on fat 
salaries, but these are not organisations for the purpose of preventing crime. 
Government could have reduced the number of crimes if police outposts had 
been started and through the co-operation of such organisations patrols to 
an extensive extent had been arranged in rural areas. Sir, this is on the 
preventive line. 

If we have to look at the detective line, there also the stete of affairs 
fills us with much despair. The rural police is very slow to take action. 
Even on receipt of the first information about an offence they are v-ery slow 
to move to the locality. Corruption and bribery are rami)ant there, and 
there is a third thing responsible for the laches of the police in this respect, 
namelv, the ])arty politics of the Muslim League and th(‘ Muslim TiCague 
Ministry. According to this politics, a thief is not a thief, a burglar is not 
a burglar if he holds a two-anna membership ticket of the Muslim T^eague. 
In February last a dealer along with others were caught red-handed with 
15 maunds of sugar and a few tins of kerosene near Gopalganj thana. They 
were handed over to tlie Go])alganj thana police with the sbden properties, 
and although today is the 21st day of March — T draw the attention of the 
^Hon’ble Minister to this fact — that not to speak of any enquiry, investi- 
gation or detection not even a first information report has been drawn up 
because that man could show a two-anna Muslim T*eague membership ticket. 
The Rub-In. spector of Police could not take any action as he would be a 
victim at the hands of higher authorities through the efforts of the local 
office-bearers of the Muslim League. There was another case of Radar sub- 
division where a dealer himself lodged first information that his godown 
had been looted and that there was a big burglary at his godown ; and at 
night he himself dishonestly removed his goods to his house and from there 
he was removing some of the articles by boat. TTnfortunately for him, the 
village chaifkidars and daffadars were on patrol at the time and on their 
challenging and raising a hue and cry the villagers came to the scene and 
some of them caught the dealer red-handed with the articles 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 

seat.) 



318 


DEMAND FOE GRANTS. 


[21st M.utcH, 


Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : ""n^PtY *fWY 

CY *tf5TC*fY Tni-YYtW C^fC^F f^[ClY TCY CYPSTtY 

W,« S^<1CTY SRI > ■tS &)^I ’YYI C?lYf I 

'«TfWI '^f5T(?YY YTY-YYiW Yi:^, Yft'St'f *tPR BRfYtY YtfYY Y?Y YfYt^ 

YC^ fVYt '3 l>t«flCb%fY fmtff iSt^ f^SfC'StY Y^flR Y^YW?! I ’V’TSI 
^ITYY, YffiY YflWY, Y’f'ai ^ ^ YnTI ^*WiR'3 YrtYlCTY lY? ^5»fWf«l'5 ’W%- 

YttYC*^ Gi'ICY Y1 I 4YtCY Y‘‘Yl>lfY'!t‘t^' tr^'3 Yfa'^t'} ^YY FtTOY ’fjsf 
YtiJ I YtYT fr €tCTY JpsRY Yt'SY [YY^CYi RSfY i4=rfYY'3 YfYT^ Y1 I 

'fl? <YCY^<ff YlRt¥ TTfzTYl Y? tf^FfY 'Yf%YY 'fV^ *ttYY '3 Y*tRY St Y t Y l Y 

'SlYl frF Ctf%CY YfCF^ I 'YfYCYY CYt^ Yi^T?' 'Yt'QY YtYf^» glYYtfYYYCYf 

YPCY$ C®tYfT, ^f^Y YYCY YtfS 3 YtY^, Yfe^sYfOTY '3t3Y^ PtYlY^, YtYT fV 

NtYtCTY 'SiRY YYtYf Y5 ^fY 1 YYY Y'CYY ^oJY (PFYY CYfYYHcYY ’Jf%C*tY '!F5TI- 
BtCYY TOIY# ^FYI «S^ I fYf?/5tCY YCY 'YtSY Yf'SftYtY ^vf) (7rf^( CftY Wy^ fYCYf 
VItIY TCYI^CYY I CYt5 'Yf^Y YCY iJIYY Y^C^ '3) 'fefY YYU5 YttYY Iy I YPTBtfY- 
<f‘f YtfV 'YTfYCYC^ YtCTY YY ??tYtY !tYC^ ^tYl YF^Clfft I fV^ Y^'Ctf^Y YY 
YTt^Y fYCY 'YtfYCY fYCYi FCY 4 YtYYl Yt'ETl .iJIYY^tra (TYYY [yY SfTY ^CYf^ 

YCY YCY HC(5 Y1 I ^sCY CYf»VftYCY YtYY fY^Y YtYCY ^ YYY YYY ? <i)YY 
Yff% 4^' Y?tCYY YTYCY YCi?fY ''PS YtaY3^ YtYCY 5IYC5 I YtCgl, i*]?’ YfsY3^ 
YfYCY Yl YCk^ "SfY 3YY I CYIy^'JCYY YYYYft 33tYl fY»3?it tStCYY 33fftY 

’TJT f^Y CYtY f^^fYC=F YffICY 'StCYY YtCYY gtYf*F5 YCY Yl I 13t^’ (TfY f^Y^fY 
NCYY^ 5F«fl WiCYY Yl I 

CYfY'^t’JCYY YYTtft "YY^tY 'YYYTYYtCYY YYtSY ^YtY 5C55 C*YYtY ^CySyy 
fYY^gi YfYl I ^^CSpfl ’F'ft Y^ CYR YSm C5lY Yl, Y^ 'arfy-Jr?' CJlY Yl, SlC^F YtYl 
tRtCY f^rnSY YfYC^^ FCY I YlYT^rf^ tSJlY Y^CY 'ItYl Yft YYY 3 YfwY'Y'tf^TOY 
CYYtY YYCW YY CYY gt3 'StCYY Y'YCs CY3Y1 FCY Yl I Y'^YY ’ YC^ l YY YlCY ^Y^^ 
YC?ar fYfYYt Yff^ YY^ YtY^ ^CYY I 'YC^lYY 5&80 3 YPt^lflY YCYI <5^ Y"!^ 

«!1^ YT ^ Y^tr^ YCYY I 4 ^ 3 5,YOO Y‘f, fpsr ^,J80 YY, YYYI? 

50 YWY CYI 15 I. '§YY 5Y 5lYlY &WY fYf% Yn:YY I cifcYY b YR JpStY 

YYYTCYY YCYT iftCprtY tfrYffTYf, Y~YtYY, ^tYtYWT YtY, 'Ylf^ Y-YIYY^ >ilY.- iftYCYYPSF 
^Y iil? f%YSRCYf C-YYR YfCYgYY FYtY PFY CTSYl ?R I 5 :^ ;rf^ ^ yIfYIYY 
YtYlY *rf^Y 5lf^ (yos FCY I Ir Y^ ftciS FCY I YfCYt'itl YtCFY YYI 

TO CYYtCY ftfS cY'^fC^ fVr® YYCYY CYYtCY TO I YSYI C^jYTY 503 

TO,Y^ YTCSnitY TOI '^'CYYY’WY’FfYTOifY fYlYCY^ YYCaP'YY'Y^lfY YRffCYY, 
'3TNY YSYYtYtY SYf^CYY ^3 'StCYY CY5t^ Yt^' I tfSTlY YlYCY^ CtfYlY ^ 5Y I 
Ylt^l^ YtFtYY 3 'aY-fE-3 YtYtYCYY YlC^ YYYt3 YROs CYtY YR C5tY Yl— flfirCYRr 
NFY YIYP Yl Yt^ YCY CYY I ■il'cYY [yC^ ^tC^ 4YY ^Yl 3CYff I OIYY YlS YftCYY 
RtYOW Y^YI YY— 'ilYfY lilYY Yk^ I 

5S88 YfCYY WtfYtH-CYBFYffr YtCY 15Y^ ittYtY Ytl^t YlYI^BlJflY 3«r5lC^ 
•Jfirt f^lStCY YtYf^ YFCYO? 'Y^: ^0 TOY SYY I YlYf^t^ RYC? ?5CYf»ftYtY 
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^ c^ilt ^pfttfTcar iThr^tff^TOf ’itrorw ^ ^smOT PrfirWft 
^{firt ’Pf^ ^ S^ ?n?t^ TO I t 5 Wf 

sfTSi^ ^ ^ I 

^sTtro? TOTft '3 ^ ?CT»r 1 

fin (Tffi^a mrm (tt cm, c^ to<i» Wr 

^i^fTO ^ ( ^srPrtw^ gtEi^Phf (S ^ ^ 

^ ^rtfroc^— fin <4^ c^ ^ntfirS wt^tm ^ <jfirf(^ cnffi® 

^ TO ^®rfTO^ c*tr^ ^mmm ^srPm (rfr«*it^ 

tfTO ^ fifi? ^ I 

c^rfi^TO ym ^ wtm FPTfc 5 ^ I fkro TO 

jpPTt^ '^rPTPr c^t^t^ntf^i ^TtOT ^ c^Ttro cg-^ to 1 ^ ^fet?r to 

c^"tOTf “Ttrs < 4 ^ TO T?i I <jfir*t 'S^Pn 

cn^ c5rf^f%nF to i c^'Wjt^H f% tor t 

^ 4 t ^ c^t»f fero TOr fiRt^pTT 4 ^ ^ ^flTO TOt^ firo 

^C ^ «T fiF ? 4^ fino‘^’F TO^I ^5r^57t5t? CTOT <<fHI{.b$ ’TT^ f% I 

'SITT^ WPl'^fPl TO>C^ I TO^tft TOr ^rfiTOT «IRt^ TOR^^, 

^rtS^ft M3 trtOT CSTITO^ ®^M3 4^ <t9rf%TO 'TOOT ^TTOl TOCf I 

^fiK R ’srrfirni^ m to cTOf firftr tow cTO^s cTOt 
OT fir I TOr^ 5 f%^ firo "j&^sOTw to i ’FfiTO«i' 

vffOT ^ltf% ijtr^ ^ij^-^^-fif, fi-15, ^’Ffii4lv6i OT^ 

I fiP^P'^TO ^rtl? ’TfTTO^ ^TOI fisfif f^lTR I TOl 

4tSc^ OTRTO^ fit'44'OT 4tCWM3 TOt^ #?? fil^^'S® TO%^ I B, T. “TOr 
^pn< TOTO0R4 ’'tfir*t fir^tf^ft f^fir ^f% ^1R i 4 ujr wi^rpron 
^ififlOT l e w TO R ^'3 fro TOTC^ OT fitTOR CTOf '3 TO ?1 

^1 I ^ C^ ^ TOt^fw TOfTOBR ^Q TTO^ 'STO R 4 ^ ^- 

TOP CTO ?rTO TOf^ ^Tft I fin ’ifir^OT TO TOc^ CRTOV 

^ firc^ CTO K1 C4R TO C^ ^5RC^ TOt^t TO?lR^ TOtft C^’STO I 
fro^tj 44 \ «tfirOT 4 ^"’ 4 ^ TO (R cTOt^ fifCTO ^ 6 to 5 

i^tcsT OT^rrtPPi ^^rfTO cTOTO toot to to ^^rtfiryffi TORC'^'s 

cTOra fic^S ^ (tot) I 4^ ^®tcTOir ’JfiR fir^rfi gtc^R ’?in- 
3R? ^It^-C^ftPn crop fifiR^, TOfi^'ClTt’t^, ^ITO TO? TO'^ 4(.fl 4^* 
cTOPr TO^, ^TO ^ 5 Ri, ^Jtfi^ ffecTOT ( 7 rf%* cTO^ fifc^ to i 

<3 "pPOT TOTO9 TOtfer 4^ TO? ^StS TO CTO C*fC*f fififR 

fV ? 4T^ fiF ft^TO 'Q 03tCTO OfC^3 \ 

fkro TOipr toot ^fifi 4 TO 8 4 ^ ♦tfiror^ tjfisfiR 

[ fif^^ ^ Jlfg^TO CTO, C?(t^l 

TO SOT *ipr CTO 5tfOT C?TO— 4TO ^ 4C*R 
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no UISUAHU iruil U'lULN'l’B. I^ZIST JUXOB, 

iKsr cvfc? tjh cvc^ 4^; <lijl'ani^ toti ’t'S sart 

ftc? (Tiiwt <a*CT?r ^ii^hr ■'^'•nwfOT 

Fl9^s Tc? irfesTm *ttra =v#»t ^ ftren^rt^ ^ i 'snt’ft 

^‘t'' lili '*l'33 l^ai ftnPIt< ^I'JI.^ ’TO 4^* TOT 

CT *» fro? ^*(T JltTO? C^ fros TO I *tTO irf^’TO 

eTO*rt ’ffir «tWB fro f%ni ’intf’iS to i '^*i9ift to, > 3 ^ «ttf% 

pwflr ^J(V5i *Rrmc?nf tpE? ^iijlt's f^tcs *iS'3^Tt®f '3 ’rt?rf*tc^ 'irPpFfif c^ 

’tfipiCT'r cro i>i«rHM 535 ;^ froc^^ ^ii 

’ififTW '©■ertt TO 'TORt ^ CTO T 

(?rfi^TO c«tcT '»RT »fr« *tfr5 *3 *iito#W 3J «rTOf% 

'O'Stfr '0 sEfe’sTOnr to f5R< "3 1 "aTOitTOa ipfro TO 

fifroRT TOT *rtira ftCH ^ TO^ I TOtpr CTOt^ ^ 

tfUSTTO' 'ifTOC't 5TOTO TOt'T TO TO^ I *tTO3r TO ?tTO?r ffeSJf 
^TO3f «RT Hffft C^ I CTO W?Snf f% TO CRT (RTO ? 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,84,74,000 under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the inefficiency 
of the police force and bribery as well. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, i<lTO TOTC^ (?tTO cn ’jfsTCn’T TO gin 0 C^Ftfij 6tTO 
ISTO ’'731 TO I ^tS’t'C’TC'^i: 'TO CTO Head><i ill’s ftlYl TO TO ?3< ’ll I 4^ TO TO 'TO' 
TO ecu? TO CC CTlTO *tlfl TOC^l 1tf% Ytf^ TO I fro CCsIl TO cnTO ItfTO 
’Jfrotc ’rrtrTOrTO ’to TOf^? ^ to^ i 'TOi to *tfiTrTO 
TO CTO iStTOCTC TOf TO TOI fTO 'TO’F TOI CCstl TO ’JfiH iilOT 
’TTOSI To, 4*; ISWf%C 'tfrotC TOC’S! TOY I 4?' tfTOT Ytfc 
’ETO ewTOf 'TOttuPf TOmr 'TO ’RU5 »ttfci CCTOY 4TO ’TfftTOC'm ClfTOC 
*lf®rtCY C^TO CYSCI TOI 4 fro <lf%1 4 CTO ' CCCC.H YCI tIXTOR CCfC YTOH 
Cl I ’TOTO CTO 2nd Officer iflcc C^TOC YCC CTOTO, YCCCfTO TO5 OtC) 

CTO cit<3 2nd Offioer<i|C Cl’S CCCCY Offioer-in-oharge file fen 'gy m i v T iinij® 
YTOH I CTO ’CtfC Cl Circle Officer ecTOC fcCY f’tCI 'C^TOC 'TOY YCCCC 

4C1 '3tC report cCCT police final report submit 'CTO I TO 4TO cfectc TO YCC: 
C t 'Sl Y TO fCTffro 'CtC-n 4Y Ct%'3TOarO CTtC*^ StYtf^ TO I ^ ^CT 

cictfl cTO fro 'cici TO TOs stfef^ ciJlfVTO «tiYi cr»3 ctro cto Ur's?! 

TO eft I 'TOCI eCTOte 4^ ’Ftewe CCC ’JfcCTO Cl’S f^C I ISHTO CCCC Y^Y- 
'®fc CetY TOI ^lYC fYY fetY! TOCt'STlfO CClY C*ftCC CtYtC 'StCI CtClCC’S ^fY CCCC 
CTO I TOm 'CfTO YCUS *ttfc 4C C’l^ TOUSl ’tfCCTO CCfYSl % I 

ITOTO TO 4Yi5 fCTO— -contarol4C YCC ’FfCYlTO Sf^ 'ClC! fcfTO TOt^ | 
’StCCY'S TO SliSC 4TOC TOCCi CTOCY TOC^ Cl I 4C CC^ TOPS! CYfC 
C^TO TOCT froPrtC Toy I 4i'ok'>i •Jfculc TOCCTO TOl control policy C"^'’'- 
H*t fWl CCT CICTY I 
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lfr.]|. M. A. ZAMAN ; Mr. Speakw, Sir, «(T51lT5tJI 'SIWJT TPIfl *ItCW 

4^ CTW '•Tf ’fPT ^tt’R C^f 

Mr. il^EAKER: Khan Bahadur, 1 think you had better oome oyer to 
this side for the time being. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head *‘20— Police** be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about ^the 
conduct of the police in enforcing control policy of the Government of 
Bengal. 

General Administration TOU Tft Sir Narimuddin 

^ police ^ offioialDr^r 

^ ^ ^ ^31515? ^ proper channel^iT through fro 

^ I f%PT 'srf^pm W 

I ^ wrPr Muslim 

League Sir Nazimuddin ^ 

^ ^ I tnf — proper channel^ 'siPTH fV ? 

'srmi ^rtPf channel^ ^ ^ wfi 

^ I f%W 6 ^ 

"tfin registered fgfS Magistrateii)^ 

^ C4C^® ftlSr 

Magistrate ^BfTCTI 1% I ^FtCW^ vijJ 

tpFt^ 4*fli)l?lOT ^'rtPpTT 

^ Sir Nazimuddin ^jadc^f^ '«r5T^ — 

^ ^ ^tcwh 

CT ^ ^ l ^ control policy 

’artr^ f^rc^ ^V^ denial policy ^i registration 

^ ^jf%c*nr w^sR '3 ^ <d'3TrtT tr’^r 1 1 ^rcig 

'4^**rC*(‘3 C^*T? ^*dd I 

i4?F^ ^ ^ ^ I -<7r I 

control policy 53TU3 — 

Mr. FAZI.UR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw your attention 
to the fact that Alhadj Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhuiy^ is sitting with mem- 
bers outside his group? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gyasuddin, for the time being will you please 
come over to this side of the House (pointing to the left). I will give my 
decision on this matter hereafter. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, Mr. Sycd Ahmed is also there. 

(Both Alhadj Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury and Mr. Byed Ahmed left 
the seats they were then occupying.) 

2U 
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•J. NARENDIIA NATH OAS 8UNTA : ^ 5 ^ control policy? CT 

frf^ I ^ ‘Wl T? <4?* 

Iffl3rf5t) \3 ^ ^ fejTt? (TT^IBI TO1%» f% 

I $51? 11? (TtW^fsT ^ct^C? 

?$? I ^<1? ^jfsH, TN (71^ ITOi ^ TO C^^ltC^r 4^ 

^ I 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr« OIASUDDIN AHMEDs Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “20— Police” !be reduced by 
Rs. 100, I move this in order to raise a discussion about failure of the 
Government to effect economy in police administration and to stop non- 
Bengalee appointments in Calcutta Police. 

Sir, '^far?! ^ TO TOPTT 

c«fc^ 4C^ ^ c^*f7 I 4Tf^ 0?^^ **11$ f%^T cnf^ 

m I ^tN^TtiT CWSft? administration ^ ^ ^ ^ 

4^ ^ I (7P^ ^ 

^ra ^ ^tn l Presidency Division police4^ 'SRT 5 ? t;|i 5 

W*f ^ I ^5TOl T!TO$ TOf| — f^rsTC^ TO ’Ttf^ TOPTT 
^5rvft^'<-t^TO <l^(c*fi 4^1 ^ (TTtr^ 

^ I ^ TO non«Bengalee? 7^0 

WCTO3 (TTl*^ I ^3 fes? ^TO^ ^ (7T«0- 

^ wPn cTO ^ \ (T?r»r 

(7T$ I 4$ ?tr3 ^5Tin ’TO 

4f^^ ^fjR'9#hr ?® Of'3^1 4^ ^tiP 4f^rT ?I8 OT ^ I 

4 $ ^fir? ^efC^ ^ ’jfipT 4 ^* ^?T OT^ 

TOn "TO <rtp? (7r$ ^ ^ ^rt$i 

cTC*^ c’rf^C’f ^TOF^*f I V5fc^ ®npTtTOc*f^ TO^^ 

public servant | t5fTO$ TOtTO:‘=f?r TO ^5tlOT TO I 4TO1 

4^ Ti>TO ^ T5t$ I c^srro loth March, 

^ 4^ TOCl^ I ^TOIm C5fC>^ TOtTOr^f^ 

TTt^rr^ frn c*f 3 TO ^i(trt?i *50 1 ( 7 t$tot totto^t to ft?n 

Ores ^RflTO TO TO police military ^sfDf? cWfTO?Prf% TO 

fire® TO5r TO I ’3tirfc3 to^toc«^t to ^ 1 ^ to (ttto ^jfro? 

WA!m TOT!^ I 4^ TO CTO 

tfRs f% TOT TOTO to <«TO I TO ^ ^sRItT TO%T 
S ♦rflartl TOT TOC^, < 71 $ -ftf% C*r 8 ?l ^S % 1 TOf$^ ? 1 ct? ^ 
^ «t$ TO tjrr TT^rtTO fTTPft fTOpn tot mcror TOs ^ «$ gtwr 
’t’P ^3 W^T Tl^RfCTT ?ff^ ^fTOT ^jbk ^41^ CT*f7 TOTO 1 CTOOIT 
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tstf^ crm TOicf 5<t?r ^TOt5t?r i TOPf 

^-5f5T c^ ^ ^ ^ '■refill 

^ tfT?i 0 ’rt^ ^ 

Rni wt5t^ ^ 'ij^; f^ftr c^Ttwf^ 

<nr 5twu3 (?f'<3Vi TOic^ I ^ aib tct ^Ttf%R oq^jtwfV 

Tpft^ 7Ttc^rT?r ^jTftU5 tr’^ crom ^ ^5tf^ to cOTTpi^jf, 

^arfsRtft ^ ^ tor torci^ i otT^rt^ ^ao ^®f <ft^ <lt^'«rt?rr5 

(TQnuTOTi:^ I '®rfT<3 tor rorc^ i 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about bribery and 
corruption amongst Traffic Police in Calcutta. 

Traffic polic&ij^ WO Station KOTCSf^ 

^ ^1 tol 8 CW% ^ TOT 

too TV! aw':>ow^ ^ 'iicr^^i to ^ ^Ttv ?ftotv 

'TtW ^ I ^ private driver 

a Traffic police CPWfT C5t^ ffi I vfT VCTtVV^^f CVfV TV Wt5tOT 

^■50 to ^ C^CVC*?7T I black-outiilT 'WS: ’f ‘i^WV ^ ^XS 

^ tor CT^«t Tf^l C^ CT (?FPT TT^ traffic constabletijT 

f|[eT 'srtoi, <il^ ^ '®rtVtT WOl ^ l Hon'bl^ 

Finance Minister^ij inflation of bribery fV ^0 ^ 

^ I "^rpn CT TTOi f%f% I VtT ofsf — 1 

fewn ffi c^ torof? ^ v^jTc^t vto to TO» to 

V^fipTl^StV '®iHy ^3^ V*’5rTf'3tT traffic police ^StDfV VffTl 

c^ I '^Tvfoto ’''TSTtbtT tow w F?rc^, cTO gtotv 

C5T^ I TOf C^<f^ CV pobtioal movement WV ^TOTV TO ^jto?r 

‘fieri TO TH^ — :CT3R wtotft TtTOV WVT "ItfiillCW tfCVl* 

wj? TV I to TOs to, c&f%, evt^ ^to?hr driverenv mnm to 
vrtoNTt T^tv wvT (iiwr tpTv cTO( WTOr c^ i to® TOrtv «iii?ff 

?f!f9 CTO (7T toev C'WS vto I TO? , *t to hawker ?itV1 JCfe 

TO to#t TO, C-5tfstofv TO ^ttottot^ ^3trw 5<1V direct or indirect 

taxation, CT traffic polioe^^ <il^ Tft statistics 

TOT5T ^ tom #tto Sales-tax Ti? CTOTO TfC? ^ to ^ 

TO to TOVl TO^TtTOI Agricultural income-tax to TOsftTO) TV 

tovs traffic police4V taxation VTO CTO? TOTOVl TV VI I 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, can I have just one 
minute to put*one question to the Hon'ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat, Dr. Sanyal? 
Mr. Skipwith. 

Mr. W. E. SKIPWITH: Sir, on every occasion on which a member of 
this party bas spoken on the subject of police we have urged the necessity 
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lor an increase in the strength of the force, but the arguments we have 
put forward in the past pale into insignificance in the light of the position 
in this province today. In spite of our hopes there has been no adequate 
increase in the strength pf the police force. It is true that the Range 
Reserve of 1,500 men has been re-eptablished but a reference to the Red 
Book shows that the comparatively small increase in police expenditure 
during 1942-43— some Rs. 37 lakhs — is almost entirely due to dearness and 
ration allowances which means that the force has not in fact increased in 
numbers to any appreciable extent. On the other hand, their duties have 
increased enormously. Some 10 per cent, of the police are employe^ on 
what might be described as military duties — the guarding of railways, 
bridges, protected areas and as security police for air-fields. This, Sir, 
is a drain on the meagre resources of this province which we feel is not 
justified and we trust that the Hon’ble Minister will take every step 
possible to have these duties taken over by the military authorities. 

In addition to these military duties the police force have been called 
upon to divert a lot of their energies to A.R.P. work and duties in con- 
nection with food control, destitutes and rice convoying, etc. The latest 
imposition, and one on which I wish to dwell for a moment, has been in 
connection with the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinance and 
already we have heard in this House criticism for their failure to bring 
more recalcitrants to book. We agree, Sir, that there is scope for vast 
improvement in this respect but, at the same time, we deplore the fact 
that the Commerce and Labour Department are unable to provide indepen- 
dent machinery for this work. We also deplore, Sir, the inadequacy of 
the courts for the trial of these cases. In our opinion, the co-operation 
of the general public, which is absolutely essential if this Ordinance is 
to be effective, will not be forthcoming if they, and with them, the prose- 
cuting police officers are kept waiting for cases to be brought up in the 
already congested courts. If the police must be employer to implement the 
provisions of this Ordinance then it is doubly important that special courts 
with summary procedure to try hoarding and profiteering cases be set up 
and We hope the Hon’ble Minister will give this matter his close attention. 

With such a vast expansion in their duties and no corresponding increase 
in their strength is it any wonder that crime and undetected crime is on 
the increase tooP I do not think the Hon’ble Minister will deny that 
daooities have increased tenfold in recent months but to claim that this 
is due to slackness or inefficiency on the part of the police showe a lack of 
realism. With prices at their prevailing inflated levels and with a general 
scarcity of consumers’ goods there must be an added incentive to dacoity, 
and to make their task even more difficult there has been no improvement 
in police communications. It is, for instance, a most astounding fact that 
the police are apparently unable to obtain anything like adequate supplies 
of coal for their river craft. 

Finally, Sir, I wish to express to our police force the congratulations 
of this party fot the uncomplaining manner in which they have struggled 
16 uphbld the law and order in this province under such great difficultiea 
mi with «o very little oo-operation from those they seek to serve. 
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Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: May I have one minute for putting one 
question? 

Mr. SPEAKER! Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I have nothing to say. 

Dr. 60BINDA CHANDRA BHAUMIK : HMIW 

I tjtcsf 

C5Tt^ I cg| i ^c »nr ^ i 

fV ^stmr <ft^, Fm, ^ fSrto 

firC^ I a55>^s I 

c«i l '^ ' c^ ^ :)0 ^‘=f i Ttc^ cwf c^rtu^ 

case «ftni? ^ 'odnhc.vsiJ ftt>tW 

^ 3 f]Tf^ special police V5tC^^ CJtW ^01 C?fCfe 

^ifsRTI f?C^ I <i?Hl I 

TO c^, c^ ^fti::^ ^ 

^ ^ I hfiTC?^ I C’T^iTC^ 

-5f^ ^ (TTotC^t 5tf%niC5, August movement 

(ttstitt 'q\sjlb(^ cfH ’rfSsj^H 

C^f^li ^ <71 ‘iJ^N b^415^ttl 

C^C^I 

Sir Nazimuddinr^ ^<yfC\* Ft^ C’T^ltH fs*fH 
Ft^, ^St^rCcT ^rf^T’ftiT a (TT'^ltC^ l\L^ t^, 

<3r?rft ^C'^IvsK HKC^ ‘5^* C^’^lH^T'iS '®Htf% I 

’it^ ^srs w '®RTt^ tot ‘'jfronT 

TO71 I (TTTOf "nOT froi 

vtc^ <lWi TOfc^ I ^frot? ’rfePFlOT ^ ^ '3 ?rfft 

im ^5tTOT f^P^^l^rStC^ ^ftW ^fTOf 'TOFt^ TO ^ I 

ii y ^f^ (TTFl, ’TtC^ !!pFI ^TOT VslW CTQin C5t^ 

TtTOfiT ^ CTO, ^5tTO ^ ^ ^ I 
Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED : 5j^ firstC-jm subcMPdinat* 

pc^oe^^t^ inspector, sub-inspector downwards, direct snperior TOTp 

inspeotoTB, «ii? inspector OT lower rank cTO FO“ol^lo“ firc^ mi — 
old criminals c^ V 1 iRi I 

meeting C^tTflfip Sir Naadmuddin Cf[t^ president %3R, 
Commissioner of Polioe ffSP^, Inspector-General of Police %sT5n (TT^ 
f5fq^ tp^ ^ ini CTf cerUSn per cent of inspectors recruit ipff! TO from 
B.C.S. Examination. uf^T InspeotOT-Oeneral of polioe ^ TOf?C«p | 

feft tiWft I 1^ ^ ^nm efficiency lfc^ ijlw I 

offikMitifV seilnrei^M^ TO t Tgll iKmesOy ^ :f7C^ I c^ 
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#*rT^ C’W ^ 5f4anQ honestly ^ 5»|tc^ 5^ I 

eonstableC?^ recruitment confined I 

<iTr? ?n i ow^ ^ 

Chief Ministerfii^ ’V^TSt? I portfolio ^ 

^1, tlX^FT^ W? iTKI tfnrtW^ ^ftrs nepotism <i|^ 

dishonesty g-^pr ^ m I 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYALs Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I put one or 
two questions to the Hon'ble Home Minister? As the time at my disposal 
is very short, I will only confine myself to inviting his attention to one 
or two specific cases and asking him what he advises me to do in the 
circumstances. 

On Monday, the 17th January at 8-25 p.m. while I was coming out of 
Howrah Station I noticed one fellow was collecting some tips from a number 
of hackney carriage drivers and rickshaw pullers. I caught hold of oUe 
young fellow while he was actually collecting tips and there were two 
constables near about, namely, Nos. 20 and 69. I asked them to arrest 
the fellow and they refused. Then, Sir, I took that rickshaw puller from 
whom the money was actually collected in my presence to the Government 
Bailway Police Office at Howrah and along with me was Dr. Ukil, a very 
respectable citizen of Calci^tta, and we lodged the cohiplaint formally. 
The rickshaw puller’s name is Gokai llabidas of 19, Haradas Lane, Chore- 
bagan police-station. The matter was duly reported. The man was 
searched in our presence, and a number of small coins and anna bits were 
discovered from him. At first he tried to explain by saying: ‘‘This is my 
own money” And then he practically admitted that he had collected such 
money. The two police constables were sent for and they came to the 
thana and said that • though they were there they noticed nothing and 
although I requested them to arrest the man they could not arrest him 
because that particular spot where the man was actually collecting was 
in charge of another constable who just went out for taking tea. The 
Inspector of the Howrah Station came after this incident on his having 
been asked to come. The Inspector took the thana officer to task for 
having taken this matter up without his permission. There the matter 
ended. I formally lodged the complaint; I wrote out the complaint and 
Dr. Ukil also signed his name and gave his address. That was on the 17th 
January. Up to date I do not know what action has been taken and 
whether Government propose to take any action. There have been also 
similar other occurrences brought to the notice of members at Sealdah and 
nothing has been done so .far. The matter was brought to a head a few 
years ago when the then Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, took drastic 
steps and for some time it appeared that the evil had been checked. But 
Sir, since then matters have again become worse. 

In the mufassil also we have noticed that evdft bond fide reports to the 
thana made by respectable citisens regarding black marketing or profiteer- 
ing are not taken any notice of and this has been the case'I)oth at B^rham- 
pore as well as at Erishnagar. Certain police officers who were oompkined 
•gainst were for a time temporarily kept \mder snryeillance but, 8ir, no 
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iMsiital ft^p kas been taken. 1 would like to know from the Hon^bk 
Kinieter what is the remedy of an ordinary humble law-abi^g oitiien in 
such caioeP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the time at my disposal 

is very ^ort. So I shall try to confine myself to one or two points that 
haye ^en raised today. 

I will begin by informing Dr. Sanyal that his proper course should 
have been, if he had found that nothing had been done to speak to the 
Superintendent of Police. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 spoke to the S. P. Branch. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The S. P., Howrah, has no 
jurisdiction over the Railway Police. Dr. Sanyal knows this very well. 
The Railway Police is different from the District Police and that area is 
under the jurisdiction of the Railway Police. There is one S. P. 
(Railways) at Howrah and another at Sealdah. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: What are you going to do after 
hearing this? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If only Mr. Gupta had 
waited he would have got the answer. His question is not a relevant 
question at all. Dr. Sanyal wanted to know what he should do and I have 
told him what his duty was. 1 do not think 1 am called upon to give a 
reply to Mr. Gupta. (Mr. Jogesu Chandiu Gupta; Keep quiet then.) 
My policy is that when complaints are brought to my notice I immediately 
call for report, I have made it abundantly clear to the Inspector-General 
of Police and the Commissioner of Police that we must have all complaints 
properly investigated, and if in any case the police are found to be in the 
wrong they must be punished. On the other hand, while we hear com- 
plaints about police there are occasions when though the police have taken 
action no appreciation is shown by the members of this House or by the 
public. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That shows that action was not 
justified.) 

Sir, it has been stated by a member of the European Group tjiat the 
police have had a very trying time. There has been a very large increase 
in crimes. The number of police at the present time is hopelessly inade- 
quate. We 'have tried to increase the numbef but the capacity for 
expansion is limited to the facilities available for training in the province. 
We cannot recruit any number of police as and when we want. We have 
got to give them training and for that facilities are required in places 
where we can give training. We have extended our training establish- 
ments both in Calcutta and Sarda to the utmost extent. It is not possible 
to do any more until we have one or two more training centres. The 
proposal for a temporary training centre has been discussed by the Inspector- 
General of Police and if it is feasible we shall try and establish training 
centres and increase the number of police. There is no doubt that at the 
present time more police is required, (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: What 
about Home Guards?) As far as Home Guards are concerned the members 
mtting opposite have complained about Home Guards. I think in most 
^boes the Home Guards are doing very good work and during my touia 
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1 h&re received reports from the members of the public that the Home 
Guards have been helpful in putting down crimes and patrolling and in 
coming to the help of the public on occasions when their help was needed. 
But the Home Guards cannot actually fulhl all the duties of the police. 

As regards the question raised abo^t Midnapore district and particularly 
Tamluk area, honourable members have listened to the complaints, but 
there is also another side to the story. In that area innocent persons are 
being regularly kidnapped and murdered. If honourable members have 
said “shame, shame” to the alleged excesses in December, I do not think 
it is much worse than kidnapping people and killing them. Not only are 
people being kidnapped but they are being blackmailed. Money is being 
extorted from them and they are terrorised to a great extent. While dis- 
cussing with one gentleman who made this complaint about the alleged 
police excesses I gather that the attitude of the local people seems to be 
this: “If we give information to the police we lose our life. If we do not 
give information to the police the utmost thing that can happen is ducking 
in cold water”, I would like the honourable members to realise that the 
conditions in the Tamluk area are very bad. (Cries of “Question, question” 
from the Opposition Benches.) The remedy that was suggested by honour- 
able members opposite was that all these persons should be released. I 
find great difficulty in accepting that because evidently at the time when 
these people were put in jail the representatives of the Opposition Benches 
were in power. They thought that these people were responsible for the 
trouble in Midnapore and therefore they were put under arrest and detained 
by them. It is also our report that to a very large extent the people there 
were responsible for the very serious situation that was created at that 
time, I do not see how we can at present take the risk of releasing these 
people and be sure that the same thing will not occur again. What is the 
guarantee that these things will not occur again, as long as the attitude 
of the Congress Party in Midnapore, the Official Congress themselves have 
not accepted the position that they will not do anything of that sort in 
Midnapore hereafter 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTAS What do you mean? WiU not 
that help you in ducking them in cold water? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: As they have not yet 
accepted that position it is not possible. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY; Is that your dictum or 
fatwa? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khurela Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a very important 
question and I have discussed it with some members. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Call a roimd table conference and see 
that these things are settled once for all. 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Tha Hoii’bli Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Unless there is some kind ef 
deolaratian from the Official Congress Party and we are satisfied that there 
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is no iikeliliood of future trouble I find very^ great difficulty in agreeing 
to the release of these people. That is the only solution that haa been 
put forward. 

As far as the police is concerned I am prepared to hold an enquiry and, 
if there had been any excesses, to punish the people, but let me ask the 
members opposite what are they goin’g to do to help in stopping murders 
and kidnapping? Vrill they not go and tell the people to stop these things,? 

Mr. KIRON 8ANKAR ROY: The Congress takes no responsibility for 
murders. If you give names we shall enquire. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: And I have made my posi- 
tion clear and I think that now the responsibility rests on the people of 
Midnapore and those who are responsible for the organisation of theirs. • 

.As regards the other point raised about the enrolment of Bengalees in 
the police, I can assure the House that so far as the uparined branch is 
concerned,’ none but Bengalees are being taken in in the Bengal Police as 
far as my information goes, and it is only in those cases where we cannot 
get recruits from amongst the Bengalees that the police authorities come 
up to us for recruiting non-Bengalees. (Dr. Nai.inaksiia S.tNYAt, : What 
about the constabulary P) The constabulary in the Bengal Police is almost 
entirely Bengalee. 

Sir, we have a great difficulty in getting the right type of recruits for 
the Calcutta Police. We deputed an Indian Deputy Commissioner of 
Police to the districts of Bengal to try and get recruits fitted with the 
qualifications that were required, but the result has not been to our expecta- 
tion But I am not yet prepared to accept that nor do 1 accept that we 
cannot have Bengalees for the Calcutta Police. My attitude is that after 
the war is over when there will be no dearth of men, in the armed branch 
and in the police force, we shall have none but Bengalees in future. 

Mr. HABIPADA OHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, may 1 put only one 
question to the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin? Is he going to make an enquiry 
into the affairs in Midnapore and arrest those police officers who are working 
as goondas under the Security Prisoners’ rule? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. I cannot allow it. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Bs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Haripada Chattopadhyay that the demand of 
Bs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Patiram Boy that the demand of Bs. 2,84,74,000 
for expenditure under the head “29— PoUce” be reduced by Bs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Dae Gupta that the demand of 
Ba. 2 84,74,000 for expenditure tmder the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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’ The motion of Mr, Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of Es. 2,84,74,000 
lor expenditure under the head “29 — ^Police’' be reduced by Es. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that, the demand of 
Es. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under /the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Es. 2,84,74,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police”, 
was then put and agreed to. 

28— ilails and Conviot Settlements. 

The Hon’ble IChwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Es. 1,10,05,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments”. 

Mr, CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 1,10,06,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Es. 100. I move this in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to release all political 
prisoners. 

'nrfsr TO ’rtHV 5010, »fta 

’TOflTT (?r^ JR JtRlTiP C5RR irfsn otc?, 'SRl ct f% 

151 srws I ^ ^5tm hr tohs wihi 'srtew, cTO 

H?ttt ■sfrtil’ri’f 

Bengal Assemblyij jo SR HRO TOTCl I 

(RtH Cft*R ifefltTT CH^fl HR HI CH fHHl f<b)cH HtHHt^ HfHf 

'•rftH' hHi tnr 1 

>3^ TO Hfin Ht« HPR%HH TO ^ CHfCH%HH CH political prisoners- 

m TO CTOH, tsR CTO HR"! CHHOS HI I TOR fHTO 

HfH H^HtCH TO HWC5I TOTH <3^ HH TOhIR'HH C*(i:^ I TOf 

TO CHCl »H' HTOlft TOC^, TORI, TO ^ TO CTO TO 

TO RtTO ’ItaHI HtCS^ CH^ ’PRS H'?lcH3, HtCR 

OTTO CTO TOHfCH, TO organisation wtCH iStm hR ^ OTaHI 5H, TOCH 
OTTO TO TO CTO <3ii5t1R TORICir TO H U 'RI ^Cig HHH SRH HTOSl HI I TO 
TOH In' TOT &»Hn TOO® TO IMUS HH, TO TOH TOT 

OfTO FtTOS I >3^ HlH^fiRar i3HH TO ?f5CS{ I iSfftlJI RRITO HtJHl 

iflCHHjTR 80 HfH HTOJI ftro TOH Hl^HR CH31 "RSRTO RfST »t%iS 
fW TOR CTO ’"{HI CTOIH Hlif I <3^ TO HlfWTO TOIffRCTO 03lc6 Assensblyt® 

uKHCTO, i^tCTO RftHf TOR TOHfHRCTO RftTO TO I 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to moTe that 
the demand of Es. 1,10,05,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails 
and Convict Settlements” be reduced by, Es. 100, to raise a discussion 
about the indilerence and want of alertness on the part of the Government 
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to att^4 to complaints regarding jail administration and liighiiandedneBa 
of the jail officials. 

Sir, once again I say to the Hon'ble Minister that please take note of 
matters placed before the Assembly by each and every member, examine 
and investigate into them and then discard those which you find to havjB 
no importance and foundation and take up those which require considera* 
tion and remedy. Please do not try to silence our voice by telling that 
we are all crisis-mongers, that we do not sincerely feel for the real causa 
but we speak of failures of the Government and exaggerate matters only 
to bring them down. Please also do not replace the method of deciding 
questions here by constitutional methods, namely with votes, by the method 
of deciding questions by duels and physical force. That is neither suitable 
nor befitting the dignity of this House and the honourable members who 
adorn the benches of this House. Without much comment, Sir, I shall, 
now, place facts for the consideration of the House. 

Sir, I must at the outset admit that the Hon’ble the Chief and Home 
Minister and his two Parliamentary Secretaries, namely, Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali and Mr. K. Nasarullah, took some interest in dealing with 
the cases of the security jmsoners in different jails brought to their notice 
by. me on several occasions. In many cases out , of those referred to them 
allowances already granted have been increased, fresh allowances granted 
and some released. They also acknowledged my letters though with great 
regret I must say that the ITon’ble Mr. B. P. Pain did not even reply to 
any of my letters. We, therefore, accord our thanks to the HoiCble the 
Chief Minister and his Parliamentary Secretaries for what they have done 
for the security prisoners, but I must also say that there are yet many 
more things left undone. 

During the regime of this Ministry there were three assaults on the 
security prisoners — one on the 25th April, 1943, in the Presidency Jail, 
one some time in May, 1943, in the Alipore Central Jail and the third on 
the 29th December, 1943, in the Rajshahi Central Jail. These incidents 
were promptly brought to the notice of the Ministers but they did not move. 
They did not think it proper to visit the jails and investigate into those 
matters nor did they bring the culprits to book. In Rajshahi the assauH 
was on the sick prisoners in the hospital ward. After the assault the sick 
prisoners who required special treatment and care were forcibly put into 
condemned cells. Vindictiveness of the jail authorities could not go 
further. 

Sir, one ordinary Muhammadan prisoner w'as forced to drink a mixture 
of urine and night-soil in the Diuajpur Jail. Pointed attention was drawn 
to this by me in the last budget session and an investigation was promised 
but nothing has been done yet by the Government. 

Bijoy Adhikary, a boy of very tender age, arrested in August, 1942, 
has turned altogether insane. He has been in a cell with ordinary insane 
criminals in the Dum Dum Jail. No medical treatment worth the name 
has been given to him. If proper care had been taken in time, this poor 
boy would not have turned stark mad. 
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, Kiunud Babu, another aecnrity prisoner, is in jail from 1932. His 
release was due in 1942 but he was arrested at the jail gate on release and 
is in the Bum Dum Jail in a deranged condition of brain. 

Sj. Sitala Bhattacharya, another convicted political prisoner with life 
sentence in the Bajshahi Jail, has also become insane. The usual term of 
life sentence has in this case as well as inf 'the cases of Sjs. Jogendra Hasra 
and Kanan Goswami expired; yet they are detained. The conditions of 
health of Sjs. Arun Banerji, Bimal Chatterji, Bisweswar Sinha, Saral Guha, 
Badhika Das, Babindra Sikdar and Krishnagopal Lahiri — all in the 
Bajshahi Jail and of Sj. Pannalal Mitra in the Presidency Jail — are very 
precarious. The Civil Surgeon or the medical officer concerned and the 
Jail Superintendent, after examination,' recommended their removal to the 
Medical College for proper treatment and examination by experts but the 
Government did not pay any heed to it. 

Mrs. Leela Boy, Mrs. Labanyaprova Das Gupta, Miss Shaila Sen — all 
in the Dinajpur Jail — are suffering from serious diseases for a long time. 
Mrs. Boy’s health condition is causing alarm, but nothing has been done 
to give them proper medical aid though these facts have been brought to 
the notice of the Government long ago. 

Sj. Soumyendru Nath Tagore is seriously ill in the Dum Dum Jail. 
X-ray examination disclosed colitis. The report of the Civil Surgeon from 
the United Provinces where Mr. Tagore was before his transfer to Dum 
Dum reveals complications of heart. He has bronchial lungs and lost 
^bout 40 lbs. in weight. 

Sj. Nagendra Chakravarty was surgically operated upon twice for 
appendicitis and requires to be operated upon for the third time. His 
condition is extremely precarious. 

Sj, Monoranjan Dutta in the Dum Dum Jail, Sjs. Nitai Jana and 
Brojendra Das in the Presidency Jail are either confirmed or suspected 
tubercular patients, but expert advice and proper treatment have not been 
arranged for them. 

Sj. Nripati Chatterji in the Midnapore Jail has almost completely lost 
his hearing power. He was recommended the use of an apparatus to help 
his audition, but though a very long time has passed, none cared to find 
an apparatus for him. 

Sj. Surendra Ghosh in the Midnapore Jail has been continuously 
suffering from low fever, Sj. Pratap Massumdar in the Buxa Jail from 
blood pressure, Sj. Prafulla Tripathy from skin disease and Sj. Jyotish 
Guha in the Presidency Jail from obstinate lumbago. There is also the 
case of Sj, Sitesh Chandra Kar, who is developing insanity. Pandit 
Dharanath Bhattacharyya in the Presidency Jail is suffering from palpita- 
tion of heart and vertigo. He is aged 62 years. 

Sir, none cares to give them any attention. If the Government are 
unable to arrange for proper and timely medical aids to them, then they 
should release them and others who are suffering from various diseases. 
Bo not please kill them inch by inch inside the jails separated from their 
mothers, wives and near and dear ones. 
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Delal^i disposal of potitions for family allowance is causing immense 
liardsliip and difficulties to the dependant members. Cases are many where 
allowanoae have not been granted even after two or three years of their 
arrest and detention and even allowances, when granted, were not allowed 
from the dates of their arrest. 

Sir, I shall give a few instances where allowance has not been granted 
and even when granted, was not granted from the date of their arrest. 
Sjs. Pramatha Nath Banerji, Midnapore, ex-M.L.c., Makhan Lai Sen, 
Amar Gopal Nandi, m.a., Birendra Sinha, Kiilada Chakravarty. Biswanath 
Mukherji, Arun Banerji, Sukumar Chakravarty, TTpendra Chowdhury, 
Badhagobinda Sarkar, Manmatha Nath Chakravarty, Ksheinesh Chatterjee, 
Satis Biswas, Hemanta Kumar Bose, Phanindrabhushan Dutt, Pandit 
Dhara Nath Bhattacharya, Sohanlal Misra and Shyama Charau Biswae 
have not yet been granted any allowance though they applied for it times 
without number and I submitted lists of their names several times. Sj. 
Prafulla Tripathy and Sj. Nripati Chatterji, though arrested about four 
years back, have only very recently been granted very inadequate allow- 
ances but not from the dates of their arrest. Kumari Atasi Devi, niece 
of Nripati Babu, a student in the (lovernment Weaving Institute, was a 
dependant of Nripati Babu and she has not been granted any allowance 
yet. I have given the names by way of illustration only, for it is not 
possible to give an exhaustive list of names who have not either been 
granted allowance or granted allowance but not from the dates of their 
arrest. 

Sir, I shall now cite the names of prisoners who have been granted 
ridiculously inadequate family allowances. 

Sj. Kshitish Chandra Kundu, Bum Dum Jail, with 13 dependants — 
Bs. 10, Sj. Bamachadan Chakravarty, Presidency Jail, with 6 dependants 
and with a rented house in Calcutta, — Bs. 75. Sj. Pramatha Banerjee, 
Faridpur Jail, with 6 dependants — Bs. 38. Sj. Pramatha Chakravarty, 
Advocate, with 7 dependants and a rented house in Calcutta — Bs. 150. 
Sj. Swarna Mitra, with 4 dependants — father, mother, wife and a child — 
B«. 15. Sj. Bhupendra Bhattacharya with his old father, mother, (J minor 
brothers and sisters, wife and a daughter — Bs. 10 and then raised to Bs. 20. 
Sj. Anil Boy, m.a., b.l., for his mother — Bs. 10 or Bs. 15. Sj. Nirmal 
Boy, M.A., and Parimal Boy, m.a., both brothers under detention, with 
70 years' old-father and 3 minor brothers — Bs. 20. Sj. Ahinash Chandra 
Bose with 5 dependants — Bs. 40 and then raised to Bs. 60. They have 
Bold ornaments and incurred debts. There are many such families of 
security prisoners in Bengal who have sold their ornaments and are now 
starving. Sj. Babindra Sanyal, Pleader, with five dependants and a rented 
house in Calcutta — Bs. 60. Sj. Pratul Gobinda Deb with 4 or 5 dependants 
— Bs. 10 or Bs. 15. Sj. Gouranga Das witb 4 or 5 dependants — Bs. 15. 
Mr. Krishna Chatterji — Bs. 10 to Bs. 15 for his mother and Sj. Sihapada 
Mukherji — Bs. 30 for a large family. 

This sort of ridiculously low allowance has been like adding insult to 
injury and actually the last named geuilemau has asked the Government 
to cancel this allowance. Family allowance should also be continued to be 
paid for six mouths or so after release for the reason that employment 
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^Iresdy lost cannot be obtained as soon as one is released. Sj. Mani Das 
and Sj. Nripendra Bay released with restriction orders on them haye already 
applied for such allowance. Allowance is granted alter long delay bnt 
payment again is deferred. Sj. Jamini K. Goswami though released has 
not yet been paid his arrear allowance, which accrued due to him during 
his detention. Hindi dailies in spite of repeated demands hare not been 
supplied to only Hindi-knowing security prisoners. Though there is a 
provision for temporary leave in emergent circumstances, leave has not been 
granted to any except to one or two prisoners even when the leave was 
asked by the prisoner on sufficient grounds. Enquiries in this respect are 
invariably delayed, so much so, that reports reach the authorities after the 
deaths of the parents and relations of the security prisoners for which 
leave was asked. 

It has been announced by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that with 
the exception of furniture all articles given to the security prisoners are 
their personal properties. The Inspector-General of Prisons in disregard 
of this policy announced by the Chief Minister is inviting troubles by 
asking the jail authorities to take back old cloths, shirts, etc., before issuing 
new ones. This is certainly against the orders of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. Trouble is brewing in the Dum Dum Jail over this question. 
Series of letterll have been addressed to the Hon’ble Home Minister but 
no heed is being paid to it. From the 15th February last about a dozen 
security prisoners in the Presidency Jail are taking half meal by way of 
protest against the orders of the Government in refusing contribution by 
* the security prisoners to the non-official relief committees from their dietary 
allowances. This fact was also brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Home 
Minister but to no effect. Things should not be allowed to continue like 
this especially when some of the Caste Hindu Ministers gave the public 
to understand that they were in the Ministry to set right all wronga 
regarding political prisoners. 

Please release them all and bring an end to all troubles. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Blbu RADHANATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,10,05,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about the general maladministration in the jails of Bengal. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the object of my cut motion is to bring to the notice 
of the Government that worst state of affairs with regard to the administra- 
tion of jails are existing in this province. There has not been any change 
in the matter. Notice of the Government has been drawn to this effect, 
times without number, but it was of no avail. The Government always 
have turned a deaf ear to the grievances of prisoners brought to the notice of 
the tGovernment by the members of this House, 

The pitiable and painful conditions of the division III prisoners under 
which they are made to stay in jails call for a change. And this change is 
very earnestly required. J’hey are considered as not human beings and the 
treatihent that is meted out to them does not comply srith any sort of 
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ireaiaiflSlt tliat can be tonnd to exist between man and man. Improvement 
ebonld be made as regards tbeir food, their receiving more letters from their 
rdatiflNl ^d sending more to them, in the matter of their medidal treatment 
and virions other matters with regard to them. It should be made clear 
that in jail hospitals the division III prisoners should be considered equally 
with other prisoners and there should be no differential treatment between 
different classes of prisoners in jails. This I say, Sir, only because I have 
seen with my own eyes that the lives of division III prisoners are not 
considered as lives of human beings at all, but that of some other beings. 
This is a very deplorable state of affair. 

Then, Sir, as regards accommodation I should like to say something. In 
the jails of Bengal there is overcrowding to a very large extent and conse- 
quent lack of accommodation and the Government know it quite well. 
The Government have been knowing it since four years ago, but in spite of 
that nothing has been done to remove this difficulty. Specially the cases 
of undertrial prisoners are very miserable so far as this overcrowding is 
concerned, and the Government are totally ignoring the rules of Jail Code 
so far as this matter is concerned. So also. Sir, in the matter of providing 
the prisoners with clothings, utensils and various other matters the Govern- 
ment are not complying with the eTail Code rules. The Government with 
regard to this matter replied last year that due to some untoward cir- 
cumstances they could not take proper measure to accommodate the 
prisoners, they could not give sufficient utensils, clothings, etc., to the 
prisoners. But may I now say, Sir, that those untoward circumstances have 
now changed to some extent but still the conditions of the prisoners with 
regard to the matters mentioned above are still remaining quite the same. 
This cannot be changed with the change of circumstances, because they 
were found to exist in jails when such unwanted and untoward circumstances 
with regard to food and various other matters that have been brought about 
by the war, were not in existence formerly. These malpractices and mal- 
administration in jails can only be changed with the change of heart. If 
iGovemment be pleased to take a sympathetic turn of mind in looking after 
the cases of prisoners, then and then only the conditions of prisoners will 
be changed, otherwise not. 

Then, Sir, as regards the jail hospitals I have many things to say but 
time will not permit me to do that. Last year the Home Minister said in 
reply^ when demand for grant on this very subject was under consideration 
by this House, that everything against jail hospitals was untrue. I say, 
Sir, tiat that very statement of the Hon’ble Minister was totally without 
any foundation. We have got the first-hand knowledge of the treatment of 
m^cal officers towards the prisoner patients in jails. I ask the Hon^ble 
Minister to go to jails sometimes and see these things with his own eyes. 
The medical officers are utterly callous and indifferent towards the patients 
and not only that they do not properly diagnose the cases and before doing 
any diagnosis they treat them and as a consequence many of the prisoners 
dSe before proper medical treatment is meted out to them. I again repeat, 
Sir, as I said last year that due to this eallousness and indifferent treatment 
on the part of medical officers and other high officials of the Alipore Central 
Jail one of' our friends Mt. Madan Gopal Joebi died before any real and 
proper medical treatment was arranged for him. 
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Then, Sir, there is stealing in jails on which I do not want to dilate* 
This is known to all the members as well as the Government. What I want 
to say is that the Government will not be able to bring about good manage- 
ment and better administration in jails unless and until they take a 
sympathetic turn of mind towards this matter. 

Drt 8ANAULLAH : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,10,05,000 
for expenditure under the head ^*28 — ^Jaiis and Convict Settlements’^ be 
reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about jail administration and 
treatment towards ordinary convicts. 

Sir, the point that I want to stress is this. The more we spread educa- 
tion, specially religious education, the less we would require jails and the 
less would be the huge expenditure required at present for the administration 
of jails. Generally, thieves, if they go to jails, become dacoits; and when 
they come back they generally get more adherents to their cult and take 
recourse to more violent methods. So, instead of spending money on 
construction and administration of jails, if we divert this amount towards 
spreading education specially religious education both in and outside the 
jails and if we subsidise the Ulemas and Pandits to spread religious education 
as is generally done even today without subsid}^ in rural areas by Maulvis 
and Mollas, they will, us a matter of fact, render more service to the rural 
people than even the police. Because their work is preventive and the 
police function is generally post-mortem. When an occurrence has already 
taken place, then the police come there and they generally take bribes from 
both sides and a case is nominally started. From personal experience, I 
can tell the House that in the broad daylight a boat of molasses (gur) 
was looted in a certain place by a notorious gangster. The police came 
there, put their camp, and stayed there for several days, rather weeks, 
investigated the matter but in the long run everybody got scot-free and 
nothing was done except waste of public money. On the other hand, if 
Maulvis, Ulemas and Pandits, the real religious leaders of rural people, 
are engaged on this work both in and outside the jails and if they are given 
living subsistence allowance by Government, they will work wonders. After 
hearing religious discourses, all these people would shed tears. The fear 
of God Almighty is there and they would become immune to this sort of evil 
propensity. By taking them to jail and feeding them at a great cost, the 
Government will be simply wasting money which the law-abiding citizens 
are called upon to pay, specially this year, to the extent of Rs. crores. 
This is a wrong approach to the problem. In another way if we really try 
to imitate the divine rule by making more deterrent the punishment for this 
sort of crimes, there would be less criminals and it is certainly not to the 
credit of the Legislature that common people should break the law and 
undergo the punishment. It is not to the credit of a medical practitioner 
that he should allow his patients to die. It is certainly a discredit to a 
doctor that a patient should die while under his treatment. In the same 
way, it is a discredit to the Legislature — not to the law courts but to the 
makers of laws— that they could not make the punishment so deterrent that 
the ordinary people do not commit the offence at all. So, from that point 
of view there should be alteration in the field of legislation. The best ideal 
for i« what is set by Islam as embodiea in the holy Quoran, We are 
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only htumia beings and to err is human. We are always subject to mrring. 
If we simply keep to the divine law as it is done in Arabia, it would be 
better for the world. 

Mr. AIDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I do hope that the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister does not follow the direction given by the speaker who has 
preceded me. He has talked of the Quoran and he has talked of many things. 
I feel that even in the day of Rasoolullah there were people whose hands 
were cut off for theft and there were people who were stoned to death and 
there were people who were punished for other crimes. The moral influence 
to which the honourable member who spoke before me referred has been tried 
the world over without effect. But, Sir, I would again appeal to the 
Hon^ble the Home Minister through you not to put any Ulama on that task. 
The Persian saying is : 

^ f ^ 

When they go into privacy they do other things. 

We have lost complete and entire faith in that type of humanity whom 
we have begun to call Ulama. The Ulama of that type, Sir, stand completely 
disgraced and condemned in the eyes of all Mussulmans not only in India 
but all over the Muslim world. Any possible chances of an improvement of 
the psychology of the poor criminal are bound to fail. I have nothing to 
say as to what the Pandits will do because my experience of Pandits is 
limited. But what is known as the Ulama tribe among us, I have seen in 
Turkey, in Syria, in Palestine, in Egypt and in this unfortunate country. 
There is no priesthood in Islam. We do not want Muslim Padris and 
Pandits among us and I hope the Hon’ble the Home Minister will have 
nothing to do with that type in our society, 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : TOT m 

8 I TORT 
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CTO TO T) I 

i^toOTi TO, Ttfr crftfhp I ^ totnq toto TT f^ ^fror i Ttfic^ 
\%) ftTTl TO M 3 TOT# TtTOF ^TOTOCT#TO| TTTtSTfTTl 
:)C\ 6 tn TOn ttof cTO Mstn ^s-TO^TO to crf^^iftYT c^' 3^1 
TO vii^ TO ^ TO ^1 TTOtC^ C’f*'t% Tl I 

TO:t5 OTTR Ttp TtTO CTOCTt-sf TOC^ I f%fT TO TtRj T1 T1 

TO w*r TT^ ftc^nri 

TRrtlli "T^tTO TO^T, TOT TO TO CT^, 'aitRr ^ frrtS 
TOStTCrfV TjTl MB CTOI CTOT TO eTO CTCT I TO] TOMfef 

TftCTT ^f^*T Tim ^TTlT Spnif CTFTT TfsSTC*] ^XTT T*^CTf^C«TT ^tT] ’aftW ^ yfV . 

ir<^ fTOT I ^ fror flror frgft TO !fRTCTafTOr?i«t FiFTft #T t cT TOn to 
» fffT TMg TRIfil i mftni TRmTO TOt^ TO TO C^ 

cn'STi TOT t^fr cTOt ?n? tptr wf^OT 1 f¥« TO to t\ Tt^ 
wirra CTR PfTtTO Tft f ^ftTOsrrtrtTT cTcaFTi^ frgft tt t tost 

:^t;j TO Assembly ^CW THTOt T^TO TOC^T,IS-r ^1^7 V*T T! TT TOTO 
TO Tf TORTO CTTtrS^ T 1 vi]^ ^ CT^ ? 

Mrs. HEMOaROVA MAJUMDAIt ; 'TOfTTtTO TflCfT TTO ftj TTC^ TO I 

^ W CTOTCTO T| CTt^ (TO ^ 
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^ C’TStm TO ?NT^ fV C^ ? CTO ^ ^«f^C3r«fr 

<ltc^ ^1 tft^ 80 

sntTO b- w^ to %tc^ toi» ^tot ?fTO ?Mf%^ 

TOf^ Secretary of State Lord Morley ^ CqTl\Cgf*T !fTO CTO 

^ C^-sfi 7^1“ I 

TO ^ cn^ TOfl TOftTOc^ c^Ttc^^ ?ir«f 

ftf% "2^ I (TT to to TO f^Rtftro TOc^ ^ 

TO TOl CTO? ^ ^ I ^ '9^ ^Vh TO (TT TO CHC^ CTO 

rfTOi CK^, otTO (TO ^ cTO TO ^rfn?^, to otTO c^of^ to ^ c*?^ 

f% TO«f "5^ "^rf^rTO TOOT ^ 5 ^ I ^Sftft «ijJ T.yn to C^ 

c^ 3m trotcn ^<1^ TOf 5^ (7[ cror^ m c^t'sm toc^ 

TOtC^^ tJT*fC^ ^5^ ^ ^ I TOOT — ^ TOlTO ^Ttft 

TO^ffi ^vn fTO^ 1 ^ wf TO TOjfrjT 5n to^t 

(TT^ I 'srmot^ c? c^lt 0T?3 'top^ fwTOi 

^R05 btt ^r?n C^ TOf^^ "TO?1 ^ ^’5i TO C^<\ TOfiF 

TTOF? ^StC^f^ 'fOT ^r^tTOl TOff^OT ^'5» ^ TOtfl 

TO I TO TO ^fT®5T TOlT ^f%TOl 
TO ®drf|5T, c^r^ cFfc^ srsT ^^3 <tfc^ ^rrfU^ 

CTO ^3^ TO— C^ C^ tpTf^TTOr f^rft TO TOtft ^t^fTOfS 

TO^, %Pr 4- ^ I ^ <7T Tvn TOT PfOrf^OT, ^'stOT TO- 
WS CTO^ TC^f^T^ ^ ^ 4C'fl ^ TOTO '^tTOT (TTTO C4CT 

TOl I TO TOt^ C^, f%f% I C*TOT CTOTO ^4l WtOT 

^ I <r?t4 f^TO (TOI^ ^ ^nTO c^5|-ctoot4 1 -sTTO 

^ 4% gR TOnn (?TOT ^’flOT TO OT, ^$TOT^ ^ ftrgrtm ^tn 

“TTOR fV TOCS bt*T ? 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Sir, I desire to say a few words in reply to 
what has just fallen from the lips of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. 1 hope 
he did not speak on behalf of our party when he spoke about the Ulemas. 
What he said in that connection, 1 think, is his individual opinion. There 
are Ulemas and Ulemas, Sir. There are Ulemas for whom we have the 
highest respect. Some of them adorn our societies and wiU continue to 
do so. We always require their guidance and hold them in highest esteem. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 will just take one minute. Sir, to 
put to Sir Nazimuddin a question regarding the method of censoring letters 
for security prisoners. For want of time 1 am making a present of these 
three letters. One is addressed to my leader, Mr. Eiran Sankar Roy by 
Mr. Rajkumar Chakravarty, the whole bottom of which was^ taken off with 
\ pair of scissors. The second letter is addressed to me where you will 
find windows made and the third is what a good artist will find some kind 
of inspiration from the kind of censor that is going on. 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD I8RAILS Are these letters being exhibited, SirF 
Mr. tPEAKERs He is not making an exhibit of these letters and they 
will not form pert of the proceedings. 
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Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I will make a present of these 
censored and passed letters with marks of censorship and would request the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazim tid din to see if there is any rule for censoring in this 
hearties^ fashion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, at the very outset I should 
like to dissociate myself from what has been expressed by Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi. I do not think there is any Mussalman who can blame 
the Ulemas in general (loud noise from the Coalition Benches) berg, Sir, 

1 am speaking as a Mussalman and I sa^ again that no Mussalman can 
condemn the Ulemas as a class. This is definitely against Islam (loud 
noise again from a section of the Coalition Benches). 

Now, Sir, I shall refer to the debate proper and leave the matter intro- 
duced by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Loud noise again from a section of 
the Coalition Party) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon'ble the Leader of the House is speaking and 
you are members belonging to his party. 1 hope you will not disturb him 
in this way. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 was just saying that 
I shall leave the matter introduced by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 

Mr. ABUL HA8HIM: Don’t enter into controversial matters. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abul Hashim, the Hon’ble the Home Minister is 
speaking and the time at our disposal is short. Is it not desirable that you 
should not speak while he is on his legs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do plead guilty to the 
charge that has been levelled by Mr. Radha Nath Das about overcrowding 
in jails. There is no doubt that at present our jails are frightfully over- 
crowded and it is most unfortunate that this state of affairs exists. We 
have tried our level best to reduce the congestion and although we have 
tried our best owing to the various causes which are absolutely beyond our 
control it is not possible to do anything in the matter because you cannot 
construct jails ni)w at the present time owing to lack of building materials. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyai.: Why should there be any necessity for that?) 

We have tried releases also to a large extent. (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: 
To make room for politicals.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, there ought not to be any running 
comment. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : But still we have not succeeded, 
and this is a serious problem. I also admit that at one time, specially in 
the beginning when a large number of these security prisoners 'were to be 
provided with equipment, there was some delay, but I am now in a position^ 
as far as equipment is concerned to say that the grievances have been 
reduced to a minimum, and as far as political security prisoners are con- 
cerned we are trying to redress their legitimate grievances as far as possible. 

In this connection I would just like to say something in reply to the 
speech that was made' by Mrs. Hemaprova Maiumdar. She has made bitter 
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attacks on my colleagues but 1 would like to remind her that she was 
supporting the Ministry that was responsible for putting these people in 
jail attd she was supporting those persons who were not in a position to 
remove any of their grievances which we have by the grace of God been 
able to do to a very large extent. Either you support or withdraw your 
support. You cannot take up two attitudes. You cannot keep on support- 
ing those persons who were responsible for putting them in jail and keeping 
on supporting those persons who were not in a position to remove the 
legitimate grievances of their people and at the same time come and 
condemn those who have been able, if not completely, at least to release 
some of them and improve their lot while they have been in jail. 
(Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : It is not true.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Those people did not get o£Elce under 
false pretence. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIM: I do not like to enter into a 
controversy at this time us the time at my disposal is very short, but the 
honourable members on the other side know' very well that w’hat has been 
achieved by us in the time that w^e have been there was not possible when 
they were in office. (Kai Haukndha N vth Chaudhuhi : Simidy because of 
the Government of India.) I may tell here, Sir, that in a very large number 
of cases allowances for security prisoners that were rejected by the previous 
Minister were allowed on the recommendations of my colleagues w'ho were 
allowed to review these cases and 80 per cent, of their recommendations were 
accepted. 

Sir, you will find that we have so improved the conditions that in today’s 
Jail debate — without meaning any offence — no leader has taken part in the 
discussion today. (Mr. Svntosh Kvmak Basv : They have confidence in 
their followers.) Therefore, 1 wdll not take much time of the House. I 
realise that there is room for improvement in the jail administration and 
the case of division 111 prisoner.s whi(di was also ventilated here in the 
House certainly requires looking into. Hut at the present time we are so 
overworked — there are so many other problems — that these necessary jail 
reforms cannot be undertaken until, 1 believe, after the war. (Mr. Atul 
Chandra Sen: After the war— good. Cold storage.) 

As far as treatment by doctors in hospitals is concerned, if any specific 
case is brought to my notice I can only have an enquiry into it, but I cannot 
imagine doctors who are supposed to be engaged on humanitarian work to 
be going out of their way to ill-treat prisoners. It is, I think, something 
psychologically contradictory. If there are any persons who are moved by 
humanitarian conditions it is the medical practitioners, and to accuse them 
of inhuman treatment seems to me something radically wrong. 

I will again take this opportunity to place our difficulties. We are asked 
to make relaxations. We are asked to give concessions but when those 
concessions are abused it becomes very difficult, I admit that one person 
abuses but the result is that the others cannot get those concessions. As I 
said the other day here, very recently we sent a security prisoner for treat- 
ment to the Presidency Jail and he has absconded from the hospital. 
Dr. Sai^yal is very surprised but he can take it from me that it is a fact 
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(Dr. Nalikaksha Sakyal; I would not question your fact as we do not 
know the name.) I do not remember the name just now, but it is not 
advisable to tell the name. The conduct of this one prisoner means that 
there will be on security grounds objections in legitimate cases also where 
they will want to go to the hospital. (D» Nalinaksha Saityal: Is that 
the reason why Soumendra Tagore is not being sent to hospital although 
he has been ailing?) So, this is the position with which we are faced. 

Sir, I have nothing very much to add to what I have already stated and 
I can assure the members that I am always prepared to look into any 
legitimate grievances of any class of prisoners whatever they may be. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of Ra. 1710,05,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements^’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that the demand of 
Rs. 1,10,05,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radhanath.Das that the demand of Rs. 1,10,05,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — ^Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sanaullah that the demand of Rs. 1,10,05,000 for 
expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

^ The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naximuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 1,10,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p.ra. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, the 
23rd March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proeeedliiift of the Bengal Legiilative Auentbly ftMemUeci oiider 
the provitiona of the Government of India Act| 1935. 

Thb Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
23rd March, ^1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon^ble Mr. Syed Nausher Au) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 202 members. 

STARRED QUESnONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Status of Logislative, Bengal Council and Assembly Departments. 

*183a Mr. C> GRIFFITHS: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Legisla- 
tive Department is a department of the Bengal Secretariat and the Assembly 
and the Council Departments are attached to the Home Department? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): The Jjegislative Department is a departmeut of the 
Secretariat. The Bengal Legislative Assembly and the Bengal Legislative 
Council Departments are not attached to t^ Home Department but are 
independent departments outside the Secretariat. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given will 
the Hon’ble Minister please tell us why the assistants of the Legislative 
and Assembly Departments are getting differential treatment in regard to the 
same line of service with those of the Bengal Secretariat? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Differential treatment might have 
existed earlier, but^ there is no differential treatment now. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether they are getting the benefit of promotion and pay equally 
with those in the Secretariat? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They should be treated in the same 
way, and they should get the same pay and privilege on promotion as if in 
the same line of service. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the matter of status and in the matter of emolu- 
ments these assistants in the Assembly and Council Departments are treated 
on the same footing as corresponding clerks of the Secretariat? 

ihey are Seated on tiie lame footing or noi. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU I In view of the answer just now 
given will the Hon’ble Minister kindly tell us if there is any justification 
for the continuance of the differential treatment to the assistants af these 
departments with regard to the different Hne of eervicef 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There cannot be any justification if 
they are differentially treated as they should belong to the same line of 
serTice with the Secretariat. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state clearly whether these assistants of the Council and Assembly 
Departments are governed by a separate autonomy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; That has already been stated in 
the reply. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer that there 
is no justification now does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to issue 
directions or instructions to that effect? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to make it clear that so far 
as assistants of these departments are concerned if there is a differential treats 
ment, certainly there is no justification. That Is what I said. 

Grant af family allomnce to Babu Bhuyial Chandra Panda. 

M84. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(i) Babu Bhupal Chandra Panda, Secretary, Midnapore District Com- 
munist Party, was arrested at Kharagpur station in 1942, made 
a security prisoner under section 26 of the Defence of India Rules 
and has been kept in detention in the Midnajwre Central Jail 
since his arrest; 

(u) he was the only earning member of his family before his arrest; 

(m) he sent several petitions to the Government praying for the grant 
of suitable monthly allowance for the maintenance of his family; 
and 

{iv) up to September, 1943, no family allowance was granted to him? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the aflSrmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why no action was taken in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8tr Naitmuddin): (a) (i) Yes. 

(u) No. 

(m), (iv) and (b) Yes. An allowance of R8.20 per mensem has been 
granted to the prisoner with effect from 28th October, 1942, to 29th Febru- 
ary, 1944. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the date of arrest of this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; He was arrested on 28th October, 
1942. 

Bombing in Feni. 

M88. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Civil Defence) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that— 

(i) a number of air bases are under Oonsthiotion within the Feni sub- 
division? 
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(h} three of these air bases have been bombed by the enemy more than 
once ; 

(m) two of the bases are situated in villages 5 or 6 miles away from the 
Feni town; 

(iv) as a result of air raids in December last 45 deaths occurred at 
Lemna and in one private house alone 17 deaths occurred, three 
only surviving. Several persons were wounded besides destruc- 
tion of other properties; 

(t?) more than two months have elapsed but no A.R.li, arrangements 
for sounding siren even have been made as yet; 

(in) the .lives and properties of the civil population living close to the 
bases, within a radius of half a mile from tlu* extremities of 
the bases, have been rendered most unsafe; and 

(ini) the civil population have to spend sleepless nights, particularly 
moonlit nights, and have become much panic-stricken P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(t) taking immediate steps for the safety of the lives and properties of 
the civil population living within a distance from the bases 
exposed to dangers of iTombing by enemy planes ; 

(ii) giving relief to those whose properties have been destroyed or 
damaged and who have been rendered homeless ; and 

(Hi) paying compensation to the dependants of those who w’cre killed and 
to the wounded on account of air raids by the enemy P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) On grounds of security I am not in a position to 
furnish any. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to show how security will be affecded if tlie infoiination wanted is 
supplied P ' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question deals with location of 
aerodromes and certainly the honourable member will realise that it is not 
in the interest of public safety and security to disclose 4:hat information. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BUR. Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether the lives and properties of people living near about air bases 
are exposed ^to danger from bombing iby enemy planes P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Naturally there is some amount of 
danger. The Chief Minister specially visited these places to see what 
special arrangements have been or can be made to protect the civilian lives 
in case of aerial attacks. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BUR: Will the Hon'ble Minister U 
pleased to state what is the remedy open to these people for these grievances? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. Ml REA ABDUL HAFIZ* In view of the fact that the question 
itself contains some information, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased io 
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■tet* whether the publication of the question itself gives out some points 
against security? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is in a position to inform the House whether any air raids 
have occurred since the beginning of the war in Feni? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member 
to communiques that have been issued by Government from time to time. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether any relief has been given to the persons whose properties 
have been destroyed or damaged by air raids? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Brijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what A.R.P. arrangements have been made in those areas 
to meet the coming peril? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of any coming 
peril. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether any arrangement for sounding sirens in those 
localities has been made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any compensation has been paid to dependants of those 
who were wounded or killed as a result of air raids? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already replied to that. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BUR: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the maximum assessment of the value of each life in this 
connection ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government for assuring 
the people of the locality that precautionary and salvage operations have 
been taken? 

✓ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No steps are necessary because the 
public are already aware that Government have taken sufficient steps to give 
relief and also to undertake A.E.P. measures. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What are the steps taken in. 
regard to which the public ere already aware? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There are a lot of things; there 
have been slit trenches, first aid posts, ambulances, rescue parties and fire- 
figl|t^ services and demolition squads and many other things. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased to 
jtate what is the total amount paid to the dependants of the deceased? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 
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Mr. HARf NDRA KUMAR 8UR: If I say that no arrangement is 
made — ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot put a question like that. 

Sriiut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Houble Minister 
be pleased to state when they have made arrangements for siren and A.R.P. 
in that area? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Arrangement is made to give the 
alarm either by siren or whistle or in some other way to convey information 
to the public. 

Number of persons tried and convioted under Special Courts Ordinance 
(No. II of 1S42). 

MS6. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Eon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons in Bengal have been tried and convicted under 
the Special Criminal (k)urta Ordinance, 1942 (Ordinanr.e II of 
1942) ; 

(h) how many of them have served out their sentences ; 

(c) how many (onvicted by the Special Courts have been undergoing 

their sentences as yet; 

(d) whether the Government propose to release them; 

(e) the cases of how many have been transferred to ordinary Courts for 

trial in accordance wdth the new Ordinance passed after the deci- 
sion of the Federal Cburt; and 

(/) w'hat steps, if any, have lieen taken l>y Government to compensate 
those who have serve<l either in full or in part the illegal sentences 
passed under the aforesaid Ordinance No. II. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Tried — 3,775 and Convicted — 3,251. 

(b) 2,248. 

(c) 266. 

(d) In view of the Hon ’ble High Court’s Order, dated the 3rd August, 
1943, regarding cases arising out of the Special Oirainal Courts Ordinance, 
1942 (Ordinance No. II of 1942), directing that persons aggrieved may move 
the lower appellate (^ourts and the lower appellate Courts may deal with them 
in the light of the High Court’s judgment in the case of Snshil Kumar Bose 
vs, the Emperor (Misc. Case No. 65 of 1943), it ivas not considered neces- 
sary for the Government to take up the question of release. 

(e) and (/) In view of the answer to clause (d) this question does not 
arise. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to^ state whether in view of the opinion of the High Court that 
these trials were illegal, Government have considered it desirable or not to 
bring up those cases before the regular courts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoners have been informed 
that they can appeal against the conviction to the District Judge for retrial. 
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Rai HARENDRR NATH CHAUDHURiS Will the Hon^ble Mmister 
bii pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that the High Court expressed 
the opinion that it would be the duty of the regular courts in their respective 
jurisdictions to bring up these files and quash the judgment at sight? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the High Court definitely enjoined the local 
courts to suo inoPu take up those cases irrespective of any appeal from the 
parties convicted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has read or seen the judgment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: A copy of the judgment was some- 
time ago placed on the Library Table. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he went through the judgment or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Kelevant portions of the judgment 
are already in the file. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis he asserts that the direction of the High Court was 
not to the lower courts to take up these matters suo motu and quash the 
proceedings? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is from the judgment of the 
Chief Justice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which portion of it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMAMED ALI: I cannot quote the portion off-hand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that nowhere in the judgment is there any sug- 
gestion that the prisoners will have to appeal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

Govammant grant for oonatruotion of Maternity Homa at Banhati, Khulna. 

•187. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: («) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Tx>cal Self-Government Department be pleas^ to 
state whether it is a fact that Rs.4,000 was granted by the Government for 
constructing a Maternity Horae at Senhati in the district of Khulna? 

(b) If tho answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(t) when the money was paid ; 

(u) to whom it was paid ; 

(tit) under what condition it was paid ; 

(iv) whether the Fund of the Maternity Home was deposited in any 

Bank; 

(-p) who is the drawee of the Fund from the Bank ; 

(vi) whether the construction of the building is completed ; 
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(Wt) wlutlier any Lady Health Visitor was appointed by the Qowiunent 
for the Home; and 

(viii) whether the management is under a Committee? 

(c) If the answer to {b){vin) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when it was formed ; 

(it) by whom; and 

(Hi) who are the members of the Committee? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the accounts of the 
Senhati Maternity Home were ever audited by any Government official? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of having the 
accounts of the Fund audited and the records examined by Government 
official ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvf Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(h)(i) In 1941. 

[ii) I’o the Organising Secretary of the Maternity and Child Welfare 
Centre r.t Senhati. 

(iii\ A copy of the Government order is laid on the Library Table. 

(n>), (rn) and (viii) Yes. 

(t?) The Organising Secretary of the Centre. 

(vi) No. 

(c) (i) In 1940. 

(n) By the Organising Secretar^^ of the Centre. 

(Hi) A list of members is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) No. ^ 

(e) As the Committee is responsible for the maintenance of the centre, its 
accounts are not ordinarily audited by Government officers. The suggestmn 
of the honourable member is, however, being considered. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state the name of the Organising Secretary? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is already there. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the conditions have been o'bserved.'* 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. It has been proposed to 
send the Circle Assistant Director of Public Health there to inspect the 
institution. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why tha accounts^ of the Senhati Maternity Home have not been 
audited by any Government official? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The Circle Assistant Director 
of Public Health has been asked to proceed there and to look into the 
accounts. 
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OfMnffig of iNMitfolM ihop ami supply of pailt^ in 4iiiofa iKstriot 

M10. Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) WiU i^e Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the amount of rice that the Government have distributed 

up to date in the district of Jessore to sell at control price; 

(ii) whether any controlled shop has been opened to sell rice in the 

district ; 

(Hi) if so, — 

(1) the number, and 

(2) locations, 
of such shops; 

(tv) what measures have been adopted up to date to relieve the people 
of Jessore to get rice at a moderate price; and 

(v) the number of people in the said district that are passing their 
days in starvation? 

(I!;) Do the Government contemplate to sell some quantity of rice at 
controlled rate to certain rich men of the district for free distribution 
amongst the poorer classes of people? 

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 

Niwabzacia K, NASARULLAN (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawirdy): On the 5th July, 1943, the answer was as follows: — 

(a) ({) Nil. 

(li) Yes. 

(iii) One at Bongaon. 

(iv) Action is now being taken to supply paddy at the rate of Es. 9 
per maund in Narail and Jfagura subdivisions. 

(v) No information is available. 

(h) and (c) I shall consider the matter if any such proposal is received. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; On a point of order, Sir. I put it to 
you this. The question was asked and the answer is there. The Minister 
in charge or his deputy is giving a reply as on 5th July, 1943. It is cer- 
tainly ridiculous that anybody should read out a reply of that character. 
I hope. Sir, you will as custodian of the House not permit this kind of answer 
being given. If there is no answer we can understand the position. If 
an answer is given it must be up to date. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is this. I think this question came up 
before the House once and it was held over only for that. At that time the 
Deputy Speaker was in the chair. I consulted the Deputy Speaker also and 
I think that neither the Deputy Speaker nor the Speaker can come to your 
rescue. (Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyal: Technically that is true.) It is for 
you to find out your remedy. The question was received in office on the 
22nd June, 1943. It was sent to Government on the 26th June, 1943. The 
answer was due on the 5th July, 1943. The answer was received in the 
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Legislative Assembly Department on the 16th Fei)ruar}’, 1944. It may be 
that it was the convenient date for Government to get the statistics up to. 
It is not for me to explain. I can only say that it is not for me to say that 
the Minister must answer the qtiestion in a particular way. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Recruitment of Sub- Inspectors, Calcutta Police. 

Hi. Kazi EMDADUL NAQUE; Will the lion’ hie MiniNter in charge of 
the Hume Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there 
has been direct recruitment of Sub-Inspectors of Police in Calcutta Police in 
the year 1943-44 P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): Yes, in June and Augusi, 1943. No recruit- 
ment has yet been made in the cuiTeiil year. 


Contriiiution by security prisoners of the Presidency Jail for the destitute. 

SS. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge 
of tho Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fnct-- 

that the security and state prisoners of Presidency Jail applied to 
Government in August, 1943, for permission to feed at least 200 
famine-stricken destitute people in Calcutta every day from their 
ration when the reported death rate in Calcutta was well over 
100 per day; 

(b) that the requisite pe^rmission was not given; 

(c) that after the lapse of about three months, permission was given in 

November, 1943, to contribute from their allowance of rations 
only to Bengal Central Relief Fund; » 

{(i) that the security and state prisoners have registered their strong 
objection to being denied the right of contributing to non-official 
Relief Committees of their choice, e.g., Bengal Relief Committee, 
Mayors’ Relief Committee, All-Tndia Women’s Relief Committee, 
Hindu Mahasabha Relief Committee, Moslem League Relief 
Committee, Marwari Belief Committee; 

(c) that the security prisoners of the Dum Dum Central Jail have been 
allowed to feed the famine-stricken people from their own ration 
and they feed over 1,900 people twice daily during the acute 
crisis and are still feeding aljout 200 people daily even now; 

(/) that the security and state prisoners of Presidency Jail collected from 
amongst themselves more than 600 pieces of clothes for distribu- 
tion to the destitute people and asked for requisite permission to 
do so hut have not been granted the permission ; 

(g) if so, the reason they were not permitted to do so ; and 
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(h) that some security and state prisoners in Presidency Jail have sent 
a representation to the Hon’ble Minister, stating that if the 
requisite permission to contribute from their ration and clothing 
to non-official Belief Committees be not given they would be 
compelled to take upon themselves voluntary sufferings? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (d) and (h) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes; but the prisoners have since been permitted to give their old 
clothings to charity. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr, NI8K1THA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Govern- 
ment were always asking for co-operation of non-official relief committees, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, with reference to answer (d), 
why permission was refused to security prisoners to contribute to non- 
official relief committees? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government considered this (pies- 
tion very carefully and came to the decision that it would be permissible for 
the security prisoner to send his own contribution in kind, but Government 
realised that if they gave permission to security prisoners to donate in (‘ash 
to non-official relief organisations the money might be used for party j)ur- 
poses or for other purposes. Therefore Government decided no1 to give that 
permission. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (//) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what reply, if an^s , lias been given 
to the representation that was made by some security and Stale prisoners 
in the Presidency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notict*. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hondde Minister be ]>leased 
to state wffiat muterials Government had in their possession to emable them to 
(H)nclude, as the llon'ble Minister has just now suggested, that, contribu- 
tions to non-official relief organisations might go tor party ])urpo8e8? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have nothing fuither to add. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
13 prisoners in the Presidency Jail are taking half meals by way of protest 
against this refusal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: la the Hou’ble Minister in a position to 
assure the House that none of the contributions received by the Bengal 
Central Belief Committee was utilised for party propaganda? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider 
it desirable to enquire as to whether the security prisoners are going on with 
half meals from the 16th February last as a protest against this refusal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 
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Dr> NALINAKSHA SANYALs Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that 
certain security prisoners have been saving their rations by underfeeding 
themselves with a view to share their rations with the destitute starving 
people outside, and if so, what is happening to the ration that is saved 
thereby ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (iovernineiit havt* no objection to 
donations, as I have already stated, in kind. 

DFs NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will ihe Hon hie Minister be ]dease<l 
to state if donation in the sliape of rice or u(tu is permissible to be given 
overh 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. Even (‘ash can 'lu‘ given 
to (Government Relief Funds. 

Combating malaria hy anti-pistia operation. 

88. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: {a) Will the lion ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and 1/ocal SelMGovernment Dejrartment l)e 
pleaded to state— 

(/) wliether he is aware of the method of combating malaria by the 
anti-pisiia operations ; 

(o') how the said method has wofIomI in the distiicts of Bengal, iwrti- 
cularly the district of Murshiduhad ; 

{in) the theory involved in the method; 

{(r) the e.xiau'iments made and the results obtained in the Khoslxispur 
and (xokarna \illage.s of the district ol Murshidalmd, and the 
I>eriod during which such experiments have l)een made; 

(v) the contents ot the letter, dated tin* l‘Jth Marcli, addressed to 

the District Magistrate of Murshidaliad 1)^ the IVofessor of 
Medical Entomology, Calcutta School of Trojacal Medi(‘ine, and 
the contents of the letter of Sir Malc(dm Watson rei(*rrcd to in 
the said letter, copy of which was forwarded to tin* said District 
Magistrate ; and 

(vl) whether (Tovernment ha\e an\ obj(,*c1ion to making large-s(‘.nle 
application of pistia-nunoval method as a measure of anti-malarial 
activity ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) {rr) is in the negative, will th»* Hon ’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the (Toveniiiieiit's attitude to the above method? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmed): (a)(i) Yes. 

(li) No information i.s available regarding the apjdication of this method 
except in a few localities in Birbhum, Bankura and Murshidalwnl districts 
where the result.s are conflicting. 

(Hi) The theory is that mosquito larvae feed on pistia plants and damage 
their intestine and that such damage makes the adult mosquito liable to 
malarial infet tion. This theory has not l>eeM proved. 

(iv) Pistia was cleared in Gokama village and left uncleared in Khosbas- 
pur.' The Public Health Department made periodic observations on the 

28 a 
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moideDce of malaria in iheae villages from July, 1903, to December, 1938. 
There were several fallacies in the experiments conducted by the District 
Health Officer, Murshidabad, the propounder of this theory. The data 
obtained failed to show that pistia removal controlled the causation of 
malaria in the adult population, among the children or the new born. 

(v) A copy of each of the letters is laid on the Library Table. 

(vt) Yes. No useful i>urpose will l)e served by carrying out large-scale 
removal of pistia, as removal of pistia only, to the exclusion of other aquatic 
vegetation, will have no effect on the incidence of malaria. 

(b) Does not arise, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Win the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that since tlie head of the Public 
Health Department was not favourably disposed towards this method, 
therefore Government did not give a fair ti^al? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Ifon’ble Minister aware 
that in some of the Police barracks this method has been applied with very 
welcome results P 

Khftn Eshib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* Iffiere have bpcn some results 
but not complete results. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Is the Hon’blc Minister aware 
that in Military barracks also this method has been tried with good n'sultsP 

Khan Eahlb HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated that there 
has been some result but not complete result. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state wdiether iJovernment is prepared to undertake this experi- 
ment on a larger scale so that if it is helpful it will get a chance oi being 
ac(;e])ied by Government P 

Khfln Sshib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The hououralde member is 
referred to answer (ri). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refereme io answer (vt), where 
it is stated that no useful purpose will be served by carrying out large-scale 
removal of pistia. as the removal of pistia only, to tlu' exclusion of other 
acpuitic vegetation, will have no effect on the incidence of malaria, will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state if any experiment has been made by 
Government : 

Khftn 8ahH) HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes; an experiment has been 
made this year and it has not proved ver^' successful. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where, how and to what extent has 
Government made experiments hy removing pistia P 

KhM 8fthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* It was done in Murshidabad 
with the help of the District Board. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

state if he is aware that in none of these cases it was the Government but 
the Board of Murshidabad who made that experiment? 
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Khan ilhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Certainly, Governinent made 
that experiment and an Assistant Director of Public Health went there and 
helf)ed the District Board in carrying on the experiment. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any' money was granted to the l)istri<‘t Board for c‘arr\ ing on that 
experiment? 

Khan 8ahih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: An othcer ot aovemment 
went there and helped the District Board in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How many ottieei^ and how mtich 
money were allotted by (tovernment for that purpose? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Assistant Dire tor of 
Public Health for Malaria went over there and helped the District Board 
in carrying on the experiment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Where? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In some villages in 
Marsh idabad. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou1)le Minister be pleased 
to state if Oovernmeiil is considering the desirability ot‘ making a large- 
s(uile experiment of this j)n)eess which has already proved su('(‘essfnl in a 
larg(‘ number of cases? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The answer has already been given. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Is it not a fact that the (lovernment l^ubli*' Health 
l)p])artmeiit exjjoriments show that 8*1? per cent of tin* anti-pistia operations 
havti been successful? 

Khan 8ahjb HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 h ave already stated tliat the 
ex|)eriment was not found to be very .sm'ceHsfjil but was only ])artiall> 
successful. 

Expenditure incurred annually for maintaining additional Assistant Registrars 
of Co-operative 8ooieties. 

90. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative (Credit htkI Ilural Indebted- 
ness Department be pleased U> state — 

(t) what amount is incurred by Government annually in maintaining 
the additional 11 Assistant Registrars of Co-oi)erative Societies; 
and 

(?V) what improvement, if any, has been effected upon the working of 
the Co-operative Societies since the appointment of the additional 
Assistant Registrars? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the classification of rural societies before and after the appointment 
of these Assistant Registrars year by year since 1935 up to 1943? 

(c) If no improvement has been effected, is the Hon’ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of (i) abolishing these posts, and (n) increasing the 
number of field workers, i.e., Supervisors, Auditors and Inspectors? 
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MINISTER in charge of the C04)PERATIVE CREDIT ami RURAL 
indebtedness department (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath 

Mandal): (a)(i) Approximately Es. 2 lakhs. 

(ii) The process of depletion of capital of Central Banks to meet obligatory 
charges has been considerably arrested: stagnation in the movement has 
considerably been removed by organisation of a large number of new Societies, 
credit has been linked with production and marketing. The revenue position 
of Central Banks shows signs r)f improvement. 

(h) The honourable member is referred to the Annual Report on the 
working of Co-o[)erative Societies publisberl every year. 

(c) Does not arise. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

63— Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor T beg lo move that a sum of Rs. 8,50,57,01)0 
be granted for exf)cnditure und(T Ibe bead — Extraordinary Charges in 

India”. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: T beg to nujvc that tlic demand of 
Rh. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure und<‘r the bead “05 — Extraordinary Cbaiges 
in India” he reduced by Rs. 100. Sir, T move this motion to raise a dis- 
cussion about the maladministration of th(‘ Civil Sui)])Hes Department and 
wastage of public money. 

at TO ^ CTO 'BRTO ?ft«lt5Tt^t Off 

TO«f WWt Civil Supply Department^* I CTfft TOl ^ 

C^TO at departmentlTO TO CTOl*?^ ItEWT 'SRj Olf 

department^ij? TOlEfC? ^ ^ sT*? CTO 

I TO TO denial policy? 

^ ^ ^^•TO «tt*t7TOH ^ CTO 

"^at Bengal Government 

Purchasing Officer fTO I 

Purchasing Officer viiPT? ?fTO i?Nn ^ 

>^>80 TO? ^ TO? 0*1H department^ ^ TO CTO^ 

(TrTO TO?1 3R*1: "TOn RTO I Greater Control, lesser supply and 

higher price fTO TO | *nr C^C? C*!?T? TO 

TO at supply fV TO WPO I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, TOT fV ? TO? ?? cIt? Ot?t? 'TOCJt? 

?T?^ TOT?? ^ ^ ^ ?rr*lrCf fTO%5R, 

c?t m TO ?ls* 5 ti c?»f> ^ fro c?? ; cq?* (71^ cTO^ 

?fTO'6 'TOS T? I ^ ^ ?r’«it^—- *rf%F (Tt*l?lTO 

TO Wt C? fet?n aii itm department? through fic? TOq' 

TOWpr— C? ^TOC?!? TOTO?^? ?S?rTO C?f?t^>? ^ 



1944.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


m 


c5i^i ^ ^1 w c^!?r m %«n ^ wr 

4C«1 l>1«1 I ’vftlTfir ^1 

?r^TC?r^ ^ ^ ^ C^TtTf^ TOTC^ I scheme 

fgrsT I ^'fePnir^ ^rtTOrrn ii^ cit? 

C^ scheme f|cT ^n I Food committe 
c5T^f% c?Ttr?F< c^m c^'^fir isr^, 

^ I cHc*r^ ?l%rsR 

^ trf% ^ c^ ^ waste 

I ^ ^ i)^ union store (y\^^ 

T^ C^tU^ f^CST^ &J^ iTt^ FtOTf ^ 

ht^ ^t^rfr? (m^ ftns ^Vs 5^ 

I f%i ^ ^ I ^ c^ c^ ^"t5 

5t3ft«T fe*Tr*ti — (7T &tn mMI'I'oIc^ ’®r''t^ wc&h', (Ti^fri c4R/i, 

c^ t i X' o TT 5P1 ^^prt?r TRTl ^TOR ^ 'fR 4t\!?C'^ 

^ I — T3?|TR C^ — (TT^’Q *T|%r*R ^5|7 | 575 ^ lij^fr^n 

C^ (P\ ^ 1 ^''3 C^IFF 

CFll ^ ^FTC^. (?Ft(FT 'il^ C'^il^^ 

ISFn ^^FFRFi, FJ R <Ft T'.^T W?P*T1 *5^5 ?tr?^ ct)(,^'3 

I (iJ^* ^1 C'tX*!^ 1^ 0TC*FT k^l ^RR f^i- 

C^FO^ ^1 . ^'5 (Tf*FTt^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I f)e^^ <0 move 
lhai the (lemaiifl of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head "Od- - 
h^xtraordinary Char^i^es in India” be reduced l»y Rs. 100. 1 move this motion 

in order to raise :i discussion about — 

{}) the utter failure of Government to control the pi ice of rici; and the 
necessity of controlling the other necessaries of life which are 
abnormally rising every day; 

iti) the utter apathy and sense of optimism displaced by Government 
in statements issued now and then in the face of increased rise in 
price and apprehended outbreak of famine in large areas of 
Province of Bengal ; and 

(iii) the failure of Government in feeding large number of starving 
people now in many areas in the Province of Bengal. 

I also beg to move the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head “6d— Extraordinary Charges in India*’ be reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 

(1) the difficrulty of supply of the daily necessaries of life specially in 

the rural areas, viz., kerosene, sugar and even salt; 

(2) the constitution and the function of the food committees and the 

village committees; 

(3) administration of the cotton cloth and yarn order; and 
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(4) the difficulty of the supply of cotton cloth specially in the rural 
area, and the situation created hy extending the time-limit for 
disposal of unstamped goods up to 'list March, 1944, by a Civil 
Supply Press Note, issued on the 2nd of March. 

Sir, Ihe motions deal with extraordinary charges and extraordinary 
situations which have brought inHurniountable troubles, indescribable 
agonies and miseries, widespread starvation and diseases and innumerable 
deutlis. The situations have been created by war — a woi which lias been 
thrust upon us by the British Imperialists. How' I wish that T could echo 
the sentiments expressed by Mr. de Valera in his recent message to the 
nation “Even in our failures we wvre in a lasting sense victorious, we out- 
lived the evil that was done to us and we e.xist today as a separate nation 
because we are willing to endure and we are not willing to yield”. Morally, 
legally and equitably the p^lic exchecpier <»t’ Bengal should not bear a single 
pie towards the expenditure under this head. These expenditures properly 
sliould have been met liy the Central Government — nay should he met hy 
the United Nations for whose good this war is being conducted. 

Sir, first of all I shall deal with cloth famine. There lias been an unpre- 
cedented scarcity of cloth in the rural areas of Bengal mainly due to tlie 
maladministration of the Cotton Cdoth and Yarn Control Order. 

Tn Calcutta alone, the cotton goods of about 1,174 dealers were healed 
by the Proyincial Textile Controller in accordance with the Press note, 
issued on the 2drd T)e<‘ember, 194d, hut since then the stocks of only 75 
parties have been tex-marked up till February, 1944. If the process of tex- 
marking continues at this rate, it wull take about one year to complete the 
o]ieration only in Calcutta. In mofussil large stocks have* remained un- 
stamped and HO large sloitks of (doth in Caleiiita as well as in mofussil cannot 
be released for sale, thus resulting in cloth famine Ihrougboui the proviuee 
t.hougli a veiy^ huge margin of 10 per cent, above the ex-mill price has been 
prescribed as the stamping f(»e. 

Sir, so far as the mofussil an^a is concerned, the shortage of available 
transport facilities is mainly responsible foi- tin* (d(»th famine. From my 
experience as a relief worker for the last five mouths I am definitely of 
opinion that for military requirements the transport of civil requirements 
has been curtailed to such extent that the transport has been wellnigh 
impossible. 

The Ilon’ble Minister for Finance grew eloquent in his budget speech 
ns to the services rendered by the Army in the matter of transport, but, 
believe me, Sir, my experience tells otherwise. One consignment of a few 
hales of blankets and clothes was consigned from here under military 
authority on the 8th of January, 1944, to Brahmanbaria, but it has not 
yet reached in the course of about two months and a half though the winter 
is HOW over. Booking by goods train has been closed. Merchants, there- 
fore, come to Calcutta, purchase a large number of extra tickets in order 
to enable them to take small quantities of gotxis as personal luggages hy 
bribing the railway officials and coolies on duty at the railway station. 
This Government is not at all alive to the necessity of impressing upon 
the Bail way Administration to ensure a freer movement of goods within 
the province. 
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Sir, in answer to a question of mine on this subject, the Government 
reply was it does not consider the desiribility of moving the Railway 
Administration to ensure free movement of goods within this province. A 
critical situation has been created thereby in this matter. 

Sir, in this connection 1 demand an explanation troin tlie Government 
why the Provincial Textile Contix)! Authorities are giving exemption to 
(iertain parties from the obligation of tex-mark and releasing their goods to 
the market. What considerations weighed with the authorities in giving 
such discriininaiorv exemption i" This is clear nepotism to say the least. 

Mr. Sj>eaker, Sir, I venture to make the following suggestioijs : - 

(1) All sealed go(»(ls in Calcutta as well us in mofussil should imme- 
diately he n'leased for sale with a condition that the goods should 
he sold within a month and if any dealer is found in ])OHsessiou 
of any such goods after the expiry of a month, his stocks will be 
confiscated. This will have the effect of easing the market. 

(t!) Hengul being a deficit [)rovince, tin* mill products (d' llcngal should 
not be allowed to he exported out of Bengal and Assam w^hich 
should be treated as one zone. 

(3) Tiansport facilities should immediately he increased with a view' 

to ensure free movements. 

(4) The wholesale dealers should not have any dithculty in getting the 

products fiom the mill at the rate tliey are entitled to get and 
the retailer should not have any difficulty to get the goods from 
the whole.sale deah^s. 

(5) Ifandloom industry should he expanded and attempts slioiihl ho 

imnle by the Government in that direction. 

((}) Immediately the bun upon tire hi-anches of the All-1 ndia Spinners’ 
Association throughout the province should he withdrawn with 
a view to encourage hand-spinning and Jiand-weaving. 

(7) Before taking any steps by the Government in the matter' ot adminis- 
tration of the (’ottoii Cloth and Yarn ((Control) Order, the advice 
of the Provincial Textile Advisory (>)mmitte(‘ should he taken 
and their advice should he given due considerutiem . 

Next, Sir, T slrall deal with how the Government have failed control 
the price of rice. In the Calcutta Gazette, dated 9th March, 1944, and 
Ifith March, 1944, it has been published that during the weeks ending on 
Ist March, 1944, and 9th March, 1944, in places, viz., Barrackpore, Rana- 
ghat, Jheniadaha, Dacca, Munshiganj, Manikganj, Narayanganj, Comilla, 
Brahmanbaria, Faridpur. Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar, Noakhali, rice w'as not 
available in the open markets. In the Jugantar, dated loth March, 1944, 
it has been reported that during the week ending on 1 Ith March, 1944, 
coarse and medium rice sells at Rs. 19 to Rs. 20 per maund and fine 
Gobindabhog aUip rice sells at Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 per maund at Comilla 
while in a corresponding week of the last year, coarse and medium rice 
used to sell at Rs, 15 to Rs. Ifi and fine Gobindabhog rice selling at Rs. 22 
to Rs. 25. So from the Government report it is clear that rice is not 
available in the open markets in many places and if it is ayailable it sells 
at a price much above the control rates. The Government have utterly 
failed to control the price. 
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In the Council of State Mr. B. E. Sen, the Director-General of Food, has 
dwelt at lenjfth on the present food situation of Bengal. He has said that 
the Government had found in the procurement scheme of ainan crops that 
the cultivators are holding on to their crops, in no districts they had brought 
into the markets more than 50 per cent, of what they would normally have 
hj'ouglit up to this time of the year. Tu several districts it was much less 
than v5 per cent. The rtjason for this is mainly due to want of public con- 
fidence. Mr. B, U, Sen has .said that we had to persevere in liel])ing the 
leturn ol public confideiu'e and we must lake steps to makt‘ the cultivatois 
release their stocks by providing them with consumers goods at reasonable 
price; public confidence cannot be created when the cultivators find that 
they do not get other necessaries of life even salt at a reasonahle price. Salt 
now sells in many places at prices varying from annas 8 to Ke. 1 per seer. 
The prices o\‘ other necessaries of life liave increased en<jrinou.sly. 

Prices of articles for hutting have increased 1,000 per <ent., implements 
of agriculture more than 1,000 per cent, and so on. This is the real situa- 
tion, real ]ncture in Bengal. Truly this dismal picture cast a gloom over 
me and every one who knows the situation. Lakhs of people are still 
starving, lakhs are homeless, many lakhs are diseased and every moment 
feeling the agonies of death. The question is how to remedy the situation. 

1 am definitely of opinion that unless a true national Goveriinieni be estab- 
lished, unless the people can feel that they are enduring for tlieir salvation, 
unless they feel that this war is a war of freedom from domination, Gom 
wants, diseases and penury, unless the true patriots who ai(* clap])ed in jail 
ar(5 releas(al. we cannot think of any solution of the ])ro'blein. 

('onlere!ic(‘ convened ,hy TTis Excellency the Governor of Bengal of 
(hunmissioners and District Officers, ihe retinue of officers — Diiector of 
(yivil Supplies with his huge departments, (Controller of Wheat and Wheat 
Pn>ducts, Controller of Rationing, Regional (Controller, Food Grain Purchase 
Offi( •er, Special Relief (frgunisntioii Officer with their liuge <*stal)lishinents, 
the statement issued therefrom, the paper “Grow More Food Campaign*', 
witlt their corruption, bribery, nepotism, black-marketing, will not be able 
to solve the ])rohlein. The Government in the past have inismably failed 
to tackle the situation and will fail in future. Civil reepuremenhs have not 
in the past received the attention as the military requirements had. Diffi- 
culties in transport are mainly responsible to a great extent for this dismal 
state of things. In (Calcutta even i‘oke and salt have been scarce. 

I’he Government whiclt have miserably failed to control the price, the 
Government whose order as to the price is daily and o]>cnly disobeyed in 
open markets, tlie Government which cannot give prote(*tion to the people 
from greedy traders, the Government which is unsympathetic towards the 
aspiration of the people, the Governmeirt which is cruel, mischievous and 
communal in outlook, stands Helf-oondemned. 

With these few words I commend the motions for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dfi NA.I»iNAICSHA SANYAIb* Can we not expect this courtesy from 
the Minister ia charge of Civil Supplies to be present here in connection 
with an important debate like this? This is a matter of privilege, 8ir. In 
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<he Central Awiembly the President at one time did insist that the Com- 
maiider-in-cliief must be present; otherwise the House (‘ould be adjourned. 
I think, Sir, you have also ji^ot a similar power. * 

Mfi SPEAKER: Tlie difficulty is this. Personally, I must say ihat in 
this House there has l)eeri no occasion when u Minister has bet*n compelled 
to be present. T do not kn(»w what happened in the Central Assembly. T 
will have to look into the mutter. For the present ! notice that the llon’ble 
the Chief Minister who has moved this motion is present here, and some 
Parliamentary Secretaries who are attached to the Civil Sn|)]>lies Department 
are also present here. In these circumstances T do not think that 1 can ask 
the Civil Supplies Minister to be present. 

Mft RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg t<» move that tlie demand of 
Rs. 8, 50, .07, 000 for expenditure under the head ‘Tei — Fxtraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. T move this to raise a discussion 
about the failure of (lovernment to take step to stop — 

(/) (‘orrnption and dishonesty prevalent amongst the ofiicaos of Civil 
Supply Department. 

(n) black-marketing. 

Sir, the mo\ing of this motion reminds me of the answer given by Sir 
Nazimuddin in the General Administration about direct and si>ecitic 
instances ot dishonesty b\ some responsible offi<‘ers. The atiswer has f on- 
tinned the ap])r(*hensi()n of the public that even th(‘ Cliief MiniHt('r directly 
or indirectly is in collusion with the dishonesty and corruption of bis 
colleagues. (^Cries of “Question” fnmi Ministerialist benches.) 

ft is a surprise to me that a (^hief Minister of a province instead of 
giving warning and threat of strict actions against dishom'sty and corruption 
of the officers is found to lie simply trying to evade it. It is nothing but 
a direct encouragement of corruption. 

Sir, as tar as m\ personal kmmdedge of mufassal goes, I know that the 
Suj)pl.\ Department is meant not for supplying fo<»dstuft' or any other ne(*es- 
sary commodities to the public but for making some Supply Officers and 
some of the public who can bribe these officers rich overnight^ The present 
Government for the sake (d ])atronisiiig some of their party men are appoint- 
ing hundreds and thousands of temporary officers in this department. Thesi^ 
temporary officers win* are uncertain of their service and future life simplv 
think of making some im*ne\ in the meantime. 

Speaking of the Sadar subdivision Comilla, particularly the western fiart 
of that subdivision is seriously affected by the distress and famine. Thi.s 
area consists of low lands and is a predominantly jute area and is mainly 
dependent on aniati crop. The produce of jmddy of that area cannot sustain 
the people of that area for more than 4 months on an average. For the nrst 
8 mouths the people of that area are dependent on others. But for the last 
ojie year no rice or paddy has yet been supplied to that area although 40 to 
50 thousand people have died during the last few month.s due to no food, 
little food or rotten food and the subsequent outbreak of malaria, smalD 
pox and cholera as a result of the loss of vitality of the people. 

May I ask the Minister if any amount of rice or paddy has been stored 
in that area and, if so, where and what amount? If not, then what is the 
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necessity of maintaining the officer of the Supply Department P Rice is 
selling in that area even now at R». 19 to Rs. 21. No attempt is being made 
to bring down the price at the controlled rate. Eighty per cent, of the 
peoi»Te have got no capacity io purcha.se at this high rate. Even in this 
month of Chaitra many people are .starvijig (u remain half-starved and God 
knows what is in store for them in the future. 

The only thing which these officers do at present is to appoint some 
agents tor tlie sale of kerosene and sugar. So fur as my personal knowledge 
of my subdivision goes, most of the appointments of these agents were made 
in consideration of bribe. No sugar or kerosene is available to the public 
exi ept through black-marketing. No step has yet been taken to stop black- 
marketing although 1 brought these matters to the notice ot the District 
Magistrate and the Commissioner of the Division. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that tlie demand 
of Rs. 8,50,67,000 under the head “68 — Extraordinary Charges ?n India” 
be redu(*ed by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion to raise a discussion about tlie desirability of utilis- 
ing union boards in distribution of essential foodstuffs in the rural area. 

Sir, I have goi two things to say in this lloust*. The first thing that 1 
want to say is that in these days of l*rovin(*ial Antonoiny which has been 
functioning in this province for 7 years it should be our aim and jiolicy to 
make our union boards workable and living organisations. If you leave* the 
union boards alone and in the e-(mditions in which they were at the* 
heginning <d our autonomous regime 1 w'ant to sij\ that we have not 
progressed at all in the matter of self-government, because only tlic meinbcis 
in this House within tlie 4 corners of this As.seinldy hall do not represent the 
eountiy. Tf we want t/O educate the country we must educate tlie union 
boards in all matters of Government. The union boards must be imbued 
with tlio idea of self-help and also wdth ideas, educational, economic and 
sanitary and all other questions including the question of maintaining law 
and order. If we have progressed there, then certainly we can claim that 
progress in self-government has been made in this jirovince. 

(V)ming to the practical side relating to the matter of ilmtrihution of 
civil supplies 1 say that this is an opportunity which has been afforded to 
us in educating our union boards and the members of the union boards in 
the matter of self-government. In my own district when there was a scarcity 
of kerosene the Government officials, the bureaucracy, selected dealers in 
the rural area and instructed them to sell kerosene at controlled rates, but we 
got repods — and these wore correct reports — that these dealers after giving 
II few’ drops to n few persons or a few first comers sold the rest of the stock 
at prices varying from 8 annas to Re. 1 per seer. When I approached the 
District Magistrate on this matter, he said tliat he had received no com- 
plaints from any one — though it was reported quite widely. Now', a poor 
villager who purchases 2 or 4 pice worth of kerosene cannot dare to com- 
plain against the dealer who has been selected by Government officials. 
There are substantial persons in the rural area but they themselves are 
guilty of this corrupt practice, because they purchase kerosene at a higher 
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price than the controlled rate. That being the fact there was no remedy at 
hand. Now, Sir, at that time 1 suggested that the services of union boards 
might be requisitioned which the District Magistrate kindly did. After the 
experience of a few months he found that black marketing had vanished 
though the supply had not been adequate and the peoi)le were not getting 
it according to their requirements. 

There is another side of the question. Sir, to this I referred during the 
general discussion of the budget. The exj)erience that we have in the inatter 
of scarcity of salt is that j>eople in the runil area do uni believe that there 
is real scarcity of salt. They are under the inipre.ssion tliat salt is tliere l)ut 
it is only being used by the influential people. They tee] that, being poor, 
their necessities are not being met with in the rural area. Now, niy idea is 
that it Government allocate salt union by union alter taking .statist i(*s (»f 
the population of eacli union and distribute the .salt through the union 
hoard, in that case, the people will really see that they are getting their 
quota hut there being not suttieient supply they are getting a meagre supply 
of it. It will also save the prestige of Government \o some e.xtent, hut my 
main ohjec-t is to utilise union hoards in all matters in which their nssistaiiee 
may ])e i>rofitably taken, in tlie matters of distribution of civil supplies — 
whether salt, kerosene, sugar or anything else. Even in the matter of pro- 
enrement the help of the union Ixuirds will he of great value. At juesent 
I do not know what is the scheme <»1 Government. \Ve think that Govern- 
ment in.stead of taking statistms liom their own ofheers slnjuld ohiaiij them 
from the i»eople tliemselves and 1 think that union hoard is llu* i)rt)per 
anthoiity which can say wliat is its usual consumption foi a mniitli or for a 
yeai', or what is the need in each area. AHei asi‘ei taining i1h‘ inlorjimtion 
Irom each union boaid — if necessary it can be \crified l)\ tiox t‘rnmen1— -a 
system may be devised whereby if theie is any excess pro(lii(*e it may be 
taken out of the union hoard area and the union hoard menihers ma> help in 
that process without aii\ anxiety, witluuit any uncertaint\ and without any 
apjjrehension for the future. Instead ol that if Goveinnienl of1iccr> - - 

(At this stage the member having reached the tinie-Jiiri it resumed his 
seat.) 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: Sir, I heg. in 
move that tlie demand of Ks. 8,50,57/KK) under the head “bd- Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India’* be reduced by Rs. J(K). 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about refusal of iatir)n for 
hhoy or offering to Hindu deities. 

I further beg to move that the demand ol Rs. 8,60,67,000 under the 
head ‘‘(vl — Extraordinary Charges in India"' t)€ reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about refusal 
to ensure a ration of atap rice to Hindu widows. 

Sir, in introducing a rationing scheme, it is up to the Government to 
see that people do not unnecessarily suffer or that their religious 
susceptibilities are not wounded in any manner. Yet unfortunately 
speaking, from the haphazard manner in which the rationing schemes have 
been introduced, it appears that all the different aspects of the problems 
have not been fully and properly considered. I fully appreciate that the 
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question is rather delicate, but that is an additional reason why the 
authorities should be more circumspect and careful in devising their achemee. 

«ir, take for instance the question of religious feelings, and the refusal 
of ration for d/io^ or offerings to Hindu deities. Government should 
know that such b/iop or offerings to deities form a part of religious 
injunction to devout Hindus. To refuse these rations is tantamount to an 
unwarranted interference with the religious rights of the Hindus, and I am 
afraid that whatever excuse might have been offered by the rationing 
authorities, there is hardly any justifiable reason for this extraordinary 
procedure. 

There is then the question of ensuring a supply of aiap rice to Hindu 
widows. 'I'o incoriairate this in the scheme of rationing is not at all 
difficult, and 1 think that much avoidable hardships would not have 
occurred had the Government taken these c-ases int(. lull <-onsideration and 
framed their plans accordingly. 

1 hope that in their future schemes of rationing in the urban and 
rural ureas, as also in (ialcutta Government will be fairly serious about the 
mutter and ensure that religious susceptibilities are fully respected. There 
might lie atiuses here and there and 1 think there are ample means to 
check the abuses, if any. 


Crowding of lobbies by visitors. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Hefore you jiroccetl, Hlir, may 
1 draw your attention to one fact that the lobbies and Ihe appi-oac’hes to 
this Ghamlier have been converted into a veritable share market where the 
outsiders arc occupjing tlie seats in such large iiumliei that the members 
can neithei lake their seats there nor can they use llie teleidioucs meant 
for them. 1 appeal to you to .see, Sir, that lolihies are not crowded in this 
fuMhion uiineccHHarily bj oiitsiderH. 

Mfs SPEAKER; 1 will see that the lobbies are projierly looked alter 
and 1 will consult the leaders and pass neeessary orders later on. 

(At this st-age the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

f After adjournment.) 

63— Extraordinary charges in India. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I l>eg to move that the 
demand ot Ks. 8,50,57,1)00 be reduced by Ks. 10(1 to raise a discussion 
about (/) the serious defects in the working of the rationing scheme, (/i) the 
failure of the ('ivil Supplies Department in maintaining supplies and 
(Mi) the wasteful expenditure involved in the expansion and working of 
the department. 

It is very difficult, Sir, in this short space of time to deal adequately 
and properly with such a large and important demand; a demand with 
which the question of life and death of the petfple of this j)rovince is* 
intimately connected. 

In the short time at my disposal 1 can barely touch the various points 
raised by my motion. As regards the serious defects in the working of 
the rationing scheme, I tliink that question was discussed at length some 
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time ago in this House during this session. In connection with that 
discussion the distinguished leader of the European group took an 
opportunity to say that the European group withdrew their support from 
the previous Ministry because the previous Ministry was not a]>plying 
their mind to the question of civil supply. He clean forgot that the 
previous Ministry had no Minister entirely in charge of Civil Supplies 
at all. The Civil Supplies Department was only tagged on to the Depart- 
ment oi Commerce and Industries. There was not tme single Minister, 
Sir, to apply his whole mind to the question. But what do we see after 
the institution of the present Ministry!^ There is a Chvil Supplies Minister: 
he devotes his whole time and attention to the subject aud yet how much 
improvement has been eftected in spite of the fact that there has l>eeu a 
bumper crop this year and in spite oi the further facts that large 
subsidies are coming from the Central (iovernment and the fact tire Miitary 
has taken over the question of movement:^ In spite of all these advantages 
we see that the situation has not been relieved sufficiently; rather, it is as 

menacing today as it was in March, 194d (Mr. Aiimaj) Hossajn : 

Question!) Yes, wait a bit, 1 will come to that question. As regards 

the rationing scheme it was tiie idea of the Eoodgrains Ihdicy Committee 
that rationing should be introduced because this is the only method of 
killing the queues. Have ilie queues In^eu killed in (kilcutta!^ Are not 
(piite a multitude of people found standing before every Coverument 
Store in Calcutta ^ Therefore the first object of rationing has tailed so 
far as Calcutta is concerned. The second object was anti-lioardiiig us 
rationing was deemed to be the only way to deal effeitfively with boarding. 
Has this Government been able to deal eftectively with hoarding!^ The 
Director-General of hood has observed and lie has been quoted by Mr. 
DJiirendra Aath Datta that the cultivat<»rs in Bengal are not bringing 
their produce to the market: not even 50 per eenl. ol what tbev were used 
to briug they are bringiug this time to the maiket. That shows (hut so far 
as the actvities of the presiuit Ministry are concerned they iiave inspired 
no confidence in the cultivators. And what is the supply jioMtion now, 
SirP If >ou look to the latest report in the Calcutta Gazette (d I he Kith 
March, you will find that tlie four subdivisions of the Dacca district have 
been marked “(a)” which means that rice can scarcely be had there in the 
open market at the controlled price. In Dacca there is not a single 
subdivision where rice can be had at the controlled price, (kmiing to 
Chittagong, Sir, we see there are two subdivisions and Initli the subdivisions 
liave been marked “(a)” which means that there also rice cun seanely be 
had in the open market at the controlled pricA^. Sir, there aie tliree 
subdivisions, again, in Tippera and in not one of them rice can be had 
at the controlled price. Not only this is the position in the East Bengal 
and rural Bengal but look at Greater Calcutta — just at the north suburbs 
of Calcutta. The northern municipalities in Greater Calcutta, nay, the 
whole of Barrackpore subdivision of 24-Parganas, have been marked “ta/’, 
that is, rice tsm scarcely be had there also in the open mai^kei at the 
controlled price. That is the position even in the neigh hour hfiod of 
Calcutta, Sir. 

Now, let me conclude the secund question that is raised in my motion, 
namely, the failure of the Civil Supplies Department in maintaining 
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supplies. Sir^ what I have just stated amply shows that the CiTil Supplies 
Department even after indulging in procurement schemes for months have 
not been able to ensure supplies to various districts in Bengal. 

Now 1 shall touch upon the very last point of my motion^ namely, the 
wasteful expenditure involved in the expansion and working of the 
department. If you refer to the Ked Book, page 79, you will see, Sir, that 
in explaining the budget the following observation has been made at the 
bottom of the page: — “Allows increased provision of 46 lakhs on account 
of a full year’s requirement in respect of items (2) and (3) w'hich came into 
operation in the latter part of the current year”, that is, items relating to 
establishment charges on account of the scheme of rationing and to the 
expansion and reorganisation of the Department of Civil Supplies. Under 
the revised estimate, the increase is due mainly to larger loss on sale of 
subsidised food tlmn was anticipated in the budget and the rest of the 
budget demand which means 33 lakhs of extra expenditure has been 
proposed to meet the loss on subsidised food to public. Is it assumed that 
in this year also the famine will be repeated P If this Government has 
had that apprehension it ought to clear out l>ecau8e it had a lull one year 
to deal with the problem and has not been able to solve the problem. On 
the contrary the situation, as I said before, is us menacing now as it was 
in March, 1943. 

I have one word more to add and 1 will finish. The European group 
has been well advised not to allow the motion of Mr. Skipwith to l>e moved 
to raise a discussion about the high prices prevailing for nu'at, fish, poultry, 
eggs, milk, vegetable and other ioodstufi's essential in his oi)inion. Sir, to 
the people of Jlengal these articles of food are rather luxuries ai»(l not one 
of tlieni is essential toodstui)'. In their report the Eooilgrains Policy 
Committee, on page 68, observed; “We cited in paragraph 21 below Dr. 
Akroyd’s view that there is at present no available substitute for cereals in 
the Indian diet. Under the circumstances for a large" part of the popula- 
tion of the country the quantity to be given under the rationing scheme 
represents the sole effective intake of food and in our oj)iniou that quantity 
should not be allowed except in the case of temporary breakdowns to fall 
below the amount of one pound of cereal per adult j>er da 3 ^“ There has 
been a bum])er rice crop in Bengal this year. Why, may I ask, in spite 
of that-** — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Kai Chaudhuri, your time is up. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 shall finish in a minute. 
- — sliould a large and compulsory provision for tittn and flour and wheat 
be made in our rations and why not point-rationing giving ehoice to the 
people be adopted!^ Those people who cannot take kindly to atUi^ who are 
not accustomed to take flour, should Im? permitted to take rice and rice only. 
1, therefore, suggest that the Government ought to adopt what is called 
“point rationing”. 

Mauivi MAQBUL HOSAIN: Sir, I Wg to move that the demand of 
Be. 8,50,67,000 for expenditure under the head “6-1 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Bs. 100. I move this motion in onler 
to raise a discussion about the corruption prevailing in rationing 
department. 
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I also move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about running of the 
rationing department by supporters of the present Government with a view 
to keep them in power. • 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Rationing Department ii?r 
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Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8URs Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Ks. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head ' ‘63— Extraordinary 
ChargeH in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order 
to raise a discussion alnnit the policy of the Government in voluntarily 
undertaking a portion of the financial responsibility relating to defence 
and connected with the war, at a considerable sacrifice of the normal 
requirements of the people of the province which directly fall within the 
8coi)e of the provincial authority and jurisdiction. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head ”63— Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the utter failure of 
the Government in giving adequate protection to the civilian population 
with reHi)ect to Civil Defence and other connected matters. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for exj)enditure under 
the liead ”63 — Extraordinary Charges in India’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion in order itf raise a discussion about the policy of the 
Governniefit in the matter of awarding compensation to the evacuees, 
corruption prevailing amongst the rank and file of the staff dealing witli 
such mutters, the utter disregard of the provisions of Defence of India 
Rules and the principles of land acquisition. 

Sir, section 49 of the Government of India Act lays down that the 
executive authority of a jirovince extends to the matters with respect to 
which the I^rovincial Legislature has power to make laws. 

Defence is therefore a mutter outside the scope of Provincial Authority 
and as a matter of fact no burden has been imposed on the revenues of a 
province for the i)urpose of defence under the constitution. 

Section 33 of the Government of India Act lays down that the expen* 
ditiire for the purpose of the discharge by the Governor-General of his 
functions with respect to defence shall be expenditure charged on the 
revenues of the Federation. 

Section 67A of the Government of India Act still continued in force 
with amendmenis as set o\it in the ninth schedule further provides that the 
proposals of the Governor-General in Council for the appropriation of 
revenues or moneys relating to expenditure under the head classified by the 
ordt'r of the Governor-General in Council as Defence or any other expendi- 
ture declared by the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, for 
the time l>eing in force to be charged on the revenues of the Federation 
shall not be submitted to the vote of the liegislative Assembly nor shall 
they be open to discussion by either Chamber at the time when the annual 
statement is under consideration unless the Governor-General otherwise 
directs. 
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It is thus clear that — 

(1) the entire burden for the purpose of defence has been thrown on 

the revenues of the Governor-General in Council, 

(2) the responsibility for discharginjr the functions with respect to 

defence has been imposed on the Govenior-General and he is not 
responsible to the Indian Lejjfislatures, 

Under section 12^3 the Governor-Geperal may direct the Governor of a 
Province to discharge as fns af/ciit such functions in relation to defence as 
may be specified in the direction. 

Here also the Governor in the discharge of any such function shall 
have to act in his discretion. Now, Sir, the Jlengal Ministries are quit/O 
conversant with the conditions of finances of the province. They could 
reaUse the iini)act of the war on the finances of the province. They are 
certainly aware of the fact that the Government of Hengal have got no 
financial responsibility with respect to e.vpenditure for the purpose of 
defence. In spite of all these, it is really a mystery why the Bengal 
Ministries readily accepted a position which seeks to impose a burden on 
the provincial exchequer, vitally affecting the finances of th(‘ province. 
Weak and imbecile as they are they cannot iiold their own. As a result of 
this thoughtless and irresponsible commitment the much-talked-of 
Proxincial Autonomy has in fact ceased to function and the administration 
has btum kept going on anyhow. All nation-building at‘tivities have been 
susjiended and they liaxe devoted their time and energy and resi’ources as 
well to meet the situation that lias arisen in this province as a result of 'the 
policy of the (iov(*rnment of India pursued for the ])rosecution of the war. 
Thc;v have givim a d(‘cent luirial to tlie so-called IVovincial Autonomy and 
converted the (ioverninent of Bengal into an agency of tlu* British 
bureaucracy. The Governor-General in Gouncil is the sujireme autliority, 
the IVovincial Governors are his agents and the Ministry is holding office 
during the i)lea.sure of the Governor. 

Under section 150 no burden shall be imposed on the revenues of the 
Uederation or the Indian Provinces except for the purpose bf India or 
some part of India. 

Is it merely out of sympathy for the Indian people that the military 
operations have been undertaken by the United Nations near our frontier? 

Burma has long been cut off from India and made a unit by itself 
against the wishes of the people of India and of Burma. Burma and some 
territories belonging to His Majesty’s Government as well as some other 
territories belonging to some foreign powders including the United States 
of America have fallen into the hands of Japan. The importance of India 
as a strategic base, because of its geographical position, cannot be denied 
and as a matter of fact India has been converted into a major supply 
centre and has become a vast military base for war against Japan. 
Whatever military operations have been undertaken by the United Nations 
ill the Far East are for reconqueiing the territories they have lost and 
and not for the purpose of India. If the United Nations could not utilise 
this country as the ba.se of their military operations the chances of victory 
would have been far remote. But there is no denying the fact that the 
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Province of Bengal has become the worst victim of the military operations 
onrlcrtaken by the United Nations and their activities are responsible for 
creating the present situation in Bengal which has become alnmst 
unbearable. Untold miseries and incalculable sufferings have been inflicted 
on the people of this unfortunate province. , Over and above these, if 
financial burden is also to be borne by the province to combat the situa- 
tion arising out of war condition it is adding insult to injury. 

The most important factors responsible for the present crisis in Bengal 
may be summed up as follows: — A drastic curtailment of transport 
facilities available for civil requirements to meet the demands ne( essitated 
by the war has been effected to such an extent that it would be no 
exHgg(‘ration to state that for all practical purposes transjmrt facilities have 
been denied to the civil population to meet their refjiiirenients. The 
one-sided policy of the Government of India is responsible for this state of 
thingft. To use the words of the ITon’ble Finance Minister “the ])resence 
of a large military personnel, the construction of aerodromes, roads and 
bridges and the almost unlimited purchases of commodities have im'vitably 
upset the balance of the economic life of the province and intensified the 
evil of Inflation**. 

The Government of India had to create abnormal purchasing j)<)wer for 
the Government to meet the demands on the revenues necessitated* by the 
war. 

Thirdly, this province is already a defitut province in the matter of her 
food requirements and other essentials of life. We have been dej)rived of 
supplies of rice from Burma, Singapore and Indo-Chjua as u result of the 
war. Vast areas of cultivated land have been a(quire(l for military ])ur- 
poaes and the production has diminished to that extent. Then there is an 
influx of several lakhs of military people and of evatuiees from Burma 
ill the province. 

'riiese factors liave led to abnormal rise in jtriees ot foodstuffs and other 
essentials of life varying from 300 to 800 per cent. Famine is the 
inevitable consequence and e]>idemics must follow in its train. The food 
crisis is a creation of the policy of the Government of India juirsued for 
prosecution of the war. The Government of India is responsible for the 
situation arising out of the war and must finance the measures adopted to 
combat the situation. 

Then, Sir, the impact of the war on the finances of the province is writ 
large in the figures given in the Red Book with respect to expenditure 
under the different heads. 

The total figures with respect to expenditure on account of dearness 
allowance for 1942-43, 1943-44 and 1944-45 to Government servants stand out 
at 1} crores of rupees. As compared with the expenditure in 1941-42, the 
increase of expenditure under the head “Jails” in the current year and 
the coming year is Rs. 1,55.17,000; and the increase in expenditure on the 
head “Agriculture” in 1943-44 and the coming year is Rs. 1,85,75,000; 
as also the increase in expenditure on the head “Public Health” for the 
current year and the coming year is Rs. 04,24,000. The expenditure on 
Famine for the years 1942-43, 1943-44 and 1944-45 stands at Rs. 8,78,09,792, 
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The expenditure on “Extraordinary Charjires^^ from 1940-41 to 1944-45 
standn at Rs. 18,79,25,740. The expenditure on account of interest 
borrowed for the purpose of financing schemes connected with the war is 
about Its. 58 lakhs in 1943-44 and 1944-45. The increase in our Revenue 
recei ])ts is expected to vary from 7 to 8 crores in 194^^1-44 and 1944-45 
compared with the recei])ts in 1941-42. At the close of the cominpf year 
our indei)tednes8 will be Rs. 19,70,75,000 According? to the estimates the 
cominjr year’s working will close with a nejxative balance of 10 crores 65 
lakhs. 

TTj) to the close of the coming year not less than 33 crores of rupees 
Mould ^et out of tlie Provincial Excheciuer to ligliten the burden on the 
revenues of the Government of India. Rut, Sir, this is a legitimate burden 
on the Centre. 

As to the matters falling within the scope of the Provincial Authority 
tlieie ;ir(‘ ns iniiny as 13 Ministers placed in charge of the different depart- 
nii'iiis. The secondary sehooLs particularly those situated in rural areas 
are on tlu* verg(‘ of lotal extinction. The existing free ])rimary sidiools 
have ke])t tlieir e\istenc(‘ only in name. The introduction of fri’c f)riTnary 
schools in {li>tric(s wlieie there* are none has been ke])t in abeyance till 
after the war. As to the Departments of Agriculture and of Puldie 
Heal til, the wliclc att<*Titlou has been given to meet the situation arising 
out (d tli(‘ wat by adopting t(‘mporary measures. No planned programme 
to hrin^ about all-round agrieultural improvement or to iniprove* public 
health ou a pennaneut ]»asis has been undertaken. Public bealth has been 
comj)let(‘ly shattered Law and Order has been vindicated in gagging the 
press and the i)latform, in putting under detention thousands of patriots 
w’ithout trial for an indefinif(* period hut cannot give protection to the 
law-abiding citizen against police* and military oppression. 

As to the I)(*partment of Tnduslri(*s the All-India Spinners’ Association 
has been suppressed ; thousands ot spinners and w’cavers have been thrown 
out of eiuidoyment. No jail reforms are possible till after the war. 

As to Civil Defence thousands of families have been rendered homeless 
and landless by evacuation. Thousands of civilians have been killed as a 
result of air raid by enemy planes and properties w’orlh several lakhs have 
been destroyed or damaged. May I enquire of the Minister in charge 
wTiether any compensation has been paid to the dependants of those who 
have been killed as a result of bombing or shot dead by the military people? 
If so, what is the maximum amount assessed as being the value of a human 
life in this country and whether any compensation has been allowed to 
those whose properties have been destroyed or damaged? In rural areas 
where aerodromes have been constructed, the lives and properties of the 
villagers are always exposed to dangers of bombing. No air raid 
precautions have been taken. Military oppression on a mass scale has 
been committed, our women have been molested, innocent villagers have 
been shot dead and injured but on the plea for want of identification the 
culprits could not be brought to book and this is how the custodians of 
law and order have discharged their responsibility. 
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To crown all our Ministers in the name of Provincial Autonomy have 
made us a present of the unprecedented famine which visited this unfor- 
tunate land in the past few months. Hundreds of thousands of people had 
to die for want of food and as a result of starvation from day to day 
followed })y epidemics, unheard of in the history of any other country in 
the world within living memory. Sir,- it is regrettable that the Ministers 
did not think it worthwhile to see that deaths due to starvation were 
recorded then and there at least to get themselves acquainted with the 
real state of affairs in the country. On the contrary, the Executive did 
take all possible care for suppression of this terrible state of things happen- 
ing in the country. Sir, if one thousandth part of what happened in this 
country during the past few months would have occurred in Great 
Jlritain 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sur, your time is up. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Very well, Sir. With these words, 

1 commend my motions to the acceptance of the House. 

Alhadj GYASUDDIN AHMED CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the 
head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” bo reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move this to raise a discussion about bribery and corruption in the Civil 
Su])ply I)ei)ariment. 

Sir, I do not want to take any more time of the House UvS other members 
our party will speak on the subject. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH SEN; Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8.50.57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion 
about tlie general policy and extraordinary expenses. 

Slir, this new account of Extraordinary Charges has been ojiened in 
1943-14, and the detailed statement of the items of expenditure clubbed 
under this head shows that most of the expen.ses are connected with the war 
and have to be incurred because of the geographical coincidence that 
Hen gal happens to be on the war front and is the main base for offensive 
action of the south-East Asia Command. The circumstances are extra- 
ordinary and expenses have to be incurred. Hut what I would like to 
emphasise is whether the money provided was utilised in the current year 
or would he utilised in the next year in the best manner possible. The 
Hnancinl “Niagra” is flowing in its full fury. But what check and 
guarunlee is there that money is spent well, when we hear so much about 
eorru])tioii and inefficiency of the Government departments. The sum 
provided for the expansion of the Directorate of Civil Supplies forms a 
major item of expenditure under this head, but the efficiency of the depart- 
ment has not increased in the least. 

A sum of about Rs. 2 lakhs has been provided for the administration 
of the Cotton Clotli and Yarn Control Order and Rs. 3 lakhs for the 
administration of the Drugs Control Order. As regards cloth, there 
prevails an acute famine of the article in Bengal. In spite of the fact that 
price control is being rigorously enforced, the benefits thereof are not 
being reaped by the consumers on account of an absolute shortage of cotton 
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piece-g;oods in the market. I understand that the Government have set 
up a Provincial Advisory Committee to advise them on matters connected 
with the administration of the Order, hut it is my information that the 
members of the committee are seldom consulted by the Provincial Textile 
Controller before any important decision is taken. There is no justification 
for this scant courtesy shown by the Government to the members of the 
Advisory Coommittee which has been ('onstituted in order to associate 
non-official commercial opinion with the Government in the matter of 
administering a complicated measure like the Cotton Cloth and Yarn 
Control Order. This is also in direct contrast with the status of the Textile 
Control Hoard whose decisions have often to be accepted by the Textile 
Commissioner even thou^di the latter may disap:ree with the same. I 
cannot understand the reason as to why a different procedure should be 
followed in respect of the IVovincial Advisory Committee particularly in 
matter re!atin<? to administrative details. Similar is tlie case with the 
administration of the Drills Control Order, (iovernment control has not 
impToved the situation in tlie least. 

In the next jdace, the loss on sale on sulisidised foodstuffs which 
accouTits for a sum of more than Rs. f) crores slu)uld have been dealt in 
more details by the (iovernment, so that there may be no ground for 
sus]»icion and misunderstanding*. 

The Government should lx* above board. They have not told us the 
rates at which the\ ])ropose to sell the foodfjrains purchased by them. A 
mere statement of the total aimuint of the loss is not very helj)ful, Tt is 
because of tliis reason that I em})hasise the necessity for maintaining? an 
effective check and supervision on spending? hy the Government I)e])art?nents 
of the Mims provided under different items in this head. 1 would now 
like to refer to another matter of extreme public importance, particularly 
to the citizi'ns in the ('alcutta area, viz., the nupiisitioninj? of residimtial 
houses as well as factory ju’emises on an ext(*nsive scale, sometinu's on a 
very short notice. The Government of India have also admitted, in rejily 
to a question in the Central Assembly, that hardsliip had bemi cjiused in 
some cases to the civil population in Calcutta and outside by the requisition- 
ing of houses by the Government under the Defence of India Rules, I 
admit the necessity of the Army in its war effort to r(*ceive juioiity treat- 
ment. Nevertheless the inconvenience cau.sed to the civil population should 
be reduced to the minimum. I am aw'are that the General Officer Command- 
ing, Eastern Command, has set up a Town Planning Committee and that 
this committee has got down to work through a small (Juartering Com- 
mjttee. But with the progress of operations under the South-East Asia 
Command increasing demands will be made with which the building 
potential would hardly be able to cope. It is, therefore, necessary that 
steps should be taken to relieve the pre.ssure on the housing accommodation 
in Calcutta. With that end in view military personnel should as far as 
practicable be located outside Calcutta in temporary structures. B(‘side8, 
every facility should be given to the building materials, particularly iron 
and steel materials as also of bricks, cement and wood and shortage of 
various fittings. The building programme has been at a stand still in 
Calcutta for the last four years. Even homses under construction have 
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been left incomplete. It is therefore highly desirable that facilities should 
be given for erection of new houses in Calcutta, which by providing greater 
amount of accommodation may ease the situation. Again, business firms 
have also been placed to considerable difficulty and even loss of business 
as a result of the requisitioning of their office or factory premises. It is 
to be hoped that Government will give their due consideration to this aspect 
of the problem and provide necessary relief to the commercial community. 
Lastly, in this connection, I would like to say a few words on the billetting 
of military personnel. As a matter of fact a number of house-holders have 
been served with notice for the purpose. I realise the anxiety of the 
Government to find out accommodation for military personnel, but in view 
of social conditions obtaining in India, such an action would cause hard- 
ship to the people. Even in England where conditions are favourable for 
the introduction of such a system, billeting has given rise to certain com- 
plaints from the public. It is therefore higlily desirable that billeting 
should not be enforced without the consent of house-holders. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mauivi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by lls, 100. 

I move this to raise a discussion about the failure of Government to 
make proper distribution of paddy purchase. 

I further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57.000 under (be bead 
“03— -Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about the 
procedure adopted to purchase ous paddy and its reaction. 

Sir, it is an admitted and established fact that the aus paddy was 
purchased in Jessore and that it was allowed to rot in many a railway 
station and in several other places. When these purchases were made, 
many people in that area were actually suffering from want of supplies 
because at that time rice and paddy suddenly mysteriously disappeared 
from the local market and shops. The authoi’ities did not care to release 
tlie paddy and thus relieve the distress then prevailing. At that time, 
I know there were some thanas — 5 thanas in the same district — wliich felt 
the pinch of scarcity but yet the supply was not made available. It is also 
an admitted fact that though paddy was procured in that district, many 
people there died of starvation and many relief centres and gruel kitchens 
had to be opened. The people of Dacca, Faridpur and those of eastern 
part of Jessore used to get their aus paddy and rice from Jessore by boat 
but this year they were not allowed to do so. Under the circumstances 
the people of those areas suffered from scarcity of foodcrop and had to 
starve and die of starvation, I had occasion to see in many places how 
purchases were made. I wrote a letter to the District Magistrate request- 
ing him to take immediate steps to stop the procedure which had been 
adopted to purchase paddy. No schedule of surplus paddy was prepared. 
Sub-agents, home guards and some other people were set up to procure 
paddy. On payment of some commission they were engaged to purchase 
paddy. They did not care whether anybody had any surplus paddy or not. 
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They went into the interior and procured paddy from persons even though 
they had no surplus at all. I brought to the notice of the District 
Magistrate some specific cases where paddy was snatched away from persons 
who had to purchase paddy on the very day from the black market at 
Rs. 18 per raaund. The District Magistrate afterwards went to that 
locality and returned the paddy to some of them. Most of the people could 
not get back their paddy because their paddy had already been taken to 
the godown. In this way paddy was purchased and many people who had 
no surplus at all were deprived of their paddy and no requisition was given. 
The agents declared themselves as third class magistrates and seized the 
paddy. That was the procedure adopted — a most undesirable procedure it 
was. If there be any surplus we have no objection to Government taking 
the paddy away. Paddy must be purchased only from people who have 
got surplus and who can afford to part with it. But it was not so done. 
Rich people were immune from this sort of requisition. No paddy was 
taken away from them. They were Appointed as sub-agents or agents and 
they wrested paddy from people who had not much even for their own 
consumption. 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,00,57,000 for expenditure under the head “08 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the 
maladministration in the A.R.P. services and the inadequacy of the 
arrangements. 

Sir, for the time being I propo.se to switch back to the important 
.services for A.R.P. from the subject of food supply. This is necessary 
becaus(‘ of the increased threat to this city of Calcutta and some parts of 
Bengal. I submit, Sir, this matter at the present moment is of greater 
importance than the question relating to food supply. 

Sir, I have on enquiry found that the A.R.P. services in Calcutta have 
today been reduced to a very helpless state of affairs and practically there 
is a threat of complete collapse in the entire A.R.P. organisation. Sir, 
may I hope that the Hon’ble Chief Minister will take note of thi.s debate.^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS The A.R.P. organisation in this city 
was modelled on the approved A.R.P. basis in cities like London and else- 
where, but the number of persons that were allotted for the A.R.IC organisa- 
tion has never been reached. The total number, I am told on the basis 
of some estimated expert ojiinion, was about 4,000 men in the sanctioned 
scale, but only about 3,000 men w'ere at any time recruited, while the 
original scheme was for 10,000 men. Out of this 3,000 there has been 
nearly 60 per cent, of resignations and desertions. There are areas in 
Calcutta where out of the total sanctioned cadre only about 30 per cent, 
of the wardens are now available. I will give a few examples: in the 
Burra Bazar sub-area, the total sanctioned cadre wag 1,300 — 1,209 
volunteers and 91 paid; out of these there are only 10 volunteers and 82 
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paid, that is, total 92 only are available out of the total sanctioned strength 
of 1,300. In Hare Street Wardens’ Post, which is a small post No. 2, 
the total sanctioned cadre was 19, out of which only 10 are available. In 
Ballygunge sub-area, S. Warden Post No. 4, the sanctioned number was 
14 and only 4 are available. In Jorasanko sub-area. Warden Post No. 5, 
out of the sanctioned strength of 14, Only 5 are available; and I am taking 
one of the depots — I take the Beadon Street Depot where only 5 car-drivers 
are available out of the sanctioned strength of 24. Sir, the number of 
desertions and vacancies have been so alarming that of late the Govern- 
ment had to issue an order that one month’s notice would be required to 
leave an A.R.P. Warden Post or Depot. 

On enquiry I found that the main reasons for this sort of affairs were 
the poor pay and the increased work that lias been allotted to the A.R.P. 
wardens. The pay allotted to the warden is Rs. 30 plus a dearness allow- 
ance of Rs. 8 only per month. They also get only one man’s cheap ration 
at the rate of Rs. 10 per maiind of rice. The work that they were originally 
required to do has been multiplied in various ways and additional duties 
have been impo.sed on them on account of enumeration, issue of ration 
cards, revision thereof, removal of destitutes, anti-hoarding drive, etc., 
but no additional enuduments were ever provided for these additional 
duties. Some of the A.R.P. wardens had entered the service with the idea 
that they would have to do a particular kind of job for certain hours of 
the day and tliey could seek to supplement their income by other methods. 
But that is now absolutely impossible on account of additional duties that 
have been imposed on them. Government liad recently increased the jjay 
and emoluments of lady wardens and they have been allowed Rs. 50 as 
remuneration, Rs. 14 as dearness allowance, and Rs. 5 as fixed travelling 
allowance. It is now claimed that unless the basic salary of nil the A.R.P. 
wardens in Calcutta is raised to the figure of Rs. 50 with a d(‘urness 
allowance of Rs. 14 it would be impossible for the Government to maintain 
a suflicient number of A.R.P. wardens for the safety and service of the 
people of Calcutta during emergency. It is also noticed that there have 
been large number of Resignations because of bad treatment of superior 
officers. There is no machinery, Sir, for giving them a hearing; the hear- 
ing that is provided for from the Staff Officer to the Deputy Controller and 
from the Deputy Controller to the Controller is illusory. They never give 
them any hearing at the proper time. 

There is also a danger of most of them getting replaced by untrained 
workers. Untrained men now number nearly 60 per cent, of the total 
strength. That has been due to the fact that many of them are treated 
so badly and roughly by superior officers that they do not feel like working 
for the A.R.P. organisation at all. Recently a post warden was discharged 
peremptorily on a frivolous ground, that is, he refused to allow Mr. K. Ram, 
I.C.S., to enter the post and through the post to the ration office. It is 
enjoined upon him not to allow anybody to go through the post. But 
unfortunately for him he did not know that it was an I.C.S. officer who 
wanted to go through his office and he protested, and as a result he lost 
his job. Subsequently the whole A.R.P. organisation created a furore on 
this issue, and these officers found that they were in the wrong, and they 
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have since reinstated that person. There have been similar difficulties due 
to conflict of interest between the A.R.P. and the Civic Guards who are 
a pampered lot, and the A.R.P. workers are always hounded up by the 
Special Branch Police. And if any complaint is made apainst anybody to 
the officer, he is threatened and ordered to go home, and the next day the 
Special Branch Police would go to his house. ^ 

This is how, Sir, the administration of the A.R.P. organisation is 
being carried on, and therefore it requires a thorough overhauling 
immediately. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I rise to move the motion standing 
in my name, namely, the demand of Rs. tS, 50, 57, 000 for expenditure under 
the head “03 — Extraordinary (’harges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
This is to raise a discussion about the failure of the G«)vernment to deal 
eft'ectively with offences relating to civil supplies. 

Sir, we are dealing today with Extraordinary ('harges in India — the 
charges are extraordinary indeed. What can be more extraordinary than 
that a people should have to fight another people’s war and should have 
to undergo sufferings, hardshi])s and privation arising out of the war 
conditions— as is ha])pening today in Bengal. Next to the imperialist war 
lords of the East and the West who are primarily responsible for Bengal’s 
sufferings today the other parties who have contributed mainly to the same 
come fiom Cliv(‘ Street ^ind Ezra Street, both of (’alciitta (Interruptions). 
1 repeat that other parties besides the imperialist war lords of the East 
and tlie West, who are resporjsible for Bengal’s sufferings, come from Clive 
Street and Ezra Street. 1 will try to illustrate the truth of my statement 
by reference to the most anti-social phenomenon, namely, hoarding and 
profiteering. About hoarding by the military and for military purpo.ses — 
the hoarding which allowed rice and other foodgrains to accumulate and 
rot in godowiis w^hile people outside were dying like fleas, I shall not say 
more than pointing out that Government did not take proper stejis to 
prevent it. Sir, this is an act of omission. And besides this act of omission, 
the Gvernment have also been guilty of acts of (x^mmission too. The 
Government in their solicitude for the benefit of Clive Street and Ezra 
Street, which ultimately is for their own benefit heoause Clive Street gives 
them votes and Ezra Street contributes to party fund that helps in getting 
votes — the Government have allowed them to exploit the people’s sufferings 
for their own selfish ends. 

Sir, I have said that Clive Street and Ezra Street have been responsible 
for Bengal’s sufferings. Let me first take Ezra Street. It is quite well- 
known in this House and outside and in the press and on platforms it has 
been made abundantly clear that the dealings of Ezra Street in procuring 
rice have not been quite straight — sufficient materials have been made 
available to Government, materials on the strength of which Government 
might haul up* Messrs. Ispahan! & Co. Even to dispel the mistrust and 
suspicion that has been created by that firm Government should have taken 
that step. The nonchalant attitude shown the Government has caused 
great demoralisation in the administrative machinery. I have heard very 
responsible police officials say “what is the use of running after small fries 
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wHen big people go scot-free with huge bank balances without even any 
scratch or bruise upon their person8’\ 

Sir, as far as Clive Street is concerned, the industrial magnates of Clive 
Street liave been allowed to hoard much beyond their immediate needs when 
people were dying like fleas outside. (Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel: No.) 
They say ‘*No”, but there is proof ehough, there is material enough to 
substantiate the allegation that I make with the full sense of responsibility 
on the floor of the House that (Jlive Street has been allowed to hoard beyond 
their immediate needs. The result has been that the whole administration 
has been demoralised and people have suffered and died like fleas. 

Sir, in the interest of administration and in the interest of the people, 
proper steps ought to have been taken against these two bodies — Clive 
Street and Ezra Street, the arch offenders of the game. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg 1o move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the Government to tackle food problem and rationing and tackle 
salt shortage question. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Civil Supplie.s Minister and the Government cried 
hoarse in trying to fasten the guilt on the private hoarders. There is some 
truth in it, but during the anti-hoarding drive my experience in my district 
is this. The frozen stock and the stock which was requisitioned in rcvspect 
of paddy and rice were lying in the granarie.s of ])rivat(‘ owners under 
requisition orders and were not available to anyone and not utilised for 
the benefit of anyone. These were rotting in the granaries of private 
persons. They were not allowed to take them to the market nor did 
Government utilise them in any manner. Even one month back my 
information was that in Dinajpur town alone there were 2 lakhs of maunds 
of rice rotting in the Government stores. We lieard that telegrams were 
sent from time to time for de.spatching those rice or paddy stored in 
Government stores to the affected areas but a.s soon as one telegram reached 
there, another telegram followed asking to stop the despatch. If a telegram 
was to the effect “despatch it to Khulna”, but when the arrangements 
were almost complete, another telegram followed saying “Don’t despatch 
it to Khulna but despatch it to Dacca”. In this way Government bungled 
and the people suffered. My friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen was saying quite 
properly that we were suffering without any prospect in future for us, but 
it is regrettable that our Ministers are also responsible for these bunglings. 

Sir, about the salt supply in my district I may state that for about 20 
lakhs of people in the district only 10,000 maunds per month have been 
allotted. There are also requirements for the cattle. This is quite 
inadequate — there is no doubt about it. Now, what is the arrangement 
made? Messrs. .Kassem and Ismail were appointed the sole agents for the 
supply of salt to that district. After they, had been appointed the sole 
agents, the District Magistrate wrote to them to give him supply. They 
demanded Rs. 15 for each bag of salt containing two maunds. The controlled 
rate fixed by Government was Rs. 13. The Magistrate with a detailed 
account tried to convince them that even if they sold salt at Rs. 13 per 
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bag, they would get 6 anuas and their sub-agents 0 annas as profit. They 
did not care. They threatened the District Magistrate by saying that if 
he would not accept their terms, Dinajpiir district would face salt famine. 
In this way for one month and 23 days the negotiations were going on 
between the District Magistrate and the agents. 

Sir, I do not find any necessity for appointing an agent which only 
disturbs the normal arrangements that were prevailing previous to this 
arrangement. I draw the pointed attention of the Hon’hle Minister to see 
that salt whicli is the only thing which the poor people of our country take 
with their rice is available in adequate quantities and at reasonable price. 

Sir, about the rationing in Cab'utta and otlier places T liave only a few 
suggestions to make. The quantity allotted is quite inadequate for persons 
who have to work hard. It may be raised. 

Sir. with these words 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of lbs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — 
Extraordinary (diarges in India” be reduced by Ks. 100. I move this 
motion in order to raise a discussion about (iov(*rnment’s failure to secure 
stabilisation of price in the matter of essential commodities consistently 
with the ])urchasing ciipaeily of the average man. 

Sir, I do not proiiose to raise any controversial or intellectual issues, 
but J invite the attention (d the Minister and of the members supporting 
the Treasury benches to tlu* realities of the province. As lawyers we have 
several times heard that one ton of tales do not alter an ounce of fact and 
the numerous ]>rofessions and pleadings of the (lovernment notwithstanding, 
the stark and undeniable reality that stands out above everything else in 
this province is that essential commodities including the bare foodgrains 
are beyond even the jumping range of the onlinarv consumer who constitutes 
the bulk of the population. 

Sir, the llon’ble Finam'e Minister on a previous occasion had observed 
that in the present context of things the rich were becoming richer and the 
poor poorer. Now, Sir, the piecemeal, incomprehensive and, I should also 
add, reckless efforts towards counter-inflationary measures have liad the 
only undesirable effect of further tightening up the grip over poverty. 

Sir, Government introduced the policy of helping its own subordinate 
employees with ration at concession rates. This is presumably on the 
assumption that the lower rungs of the ladder in the cadre of services are 
unable to meet their own demands. On the same principle the vast 
majority whose earning is much less than that of the poorest Government 
employee should be subsidised from the public pool. Sir, if Government 
service is essential to the evmmunity, lives of millions of the rate-payers 
are no less so, because if these rate-payers die, who will live? I, there- 
fore, propose that steps should be taken not through party or political 
perspective but with the help and assistance of experts in the matter and 
ration of sufficient quantity should be made available at proper and feasible 
rates. For example, rice at rationed quantities must not go beyond Rs. 10 
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per maund and Government must start requisitioning the surplus of big 
producers, dealers and hoarders on that basis. Sir, I would warn the 
Ministry against taking actions themselves, because after all it is not so 
easy to control the laws of the demand and supply and I think the Ministers 
should have no objection to getting the advice and assistance from experts 
on this line, such as, economists, scholjirs, and traders. On this basis the 
minimum requirements of other commodities also, namely, cloth, salt, 
guf, and sugar per capita ought to be within the reach of the people. 
Once this is done, reactionary prices may be counteracted. 

I hope this one matter which is above, beyond and below party question, 
will receive the scientific, earnest and practical consideration that it 
certainly deserves. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE. Sir, I beg to move lliat the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Ext raordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs- 100. I move tliis to raise a discussion about 
the dismissal from the A.R.P. services in Chittagong, of Malin Ghosh, for 
having made a speech on the occasion of the last Independence Day on 
January 20, 1944. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Extraordinary charge demand 

^ (71^ A. R. P. service 

(7^ servii*e 

A, R. P. service^f] cvfITF I bombardment r?/ 

^ (TT TOI A. R.. P. serviceii^ (TTiT 

c^h A. R. P.5T A. R. P.^ 

c^^ti 'srr.^T ah ^ i 

(TTt^ relief worki]?T I (Tit Jpp; 

A. R. P. CvrtTP resignation ^ I oPCSl C-\^ I 

(71 ^Pns ^ (7T?t] 

m ^ a I 

TOR (7M1, 

(TfRl I. B. Ptnrc^, TO? TOf# 

TONf A. R. P, servicejg I 

C^^f\U5 TOTl A. R. P. (TlPRTf^ (TT^ =^v:\R8\. (TT^ttHT 

TOT ^ (7r^'<3 ^ KTO? I -'ipf ^5t: 
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fiwt aid I im A. K P.C5 c^rf^^Tn 

f%C»N ti]? (TT A. R. P.^ §515 vfiCif 

^ c^rf?^ fTOrt"4 rorc^ ^rfm ^rr^rr 5th coiumnistcvf^ ^ jrI^- 

C^ft^ 1 ^r?n (TT ^ C^rm^ appoint . tc<r 

(TT^ TO Tfc^T ^ ^ ^1 fVj'SJ W5 

^Tc^ 7x^5 ^ ^n I ;i]^- ^,^r?r^rc^ wpnv5 ^ ^ ^Frti- 

^FfTtc^t >itc^rlRf^ ^ ^ ^ i 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : irf^ fi^ ?{] I 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : fife — Mr. De, 

I. C. S., Deputy Controller 3t=T '^rfi' ^:jl?<*fsR vfTC^ 

(7T ^ra? ■^srtfi further material fic5 ^fi I #i‘ ^ TO^F firC*N 

C^r^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Mukherjce your time is up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move llmt tlie demand 
of Rs. 8, oO, 07, 000 for expcMuliUire under the head “08 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about tho 
maladministration of the various sections of the Department of Civil Supply 
and about the failure to check abuse and corruption. 

Sir, with the limited time at my di.sposal it will hardly be jmssible for 
me to do justice to tlie subject that I prop(».se to discuss tonight and 1 shall 
only confine myself to a few observations on matters which have received 
more or less public recognition. The first case of maladministration that 
I propose to take up is with regard to the policy that is determined by the 
Department of Civil Supplies from time to time. The House knows and 
members here as well as outside know fully well hf)w the Ih'partment had 
signally failed in determining any definite ]:K>licy or scheme for maintenance 
of supplies in different parts of Bengal. Today they determine one thing, 
tomorrow they change it and*another order is issued. The third day that 
order again i« changed and a new order is issued, ft is extremely difficult, 
Sir, even for the officials and members of the Government to keep themselves 
abreast of the many changes that are taking place in the orders of that 
department. I shall only state one thing, and that will clarify this issue. 

In regard to the Government’s food plan for 1944 the scheme for the 
procurement and distribution of aman crop was made early in November 
and this was given publicity in the press during the latter part of NovemW 
or in the first week of December. In that scheme among many things it 
was stated that the purchase of rice and paddy would be on behalf of 
Government through a purchasing board consisting of not more than five 
firms of very high standing. It was stated that purchases will also be 
made from the trade and cultivators direct. In reply to questions asked 
in this House a few days ago in connection with the supplementary budget 
the Hon’ble Minister categorically stated that it was the Government policy 
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aot merely to purchase through a few big purchasing agents or chief agents 
appointed by Government but also directly through the various Additional 
and Deputy Directors of Civil Supplies and through their staff appointed 
throughout the province. But, Sir, subsequent to that, we have noticed 
a fresh notification not of the nature of a press communique but an advertise- 
ment in the press where cleverly thes^ words liave been taken out — the 
words that purchases will also be made from the trade and cultivators direct. 
Many enquiries have been made of us and I claim to keep abreast of 
information so far as the Civil Supplies Department is concerned. I stated 
most emphatically that this was the Government’s policy which was dis- 
cussed with us and announced in the press. But I was confronted wdth an 
advertisement in the i)re8s which says that no direct purchase can be made 
by Government but only every one has to sell through the few selected 
agents of Government, the proteges whom Government wanted tf> maintain. 
I will not cite any more instances on thi.s point because the maladministra- 
tion of the policy is perfectly clear and where and how this change had been 
given effect to will be an interesting thing to enquire into. 

The second point that I would like to state is with regard to the deter- 
mination of areas and allotment of zones for ])articular agents. We find 
that there were four agents ultimately appointed: Messrs. M. Ispahaui & 
Co., Messrs. Shaw Wallace & (’o., Messrs. Daulatram Routmull and Raja 
Srinath Roy & Jadhunath Roy. The list shows that while Messrs. Ispahani 
& Co., hud been entrusted with the tusk of collecting rice and paddy from 
about 10 districts, Messrs. Shaw AVullace & (’o., were entrusted only with 
four or five districts. Messrs. Daulatram jointly with Messrs. Ispahani & 
Co., in two districts and separately in 0 districts and Raja Srinath Roy A 
Jadhunath Roy, the only Bengali firm, were allotted only three districts 
and these three also are scarcely surplus districts — they have been allotted 
Myinensingh, Dacca and Bakarganj. Dacca is admittedly not a surplus 
district. Myinensingh from the list that you liave shewn is also likely to 
obtain supplies from elsewhere and Bakarganj is another district that they 
have got. Anyway, the wonderful policy that i.s pursued is revealed from 
the method and manner of allocation of duties to various agents. I would 
like to know what was the consideration foi^ which these allocations were 
made in thi-s apparently inequitable manner. I am not merely complaining 
about the agents; but when we look into the lists of areas allocated to 
different oflBcers of the Civil Supplies Department as zones under the charge 
of respective Additional and Deputy Directors, we are confronted with an 
interesting knowledge of geography of the officers who are in charge of 
this work. We find that Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur and Malda are 
under one Deputy Director who is posted at Dinajpur. I don’t quarrel 
with this division so much. Then comes the second group. The districts 
of Rangpur, Rajshahi and Bogra are grouped together. The third is the 
most interesting allocation, viz., Murshidabad, Nadia and Pabna, These 
three districts are tacked together and put under the charge of one officer 
who is stationed at Berhampore. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: And Jessore also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, I am coming to that. Probably 
the energetic Civil Supplies Parliamentary Secretary coming from Pabna 
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knows more abon the secret of Pabna being tacked to Murshidabad 
Sin„lariy we End that one officer has been given as n.any „ seven dTtricU 

W to’^e mad? wherefrom the largest procurement will 

muue. I asKetl tne otticers concerned ; how is it that vou 

■areworkmgmth.sway? The reply is "We do not know’'. AVe find that 

somebody has marked it on the map saying that that is how the work is 
going to be done. There is another thing. They have divided certain 
disGicts as surplus and tacked them to certain alleged deficit districts for 

10 .hoK, ll ,11 Hj, I,,, 

of Iho MlT.'., 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I have 5 minutes mo«,y 
Mr. SPEAKER: Only 2 minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I would like to know from the Hon'ble 
mister am 1 now put the.se in the form of questions-on what principle 
was this cordoning done of certain di.stricts as districts where purcha^M 
re made. AA liy wa.s it that the unfortunate districts of Murshidabad 
and Jessore were left without cordon thereby enabling anybody and Tery 
body to have tree scope of business in that area for months past? I faH 

tha Mur.sh.dabad and Nmlia are not considered to be sufficiently lurpS 

“tr??:!! -‘;'*-q«ontly .sending rice to Nadia fr'om o 1 er 

UistTUts, why >a(lia is without any cordon. 

The second thing that I would like to know is how and why (Jovern- 

diff T r r*'*. ‘ **'® oomplainis made from time to time from 

difterent districts and different parties. Is there any machinery set up for 
regularly listening or attending to complaints? Is there any machLery 
for hearing objections and appeals? I submit that so far as our experienc!! 
goes, the big bosses of the Civil Supplies Dejiartment think too high of 
emselves and they never allow anybody to come near them to put in^m- 

that”ment rr ** have got 

hat mentality hat everj'tliing that is going on below them is 0 K and 

to ‘I*® department and Toe 

e on e Minister in charge who is in charge of such a set of officers ! 
seat.y* ‘‘*® ‘i'ae-lindt resumed his 

into**;Le'*?famt?^ JIT?.""®"'"' ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will have seven minutes. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Thank you. Sir. 

25 * 
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I heg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 under the head 
*'03 — Extraordinary Charges in India’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion to raise a discussion* about (1) the failure of the 
Government’s scheme for rationing in the province and (2) the abuses 
in connection with the maintenance, administration, expansion and re- 
organisation of the Department of Civil Supplies. 

Sir, the Civil Supplies Budget consumes such a large slice of the resources 
of the province that one could without importunity discuss many vital 
matters connected with the Civil Supplies Budget tonight for hours 
especially after the terrible famine which visited the province last year. 
We have been told that famine has been lifted. Has it been lifted? Even 
today, the ceiling price for rice in areas rationed is more than Rs. IG per 
maund and in areas mentioned by my honourable friend, there is no question 
of rationing as there the black market is the only market available to the 
people, the supply is deficient and the price of rice is in the neighbourhood 
of RvS. 20 per maund. 

Sir, as 1 was sitting patiently on benches now adorned by my honourable 
friends in March last year, and as T was listening to the oration 
of my honourable friend, the Education Minister, he was threatening the 
province with dire revolution, bloodshed, riot and so on when rice was selling 
at Rs. 13-8 per maund. That revolution has not come unless it is a revolu- 
tion in the machinery and organisation of the administration. The other 
night, Mr. Speaker, I had the temerity and audacity to put a few questions 
to one of those geutlemeUj second in the list, perhaps, in the Council of 
Ministers adorning the Treasury benches and since 1 have not had the 
privilege of the last word under the rules, I was a(‘cused of wdiimsicality and 
third class humour. Sir, I do not claim for myself the privilege of possessing 
humour. Let that monopoly belong to my friend, tlie Finance Minister 
only who I am sure has not yet forgotten Ben Johnson's wonderful drama — 
Every Man in his Humour. 1 need not reply to his charge of whimsicality 
because I have never regarded my honourable friend as a pattern of sanity 
or sobriety. 

Mr. Speaker, so far as this cut motion is concerned, it is perfectly well- 
known to everybody in this province that the rationing system which has 
been limited to three articles has not proved that success which was adver- 
tised for it. In fact the quality of foodstuff supplied beggars all description 
Member after member in the course of the Budget session complained against 
the locality in which these foodstuffs were carelessly stored. No reply 
whatever has been forthcoming from the Treasury benches. It was once 
assumed that the Government of India which was responsible for the supply 
of 6,500 tons of foodstuffs to Calcutta was also responsible for the despatch 
of this quality of rice which is not evn fit for consumption of beasts of burden. 
My honourable friend, the Leader of the European group, who is accustom- 
ed to giving testimonials to the present Ministry from time to time and 
thereby effecting injections to pulseless patients said the other night that the 
responsibility for despatch and receipt was the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment of India. I am corrected by my friend, Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 
that he said, “ought to be the responsibility of the Government of India”. 
Unfortunately, Sir, the spokesman of the Government of India elsewhere 
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made it absolutely clear that the responsibility for the supply of this rotten 
quality of rice and atta to this province is the responsibility of the receiving 
Government, namely, the Government of Bengal. I should like to, with 
your permission, read the reported statement of the spokesman of the 
Government of India on this point. Replying to the charge he said that 
“the quality of foodgrains supplied to deficit areas from the surplus areas' 
was not the responsibility of the Central Government”. Mr. Sen stated 
that the responsibility of arranging for inspection before despatch of food- 
grains from the supplying areas with a view to ensuring about its quality 
was that of the provincial Government and not that of the Central 
Government 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Under the present system. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable friend says, 
“Under the present system”, but there is no mention of “under the present 
system” here 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I tell you that was not the 

past system. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable friend is distin- 
guishing between the past and the present. That distinction is always 
available but the present Ministry is a fiux between the past and the 

future (Dr. Nalinaksiia S\nyal; When did the system beginP) (At 

this stage the green light was on.) Sir, the green light is on and I 

have only to mention one thing about m> charges of corruption in connec- 
tion w’ith the maintenance, administration, expansion and reorganisation 
of the Department of Civil Supplies. This budget makes an extra provision 
of Its. 08 lakhs for the purpose; I have been told that for Ualciitta alone my 
honourable friend, the (hvil Supplies Minister, has made 10,000 appoititments 
and for the province 00,000. 1 shouhl like to know from him on what hasis 

these recruitments have been made, because chargea of corrruption and 
co-ercion are absolutely immanent in the .system where the Hon’ble Minister 
changes his mind from day to day and from night to night and regjiles the 
province with a plethora of rules and regulations. 

Sir, there is just one point which has been mentioned by my honourable 
friend, Mr. Rai Cbaudliuri. He mentioned about “point-rationing”, — a' 
technical expression. What he meant was that the Hon’ble Minister has* 
no right to demand of the rice-eating people of the province that they must 
not eat rice ! He has no right to take away their right to eat rice and rely 
on alternative foodstuff : such a.s wheat and hajra. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, T beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head — Extraordinary Charges in India”, be 

reduced by Rs. 100. I move thi.s motion to raise a discussion about the 
distribution of cloth and blanket by the executive officers generally and 
particularly in the Satkhira subdivi.sion in the district of Khulna. 

Sir, I beg also to move tb.at the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure 
under the bead “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India”, be reduced by 
Rs, 100. I Wove this motion to raise a discussion about Government’s 
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timkire in taking effective steps to solve the problem of civil supply, parti- 
Kwflarly of the following commodities, namely, good rice, sugar and kerosene 

Sir, ever since control was introduced in this province sugar and kerosene 
-have not been available. Now, Sir, it has been stated by different speakers 
^ow corruption has been rampant in 'the mofassil. Everybody knows. Sir, 
"'that the police is corrupt and absolutely dishonest in this province. Bui 
mow we are surprised to bear that even I.C.S. and B.C.S. officers are corrupt. 
'We have recently had evidence of that in the prosecution of several I.C.S. 
and other officers of Government. There is one Mr. Menon of the Indian 
Civil Service who was at one time an officer in my constituency. I com- 
plained against his dishonest conduct to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Police Department of the previous Government as well as to Sir 
^azimuddin 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Should you permit names to be 
mentioned of officers who cannot come and defend themselves here? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not desirable, Mr. Banerji. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: All right, Sir. But it is a matter of common 
’knowledge that many officers of Government are dishonest. Sir, I shall 
'cite one instance. I shall take the case of the district to which Sj. Manindra 
^husan >>inha belongs, — I mean the district of Bankura. The allotment 
^ sugar for that district is 1,600 maunds of which one-half is meant for 
towns and the other half is meant for rural areas. The population of the 
municipal area is 50,000 while the population of the rural area is 1,150,000. 
We cannot imagine how 800 maunds of sugar will do for 1,150,000 people 
while 50,000 people in three subdivision.s get 800 maunds of sugar. Now, 
Sir, it is well-known that this sugar is also distributed in the town because 
we have no alternative. Whenever people a])proach them, they say that 
there is no stock, but immediately afterwards we find that sugar is given 
to the favourites afld they .sell in tlie black market at a very high rate. 
The Government controlled rate is 7 anna.s a. seer but it is a well-known 
fact that in some districts in the mofussil sugar is sold at Rs. 1-8 and Rs. 1-12 
a seer. That is exactly the state of affairs. If Government is really 
^honest, it is its duty to see that sugar is substituted by f/?/r. Gur is sold 
'in the neighbouring province of Bihar at 2 annas a seer. If Government 
* brings that gur as substitute, the people of Bengal will give the present 
Government their blessings, but Government will not move an inch. This 
is about sugar. 

Now, Sir, I will speak about kerosene oil. Tw^enty-two gallons of 
•kerosene oil have been allotted for 2,200 families, that is, one gallon for 
one hundred families. That is also not given. On the basis of 50 per cent. 

the town and 50 per cent, for the mofussil, you can well imagine how 
it is possible for these 1,150,000 people to manage. The whole country is 
practically going dark. 

Sir, the distribution of other commodities is also very irregular and 
inequitable. Several complaints have been made here by the people of 
Calcutta. We have heard of Hobson’s choice. There was stable-owner 
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in London who used to deal in horses. You must go and give him the 
money but you cannot make any choice of horses. Whatever Mr. Hobson* 
gives, you have to accept it. Similar is the case with controlled shopsv 
There are shops which do not keep sun-rice but they only keep boiled rico 
and you must accept it. Sir, I do not complain about atta and rice, but 
I say this much that a Hindu widow does not take boiled rice and it is no> 
use supplying her with boiled rice as she cannot take it. It is a ridiculoua- 
state of affairs. You will be surprised to hear that there is a general comii- 
plaint that they pile things in Government stores also. It is reported in* 
today’s paper that one Mr. Yusuf Ali, Manager of a Government Store, 
was fined Rs. 500 by the Senior Deputy Magistrate of Midnapore as ho was 
found guilty of mixing sand with rice. So long we have heard that sand 
could be mixed with atta, sugar or .salt, but he started mixing sand with*, 
rice. This was done in a Government shop. 

Sir, the olhcr day Mr. Suhrawardy said that he himself had seen so 
many lakhs of maunds of paddy lyiiig on the railway platform, but he also 
knew that a portion of it was afterwards removed to Chetlu. It was unfit, 
for human con.sumption but it has been mixed up and that is being sold. 
Sir, 1 brought some sample the other day for presentation to the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Sir, this is a state of affairs which everyone knows but there is no. 
remedy. Everyone looks up to the HoTj’ble Minister to set things right 
but the II oiThle Miiii.'^ter does not take things seriously. When the come 
plaint is made, he will say at once that it is propaganda. But lie has bis 
personal eye and I retiuesi him to place his bauds on his breast and sa;^ 
in the name of God or Allah whether it is a fact or whether he will shut 
his eyes like the proverbial ostrich and kill people in the country as he haft 
done. They are heading for a crisis and it is time to cry halt. Pi is time 
that the Hon’ble Minister should see things for himself. 

Sir, there is no time. I will say another thing about the distribuiioii» 
of blankets and cloths. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, with these words I move my motion. 

Mr. I. G. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, recently official news of 'the 
food situation in Bengal has been decidedly scanty, and I think the House* 
is entitled to know from the Hon’ble Minister how Governinent’’8 plans are, 
working before it is asked to vote this grant. In particular vre want tio 
be sure that the money we vote will be well used, and that its expenditure 
will, as far as possible, secure for every man, woman and child in the 
province a fair share of the available foojj. We also want to be reassured 
that no stone is being left unturned to ensure greater cultivation of food 
crops so that our dependency on outside sources of supply are lessenec^. 
particularly at a, time when the transport system of India is so overloaded. 

Let us take stock of the position. The aman crop has been bountiful, 
but much of it still remains to be .secured, and a recent statement in 
connection by the Food Member in the Council of State is disquieting. Met 
said that the bulk of the grain in Bengal still remains in ih# haads oi 
growers who are holding it for gain. 
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Thig, Sir, ig serious news and confirms reports from many parts of tke 
mufassal. Government must face up to the situation and be prepared to 
act boldly in the matter of making the cultivators disgorge their surpluses, 
otherwise the outlook for the province is indeed grim. 

Hoarding for gain can be eliminated only when hoarders are convinced 
that they have nothing to gain by holding on, and so Government’s first 
step must be to make price control effective and stop, as far as possible, 
black market outlets. This is no easy task administratively and it requires 
the willing assistance of the general jmblic of Bengal. 

Along with the tightening up of price control, consumer goods of the 
type required by the rural population roust be made available in adequate 
quantities to stiroulale the sale of foodgrains. At the present time money 
has little value or meaning in the mufassal for there is little or nothing 
which it can buy. There is thus no immediate incentive to exchange rice 
or other foodgrains for cash. 

A feature of price control to which I would draw Government’s atten- 
tion is that no retail prices of rice have been fixed outside ihe rationed 
area. If the grower’s price is fixed, and the wholesale merchant’s and the 
rice mill's, surely it is unfair to allow the retailer to make what profit he 
likes on his sales. Control of a commodity demands the pegging of prices 
at all important stages in the chain of distribution, and it is difficult to 
see why the retailer has been left out, for he is a most important link in 
that chain. 

Sir, the procturement of the anian crop is the main pre-occupation of 
Government, for its price cannot be controlled or its fair distribution 
ensured unless Government have physical hold over proper supplies. Certain 
buying agents have been appointed and we should like to know how their 
purchasing programme is proceeding and if Government are satisfied wdth 
the stocks so far secured. We should also like to know to what extent 
trade channels are being used, for it seems to us that unless these function 
normally up to the stage of the secondary markets, Government will be 
faced with an intricate transport problem, and the small growers will find 
it difficult to market their grain. It must be remembered that it is the 
trade which collects rice from the small growers and moves it by bullock 
cart or boat to the important centres of distribution. I do not think any 
hastily improvised Government organisation is likely to do this work 
successfully. 

Then Sir, there is the question of storage of procured supplies, and we 
should like to hear from the Hon'ble Minister what arrangements have 
been made to house them adequa^^ly. It is of little use for Government to 
buy large quantities of rice if these cannot be properly stored, and so 
deteriorate. Certain ominous notices in the press inviting tenders for 
Government stocks of foodgrains give the unpleasant impression that there 
is a lot of bad food in the province. Grain unfit for human consumption 
can, I know, be used for feeding cattle, but such sfocks are much more 
likely to find their way into the hands of unscrupulous dealers who will 
use them for purposes of adulteration. The health of Bengal is bad enough 
without being further threatened by the indiscriminate release of tainted 
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foodstuffs. We should like to know how Governmeut view this matter, 
and what is done to ensure that bad grain disposed fo by theln is not being 
foisted on the general public. 

In surveying the general food situation we have to be thankful for the 
assurance of the Government of India that they will take care of supplies 
for Greater Calcutta. This is a great help to the Bengal Government, but 
I would like to point out that it is not in Calcutta alone that the success 
or failure of their food administration will be judged. No scheme of food 
distribution can be considered adequate unless supplies are assured to the 
inhabitants of the remotest village, at controlled rates. We should like 
to hear from the Hon’ble Minister how food distribution is proceeding in 
the mofussil, and if the arrangements for transporting rice from surplus 
to deficit districts are now working smoothly. 

A final word on tlie administrative machinery of food distrihution. 
This has been strengthened, but we in this party feel that it is still 
inadequate. In particular, the Civil Supply Department lacks an enforce- 
ment branch. Sir, it is useless lo issue orders and directives if they can- 
not be carried out effec tively, and we fear that the idea still prevails that 
once an order has been published, the job is as good as done. Orders in 
plenty pour from the Civil Supjdy Department, but how many of them get 
to the stage of being rigorously enforced. 

This matter of enforcement cannot he delayed ; otherwise present 
opportunities will pass and Bengal will again slide into the morass of tragic 
muddle from which it has so recently and painfully emerged. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SHAH 8YE0 GOLAM 8ARWAR H0S8AINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, A. R. P. 
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f?l?lt%5pl I 4^ ^rfeaft S 'StFlrwif Parliamentary'.t‘t C^Wsf — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, I wish to speak a few 
words with regard to some of the points raised in the course of this debate. 

Though I am not on friendly terms with the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, yet 1 cannot but congratulate liim for undertaking 
the herculian task of tackling the most urgent and unprecedented food 
problem with courage, determination and devotion to duty and for his ably 
handling the situation almost successfully fighting with the Central 
Government and bringing the situation under control as fur as humanly 
possible. His honest effort was helped by Providence through the inter- 
vention of His Excellency Lord Wavell and the Military Department. Had 
not the Hoirble Minister boldly stood this acid test the consequence would 
have been disastrous. Though there are many loopholes here and there» 
these ouglit to have been overlooked for greater good achieved. As an 
observer, keeping aside all criticism, I wish to suggest a few remedial 
measures which require immediate rectification. Foodstuff that is being 
supplied is sometimes found to be unfit for human consumption. In 
Calcutta, I found, only unboiled rice is supplied to some shops and the 
proportion of broken rice is greater than that of the whole grain. Two 
kinds of rice should be supplied in each shop. Kerosene oil and mustard 
oil should also be rationed. Rice milled in Chittagong is simply detached 
from husk and not at all polished and even husks remain intact. Last time 
also I mentioned about this in my Budget speech and represented this fact 
to the local authorities but to no effect. The next is the supply of hajra 
and foar. During the last year we were forced to eat them. We the towns 
—-people have no grinding stone (jaia) or dhcki to make them eatable. A 
general complaint arose that ha]ra products w'ere not congenial to the 
health of the rice-eater. So hajra should Le excluded from supply of food- 
grains, specially to the people of East Bengal. 

As regards purcliase of paddy and rice the policy adopted in Bengal 
has not been clearly defined and notified in the press. There are instances 
in the district of Chittagong of purchasing paddy by requisition even now 
and compelling "the growers and owners to take them to the Chittagong 
town and deliver them at the godown of mill-owner and Government. The 
risk is serious and transportation difficult. We have not come across any 
such order prevailing in other places except Chittagong. Hon’ble Ministor 
stated in his reply to starred question No. 103(2), dated 18th February,. 
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1944, that “agriculturiatfl who have more than their needs are being 
persuaded to part with their surplus stocks for sale or to loan it out to their 
needy neighbours”. This order should be strictly followed by the local 
officers. The system of requisition should be stopped and purchase should 
he made in the open market or through voluntary sale. When persuasion 
fails then only requisition should be made. 

In this connection 1 highly appreciate the free feeding of the destitutes 
by the Calcutta Muslim Chamber of Commerce and other organisations. 
In Chittagong the Calcutta Muslim (chamber of Commerce fed over 1,000 
destitutes and supplied 2o0 children daily wuth milk in all 5 different centres 
in the villages for 2 months from November 15th to January 14th last. 
For this charity they have earned the everlasting gratitude of the people 
of Chittagong. As regards sujiplying free staiidaid cloth and blankets we 
appreciate the noble projects of the Government. In each union about 100 
cloth pieces of and 40 blankets were distributed free in the Chittagong dis- 
trict. Particularly Mr. M. M. Stuart, the District Magistrate of Chittagong, 
was kind enough to hand ov€‘r to me 2,716 pieces of standard cloth for free 
distribution within the Chittagong Municipal area. I took up this trouble- 
some work and volunteered my services and traversed the area from one 
comer to another and examined the real destitutes and delivered the cloth 
to the proper and most desei-ving persons. But I could not meet the full 
demand of the poor, thousands left out. Specially fishermen require more 
cloth though I gave them more than their quota according to }>opulation 
basis. The District Magistrate has given full quota according to popula- 
tion basis, yet it was inadequate. 

Besides, the Calcutta Muslim Chamber of Commerce has sent 17 bales 
of standard cloth and 2 bales of shirting and about 6,000 blankets for free 
distribution within the district of (diittagong. In Bengal the Chamber has 
distributed Bs. 70,000 worth blankets for which we accord our grateful 
thanks to that Chamber. 

Over and above All-India Women’s Belief Committee was kind enough 
to run a Free Milk Canteen at Chittagong town and also contributed Rs. 250 
for free gift of clothes to the babies and Rs. 100 for the treatment of sick 
babies. Two hundred and eighty babies w'ere supplied with 1 yard shirting 
«ach, the Government supplied 100 saris to the mothers of the babies 
through Mrs. D. G. Gumming (wife of ('olonel Cumming) a most philan- 
thropic lady. President of the All-India Women’s Relief Committee, Branch 
Chittagong. Khan Bahadur Farid Ahmed Choudhuri has also very kindly 
presented 100 grey shirts to the babies and the Royal Air Force has also 
made a gift of some frocks to the babies so the babies attending the Free 
Milk Canteen of the All-India Women’s Relief (’ommittee have been well 
provided. In Ibis connection I must express my gratitude to Mrs. Shamsun 
Nahar Mahmood, a member of the Standing Committee of All-India Women’s 
Conference, Branch Calcutta, for her keen interest and great help she has 
tendered in starting this Milk Canteen at Chittagong. 

Last of all, I would like to know’ from the Hon’ble Minister at what 
price the Government of India have been purchasing rice through different 
provinces, at what rate that rice is being sold in Calcutta and in other places 
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of Bengal, what is the profit that they an^l other provincial Governments 
have been making by sucking the blood of Bengal. There is nothing 
published in the newspapers regarding the prices charged by other 
Provincial Governments and the prices prevailing in those provinces them- 
selves. I hope the Hon’ble Minister would he pleased to enlighten us on 
these points. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish I could 
join with the previous speaker in congratulating my Hon’ble friend 
Mr. Suhrawardy. I think I voice the sentiment of the entire House that 
if this department were run properly, every one in this House would vie 
with one another in congratulating him, because on the proper administra- 
tion of this department depends our evei\>-day life — high and low. 

Sir, I had been thinking, as 1 wa.s listening to the speeches made this 
evening, particularly when Mr. Kennedy asked, what is the jirogramme and 
how is the policy and programme progressing^ The proper question to ask 
would be: Is the department competent enough, has the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge or the Ministry any power to implement even what they propose 
to doP Sir, there is an Anti-iloarding and Anti-lVofifeering Ordinance 
which covers the necessities of life other than those for which separate 
departments are functioning. Are the (jovernment prepared to take the 
help of the public in admini.steriug that Ordinan(‘e for the benefit of the 
people of this province P 

Sir, the ^ceiling prices of article.s are fixed. We know the ceiling prices 
of cloth — the wholesale price and the retail price -are fixed, but is Govern- 
ment seeing to it that these ceiling prices are maintained in the actual field? 
We know, Sir, that the price is stamped on the cloth, hut the wholesaler 
refuses to sell lo the retailer at tliat price. If he goes to the wholesaler, 
the wholesaler would tell him that it has been srihl to somebody. The 
result is, these retailers have got to negotiate with those juMiple ami pay 
extra price for the ])urpose of getting the supply. 

Then, in the matter of Anti-Hoarding and Anti-Profiteering Ordinance 
an officer is working, but is he getting public assistance P There was a 
helpeis’ committee, I undeistand, hut is it functioning at allP I think 
Mr. Kennedy said that without public assi.staiice i1 was not possible for Gov- 
ernment officers to enforce any programme. The whole (juesiion is, is the 
Ministry going to take public assistance? Sometime 1 have wondered within 
myself, either the Ministry has not g(»t complete power, cannol have their 
own way, or there is some reason, best known to them alone, why the things 
are not worked in the way that the people of the province would like. Let 
the Ministej and the Ministry take the Hou.se into confidence and let them 
tell us what is the exact position. Have they not got sufficient power to 
enforce price control, at least of the barest necessities of lifeP Even if they 
have, they are not exercising it. We find that they notify some prices but 
they do not take any step to enforce tho.se prices. They cannot possibly 
avoid the only irresistible inference that for some reason, best known to 
them, they do not want to enforce them. 

Sir, the second thing is this. Today, we know that for want of kerosene 
the poor people are suffering. 1 had been to the interior of the Dacca 
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district for the purpOMC of arranging what help I could. I heard that people 
were attacked with malaria and other diseases. I asked a certain local 
doctor who was then available to give them help without minding for his 
fees for which I undertook to make arrangements. He came and reported, 
^‘1 went there in the evening, but I coujd not examine the patients. There 
were no kerosene lamps. With some jute sticks lighted we went, but it 
was not possible to examine the patients^*. 

Sir, I should also like to mention again as the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Industries Department, did not think it worth 
taking notice that the poor agriculturi.sts who ply the handloom in the 
evening in order to supplement their income cannot do that for want of 
kerosene. Why cannot that be arranged? I mention this because I 
remember that in a meeting the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy said, '‘I am going 
to take steps : Government is going to make arrangements for the distri- 
bution of kerosene and to stop profiteering that is going on.” That was at 
Dacca. 1 ask again, liave you got the power? I see, nothing is done. 

Then, Sir, I would also mention about salt. The price of salt has been 
fixed at Its. 11-10 per maund. Five firms have been given the right to 
import salt. I know you cannot get out of them any salt unless you pay 
them 15 rupees. Either the Government know this or if they do not, they 
must lav themselves open to cliarge of utter incompetence. In the mofussil, 
wo know, many people take rice only with a ])inch of salt; even that they 
cannot get now. Can the Ministry, for one moment remain unalert to a 
question like this? Let them take the Hou.se into confidence and let them 
tell us what they are going to do with regard to cloth, with regard to salt 
and with regard to kerosene which are the most crying needs at the present 
moment. 

Then again. Sir, there is a Provincial Textile Board. What is its func- 
tion? How is it that with regard to clotli we cannot get it .sent out to the 
interior, we cannot get the proper stamping on the cloth, there is undue 
delay, and all tliat? Sir, my'time is short, otherwise I could have specifically 
given instances showing that at every step Government is neglecting or 
bungling for reasons best known to them. 

Now, Sir, what is the function of the Provincial Advisory Board of the 
Textile Department we should like to know. I would request the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department to tell the House what 
exact steps they are taking. They should at least see that the different 
orders which they issue from time to time are complied with. 

Sir, with regard to the cancelling of licences of the dealers of cloth, 
something wrong is going on. We are hearing of ver^* ugly rumours about 
what is happening. We want to know why no steps are being taken so that 
cloths may be available in all parts of the pnnunce in sufficient quantities 
at controlled rates. 

'Mauivi ABDUL WAHEO: 

>ni I 4t (%^ CTm 
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K^rc? ^ (?t? ^ ^ ^ I ii CTCl=?r »rTOFt 

^ I otrf vii^ mf »nmftr5? ^ ^ c^rr^ cn cn 

I 'ii^* (TFt^ eTt^'9 Tf?r^ c?ri c? c<p^f5cH^ 

6C®ft^ ^31^5 ^'C*ff<fr^ 5R7 ’'SflWI ^ 

^irmi Rc-k^tc^ wrR c^, c^ ^n, ^^N*? 

C^rar ^ I (Laughter.) 

^!^tQf ?pn:i? ^tt ^(.^1*1^?:^ ^3 ^ (TtRjT'Q 3tw <i]? 

^r.an ^ 5Ttr?n c*!i:-f m :— -(A voicb ; 

3i’ R^^rmr^H v) 3T^ 'a^ R: 

RrRr#t 3t^ Rni^ i 3R ^ tptfi^ 

c^, ii ^ ^ Rft ^ I R: RRpft 3tiTL3^ 

^RIR ^sTtr^m '3 !TR Sfs^ (TT ^ 

c^ ^ ^ I ^ yr^ ^Rtsf Ji^!r*(tR S-js ^tfror 

C't^ (7ft3t^ ^ (7T '?;^ — (?Tt tff% ^ 

W5 Rf S‘^’5' ^T R (7l1^ 3n- R^ ^ SR3 %T I C? ^5R 

^1 C^Ttr^ ^F5fm‘'i RrRRrft j|7gM 3fCoT vff?!^ C^ (Tfr^-SfT 

#■ # ^ 

5Tt3 C^' ’PT C^t?.^^ trf3 ^.3 3PT ^IT* f^, I 

^PF, i]^ ^ R^rc'^t^ ^Ri 

•mr^ Rn:^ 'l^k^ fe^nr 

'3 <tRc^ Rpf^ 9'3tR ^Rnr^jTs? 3Pn ^ 4H i '^rw^ fV^ 

i^t^ ^TtiTr ’rf?:^ ^ ’ p:?r. "ojV^ ^ 3R Rn??! 

i'’ tftOT ■5rT7?f^Pr c^itr R<^' 3^ 

'(3^) Rk^ C35 ’®r3Pf'if^ C^fPfC*^^ 'ST^TT OJ Rf^ 

c^ Rc^fe, c^R ii^3K^T I ^3!]r<jT '4ir3[^ ^SRni^ 

THfir?' 3R toi c-^^Pri RR =r? ^ #t'^r3irt?n Rr 
sRr? (/BFpff ^'arfypi c'r i R^ Rir^^ <^«ft^ Rct 

C5t^ ‘5itr^?r c^Tfr^i ,5rTC3r ^furr^ RT?r c^ i5t^ Rrc^ i 

^Rr-r3»^cz ^7?T W'-t 5rTt''tm!^ C'nwar.^, Rfj •(! c^ Rrc^#" Rrcs PPr 

(PK iiw^f c?rPF, RR ^'if^ ^^^PpjKc^’ toh — ‘‘^® rt5^ ^srtR 

Rff ^iT?t?i Rfe, Rc^"^ 3t^ RR “I '’ j\^ (prtTisT 

. n^ C^ Rro-^rtfl^ ^ Rfc?l tTRr — 5ir^^n 3tr?F TCP — ajt^ ^ warrant 

^ c^ Rpfm^3C3 <T^ Rrara -3^ ^ 3Pr ^ C’^cv Rfj 

■jtmv ^R (?pt ^ Rr^' Rni R^r, ^ ^spr^ (Prtwn fe^rR^ ^r? 
C'fc5 RRr? c^fm^ ^n*^ mRF ^ 3t?trw^ 7 tpft^c3 

^tPrr^ ^ I Rn c?rRrr3®^ 3l7pT rtrs? otpfc^^ tpti c^ ?tr3r^ 
ij^fsR '^‘fPTprT c5ffc^^ TTf^r*F3 OT, 

y=T ^^fQ?r5!tr*f^ #n%i 

Mr. SPEAKER ; a>Rt -sTt^ TO. WTC^ l 
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Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Sir, endeavours have been made in this House 
to fix the responsibility of the last famine on different persons and institu- 
tions. Some say that the Imperialists of the East and the West are respons- 
ible. Some endeavour to fix the responsibility on Clive Street and Ezra 
Street, on the present Ministry, on the present Minister of Supplies, on the 
war and some such other bodies. But there is no gainsaying the fact that 
the principal responsibility for the last famine rests with the outgoing 
Ministry. They did not take measures in time; they could not foresee the 
situation that was coming, the danger that was facing Bengal. Innumerable 
people in Bengal have died through starvation, lakhs have succumbed to 
diseases. True, but Lad not the pre.sent Ministry come in office many more 
lakh.H would have died in Bengal and had not hundreds and thousands of 
gruel kitchens been opened in time Bengal would have been turned into a 
desolate tract by this time. 

Sir, speaking on this demand T would like to mention one thing and 
draw the attention of the Ministry tow'ards that, and that is the disparity 
of supply between the mufa.ssal and town areas. In my own district and 
subdivision, nearly half the amount of kerosene and sugar was consumed 
by the town, though the town population was only a mi(Tos(!opi(! proportion 
of the population of the rural areas. Then, subsidised food that was sup- 
plied was almost exhausted in municipal towns. The rural people got no 
share of it till the eleventh hour. I see in the budget that for the coming 
year o erores of rupees has been set ai>art for subsidised food. I would like 
to ask th(! (lovernment to >ee that the major jjorlion of this amount is 
devoted to the relief of the people in rural areas. 

Sir, owing to thi.s disparity in supply b(*tween mufussal and town areas 
people in mufassal areas had to .suffer many deficiencies in their food and 
so had to succumb to diseases, 'riiey got no sugar, they got no kerosene 
and they are deprived of many of their articles of daily need. 

Sir, I learn that (ioveniment i.s at present <lespatching salt to mufassal 
from its own stock, 1 will also ask Ooveriiment to despatch this salt in 
such a way that it is scattered all over the place and not sent only to towns. 
There is no scope at present for storing salt, when a salt famine is there in 
the country. Salt must he scattered and distributed all over the province. 
The scarcity is such that storing is out of the question. 

This is all I have to say. 

Mauivi MUSTAFA ALI DEWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
i M. L. A. 

I ^ 

^ I 

80 \ !> 8 \ 

^ ^ i ^ 

0I8n ^ yc\ >c\ 

fcrfi f%3Ri 1 ^ 

^ ^ % I §55 ^pm HT 
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i<iO\ fV ^ ^ ^ I "smtu 3Fn:<i7t5W J«t© Co.c^t^ 

^tu5 Ttf^i f^?)i ^ •Tt*f 

I ^fsR9^fC^ ^ ^ C^'3T<1 Sft^ ^ I 

*\lb\ MSc.'I'^ (?f*fJR 5t5W^ I 80l30f 

6CK ^ Vm] ’im ^?7Prf|nT -sfcTpTt^ 5nrf^^f«f 

tp3H 'SfTfer 5‘SwtR^l^ *f^ ’ll? ^Tt^fitfVirTT^ ^fsTToi 

c^<=ti ^ ^ ^ ftvfn tn5t=T cn, 

(mS^ ^ 'Q 5$m ^ I ’PT^ 5r*p eT^ •(! Tflr^i 

c^r^ I f^lt? ^w~=?t ^ c^t ^ 

a ^ ^ c!fr5t^f^t ^Ff%c^ ^itm i c? ?^^*5r^?r 

cvt^‘fi ^ 

^4 '^ft^ ’PVtF^ 

•TCT I 

tfTOT^ (TTf'^t ^rtf^l m'^TIT C^I^ 

?tW5 ^ ^ 'i’t^tc'ii iTK=n csft^ vtt'9711 ^1 »tc5?vf ^irmcv^ ii^c^ 

(?I (“ltf%)l ^ T5 <rt=T w^t 

•rtfs^‘-n ^ 

^Rfrs ^tffcr f^vsWirs cn*'\‘<i, ^^trs S^f ^jartR 

^ I c^ 9 (TTstc^ vffi^Fn 

T4i— ^;=T. ^,'3^13. ’9 I *^1 ^?T ^im 

7pnT^t7:^i— Ti; c^’*r ‘3 ts cv’*f '3 

^Zif] 5 5 C"’c*r^ '^'ot^Tt (=n ^!^T5T^) ijTN‘ ^ilnii ^ 5 '5 NT<i x;t!^cv^ 

^ i : “-^rn <71 c^ 

^ TTff^ C^ ''Jf'ffto 

tI% ^ I ^ cvpfr.^ TT, Twm 

GTfTt^' CTT^^ {^l) b" rT©1? 

S^o^,^imi:^'!Tf^‘^i*^'^, x;rrtr5^^H a 'itn 

^^31^ *<lP](.^5C5>*4. ^rt7t^ ^‘’fl' — ^il'^rtT'] ^"RtfTl CTlTfsrf^ I 

^ f^RT? c^ cAt^^w 3trr=i (’2^<'iH) I i)^ rr&Tni 

wc^ T^Tr=r^ ii^ S''itw iiT^TTii -rffY- 

(7P3K ^ffinii w ’j? #^T 5tr5 c!|1r¥ stt^ fV^ «f:xsf?r 

fro (TT '^(mi (7T^ =n‘f>r^ ^15 ’raR 

T5 ^?r=Trf^ •tWbtC^T ilT Or5tT3?mi' 

m ^ ^<1 '-^vff^ T^ ‘^nrspm 

^■<113 '3 I ^tg, wtf^f ^ > 

^sTOTi W51 ^ a (TT^ v^i?Rf||r5 ^ ^ 'jftPrgtfe (Tt? 

531%^ ti^ fop ’ll?] fV ^aimi =?r^fi^t?r5^ ’^nr 

1^ -rrfer ? to orstm fe^im ? ^1 

TO TOT ^tf3Rp?3 TO7T ^ nft3 f5ff%3 

^ c^ fi*f%St ^otfro fro TOC5T 4^fc«r iTO ^ ^#?n 
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« ’TT^ Tsffii csh 4 ^ ^»wm fjjir "WUr 

V ’« '»TPrtm Prfsrs ^RfRn (Hear, hew.) ^ 

C5&] ^ I ?tf^ — ’®f'^ 'Q 

frSTW ?3(H, SrJTT 5|5^ $Jrt5?— ’Jft'wft ■sffWt, 

irt'ts *1^ tiisr; «r’3p^ w' ??i::t5^ ciit i ftMm ^ sr^ 

TO WH 'iiTtf?^n:T 3 '«rt 1 ^ > 4 ^^^ fjfsrcro 'm 5 »m wro^c^; 4 ^; 

4^ 'nWCT ’rft 'iftTO =^<*11^ jn (XcTO 4? ’lit TOrtra TOfro 

fvfro :("r<'oU'< (Tfrl? ^n siTPtra — ^^rfros 4^ f%«mif (tJk «tfTO 

*f%^, ^^’INIHI ’Ttw '3W? napfl^ I (?HffTt?1 «Ct«n TO^H 

▼tfro) «njTO5WMi TO? frors^ ^ros 5tc«w i 

»rf^ ’rf%t'3 f?wxs> CT. otPKsr-i to’s^ TOnrv f%«rt?:«^r 

^^08 ’CT fes?T 3rm^ sf*i ^rrmc’? 'sTji'ot ctffjr- 
cs'^ '3 ’ffrotir ’rm topt ^ ^frofn tffe=’TO ctfPros'^ 

^fro 45? 'o^rtTO 3 fMt 'rrot? ^mn '3Hrii'’t 5 ^- 

(pjt l?pri I’rfipj ^'-rro ’rrm ntfwvOT ^jr-itFTpr fjf; fB^jic-f 'mfro 
^ TOtTOiTO '!pT?f3in' <?fpn3^ top? 5?^?, 

’il5l4 C'^llJpUf f&c^H — fvi TO® I ’STOs 4^ 

“4^ 'iTPl’^TtipF ’ftroP ifro 'fr’rtsfrfro tot fvin^ 15' ■srtnrmi^ 1 ” ^sTO 
&n Trfro feft^rfkTO (laughter) | ^Tfif TO f%f5’5ytC'5 TITO ®fl^rTO?, ’TO'm^ 
’pra TOrfft ' 3 ^ 71*1 fw?i TO c’ot't ^frotis 3 Tfe! 5 C 5 I »r ft ' H li >c 4 » 3 (m#Pr 
ft: TOTO TO® ’TtlTOTO® C«fl»TO CTC5TOt‘t*k’I ^S'TOT C'^351 5t»T ('artBtT^^n \|ft 
^iTtro® 'Ti'i TO — 'JTPfin 4 ? trM'’®n ) 1 

^vffjpf^is c?rftrc ®‘5 cvmcTO ’^'-t'TO® ct ®i?i??rtf&TTO — hh' 

TTt^ftrat, ’tlftpyp? ’siTtuo toto®i 5 t ^t?n to 1 %^ 'sfriro 

®t^fCTO I tft'Sr^i'^-l'ta TOTO TON TOfT^^ OT TOTOTO C'TtTO TOC3 ^TR:^ 

Cf^st 5ffTOI ’jPTO TO#tTO »fP5 ^®fTOt%TO. ^‘4 5^ ifiS»t ftCTOTOPj 

5?C5t 'Sf5l?I3 (?Tt TOTOI S®15P5 ?3?ftt nTOTO ^fTO TO<( TOI^l TOTPl ^Ito 4 

w ftroroi TO?f Ri I ytftr® to:? toj’tp f^t? to'k toto^®i TOtR^ 
^ ftroTO I (pr^ ?f?n IV ? 'sw 3 Ft®®i i tos® TO-rtcTO ’uj'iciPi 3 fi® 5 ? fV'tir i 
5^0$ &fi ftfroi ftiTO k>m'4 1 ftcro ’fftm 4^ ’rt^TOt 

cTO*t '4t3in(‘ii i^rwg 'TOtirTO CR TOftm ^nji^ ;f1%ftfftvR:®ra 3 toirto bc^tt 
frojlrro (TOPftar 3 c®?? 1 ® 5 Rfi "ttfVs ’sro 4^ on 5 Vto to fhi top? RuftwiHi 
ftrfV® ?¥?n (TOtTO "faRf TO5I 5tTO ir>m csSw jpst ®ltfVo, fV^ ’Sin ®n? Tftrai 

TOST ftRTM ?^C5 TO, ’tfs'ftiri TOlTOTO*! TO?) I cTOn =n TOR IT ’STO'fVs 

CTO TOjpr '‘3R®®i” 5it?n TOrm ®n &PnW5 ’mror ’rfVn c'r i (Mr. Chabu 
Chandra Roy : fVf^ TO*6^ TO 1 ) 4 '4TO wPfstlTOfCTO 1 TO:®?^ ;^ | 5CTO 

•ff® TO 1 IITO TOsTftr I 4? WSCTO TOtH TOTO •Ttftc® ^?Tft TOafTO ftfros I 
TOfPf fVrt'RTOKC’^ TOftnH TOP? TOPt 4t®n ^fttTOl TOrKTO »t'rt®t'‘lTOC5 4 W 
ftni TO4 laR TOTTO fr ®1tfTO1 ft^tfro. 'Stroi TO>ft ■sRo't'CTO'Ss fijRlB 
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fir, '<H 5 nt?iTir ’iimi (▼fiprt'stt's? f%l%'rrpr 

tii^ ?f%CT c^wn. ’stwir^? r fir >4^^ 

Mf? 'S’Sfnr’F ctGrii Jrr94) 5it'^5itcsra>a<R7n »wi ?ti r 

fflfitsjPr T»^5T *t4T5 '4tf5rai I 441:^ fV ’SIWOTT 

^toit*rf?if^ *tf|p!:^ aptS^ Ss^Th?^ 

<WfVc^ f ' 4 tf 4 lii&i srfe's »fffir i 4 ’ir^ 4 (i ’msr ftfini' 

CTrtiT 4T5I tflTs ^ fVF9 jr?r*rfV4t5T^ 'atfm '4Wfi^ 

efTTT !f*g 5^51 <4?; >4^413 ’JrRlTH’T 5m 5rftrT!1 1 <4^ 

't555rt<ff '4fft ^3IlCT4 'Sff’tTO? ’Tf’^tra C’1'^ '*Itfii 4?5tf^l 

(Mr. Abdulla Al-Mabuood : '!?tCT«|^ ^ j ^ | ) 

44N 4^ f»ni>f ^rs '4W4 stsmi risp^fiw 44 41 , 

4!1C44 CTtC4 451455; ^ 4W4 45(441 RstCf ; 

C4Rt5 ’1t^C44 I 

4V1 4<fi fir <mi glfir5 4f5 5T455, 

^«^rrwr4>4Ji7 

<1(4311414 41441; f%4Mf4 5 W’St: 

4’I4;Tt*W‘f't4 4341(4 ^“4 II 

(Mr. Abdulla Al-MaHmood ; C4l4tl 4105^ ’rT44l«r(^ l) 

4$ •rf%' 4C4 ' 445 JW' !t4ti:5, C4ff (^.ft^ mT 41 41 T»4 '51411:5 44^14 
f4Ff '41(441 41?'C4 41 I *14 411714 4147?" BT'-N 5lf1 Off4D5 'S ^l4ti:'5 »llf^ I 

S44;?17T >41414 .<14'(^ '4513 4’?lf^ 4l541 ^ ’flfilt'Sfl 41 I 5151 

4?— ( 4(4 4lft4 4C3? '3 44714 '43444 51514 C4? 3lll4 43 3 4447F fV (MOT 
344 (441 C443lt4 514 31454 3(^44 ? 314^4 3f^1I^ 4^, (3* 515113 C4 >534113 

41454 3(^k^4 ^51 3l4l4 (4^14 3(^53 ^4 451 IE til 4l4 I >544 '4l'S(*i, 43C4 4433 
— ^(fHf 7 4(33 — The God is Great — ^15113^ '41441 3l344*t''1 3(4414 | 
>534131 ( 5(4 'srl4lCT4 £4*1, 5SaPl®4 3 '4141CT4 431 3(4134 I 

•^(314 43144 41441(5 Cistl£4l4 '4M314 '4(5 41C3t*t 5? (4C4'14 34l4 44 
34 )3 14 45 ?f5 3(^1 3t(44 1 


Adjournmant , 

The House was then adjourned at 8 p.m. till 4-46 p.m. on Friday, the 
24th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[24th Masoa, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Ciovemment of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 24th 
March, 1944, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushee Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 212 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which mral answers were given) 

Curtailment of certain privileges of security prisoners. 

•188. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department l)e pleased to state whether it is ii 
fact that — 

(i) the political security prisoners hailing from the district of Midna- 

pore and arrested since August, lfM2, lodged in Midnapore, Pre- 
sidency and other Jails have been deprived of their usual right 
of interviews with their family member and relatives by an order 
of the Government, No. G936H.J., dated the 5th November, 1942, 
or by any other order or orders ; and 

(ii) the security prisoners’ right of receiving and replying to letters has, 

in majority of the aforesaid prisoners’ cases, l)een curtailed to 
one and one respectively in place of eight and four? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the order or orders curtailing the above facilities along with a copy of 
Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, corrected up to date, if any? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ hie Minister been drawn to the answer 
ito starred question No. 154, clause (c), as reported in Volume XLIV — 3, 
page 270 of the Assembly Proceedings, regarding the withdrawal of the 
order P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what decisions, if 
any, have since been reached by him in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) and (c) Yes. 

(h) and (d) A copy of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules is placed in 
the Library. The orders curtailing the facilities referred to have since been 
withdrawn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (6), will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what was the reason for curtailing the 
facilities referred to in the question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not in the public interest to 
disclose the reasons. 
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Voluntiiy sufftriiig imdM'goiM by oertain saourity priaomrs of ProiMoiicy 

4iil. 

M89. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA-MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’Ue 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that Sj. Satin Sen and 
severa] other security prisoners in the Presidency Jail have been undergoing 
Toluntary sufferings P 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the nature of such sufferings; and 
(kV) the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Sj. Sen and other leaders of the 
security prisoners have addressed several petitions, applications or letters to 
the authorities concerned including the Hon’ble the Chief Minister himself 
complaining about the grievances of thtf security prisoners in the jailP 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased — 

(i) to state whether any action has been taken on those representations; 

and 

(ii) to lay on the Table copies of the following correspondences: — 

(1) Letters dated the 12th November, 1942, and 20th November, 

1942, addressed to the »Superintendent of Jail by Mr. 
Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., as representative of tbs 
security prisoners in the Presidency dail; 

(2) letter dated the 24tli December, 1942, addressed to the Jail 

vSuperintendent ; 

(d) letter dated the 7tb January, 194d, addressed to the Jail 
Superintendent by Sj. Panchanan Bose; 

(4) letters dated the 17th January and 25th January, 1943, 

addressed to the Jail Superintendent by Sj. Satin Sen; 

(5) letter dated the 27th January, 1943, addressed to Deputy 

Commissioner, Special Branch; 

(G) letter dated the 27th January, 1943, addressed to Additional 
Secretary, Home Department; 

(7) letter dated the 27th January, 1943, addressed to Hon’ble 
Chief Minister; and 

(S) letter dated the 28th January, 1943, addressed to Additional 
Secretary, Home Department? 

(fl) Is it a fact that the present Deputy Secretary, Home (Jails) Depart*- 
ment, has informed the Jail authorities his inability to hold an enquiry unleM 
he is directed by the Hon’ble Minister to do so? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwa)a Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) and (h) Messrs. Satin Sen and two other security 
prisoners of the Presidency Jail undertook a “limited” fasting in February. 
1943, in sympathy with Mr. Gandhi’s fast that was going on at the time. 

(c) and (d) it) Yea. 

(U) No. 

(e) No: He only informed the security prisoners that he would gladly 
accompany the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the Jail to hear their grievances if 
directed by the latter to do ao. 
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[24th Maecb, 

IMra lilSHfTHA NATH KUNDUs With reference to answer (e), will 
tile Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Deputy Secretary according 
to the promise given by him to the security prisoner informed the Hon’ble 
Home Minister about this? 

Khan Bahacitir MOHAMMED ALIs I want notice. 

Mfa ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs With reference to answer (e), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government gave the 
Deputy Secretary, Home (Jails) Department, an opportunity to accompany 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the jail to hear the prisoner ^ question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was not considered necessary. 

Nm^-availability of tioketa at some railway stations of Bengal and Assam 

Railway. 

*190. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI; (a)Is the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware of the inconvenience of the public travelling on the Bengal and Assam 
Railway due to non-availability of tickets for their destinations? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afl&rmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the Railway authori- 
ties in the matter? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain.) (a) Owing to occasional extraordinary ])re88ure of 
passenger traffi(r tlu^ demand for tickets Homctimes become so heavy as to 
cause a temporary shortage of printed tickets for a particular station. In 
such cases, Kxc-ess Fare Ticket forms are used as e(]uivalenl of ordinary 
tickets, and passengers do not have any great difiiculty in getting them- 
selves booked 

(h) The Railway Administration will be prepared to take steps to put 
matters right if specific instances with names of stations where such alterna- 
tive facility for booking was denied are furnished to them. 

The Railway authorities are also being moved to ensure adequate supply 
of tickets to all stations, as far as practicable in the present state of 
paper shortage 

Maulvt MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the shortage of tickets does not encourage corruption 
amongst the staff, because the T.T.I., in conspiracy with the guard generally 
allow’s passengers to go only on cash payment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Why, Sir? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. * 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs It is a question of fact. W^hat 1 want 
to know is whether Government is aware that these things encourage 
corruption among the staff? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR No such case has been brought to 

notice of Government. 
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Mr. $A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that in connection with every outgoing* train at Sealdah intending passengers 
cannot get tickets unless they pay something extra at the counter!? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR; Government is not aware. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that even when passengers 
get tickets they cannot enter the platforms of the Sealdah Station unless 
they pay extra at the gates? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise, becnuM it refers fo 
diflSculties in getting into trains. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With the questi of non-avail- 
ability of tickets this question is connected. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not connected. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answei (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government have already 
moved the railway authorities io ensure adequate supply of tickets? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: G overnment on refauj)! of this ques- 
tion have already moved the railway authorities and the railway authorities 
are taking action in the matter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon bh Minister be 
pleased to state what is the machinery foi receiving such c.omplaiuts for 
the redress of grievances? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Kither the honoinahle member may 
send a petition to the railway authorities or the Goveiinrient of Bengal 
in the Communications and Works Department. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister la* pleased to state 
whether he is aware that sometimes many more tickets are issued than i® 
warranted by accommodation in the train? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of family allowanoe to Babu Prafulla Chandra Ghosh. 

81. Mr. ilNANENPRA CHANDRA MAilUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether — 

(i) security prisoner Babu Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, at present detained 
in the Buxa Special Reserve Jail, has sent several petitions to the 
Government praying for the grant of family allowance; 

(it) the said Prafulla Bahii was an earning member of big family; and 

(tit) his old* mother and his other family members have been deprived of 
the benefits of his earnings? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afiSrmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of granting 
him a family allowance? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER ill charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (i) Yes. 

(u) He was not earning anything at the time of arrest as he was then 
a restrictee. 

►(m*) Not present detention. 

(b) Several petitions were received from the prisoner for family allowance 
but they were rejected on the ground that the prisoner was for a considerable 
period before his arrest, without any income. The case has been reviewed 
this year in the light of our present policy and an allowance of Bs.30 per 
month from the 3rd May, 1942 (date of arrest), to Slst March, 1943, and 
Rb. 46 per month from the Ist April, 1943, has been granted to the mother 
of the prisoner. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this petition has been rejected, and if so, by which 
Government P 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: The case was rejected by the 
previous Ministry. After this Ministry came into office, due to the adoption 
of its liberal policy the allowance was sanctioned from the 3rd of May, 1942, 
at the rate of Rs. 30 per month and it has been enhanced to Rs. 45 per 
month from 1st April, 1943. 


Food Committees. 

92. Khan Bahadur A. M. L« RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(rt) how many Food Committees have been formed up to 30th June, 
1943, throughout the Province; and 

(b) the principle on which the personnel of these committees have been 
selected P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: (a) About a lakh. 

(6) The villagers themselves were to elect 12 members irrespective of 
class, community or party for their food committees. The members were to 
be honest, reliable, sincere and public-spirited. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (^), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that only people 
of a particular ])olitical persuasion have been elected to these food 
eommittees P 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: No, Sir 

BabU MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the territorial basis is observed in the formation of these 
committees P 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Each district has got a committee and 
the territorial basis is observed in the formation of that committee. 
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Babu MADHUBUDAN BARKER: With reference to the answer just 
now given, am I to understand from the answer that there have been 26 
committees formed for 26 districts? 

Nawabzada Ki NA8ARULLAH: No, more than 26 committees. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: What is the unit of these committees.^ 

Nawabzada K, NA8ARULLAH: 1 want notice. 

Mfi BREAKER: Mr. Sarker, your question is not quite clear. 

Babu MADHUBUDAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the jurisdiction of each committee? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: Each union has got a food committee. 

Babu MADHUBUDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there are complaints with regard to the 
formation of these committees, in most of which there has been no represen- 
tation of the minority communities? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: No complaint has ever been received. 

Mr DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that these food committees are not functioning but are rather dead? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: (lovernineni is informed that these 
committees are functioning. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the macdiinery for reporting to the (iovornment the 
working of these committees? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: The District Odicer. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: WiH the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the members of these committees are elected or nominated? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: Sir, the answer is there: 12 members 
are electeil. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the local Executive Officer has any influence on these 
committees ? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: Government have no infornitition. 

Babu MADHUBUDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wdiether it is a fact that many members of this House made com- 
plaints that these committees were not properly repies<*nted by the minority 
communities ? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: Some complaints were received, and 
^ the Hon’ble Minister is looking intf) the matter. 

Brijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the election has got to be approved by the District 
Magistrate ? 

Nawabzada K. NABARULLAH: Usually it is approved by the Dietriot 
Magistrate? 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were the convenors of those meetings for getting the 12 mem- 
bers eelcted as in the answer (h) ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that most of these committees have not been 
constituted by election but by nomination of circle officers concerned? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH. As far as Government is aware most 
of these committees have been elected. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: What steps Government have taken 
to rectify those defects which were brought to their notice in the complaints 
made? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Instructions have been issued by the 
Government to the local officers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just given by the 
honourable member do I understand him to say that some committees at 
least have been constituted not by election but by nomination. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: The committees have been constituted 
by election. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that many district committees have been formed by subdivisional or other 
subordinate committees without election? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state whether the President of this committee is elected or nominated? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will ilip Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state ^yliat was the scheme before the food committees? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

DZa NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Was there more than one food com- 
mittee in each village? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: No. 

DZa NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How many villages in Bengal are 
there ? 

Nawabzada K. NASARU4.LAH: I want notice. 

MZa SPEAKER: QuestionsS over. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjoumwent.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

6S—Extraordinary Charges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, you are to speak^now on the demand 
under 63 — Extraordinary Charges. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, if 1 stand up to speak at this 
stage I get no chance to reply to the arguments to he advanced by the 
Opposition. With your permission I shall s])eak later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We would 
respectfully request you to find out whether Mr. Siddiqi wants to speak 
or not and also whether he loses his chance if he now refuses to speak. 
Otherwise, we shall not be prepared to have the programme changed — the 
programme which was determined in consultation with the Government 
Chief Whip. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, the learned doctor uses his 
words rather carelessly. I was told by him that Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu, 
would speak first but I have been called upon to speak now. I do not mean 
any disrespect to you, Sir, for that would be an indignity to the Chair 
but what I was saying was that I would prefer to speak later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. Mr. Jalan. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, Mr Jalan will speak after 

Mr. Siddiqi. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole difficulty has arisen on account of some 
arrangement made previously; otherwi.se, this difficulty would not have 
arisen. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I shall speak. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in spite of not being prepared to speak at this stage 
I am willing to obey your command in its entirety. I think I shall not 
be wrong in trying to explain to honourable gentlemen opposite that going 
over and over again the same rambling arguments by speakers opposite 
does not convince people about the rectitude of the cause they pretend to 
present before the House. An honourable member, one of the top men,, 
spoke of humour and that he had been nii.sunderstood. Humour all of us 
can enjoy, but humour with a sting in it and based on vulgarity does go 
out of tbe sphere of humour. 

An argument was made, Sir, about the quality of foodgrains supplied 
to our province. The answer to that does not lie with the Government 
here, but if I am permitted, I would like to refer honourable member# 
opposite to certain Commissioners of certain divisions in the Central 
Provinces and the Chief Secretary whose authority was mentioned in thia 
House. Orissa and also other parts oi the country did not play the game 
by us. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; On a point of order, Sir. Mr. Siddiqi 
always rebukes us for referring to any official of this province, but is it 
permissible for an honourable member from the Government side to try 
to lay blame on a public servant of another province who is neither here 
nor there ^nd who is not in a position to defend himself? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: An officer in the other province 
who i§ neither here nor there would not have attracted my attention, but 
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this argrument coming from the doctor who seldom spares even the 
chaprassis 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Botue reference was made to this thing and 
you are only replying to that. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not believe in that kind of 
morality. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think some reference was made to the Central 
Provinces. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Not to the ('hief Secretary of Orissa. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Tlie Chief Secretary of the (-entral 
Provinces of India on whose statement honourable members depended for 
n good deal of their false case. 

Sir, corruption seems to be a word that gives zest to the speakers and 
they feel that it gives a status to the arguments they bring forward. If 
we were to believe every word that has been uttered and is likely to be 
uttered, we must come to fhe conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that we are a nation 
of bribe-takers and bribe-givers— we have no other qualities. But I do not 
believe in it and, as the Ilon’ble Minister for the .Administration of Justice 
said a few years ago in this House, for every bribe there must be two 
parties. If Government servants take bribes, then members of the civilian 
population give bribes. The responsibiilty for our troubles in Bengal, 
Sir 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I have hardly begun. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I have allotted six minutes for you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. Sir, 1 was disturbed and I should 
be given more time. 

Sir, the responsibility for our troubles lies entirely and completely with 
the Opposition. Not finding anything substantial to put up a good case, 
they have been indulging in the creation of an atmosphere of suspicion and 
distrust and using influence in almost every part of India to create troubles 
here. They have not yet realised that the creation of this suspicion and 
distrust has interfered with the flow of foodgrains into this province. 
Could we, even at this, almost the eleventh hour, w’hen our troubles have 
come to an end, appeal to them to come out in a friendly w^ay and help 
us in the rehabilitation of the province? 

The question of foodgrains in Bengal is dependent. Sir, on transporta- 
tion and, more than that, on a general responsive attitude in the public. 
Gentlemen opposite have tried to disturb that responsiveness which should 
have been the right of any Government in these dire days, but they are 
satisfied, us we are, that things are going on very well, that things have 
been done in a manner which they could not do and it will be wiser on their 
part to keep quiet and let us carry on with the good work. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the extraordinary 
situation through w'hioh we are pa.ssing in this province it is only natural 
that there should be a heavy demand under the head ‘ 'Extroordmolcy 
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Charges’ \ Our criticism is not that there should be any extraordinary 
charges at all or that there should be some increase in those charges as 
disclosed in the present budget, although we do not like and cannot support 
such an enormous increase in expenditure under that head. We are not po 
unrealistic in our ideology as not to comprehend the supreme necessity of 
taking the most eifective and far-reaching steps to secure a quiet, contented 
and peaceful home front. The extraordinary charges are entirely devoted 
to such a purpose. The Provincial Government is entrusted with that duty, 
the Provincial Ministry in otHce is charged with that responsibility. If it 
fails to achieve that end, it fails as a wartime ministry. 

Let UK apply, Sir. for a moment that te.st to the two-wartime ministries 
in this proviiH'e. Within a week of the outbreak of the wnir in Asia the 
last ministry ( aine into office. 1 would not put forward one single boastful 
claim on its behalf. My estimate of its wartime achievement will be 
measured, modest and moderate. Would it be an exaggeration to say, 
may 1 ask, that the speciij w’ar-time departments of the Bengal Govern- 
ment cnver(‘d by these extraordinary charges were built up — literally built 
up — during the regime of the previous ministry:' The military and civil 
defence of the province became the overwlndming responsibility of the 
Government after the fall of Mala^a and Burma. Military defence was the 
charge of the British (lovernment ami the Government of India, f-ivil 
defence was the chargt‘ of the Ibovincial (lovernment. liook at the (ivil 
defence organisation of tlii.s oivat and premier city of India as also the 
organisation in other vulnerable towns in this province. The entire structure 
was built iij) from its very foundation in the course of a few months and it 
gave an excellent account of itself wht*n it was first ])ut to the ordeal of fire. 
Other war-turn' measnies had also to be introduced necessitatcMl by military 
strategy. Execution of tbo.se unpopular measures fell upon the Provincial 
Government. They put fortli their best endeavour in minimising the 
inevitable hardslii]) caused by such measures by <‘laborate provision of 
large-scale conijiensation. Th(*y smceeded to some extent in taking off the 
edge of the denial of transjiort and the re(|uisition and evacuation of ])r()perty. 
Their main task was to safeguaid the interests of the civilian population 
while according full satisfaction to military needs. rhey were also called 
upon to bear the brunt of the flow of evacuees from Burma in co-operation 
with the magnificent non-official efforts in this city and outside. During 
and after the first air-raids it was tlieir duty and concern to keep up civilian 
morale and sujiply of essential commodities. 

Sir, I do not desire to dilate further on that aspect of the question. 
These are just the hare details of the efforts and achievements of the last 
ministry on the home front. Those were some of their outstanding problem. 

The present ministry wa.s called upon to tackle the biggest famine 
problem in the hi.story of this province. 

Unlike the last ministry and counter to the declaration wdiich the last 
ministry had made, the present ministry took office with the suicidal 
declaration that there was no shortage of food in Bengal. They were soon 
faced with an unprecedented crLsis — mass starvation, famine, pestilence and 
death. Their handling of that situation had come up for discussion in this 
House during the last session more than once. I do not desire to go into 
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that matter a^^ain. It has been said in their defence particularly by my 
honourable friend the Leader of the European Party that the present 
ministry has applied their mind to the problem. What a back-handed (Com- 
pliment to a responsible ministry called upon to deal with an unparalleled 
crisis ! Indeed they have applied their mind ! Did they ? Who did not in 
this unfortunate province? Could your mind be diverted for one single 
moment during night and day month after month from the problem? 
Could the sights and sounds all around you ever allow you not to apply 
your mind to the problem? Praise this ministry by all means but do not 
damn them with such faint phrase as the Leader of the European Party has 
chosen to do. Sir, that was the sum total of their achievements in the 
Home front on the major issue that confronted them. The Home front can 
be built up only on the broad and solid foundation of the confidence of the 
people, 1 ask this ministry not to ineasurt* that confidence by the bloc 
of Euroj)ean votes which has k(*pt them in office. The matter is far more 
serious and fur more fundamental than iliat. 'fhey may carry the budget, 
they may defeat the cut motions, they may fritter away crores and crores 
of the tax-payer’s money. They may wield the power wdiich office has 
placed in their hands. Hut let them remember that ])ower without prestige 
is a poor prop to keej) up the morale and confidence of a sullen, discontented 
and resentful people. 

Mr. I. D. ilALAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 generally support the cut 
motions wliicli liuve Immui moved in this House yesterday on this subject, 
viz., “Extruordinarv Charges” which is om' of the most impoitant items 
in the budget. This item has risen from seven lakhs of rupees in 1940-41 
to 8 crores oO thousand rupees in 1944-45. In spite of this huge 
expenditure what do we find in this province today as the achievements of 
the present ministry which is holding office in this provinc'e? It was under 
the regime of this ministry that several lakhs of the ehihlren of the soil 

lost their lives due to starvation. It was not due to the action of the last 

ministry or during tlie regime of the last ministry that so many lives were 
lost. AVe are not ludders of any brief for the last ministry for the present 

one. AVe have criticised the actions of both the last ministry as well as 

the present one whenever we have thought it fit to criticise. But what 
do we find today? (iovernmenl is failing in its primary responsibility of 
feeding the people of this province at a time wlien the war is not actually 
in this country, i.e., when the country is at pt^ace. AA^'liat will be the 
situation if and when the country will be actually invaded I shudder to 
think. At present we find that the activities on the Indo-Bunna front are 
increasing and we do not know as to what the situation of this country 
will he when there will be the utmost strain on the transport system of this 
country in order to carry troops and materials to the frontier. If this was 
the achievement of the present ministry in tackling the food situation of 
this province, how can the people believe with confidence that this ministry 
will be able to tackle the future problems of this country? 

So far as cloth problem is concerned, we find that it is a very serious 
problem wffiich will become all the more serious as time passes on. It is 
!a matter of common knowledge that there is a great scarcity of cloth in 
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Bengal, partly due to the transport difficulties and partly due to the action 
of this Government as well as the Central Textile Board. The Government 
issued the Cloth and Yarn Control Order in June, 1943, and prescribed a 
time-limit to dispose of the stock existing on the 31 st July, 1943, within 
three months when the stock was found to be admittedly of 8 months' 
consumption. That in itself was a preposterous position. Then the 
Government extended the time for its disposal till 31st December, 1J)43, but 
the stock could not be disposed of and then what the Government did was 
that they sealed the entire stock of such cloth of this country including 
this province. Three months have lapsed and the stock is lying idle sealed 
up. Why Because Government has not got adequate machinery to 
stamp these goods with the prices at which they can be sold. There are 
1,200 to 1,300 applications from dealers in Calcutta who want their goods 
to be stamped, but only about 150 to 200 persons’ goods have been stamped 
so far. The reasons are obvious. Why do the Government allow the entire 
stock of cloth to be frozen for three montlis — from 1st January to Olst 
March We do not know whether three months more will not be required 
to release that frozen stock. I say that the Government has bungled in 
a very impf)rtant problem. Why did it fix a time-limit to dispose of the 
stock within three or five months when the Government is not in a position 
to stamp those goods even for six month.s to come. I say, Sir, that the duty 
of the Bengal Goveinment is to move the Central Textile Board and the 
Government ot India to release so far as the stock of cloth of Bengal is 

concerned and unles.', tliat is done, 1 tell you, ainl that is the verdict of 

the people who know that there will be scarcity of cloth in Bengal on an 
unprecedented scale. Perhaps the members do not know that if w(‘ cross 
the frontier oi Bengal and send piecegoods to Assam, you will find timt there 
is a great demand and piecegoods can he sold at three times higher price 
at which tlu\\ can he sold lu^re. Theie i.s expoit from Assam to ('hina. 
Piecegoods which are being sold at Hs. 2 pi‘r lb. in Calcutta can la* sold at 

Rs. 10 to Rs. 11 in ( hina. Things are going on in this wa,\ . 

Now. Sir. the Bengal (yovernment has promulgated the Bengal (doth 
and Yarn Control (jrder. There is an arbitrary jirovision that the Textile 
Controller of Bengal will be entitled to cancel tjie licence of any trader 
without assigning any reason, wdtliout telling him why his licence has been 
cancelled, and without asking the dealer to show cause, and without calling 
upon the licencee to explain his conduct. Such an arbitrury rule could not 
be found even in Czarist Russia. Gu a certain day the ministry cancelled 
the licences of at least 30 to 40 dealers who were the biggest dealers in this 
city and withheld the licences of about 100 per.sons from being issued with- 
out assigning any reason and without calling upon them to show cause. Why 
this arbitrary pow'er is being taken up by this Government? (’annot the 
dealers be entitled to know what the rea.son is ami sIm»w cause why the 
licence should not be cancelled. Such arbitrary powers are taken by this 
Government find then applied most mercilessly and most arbitrarily. This 
is not the way to deal with the prohlem. Ydu cannot deal with the problem 
unless you get the co-operation of the people who deal in such commodities. 
That is one aspect of the case to wdiich I wish (o draw the attention of 
Government. 
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So far as the food supply is concerned there is no doubt that a certam 
aiDount of convenience has taken place on account of the rationing scheme 
which has come into force in Calcutta, but still we find people who are not 
able to register their cards. What is the use of issuing cards when they 
cannot get their cards registered? I have got a letter (dated 21st March, 
1943) from the Marwari Relief Society to the Controller of Rationing in 
which they have stated this fact and they have drawn the attention of the 
Controller of Rationing to the necessity that there must be proper arrange- 
ment for the registration of cards. The next thing to which I desire to 
draw your attention to is this that so far as atta is concerned the supply 
is of a very inferior quality. It is mixed up with all kinds of things. Wlien 
the Government has taken uiKm its shoulders the responsibility of feeding 
the people which was ordinarily borne by the traders of this country, and 
when the Government has (caused even unemployment among a large 
number of grocers who were earning their livelihood in this city does it 
behove the Government wlio poses to be the repository of all confidence to 
betray the confidence in this manner and no< HU])ply proper articles of {ckkI? 
There is a proverb in Hindi — 

Andher Nugri Chaupat Raja. 

Taku Ser Rhaja Taka Ser Khaja; 

that is wh(‘n .sweets are .sold at the rate of one pice pcT seer, and hliuja.s also 
are sold at the rate of one pice per .seer. That is a thing which happens 
when the raja is a chaupat (idiot) and then anarchy in the (iiy. That is 
what is happening now. You can sometimes get Delira Dun rice even at 
6 unna.s per seer and the worst rice also at 0 annas per seer. When the 
Government takes upon its shoulders the res])onsil)ilit\ oi su])]>lyinf» 
eatables on which the life depends it has got its duty by the people to see 
that proper quality of rice, proper quality <if food materials are supplied. 

I see that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies is laughing. He was 
laughing when lakhs of people were dying in the province. He is still 
laughing and he will laugh till the last. His laugh cannot solve the 
problem. The problem is there. 

Then Sir, the difficulty is in certain areas that where people want wheat 
instead of atta that is not supplied. There are people who grind w^heat at 
their own houses in order to have pure atta. To them wheat is not supplied 
and they are therefore forced to take that atta which is uneatable and which 
is very inferior in quality. This is not all. There is the difficulty of coal, 
there is the difficulty of salt. My clefk told me yesterday and today that 
he wa.s not getting any coal and therefore no fo6d could he prepared in his 
house. Another person told me today that yesterday night while dal was 
being boiled there was no salt in his house and he had to roam about for 
nearly 3 miles in Calcutta in order to get a seer of salt. This is the position 
in the premier city of the British Empire where there is the entire concen- 
tration of Government forces. You cannot get coal, salt, cloth, sugar and 
you cannot get proper food. What is the position regarding milk? 
Thousands of children are dying for want of milk which cannot be had for 
less than one rupee per seer. When this Qoverninent has not yet come 
forward with proposals to solve the milk problem and tackle the cattle 
|)roblem, can it be said that it is discharging its duty properly? For the 
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sake of beef-eaters who must have their beef at any cost, hundreds and 
thousands of children are dying for want of milk and thousands of people 
are dying on account of mal-nutrition and the health of the future genera- 
tion is imperilled. Is that a proper solution of the problem? Can we say 
that the Government is discharging its primary function with which it is 
charged to justify its existence? If these things are wanting, what justi- 
fication is there for my friends of the European Party to sing halleluja to 
thi.s ministry? I find nothing. On the contrarv% T find that the huge 
expenditure which has been going on may be unjustified — may be justified 
I cannot say unless investigation is made — but the results so far achieved 
are not satisfactory. 

So tar as ('ivil Supplies are concerned, 1 know personally of a case in 
which a consignment came in October. That was ordered to be delivered 
to the party. When the party w'ent to take delivery, the stoekist said “1 
have taken delivery from the railway 10 bags short; I will give you 50 bags 
short, but you must give me a clear discharge”. When the party returned 
without giving a clear disciiarge, I approached the Additional Director of 
Civil Supplies and t(dd him “This is most unfair; either you give him a 
short supply certificate from the railwa> or you must give the proper 
number of bag.s”. The Additional Director of Civil Supplies was pleased 
to order tliat this hliould be done, ol course, after one month’s negotiation. 
Finally when the part\ went to take delivery of tliose goods it was found 
that the Government had reijuisitioned them. The stockist was angry that 
this mattei had been mentione<rfo the Additional Director ot (!ivil Supplii^s 
and he thendoic managed to arrange that Government should recjuisition 
the goods. When I he re(jui‘'it ion had taken plac(‘ the elaiin was put 
forward in Getoher or No\einl»er and the eluim was ])ass(*d after many 
repeated letters only in March, 11)44. Is that the wa> in whiiih (he Ministry 
of ('ivil Sijjiplies should go on? There is another person who gave a hill 
to the Ministr^N of Civil Supplies lor payment. He was a.sked, because he 
could not satisfy (icrtain intlividuals in the department, to give a hank’s 
guarantee in order to enable the dejiartment to make tlie payment. A man 
might supply five laklis ol rupees worth of gcKids. Js it suggested that 
whenever a payment is to he made, the party should give the guarantee of 
a hank? That is never done. It is simply due to tlie vagaries of this 
department that these ineonveiiience.s to traders in this province are going 
on. Unle.ss they are curbed, there cannot he an> hope of iinprovement in 
the situation. 

There is another ixiiiit which I want to draw your attention to. 
Messrs. Surajmull Nagarmull, who are the owners of u Sugar Factory at 
Gopalpur, }»«ve written a letter to the Indian (.'haniber of Commerce, dated 
14th February, 1944. I would like to draw the attention of the House to 
that letter which runs as follows: — 

‘*We beg to inform you about a new danger which has been arising 
recently to the lives of our factory workers from the Military 
special trains running along the main line. 

Our factory and staff colony are situated just contiguous and parallel 
to the Bengal and Assam Baliway main line and all trains on tiu# 
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line pass alongside the mill and mill colony area for a di8t|ince of 
near about a mile from gumti No. 128A., on the north of Gopalpur 
station. It has been our constant experience for sometime past 
that troops and other military special trains are firing various shots 
while passing the factory perhaps for the sake of fun. 

Sometime back a local boy was thui injured by a bullet shot and a police 
enquiry was held in the matter. 

Yesterday morning about a dozen shots were fired at the factory area 
from the military special train No. Col N-Up while it was passing 
the mill at about 10-45 a.m.” 

Now, this is the mill area where there are labourers. The military 
trains are passing now and again and they are firing shots at random as if 
the lives of Indians are worse than those of beasts in this country. Nothing 
is done. This Government owes a duty to the people to see that the lives 
of its citizens are protected. This Government is failing in its duty to do 
so. That is how morale is going to be kept. The other day the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy stated in the House that the Government of India had 
asked us to make arrangements for a production of about 45,000 tons of 
sugar when the production was only 15,000 tons. If that is the position 
how can the labourers remain in that mill area, when they find that when- 
ever military trains are passing they are firing shots at random. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. I. D. ilALAN: Sir, I say that this'i.s a problem which must engage 
the attention of the House as well as of the Government. 

(At this stage the member resumed his seat.) 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 rise to speak this 
evening on the most momentous question of the day, and in doing so I want 
to say ai the very t)utset that I am not a friend of the present Government 
nor am I an enemy of theirs. Personally I have no attachment to the 
Ministerialist party but my attitude is one ot a person who forms his opinion 
by judging the various circumstances pertinent to the question. I think 
the question now before us is whether the present ministry has been able 
to deal successfully or effectively wnth the food problem that has been the 
problem of all problems in the province. But in order to come to an under- 
standing of the problem we must have all the relevant facts before us and 
then to form our opinion upon those facts. There is no denying the fact 
that people in their thousands and tens of thousands w^ere found dead and 
dying all around us when the crisis was at its height. There is no denying 
the fact that people in their hundreds of thousands in utter panic and distress 
were moving about in search of food and were lamenting in 
every corner of this city. There is no denying the fact that even 
the streets of Galcutta and of mofassil towns were strewn with 
corpses and dying men as a result of starvation. But is this ministry 
responsible for all that? Surely the Ministry or the Minister-in-charge will 
be responsible for this if the ministry or the minister who has been entrusted 
wdth this task has had no imagination, no capacity and no love for the people 
and for the country. As regards Mr. Suhrawardy it must be said that 
there is hardly anybody in this House who can dispute the fact that he is a 



demand POE GRANTS. 


1944 . 1 . 


41ft 


person fully competent to deal with the question. He is a person who has 
also got imagination. The question now is whether he has got any love 
for his people. Some say that he has got love for his people and others say 
that he has not: that is a point of dispute no doubt. But if he has no 
love for his people and for his country that must be evident by his actions. 

If his action was such that it can be said that he did nothing absolutely, 
when the crisis came, then he must be condemned. If, on the contrary, it 
can be proved that he has done his best to reduce the sufferings of the people 
by taking recourse to all possible methods, then, of course, we cannot lay 
any blame at his door. There are certain circumstances which must be 
taken into consideration in judging the question on its merit. It cannot be 
gainsaid that before the war Burma used to supply us large quantities of 
rice and paddy. Our province was not and still is not self-sufficient in the 
matter of food. But Burma fell and went over to the Japanese and we have 
been deprived of that rice and paddy which Burma used to give us, and it is 
for that reason that Bengal is faced with a .serious food crisis. Not only 
has there been loss of supply from Burma hut over and above that tliere 
has been another burden put Upon us. There are a good number of refugees 
from Burma. Burmese and Indians have come to Bengal in thousands atul 
are participating in the slender resources of our province. Besides that the 
war is knocking at our very doors and a huge army lias now made its base 
here and is encroaching upon our .scanty food resources. Tliese are the most 
trying circumstances under which the ministry has had to carry on the 
administration. Not only that but the question of transport also stands in 
the way of the miruNtry in bringing food from other ])rovinces and in its 
free movement within the j)rovince. Then, Sir, there is the constitution 
under which the ministers have no free hand in the administration of the 
j)r()viiic(‘. Sir, when the const itiit ion ^cume before us in the form of a VVMiite 
Paper there acre two sets of [leople ; one of them characterised it as 
uiiaorkahle ; tiie other said that it was not altogether unworkable hut that 
it could he worked in spite of its limitations and that let it be worked for 
what it wdH worth. Sir, the inherent defects of the constitution are still 
there because even if the ministry wants to act according to its own wishes 
it cannot do so for the constitution stands in the way. Sir, the constitu- 
tion, as it is, has been accejited by the nationalist groups in this House 
and it is being worked for what it is worth. In spite of the limitations 
of the constitution the pre.sent mini.stry and especially the mini.ster for 
Civil Supplies has been able to administer the department under his charge 
fio well that we have been getting rice at Ils. 12 per niaund and therefore 
I cannot agree to the suggestion made that the ministry has failed utterly 
in its attempt in this direction. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to reply on 
'behalf of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to the cut motions that relate to 
the Home Department. Sir, Dr. NalinaLsha Sanyal in his cut motion 
referred to the inadequate strength of the A. R. P. personnel in Calcutta. 
He also gave us some facts and figures. As usual Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal’s / 
facts and figures are incorrect and wrong. Sir, the sanctioned strength of 
the A. R. P. personnel in Calcutta Warden Service is — paid 3,776 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: I said 4,000) of which the present actual is 
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3,647. It will therefore appear that there is a deficiency of only 128 paid 
wardens, or about 3 per cent, of the paid strength. Sir, the paid strength 
was raised when it was found on experience that sufficient number of unpaid 
men could not be relied upon and it was considered that the present strength 
of paid men would be adequate for working purposes regardless of ^ the 
number of volunteers. 

Sir, Mr. B. Mukherjee in his cut moticjn stated that many lives lost at 
Hathibagan and Kidderpore could have been saved if there were adequate 
A. R. P. wardens. Sir, this allegation i.« based on the theory that the 
strength of wardens was inadequate but a failure in the reporting system 
would have been expected had his contention been correct, but from actual 
experience it was found that there was no failure in the reporting system 
and therefore his contention that the A. R. P. wardens were not adequate 
is not correct. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : What happened when the dock 
area was bombed P) I am replying to that. Have some patience. 

Dr. Sanyal also gave us some detailed figures about the strength of 
A. R. P. sub-areas in Calcutta, and again, as usual, his figures were wrong, 
1 shall give the correct figures. In Burrabazar the sanctioned strength is 
91 and the actual is 88. In Hare Street the sanctioned strength is 98, the 
actual is 88. In Ballygunge the sanctioned strength is 847 paid and tlie 
actual is 818. In Jorasanko the sanctioned strength is 98 paid and the 
actual 88 paid. 

DFi NALINAK8HA SANYAL* What about volunteers in Burrabazar!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, he has replied to that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: His figures are just the same as mine so 
far as uaid is concerned. He cannot /?ay my figures are wrong. 

Kh&n BEhadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said there i s some 
deficiency in the matter of volunteers. (Dr. NAUN\Ksnv Sanyal: Then 
why say wrong?) The number of members of ])aid strength. Dr. Sanyal 
also gave us some facts regarding defi<*iency of drivers at Beadon Street 
Depot. This is not also quite correct. The facts are as follows: — 
Sanctioned — 

(а) for curs — 14 phis 25 per cent.; 

(б) for ambulances — 11 plus 25 per cent.; 

Actuals — 

(a) for cars — 11, 

(b) for ambulances— 14. 

There is thus some deficiency of car drivers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. I have given some 
figures which appear to be just the same as quoted by Mr. Mohammed Ali, 
and still why should he use the texm *‘wTong”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know the procedure verj’ well. You can rise on 
a personal explanation and if the honourable member does not yield you 
cannot speak. It is only when he finishes you can rise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have a right to correct him. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: But you have no right to interrupt him while he is on 
his legs. 

Kfltn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The whole question of desertion of 
drivers was taken up in January last and the following decisions were arrived 
at by Government: — 

(1) Drivers of light vehicles drawing Rs. 40 would be entitled to draw 

the pay of heavy vehicle drivers, viz., Rs. 60 on qualifying to 
drive a heavy vehicle, whether in fact he was employed on a 
heavy vehicle or not. 

(2) Some relaxation of the veto on resignation by drivers and other 

personnel was allowed on the discretion of the Controller. 

These decisions were at first applied to Calcutta and have recently been 
extended to Howrah, 24-Parguna.s and Hooghly. After these decisions were 
taken by Government the position with regard to drivers has considerably 
eased. 

Sir, the statement regarding the pay of wardens is correct. For once 
Dr. Sunyal was correct. It muv be added however that besides the con- 
cession rate of Rs. 10 per maund of rice, other items such us daU oil, 

tea and coke are also available to wardens at concession rates. Besides 
these, the\ are given free clothes and free medical attention. 

])r. Sanyal also referred to additional duties on ac(^ount of rationing for 
which wardens have received no extra remuneration. It will be more correct 
to say that tliese duties encroached upon the normal training and duties 
of the wardens than to say that they were additional. The increase of pay 
for lady wardens was considered necessary in order to obtain women of a 
suitable tyiie which was otherwise found to be impossible. Replacement 
of wardens who have resigned is inevitable by untrained men whose training 
is undertaken on appoinlinent . It is certain that the figure of (ID per cent, 
of untrained men quoted by Dr. Sanyal in the warden seivice is greatly 
exaggerated, (Dr. Nai.inak.siu Sanyal: What is the percentage there? 
Can you (]UoU* it?' It is nowhere near fit) per cent. 

Particulars regarding the allegation by Mr. B. Mukherjee regarding the 
dismissal of Naren Ghosh Dastiflar from Chittagong A. R. P. are not readily 
available to Government here. Particulars regarding Naren Roy of Barisai 
as well as those relating to politicals with reference to recruitment are these. 
Briefly the position is that volunteers are not excluded from A. R. P. service 
on the ground of their political affiliation, but they are recruited without 
reference to political or party affiliation. They are only accepted as 
individuals. Individual members of the public are welcome and are 
recruited to the A. R. P. service but not a.s representatives of any political 
or party qrganisation. 

Before I conclude I would like to make it clear that Government have 
always welcomed the recruitment of unpaid volunteer wardens. The A. R. P. 
Controller ba^ however been unable to get the right type of men and from 
his experience he is quite satisfied that with the paid personnel at his 
disposal he is quite competent and able to meet any emergencies and tackle 
any situation that might arise. Calcutta had several raids, the A. B. P. 
organisation rose to the occasion. They were found efficient and they were 
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found fit and the Controller and the government are quite satisfied that 
the strength- at the disposal of the Controller is quite sufficient and the 
Controller is quite competent to meet any emergency. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose all the cut motions moved by Dr. Sanyal, 
Mr. Mukherjee and others relating to the Home Department. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, so much 
ground has been covered by the honourable members in dealing with this 
motion that it will be impossible for me to reply to all the points that have 
been raised during the debate. I am also left wondering as to what is left 
for the honourable members to sUy when I shall move my next motion in 
the House on Capital Outlay, and they will move their cut motions. 

1 shall try, Sir, to meet some of the points which have been raised but 
I do not guarantee that I shall be able to speak on all of them. 

Sir, I would like to try, if I may, to congratulate honourable members 
of this House on the level of the debate on this occasion. I have not found 
that acrimonious feeling which has unfortunately characterised discussions 
on the food situation on previous occasions. Possibly it is due to the fact 
that honourable members have realised that the food situation should be 
kept out of acrimony as far as possible or possibly they have appreciated to 
some extent the eft’orts that are being made by Government to meet the 
present situation. If that is not so, then I am unfortunate. I have however 
to deprecate the speeches of some of the honourable members that tend 
somewhat to undermine conhdeuce. You must reali.se that confidence is 
essential if we have got to tide over the present situation, and it does nobody 
the least good to repeat what has so often been exploded, namely, that the 
cultivator has no confidence in the Government, that the prices are rising 
all over, that the policy of Government has failed and that another new 
famine is in sight. 1 would like to assure the House, and a.s I am really 
anxious for the supoprt of the Opposition, 1 would also like to assure the 
ilpposition iliul it we work together and if actualh no attempts are made 
on their part to undermine the confidence there is every hope and possibility 
that \^c shall jiass on to the next year without facing another famine or 
without any great difficultly. (Rai Hahendra Nath Chaudhury : As you 
were optimistic last time.) " 

One outstanding speech is that which has been delivered by Mr. vSantosh 
Kumar Hasu. In his speech he has tried to justify his own Ministry and 
placed before the House the problems which confronted it and how it dealt 
with them. He could not obviously resist the temptation of attacking the 
present Ministry and of pointing out its failures. Let me give to 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu's Ministry all the things that are its due, but 
I will not emulate him by attacking tbe old Ministry and pointing out those 
acts of omission and commission which accentuated the crisi.s which we 
have to deal with. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sany.al: Very generous!) 

Sir, 1 feel that I should take the Homse into confidence on a telegram 
which we have just received from the government of India. 1 am extremely 
happy over it as it is to some extent the culmination of the very persistent 
efforts that I made to secure for Bengal a fairer share of same of the produce. 
I have, so far as it lies in ray power, pressed the claims of Bengal, and 1 
axn happy to be able to announce to the Houae that the sugar quota of 
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Bengal has been increased irrespective of our own prt)duce, 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Thank you.) that the quota of ffur has been 
increased, (Mr. Jogesh Chandh.\ Gupta : Very sweet of you) the quota of 
mustard oil and mustard seeds has been increased and the Government of 
India are going to make further efforts to increase the quota and to secure 
adequate movement and procurement. The Government of India hav^ 
promised to send us more standard cloth, us much as we desire, and have 
reiterated the promise which we hope will be fulfilled, of sending 30,000 
tons of salt per month. I feel, Sir, that it does to some extent give to th® 
province of Bengal and to the Ministry and to its humble servitor, i.e., 
myself some cause for satisfaction. 

Sir, we have been told in this House that we shall never be able to meet 
the food situation unless a truly national Government is established. Sir, I 
would very much have liked to have the co-operation of all sections of the 
House in the establishment of a truly national Government from the point 
of view of w'hat may be considered to be truly national and not a conglomera- 
tion or an aggregate of particles with nothing in common, that are always 
trying to work in defferent ways, and only get together for a temporary 
purpose (laughter), but a government composed of those who understand 
each other, and are prepared to co-operate wdth each other through thick 
and thin. Sir, failing the estahlishment of such a Government at the Ontre 
for rea.son.N which everybody know's, I have attempted to establisli such a 
Government tnun the village upwards through the medium of food 
committees on w'hich the policy of this Government is based and on which 
I rely to a very great extent and from which I have got a considerable amount 
of co-operation, and which have got together the ])iiblic of all sections, 
holding diverse creed.s and political views all working for a common cause. 
I consider, Sir, that if w’e can continue on these lines, we hojie that in 
course of time we may be able to have a Government of parties w'ho will 
truly be prepared to co-operate with each other. 

Sir, I think it was again Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu who said ‘*You must 
possess the confidence of the people.” With great respect to him, and in 
spite of all that my honourable friends opposite may say, I do claim that in 
the food policy we have the confidence of the people. (Oies of “Hoar, 
hear” from the Ministerialist benches and cries of “question” from the 
Opposition benches.) The confidence of the people has been manife.sted. 
(Uproar.) I do not expect to have the confidence of that section of the 
House (pointing to the Opposition benches) because it is their job, if I 
may say so, to decry the Government. (Uproar.) (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri : You are job-hunter.s.) And then Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu 
had a fling at the European party and said that this Ministry ought not to 
depend upon their votes. A little bird tells us that it was only yesterday 
that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee paid a visit to the European party 
canvassing for their support. (Laughter.) The Europeans are as much a 
part of the House as anybody else. They have as much right to criticise, 
support and oppose as anybody else. If I have their confidence I am 
fortunate, and I hope. Sir, that we shall continue to act in such a manner 
that we shall get their confidence and we shall deserve that confidence. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Ministerial benches.) I claim nothing 
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more from them. I do not ask them to support the Ministry if we are 
not deserving of their confidence, and we hope, Sir, that we shall continue 
to act in a manner which will entitle us to their spport. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal : Remain always good boys.) 

The increase in the expenditure of the Civil Supplies Department has 
been commented upon by various members in this House. Please realise 
what we are called upon to do. We have to procure foodgrains, we have to 
move them, to transport them in various ways; we have to distribute them 
afterwards in deficit areas or in towns; we must keep prices dowm ; w'e must 
control prices; we must prevent hoarding and black-marketing. We must 
have a procurement branch, a distribution branch, an enforcement branch, 
a movement branch, and at the same time we must so plan that every area 
should have sufficiency of foodgrains, We must send adequate supplies 
to the deficit areas; we must an-ange for their storage in those areas, and 
we must see that the foodgrains are well kept, that they are not spoiled 
and that there is no loss. We have to do likewise with almost every other 
commodity. Not only (as 1 am talking about foodgrains) have we to do all 
these things within the province, but we have to make arrangeineiits for the 
procurement of foodgrains from outside ihe province. We have got to 
arrange for inspection outside. That is being done now. That is the 
meaning of “at present”, which Mr. B. R. Sen referred to. At present, 
it is the responsibility of the receiving Government. We have to see that 
they are moved to this province. We have to receive them here, store them 
and send them at once to those areas that need them or send them to our 
ration shops. Then the same procedure has to be adopted for sugar, for 
cloth, for guTj for dah and for all the coininodities that we get from outside 
including mustard seeds and mustard oil. We have to arrange for the 
distribution of kerosene within the province. Jf all these things have got 
to be done and if the work which used to I'e done by millions and millions 
of people is now' going to be done by Government, surely we must have a 
sufficiency of staff and the cost of doing all this must necessarily go up. If 
you realise the work wdiich is on our shoulders I do not think you can for 
a moment say that the expenditure that it involves is by aii} means not 
commensurate wuth the work. More than that I may tell the House that 
we shall have to increase our staff further. We need a proper enforcement 
branch. An honourable member has stated here w^hat is the use of issuing 
circulars and orders if you cannot enforce orders. For such reasons, w’e 
shall have’ to have a proper enforcement branch. We shall have to appoint 
an Assistant Director for every subdivision. We shall have to go in — 
although this is not exactly my department it is linked to it — w’e shall have 
to go in for large rehabilitation schemes wdiicb w’ill need further staff. 
If you want us to do work properly, if you want us to serve the people of 
Bengal, then w^e must have all these means at our disposal. 

Now, Sir, what w^e are doing is this. Firstly, we have set up an organi- 
sation for the procurement of foodgrains. Government i.s satisfied w’ith the 
progress that has been made in that behalf. We have not been able to get 
all the foodgrains that we thought would be available for us, but I tliink 
that it is all to the good. Proourelnent by Government of foodgrains was 
entirely a new" venture. Had we procured more the probability was that 
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our arrangements would have broken down, our arrangements for movements, 
for storage, for sending to deficit areas, and our arrangements for reception 
and distribution. What we have done has been satisfactory. The old 
system of foodgrains coming on to the market between January and April 
has altered. A large quantity of foodgrains instead of coming on to the 
market still remains with the agriculturists. Certain misgivings have been 
voiced on this score. To my mind there is no need for these misgivings. 
I believe that most of the agriculturists have been misled ver^ largely by 
the alarmist rumours propagated by certain sections, not necessarily by the 
Opposition but by certain sections in the country, and have come to hold 
the view that the price of foodgrains will rise again. Fortunately, Sir, 
in spite of what the honourable members may say the price of rice is coming 
down and I have the latest figures at my disposal from which I am satisfietl 
that the price of rice is falling. There was a temporary rise in price, and 
there must be a rise in one or two jdaces. For instance in Chittagong, 
where there is so much local inflation, there is bound to be a hical rise in* 
price. Take those areas where there were not suflicient foodgrains. We 
had to send to haridpur aiol Dacca foodgrains from here. We are now 
sending foodgrains to haiidpur and Dacca in abundant quantities. The 
price there is bound to fall. Similarly the price is generalls falling, with 
the result that those persons who have been keeping back their stocks in the 
hope that price will rise, in view of the alarmist rumours that there will be 
a repetition ol last year, are bound to release their foodgrains. We have 
brought down our ceiling price of paddy by 4 annas with the result that 
W'ithin the la.st W(‘ek the procurement has increased to a considerable extent. 
I am, therefore, satisfied with the })rogress that has bt‘en made. Tlie more 
fot)dgraiiis are lield back at this stage the more will come on tlie market 
at a later stage; and when this happens, jirices will fall still further, and 
more and more foodgrains will be oflered for sale. 

Mr. Kenn(*dy has raised the (jiiestion of con.suniers' goods. J'his is a 
matter ^^hi(’li has been engaging our attention and we have taken very 
prompt steps in this connection. We had the ben(*fit of the services and 
experience of Mr. Lockliait wlio had jdaced tliis de})artmen( on a sound 
foundation. Laterly, the Secretary to the (lovernment of India in that 
dei)artmeiit was here in Calcutta and we have had consultations with him 
on thi.s matter. We expect that con.suniers’ goods and parlicularly those 
that we need most, viz., corrugated iron sheets and agricultural implements 
wdll soon ho arriving in considerable quantities. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about surreptitious (diange and 
pretention of din*ct sale to (jovcrnment I' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We an ^till ( onsidering that. 
The problem regarding piocurement is that oiu agents are not \vi able to 
spread their tentacle.s far enough. We ‘^tlall have to have some kind of 
subsidiary system of purchase in order that the agriculturists mav get a 
fair price. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That was the original arrangement. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Ys Th^s is still the arrangement. 
It has not yet been carried out 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Why? 
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Thi HOfl’bla H. $• 8UHRAWARDY: Because it means setting up 
an organisation which I am loth to take up unless I am satisfied that 
it will function satisfactorily; and because I am anxious as far as possible 
to utilise the trade channels as much as possible. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Local trade channels? 

The Hofi’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. Now, Sir, I have not 
much time left. I would like to refer to a general matter, namely the 
financial responsibility that has been thrown on this Government in regard 
to food purchase matters and the loss that we have had to incur in order to 
pay for cheap shops and so on and in order to keep the people alive. 

Sir, I am sure the House will agree with me in my assertion that this 
expenditure should not fall primarily upon the Provincial Government. It 
is an expenditure which we have had to incur on account of the war being 
at our doors. But this is not l)eing largely recognised : it has not been 
recognised by other Govern men ts ; it has not been recognised by the Central 
Government. Bui for the war we would not have had those conditions 
which have ])een accentuated by the difficulties of movement and of trans- 
port: we w’ould not have had those difficulties which have been accentuated 
due to larger consumption arising out of war conditions. 

^Si^, the war is at our doors, and I think the main responsibility rests 
with the Central Government and with any other Governments that are 
responsible for this war, and it will be our duty and joint endeavour to press 
for relief for the Government of Bengal, and not be satisfied with the airy 
manner w'ith wdiicli the Hon'ble the Finance Member of the (iovernment of 
India has given a paltry three crores of rupees to the Government of Bengal. 
It is not, Sir, Mint 1 do not re.'dj^‘ his difficulties, but 1 think he should have 
a better, and if I may say sf), a more realistic conce])tion of what w’e have 
passed through and are passing througli, and should reali.se that the diffi- 
culties of Bengal are mainly due to the war conditions and to the fact that 
we are in this zone. To that, Sir, I should add that our difficulties are 
'likely to increase -in fact our (bliiculties are constantly increasing — though 
we are trying to meet them to the best of our ability. As all our difficulties 
are largely ilue to the wuir comlii ion.s, T think the Government ot India 
should know' that it is the unanimous wish of all sections of this House that 
it should accept the responsibility and undertake to discharge its liabilities 
in a much larger and more generous frame of mind. 

Sir, there are various other matters wdiich have been raised. I do not 
think I have got the tfme to deal w'ith all of them. So, Sir, may 1 now 
deal with one point only, namely, Textiles. 

Now', Sir, with regard to Textiles, 1 may say in passing that I have also 
discussed its problems w'ith the Hon'ble Mr. Hydari, and I hope we shall 
be able to give some relief to people here, and put on the market more 
cloth. I know it is impossible to tex-mark all the cloth within a reasonable 
time. I have pressed the matter before him and I feel sure that he will 
consider the case of the Government of Bengal a little bit more realistically 
than the Controller of Textiles. I can assure you that the Government of 
Bengal has left no stone unturned to point out to the Government of India 
that difficulties that have arisen, and that there is a likelihood of a cloth 
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famine unless some steps are taken immediately, and I am confident that 
after I have pressed the matter before the Hon ’hie Mr. Hydari, something 
will be done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about the sale of unstamped 
cloths ? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The licences of the evil-doers 
have been cancelled. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Why don’t you proceed against them 
in the court P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That I am considering. 

But, Sir, as for those who have sold at prices even higher than the marked 
retail price, who have black marketed without compunction, there is no 
hope for them at all. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the point that has been raised regarding Easem 
Ismail’s salt, I want to make the position clear. It was stated that 
Mr. Kasein Ismail charged Ils. 15 whereas the District Magistrate fixed the 
price at Its. Id or something like lhat. Sir, I have checked up the matter, 
there was a dispute of one anna. Mr. Easem Ismail worked out the figure 
to show that the cost was Ks, Id-d whereas the District Magistrate thought 
that the cost was Rs. 13-1. That was all about the dispute, and this did 
not stop the movement of one grain of salt — the salt which could be des- 
patched and for which movement could be procured was sent. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may I ask the Hon’We 'Minister 
one question P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you ))lease resume your setitP 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On a point of privilege. Sir I 
want to ask one question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will not allow that at this stage. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Why notP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, will you kindly resume your seatP 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, why you Imve taken this altitude 
I cannot understand. I stand on my right to ask the Hon’ble Minister only 
one questi^^n. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I cannot allow that. Will you kindly resume 
your seatP 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. When 
a member rises to put a question, what reason is there for not allowing him 
to do sop He has risen on a point of privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a point of order at all and I do not allow it. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I just point out that you 
have always disallowed interruptions and verj^ rightly, if I may say so, when 
a speech is made by an Hon’ble Minister in reply, but you have made an 
exception m the case of questions being put at the end of a speech if the 
questions are utilised for the purpose of bringing out further facts. This ii 
exactly the position which Mr. Surendra Nath Bisw^ has taken up, and I 
do not think that he deserved a summary treatment from you in this fashion. 
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Mfi SPEAKER: The real position is that the debate was to terminate 
punctually at 6-35 p.m., and that is the reason which compels me to put the 
mo ’ons slr.ijghtaway to vote. So I cannot allow any further discussion, 
and I hope the members will kindly be in their own seats. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why should the debate terminate at 
6-i35 p.m., Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that. 

The motion of Mr. Charu Chandra Roy that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “f)3 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dliirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division 
called. 

(After the ringing of the Division bell the motion w'as again, as usual, 
put by. Mr. S])eaker.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: The question before the House is the cut motion No. 5 
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. Those who are in favour of it 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will you please read out the whole 
motion P 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i s not necessary. 

Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is necessary. Sir. 1 rise on a point 
of order. This cut motion he jmt on record. 1 submit that it is wrong on 
the part of the office to direct the reporters to keep a wrong record as we 
find that in all our cut motions only the reduction is mentioned, viz., that 

the demand he reduced by Rs. 100, Imt “to raise a discussion ” that 

sentence' is taken out. I submit, Sir, it is extremely unfortunate that the 
office should direct official re])orter8 to make a report in a wrong w’ny and 
not to take a proper and correct report of what members utter in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The practice that has been followed all along wiR be 
followed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not the practice. I submit that 
the report must be a correct rei)ort of tlie proceedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have got with me reports 

Mr. SPEAKER: No question arises ^at the time of putting. Will you 
kindly resume your seatP You can make your submission afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, you will kindly read the entire 
motion. Thai has been the practice all along. 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is not the practice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, that is the practice in the House. 
The motion has to be put. Sir, it is extremely unfair. It has been the 
practice you yourself have followed. You will kindly read out the motion. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat? I think I need not 
tszplain in detail what happened. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would you kindly read out the motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat? Is it fair to the 
Chair that you will not allow him to finish? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, it is fair to the Chair to 
request him to read out the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not accept your dictation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; You are again requeste<l to put the 
motion. The rule requires that the motion should be put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is that the demand be reduced by lls. 100. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The motion is that the denuiiid be 
reduced bv Rs. 100 with a view t4> miso a discussion 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please resume your seat? If you do not 
allow me to finish, is it proper 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, please put the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will put the motion according to my own light. I 
cannot follow your dictation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You wull be good enough to put the 
motion as it is, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is that the demand be reduced by Its. 100. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, what is the difference 
between that motion and other motions? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, all the motions are preceded by 
the wordings “That the demand he redmeil by Ks. 100”. In that fvuse, 
how do we differentiate between one motion and another? It is necessary 
that the House should be given to understand the difference l)etwfM»n two 
motions. It may be, Sir, that you may not pul one motion hut put the 
other. . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, may I submit that originally Sir 
Azizul Haque did put the whole thing. It is the office that abused this 
thing and they have directed the reporters to report otherwise. It is 
extremely unfair and wrong and it is against the privilege of the House. 
The motion must be put as the motion stands. The rule req\iires that a 
motion must he wliolly put and not a part of it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly allow me to finish? If you had 
allowed me to finish, there would not have been any necessity for thia 
discussion. I am .-^irry you have not allow'ed me to finish. The real posi- 
tion is this. 1 am stoting all these facts because on a previous occasion 
ikis point was raised end I had an occasion to look into the whole affair. 
Originally the practice used to be that the whole thing used to be put. 
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Subsequently, my predecessor went into this matter and it appears that for 
nearly three years 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not a fact. The office 
misdirected 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Whatever that may be, I have found this practice in 
existence. That is on record. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is recorded wrongly The 
practice has always been otherwise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, it is extremely unfair to the Chair and it 
is unfair to the House if you on like that. I am telling you the position 
because you yourself raised this point on some other occasion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am always maintaining the same 
position. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, I tell you frankly that I 
want to understand fvhat is the motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat I am sorry I have 
not been allow^ed to tell the whole thing. If you kindly cease interrupting 
me, I may tell you what I know almut the whole thing and then I w’ill tell 
you w'hat I jun going to do, but before I finish a sentence if you interrupt 
me, it becomes imp^)ssible for me to state w^hat the present practice is and 
what should be done. Now the position as I have been able to find from 
the records is this. At present it is only recorded that the cut motion 
moved by so and so was put and lost. That is wdiat I find recorded in the 
records for a pretty long time. Previous to that there used to be some- 
times the other thing stated, viz., “to raise a discusion” and so on and 
sometimes it used not to be m ) recorded. Thai is what I liave found. Now, 
when I (jame in office, 1 used to put sometimes that the demand be reduced 
by Rs. 100 and sometimes the whole thing when that objection has been 
taken, I put the whole thing before the House. At one stage Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi raised the point whether this is permissible and for that the 
whole thing was reviewed and it appears to me from the records that the 
practice which appeitrs to liave been uniformly followed for a pretty long 
time is this that the cut motion number so and so w'as put and lost. 

The real position, therefore, is that if you insist, for the time being I 
am going to put the entire thing according to your desire. But I think I 
will have to give a decision on it tomorrow or on a future date and that 
decision will be final. So far as this matter is concerned, in pursuance of 
the desire of the Opposition to which Glovernment have got no objection, I 
am putting the whole thing before the House. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,(X)0 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Chargee 
in India” he reduced by Rs. 100, which w’as moved to raise a discussion 
about — 

(t) the utter failure of the Government to control the price of rice and 
the necessity of controlling the other necessaries of life which are 
abnormally rising every day; 
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(«) the utter apathy and sense of optimism displayed bv Government 
in statements issued now and then in the face of* the increased 
rise in price and apprehended outbreak of famine in larse areas of 
Province of Bengal; and 

(lii) the failure of Government in feeding large number of starving 
people now in many areas in the province of Bengal, 
wa.s then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AVCt— €2. 


AMal IlMlYi. 

AkH HMtain larkar, MmIvI. 

AbniH KkaN, Mr. tyN. 

BantriM, Mr. Bramatha Nata. 

Baaarji, Mr. P. 

•arniaR, Mr. Upantfra Nath. 

Bata, Mr.taatath Kamar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Babintfa ChanPra. 

Bifwat, Mr. taraaira Natk. 

Chattapatfhyay, Mr. Haripa^a. 

Obaaikari, Rai Naranpra Nath. 

Das, Baba RaPhaaath. 

Oat fiapta, Dr. 4 . M. 

Oat Bapta, Srijut Naranpra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. DhiraaPra Natb. 

Datta, Mr. tukamar. 

Oatta Bapta, Mitt Mira. 

EPbar, Mr. UpanPranatb. 
railal Hap. Mr. A. K. 

Bhatt, Mr. Atai Kriibna. 

Bapta, Mr. Pan*h Cbandra. 

Hatan All CbawPbary, Mr. SyaP. 

IPrit AhmaP Mia, Maalvi. 

PalalaPPin Hathamy, Mr. iyaP. 

Palan, Mr. I. 0. 

Panab Ali MaJamPar, Mialvi. 

Khan, Mr. Oabanpra Lall 
KanPa, Mr. Niihitba Natb. 

Lahiri, Baba Athatoih. 

Mahtab, Mahara)aPbirt)a BabaPur UPay CbanP, at 
Barpwan. 

Maji, Mr. APwaita Kamar. 


MaiaaiPar, Mrt. Namaprava. 

MaaPal, Mr. Birat ObaaPra. 
Maairatiamaa liiaaiabaPI. Maalaaa MP. 
Mapbai Nataia, Mr. 

Maakarjaa. Dr. ByamaprataP. 

Makharji, Mr. Dbiranpra Narayaa. 
Makbarjaa. Mr. B. 

Makharji. Dr. N. c. 


msKnvrji, 




•nvai vnaapra. 


Mullick. trijat Athatatb. 

•rt-SMSf., .1 
Natkar, Mr. Ham Obanpra. 

^aal. Sir Hari bankar. 

PaPPar, Mr. AnanPilai. 

^ramanik. Mr. Tarinlcharan. 

Ray, Mr. Obaru CbanPra. 

**•», Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran bankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatba Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Ray, bbib bhakharaiatar, Kamar. 
banyal. Dr. Nalinaktha. 
banyal, Mr.batanka bakbar. 
ban. Mr. Atai Ohanpra. 
ban, Mr. OhiranPra Nath, 
ban, Patath Obanpra Rai BabaPar. 
ban Bapta, Mri. Naliia. 
bkamtaPPIn AhmaP, Mr. 
binha, brijat ManinPra Bhatan. 
bur. Mr. HaranPra Kumar. 

Walfur Rahman. Maulvi. 


NOES— 129. 


AbPal Axil, Maulana MP. 

AbPul Habx, Mr. Miraa. 

AbPal Hakaam, Mr. (Kbulaa). 

AbPal Hakim, Maalvi (Myrnantingb). 

AbPai Hakim Vikrampuri, Maalvi MP. 

AbPul Halim Malta, Maulvi MabammaP. 

AbPul HamM. Mr. A. M. 

AbPai HamiP bbah, Maalvi. 

AbPal Pabbar, Maalvi. 

AbPal Karim, Mr. 

AbPal LatM BItwat, Maulvi. 

AbPal HaJM, Mr. byaP (Naakhaii). 

AbPul Mftalab Malik, Dr. 

AbPalla'Af MabmaoP, Mr. 

AbPar Rahman, Kbaa BabaPur A. F. M. 

AbPar Rahman biPPipi, Mr. 

AbPar RaicbiP MabmaaP, Mr. 

AbPar RatbaaP, Maalvi MP. 

AbPar Rauf, Khan BabaPur Maulvi b. (HawrahJ. 
AbPar Rauf, Khan BabaPur bbab (Raagyar). 
AbPui bhabaaP, Maalvi MP. 

Abal Fail, Mr. MP. 

Abal Hathim, Maalvi. 

Abal HaaaHi AhmaP, Mr. 

Abai MataP, Kaii. 

Abal Qaatam, Maalvi. 


AhmaP All MriPba, Maulvi. 

AhmaP Hatain, Mr. 

AHataPPln AhmaP, Khan BabaPur Maulvi. 
Amir All Mia, Maulvi MP. 

Anwarul Aiim, Khan BabaPur MP. 

Auiap Hawain Khan, Khan BabaPur Maalvi. 
Barma, tba Han'bla Mr. Framhari. 

Barmaa, Baba bbyama FrataP. 

Birhmyra, bir Haary, Bart. 

BItwat. Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Obakrabarty, Mr. PaOnPra Natb. 

Obakrabarty. Baba NaraaPra Narayan. 
CbiafanPaia, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark. Mr. 1. A. 

Dat, Rai bablb Anakal Chaapra. 

Dat Rai babib Kirit Bbataa. 

Dat. Mr. Maamabaa. 

Datt, Baba Dabaapra NaM. 

EmPaPal Hapaa, Kail. 

Farnat Baaa Kbaaam, Bagam. 

Fallal QaaPir, Kbaa BabaPar Maalvi. 

Failar Rabmaa, Mr. (DatcaJ. 

Failar Rahman. Mr. (Mymaatiagb). 

BlaPPiag. Mr. D., C.I.E. 

flaiam Rabbaai AbammaP, Blaaivl. 


Bamat, Mr. R. A. 
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•ttvtMl, tut HM’kIt Mr. T«lti ebaRtfra. 

•rtmm, Mr. c. 
gapla, Mr. 4 . N. 

•■lung, Mr. DtMbtr tiagli. 

NMIXMMiN CbM^harl, MmIvI. 

NimMaMin Ak«ti, KbM tihM. 

Mamiltoa. Mr. K. A. 

Huananamaa, Khaa lakift Maahri Mtf. 

Haaiaa Marabag, Mra.« M.B.I. 

Nataaially Jaaialar, Khaa lahlh Maaivl. 

Naywoai, Mr. Ragtrt. 

Mtniry, Mr. Dafli. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A.F.. O.B.E. 

Hagft, Mr. H. R. 
lapahaal, Mr. M. A. H.. M.B.K. 

JalalaMln Ahmai, tha Naa*hla Khaa Bahadur Maaivl. 
daalmaddia Ahiaad, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 

KahlruNIa Khaa. Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kuaai All Mina, tahihiada Kawaa Jah lyad. 
Kaaaady, Mr. I. B. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal Ohaadra. 

Laiik, Mr. daha. 

MaPharaaR, Mr. B. P. 

Mahiuddia Ahmad, Dr. (Bagra). 

Mafliaddia Ahmad, Khaa lahib Maulvi (Tippara). 
Maadal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maadal, Mr.jihku Baharl. 

Maadal, Mlipgat Ohaadra. 

Maadal, thaEaa’bla Mr. dagaadra Rath. 

Maaial, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maalraddia Ahhaad, Maulvi. 

Maaud All Khaa Paaai, AI-HadJ Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ali, Khaa Bahadur. 

Mahsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Margan, Mr. Q., O.I.E. 

Maslam Ali Mallah, Maulvi M. 

Maiammal Hug. Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 


Muhammad tidd^aa, Khan Bahadur Dr. tpad. 
Maharjaa, tha Naa*hla Mr. Tarahaath, M.B.E. 

Matlick, Mr. Makaada Babarp. 

Maliick, tha Nan’hia Mr. Palin Baharp. 

Masharraff HaiaaiR,tha Haa’hia Nawah,Khaa Bahidar. 
Maatagaaraal Haqaa. Mr. ipad. 

Nasarallah. Nawahtada K. 

Naximaddin, tha Haa'bla Kbwaja tir, K.C.I.E. 
RaaraddIa, Mr. k. 

Bartaa, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

tk. HM'tl. Mr. p, 

Paarali, Mr. d. A. 

Raiaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Rap, Mr. Dhaaaajap. 

•adaruddin Ahmad. Mr. 
taflruddin Ahmad, Haji. 
lahaha-Alam. Mr. gpsd. 

•alim. Mr. s. a. 

•arkar, Baku Madhusudaa. 
tarajtti Islam, Mr. 

Ihahahuddla, tha Han'hia Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

thahadali, Mr. 

liagha, Baku Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Manda. 

Smart, Mr. d. N. 

Smpth-Oskaurna, Mr. D. Q. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhraurardp, tha Han’hia Mr. H. S. 

Btavansan, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamiiuddin Khan, tha Han'hia Mr. 

Thurman, Mr. c. M. 

Walkar, Mr. d. R. 

Waikar, Mr. W. A. M., O.B.E. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardsworth, Mr. W. 0., O.I.E. 

Yusuf Ali Chaudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad, Chaudhurp, Maulvi. 

Ziiiur Rahman lhah Chaudhurp, Mauivi. 


rile Ayes (>2 and I he Xoes J29, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under tlie liead ‘T)0— Extraordinary Char^^es 
in India” he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rnmizuddin Alimed that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head ”00— Extraordinary Charged 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then jmt and lost. 

The motion of Mr. TTpendra Nath Barman that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “GO— Extraordinary Charges 
in India” he reduced by Rs. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy. of Cossimbazar that the 
demand of Rs, 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head ”63— Extraordi- 
nary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar that the 
demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head ”63— Extraordi- 
nary Charges in India”, be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendru Nath Chaudhiiri that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the liead ‘63— Extraordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Muqbul Hosain that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head ”63— Extraordinary Charges in India”' he 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demaud of Hii. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head — Extraordinary (^har^jevS in India” he 

reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head ”08— Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand ot Us. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head ‘‘(>3— Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand ot Us. 8.50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Alhadj Gyasuddin Ahmed Chaudhiiry that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India*’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen that the demand of 
Ra. 8,i)0,o7,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charge/i 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi AValiur Rahman that the demand of Us. 8,50,57.000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary (Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then i)ut and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57.000 
for expenditure under the lunid “03 — Extraordinary (Oiurges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The nu)tion ot Dr. .Valniak.siia Saiiyal that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57.000 
for e\])enditure under the head “(i3 - ExtraordiTiary Charge's in India” be 
]’educ(‘d b\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. AtuI ('handra Sen that the demand of Its. 8.50,57,000 
for exj)enditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced b\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion ot Mr. Nishitha Nath Kumlu that the demaml of 

Rs. 8,50,57,000 for exjienditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced In Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 

Rs. 8,50,57,000 for exjienditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. R. Mukherjee that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 wa.s then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of R.s. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lo.st. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges 
in Ind ia” b^ reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for 
expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Es. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Ks. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum 
of Es. 8,50,57,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. ) 

(After adjournme7it.) 

85A— Capital outlay on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Re. 1 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “85A — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with war, 1939”. 

J hope the House will have no obje^ction to grunting one rupee. 

* Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 1 under the head “85A — ('apital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with war, 1939” \w reduced by anna one, 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the policy of the Govern- 
ment in embarking on schemes involving heavy financial commitments and 
giving effect to the same without taking the House into confidence before- 
hand thereby throwing additional burden on the Provincial Exchequer 
which is a legitimate burden on the revenu<‘s of the (joverinnent of India. 

This new head has been opened in the current year for the exhibition 
of large scale trading transaction^ undertaken by Government in order to 
ini])vove the food situation in the province. 

The total outlay involved in these tranNactions is ot the order of Rs. 76 
crores in the current year and of Rs. 81 crores in the coming year. 

The estimated loss due to sale ot footlstuif to the public and to Govern- 
ment servants at coucession rates in the current year has been placed at 
Rs. 31, crores and in the coming \ear at Rs. 5 (‘rores. 

It is not possible at this stage to (‘stimate the losses attributable to such 
factors as shortage, damaged or unsalable stock, etc. 

The book value of the stock likely to remain in hand at the close of 
the year is estimated at Rs. 29} crores and a carry forward of Rs. 12 crores 
of fo(Mlgrains other than wheat and Rs. 5t) lakhs of salt. 

The huge capital required has been obtained from three sources, viz,, 
loans from the Central Government, cash credit advances from the Imperial 
Bank (»f India and Treasury Bills. Hencetorth the bulk of these purchases 
will be financed directly out of the cash credit advances taken from the 
Imperial Bank of India, Calcutta. The interest on these loans will have 
to be met from the Provincial revenues. 

Sir, between June and October this Government received loans and 
advances totalling 12 crores from the Centre. But afterwards the Govern- 
ment of India indicated that they desired the Provincial Government to 
make their own arrangements to raise funds in the open market or through 
normal trade channels. In compliance wdth the wishes of the Central 
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Government this Government made arrangements with the Imperial Bank 
of India for the opening of cash credit account for financing the various 
trading operations under this head. 

In November last the Government of Bengal addressed the Government 
of India and asked for a subvention, but no reply has so far been received. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister says, “In seeking financial assistance from 
the Centre in our present difficulties I do not consider it is charity for which 
we are asking”. In utter despair he exclaims that he has come to believe 
in the motto “Heaven helps those that help themselves”. But he does not 
stop there; he assures the House that he hopes to raise 10 crores more 
revenue than was raised in the two preceding years by fresh taxation. 

In his speech in September last w'hile presenting the budget estimates 
he said, “We in Bengal have sought the assistance of the Government of 
India; we have, at great sacrifice, offered them co-operation. I sincerely 
hope that assistance will be rendered unto us in the spirit of the proverb: 
^He giveth twice who givetli soon’.” If this war continues for some years 
more, this Government will have to go on borrowing year after year huge 
sums of money to carry on these trading transactions undertaken for the 
purpose of improving the food situation and, Sir, imagine for a moment 
the condition of the finances of this province after tlie termination of the 
war. When the question of ])ost-war jeconst ruction will arise, the condition 
of the provincial finance will not permit to \indertake an\ scheme of 
recon»:haietion. The nation-luiilding activities have now been suspended 
(at thih stage the immiber reached the time-limit but was allowed to finish 
the sentence) on account of war and they will have to he susj)ende(l after 
the war on account of want of funds, and the revenue receipts will naturally 
come down to the pre-war levels and the w'ar debts will be a permanent 
encumbrance on the revenues of the province. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Re. 1 
for exj)en(liture under the head “8oA — (’ai)ital ()utla.> on provincial scljemes 
connected with war, 19*19” be reduced by anna one. 1 move this in order 
to raise a discussion alsmt the failure of Goverimuuii to a(U'ouui for 
purchase of rice and wheat at lower price from outside Bengal and sale of 
the same at gieat profits in Bengal. 

tot 
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tfshonost 7^, Him CiN't ^ ^51% ^StTCsi 

^5f5tR'.tC-F 'stC'-t'TrC't ^OS 'ar*W?‘t 5^51 tfsfR I 

sft;5Tm »rf^:w5 m 5TI I ^«3tR 

^IC'T ’TiPFt^ “t^TTat'QTC^ ®PF dI 5^ 4t"«il^ 

C«rt^ 4tVJt3tC4 rtfR 4^ ?ft‘^ I ?tWl4 TtBTRf C«Tt^C4f ^f?Wl'41 

« '44TRI '544#4t?|ft r^rs ’4414T »Ityf 4^04 C4C^ C44l f^tcac^ I 1^54(5) 

fif^rtC!^ JtR=Tt!TRiI '4oTR '8 C45t4t|R ’PRg 447 lif 44^ 

TfR flTli ''M 4(7; I Rf? C4fifR '.t«‘f'!TI<^ 5^0$ '5t4 4^ ?^5lC5 I 

PFStli 4441? IC^TER 1/'f^'3 ’4^1^ 4f>i7447 CtfiTCl? 47441 C<Fjft4 444(4 '^'(T!?^ 
4C4%44 J\V^ 4t(5rt4 4f34«tC4 '5(41 Wl4(4 4?4rfl4 I 

if^lol gniel kitchen^ 4'-t''5m 4tS4(4 C4 47441 4C4%44, 

W'8 4(T’'l''4r4('5l7 4C4 I ClKCI 2IT7ifBR 5.00 C4Ti:4^ 4t 371(4 47441 441, C44tC4 
4475 47441 441 rCTf54 %ft 4C44 I 41:4 >fl^ C4 4(f4 44 C4l4 

'«r4(5t!R C4»(TC='f2 tft‘t'*T(''( 4f44 I 44 5747 4T:4(4 ^fsilsl ^44(31 »(4T I 

4pr4[4 444 47f<?'-(‘( >144 [% 4(]H »(lf«T‘;(i:4‘'& ?t’C5 4(44 4f^l 

<4i'til 444(4 ■14778 44C5T? 4(:4(4 4ra4o(t4 ?fl4 W47 4(f( 4f44li:f4 I 434(4 
4S4C44 K'l'IICTO ^47 C44i1'5(r4 4f% K^C5C5 lil?: 4((5f(4 4(^5 4431:4 5 ((b 7»(47 
C!r4C‘(4 C4 44K71 4(75 5(4tr5' 4(441 4(141 4f4a5f^ C4 4(14(4 4(4(4 1(5 4'7’Tr44 
l7T4lf%471 lf?t4 I 

4? 444(4 5^5 'a((5(4 4(lo(f44 47411 -4(f‘(CW74 ifs f441(?41 

4(41 ‘|•44(4 i|='l '5(4 441 5(? ifjPTol I 4rs#ff%4 If4f%f5 4? 14^«l4' 

f4C*(4 4fC4 4(K4 W '5(45il^4!:'5 tri:4»( 4C4C^ 5l4 'SRK4(4C‘(4 44(?('5(44, 
rjt'4''l4 >3 4C4(''(I 4fsi'5(4 4(41 ^4;-?pn;g(4 C4l4? ir(4'51 5T4 41 I 4(14(4 ‘I5l''4 
4f4 I^H-CfCPSl KVITlf 355 44r5 5(4 441 W4K4(4rl4 lynKT-fol 5(4 '5(51:4 44f5- 
(4471 114 '94 5(^(d?4 4t 4fil151 ClsTW fifCI 1'5f'>t4t?l 4fsi51 ■stk44 '5174(1 
4(4 4 IH I 5(5r4? 4(14(4 4(5(f44f ^ (471 f-fC? '4(174 I 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 beg to move 
thut Ihe deinaiid under the head “85A — C'apiial outlay on provincial scheme& 
oonnectcd with war, 1989” he reduced hy one anna, to raise a discussion 
•bout the policy and the method of the (joveminent in tliis connection. 

Sir, without going into the details of the Government policy it will 
be enough if I say that Government policy in this regard is to suppress 
the normal trade channel and to substitute it hy Government purchase 
departments hy appointing agents and suh-agents, to jnevent anti-hoarding 
by private persons and to despatch and carry food articles from surplus to 
deficit areas and to introduce rationing in places where it was necessary. 
Sir, if we have to suppress the normal trade channel we have to make 
elaborate arrangements for transport, for storage of article and for equitable 
distribution. Whether Government succeeded in these matters will be only 
known by the result that Government achieved in the last year and this 
year. 

‘ Sir, I was last evening telling before the House that even one month 
l^c]^ the Dinajpur town alone 2 lakhs of maunds of rice and paddy were 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


4SS 


1944.] 

in store at the Government granary. You know, Sir, when people in Dacca, 
Noakhali and C’hittagong were starving we had in Government stores 2 
lakhs of mauiids of paddy and rice in Dinajpiir. There were no arrange- 
ments for despatching this huge quantity of rice and paddy which was 
lying there unutilised. Now, Sir, I was telling this House that though 
it was the intention of the (government to prevent hoarding by private 
•persons what practically happened is this. There were huge stores of rice 
and paddy in different granaries of jirivatc ]>ersons. These were there 
under re^iuisition from Government. What hu])pened to th()s<' rice and 
paddy? They were rotting there in the granaries. No arrangement was 
made by Government to carry them to areas which ‘were deficit. Tp till 
now, Sir, they are rotting in the different granaries of pri\a(e persons. So 
who were the hoarders? Government were undoubtedly the hoanlers. 
They tried to prevent hoarding but did in turn board themselves. These 
hoarded rice and paddy were not available for Dinajpur people nor were 
they available to people who were starving in different areas. 

Now, Sir. as regards rationing I will give only one instance. We have 
heard about rationing in (’hittagong. That is an area which recjuires 
rationing most. We learn that only 15 per cent, of the population are 
getting the benefit of rationing. 

Then, Sir, we all know that ])rivate traders who curry business have 
the initiative to transport things from one place to another for tlieir profit. 
There is no such initiative for the (lovernment officers. So there must be 
some arrangement made which will really substitute the huge arrangement 
which is attached to private trade channels. That has not been done. 

Sir, I received a telegram yesternight from Thakurgaon from a prominent 
office-bearer of the I^eague and Secretary of the local Central Co-operative 
Bank. The telegram runs thus: 

“Salt allowed sell eight annas per seer. No supj)Iy kerosene two 
months. Pra> immediate instruction. Fazlul Karirn.” 

Sir, for two months if there he no kero.seiie you will easilj^ i?nagirie the 
difficulties of the people living in the mufassal. Salt is also sold at 8 annns 
per seer. Sir, thi.s is a telegram ccmiing from Thakurgaon subdivision 
which is lying on the border of Bihar. Everybody knows that in Bihar 
Bait is selling at 11 pice per seer. If salt is available in Bihar at 11 j)ice 
why salt is sold in Dinajpur in Bengal at 8 annas per seer? The only reason 
is that Government have not been able to make proper arraiigemenls. 
Mismanagement and bungling of the Government are responsible for these 
difficulties. 

As regards the (’ivil Supplies office.*! in di.Mtricts, the history is the same 
everywhere. There petitions for licences or permits for sale of kero.seije, 
atta and sugar are always missing from the office only because the petitioners 
will not get any orders on their petitions paH.sed if they will not give some- 
thing to the officers. The plea of the officers will therefore be to tell them 
that their petitions are missing. I have seen personally that when petitions 
are filed to the District Civil Supplies offices, either they are missing or 
they are delayed in disposal. Sometimes delay has been for 8 months. 1 
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know of cases where persons who were black-marketing and convicted under 
the Defence of India Rules, were allowed to continue but persons 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

DFi NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 1 for expenditure under the head “85 A — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 1^9’^ be reduced by one anna, to raise 
a discussion about the wastefulness involved in the large scale trading 
transactions and the necessity for setting up a machinery to scrutinise the 
operations closely at every stage with a view to minimise loss. 

I also move that the demand of Re. 1 for expenditure under the head 
“85A — Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the war, 
1939” be reduced by one anna in order to raise a discussion about the Salt 
Purchase Scheme, 

Sir, at this late hour of evening I shall not detain the House for a long 
time with a long speech on these two issues. We had already on previous 
occasions explained how we feel that Government ought to have set up a 
proper and suitable machinery to check and examine the purchases at the 
earlier stages before the Government advanced large sums on their account. 
It is not my case, Sir, that Government have made any mistake in the 
policy of purchase from outside the province, nor is it my case that I would 
leave tliings uncontrolled to trade, but. Sir, I would submit that when 
such lar^e scale tiading is to be taken up by Government, Government 
should have dej)ended more on trade methods tlian on ihe bureaucratic 
methods of Writers Iluildings officialdom. Sir, what the Government ought 
to have done in my liumble opinion is to set u]) a sort of board like the 
Port Trust or some statutory committee to which could be entrusted the 
entire task of ])urchasc and the Government could give them a definite 
direction as to the margin of profit that tht‘y could make on certain transac- 
tions with a view to setting oil that profit against probable los.ses. The 
ultimate outcome of that transaction might have been left to the Govern- 
ment 1) bear. What we all know is that there \uis a stage when the 
Government could have purchased large quantities of foodgrains from with- 
in the province and also from outside the province at comparatively cheaper 
prices, and they did purchase at ])rices varying from Rs. 9 to Rs. 11 for 
rice at one stage from Orissa, Sainhalpur and the Central Provinces. But 
the profit that Government could have made ou such purchases could not 
be properly utilised for two reasons. The first reason was that there w^as 
a kind of suspicion on the part of other provinces that Bengal was making 
large profits out of cheap grains sui)plied hy them and this was at the cost 
of the cultivator of that province. The second clamour was from Bengal 
itself that Government was making large profits from trading transactions 
when many com}daiued that the Government of Bengal had purchased wheat 
from the Punjab at low prices and sold it at very high prices. I submit, 
Sir, that in the nature of things this kind of difference of margin between 
the purchase price and the sale price is bound to happen. Government 
ought to have clarified the position earlier and could have a sufficient adjust- 
ment of profit and loss to minimise the loss on Government account by 
grading the qualities and selling the better quality stuffs at much higher 
pirioes than what they are doing at present and selling comparatively bad 
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quality stuffs at clieaper prices to enable' the poor people to them at 
prices within their reach. Instead of that, the Government in their wisdom 
decided to have a flat price and as my friend Mr. Jalan has pointed out 
sometimes rice which was normally, before the crisis, selling in Calcutta 
at prices varying from Its. IG to Rs. 20 per maund is now available at Rs. 16 
a maund from ration shops and rice which was formerly available from 
Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 a maund only is also being jiaid for at a rate of six annas 
a seer or Rs. 15 per maund. 

Now, Sir, this is an anomaly which Government could have avoided by 
a little imagination and even now the Government would be well advised 
to exercise that imagination. 

Sir, as has been stated in the Red Book on page 81, the loss that Govern- 
ment calculated on one account only, namely, the deliberate depreciation 
of value of Government stock and the po.ssible loss on the subsidized sales 
to Government servants and to others comes to about Ks. 5 crores in the 
budget for 1944-45. I presume, Sir, that there would be also further 
amounts added to it, because I found only today a proposed scheme of relief 
and rehabilitation for 1944-45 where the total expenses estimated at the 
present moment go up beyond Rs. 9^ crores. A portion of that also would 
be for work houses and the like where jmobably some amount of loss on 
account of foodgrains would also appear. Sir, this hiss is exclusive of the 
loss that may arise as a result of shortage, damages and nnssileahle stocks. 
The total loss a])prchen(lc(l tlius is something colossal, and I snhmit, Sir, 
that ^^hen such huge losses are involved there is every j)ossihility of certain 
persons trying to get an opportunity for abu.se and there is a case made 
out for a very earetul scrutiny Indiig made of every transaction. 

The other point that I wanted to draw attention t/) was the salt jnircdiaso. 
I have no (juarrel with Government regarding their anticipation of shortage 
of salt in the provinee and their attempt to keep a stock ft)r futun* use, hut 
what I feel is that Government does not really meet the situation hy merely 
taking away from the Calcutta market a eertain stock to he held over for 
future distribution. If Government could really imj)ort some additional 
stock from sources of supply other than its own this problem could have 
been solved and not merely h\ keeping back from the (’aleutta market 
certain stock which would be available in the usual course as (‘crtain imfrorfs 
come. The trouble is that the whole of Bengal has been left to he supplied 
only by the sea route. Formerly, ns normal trade agents know, a lot of 
salt was ci)ming to Bengal hy the metre gauge railway lin(‘ to North Bengal 
in particular and a large quantity was also coming to stations like Sahib- 
ganj to be transported by water to districts like Kajshahi, Raima, also 
Dacca and further down. Many merchants have complained that although 
they can even now arrange to obtain supply from the land route over the 
railway to stations like Sahibganj and transport the salt as they did form(‘rly 
when they were getting permits from the Bihar Government to districts 
like Rajshahi, Malda and Palma, that permission is not being granted now. 
The whole idea of supplying salt from Ca-Icutta is wnuig, and the Iqnd route 
also should be opened. I hope the Government will take due note of this. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand ol Re. 1 for expenditure under the head “85 A — ^Capital outlay ovl 
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Provincial Schemes connected with the war, 1939’ \ be reduced by one 
Anna. Mr. Speaker, I have managed to secure five minutes of the valuable 
time of the House again, and the allotment of my time is quite on a par 
with the method of presentation of this demand. 

The demand is for Re. 1, the cut is for one anna. So, let the demand 
be passed and let the Hon’ble Minister be satisfied with the balance, namely, 
15 annas. 

Sir, the position is peculiar. We are here dealing with crores of rupees. 
In fact, Mr. Speaker, if you care to analyse page 81 of the Red Book and 
also analyse the speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister you will observe 
that on account of the grain purchase scheme of the Government of Bengal 
there has been a loss to the province to the extent of Rs. 10,85,00,000 on 
account of sale alone. There is not a word said about shortage, damage 
and unsaleable stocks. I can visualise the impossibility of stating short- 
age, damage and unsaleable stocks for the coming year, but surely figures 
are available and should have been made available to the House about the 
amount of wastage or loss on shortage, damage and unsaleable stocks during 
the year that is going by. 

Mr. Speaker, my comprehension of the budget is limited, but as I under- 
stand the budget it is an account of profit and loss. Sir, where are the 
amounts on account of profits which the Government of Bengal secured for 
themselves!^ I put the question to the Hon’ble Minister. That is because 
two Provincial Governments, namely, the Government of the Punjab and 
the Government of Sind categorically staled in ])ublic that such ])rofits had 
been made by somebody or somebodies. Sir, the Government ot Jndia took 
the trouble of issuing a communique on the point and yet after ransacking 
the whole of the Red Book and the Blue Book it is a bulky volume, I did 
not come across the amount which the Government of Bengal or somebody 
on behalf of the Government of Bengal got as profit on account of these 
transactions. 

Mr. Speaker, my honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy is very happy about 
the telegram which the Government of India has .sent to the Government 
of Bengal about increased quota for sugar and mustard seed and mustard 
oil. Sir, the contents of the telegram have not been disclosed to us. May 
1 know if the contentions rai.sed by Mr. M. P. Gandhi, the Editor of the 
* ‘Indian Sugar Industry Annual” have met with the support of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Sir, Mr, Gandhi is reported to have stated on the 17th 
March that the sugar rationed in Bombay is 3 lbs. per capita per^ month as 
against 2 lbs. in Calcutta, Will the increased quota come to the people 
of Bengal, the same rationing facilities in the mutter of sugar as has been 
conceded by tlie Government of Bombay.^ I should like an answer from 
the Hon’ble Minister — a categorical answer, not a vague answer which satis- 
fies his own conscience on this particular question. 

Mr. Speaker, the question of salt has been raised in m3' cut motion. 
The Government is prepared to pay a subvention of Rs. 56 lakhs to another 
province. I wish that province good luck. But what about schemes for 
the purpose of manufacture of salt as an industry in this province? With- 
out iipporting politics into it, it is quite possible to raise salt from this 
province. I have not come across any scheme in this budget whereby the 
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desired object could be achieved. There is a provision, but it is a very 
small provision. 

There is one point on which I am probably for the first time in agree- 
ment with the Hon'ble Minister in charge and that is where he states that 
the expenditure which this province has been incurring is not merely of 
provincial concern. It is because Bengal is in the theatre of war that a 
large amount of money has to be spent and I shall only condemn the 
Goveniment for failure to secure adequate subsidy from the Government 
of India. 

In my last speech I referred to the fact that notwithstanding the fact 
that the Government of Bengal had aske<l for Us. 9 crores from the Govern- 
ment of India, the Government of India was prepared to concetle to it only 
Us. 3 (Tores and not only that, the Government of India oonctnled this 
grant at an enhanced rate of interest. The rate of interest varied last year 
between Us. 1-2 and Us. 1-4 per cent, and now it has gone up to 2 per cent, 
I put a question to the Hon’ble Finance Minister as to why this sharp rise 
in the rate of interest. I am not overlooking the fact that certain grants 
were interest free. May I expect the Hon'ble Minister to give me the 
details alK>ut this sharp rise in the rate of interest which will cost this 
province (piite a considerable sum of money 

There is just one word — my time is running short — and that is about 
tlu* distribution scheme of the Govaumment of Bengal. The less said with- 
in the tune allotted to me about thi.s matter the better and connected with 
the distribution scheme which is more or less a failure, I should like to 
draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to the fact that rice has dis- 
appeared from the market. It is not a political stunt. It is a fact; it is 
a reality which fact and which reality wdll strike hard against the optimistic 
nature of the Hon’ble Minister. Last year we were regaled with his 
i/ikUipoosh speeclj. This year we shall probably have an arm chair speech 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of ('ivil Supplies. 

Sir, the sands of my time have run out. I commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The Hoii’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I shall be very brief in 
my reply. I shall take this opportunity to remove the cobwebs which are 
still clouding the issues. In the first place I need not refer again to the 
responsibility of the Government of India. We have not had, a.s I have 
stated before, such a deal us we are entitled to, Imt we shall continue to 
protest and the fact that we are involved in these difficulties is not going 
to slow" down the work of recon struc'tion which we are determined to , 
undertake. What will happen subsequently we shall see, but we shall not 
allow the province of Bengal to suffer merely because the Government of 
India chooses to be niggardly at this stage. 

specific reason everybody knows. Today I can tell yon that whilst such 
of Bengal has made. 1 am sorry that this cry is raised in this House. It 
is bad enough that it is raised outside. That it is raised outside for a 
specific reason everybody ^ knows. Today I can tell you that whilst such 
a furore was raised throughout India on" the alleged profits which th# 
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Government of Bengal was making on the wheat transactions, nothing has 
been said — the whole of India is quiet; the Government of India is quiet, 
and the nationalist papers of the other provinces are quiet about the profits 
which the other provinces are making at the expense of Bengal. There they 
have a people that are used to supporting their Gov€?rnment. Their Govern- 
ments are making profits at the expense of Bengal. They are supported 
by their people. I pointed out over and over again that the alleged profits 
on wheat transactions were due to certain misunderstanding. The Govern- 
ment of India had promised to send us large quantities of wheat on the 
basis of which we had made arrangements for transport, for storage, for 
retransport and for handling. That amount of wheat was not sent to Bengal. 
Even the godowns of the mills remained empty. For that reason these 
expenses were not in(!urred and we made a profit. We immediately pointed 
out that we proposed to reduce this profit by selling wheat at a lower price. 
There are various views regarding this. I am not certain whether we were 
justified even in reducing the price of wheat merely because we were making 
some profits on wheat transactions. As a matter of fact there is another 
view that all the foodgrains should be taken as a whole and not separately, 
like wheat transactions and rice transactions. If we take the transactions 
as a wlude then considering the amount of losses that we were making on 
the rice transactions, there is no (luestion that we would have been justified 
in making some profit on wheat, but inasmuch as the Government of the 
Punjab and even the members opposite tried to make political capital out 
of this at the expense of provincial finance, we agreed to lower the price 
of wheat to treat the wheat transactions sejiarately. As a matter of fact 
we are now thinking of lowering the price of wheat and wheat products 
fitill further. As I pointed out some time ago we have been receiving 
Australian wheat at a cheaper price. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : You will have some profit all the same. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We shall go on decreasing 
the price until we undergo a loss. Honourable memhers liave always been 
repeating the statement that while foodgrains were waiting in Dinajpur, in 
Jessore or in Burdwan persons were dying of starvation in Faridpur and 
Dacca. The statement is not correct. At the time when w’e accumulated 
rice in Dinajpur or on the Jessore platforms or in Burdwan, tliere was rice 
in the markets in Faridpur and Dacca. Honourable members know* — at 
any rate if they do not know^ they ought to know^ — that in Faridpur and 
Dacca the crop this year wuis cut earlier than in any other place. From 
the 7th of November the new^ rice began to appear in the markets. There- 
fore there was no necessity whatsoever for removing the foodgrains from 
where we had stortnl. The reason why w'e kept the stock at Jessore was 
that we began to receive reports from Jesvsore that rice was disappearing 
from the Jessore markets. We told the dealers “( ome along, we have 
the rice and you put it on the market”. As I jiointed out sometime ago 
tre offered the paddy to traders at Rs, t>-4. (Dr, N\i.inaksha S.anyal : It 
is not a fact.) Ultimately it was sold at Rs. 7-4. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
You offered it when it began to rot.) No, I know what I am talking about, 

Anoiher point that has been raised by honourable members is that after 
we requisitioned the rice we allowed that rice to rot in the godowns of 
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persons from whom we had requisitioned it the food drive, and that 

we did not distribute it. There is no substance in this as well. If you look 
at the order you will find that the freezing order was vacated automatically 
after the lapse of a month, and hence the stock could be removed and 
disposed of, and there was nothing left to rot. Very soon there was no 
stock in any one’s hands. At that time also there were difficulties regard- 
ing transport and the Transport Department was just taking shape. We were 
trying to remove rice from those inaccessible places to more accessible places 
and consequently some rice remained in the inaccessible parts which could 
not be moved. 

Now, Sir, a point has been raised regarding the opening up of a land 
route for salt. I entirely sympathise with it. I think that our 

salt condition has deteriorated to such an extent that it is the 

duty of the Government of India at once to open up the land route and 
send salt as much as possible and from wdiatever sources possible. This 
point has been already taken up with the Government of India by the 
Government of Bengal and the Government of India has promised to send 

our ordinary quota. But I am not satisfied witli that. I think the Govern- 

ment of Bengal has a claim for a much larger quota than what has been 
promised and we ouglit to get it from wheresoever we can. 1 can tell the 

House that we have taken up this matter very seriously with the Govern- 

ment of India and ver}' shortly I hope that important officials of tht! Govern- 
ment of India will be coining down here to discuss the inatttT with us or 
if the House gives me an opportunity I shall go and discuss the matter 
with them at Delhi (Laughter). 

Sir, Mr. Banerjee has asked whether there will be an increase in the sugar 
ration. I sincerely hope so. I hope we shall he able to increase it to the 

Bombay standard. But previous to that I hope we shall he ahh* to put 

pi/r on the market, and allot half a seer of f/wr ])er person as a supplement 
to the sugar quota. And that will be ])ut on the market along with salt, 
so that everybody will have sometliing. The price of gur here is very high, 
and we have arranged to bring it at a faiily cheap rate from Bihar and the 
United Provinces, particularly from the United Provinces. The Bihar 
arrangements liave not yet taken shape l)ut the United Provinces gur has 
begun to arrive, and we propose putting it on the market at a price which 
will he in parity with the purcliase price. 

I think, Sir, I have made the position clear, and I hope the House will 
be pleased to pass my very modest demand of He. 1. (Laughter), 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of lie. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “8oA — Cajiital outlay on provincial scheme# 
connected with war, 1989”, be reduced by anna (»ne, was tlien put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demand of He. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “8oA — Capital outlay on provincial scheme# 
connected w'ith war, 1989,” be reduced by anna one, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that the demand of Re. 1 for 
expenditure under the head ‘‘8dA — Capital outlay on provincial scheme# 
connected with war, 1939,” be reduced by anna one, w^as then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Be. 1 for 
expenditure under the head '‘85A — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
txjnneoted with the war, 1939,” be reduced by anna one, w’as then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Be. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “8oA— 4'apital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with the war, 1939,” be reduced by anna one, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the demand of Re. 1 
for expenditure under the head “8oA — (apital outla}' on provincial schemes 
connected with the w'ar, 1939,” be reduced by anna one, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of tlie Hon^ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of Re. 1 
be granted for expenditure under the head “85 A — (^apital outlay on 
provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939,” was then put and 
agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at H-19 p.m. till 10 a. in. on Saturday, 
the 25th March, 1944, at the As.semhly House, Calcutta. 



1944. f * 4a: 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
25th March, 1944, at 10 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 194 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Number of sale deeds registered in Rangpur. 

M91. Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Wil] the HonMde Minister 
in charge of the Education (Kcf^istration) Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing? — 

(n) the number of sale deeds ref»“istered in the district of Rangpur in 
1948 transferring agricultural lands; and 

(h) the percentage of these sale deeds in which the consideration money 
involved was below R8.250P 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement furnishing the required particulars is 
laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 191. 

Number of sale deeds registered in the district of Rangpur in 1943 trans- 
ferring agricultural lands — 85,524. 

Percentage of sale deeds, the consideration money of which is below 
R8.250— 87. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that most of these persons transferring 
lands have become de.stitute? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise out of this question. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the lion’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what relief (jovernmeiit intend to give to those persons 

whose consideration money of the .sale deeds goes above Rs. 250? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How the question arises I have not understood. 

Alleged dearth of small coins in stations of Bengal and Assam Railway. 

M92. Maulana Md. MANIRU2ZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware of the fact that in all stations on the Bengal and Assam Railway 
passengers cannot purchase tickets with rupee coin or currency notes unless 
they are in possession of requisite amount of small coins? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afiSlrmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of drawing the attention of the railway authorities 
in the matter? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prasanna Pain); The Hallway Adni^nistration reports that it has received 
no complaints to the effect. It is prepared to take necessary action if 
specific instances are brought to its notice. 

Cultivable waete lands in Bengal. 

•1B3. Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
have made a survey of cultivable waste land in Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state — 

(?) what is the area of cultivable waste land in Bengal which could be 
brought under food crops ; and 

(it) what proportion of this area is suitable for the growth of paddy ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps Government 
have taken to ensure the growth of food crops on cultivable waste lands jn 
Bengal ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain); ( ultivable 

waste land has been surveyed along with other lands in the couise of survey 
and settlement operations. No separate suTvey has been made. 

(h) The total area of cultivable waste land in Bengal is estimated at 3T‘25 
lakhs of acres. Without a detailed survey it is not possible to say bow 
much of this land can bo brought under food crops or under paddy alone. 

(c) Government have undertaken propaganda on a large scale both in 
urban and rural areas to induce the people to grow vegetables and quick- 
grow'iug fruits on waste lands. Vegetable seeds have l>een distributed for 
the purpose. Besides, the Agricultural Develojmieut staff will see that waste 
lands let out for cultivation under waste land cultivation orders and railway 
surplus lands are all let out definitely for growing food and fodder crops. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (h), we get 
from the GoveriimpTit reports very often that this much of waste lands has 
been brought under cultivation. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if it has any basis? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

This was due to the fact that just before the Jute Begulation Act the jute 
area bad increased tremendously and the rice area had fallen proportionately 
and owing to jute regulation half of that area again reverted to paddy. So 
including that it had reached very nearly this figure, hut by deducting the 
jute area which has come back to paddy again, I find that only about 8 lakhs 
of acres have been brought under cultivation from waste lands. 

81. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if, besides giving facilities in the form of distribution 
of vegetable seeds, ete., any other inducement or facilities are offered to 
those who are ready to cultivate waste lands? 
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TIM Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

Oovernment is seriously thinking of granting subsidy to people for bringing 
waste lands under cultivation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is Government aware that in low- 
lying areas in Eastern Bengal districts paddy cannot be grown because of 
£ood and other reasons but after water subsides paddy cannot be grown 
for want of water? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

Yes, I am aware that these lands can be brought under roht croj). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us what steps Government have taken to bring those lands under 
cultivation ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO8AIN1 

In those lands Government is seriously considering to put up bunds here 
and there and to build up reservoirs of water for rahi, horo and other crops. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us tlie method or machinery by wliicli Government has 
arranged to check or verif\ tln^ progress of the scheme of bringing waste 
lands under cultivation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is for checking thi.'. particular thing that we l»ave got the department 
staft' who have been a])i)ointed just a month ago. They will he the persons 
wdio will be responsible and will actually check and i’e})ort wliat area has 
actually been brought under cultivation. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the HonHde Minister be pleased 
to tell us what is tlie percentage of these waste lands that has been brought 
under cultivation up till now? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

As 1 have said, it is onl,\*' about cS lakhs of acres. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: AV ith reference to answer (cj, will the 
Hon’ble Mini>ter be jdeased to >tate what is the estiinated amount Govern- 
ment intend to spend for this purpose? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That will depend oru the lesponse we get trom the public. If there is great 
demand, we will spend more and will cf)me up f<ir supi)lementary budget. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Arrmgement for teaching of Urdu in oolleges of Bengal. 

93. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state in how many— - 
(/) Government, 

(ii) Government-aided, and 
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(tit) unaided 

colleges in Bengal arrangements have been made for the 
teaching of Urdu as a Second Language in the I. A. and B.A. 
classes according to the New Regulations of the University of 
Calcutta ? 

(h) If no arrangement has yet been made, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps for making such 
arrangements in the Government Colleges from the current session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (i) The Lady Brabourne 
College and the Beiliune College, the former to the I.A. Standard and the 
latter to the B.A. Standard. / 

(n) and (Hi) None. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Urdu is taught i?i any other Government institution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; No, Sir. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. There has not been a suffi- 
cient demand as yet. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there are a 
number of students wdio are claiming to take up Urdu in their I.A. and 
B.A. classes, hut they cannot take up because there is no arrangement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state if 
he will in future make arrangements for tlie introduction of Urdu in the 
I.A. and B.A. classes in Government colleges? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As demand increases provi- 
sion will be made. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Urdu can he taken by the students of Classes IX and X of 
schools as a basic subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, iSir, as a second language 
Urdu can he taken. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: In view of the fact that many Bengalis and Bengali 
students canmd mix with up-country students because they do not know 
Urdu, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that Government should 
jtake steps to initiate this subject in aided and non-aided colleges? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as aided and non-aided 
colleges are concerned, Government cannot force them to introduce the 
subject, but as I have already stated, as demand grows, Government will 
imiroduce the subject in Government colleges. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

38— Medical. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUODIN AHMAD: Sir, oa 

the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 60,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — 
Medical 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mukherji, you will liave three minutes’ time. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERill: Is it humanly possible to move 
a motion in thiee minutes P 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have tried for the last few days to arrange mattera 
in consultation with the Whips, but unfortunately it so }iaj>pehed that the 
arrangement failed and to my mind it appears that the only course that I 
can |><)ssibly take is to act as I think proper, unless the Whips agree and 
see that the agreement is carried through. I ^have deidded after going 
through the motions and also calculating the time at the (lis])osal of the 
House that every mover of a cut motion A\ill have three minutes’ time and 
when a mover has got two motions almost alike, he will have five minutes* 
time for the two motions. This will be followed unless an agreement is 
reached between the Whips on the (iovernment side and on the Opposition. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, we have seen that sometimesi 
motions are not moved. We cannot now find out which motions may not 
be moved. If we can find out later that such and such motions will not be 
moved, then can we not add the time allotted for such motions to those 
motions which will be moved ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot do it beforehand. I am algo as ignorant aa 
you are as to which motions may not be moved. 

Alhadj GYASUDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
Khun Bahadur (pointing to Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman who 
was sitting on tlie Opposition bench ) is again sitting on the Opposition 
beiuh. The other day you ordered 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you resume your seat? I ordered the membera 
belonging to both sides to go to their respective seats. I said that I would 
not allow a Government member to remain on the Opposition side. 1 did 
that on that particular occasion, because that matter is still under discussion 
with the leaders. Until a final decision is reached I cannot order one way 
or the other. That is my difficulty. 

Alhadj GYASUDDIN aIiMED CHOUDHURY: Then, Sir, I can also 
go and sit on tlje other side. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERill: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as it is 
impossible to do justice to my motion in three minutes, I will not make 
any speech. I will only move. 

Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure 
under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order 
to raise a discussion about — 

(J) the indifference of the Government to the requirements of the rural 
population in Bengal; 



m BEKAm) FOB OBANm [25th 

( 2 ) inadequacy of supply of medicines and accessories in the sadar 

and subdivisional hospitals; 

( 3 ) mismanagement and inadequate supply of quinine to dispensaries 

(rural) and to general practitioners; 

( 4 ) misjudgment of putting inefficient men as Civil Surgeons in charge 

of districts ; 

{ 6 ) indifference and failure in the management and treatment of heavy 

rush of patients during the current general epidemics and famine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mukherji, as there are a large number of absentees, 
you go on. I will give you five minutes’ time. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, out of the few important 
heads “Medical” comes next to “Food Supply” and “Agriculture”. A 
man desires to live and to live a healthy life. Government’s responsibility 
is equally serious in all the heads. But it is really very miserable to men- 
tion that the so-called benign Government is equally and permanently 
indifferent to its moral responsibility. Everywhere the major proportion 
of the population of the province lives in the rural area. Besides the dis- 
trict and the subdivisional towns, the rest of every district is absolutely 
uncared for. The life and death of the rural people depend entirely on their 
own fate. The district of Birbhum has a population of 1,1(10.000. The 
total number of dispensaricKS and hospitals is only about 30. It the 

dispensaries have been situated in equal distance, one r)f them would have 
been for about 34,000 j)eople, which is a ridiculous absurdity. Most of 
the rural dispensary buildings are wretched in condition and more wretched 
are the stock of medicine, surgical instrument and other accessories. The 
medical officers serving under the district, local and union boards are very 
poorly paid and naturally they attend to their private pi’actice to meet their 
demands. As a result of this their private patients use up the more useful 
medicine stocks depriving the poor for whom the charitable dispensaries are 
really meant. During the war-famine perioil almost all the districts of the 
province were ravaged with epidemics of malaria, choleia, diarrhoea, 

dysentery and beri-beri. Rural dispensaries were out of stock of medicines 
and naturally the destitutes and poor rural people died in millions unheeded, 
untreated, uncared for and untouched. Out of all, the most important 

drug quinine became a rarity without which no malaria cases could be 

treated. When Government came for rescue with the military medical 
units and some stock of quinine, the mischief was done and it was too late. 

The epidemic diseases neither could be treated nor prevented for want 
of supply of preventible vaccines. I am a medical man and 1 have got 
personal experience t)f the whole affair. What I say is no exaggeration. 
It is a true picture of what actually happened in different districts in the 
recent epidemic. Whether in abnormal or normal times the indifference 
of the Government under the head “Medical” i> equally acute and 
condemnable. 

. The condition of sadar and subdivisional dispensaries if one thinks to 
be good will be wrong. Poverty of drugs and implements are equally 
horrible everywhere. None of such dispensaries and hospitals is up to date 
only excepting three or four big districts. Regarding the actual condition 
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of Birbhiun, I am reading out parts of a report which I received from the 
Bistrict Health Officer of Birbhum. He said *‘the number of deaths from 
beri-beri is not available because of the diagnosis of death made by the 
chowkidars; so the figure could not be recorded in the register’ \ He also 
said “we were very much handicapped for non-receipt of anti-cholera vaccine 
during the months of August to October and had to send special messenger 
who returned with a poor response. Other drugs also did not arrive at 
the dispensaries due to railway booking difficulties from Messrs. B. K. Paul. 
Supply was actually regularised from the month of November onwards but 
the difficulty of obtaining Spirit Rectificatus, tincture iodine, etc., was 
solved in the latter part of February, 1944. 

For the prevention of beri-beri mj^ Sanitary Inspectors were preaching 
avoidance of mustard oil and for treatment every dispensary w'us supplied 
with iron, quinine, acid, phosh dil, Tr. Nux Vomica, etc. The supposed 
article was found out to be mustard oil adulterated with Argamoni seeds 
(Sialkata) which had toxic effect on the nerves and myocardine.” 

Herein I am giving a comparative death report in the district of 
Birbhum as recorded by the almighty chaukidar. 

Cholera. Smallpox. Malaria. Total. 

1942 553 151 7,766 22.773 

1943 4,047 161 21,280 40,187 

Deaths from beri-beri, other diseases and starvation have not been recorded 
as the expert chaukidars did not supply them. It is a pity that such state- 
ments do come smoothly from men of sense and of authority. I must say 
that the Government should be ashamed of such wise arrangements foi 
securing the vital statistics of a province. 

Supply of quinine whicli actually arrived late to private* practitioners 
bas been very inadequate and mismanaged. Sometimes stockist was select- 
ed from the private practitioners, sometimes a druggist, sometimes the Jail 
Medical Officer and last of all the Civil Surgeon.^ Medical officers had either 
to come themselves or send agents and dance attendance at the doors of 
lifferent heads when they could secure some quinine after 36 or 48 hours. 
This is the true picture of the circumstances and efficient management of 
iffairs through which the people of the mofussil area had to struggle for 
ixistence. Should this be a standard of civilized Government.^ May 1 
aot as a representative of the people ask once for all how long the bungling 
vill go on? 

As an insult to the injury over and above the indifference, negligence, 
nefficiency of the Provincial Government and black marketing and bungling, 
the Central India Drug Control Order of 11th November, 1943, has created 
I greater havoc in the medical world. 

Annual licence fee has been levied as follows; — 

Calcutta' Mofussil. 

Rs. Rs. 

llanufacturers 600 400 

'mporters 600 400 

Wholesalers 600 400 

Retailers 120 to 60 100 to 5 aooording to income tax paid. 



448 DEMAND FOR GRANTS. [25th Mabch, 

Both as sellers and as purchasersHhe licence fee must be paid; else none 
will be permitted to maintain a dispensary. 

A list fixing the price for European drugs has been published but very 
few copies are available. It is such a big list that it will be of no avail 
to the customers. Up till now, the prices of indigenous drugs have not 
been fixed. In the list the wholesale and retail prices have been fixed 
both for mofussil and towns like Bombay and Calcutta at equal rates. 
Nobody had the prudence to question even, how a pound of any drug could 
possibly be sold at the same rate in Calcutta and in distant mofussil area. 
The basic price of imported goods has been fixed in such a way that it will 
give better profits to the importers only. If this procedure continues black 
marketing is evidently to be increased. Short weight and adulteration of 
drugs will be encouraged. The Drug Act passed in the year 1940 should 
immediately be put into operation in order to prevent adulteration of drugs. 

Lastly, I want to discuss about the selection of Civil Surgeons for the 
districts which has of late been very careless. In moat of the places the 
Civil Surgeons in the districts are so inefficient that lota of medical and 
surgical cases with complications are refused admission and advised to go 
to big hospitals for proper treatment which they cannot do for want of 
funds and thereby die without treatment. Many surgical cases such as 
strangulated hernia and appendicitis and acute abdominal cases expire for 
not getting immediate treatment. It i.s desirable that only efficient men 
should be put in charge of the districts. Questions of seniorih’ (*r service 
ratio rules must be kept aside in the medical service for the sake of life 
and death of the innocent people. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mn ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ra. 60,12,000 under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise 
a discussion about the afiairs of the Campbell Medical School of Calcutta 
and the Mitford Medical Sohool of Dacca. 

I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 under the head 
“38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the ques- 
tion of the establishment of a College of Pharmacy. 

Sir, you know the Science of Pharmacy is intimately related to the 
Science of Medicine and the practice of pharmacy is an integral part of the 
practice of medicine. In most advanced, countries both these sciences and 
practice have progressed pari passu. But in Bengal while the science and 
profession of medicine have made rapid strides in recent times, the science 
and profession of pharmacy are lagging far behind. Pharmacy has not 
been allowed to play the very important role allotted to it in all progressive 
countries, viz., checking spurious drugs trade and preventing adulteration 
of drugs besides opening a decent and respectable career for the youth of 
the country. This could be done only if necessary steps were taken to 
impart training in pharmacy on a scientific basis, but to our misfortune 
nothing has been done so far in this direction. At present what we have 
in Bengal by way of pharmacy training is the training of mere “com- 
pounders” carried on in some of the medical schools of the province in a 
most perfunctory manner. These training centres, 'as pointed out by the 
Dr^s Enquiry Committee (1929) are not well equipped and cannot possibly 
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undertake tke trainin^r of the superior grade of pharmacists, capable of 
undertaking the manufacture, handling, compounding and dispensing of 
drugs and chemicals and also performance of all kinds of analysis ami assay. 
They turn out mere assistants cnlled “compounders’^ intended to play the 
second fiddle to medical men as their mixture makers, surgical assistants, 
dressers and anaesthetists. In 1933 on the representation of the All-Bengal 
Compounders’ Association now called the Bengal Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion the State Medical Fatuity of Bengal appointed a sub-committee to revise 
the syllabus of these pharmacy training classes. The said committee drew 
up a revised syllabus and recommended its adoption to the Government, 
hut it has received a silent burial in the forgotten files of the Bengal 
Secretariat. In January, 1938, Dr. B. E. Anklesaria of Ahmedahad offered 
the Government a donation of Rs. 2 lakhs for the establishment of a College 
of Pharmacy in Bengal on certain conditions. The Government appointed 
a Committee of experts to go into the questions of the necessity and costa 
of such an institution. The Committee made a thorough examination of 
the questions, drew up a proper scheme and recommended an immediate 
^acceptance of the scheme and the offer to work out the scheme. Nawab 
Khwaja Hahibullali Bahadur of Dacca, who was Minister in charge of 
Local Self-Government and Public Health in 1941-42, made the following 
statement in his budget speech the same year with reference to the afore- 
said offer and the scheme: “There is another scheme of over-reaching 
importance — I refer to the establishment of a College of Pharmacy. A 
generous donation of approximately two lakhs of rupees has been offered 
towards the establishment of such a college. Tlie conditions for training 
dispensers are far from satisfactory and it is not only necessary that the 
training of the present day compounders should be improved but it is 
essential to institute an advanced system of training in pharmacy. The 
reorganisation of the pharmaceutical profession and development of pharmacy 
will tend to develop the vast drug resources of the country and will also 
advance industrial development’’. From the al)ove Ministerial utterance 
one might think that the scheme of a College of Pharmacy on modern lines 
would materialise before long. But the political chaos and turmoil of 
subsequent years killed this beneficent scheme among others. Let us hope 
not w’ithout any hope of resurrection. In an abnormal situation like the 
present when the province finds itself struggling in the grip of pestilence 
and death without any medical treatment worth the name for want of 
necessary medicines, what a boon a well-equipped College of Pharmacy 
might he towards the alleviation of the sufferings of the people today! I 
am inclined to think that the Government would he well advised to take up 
the scheme immediately without putting it in cold storage in the mamuli 
way for the duration of the war. 

I would conclude my observations by quoting the following few lines 
from the Report of the College of Pharmacy Committee, 1938-39. The 
Report says, “In almost all the civilised countries separate pharmacy 
colleges exist and their sphere of usefulness is sufficiently well recognised. 
We do not see any reason why Bengal, the premier province in India, and 
surely the leading province in the drug manufacturing industry should not 
have her own college of pharmacy through the generous offer of 
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Dr. Anklesaria and as an opportunity has presented itself no time should 
be wasted in giving a concrete shape to the generous proposal. All our 
eacpert witnesses representing the various shades of opinion of the pharmacy 
profession, trade and industry are emphatic in their demand /or such an 
institution. We fully subscribe to this view and we are unanimously of 
opinion that Government should approach the question of establishment of 
a College of Pharmacy in right earnest and that too immediately.” Sir, I 
liope these words, this unanimous opinion of the Committee would not go 
in vain. We hope before long the scheme of a College of Pharmacy in 
Bengal would materialise. I must also say in this connection that besides 
a College of Pharmacy on modern western lines a College of Pharmacy for 
indigenous drugs should be started as soon as possible. 

Before I conclude. Sir, I wish to mention the state of affairs in the 
Campbell Medical School in Calcutta and the Mitford Medical School at 
Dacca. The recent students discontent in the Campbell Medical School has 
proved beyond any doubt that there is something wrong in the State of 
Denmark. It is not merely for the fun of it that the students have gone 
on strike from year to year. I am inclined io believe that at least in one 
respect the students have a genuine grievance, namely, the quality of 
teaching imparted has been affected by too many and too frequent transfers 
in this school. In Dacca there is hardly one good teacher worth the name 
who can be relied upon for imparting true medical education to students. 
I would request the Government to see to it that education in these two 
institutions is not altogether disturbed by too frequent transfers though 
it may be called upon by the exigencies of the situation. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg in 
move that the demand of Ks. (I0,12,00() for ex|)enditure under the liead 
“38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, motion move I 

vbo,:)^,ooas i?t^ 

*TC^ C^i 

^ 

Tfimj ? aRT 

3Tf^ 

^ I requisition 

^ supply ^p{ I 

cwm 

I oBT^rt^ 

S. D. 0. 'srf^lC4 Tf^- 

S'TT’S* ^Tf^PTT 0^^] I ^ firc»fV C5h (TT ; fVl 
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Tirw ^ ym^trafcsf >115^ 

OTwi 55 I ^ ?tro ^ •n? ’m <5 !ff%!:n ^W&i f^^i 

'ailnict^ cfc*t? '4lt< C'ti<‘C‘f5 tfT'l ^f%c^ I fro 

>3? ^><1 piSt'fs ‘flf oo\ ^(*1 1 ct 

jpra 5ffhi ^ cn nris ^-fi sr^i 1 tsf?! ‘sfft’fwir 

^<fl ra ^ I 3 ftroi 'STtft •5f3‘t''nT«&a supply office ^g medical 

^ 5n:»rr ’fWr^ 'sr-nstM «tw?f 'tip'f 

Ki (?i? am 'siaailBia 1 'srtf^ near nt«r 'srtoi arfsn:^ 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: vff^pT^ 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. Sir, I beg to move tjiat the demand 
of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the bead “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. Sir, I move this motion to raise a discussion about the failure 
of Government to introduce the Homeopathic system of treatment in thia 
province during the present scarcity of Allopathic medicines. 

Sir, I do not wish to inflict any speech but I want an answer as to what 
Government proposes to do in this matter. 

Rai Bahadur 1IOGE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. tiO, 12,600 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. Sir. 1 move this motion to raise a discussion about 
the want of any provi.sion for Ayurvedic and other indigenous system of 
treatment and education. 

I beg also to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 and in doing 
80 I want to raise a discussion about not providing any grant for the 
General Council and State Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine, Bengal. 

Sir, the present world war has placed us in a helpless position in many 
ways and supply of medicine is one of them. By negligence and indifference 
the indigenous system of treatment has been pushed to the background, 
specially in Bengal, while other countries are going ahead. Here the 
Government is totally apathetic. For the first time in the year 1939 the 
Ayurvedic system grot some recognition and a State Fa^’ulty of Ayurvedic 
System of Medicine was established but without any grant whatsoever to 
support it. Registrs^tion fee was introduced but as no rights and privileges 
were given to the Ayurvedic system, in spite of repeated representations, and 
demands Kavirajes are not asking for renewals of registration and the State 
Faculty therefore is in a moribund condition. ^0 amount has been set 
apart for stipend and not a farthing has been set apart for research works. 

Sir, while the scientists of the medical world are anxiously making 
researches to get as much as possible out of the ayurvedic system of medicine, 
this country which is the proud custodian of that science is lying in deep 
slumber. This is the fruit of foreign domination and slavery. It is known 
to many that tuberculosis is curable by Ayurvedic system of treatment. 
Eaviraj Jamini Bhusan Roy started a tuberculosis hospital with 50 beds 
at Patipukur but this Government never cared to enquire about it, never 
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cared to contribute a rupee even towards maintenance of this big hospital. 
Only the Corporation of Calcutta is doing all that is possible and the people 
of Bengal are grateful to the Corporation of Calcutta for its valuable support 
and sympathy. 

Sir, I have no time to go into the details and I will now place before 
the House some facts to show what other provinces are doing for Ayurvedic 
aystem of medicines, Ayurvedic education and charitable institutions. Sir, 
the Governments of other provinces are doing whatever is possible for them 
but the Government of Bengal do not spend a pie. For Ayurvedic educa- 
tional system Madras Government spends Rs. 79,000 annually; the United 
Provinces spend Rs. 1,08,000 annually; the Bihar Government spends 
Rs. 03,500; the Bombay Government spends Rs. 50,000, and Bengal 
Government spends not a farthing. 

For hospitals and dispensaries Madras Government .‘spends Rs. 08,000 
yearly, the Ujited Provinces spends Rs. 49,500 yearly, Bombay spends 
Rs. 50,000 yearly and, Sir, Bengal spends not a farthing. 

For maintenance of Ayurvedic (.'ouncil Madra.s Government pays the 
entire cost and the United Province.s pays Rs. 10,000 annually and Bengal, 
Sir, pays not a farthing. 

In addition to this Madras Government pays subsidies to its Ayur\’edic 
practitioners and Kavirajes get employment under the Government and 
they are also fully recognised and supported by other Governments. Should 
not the Bengal Government hang down its head in shame for its apathy and 
for its utter indifference and negligence? 5\’e want to know clearly 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge if he proposes to go ahead and do all 
that is needful in this matter. I know the Hon’ble Minister is sympathetic 
but lip sympathy won’t do; something tangible must be done. A day will 
eoon come when Ayurvedic system will be recognised as the beat form of 
treatment in this world and Unani system will get recognition. This ought 
to be the post-war policy. I may say that w'orld w'ill get this boon from 
free India in no distant date. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions for acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr, RADHANATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12,(K)0 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the 

Government’s lack of policy in maintaining and improving the tuberculosis 
hospitals in Bengal. 

Now, Sir, from the very motion it will be quite evident that Govern- 
ment are not practically taking as much care as they ought to have done 
so fur as these hospitals which are now in existence in Bengal are con- 
cerned. From the point of view of this disease I have seen that there is 
only one tuberculosis hospital in Calcutta — not properly in Calcutta of 
course, 5 miles away from Calcutta, that is, at Jadavpur — that is the 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, and there is another sanatorium in 
Rurseong. Considering the importance' of this disease, so far as 1 have 
been able to learn, Government are practically quite indifferent so far as 
granta, that may be given to these two institutions, are concerned. 
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What I have seen in the Jadavpnj Hospital is this. Its condition is 
very precarious. I have seen there that for cabin purposes thc^y have 
constructed cabins for patients out of bus bodies. 1 think you have 
followed what I mean. I mean the bus bodies without their propelling 
engines and the four wheels. They have taken out of the chassis, and 
cabins are being constructed out of those bus bodies. I have practically 
now forgotten the number of such cabins, but there are several cabins of 
this kind in the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital. There is considerable 
dearth of accommodation so far as providing beds to patients is concerned. 
So I would request the Hon’ble Minister concerned that he should see that 
the grievances of the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital be remedied altogether. 

From the present budget I have found that Government have provided 
for anti-tuberculosis scheme an amount of Rs. 10,000 and for Tuberculosis 
Association Rs. 17,500. Now, Sir, I request the Government through you 
to consider whether they have properly looked into this affair hy granting 
only this paltry sum considering the importance alul vastness of this tuber- 
culosis disease. 

I have gone through the report of the year 1942 about the two institutions 
— the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hos])ital and the S. B. Dey Sanatorium at 
Kurseong — and what I have been able to understand is this: that Govern- 
ment at one time, perhaps in the year 1942, had sanctioned a recurring grant 
of Rs. ;10,()09 or something like that, but I do not find that amount this 
year. Of coujse I speak subject to correction. 1 want to know from the 
Government whether Government have stopped that grant being given to 
the -ludavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, and how far Governnmnt should take 
into consideration the grievances of these two institutions — the hospital at 
Jadavpur and the sanatorium at Kurseong. At Jadavpur there are only 2d8 
beds. A large number of patients are coming for admission to these hospitals 
but due to want of accommodation the authority concerned, namely, the 
Calcutta Medical Aid and Relief Society who is now in charge of that 
tuberculosis hospital and sanatorium which are now practically full, refused 
admission to the patients into the hospital. Now, Sir, the toll of lives that 
this deadly and dangerous disease is taking is not at all an insignificant 
number. So, considering from the point of view of vastness of the subject, 
I would request the Hon’ble Minister concerned and througli you, Sir, 
all members who are supporting the Government that they should press 
the Government, so that Government may be compelled to make adequate 
provision as the subject-matter necessities. 

Now, Sir, so far as I have been able to understand from one of my 
friends, Mr. Sen, that the la.st Government raised the grant under this head 
from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 80,000 for free beds in Jaduviiur, but for the year 
1944-45 as I have already mentioned Government have sanctioned only 
Rs. 10,000 on anti-tuberculosis schemes and Rs. 17,500 for the Tuberculosis 
Association to tackle this disea-se, which is a very paltry sum. 

With these words, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Minister to accept my 
motion. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I find in the budget a 
provision for Rs. 3 lakhs for the treatment of venereal disease. A few 
clinics have been opened in the city of Calcutta and arrangements for the 
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treatment of patients have been made. Sir, this is a very necessary step, 
and 1 think that similar arrangement should be made in Bengal all oyer 
the mofussil areas. At least every sulMivision in the mofussil should get 
one clinic, and these diseases which are ruining the nation should be fought 
with all vigour. 

Sir, I ask Government to go souse steps further in order completely to 
eradicate this ruinous disease. Government must not. be satisfied with this 
tinkering step only. They must attack the problem at its very root, namely, 
the prostitution in this country which is the breeding ground of these 
diseases. It should be tabooed and banished altogether. Unles.H that is 
done 1 am very doubtful whether any satisfactory result will follow from 
this step. Sir, in this connection, Government will have to do many other 
things such as introduction of timely and early marriages, prohibition of 
marriage of diseased persons till they are radically cured, and the promo- 
tion of the health and physiique of our young generation. We find, Sir, 
that the Presidency General Hospital absorbs an amount of Rs. 21 lakhs 
in the budget, whereas hospitals in the mofussil only get Rs. 5 lakhs. I 
think that more hospitals should be opened in the mofussil areas to benefit 
the rural people. Through the opening of 700 emergency hospitals, the 
rural people are getting some benefit. Most of these hospitals have been 
attached to dispensaries. I ask Government to maintain those emergency 
hospitals for ever and by all means. It should be a permanent feature of 
the medical department to guarantee the minimum benefit to which the 
rural people are entitled. At least the 20 bedded hospitals which have 
been opened attached to the dispensaries in the mufassal should be retained 
and should be wound up after a time as proposed in scheme. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no 
intention take part in this debate but for the fact that my honourable 
friend Mr. Atul Ohadra Sen has thought it fit by his cut motion No. o to 
introduce a discussion with regard to the affairs of the ('ampl>ell Medical 
School and the Mitford School in Calcutta and Dacca respectively. 

Now, Sir, we have seen that it has been a fashion of late to ventilate 
grievances of this character on the floor of this House. I do not know for 
what purpose, but it seems to me that it has become a fashion. Sir, these 
two institutions are not ordinary schools, but they are intended to train up 
young men to take up duties of a very heavy and humanitarian character 
after they have finished their school career. I am not quite sure about the 
internal affairs of the Mitford Hospital at Dacca though I had an occasion 
to pay a visit to the hospital and school sometime ago. But I know some- 
thing about the affairs of the Campbell Medical School in the suburbs of 
this town. Years back, I had occasion to sit as a member of the committee 
for the purpose of selecting boys for admission in the school so that they might 
go through the course in this school and come out as medical men. I shall 
not go into the activities of some of the intending candidates for admission 
into this school and of schools of this type, but when they are admitted, it 
is unfortunate that they forget their natural and moral responsibility as 
students of these very respectable schools to themselves and to their 
teachers. Sir, I do not know what the grievances of the student community 
in general and the students of this particular school are, for my friend 
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Mr. Sen did not say anythinj;r about them. He only mentioned that the 
grievances of the student community should be looked into and that the 
teaching in this institution should. also be looked into. I am not quite 
sure what is meant by either of them, for we know that Government as it 
is functioning in this province today is not composed of technical medical 
men. They can only lay down a policy and direct the activities of such 
institutions, but the management and guidance of internal affairs must be 
left to the heads of those institutions. 

As regards the arrangement of internal affairs of such institutions 
Government cannot but look to the advice of theil* best expert and adviser 
on the subject, I mean the Surgeon-General with the Government of 
Bengal. With regard to these affairs, I am sure that they depend on his 
advice as to who the teachers ought to be, who should be posted to this 
school so that the teaching in such a school is properly directed. As 
regards the internal affairs, we must leave them to him, so that nothing 
goes wrong about the internal management of the school. 

Now, Sir, about the incidents which happened a few months ago, these 
are very unfortunate, namely, that when some of the students went on 
strike, the rest of the students out of sympathy for them followed suit. 
Communique after communique was issued by the Government of Bengal 
to explain the whole situation. It so happened that some of the students 
approached the Surgeon-General who was good enough to ask them to send 
two of their boys who were most familian with the affairs of the school, so 
that he could give them a hearing for the purpose of coming to a conclusion 
and take such steps as were necessary in the matter. That was not follow- 
ed, but some other step was taken. Some of the students approached the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. They were there before the office of the Chief 
Minister in a large number when a fracas took place between the students and 
the Police on duty on the first floor of the AVriters’ Buildings. If these are 
the grievances of students I .should say that the sooner such students are 
called upon to leave the in.stitutious the better for everybody concerned. 
We have also seen that as a result of the strike in the Campbell Medical 
School the students of this .school approached the students of other colleges 
as well and some of the latter did go on strike out of .sympathy. A few 
weeks ago I had an opportunity to pass the University buildings where I 
found some students posting jdacards on the walls a.sking tin* students^ of 
the University College (Post-graduate classes) to go on strike out of 
sjmipathy. Well, Sjr, if these are the grievances I should expect that 
nothing of this nature should have been mentioned on the floor of the House 
but that the matter should have been placed before the head of the institu- 
tion and the head of the department who are best judges on the subject. 
The other day we read of an incident in the newspapers where the super- 
vising officer who was in charge of conducting the Matriculation Examinal ioa 
at Gopalganj was stabbed at night by some students because he had asked 
them to leave the hall when they were found to be taking unfair means. A 
few weeks ago I came to know of another incident which took place at 
Bagerhat where some of the students belaboured the Principal of the 
College because he had the misfortune to turn out some students from the 
Test Examination Hall who were found to be taking unfair means. 1 am 



456 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[25th Mabch, 

afraid that if things like that happen in educational institutions the sooner 
they are turned out by the heads of institutions the better it will be for all 
<;oncerned. At any rate these incidents should not have been mentioned on 
the floor of the House. 

With these few words, I oppose the cut motions. 

Ofi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 rise to make a few observations on 
the Medical budget more with a view to invite the attention of the Ministry 
to certain directions in which reforms are overdue than with a view to 
criticise the abuses and corrupt methods of some of their oflScers as in other 
departments. Sir, on various previous occasions I had the honour to suggest 
that Bengal requires much greater attention to be paid to medical relief 
and expansion of medical institutions, but I have not always received a 
very sympathetic and favourable reply. I am glad to find that today in 
the wake of famine and diseases following the same Government have at 
last been alive to the urgency of expanding medical relief in the province. 
But yet, Sir, I submit that the directions in which the Government are 
moving leave very little hope for any quick and substantial expansion of 
relief that is very much wanted. 

The root of all the evils lies in the unfortunate selection of incompetent 
and often unworthy men in (he medical college and in other teaching 
institutions of this city. Sir, in the (ailcutta Medical fadlege there are two 
classes of persons who receive (jovernment favou: . One is the Europeans 
who are always the upper dogs, and the other is a certain class of communally 
selected persons. I do not want to suggest for one moment that there are 
not sufiicient competent or capable Muslims to hold important posts in the 
Medical Department. But, Sir, the manner in which the Government are 
trying to reserve technical ])osts and teaching posts merely lor members 
of a particular community leave us wondering alniut Government’s inten- 
tions, because we feel that irrespective of qualifications, irrespective of 
communal attachments such techincal posts should go to the best men 
available in the Province. 

While on this 1 am free to admit that there are a number of very good 
and capable Muslims also, I have particularly in view the Professor of 
Jurisprudence who has proved himself a remarkably good teacher. He is 
a Muslim. I have also in view the professor of Ophthalmology who is also 
a very capable person. 

On the other hand, I have to submit with all humility that the new 
officiating Professor of Clinical Medicine who has been a temporary hand 
has been given charge of this important position of Professor of Medicine 
without having any qualification worthy of the post. He has neither the 
skill nor the experience nor the delivery of a teacher. (Khan Sahib 
Hamiduddin Ahmed: He is an experienced teacher. He has two years' 
experience.) Only two years’ experience to hold the important post of 
Professor of Medicine in the Medical College of Calcutta! It is said that 
he has got two years’ experience and that too in the Campbell Medical 
School. He was merely a junior physician who has been forced up as the 
Professor of Medicine for the time being and I do not know why in the 
Calcutta Medical College 

Mr. A. M« ABDUL HAMID: This is Congress. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Congress does not stand for 
technical posts being given on communal considerations, and I am sure 
when my friends opposite would he ill they will not get themselves treated 
by this particular man of their own community. They will go to the best 
man to get their lives saved. Sir, I submit, it will be a disaster not merely 
b) Hindus but to Muslims as well not to have the best possible teaching 
arrangements in a medical institution. I understand and I have seen that 
in the Calcutta Gazette the post of Professor of Clinical Surgery is also 
advertised for Muslims only. I do not for a moment doubt the necessity 
of balancing appointments on the Communal Ratio Service Rules. I am 
prepared to concede that much but there are other ways pf doing the same. 
If for a technical post of that character by virtue of qualification when you 
select you find that a person of another community has to be chosen you 
can counterbalance the same with .some administrative post elsewhere where 
qualifications of a technical nature may not be so much necessary and where 
a person of another community will be most welcome. I submit that in 
this manner the communal ratio can be maintained and be maintained and 
yet. Sir, we can sei'ure the best men technically qualified to hold important 
jobs. 

Then, Sir, I find that there is undue favouritism shown to certain 
European Profes.sors of the Medical jirofession. I would repeat what I said 
several times in this House that you are showing favouritism to (V)lonel 
Ander.son who is (for all tlie information that I have in my ]K)ssession and 
I suppose like many members of Government this time there will be no 
attempt on the part of the Hon'ble Minister to say that my information is 
not based on adequate grounds) not regular in his attendance. He does 
not take clinics ami very often he rushes about without giving more than 
half an hour’s time to the ('alcutta Medical (’ollegi*. Even on the day 
when there was bombing in f'alcutta he was not available although it was 
his duty to be at the post when there w'as bombing. Such things are 
hapj)ening. For months together Colonel Anderson could not touch a’ 
patient because he had some kind of eczema on his hand and he had to 
put on his gloves. As he had to put on gloves he could not operate on any 
patient because he was suffering from some disease liiimself. Colonel 
Anderson had retired. I understand that there is some attempt to reinstate 
him or to give him a further new’ appointment in the post although he is 
incapable, and negligent~»he has been systematically negligent — in his 
duties at the Medical College. 

There is also another officer w*ho is the Superintendent of the Medical 
College Hospital, Colonel Murray, who.se bad name and whose rash and 
neglectful conduct in the discharge of his duties are universally admitted. 
During his regime the hospital has l)een reduced to a most abominable 
depot of incompetent persons and indisciplined lot of professors, teachers 
and hospital assistants. The students complain, the teachers complain, the 
professors complain, the doctors complain that this Colonel Murray has 
brought the whole Medical College Hospital to ruin, a doctor — I will not 
go very far — who does not know what a T.B. patient is like. The other day 
the Calcutta Chief Presidency Magistrate's office had to send an orderly to 
him for examination and he was passed by Colonel Murray as 0. K. ahd 
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recommended that he should be given an extension of service in his job. 
The man was suffering from tuberculosis of both the lungs, and Colonel 
Murray passed him as fit to carry on Government service. The Chief 
Presidency Magistrate saw the absurdity of it and said, “Never mind the 
opinion of the doctor. I cannot have you in my office.” 

Sir, such things are happening from day to day. The hospital diet is 
unsatisfactory, attendance is poor and there is no regular attendance of 
the physicians and surgeons. Further, Sir, this Superintendent peremptorily 
asks the patients who are on the way to recovery to be turned out of beds, 
saying that this is not a charitable institution — a refuge — where people can 
be kept for a long time; and the patients who are on the way to recovery 
are thrown into the streets and they suffer terribly. 

Sir, there is also another class of people who cannot maintain the high 
reputation of the Calcutta Medical College because they have to look up for 
favours from higher authorities. There is the present Resident Physician : 
he is a good man, too good to assert himself. He has to look up to Colonel 
Murray for recommendation. He cannot take in any patient into the 
hospital although he is next in office, because he thinks that orders must 
be taken from above. There are also similar other men. The whole 
atmosphere has been so demoralised that they look up to higher and still 
higher people in the discharge of (heir own duties. 

In the Campbell Medical School the position had deteriorated to such 
an extent during the lust few months that the students had to go on strike 
as a protest, and 1 am in a position to acknowledge that since then Govern- 
ment’s attention has been invited to the state of affairs there, and some 
attempt has been made to improve the teaching at that place. 

Sir, there are other grievances wdiich have still not been attended to, 
and it is atrocious that the Hon’ble Minister’s deputy made a statement 
in this House on a previous occasion which, to say the least, was far from 
the truth. Sir, I will not remain on this point any longer becau.se the 
whole world knows, the newspapers and tlie public outside know whether 
there had been any agitation in the student world and w'hat were the com- 
plaints of the students. 1 leave my statement made in this House to be 
judged by persons outside who have been directly in the know’ of all these 
difficulties. 

Sir, I would invite the attention of the Government also to the deplorable 
state of affairs that is existing and is still continuing in the mofussil 
hospitals. Various speakers before me have also placed their views in 
that connection. The state of affairs there is so hopeless that patients can- 
not get any treatment worth the name. Medicines are not available: 
doctors with very inadequate qualifications are now increasingly being 
placed in charge of important work; and although there has recently been 
a policy of inviting some local practitioners to be associated as honorary 
surgeons and physicians in the sadar hospitals in the mofu.ssil, that policy 
has not borne fruit to the extent it was expected. Mofussil hospitals, in 
particular, require very great attention. 

So far as Calcutta is concerned, there are large number of beds still 
lying unattended to. Although the Hon’ble Minister in charge some time 
ago assured us that the beds which were formerly kept reserved for 
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emergency would now be gradually released for enabling patients to get 
treated in the hospital, still there are a large nxunber of beds which have 
not yet been properly made open to the members of the community. I 
would invite attention particularly to the case of the Lungs Department 
of the Medical College. The Lungs Department has got two sections: the 
indoor is practically closed, and the outdoor also does not attend to patients. 
The students of the Medical College who are to be trained in diseases like 
tuberculosis, do not get any opportunity to see tubercular patients either 
outdoor or indoor. I do not know how they will be in a position to treat 
such fell diseases when they come out of the hospital. When I asked an 
eminent doctor “what is the state of affairs there now and how the students 
utilise the time allotted for them to be trained in these two branches)^'’ he 
said, “it is practically a TIari Ghosh’s Goyal*. They go, have tea, and 
smoke, and then come away.” 

Sir, this is what is happening in the Calcutta Medical College. I would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to look into these grievances more carefully. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sorry I have not got enough time to reply to all the 
cut motions that have been moved, and w’ithin the short space of time 
allotted to me it will not he jmssible for me to do full justice to the debate 
on the Medical budget. Sir, I will only confine myself to the 8})ecific points 
that liave been raised in connection with the cut motions and to the questions 
of interest which reciuire attenti(»n. I am grateful to honourable members 
who have shown their vsympathy for the activities of the Medical Department. 
Most ol the motions that liave been moved are in sympathy with the depart- 
ment and the debate is consjiicuous by tbe absence of any bitter criticism of 
the dejiartment. This is a dejiartment which can really claim to he free 
from parly s])irit. 1 understand that it is tlic de.sire of all s<‘ctions of the 
Ilou'ie that medii'al relief in Jieiigal should he improved to such an extent 
that it may bring relief to the (>0 millions of jieojde of Bengal. Sir, Govern- 
ment has been aware and has been fully aware of the position revealed by 
the famine and the aftermath of famine so far as medical relief is concerned. 
Honourable mem*bers are no doubt aware of the facd that in the past scanty 
sums of money were doled out for the nation-building departments including 
the Medical and Public Health Department, and there was no serious agita- 
tion even in the Assembly or in the old Council for increasing the voted 
demand under “Medical” and otlier lieuds of the nation-building dejiart- 
ments. Even there wa.s no agitation on the part of the medical associations or 
medical men so as to compel Government to give their earnest attention to 
this department with the result that the Medical Department has been starved 
for a long time. In those days major beads like “General Administration”, 
etc., which has a political bearing, used to get much more than what they 
deserved. In those days also the Bengal budget was a deficit budget and 
the policy of Government was that of balancing the budget and whenever 
the question of balancing the budget arose the medical, public health and 
education budgets were generally starved and money was squeezed out from 
those heads and transferred to other heads like the “Police” and the 
“General Administration”. It must be admitted therefore that in a way 
the famine and ite aftermath has come also as a blessing to the people and 
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to Government because it has roused the consciousness of them both for they 
have brought out too conspicuously to all sections of people and to all sectiona 
of the House that Bengal not only requires food and cloths today but she 
also very badly requires medical relief and it is now quite apparent to all 
that in order to do justice to the cause of medical relief adequate provision 
should be made in the Medical Budget. 

Bengal requires not only food, not only clothing but also medical relief 
for the strength and health of the people of the province. For this reason 
I say without any fear of contradiction that this Government has been alive 
from the very beginning with regard to this medicaj relief and did visualise 
from before — as far back as September, 194'J — that there would he some cala- 
mity regarding health also. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Still your depart- 
ment was sleeping all the time when the people died.) No. There was famine 
going on and we tried to relieve matters in regard to medical relief. In 

October I myself had been to Delhi. I apj^ealed to other provinces for 

doctors and nurses and also asked our district officers to do as much as 
possible for medical relief without even caring what amount would be 

required and they were authorized to spend as much as possible. After that 
we have been trying our best to increase the number of medical officers and 
give other facilities. So, thi.s Government has never been lethargic in 
combating either malaria or smallpox or cholera. (Dr. Nalinaksha 

Sanyal : Question.) My friend Dr. Sanyal j)ut8 a question. I can say 
without fear of contradiction from the mortality figures that have been 
revealed that we have been so successful in combating cholera that it has 
almost come to a standstill and malaria has been checked to a great extent. 
(Kai Hakkndka Nath Chaudhuri : After men died!) It is not un[>rece- 
dented in Bengal that even an entire district has been decimated by malaria 
and other epidemic diseases. It is for the first time that this problem has 
been tackled very seriously by this Government. I should eay that this 
Government can claim credit for that in the annals of Bengal which was 
lacking in any other administration before. 

Sir, with regard to the motions that have been tabled for the failure of 
the Government in combating and so on, there is one of Dr. Mukherji. I 
should say that I shall take his speech in a friendly spirit. What the 
Opposition members think is that Government have succeeded and they only 
want that Government should do more. That Government have succeeded 
in combating malaria and cholera is now evident from the reports that we 
are getting from the mofussil. (Mr. Aim Chandra Sen : Bengal is 
malaria-free today!) Bengal is not free from malaria, even India is not 
free. Malaria is such a scourge that it will not be eliminated unless you 
raise their standard of living. Unfortunately the standard of living in 
Bengal is very low. There is very little vitality left to the people. Malaria 
is a disease of the poor and India is so poor that her people will die of 
malaria is no wonder. This Government is trying to improve the vitality 
of the people and it has tackled this malaria problem as far as funds permit. 

Sir, I should be surprised if the Opposition would not give credit to this 
jB^rnment for the work that they have done in this direction. 

Sir, the normal demand of quinine in Bengal is 90,000 lbs. It was 
further reduped by the fall of Java and other places, but this Government 
has got an allotment of 1,900,000 lbs. of quinine. Excepting 8 lakhs the 
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rest has been sent to mofussil districts and now there is no complaint in the 
mofnssil districts or anywhere that they are not getting quinine. Of course, 
there had been restriction before but now there is free distribution of quinine 
and it is not restricted ^to medical practitioners only. The District Magis- 
trate has been made responsible for distributing it through reliable people, 
primary school teachers and union board dispensaries. 

So far as provision of medical relief concerned, Government has done a 
good deal and is trying to do more. 

As regards the specific questions raised by the cut motions, 1 remember 
one is tuberculosis hospitafs, another is the indigenous Ayurvedic and Unani 
system of medicine, the third is Homeopathy, the fourth ivS College of 
Pharmacy and the fifth is rampbell Hospital. With regard to grants to 
union board charitable dispensaries and sadar and other mofussil hospilals, 
the reply has been furnished by my esteemed friend Mr. Mullick and I need 
not dilate on that. 

Sir, I will first take up tuberculoshs. Complaints have been made that 
this is really a fell disease and this should be combated and sufficient provi- 
sion should be made. This House is aware that the Government is not less 
anxious than the honourable members of the Opposition. Government were 
in quest for a climatic sanatorium for a long time. It has really undergone 
changes from time to time and it related to several Governments and several 
experts. The difficulty was that the donation had a condition precedent 
before Government could take it and in accordance with that condition no 
site could be selected. One site was selected somewhere and then an expert 
committee said it was no good. In this way it has gone on for several 
years. Afterw'ards, 1 should say, w'e have been able to select a site tempo- 
rarily at Ainulia in Burdwaii. Diffi(mlties are great because the war is on 
and it wdll be ditficult to give effect It) that scheme. 

Sir, in this connection I cannot hut rememher Sir John Herbert who was 
very anxious to see that this sclieme was given effect to before he w^ent out 
of office. I am sorry he is no more. At any rate, this Government remem- 
bers his anxiety and it will carry out this scheme as soon as funds permit. 

Now, there are at present two hospitals, both under the same management 
— one i« the Jadavpur Hospital and the other is the S. B. Dey Sanitarium 
at Kurseong. A complaint has been made that provision has not been made 
for the Jadavpur Ilovspital. This Jadavpur Hospital has been given a 
capital grant of about Rs. 3 lakhs and Rs. 1,000 per bed was allotted for a 
time. It w'as at first Rs. 10,000 and it was raised to Rs. 30,000 for the 
accommodation of 30 beds and since then it has been raised to Rs. 80,000 
making a provision for the accommodation of 80 beds and recently only two 
or three days before — w^e have given Rs. 28,000 for extra cost required for 
maintaining beds, over and above the allotment of Rs. 1,000 per bed. 

So far as the S. B. Dey Sanitarium is concerned, we have given them a 
site of 28 acres. We have also paid them annual rent at the rate of Rs. 437. 

There is another tuberculosis hospital and there also we have given 
Rs. 2,050 in 1940 and in 1943-44 Rs. 21,000. (Rai Bahadur Jogesh 
Chandra Sen : What about the Patipukur Ayurvedic Tuberculosis 
Hospital?) There is no proviaicm for the Ayurvedic Tuberculosis Hospital. 
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Sir, with regard to the introduction of Ayurvedic and indigenous systems 
of treatment and education, I am very thankful to my honourable friend 
Eai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that he has raised this question. We are 
aliye to this question and, as a matter of fact, I carf tell the House that we 
have got a Postwar Reconstruction Committee and in the sub-committee of 
that Committee of which I am the ^Chairman there are medical men. I 
myself tried to get eminent Ayurvedic and Unani specialists to help me just 
to tackle this problem as to how far these systems can be given effect to side 
by side with Allopathy. My friend has complained that no grant has been 
made. No grant has been made, because no gran* has been asked for. But 
still I m^y say that we gave Es. 1,000 for their help. We also gave 
Rs. 4,000 to the Unani medical faculty and for the Ayurvedic faculty we 
have provided all facilities, viz., we have defrayed their cost of election and 
the result was published in the “Calcutta Gazette” free of cost. (Dr. Nali- 
NAKSHA Sanyal; Great generosity! W^hat is the money value of that 
generosity y You ought to be ashamed.) Dr. Sanyal, you ought to realise 
that it is not a question of shame, it is a question of credit, because we have 
])rovided money although no money has been asked for. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: It is a State faculty.) Dr. Sanyal, you will he -surprised to know 
that these indigenous faculties have not been properly started, they have not 
done anything, they have not shown any tangible result. So Government has 
nothing to be ashamed of. 

Then comes the question of Homeopathic faculty. Government has 
already recognised Homeopathic as a State faculty. This has been done not 
in my time but previously. So at the present moment there is no bar to 
Homeopathic treatment; on the other hand this system is being encouraged 
and, as a matter of fact, it is very popular in the countryside. There are 
also some districts which have already adoj)ted IIonieo])athic system of 
treatment and they have also started some dispensaries whh Homeopathic 
medicines. (Mr. Atul (!handha Sen : What about the establishment of a 
College of Pharmacy?) 

Mr. Sen, I can assure you that I am very much alive to the question 
raised by you. I fully agree with the remarks that you have made with 
regard to the establishment of a College of Pharmacy. But the difficulty is 
that the standard of medicines i)repared by Indian Pharmacies is always 
complained of by the foreigners and by the British medical men. (Dr. Nali- 
naksha Sanyal; It is in their own interest to do so.) Not only that, even 
Indian doctors, and I say this from my personal experience, will not select 
Bengal Pharmacy drugs if they get drugs prepared by the British firms of 
reputation like Parke Davis, (Dr. Nalin.aksiia Sanyal: As a Minister you 
should not advertise any firm. Don’t mention the name of any firm.) I am 
quite aware that the point raised by Mr. Sen is a very imjmrtant one, but 
what I want to say is that the standard of medicines prepared in India 
is not always preferred by all tbe Indian people. With regard to the 
establishment of a College of Pharmacy the only movement that was made 
1938-39. I am aware that Dr. Anklesaria made a donation of Rs. 2 
Iwhs for the establishment of such a college on certain conditions. Un- 
fortunately no eite was selected and after that when war came it was thought 
advisable to postpone it till the close of the war. After that in 1942 an 
enquiry was made as to whether if it is possible to get a site according to his 
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condition, the scheme should be given effect to, hut no reply has since been 
received from him. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: This is extremely regret- 
table. Is’nt it?) 

With regard to grants to union board and charitable dispensaries, a 
scheme was drawn up long ago to establish a dispensary in every union or 
a dispensary for every two unions, but unfortunately that scheme could not 
be given effect to. Honourable members are aware of that. It is a colossal 
task. At present we are trying to give medical relief even in mofussal 
areas by the extension of medical facilities. You will be surprised to hear 
that during the last six months we have opened about 700 emergency 
hospitals and the number of beds has increased. My fiiend Mr. Ahmed 
Hosain has said that these hospitrils slioiild be made permanent. I may tell 
him that we have got a scheme for the extension of medical relief and that 
scheme will be taken up in connection with our rehabilitation and post-war 
reconstruction plan. Our present proposal with regard to the grants to 
these union boards and thana dispensaries is to allot Its. 250 and Ks. 500, 
respectively, and so far as sa<]ar and subdi visional hospitals are concerned 
it is the duty of the local Ivodies and district Ivoards to maintain them. It 
is not our duty to provide them with money. The^e are self-governing 
institutions and so if anything goes wrong with them, that casts no reflec- 
tion upon us. We cannot interlere w'itli them legally. I am glad now that 
even in this House there have been sentiments expressed for the provin- 
cialisatiou of sadar and suhdi visional hospitals. There has been a tendency, 
and this tendency has developed to a ve?*y great extent, that there should be 
decentmlisatiou. Even the then Opposition members, the ardent national- 
ists, had asked for provincialisiition of .sadar and subdivisional hospitals. I 
myself would be loiitli to provincialise these sadar and subdivisional 
hospitals, because complexities of various kinds may crop up. How’pver, 
we have circubirised this nuitter to the District Magistrates asking for their 
opinion as to whether the liospital authorities wdll be willing to surrender 
their right of management. The other day I suggested this to the District 
Magistrates w’ho, I tliought, welcomed this. I w^ould also say that tlie 
sadar hospitals and subdivisional hospitals, as has been pointed out by 
Dr. Sanyal, would also w’elcorae this move. But there are people who think 
that the advantage will be very little because the hospitals with which they 
are connected are already well-equipped. That is the reason why Govern- 
ment have taken so long to come to a decision in the matter. 

Coming to the cut motion.s, I shall first of all take the question raised 
by Mr. Atul Chandra Sen with regard to the Campbell Medical School of 
Calcutta and the Mitford School of Dacca. With regard to the Campbell 
Medical School affair, it is already well-know'n to the House and to the 
public outside as to how Government dealt with it. Communiques were 
issued from time to time. Mr. Mullick has already pointed out bow essen- 
tial it is that discipline should be maintained in educational institutions. 
At present, the Campbell Medical School is undei the supervision of an 
Indian Superintendent who is also a Professor of Medicine and who has been 
in the School all the time. There are other teachers who along with the 
Superintendent are all anxious to improve the institution. The real com- 
plaint was this. The spirit that actuated the strike was undesirable. It 
was raised over the transfer of a junior professor. So, I hope fAiat this 
30 
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House, be they members of the Opposition or of Government, will oo-operate 
with me in seeing that discipline is maintained in medical and in other 
institutions. 

With regard to the Mitford School, I did not follow Mr. Sen. I did 
not know tlwit there was any room for cx)mplaint. I only knew that there 
was a professor of Surgery wanting, which work was carried on by Lt.-Col. 
Fiacher. Now a Professor of Surgery has been appointed. I shall however 
look into the matter. 

Coming to the question of misnjanagement of the Calcutta Medical 
College, Dr. Sanyal has talked of favouritism and nepotism being very much 
in vogue. lie has also said that Europeans have been top dogs and Muslims 
under dogs. Although he has not said so in wj many words, yet my infe- 
rence is that. So far as Colonel Andertwjn is concerned, he is known to be a 
good Surgeon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You have not actually recommended 
his re^ippointinent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

How do you know thaty 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Governor has overruled your deci- 
fiiou. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

I ask again how do you know thaty 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Y on can say now that it is not a fiict. 
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

It Ls not a fact. Dr. Sanyal is absolutely wrong. (\)lonel Anderson was 
granted an extension for the 4th time. Dr. San\al has also stated that 
Ckdonel Murray is inetlicient and that reapptuntinents are made in the case 
of Europeans and Muslims. At the same time he has said that Colonel 
Anderson wuhl not do his work on account of .some skin disea.se on his 
hands. The appointment of Colonel Anderson is a nuitter which is entirely 
in the hands of the Governor. Dining tlu' time of the last Ministry, two 
exteivsions were granted to him. (Dr. X.\i.in.\k.s]ia Sanyal: Tliey were 
also equally guilty.) This Ministry is not re.sponsible 

With regard to Colonel Murray, I do not know anything about his effi- 
ciency or inetliciency. Now that the point has been raised, I .shall (‘ertainly 
look into it but I can say that -skill and efficiency are not the monopoly of 
any one particular community. (Dr. Xalinaksiia Sanyal: I have not 
tdaimed that.) Colonel Murray is M.R.C.P. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: lie is a most iiiixmipetent man. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 
Dr. Sanyal is a Doctor of Economics. He is not a medical man. So far 
as tlie competency of a medical doctor is concerned, I will not take 
Dr. SanyaCs word. 1 may explain the judicy of Government in this connec- 
tion. So far as the Medical Department is concerned. Government have 
never favoured any inefficient or incompetent men. Under the shibboleth 
of efficiency, hitherto one community has had a lion’s share in appointments. 
That is a thing which is not going to continue. 

T lAnnrtisn oil i'lia Yvirtl"inTia 
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The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Bs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical** be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The monon of Mr. Atiil Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical** be reduced by Rs. UK) was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs. (id, 12,000 for exj)enditure under the head “38 — Medical’* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was tlien put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12.000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” l>e reduced by 
Rn. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Radlianath Das that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for 
expenditui'c under tlie head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
])Ut and lo-^t. 

The motion of the llon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaludidii Ahmad 
that a ^um ot Rs. 60,12,000 be granted f(jr expenditure undor thc head “38 — 
Medical” was then juit and agreed to. 

39— Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Sir, on the recommendation of Ilis Kxcelleiu'y the Governor I beg to move 
ibat a sum of Us. 60,10,000 be granted lor expenditure under the head 
“30 — I’ublic Health”. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60.10.000 l{*r ex})enditiire under the head “30 — Public Health” l)e 
reduced hy Rs. 100. I move this in (»rd<-r to rane a di.scUHHion about failure 
of (loveniineiit to adecjiiately cope with cholera, i>ox, malaria and other 
epidemic diseases. 

wrm ttitk ‘fta ot 

^0:^ urn ^ 
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Hjm, IBPr-ft^ 5tc^ 'srnr Pt^ ‘^rtc^. (tt^ ^r^n c^tx-r? m^^un ^rfr- 

(Tot'^t, (7rt^^'>f, ^^tt<(tCv5T">t, trof% 5t(7T^ I i]?* 

^ 'arJT^irj Rvstc^ ’Tfl fir^ ^^ 5 ^ 

5ft, f%R <ffRp^ (Tlt^, ?'nCW ^5(tl‘-‘R-(i]7]: (TTXSFStft^ W^Fl ^*FtR ^ 

’yt^NvsTc^ «FPit^«f<F ’^ITT TW] wr?r T3r5i 'Q (7m^ ^ (tf^^ 

'srrc^ Pf ki ? RR Pf ^ ? 

Mauivi MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I l)€}i: U) move tliat the demmid of 
Es. 60,10,000 for expenditure under Ihe head “39 — Public Health” he 
reduced by Es. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion alwut the 
failure of Government to supply adequate quantity of quinine to counteract 
the spread of malaria in Bengal. 

^^rPfUl Pf^ ’ipTn^^f ^ft^lftJF 

'jpmpx "^ro«f^i7F«^ 'am ^iit?i ’PFir^rr^^ w^ ^(r?f| i 

W*f (TltT TltC^rPllt^l ^ I ^t51 3 w^- 

’TtW‘tC7F adtC^ffiraMF ^ftC5 ^ C581 TpCSC^' ^ I 

p3F(7)f a ^mi ^51 PF»»r?P i 

^ftCTT (TlPr^ft tbl'^tWfl PHT? ^ I PFI 'SFfP ^ visit 

Prni (TTtc^ i5tc^ (^tc^ Pr^ i ^5Pi?i^ (Titc^t Ptti 

cn Pr5?c«f^r ?pm '^tc^ ^5fti '^'5r^ '^55 1 (tf ^SPf^itt ^twpi Tfwft c^ 

'5rrc^ (TPtc^ '5^^ (Ti'qiii ir. ^ ^00 (Titm 1 ^^^ru5 
^^^^rftCSTJ Hftl Cf^ ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ #^(71 (TF ?iF PPS 

3mc5 yF^ <FftC^ ^ ^^Fft^ <f% ^ ^ I ^ 
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«R»itsffir*trf 4ibi^c^i) 5tc!R ^ sTyfOT 

4% ’tf*n 'sffm 4mi -54; >rflra «rt . 

*rf%=ItC‘r C^fSOTfC't f^JTnpTT 5F?^Ttt^ Wn SFIR I 

>4^ 5rf7r!n 'srfri? tf^ ^ ^45^114 1 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERiH*: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs, 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to rfiise a discussion 
about (1) failure of the Government in the matter of water-supply in rural 
areas; (2) inefficiency of Sanitary Inspectors and Health Officers, and 
corruption prevailinff amongst tliem; (3) failure of the Government to 
supply sufficient quantities of quinine to rural private practitioners and 
rural dispensaries under district and union boards; and (4) absolute failure 
to supply sufficient quantities of cholera and typhoid vaccines for prevention 
of epidemics arising out of bad food, taken by the masses in the present days 
of acute food problem. 

Sir, I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure 
under the liead “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
in order to raise a discussion about (1) failure of the Government to stop 
adulteration of foodstud', which is abundantly prevalent in the country and 
thereby giving rise to seven* epidemics such as cholera, indigestion, beri- 
beri, etc.; (2) absolute negligence of the Government in not taking any 
steps wliatever to ascertain cause and to prevent beri-beri in the district of 
Birblium which has played havoc during the last few months; and (3) 
absolute callousnes.s of the district and municipal boards in checking the 
spread of sucdi (‘pidemics. 

1 beg ahso to Tno\<* thitt tlje demand of Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure 
under the liead “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
in order to raise a di^scussion about failure of Government to formulate and 
to give cfli'ct to a comjueheiisive sclieiiu^ for rural health improvemeJit. 

And, finally, I beg to move* that the demand of Its. 60,10,000 for 
expenditure under the liead “39 — Public Health” bo reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move Ibis in order to raise a discus.'sion about (1) utter failure of the 
Government in .starting Maternity Homes and child-welfare centres in aid 
of the rural public; and (2) failure of the </«f-training system. 

Sir, I beg to state tliut the Government has failed absolutely in the 
matter of water-.supply in the rural areas of almost all the districts. In my 
district of Birbhum a number of tube wells were sunk about six years ago 
which had become useles.s after a couple of years only. The contractors 
stole away a big sum of money with encouragement of the Governing Body. 
The soil of Birbhum wa.s not suitable for tube wells, still the money was 
spent and looted without any help to the public. Since then, owing to high 
price of masonr}' materials and cement rings, no wells could be dug by the 
district board and the Government, since then, did not sanction any money 
earmarked for the purpose and lienee the people of rural areas are drinking 
filthy water of Ihe unprotected tanks. Owing to filthy accumulated water, 
epidemics of water-borne diseases have become very common. The sanitary 
staff — the strength of which is not insufficient — has proved to be inefficient 
altogether. The epidemics, when they visit a place as a guest, make a 
permanent abode there. Adulteration of foodstuff such as ghee, Aiustard 
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oil, atta and even rice, has become a common and normal factor with the 
advent of war crisis in the countrj^ It seems as if a free licence has been 
granted by the Government to encourage adulteration of foodstuffs. For 
want of food and bad adulterated food in famished stomach, the general 
mass of rural people had to suffer from several diseases which naturally led 
them to die in millions and not in scores or hundreds. 

Sir, it is an undeniable fact that to prevent the epidemics to spread, 
nothing could be done for want of vaccines and such other drugs. The 
sanitary staff moved about to make travelling but to no effect. The actual 
condition was not altered until Nature’s help came by itself. Want of 
quinine for malaria and stories of fabulous black-marketing in the trade of 
medicine have become recorded as a unique instance. The number of rural 
practitioners is large. Lives of the rural public mostly depend in their 
hand.s. If they could get a supply of quinine many lives could have been 
saved. But as luck would have it, many had to die for want of the only 
panacea of malaria — quinine. 

Sir, I give here a short history of quinine position of India. There are 
only two State-owrunl cinchona plantations with factories for the production 
of quinine — one at Mungpoo (Darjeeling) and the other at Neduvattaram 
(Nilgris). Before the war, only 70,000 lbs. of quinine were on average 
produced per year. Tlie quantity produced now is slightly higher, the 
combined figure for 1042 being 72,000 lbs. 

India’s minimum requirement as cubulated by authorities including, Sir 
Andrew Balfour is 1,250,000 lbs. per year. Dr. Bentley’s estimate for 
Bengal alone was 1 lakh pound of quinine for any appreciable effect on the 
malaria situation in Bengal. The j)i’<\Ment need is cent, per cent, more on a 
moderate estimate, due to higher incidence of malaria in Bengal. So, the 
production of quiniiu? is much below the requirement. I want to know what 
«tep the Government has taken or propose to take to import quinine from 
other countries with the help of the TLiited Nations. 

'Sir, in the case of beri-beri epidemic in Birbhum, the suppo.sed cause 
was found out to be the mustard oil which contained Argumoni seeds 
(Sealkata) which has toxic effect on the nerves and miocardino, but the 
sanitary staff' neither could lU’oseciite cases in numbers dealing with such 
stuff of mustard oil for such offences nor could prevent the epidemic spread- 
ing. The municipal authorities or the district board did not take any 
preventive steps nor could stop supply of bad adulterated mustard oil. 
Although there had been long talks and hopes for public health improve- 
ment, no comprehensive scheme has yet been drawn up and given effect to. 

In order to save the rural public (who practically feed the remaining 
other people) from the cruel hands of dangerous diseases, an immediate step 
should l)e taken before the whole country becomes a burial ground. 

Sir, regarding maternity homes, no such homes have been started in 
any rural area up till now. The <fai-training class has failed to produce a 
single trained dm. 

Sir, I suggest to the Government to take up a small district like Birbhum 
bordering the province and make an ideal of a district. In every union 
board let there be a nice little up-to-date dispensary with 2 or 3 beds for 
ursrent cases with un-to-date suro^ical instruments and a microscnne. 
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there be a maternity home in charge of a midwife with a bed or two for 
difficult labour cases. Let the medical officers be decently paid and good 
quarters provided. Selection from the local practitioners to serve as medical 
officers may economise the situation. 50 per cent, of the cash for starting 
and maintaining l>e borne by tlie Government and the remaining 50 per cent, 
by union boards. If it is at all impossible to start such institutions in 
every union board, let two boards have one at least and lot us see how it 
progresses. If such system succeeds in one district, it may then be extended 
gradually to other districts as well. 

Sir, I entreat tlie Minister in charge of the Public Health portfolio to 
kindly listen to my suggestion and let us feel that our Ministers have 
hearts and they feel for tlicir country. 

vSir, with tltese words I beg to commend my motions to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. (U), 10, 000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Its. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to provide adequate and 
tinudy medical relief in the epidemic infected areas in the j)rovlnce. 

Sir, the manner in which the j)rovince-wide outbreak of epidemic diseases 
was dealt witli b\ ih(‘ Government at tlie initial stages is a blot on the 
administration of the province, an<l Ixdrayed a most shameful callousness 
towards the sutVerings of tin* j>eoj>Ie. Sir, it is "well known that cholera 
made its ajijiearance in an epidemic form from July last and took a heavy 
toll of liiirnan live.s. During the first few months, that is to say, right up 
to the <‘nd of Se])teniber, no s])(*cial measures were taken by the Government 
to meet this extraordinary situation. Even when the stories of the terrible 
havoc were rcfieatedly brought to the notice of the Government, the usual 
plea tliat tluue was dearth of medicine and anti-(holera vaccines were not 
available in sufficient number, was put forward and thousands died without 
treatiiH'nl and fhousands fell fresh victims for want of any inoculation 
measures. The department of Public Health it.scdf, Sir, failed to realise the 
gravity of the situation, and to impress on the Government of India the 
over-riding lu'ceshity of jiroviding the.s<‘ medicines. Sir, it was only when 
the Army Authorities took charge that the necessary mc*dicines became 
available, but by the time iliese medicines reached the rural areas, the 
virulen(!e of cholera had already subsided to a large extent and they came too 
late to he of any substantial relief to the people. 

Sir, this also is the story in respect of the malaria epidemic. No quinine 
w'as available and people died like cats and dogs without any medicine 
whatsoever. Sir, numerous villages have been ruined by this fell disease. 
Sir, it is an amazing fact that the authorities in many districts w^ere not 
even aware of the havoc being created by malaria in definite areas within 
tbeir jurisdiction for a long time and no medical help became available to 
those rural areas until in some cases one- third of the population had died. 
Sir, several villages near about Peali railway station on the Diamond 
Harbour line about twelve miles from Calcutta have become desolate owing 
to the depredations of this disease and about half of their population have 
been dead. The report reached us somewhat late and when we from the 
Hindu Mabasabha sent a medical unit for their relief, we were astonished 
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to find that even such appalling miseries had failed to reach the ears of the 
authorities or to receive any help from the Public Health Department. Sir, 
a similar story was told by the Managing Director of the Dhakeswari Cotton 
Mill, who in course of his visit to a village situated within a few miles of 
the mill-site, found that about one-third of its population had died of malaria 
within a very short time. When this fact was brought to the notice of the 
Subdivisional Officer of Narainganj, he expressed surprise that he was never 
informed about it previously. 

Sir, these are only two typical cases. I can say that this was the case 
almost everywhere. The thana and union hoard authorities in many places 
treated the situation with complete indifference and did not even think it 
worth their wihile to inform the district authorities. Even in cases where 
district authorities were informed, no action whatever was taken for a long 
time. In some districts. Sir, a good quantity of quinine was lying in 
reserve stock with the District Magistrate, hut these were not released for 
sale to the public or for distribution through dispensaries, though reports 
of hundreds dying daily for want of medicine were being received by them. 
Sir, such callousness can hardly be imagimyl in persons in whom there is 
anything like sense of humanity. 

Sir, the Public Health organisation has proved to be hopelessly inefficient 
and requires thorough overhauling. Sir, this department must be manned 
by persons who are imbued more with a spirit of public service and shorn 
of unnecessary official prestige or redtapism. Sir, I maintain that a largo 
percentage of deaths caused by cholera and malaria were preventible and 
could have been prevented if the authorities of the Department had respond- 
ed timely to the demands of the situation and organised relief even with the 
limited medical resources at their disposal with })rom])titude and expedition. 

With these words, Sir, T commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. GO, 10,000 for ex])enditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
failure of the Government in combating malaria, cholera and other epidemic 
diseases due to food scarcity and hood. 

1 also beg to move that the demand of Rs. (>0,10,000 for expenditure 
under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
to raise a discussion about a comprehensive scheme regarding rural water- 
supply. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ ^ 

^'3 ^ 

\b to? ^rTTu^rfr^i, 

^ ^ 

C5ft^ ^ (71 ’i’^ (7rf%i7>c^ I ^ 

’Pni (71, ^TTWl TTfr^Tf^l 

vfigi (71 District Medical Officers 

y g T Hi Registered through l%%r 

I 'BTfPr non-official doctor’s medical faculty 
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(TTt jnng c®r^ wfi tor ^ i 

TOR^ ^Ftw 15R1 TO » tc ^ ~ c^ I ^srRt^ TOT 

^ ‘iJ f%TOl Director of Public Health^F ®FH 1 c*i 1 TO)^ 'TOT 

f%f% CTO t|tf% C^ ^ ?n CTO TOT! ^CTR ^ I 

TOT“TO[T! 's toi crot cTOf (R toti 

(TT&l C^flr^ ^ ^ I ^ f vf CW ^ 

f^ f%cw*f "SRTOr TOirro to^ tor ^ i ^ ^r<jT fro 

?tn^R TOR ^ ^’^TlR C?!t?RR ^’ytTITtf^ ^ District Public Health Officer 
TOf%^ TOTO W^ I TOT 

in ^TtTOl ^5T??R v'l District Board cvfc^^ C^'STll TOC^ IT'S 
c' 4 c^ (?r^ ^ I ^’ 5 r:^ To c*t^ ^ i 

v<3^ iTtf^ TTO? bt^ (R, TOl-TOm TOTOT^ ^TO C^ TO3 Tf??!'?] tffC’JfR 
TO:^ ^5TC^ TOF ^ ^rTOtP^fol ^5tTOf ^tTOl 'srTO<R‘-fC^ (R»ft 

^ItTOT TOTOT I ^ ^5R1 'To TOTfl ^CTOjR — CTOTR ^t'TO 

^tc^; ^1^?“ ^10 f^TO toti ^irc^ i 

^ f^TOl ^ TOl^^CT froR f»C'5 I f%f% ^ ^5T OT 'SC^ ij^ 

TOTl TO"t^^ to I Site's C'^C4^ 'miRI TOT^f% 

TO C^'S^t'S ''f^‘'rc^<'TR i]TO? TO^I TOTS TO ’ 5 frf% 

TO ^f^RTOR 'SR ^CTOS 51 R, <^*TR TOR TOTI 

f% R (Tf^l TOTOm <TO To TOn, '’TfTO TOTl 

TOTS TO I 

^ STOt'S ^ilTO^t ¥^rf^C'R (Rt'^rt^ TOS 'R MtCT'l 'St^'?i St: 
f^, "Pr, TOi^ TO^tTS RfenTOR TO Prfro ffePf^R^ :^.nr r ' 5 «rr,<r?ir 

t|WT ^CTOR (Tri^l TOl 'STOTOTO .£1^ ^fTO TO^f%^R ^t5 C‘'tR ^tbtC* "TORi I 
^*’» PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. ()(l,l(),()rK) for expenditure under the head '‘8f>~]»u]jlic. Health'’ bo 
reduced by Ks. ItK). 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about free distribution of 
quinine in the rural area. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, iTO ^tR.l RC*f=T TO^RtrR 'sr^JtStRT RrfTO ^JpTCS 
I 5ftRT^ '^TStR 4^“ ^\SR<! ^ TOt-nt 'TO' pT|T,5tTR JR "TTO 

r^C5^ I ?I%C^ f^'5 

^Tt^T TrtRf%ni c^^it* ^ s ^ c^trf TOtR I TOr^ifetn 

BZ'^t *fSTO ^ CTO TO^‘IT TO?TTi TO ^'^’R ^TRT ’Tt’t^f ''ffTO TO | 
^rrTcTOil ^ TO^, TOS, ^RTTO, St^TOIS tr|f^ PtTO ^RtfTO'S ^ CTO 

TO ^ I ?JTO ^fftror^R TO 03 =T.- TOfR ^TR W»iT 

:R«fe <rR TOR cbSi TO^ ^ I ^rc^fi Prorsit ^rti 

^ I t'SpR^ (RTCi&^ Presidentii^ through p^l 

^TTO f C^ CTO TO ’TOTtTO:®R^Cr ProC'R^TfTO^^^Pni^ 
?8tc^^ presidentij? through fimi Tfm ^jpp^ I 

'rc5[ TOn TOR’t tpqn cTO^s ^ i Tfsrv ^ froR*!, 
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C*rPrC®‘1’^‘( R'4^‘1 \5klili 

'3f5lin I 2flOT?<f?F #ft5n ’FRM'T I 

srjtT'TRTrRr R^‘t'S 'iilsliti l ^ Rro expert 

cgfTO5‘^ 'S ’lt'351 ^ ^ I R^'f ^ Ef^tftro i4# 55t5T «tr*PI 

'tiTTrj I ■31^ CTsfl C^1H do8eji?r Rc^ st’«fT ^n ^^1, 

ffl'951 5ZBEt I t?tr3 <at''l“Y<I 3 ^ ^1 iP‘ ^31 ?3 

e-fti ’Haft ^ii (Tfs^i, ’rjftsiRvi sftr’ii i 33; >5 R*4ttn «nRfti 

C3f'-f C5ft''f'3 C3f’f'°! 5131 313 I 

3?3I CW3It3 3t3’#t31 3S-f3l3 I5f533 3l^m OSs ljt31 3%^ ’ftS'S ^I 

3^^^^!^ Raft ’Rl C!ftr, 3OT 3l5f ■^iM3 ^ ’ig ?'33t3 ®f3T 3f^ fet41 »ft® S Sffft i5tS33 

3t^!Hi3 RW& »t3 60 5t3n 'Sfftft 3^3 C3 331 Oft I t|'>Fl3r3r3 31013 331 C?t3 

'3133131 ’rS31?3 Raft 3’^ ly5\ l?t3n 3lS'S fP3t33 1 Rr3 33:33 

3® '3l'T3‘t 3fR31 'stlR Rrait31 3l305 Et? ■ir«‘l"oi‘^ RCW31?' fV Blackmarketmg<ii3 
33ft;‘1 C^13!:CT3I ? a?W3T »ft 3? (ftl'.ft 33T:‘1 Ei51 3l!ft 3t3t?3 R'RfT? 31 
313ft, <5l?tW3 ^ft3-tI3l3 R^lRlft 3t3lC5, '®flR at RhOP ’IftRft 311 

351*103 ?t >313^3^ 3fROsR I 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I Leg to move that the demand of 
ll«. ()0, 10,000 for exj)enditure under the head “d9 — Publie Health” he 
reduced by Hs. 100 to raise a discussion about the failure of Goveniment to 
check the s])read of malaria, small]»ox, and cholera eiiidemics and to iurther 
the studies in nutrition with a view to improve the nutritional standard of 
the people. 

Sir, previous speakers have already dealt with the question of malaria, 
8nialli)OX and clndera epidemics and 1 would not add many words to what 
they have stated in tlie House today. 1 will only state this much that the 
Government had at one time taken the plea that they could not take 
effective stejis to check the s])read of these fell diseases because of the 
absence of suitable medi<’al men. In reply to a question elsewhere, the 
Hon’ble Minister is n^ported to have stated that they soufj^ht the help of the 
Indian Medical Association in this matter but they were disappointed. 
To this reply the Indian Medical Association circularised a categorical denial 
and they stated quoting the dates and numbers of the letters to show and 
demonstrate how very callous this Government has been and how far from 
truth the statement of the Hon’ble Minister has been. They have stated 
that althougli the Indian Medical Association, both the Bengal Branch and 
the All-India organisation, have tried their level best to co-operate with the 
Government in the matter of supply of full medical needs by importing 
persons from outside who are willing to offer their services to the people 
for the alleviation of their distre.ss caused last year, their offer was not 
accepted and was not properly attended to. 

Sir, I will not deal with this matter any more. On what I would 
concentrate more today is the question of nutrition and the duty of the 
Public Health Department in furthering the education on nutrition. The 
Government of Bengal has got a Sanitary Board of which there is a 
Nutrition Committee, and this Nutrition Committee has been functioning 
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for tke last two years. They have eminent men on that Board including 
professors of reputation, both in this country as well as in the whole world, 
and yet the Government has failed to avail of the very valuable suggestions 
of such a committee given to Government from time to time. The latest 
of this Committee’s reports has been made available to me a few days ago. 
It appears from that that an eminent body of scientists an(^ medical men 
has risen to the height of the occasion and has invited Government’s atten- 
tion to the necessity and value of vitamin rich food and vitamin concentrates, 
and they appointed a teclinical sub-committee to submit proposals for 
production of these. The Committee lias reported and it apfwars that they 
have demonstrated that if you depend merely on cereals the average earning 
of a Bengali will not or may not enable him to get sufficient and balanced 
food for a long time to come, but if synthetic vitamin is produced and food 
balanced with the same is attempted, then it is quite possible that within 
the income standard of evt*ry human being of this prt)vince sufficient food 
can be given to maintain himself above difficulties. In this connection, I 
would quote a small paragraph of tluit re]>ort Avhi(di states thus: “People 
have tried to solve their nutritional problems Init. have nud with (Uily 
partial success, as even in America it was obs<‘rved that to meet the 
scientific nHiuirtonent of nutritive elements from m(*at, eggs, vegetables, 
milk, etc., would mean a cost of to pei ])crs()n per week but the 

income statistics sliowed that a majority of families having three or four 
members had iu)t had the means to allocate such an amount on food only. 
The Massacliuset tes institute of Technology has, howevtT, demonstrated the 
possibility of getting a com])lete w<dl balanced diet with proijossed and 
synthetic foods for only $0 42 i»er week per ]>erson. In America proceesed 
food averaged 2*3 cents, jier servijig, as compared to over 35 (M*nls. if the 
equivab'iit nutiitive elements ar<‘ expected from natural foods, and even then 
it is not so leliahb' In its nutritional content.” 

Then, Sir, it is found that in America synthetic vitamins are being 
manutactnred in a large scale. “S\nthetic vitamins are now ])eing produced 
in clieniical works on a tonnage liasis. In (he Pnil(*d States of America 
the total annual production of synthetics and concentrates exceeds hundred 
million dollars.” 

(At this stage the member reaclnvl the time-limit, but was allowed one 
minute more to conclude.) 

Sir, 1 invite the attention of the Government to the Technical Sub-Com- 
mittee’s Report and I submit as this Committee points out that very cheap 
vitamins can he produced from raw materials like water-hyacinth available 
in plenty, and by an expenditure of only about 4 lakhs of rupees in this 
province suitable pilot scihemes can be worked, and it will be possible to give 
necessary vitamins to the people of the province during this emergency. I 
submit, Sir, that this requires very careful attention. 

Maulvi ABDUL WANED • Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced by lls. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about the failure of 
the Government — 

(a) to take steps to prevent hlack-marketing in respect of medicine; 

(b) to take effective steps to ensure price of medicine in spite of 

Ordinance ; 
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(o) to distribute quinine; and 

(d) to remove the difficulties to get vaccine of different kinds. 

’itm, 

’TTu?r^ »ffhr 

1 CFt^ f%3RI ^ TO 

c^ 3rp j f^aRi ?PTO CTO Tflrc^ TOT^ 

5PF CTO <t%5) TO5> (TT^ fTO TOt? t|TO 

cTtrf^ I 

TOTm (PH to %T TO <iJTO 

TO's TOnn, croc^ f^s 

C3r«^ oiTO f^Rp'^TO TOT] CTOTs 'ITO ^ I TOTO to:^ 

^ ’®it^ CTO TOn TO^ ^'3 TO^ TO (?T TO? 

Sanitary Inspector 5[TO ^'3^1 TO ^ ?lTl CTOl f% TO I 

TOTO W^l <m vaccine I T^tTOTJ C^ TOT! 

(Ttn/cw, feapTOi c^ ^^TO's wTOTOc^ feiR 

^ I totITO^I TOcTff^ 'ii^ f1% cTO^ TOs TOt^ 

C5t^-t-?^^ ^r'Q feiJ?i I TOrtTO^ cTOi totr ^ ^ 

^ CTO TO^ (?lt f?C^ TOR^f WTO W tfTO 

S’tfTO CTOf^l 

^TO TOl^TO^fC^ f^TO) ^ I-C.S. officer 

f^*f Site's f^CW “fP^TO TOFTO IjRTOrt ^TOtTOH TO “ITWI lr(i 

w froj ^Pri ^wTO 5t^, ^?r ^trot^ w^i cTO azi ctocto f% ^ ? 4^* 

fb'pF^^Tri TfCTH TOTO^ (R ^T=l^ (TT^fTO TO^I 

cTOr ^T^TO-tc^ wi cTOcto f% ^ ? 

Mr. K. A. HAMILTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, speaking on this demand in 
1941, I suggested that decentralisation of the Public Ilealtli services in 
Bengal had been carried out to such an extent as to hinder progress and 
efficiency. I pointed out tliat the process of decentralisation had brought 
the Public Health serviccvs .so completely under the control of the local bodies 
that Government had little or no power to control the Public Health 
organisation, and the Director of Public Health was little more than a 
paymaster whose function it was to distribute grants to local bodies. 

I also pointed out that in other provinces the Public Health staff had 
been provincialised, for example, in Madras by the Congress Government and 
also in the Punjab and in the United Provinces. I expressed the view that 
the time had come for Government to consider the establishment of 
provincial Public Health services under central control. 

My suggestions did not meet wdth the approval of certain honourable 
members of the then Coalition Party connecU'd with district boards and the 
Hon’ble Minister in reply, while not expressing any views on the merits of 
my suggestions, stated that he did not think they were in accordance with 
the views of the majority in the House. He did, however, draw the atten- 
tion of honourable members to the fact that the Public Health services had 
been provincialised in several provinces. 



1944 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


475 


It was apparent, Sir, that honourable members connected with District 
Boards took my remarks as an affront to the District Boards. That, Sir, 
was not intended. I know. Sir, that many of the District Boards do good 
work, and I see no reason why they should not continue to play an import- 
ant part in any form of provincialised Public Health service which may be 
adopted. In fact, Sir, I think that the District Boards should form an 
integral part of anj^ scheme of reorganisation of the Public Health services 
under central control. The point which I wish to stress, Sir, is that if our 
Public Health services are to progress, if they are even to reach modem 
standards of efficiency, then we must have uniform services under central 
control. IVe cannot expect progress, we cannot expect efficiency or uniform 
practice and procedure while our Public Health staff are under the control 
of numerous District Boards and Municipalities of varying efficiency and 
standards. Under such conditions anything like a general policy or plan 
of public health, anything in the nature of long term planning becomes very 
difficult, if not impossible. I would only refer in this connection to the anti- 
malaria measures which were supposed to have been undertaken by District 
Boards many years ago, but with regard to which little progress has been 
made. Moreover, Sir, the staff' do not have the security of service which 
IS essential for effective work and very often they iK'come dependent on one 
or two members of the local bodies and their action or inaction is determined 
by the wishes of these members. They are furthermore deprived of the hope 
of promotion which in a provincial service would l)e an incentive to good 
work. 

One other defect which I noticed in 1941 and which has become parti- 
cularly obvious during the past year has been the inefficient system of 
collecting vital statistics. We know, Sir, that the primary agent for 
collecting these statistics is that “maid-of-all-works’' the chowkidar. Wo 
know also that there are long delays by the Union Board offices in submit- 
ting what must bo at best somewhat haphazard statistics. In our opinion 
a primary and obvious step to improve this system is to set up statutory 
registrars who will register all vital statistics and submit them without the 
present delays. 

I would appeal to honourable members to reconsider the question of 
provincialisation of the Public Health services dispassionately in the light 
of the crisis through which we are passing. Events during the past year 
have shown clearly that our Public Health services are unable to cope with 
anything in the nature of an emergency. That we have been able to weather 
that emergency at has been due to military assistance. People in remote 
parts of this province have, as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister stated, for 
the first time known the meaning of real medical attention. Military 
medical help will not be with us always. It may not even be with us if 
emergency circumstances recur during the succeeding year. I welcome the 
decision to provincialise sadar and subdivisional hospitals, but this is 
obviously only a first step. This is not now a question which can wait 
until after ‘ the War. It is imperative that there should now be central 
direction and control of our Public Health services, and I would like to 
know what Government have done to establish this. 

The emergency has also shown a grave shortage of doctors and nurses. 
It kas, I think, been admitted that the number of doctors who have come 
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forward for emergency medical relief work outside Calcutta has not been 
nearly sufficient to meet requirements. I would like to know, Sir, what 
steps are being taken by Government to increase the recruitment of doctors 
and I would like to know what steps are being taken to increase medical 
training facilities in this province which are obviously inadequate. The 
position with regard to nurses, Sir, ai every honourable member knows, is 
even worse. Outside of Calcutta civilian nurses are practically non-existent, 
and this province lacks anything in the nature of a Provincial Nursing 
Service. It appears to us, Sir, that Government have not given this problem 
any serious attention. I January, 1941, a Committee was appointed by the 
then Government to make recommendations with regard to improvement of 
the training conditions of nurses, but so far as I can ascertain that Com- 
mittee has not even had a sitting, far less submitted its report. The 
President of the Committee was Dr. B. C. Hoy, the Secretary and Convenor 
was the Director of Public Health {ind the j>ersonnel included the Surgeon- 
General and various nursing and hospital representatives. I feel, Sir, that 
this is a problem which should be tackled immediately and I would like to 
know what Government intend to do. 

In conclusion, Sir, our view is that, while it may not be possible in 
present circumstances to carry through a drastic scheme of reorganisation of 
the Public, Health services, such a scheme is necessary and should be 
prepared as soon as possible. To meet the jjresent situation it is imperative 
that Government should establish central direction and control over the 
Public Health s<*rvic.es, and we would like to know that tliis has been done. 

Bflbu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, I would like to make some 
observations with regard to the system of distribution of quinine adopted by 
the Government in the rural areas. I am not aware of the s\stem introduced 
in all other districts but 1 come from the district of Pahna ’v^here 1 see that 
three methods are in vogue there — 

(1) the charitable disjionsary through which distribution of quinine is 

made ; 

(2) the military units through which also its distribution is made; and 

(3) selling agents selected from qualified or passed compounders 

through W'hich quinine is distributed for value at controlled rate. 

As for the first, I mean charitahle dis])ensary, those charitable dispen- 
saries are very few* in the district of Pahna and they are quite insufficient 
to meet the demands of the people there and they are quite insufficient for 
the purpose of distribution to the peojde of more than 17 lakhs over 1,800 
square miles. As to the s4‘Cond, only two military units were appointed in 
that district, one for each subdivision, and one can easily understand how 
far they have htnui able to meet the crying needs of the people there. As 
to the third, 1 mean the selling agents, these selling agents are selected 
from qualified medical practitioners or from passed compounders. But it 
is a misfortune to the district that many of the unions have not yet been 
able to gel any qualified medical practitioners or passed compounders of 
their own as a result that those unions are going without suppl}* of quinine. 
From a talk with the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department I com© 
to understand that Government has relaxed the rules and even unqualified 
modical Practitioners will be entitled to be entrusted writh the charge of 
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selling quinine at controlled rates. Tliere are few instances where relaxa- 
tion is to be found in the actual field and in most of those cases the 
unqualified medical officers were denied to be selected as selling agents. 1 
will now give some specific instances. Two unions within Kazipur police- 
station of the Serajganj subdivision, namely, Supgacha and Sonamukhi, 
have no qualified doctors or passed compounders. They have not yet been 
able to get any selling agents. Some unqualified doctors applied to be 
selected as selling agents, but unfortunately their cases were rejected and 
in most cases like this the applications of these unfortunate medical officers 
were rejected. In view of the situation in the districts, I beg to submit to 
the Hon’ble Minister that all medical officers, whether qualified or 
unqualified, if they are found to be reliable and honest, should be appointed 
by Government as selling agents. I also beg to submit to the Ilon’ble 
Minister that sanitary inspector.^ as well as leading members in the rural 
areas who are honest and reliable should bo ajipointed for the purpose of 
free distribution of quinine. 

With these suggestions I resume my seat. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ 
cut motion I W^T^tTT 

cn charge ^3^ 

^ Trtrrf^i, 

TTtf^ ft, CW\ triPT ^Tll 

=Tmi ^ ^ f% '«rft7Fi5T 

''55 frtD ’*h?n5 

Mr. Speaker^ Sir, ’3 ^FPTTn. 

'4'R, — wi 

'§^if '3 ^1, ^ ^>TT^ TSTotPr '3 vfvfj 

Rrip^ ^1 I ‘Sir, RPR PI ^ fR'otC^R 

Rft fR# rrc5 rtrs Bepresent- 

ation ^ *3 Tf%RR ^T, 

^ RfT CTR RCRm ^FPR j 'RRil ft-frr CRRf pvr vfl^^ 

Rft rttRp? ^Rrtr '^r^RpttRri r? ? ’5t^‘ RTft Rfcf^s 

PI IrIr ^^71 '3 WR^tTHTF Irtsfr ‘3 R*n 

^d%C5PR 1 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, R^RR '5tRC'5R Eastern front. 

RfrlQ^ '3 Eastern Frontier PT Rrg--»rr 

ijRl RRR CR^RR Eastern Frontier ’®rpf- 

RftPR fRT^'HsR wm RRTCRR ^ PlTC^'f PfTPY Rfel «R7 R‘3R 

«tW7i wRi -5r5^"pi«fe '3 tfTp^ -5r^<^r"pi‘fe PFtf? (Rts frRn 

^Ff%i:^3C^ I Eastern Front, Chittagong Divisioni]^^ ^ ^ 
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v|f%5i 

^ f Eastern Front ^ f^TOl 

!ff% v5tw MB ^ I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, w^^TTT ^ 

^arf^PT^ft I 5&tIt3T ^rfr-^T^ ^imc^ unrepresented ^ vft^ 

?fr-^r5t? C^mlk'5^ 5&trt? represent ^ 

5&"4t3T Rn5rc"^l^ ^imc^ ^ uJgtsr 

'rTft ^JTTTS ^rfVs ^ &?FC^ 15^2rt3r ^U5 ^ tfTTim I 

^rfif?Tt^ T'tPFzr ^ Of*t f%^ ^5’3 ^^rmi c^Rc^ (ti ftti, ^mrft, 
ctfRcvFf^ 'Q 'iJ^^’ ^f^n<r, ^^^rrR’y, irf^, 

R®f Rsr R^'.r 'q ^tfr-tff’3?ii, ^•-'i''"'^^n '2iitvjt‘=f c^gr?) ^- 

^rfki[^ ''r<?Tc5 ^ *'’ c^<tTit«rtfr, '3 c^r^ 

^rt^insr^ ^t?t-?r3^i Sc^Hrs c^»7 ? t5*i R ^^rc^tc^t^i 

^ ^??rf'4r5i ^3ft:nn wfRca ? 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, c^c*r^ lij^' ^tRfVf^C'S Eastern Frontier 

C^W<-?t, <3 5&3n^ CmH ba ^tf^ T5 'srt^ C^5- TO I 

vstTo, 

, ^TTO C*f^ I ^'41" 

c^? t!ffe blfit.^cs'*! ^ I ^iJiil^i cvolcS^f '^rtrspr 1 crot’^-Tt cw^- 

c^T^ f^tR^ ^ ^ R: ws^fRf, crtPR, 

CTOJilnft R: C^ canvass ^^^ I 

<TO®l TTt^ ^hSRr, R: ^«rHTOt^ ^fV^r 

I ^ (TO, frro, c&TO, ’tcvi 

cF^i c^.^ I ^ tour 1 

Sir, <yfV^ ^ Wtf^ ^rfSR'3^ treasury benches 

?Pnii ^srn:^ 1 c^r^t 1 5^:^ ^^ftR cTOt^^, Ri^ 

^ 5^^ CW^tT^ ^ TOtDTf^ I 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is very little time to reply to the rhetoric, I mean 
the brilliant speech of Mr. Golam Sarwar who is known to us all. He has 
directed my attention to the responsibility that I bear towards the people 
of Chittagong as I come from Chittagong. I may remind Mr. Golam Sarwar 
that Noakhali or for the matter of that the whole of th© province has got 
most of th© benefits either in emergency hospitals or in relief kitchens or 
in efficient doctors or in supply of quinine. The ipse dirits of Mr. Golam 
Sarwar that the two districts, viz., Noakhali and Chittagong have not got 
these are absolutely contrary to facts. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: On a point of order, 
Sir. i«R Rr^Jii ^ ^ — 

Mr* SPEAKER: That is no point of order. Please sit down. 
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TIM Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALAtUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Golam Sarwar is at liberty to think any way he likes. But I may 
assure him that there are no less competent persons in the Ministry to look 
after the interests of the Chittajfong Division, Watch what the Ministers 
are doing! Watch what the Party members are doing! They are not 
fools. Mr. Golam Sarwar himself was a member of our Party in Mr. Fazlul 
Huq’s time and he knows how he often used to tease the Ministers of those 
days. He has not ceased to do vso even now. There are members from the 
Chittagong Division in this House; there are also members from the 
Noakhali district. There is a Parliamentary Secretary from the Noakhali 
district. It seems that Mr. Golam Sarwar will not rest content until their 
services are done away with. I myself have got my own sense of duty. I 
owe a duty to my conscience as well. I am not a Minister of a particular 
Division; 1 am a Minister of the whole province. As soon as a person is 
chosen to be a Minister, he has got to see to the interests of the province 
as a whole. He knows how a Minister is chosen. A Minister is chosen for 
his reputation in the province and not for his reputation in his district or' 
Division. The question is this. Whether I have served the province and 
the Chittagong Division well or not, the records will show. The Noakhali 
mortality figures, when they are known, will be found to be less. The 
mortality on account of cholera epidemic is almost nil there. The other day 
we had a conference of District MagAtrates and Commissioners when we 
considered this and other questions. Provision bus been made in the district 
%{ Noakhali specially in this resf)ect and also in the matter of relief. So 
far as epidemics are concerned, emergency hospitals in Chittagong and 
Noakhali are more than in other places except in Faridpur. Mr. Golam 
Sarwar should know, after my assumption of office, that I went to Chitta- 
gong and Noakhali. I saw ])oth the areas. 1 went to Chittagong frontier 
and also to Cox’s Bazar bordering Burma. I have received com])laintH also 
from Comilla and I have looked into them. I have always looked after the 
interests of the Chittagong Division. I hope that lime is not far when 
Mr. Golam Sarwar will be sitting as a member of our Party on this side of 
the House. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI; On a point of 
information, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister is speaking. You can only 
rise on a point of order. Please sit down. 

The Hofi'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

The cut motions that have been moved are about the failure of Government 
to adequately cope with cholera, smallpox, malaria and other epidemic 
diseases; about inadequate distribution of quinine; about water supply in 
rural areas; about inefficiency of health staff; about adulteration of food- 
stuffs; about prevalence of beri-beri in the district of Birbhum ; about 
failure of Government in starting maternity homes and child welfare centres, 
etc. 

In this connection Mr. Hamilton has referred to some questions which 
are also allied to subjects that have been traversed by other members. 
Mr. Hamilton has asked Government what they have done about the 
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provincialisation of Jiealth services. This matter has been under the consi- 
deration of Government, since famine relief operations came in and our 
emergency public health measures came to be adopted for combating 
epidemics. 

I admit that there has been some deficiency or rather incompetency in 
the matter of collection of vital statistics. I may say that it is not the 
fault of the Health Department. It is on account of the fact that formerly, 
and even now, the chaukidar is the only person in the village who sends 
reports of deaths to the Union Board Presidents. He keeps a register of 
births and deaths. As we are finding difficulty, we have made a change in 
th© system. A\^e have now made Sanitary Inspectors as Registrars of 
Births and Deaths. Formerly there u.sed to he delay in supplying informa- 
tion by Presidents of Union Boards to Circle Officers and Subdi visional 
Officers and now no delay can ensue as we have appointed Sanitary Inspectors 
as Registrars. 

With regard to provincialisation of health services, it is true that it is 
necessary at present to effectively deal with the problem of rural sanitation, 
distribution of quinine, cholera and typhoid vaccines. It is essential that 
th© District Board health staff should be under ihe control of the Director 
of Public Health. So far, we have not received any complaints that the 
District Board health staff failed to be amenable^ to the orders of Govern- 
ment. For this purpose, we wanted ^o know the views of the District Board 
Chairmen. Tliey are willing to co-operate with Gf)vernTnent for the preven- 
tion of epidemics. We have issued circulars in that Indialf and we have 
also asked the Director of Public Health to keep a watch if any District 
Board fails to co-operate as required by the Civil Surgeon or by the 
Additional Director of Public Health. If there is any delinquency on the 
pari of any District Board in the matter of co-operation Avith Government 
we shall take steps to provincialise the health servit^es. 

Wiili regard to the recruitment of Doctors referred to by Mr. Hamilton, 
we are trying to improve the standard of medical education and we are also 
considering how our medical schools could be increased and improved. W© 
are trying to recruit Doctors from outside and also from other foreign 
countries. We have approached the Government of India to release I.M.S. 
officers now employed on military duty. 

With regard to the training of nur.ses, an additional centre has been 
opened at Comilla for the training of more nurses. Mr. Hamilton has made 
a statement in the House that there is a dearth of nurses in Bengal. It is 
well known. Sir, that Indian women are very slow to take to the nursing 
profession, especially women of my own community; and that is the reason 
why we have always experienced the difficulty of getting an adequate 
number of nurses for our hospitals. In our society aac cannot yet expect 
that daughters of middle class hhadralog families will come forward to be 
trained as nurses in spite of all the facilities given to them. 

Now, Sir, I shall deal with the adulteration of food and also with 
malnutrition, ~a point which has been raised by Dr. Sanyal. He has 
suggested that scientific food should be produced in Bengal in our chemical 
laboratories to supplement vitamin and other deficiencies in our ordinary 
diet. I think, Sir, it will be yery difficult to try to produce synthetic food 

.* /'Iftmniirinir for actual food of which there is 
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great ahortage at the present time. As regards adulteration of food we have 
got the Food Adulteration Act and also the Pure Food Bill which will be 
before the Legislative anvil very shortly. 

As regards the question of water-supply, on which much comment has 
been made, I may inform the House that Rs. 17,00,000 has been provided 
in the budget for rural water-supply. Sir, we have already sunk a large 
number of tube-wells and we are going to sink a large number as w’ell next 
year. 

As regards Maternity Homes in Bengal, we have got 33 or 35 Centres, 
and this question is engaging the attention of Government with a view to 
its improvement and expansion. , 

As regards the question of distribution of quinine we have made arrange- 
ments for its distribution not only to registered doctors but also to others. 
Formerly it was distribution to registered practitioners only but now it is 
available not only to unqualified doctors but also to laymen who are reliable 
and who are selected by the District Magistrate, Subdivisional Officer, or 
even by the Circle Officer. 

Sir, a complaint has been made about the dearth of vaccination for the 
prevention of cholera and sinall])()x. But, Sir, 1 can tell the House that no 
complaint has been received by us. Now every district has got plenty of 
vaccine. The local production was 54 lakhs of vaccine in 1943-44. The 
quantity of anti-cholera vaccine obtained from out.side w’as 70 lakhs, and 
the amount sanctioned was Ks. 8,75,000. The normal local production was 
20 lakhs and vaccine issued up to 20th Kebruary, 1944, was 0r),7‘{.875. And 
the inoculation perforiiH'd from 1st November, 1943, to the end of February, 
1944, was 33 lakbs. As regards smallpox vaccine, the local production for 
1943-44 was 38 lakh grains; the quantity obtained from outside \^as 20 
lakhs. The amount sanctioned therefor was Rs. 3,12.500. The normal 
local prof] ii< t Ion completed up to date was 30 lakhs and l>mpli issued uj) to 
date is 71,22,522 grains. The vaccination iK*rformed from 1st Novemher, 
1943, to 29th January, 1944, was 57| lakhs. 

It is now well know’u, Sir, that all the measures have been adopted to 
combat cholera and smallpox. I have to admit that we liave had a dearth 
of doctors but we have got thousands of Haiiitary inspectors to 
do this work. Sir, the Public Health Dci>artment has been reorganised 
and we have put one I.M.S. officer as Director of Public Health. We have 
also got a Nutrition Officer and as a post-war scheme we are contemplating 
to deal with nutrition problems and preparation of synthetic food. We are 
also thinking of how to extend medical relief. 

With the.se words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House and I hope the movers of cut motions will please see their way to 
withdraw them. 


38 — Medical. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Before I put the main demand and the cut motions 
under Puhlicf Health to vote, I think I should tell the House that cut motion 
No. 10 under Medical moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta was through 
oversight not put to the House. I propose to put that motion first. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
jRfl, 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by 
Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

39— Public Health, 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “30 — Public Health” be reduced by Es. lOU, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the bead “»39— Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 

Es. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — ^Public Health” be 

reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji, that the demand of 

Es. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 

reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 

Es. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 

Es. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 

reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Ashutosh Lahiri that the denmnd of Es. 60,10,000 
for ex]>enditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — ^Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — ^Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Patiram Eoy that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 for 
expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Es. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Es. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon^ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that 
a sum of Es. 60,10,000 l)e granted for expenditure under the head “39 — 
Public Health” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. , 

The House was then adjourned at 1-22 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 
27th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S« 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
27th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoii’ble Mr. Syed Nausheu Ali) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 197 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Proposed supply of certain essential commodities to Members of Legislative 

Assembly. 

•194. Mauivi ABDUL WAHED: {a) Will Ihe IToii’blo Minister in 
charge of the Civil Sujjplies Department be pleased to state whether (loveru- 
ment intend to sup[)ly the following commodities to all M.L.As. at eoiitrolled 
rate according to their needs, viz., kerosene oil, mustard oil, sugar, salt, 
atta, flour, soda, dal, etc.? 

(//) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of giving direc- 
tion to Supj»],\ Dflieers t(» .supply things mentioned in (a) to their local 
M.L.As. y 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to .state the reason oi this negative answer? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Dove rnment cannot diff’erentiate 
between the M.li.As. and olliers. 

Non-availability of certain food articles from the market in Pabna district 
after control. 

•195. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLA: (a) Is the lloii’hle Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department aware that — 

(.0 for about a month price of milk, fish, onion and sfime local vegetables 
has been controlled by an order of the District Magistrate of 
Pabna; and 

(ti) the above articles are not available in markets gen,erally all over the 
district and specially at the town ? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps Government propose to take in the matter? 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’bie Mr. H. S. 
•uhrtwardy): (a) (i) Yes. 

(u) There was a period when supplies were very scarce in the barars ol 
Pabna and Sirajganj though they were being sold aurreptitionaly. Am a 
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result of the general improvement in the position, it is no longer true that 
the articles in question are not available. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Matllvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this improvement took place and at what time? 

MTi ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: It is about a fortnight ago. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier Government had any control over the supply of those 
materials at that lime at l*abna? 

Mr.. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. No. This order has been issued only 
about a month ago. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why, if Government had no control over the supply of those mate- 
rials, they had issued such an order? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Because there was an excessive 
demand and prices of those ariicles were very high. Therefore Government 
thought it necessary to control the price. 

Bcarcity of salt in Bengal. 

•196. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Commerce, Labour and Industries Department aware of the present scarcity 
of salt in Bengal, specially in the district of Chittagong? 

(If) Is it a fact ^hat — 

(i) salt is available only in the black market at a price between 8 to 12 
annas uei seer; 

i^/;) one Babu Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar, B.i.., was appointed sole 
suit agent in the district of Chittagong; 

(/’?/) he is app(/iutiiig sub-agent and dealers by collecting Rs.2 from each 
candidate on account of application tonii and Us. 337-8 as 
earnest money; and 

(/f) the said agent is 3 nirchasing country salt at less than cost price 
from the producers? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(/) abolishing the agency system; 

(n) fixing up minimum pi ice for the producers and maximum price for the 
consumers; and 

(Hi) allowing unrestricted manufacture of salt at least during the period 
of war .emergency ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Bhahabuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) I have no information. 

(if) Mr. Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar has be^en appointed as contractor 
for collection of salt from cottage workers at the four salt warehouaetf 
eatabli^hed witbjn the scheduled area in the district of Chittagong. 

(«.f) I have no information. 
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(ii') Mr. Mazumdar has been auihorised to buy salt at a viinimuvi price 
of Ilfl.2 per maund. He can, therefore, pay any higher price consistently with 
his ability to sell jsalt in the market after paying the Central Excise duty at 
Re. 1-9 and Bengal Government dues at annas three per maund. No com- 
plaint has reached me that the contractor is purchasing salt at less than 
R8.2 per maund. 

(c) (i) Does not arise. 

(?') A minimum price of Rs.2 per maund for producers has already been 
fixed. The fixation of a maximum price for the consumers is not at present 
under contemplation. 

\ttii This is not permissible under the provisions of the Bengal Salt 
(Village Manufacture, Storage and Transport) Rules, 1943, promulgated by 
the Central Government but this has engaged my attention. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the allegation made in 
the question does the Ilon’ble Minister think it desirable 

Mr. SPEAKER: T1 lere is no allegation. Don’t say that please. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. In view of the 
information furnished in the (juestion does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable that there should he Mime enquiry made in the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where is the statement of fact? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In the question it is stated; “Is it 
a f<»cl that the said agent is purchasing salt at less than cost price?” 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a statcunent. You simply ask whether 
Government are prepared to hold an enquiry. Don t say allegation or 
informal ion jilea^e. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. Does t)ie Hon’hle 
Minister think it desirable to make an empiirN into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 will refer the honoumhle 
member to my answer {fi){ir) beginning from “No coiiqilaiut has reached 
me that the contractor is purchasing salt at less than Rs, 2 per maund’*. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the abnormal rise in the 
price of .salt prevailing ill dift'ereiit districts, does not the Government 
consider the de.sirdhility of fixing the Tiiaxiinum price for the consumers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have already explained 
that at the present moment on accxmnl of various difficulties the question of 
the fixation of the maximum price has not been exmsidered. 

Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: With reference to aiuswer has the 

Government of Bengal moved the Central Government for unres*tricted 
manufacture of «alt in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I explained in 

answering another question on a previous occasion on this subject that at 
the present moment the position i.s that the Government of India have given 
permission for the manufacture of salt on a commercial basis provided 
sbrrangements are made to take salt to the warehouses wheve the excise duty 
can be collected. 



QUESTIONS. 


[27th March, 


m 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased k> skiie wlien Babu Iliinaugshu Bimal Mazumdar was appointed as 
a contractor? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABU0DIN: It is difficult for me to 
give the exact dale, but I think it is within six months. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state wliat are the terms of the contract entered into with this Babu 
Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as I remember I 
can say willioiit going into details that terms are that he will have to pay 
Rs. 2 as the minimum price for salt to the actual producer. It will be 
collected in the wareho^ises and before it is sold out Government of India 
excise duty and the Government of Bengal due of three annas will be 
deducted, and then he «ni sell it out. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the llon^de Minister be pleased 
to state what progress has been possible by now for him to establish the 
salt godowns as has l)een stated by him in answer to a question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As I siiid on another 
occasion, I am spwiking from memory again, 1 think five warelioiises have 
been estiiblished in tlie disiricd of Midnapore, two in 24-Parganas and four 
in (vlntbigofig wand, as 1 H4iid, collections in the Mirlna|H)re and the 24- 
Parganas districts were not very satisfactory but my rejort now is that the 
collection in tfie (Miittagong warehouses which have started work recently 
is very satisfactory. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Jlon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
whether there is s(‘.areiiy of sail in the districts of Nouh Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I would refer the honour- 
able mem her to my answer (n). 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Ilon’lde Minister be ple^^ased to state if it 
is to he assumed from his answer (c)(//) that the retail prices of salt will 
be allowed to scxir to any height ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Certainly not. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA; Will the lion’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the contractor has been authorised to collect salt 
from every jiart of the district of ('hilUigong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I suppose so. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RA1L: Will the Ilou'ble Minister be pleased 
to s tate whether the price of lls. 2 per maund is not too low for persons who 
prepa re salt? 

They Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: May I dmw the honour- 
able m€ibv.;ber’s attention to the fact that lls. 2 is the minimum price. 

8]. NaWnDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: ^ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to siWte what is the price at which Government will buy salt from 
this oontractoK? 

The Hon’bli\Mr« Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There is no arrangement 
that Government ^'ill buy any salt from the contractor. 
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Deputy Labour Commissiofier. 

M9T. Mr. DHIRIENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Will the Han’ble 

Minister in charge of the (•omnierce anj I. a hour Department be pleased to 
state the names of officers who held the {>ost of Deputy Labour Commissioner 
since it w’as created? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The names are : (1) Khan 
Bahadur S. A. E. B. Murshedi, (2) Maulvi Abu Talib and (3) Maulvi 
K. M. Azad. 

Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRI: Will the IlonMde Minister be pleased to 
state the method by which this officer is recruited? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as Khan Bahadur 
S. A. K. B. Murshedi is concerned when he was first apix)inted, I under- 
stand from the file, he was a])pointed by selection, and his apjmintinent was 
not made through the Putdie Service C<»inmission. 

8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will tlie Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state why no non-Muslim has been appointed to this post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There is no (juestion of 
any non-Muslim being ex( hided. Khan Jhihadur Murshedi w^as first 
apfMjinted as Depot v ( 'ommissianer and the other two were Assistant 
Commissioners. Wlien Khan Bahadur Mursiiedi went h) another jilace^ 
the seiiioi Assist ant ( omm i>si<)nei , Maulvi Abu Talib was apfwiinled to 
officiate as l)e])ul\ liuhour ( *oinm issiuner. After Maulvi Aim Talib had 
taken up another afijniintimuit MauUi K. M. Azad, the st'iond man in the 
chain lias been aj»[»uiiiied to officiate as Dijmly Commissioner of haliour. 

, Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRI; Will the Ilon’hle Minister he ph^ised to 
state who is the m'xt man in lank U) Maulvi K. M. A/ad who is now acting 
as i)e])u1y lailmur ( \)mmi>Mon(‘r ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tliat que.slion (hies not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Prayer for opening control shops at every village of Chanitibarpur Union. 

94. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Will the llon’hle Miuistei in charge of 
the Civil Sii[)plies De[>aitmeiit he pleased to state whether it is u fact that — 
(t) there is famine in the Chundiharpur I nion, iiolice-station Narail, 
district Jessore ; 

(it) aus crop, the main crop of the year, have failed in the said Union; 

(m) the villagers of the said Union sent a memorial to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal through the IHstrict Magistrate of Jessore 
and Suhdivisional Officer, Nnrail, on 12th September, 1943, pray- 
ing for relief and opening control shops at ©very village in the 
, said Union; and 

(tr) the help and relief given by Government have been dietrihuted 
amongst the party men of the President of the Chandibarpur 
Union Board? ^ 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
fbe pleased to state whether Government intend to take any steps in the 
matter ? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr, H. S. Suhrawardy) : (a) ( i) (//) and (iv) No. 

(iii) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the fate of this application referred to in (a) (iii)? 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I want notice. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

40 — Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, on the reooinmendaiion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg’ to move 
that a sum of Us. 1,29,51,000 be g^ranted lor expenditure under the head 
*‘40 — Affi'iculture”. 

I reserve my observations till after the cut motions are moved. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: Sir, may I move the motion standing in the 
name of Mr. Giasuddin Alimed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. l,29,5l,0(K) for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 1(K), 

] move this motion to raise a discussion about the necessity for free 
distribution of manure, seeds among the cultivators and cattle among those 
cultivators who have sold their cattle in the time of distress. 

^Tt^, wt c^: a 

^00 i’t^i 'C\ 'SK 

^ ^ ^ 

^^3^ ctru-m Ftff i 

trtll bd I 3p:<Tt f^lRi I ’^rfw- 

*tt3r ?fT?i ^00 frtn i ^ 

^’^eVs I ''StOTT I fV^ 

^5rf^3P5 <tT TOT 

«KT 1 ^ <tflvr?roW ^rftjnstr 

^ 

^ir5t< TOit:^, ’TTO, tR ^ tot c^rn* 

^ ^ ^ ^ iR ^st^r^T «tTfl ^fNPtit Tr5i*tii 
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’'*fTf^ Cl“?(?i C^tC^ '3 "^ffgTf <JtC^ <i<l7fl CvfC^ 

*rrft wmt^ w^j i (7\ ^ 

Ktv^ f\^ c^ ^vq I ?f%r^ irf=T- 

c=m ^<1 ^ 1% ij^jR cvrc^ (Rtc?n <m?R fr^ ^c?, ^(it 

W^ f% (P\ C\3C<f^C'ff*( ? ^^?prt^ blCH bt’f] t'f ^ ^ 'srf^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I be^ to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,01,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Apfriculture'' be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about Government’s betrayal of 
the interests of the province and its agriculturists — 

(1) by driving an undertaking to the Government of India to have jute 

produced in the next season in full eight annas of the total jute 

acreage, 

(2) by agreeing to the raw jute prices as fixed by the Government of 

India, and 

(3) by not ensuring a fair and economical price of raw jute to its 

growers. 

I beg also to move tliat the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about the absence ol a well-conceived plan for the “Grow More 
Food” campaign and wastage oi public money. 

Sir, the one ini}>ortant nu‘4isuie that the t^ountry has got to adopt to 
tjK’kle the food crisis which has o\ortaken it is to grow more biod within 
its bojflei^ It cannot possibly depend on supply from outside for all time 
to come, and in order to glow more f<K)d the Government have to carry on a 
w’ell-pbi 1110(1 “Glow More Food” CHimpaign. But to our mislOrtune, the 
onl\ kind of “Glow More Food” campaign that tliis Govmnnient have 
caiiied on so far has been limited to jiasting a few plamrds in the i‘ity walls 
and ])iiblishing a few notices in gentlemen’s newspapers. 1 wonder if the 
Government intended that more food should be grown on tlie streets of 
Calcutta, Dacca ami other district towns. The result achieved by this 
*‘Grow More IVmd” campaign is practimlly nil. Gn the Government’s own 
admission, as disclosed by the Ilon’ble Agrictulture Minister’s reply to a 
question the other day, only 8 lakh ac-res out of almut 38 lakh acres of 
cultivable waste land in this province have been brought under the plough. 
It is a very small and p(K)r achievement of which this Governmiuit or any 
othei Goviunment ought to be ashamed. And to add to the shame of the 
Government, they have agreed, as I have pointed out in my motion, to the 
Government of India’s proixisjil to have jute produced in the next season in 
full eight annas of the total jute acreage. In other words they have not 
only failed to extend cultivation by bringing more and more cultivable waste 
lands under the plough, but they have also allowed more and more lands 
on which f<x)d crops might be produced to go under jute cultivation. 

Let me now oome to intensive cultivation. I have shown that Govern- 
ment have failed to extend cultivation. One might think that Govern- 
ment would do its best to produce two bushels where formerly one bushel 
.was produced on the same plot of land. In order to grow more food on the 
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«ame plot of laud several measures have got to be adopted. First, irriga- 
tional facilities should be increased but, at a glance at the Government 
record we find that Government have p^-actically done nothing during the 
year in this direction ' 

Mft A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. I may draw' your atten- 
tion to rule d9. Has not the question of jute acreage and maximum price 
for jute been already discussed in this session by motions already moved by 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If this is a matter on which once a decision has been 
taken, then it cannot be discussed in the same session. But has there been 
any decision on this point? I think, not. Therefore it is in order. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Now', Sir, I have said that Government 
have really introduced no irrigational facilities for improving agriculture. 
The Government have also introduced no manure facilities. No attempt has 
been made to preserve cowdung as lias been done in similar circumstances in 
all otlim- count lies for making and supplying comimsts. This might be done 
by supplying the people with some alternative fuel. 

Coming to seed supply. Government have admitted that they have 
supplied very little .seed to the agriculturists and the little that has been 
supplied was supplied after the sowing season w'as over and most of the 
seed.s sujiplied did not germinate. This surely cannot he calleil an 
achievement. 

Ne\l coiiM's I lie question of preservation of cattle. Except that Govern- 
ment a^siiri'il Us that the,\ would insist on ol»srrv;il ion of one meatless 

da\ Ml a week. i!ie\ have dom* nothing U> prevent decimation <d t'attle that 
has heeii taking place lor military purjKises. 

Lastly, nolliing has been done to stop the decimation of agricultural 
po{)u lai loii. .No steps liu\e he<‘n takim to lestore health, energy and vitality 
(d I lie I imiiie-st 1 ickeii and ilisease-sti icken agi icul I m ists b\ sujipl ving 
necessai> food aii<l uK'iiieitu* to them in times id dire di>liess. in one wind. 
Sir, (ii>\ei ameiil have done no.hiiig to helj) grow more )<hk 1 in the province 
to nii't'l the food ciisis that has overUiken us today. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Hs. l/dll.al ,0(H) for expenditure under the head “4(1 — Agriculture” 
be reduced by Bs. 1(K). 

Mr. Sfieaker, Sir, the sjieakers who liave preceded me have touched 
some of the points which 1 inteiidiol to discuss by this I'ut motion of mine 
wlii(’h is to discuss the failure to supply seeds in time and in necessary 
quantities and of the proper quality. 

Sir, on account of the acute distre.ss which prevails throughout the 
province it is a very well-know'n fact that the cultivators and farmers had 
to consume the paddy which was meant to be utilised for seed. 'J’herefore, 
the question of supply of seed has become a more difficult and a more 
stupendous task wdiiciv lias got to be tackled by Government. What is 
happening is that even when some supply of seeds is arranged that is done 
|K)t in time. Therefore, I would impress upon the Hon’ hie Minister in 
charge of the Department to see that arrangements are made to make seeds 
available to .those wh^^ need them in proper time, because seeds supplied 
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after the cultivation season is over only mearis expense to Government and 
no advantage to the cultivators and farmers. 

Jn the next place, as I have already mentioned, a larger quantity of seed 
is necessary than was required before this acute situation aixise. How is 
Government going to arrange for this extra supply? So far as I know 
Government depends upon purcliase from other phices, but may I point out 
to the Government that the agricultural farms under the Government ought 
mainly to engage themselves in raising crops which will supply seeds. 

Sir, I should also suggest that many more demonstration plots in 
dift’erent areas ought to be utilised for the purpose of niising crops for the 
purpose of demonstration as also for the supply of seeds. There is a 
distinct advantage in getting .seeds giown on the agricultural farms or 
demonstration plots because those seeds are advantageous to the cultivators 
as they are acclimatized. When you get seeds from a different province 
where soil conditit)n8 differ, those seeds do not germinate in the way good 
quality seeds obtained in the locality are expected to do. 

Sir, we also know that seeds of proper quality should he supplied. Our 
attempts either in order to make “Grow More Food'* campaign succeed or 
in order to provide the barest necessities require that we should he able to 
supply seeds of a better (piality which will give better yield and for this 
purpose 1 think the Agriculture Department should devote its utmost 
energy to see through this very important matter which is at the root of 
the success of the “Grow More Food” campaign of providing for the necea- 
sariea of life. 

Sir, I strongly commend that the Minister of Agriculture will look to 
these points and do the needful. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
•Ra. 1,29.5^,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the Government in “Grow More Food” campaign. 

(TCI m wm ^ cjt i 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

5t^, sjtJT t>tt, ^ ^ m 5^51, m m 

=ftW5 1 ^ ^ grow more food campaign ?ri 

m ^1, ^ m 5i»t^lrar-5y5Ti:? 

-stfcsr I 

*iMi GTfi? o C'^lF) 8^ F8 | 

"1^7 ^ < c^tPl oa i ^jF^rc^nr 

^ 680 

?rr^i ^ ^775 ^lTu?r ! ’'=^c«r 4 ^ 

WC^ -iS TOI ^ I fiTll c^TFn wrm ^ 

efpj nlwtir i ?twr4 ^ <7f^ 
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2f«t <ft^ l Grow more food campaign 

^ <i)^ ^ (?r8^i i 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ra. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Ra. 100. 1 move thia motion in order to raise a discussion about 

wasting public money by creation of p new department under the Agricul- 
tural Development Commissioner. 

Sir, a high judicial officer is reported to have stated that the “Grow 
More Fw)d” campaign of the Bengal Government is in reality a “Grow 
More Officers” campaign. Sir, if any instance is needed in justification of 
this assertion, we will find one in the policy adopted by the Agricultural 
Department. Sir, an entirely new depiirthient has been created which has 
been called Agricultural Development Department and which has been 
placed under a newly created po.st called Agricultural Development Commis- 
sioner. In every district an Agricultural Development Officer has been 
appointed. T'Jaturally, these officers will be assisted by an army of assist- 
ants and clerks and thus a parallel organis4ition is being set up throughout 
the proviiKje. Tlie object of this new^ move is to help the “Grow More Food” 
campaigji, by bringing more fallow' lands umler cultivation and hy executing 
small irrigation projects calculated to help more production of f<H)d crops. 

Sir, 1 happened to meet, in coui^e of my tmvel in North Bengal, one 
such officer who was going to join his new duties and my talks w’ith him 
left me in no doubt tliat the whole scheme has been conceived in haste and 
in a superficial manner and lacked a (realistic appri)ach to the problem, in 
consequence of which the money sivnctioned for the purpose is more likely 
to bcv wasted than to yield any Uingible result in immediate future. 

Sir, these new' officials will natumlly take a considerable time in study- 
ing the gCMjgniphy of the distiict and in acijuiring a proper grasp of th# 
actual worlv to be done. The District Agricultural Officers, who’ have spent 
long ywirs in the district and have got iletailed exjierience <tf the conditions 
prevailing in various parts of the distri(*t are in a better position to t;ike 
up this W'ork and to produce (luick results hut they have been left out of 
the scheme. The new Agricultural Development Officers, Sir, will hav'e no 
possibility of utilising the experience of these Agricultural Officers, and I 
feel, Sir, that this duplication of work wdll delay rather than accelerate the 
execution of the schemes with wdiich they have been specifically entrusted. 

Sir, next to the District Agricultural Officer there is the Circle Officer, 
the Jute Regulation Officer, and the District Board Engineer and the Dis- 
trict Health Officer whose knowledge and experience of the rural areas in a 
district can be of invaluable help to the new' Development Officers, but no 
machinery has as yet been devised to ensure the active co-operation of these 
officials with this new department. This w'ill inevitably lead to delay and 
frustration. 

Sir, these District Development Officers are expected to bring more 
fallow' lands under cultivation, but how are they to do it ? The execution 
of merely a few small irrigation projects in a district cannot be expected to 
yield any sutstantial results. Sir, it shows the Government itself has got 
a very hazy notion about the obstacles that stand in the way. Sir, I know* 
that in the Sadar subdivision of the Pabna district, in the Natore subdivision 
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of the Rajshahi district and in the Ranaghat subdivision of the Nadia dis- 
trict extensive tracts of lands several miles at a stretch are lying uncultivated 
mainly for two reasons. The scourge of malaria has (]e]X)pulated these 
areas and cultivators are difficult to gel. Secondly, these are high landa 
and no water is available. Sir, unless these two factors are effectively dealt 
with, there can be no improvement in the situation. Sir, in North and 
Eastern Bengal there are no irrigation canals whatsoever and unless large 
scale irrigation works are undertaken it is futile to think of bringing fresh 
lands under cultivation. 

Sir, I don’t understand how is the creation of this new department going 
to solve these two problems on the soluthm ol which alone the efficacy of 
the “Grow More Food” campaign depends. J feel, Sir, il is not within the 
powers of the District Development Officers to help solution of these prob- 
lems. These are essentially matters for Ihiblic Health Depiirtment and 
Irrigation Department to tackle. Sir, it .shows that the Government is not 
really in earnest about the “Grow More Food” campaign. It is merely 
tinkering with the problem. 

Sir, the llon’ble Minister for Agriculture a few days ago said that about 
eight lakhs acres of fallow lands have been brought under cultivation out 
of a total estimat(‘d fallow land (»f d7 lakhs and L’o thousand acn‘s, as a 
result of Government efforts. Sjt, 1 must say that these statistics cannot l>e 
relied upon and 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to place before the House 
detailed figures, district by district, so that we can verify how far these 
figures are correct. From my personal knowledge of the tliree districts I 
have referred to before, I can say that no fallow larnls w'hat.soever liave 
been brought under cultivation. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat. ) 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED S Mr. Speaker, Sir, I he^ to move lluit the demand 
of Rs. 1 ,')] ,000 for expenditure under (he head “40 -Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I mo\e this to laise a di.seiis.sion alKuit tlie mischief 
done to the agriculturist.s hy fixing maximum an<l minimum pricc.s of jute. 

^ 

I (TT^ ^ I 

^ CTTa ^ I ^ 

I ^ ^ \a\\oo\ i 

^ 3jcf froi, wrmi 

co\ ^oo\ ^ fir^r i ^ 

^HTT cTv w’f c'fiCl c.4'lUl {►tn efhs 

^ i '®rtw c*H 

TT® ITGI I ^ ITT 'iJ’-ffyotC’T I (Tri? 

wAl i ^ 

^ (TFtf ^ stTo I ’ItsTR 

lo f*rni TOT ^ c^ZH gfs i 'snr; 
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tpsTflrs C5h i c?jt^ Ftsrffr ^ 

f5i?5TtOT ftcw? of-rc^ Tfi ^ ’pr? 

Hfe ^'STT'S IJPr C'^C^ 'oT^^C^ iT’VI ’BRJ 

fipm ^frs c^ fi'nic?? ror ^ ^^ynr ^ 

<4ismr 5rfv‘?it^ ^ ^C3 ?? ^vs^mimi ^fi& <ltt^ i 

c^ 7 ^^"^ *f^ ^'\\ ^ dc< fin? ^5tfk*nr 

7p/^l 7c^i ^51 ^rTf%^ »rv3T?Tr^ ^rs? iim «rt 

^ I n\ivs fetn 'fc? ^ ^ TOT 

c^“t *ti:=!r f%3Ri tot c^ c^'q^] i 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Rh. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” he reduced by Its. 100. I move this to raise a discussion 
about the jwlicy of “Grow More Food” campaign. ^ 

Sir, the “Grow More Food” campaign i.s certainly a very laudable idea 
and it has been launched to minimise the deficiency of food in the province 
by bringing more waste and fallow lands unfler^ cultivation and increasing 
the outturn of produce from lands already under cultivation. In order to 
bring more waste land under cultivation, extensive irrigation works, 
res usci tilt ion of dead and dying rivers, flushing, drainage and colonisation of 
labour in depopulated and sparsely populated areas are necessary. Let us 
now see, Sir, what Government has done or is going to do in this respect. 
I have carefully gone through the pages of the budget and I have found 
that no provision has been made for bringing waste land under cultivation. 
The Hon’ble Minister has only created a new department of agriculture, 
namely, the Development Commissioner’s Department and appointed a large 
number of officers. I do not know how this multiplication of officers in 
this new branch wdll bring waste and fallow lands under cultivation. Is it 
the policy of Government that the Development Commissioner will bring 
all those lands under cultivation without any real thing being done? This is 
simply an appendage to the Agriculture Department. There is no dearth 
of officers, highly qualified with expert knowledge. Those officers could 
have been entrusted with the task by the Hon’ble Minister to bring the 
waste lands under cultivation. This new extension of the Agriculture 
Department will serve no useful purpose but it will simply be a drain on 
public money. 

I Let us take the other side regarding greater outturn from the land 
already under cultivation. Mere distribution of seeds and manure cannot 
lead to greater output or outturn. In the rural area one section of labour 
has gone to war service, another section of labour has paid a heavj toll 
during the last famine and the 3rd section is groiining under the attack of 
malaria and moving on with enlarged spleen and liver. Plough cattle has 
been sold away during the period of acutd famine due to pinch of starvation. 
In East Bengal oattle epidemic has caused great havoc. There is no provL 
flion in the budget for replenishing labour and plough cattle. The question 
of plough cattle and labour should come first and then -comes the question 
of seeds and manure. Rs. 6 lakhs has been provided for manure and I 
submit. Sir. that this would be simply wasted for procurinar oowdunir and 
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ia iaOt the money will be totally misappiopriated. Similarly the allotniieat 
lor seeds will be misspent and misappropriated. 

(At this stage the honourable member having reached the time-limil 
resumed his seat.) 

Maharaja 8RI8HCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
«40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about absence of long-term 
planning for agricultural impruvemeut. 

Throughout the diverse items accounting for the estimates under the 
head “40 — Agriculture”, I have searched in vain for any comprehensive 
planning of agricultural improvement, devised with the urgency and serious- 
ness of a war-time measure. In Bengal we are presented tetlay with the 
colossal problems of food, famine and agricultural backwardness, and if, 
even after the terrible lessons of the last year, we are now treated with the 
usual routine and leisurely provisions, the position is hardly likely to inspire 
any confidence. As we know, last year the bounty of nature came to our 
rescue and helped us in Bengal to tide over anyhow. Obviously it will be 
the height of inipeudence to depend on Province to come to our rescue, 
every time a food crisis threatens us. 

Sir, will the Goveriimeui realise that the solution to the problem does 
not lie in merely having a rigid system of controlled distribution o( food- 
stuffs throughout Bengal. does it lie in approaching the rest of India 

with a begging bowl. We shall have to realise that Bengal can he self- 
sutficient and even a surplus picvince once again, if of course we frame our 
programme of agricultural improvement along the right tracks and with the 
necessary <letermination and firmness. 

Sir, almost all the meml>ers of the United Nations have token up a 
“Victory harm ]*roduction” campaign as an e.s.sential item in tbe movement 
for victory. Their programmes include not merely short-term measures, 
but also long-term phiuning and what is more important the short-term 
measures are so framed as to he ancillary to the main lines in which long- 
term plans have been framed. Tbe rc^ult is a great filli]> to the war-time 
production of f<K>d and a systematic developmoni of “Dynamic Agriculturo” 
— an agriculture which utilises to the full all the aids that science can place 
at their disposal. Even the sister provinces of India notably (he Punjab, 
Sind and the United Provinces are marching ahead with their schemes of 
agricultural improvement, and as we know, they are feeding us in Bengal 
today. 

Sir, how are we moving in Bengal? The other day I put a very simple 
question to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture. I wanted him 
to supply the figures relating to the total ar<*a of hinds classified as “fallow” 
and “cultiirable wastes other than fallow”, and the areas of such hinds 
brought under effective cultivation under the “Grow More Drive”. As 
regards the former he submitted s<jme figures which on his own admis.sion 
are mere guess-works; as regards the areas brought under effective culti- 
vation the reply is really interesting, which states tliat “The information 
is not readily available and ciiniiot he collected except by making an en(|uiry 
which will involve an expenditure of time, money and labour which will 
not be commensurate with the benefit likely to be achieved”, 
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Sir, tliuA we get a sample of how the Government takes up its respcmsi* 
bility in this matter of the '^Grow More Food” campaign. The Govern* 
ment spends money on the ^'Grow More Food” campaign, because they have 
been asked to do so by the India Government, or probably because it is the 
latest fashion. A war is on and yop must spend ! The Government do not 
feel any need to watch the results of the spending, whether the results 
achieved are commensurate with the amount of money spent. Is it not 
really deplorable that even at this fifth year of the war, we in Bengal do not 
have any dependable agricultural statistics, which constitute the only 
measure of framing plans and enforcing responsibility ? 

Sir, we know that it is futile to look for any long range plans for agri- 
cultural betterment to take shape immediately. But we can at least have 
the beginnings or interim short-term measures which can be intelligently 
linked uj) later on in the lines of the main policy. There are for examples, 
the broad aspects of irrigation, rural credit, and scientific agriculture, and 
the collection of agricultural statistics and data. The need is there to have 
a central plan of co-ordination and control and a periodic programme of 
increased farm production. We are as yet in the dark about having any 
such agricultural planning in Bengal. Yet there is hardly any other way 
of solving our problems of food and famine; unless the activities of the 
Government have been paralysed by the storms and stresses of the present 
abnormal situation, I think that our Government must have a long-term 
plan covering the important items of agricultural production. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
<<40 — Agriculture” be reduced by lls. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about huge forest area lying in 
Chittagong district which is no longer required for forest purpose not being 
reclaimed for growing food crops in spite of the application made by the 
cultivators of the locality, 

^ move I 

I ^ Ct 

<ft?r*rjTT i 

snFT I 

I 

^ ^ ^ i (I>r. Abdul 

Motalkb Mauk : ^ I ) 

I Forest Bepartmentii^ ; 

^ income ^ | ^ 

fro ^ ^ ^ <7r 

fitror 

vfj^ arft ^rttu5 i” ^8 «pr c?rt^ ^ 

TO 4^’ ^ CS^ C^rtOTT ^ ^StartWr case recommend 

TOR, fTB Foreal Department 
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^ T' 4^t5 f Mtn 

c^ wft ^ ^ firo ?rTf«r ^ m] ^c?t ^iffjr^ ^ 

*l!r» C5ft^t?i ? ^trni^ ft%5 csi ^ <ii^ ^ ^ 

«rf^ ’tm c^ S^'s ^ 1 C5fm^ ^ (tt ^ .^’s c^Ji 

irran «ri? is f g t cs 

c^ "rnTt S*:.^ ^Ffircrop ^ i cBm ?7Tfwc|fe ^1 ^^ftr^T#^ firr^" ■Rrc^r Tstn 

Forest Forest fTO ^ 

(ij^ »rHr¥ ^U5'tv^nr4’ ^Fftrsf^ 5Tc^ 'ii^ tftiir 

w^ ftrPrro ?rf% 1 (Tifei "srfiT i 

<tPF tfrsiRR I 4 wf ^ 's ^*ff5>, fV^ -5f^«r''irjr«^}? 

CBr^n ^ ^Ttf% <'|iltC*{ war tonevij (TRITR 

^ ^3 ^ ^rmi Tfifcsc^ ^ I ^ «rtP( 5t?Nf ^rfiR %r, 

JR Jrf%?i c^, ^ :)8ff -sf^'s ^ c'^TCf I i?Rn ft^t'3 '>f?p ^i Jrft^ (TRttH 
irfiR ^ I tsR 00180 ^], f^rcv^ 4ij:h 5im 

f^TTBR ^3irt? <KT C7\ ^ piTOR 

^ -mrs (7T ^ I ^ ^ ^ ^srmc^tR 

(RtarR ^ c<PC5i Jit^i vfi^RR wi 

GTtBR I 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I heg to 
move that the demand of Its. 1,29,51,000 for expeiuliture under the head 
*‘40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Its. 100. I move thi.K molion, Sir, with 
a view to raising a discussion about the wasteful expenditure on that 
account. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the other day when I was hearing Mr. Walker 
reading out his fine speech in connection with the budget of the Fishery 
Department and putting forward a plea for the expansion of, that is more 
appointments in, that department, I was wondering whether or not the 
speech had been drafted by the Director of Fisheries, Bengal. I shall be 
glad to hear that it was not so but there can be no doubt that Dr. Hora’a 
articles on Paddy Cultivation and Fish Culture, published in “Indian 
Farming” of April and May, 1943, contributed much of the material of 
the speech. It is somewhat curious indeed that Fishery here is deemed 
to have more affinity with Industries than with Agriculture although Live- 
stock and Animal husbandry are deemed to be sufficiently related to it. 

Now, Sir, one of the departments that have chosen to feed fat on the 
carrions le{t by the famine and to prosper in the unprecedented adversity 
that has overtaken this province is Agriculture. “Agriculture” and 
“Extraordinary Charges” and “Famine” have chosen to share between 
them the loot that is going on the expenditure side of our budget. Apart 
from extravagance in the name of “allowances,” “contingencies,” and “job- 
work” they have brought into existence an army of officers which some 
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4iiink may be superior in number to tbe victorious army of Russia. Yet wbat 
ft debacle, defeat, disaster was not suffered through famine, that is, failure 
of food crops last year. 

Mr. Kennedy of the European group tabled a question enquiring about 
the area of cultivable waste land and how much of it could be brought 
under food crops. For the area he need not have troubled his friend, the 
Hon’ble Minister. He could have found the total area of such land from 
Tables I and II of the Agricultural Statistics published by the Government 
and should not have allowed his friend an opportunity to understate the 
area of such land. However the answ^er has brought out one thing, namely, 
that even now the Minister in charge is unaware how much of such land 
can be brought under food crops. Yet, we must assume, in the opinion 
of Mr. Kennedy and his group, that the Ministry is applying its mind to 
the question of rehabilitation. Who does not know, Sir, that the landless 
labourers have suffered most during the famine? And what can be more 
urgent than to find lands for smdi of them as are still alive? Why then 
the agricultural conquest of cultivable waste could not be attempted and 
furthered on the assumption that most of such lands could be brought under 
the plough and why the Hon’ble Minister, unless he had chosen merely to 
enjoy his gadi, could not have come out with a statement of the increased 
area sown in the current year or proposed to be sown in the next year, if 
the Ministry had an idea of extending the area under food crops or of 
rehabilitation of the landless? 


Sir, the departmental figures of waste and cultivated lands for the years 
1937 and 1942 appear as follows from the ofticud agricultural statistics: — 



1937 

Acres. 

1942 

Acres. 

Total area of the Province as ascertained 
by professional survey. 

49,254,596 

50,373,332 

Less — 

1. Forest 

2. Not available for cultivation 

4,455,316 

9,692,231 

4,612,832 

9,601,141 

3. Culturable waste other than fallow . . 

4. Current fallow 

.5, 949,806 
4,690,883 

6,052,987 

4,618,072 


10,640,749 

10,671, ''59 

Net area shown 

24,466,300 

25,488,300 


It will be seen therefore that the increase in the net area sown between 
1937 and 1942 up to which statistics are available is less than the increase 
in the net total area and is therefore illusory and that there is no decrease, 
in some increase, in the total area of culturable waste and current 
Assuming that the increase in the sown area is real and not 
apparent, that is, due to the correction of past mistake, how does it stand 
in comparison with the other countries at war? In an article contributed 
by. Sir John EuwU, Director of Bothams toad Experimental Station, Herts 
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(SAffiand), it appears that — I am quoting — “In peace-time the Fnited! 
Ringdom had 13 million acres of arable land and 19 million acres of 
permanent grass. At mid-MaVch, 1942, Mr. Hudson informed us the figures 
were reversed and there soon would be 19 million acres of arable land. 
The additional 6 million acres had gone into a variety of crops; oats had 
taken about 1^ million, the wheat acreage had been increased by more 
than 550,000 acres and the potato crop by more than 300,000 acres over 
the peace-time acreage of I G million of wheat and 700,000 of potatoes. 
Vegetables also increased from 25 million tons in 1938 to 4 million tons; 
sugar beet, it was hoped, would be raised by 00,000 acres to 405,000 which 
was all the existing factories could cope with”. Sir, could we, who w^ere 
drawn into the war togetlier with the United Kingdom, bring G million 
additional acres under the plough here as they did in England between late 
1939 and early 1942, the catastrophe of 1943 could have to a great extent 
been averted. But, nothing can be more unfortunate than to find our Agri- 
cultural Department still unprepared to extend the area of cultivation in a 
province of which only about 50 per cent, stands cultivated. It is said they 
stand for promoting intensive cultivation. But what is the provision for 
extending the facilities of manure? Six lakhs only against a provision of 
44 lakhs for job work ! Ammonia sulphate cannot be produced in large 
quantities on short notice. True, but where is the provision for adequate 
supply of green manure and composts. The fanfare with which the water- 
hyacinth Act was passed not long ago held out the hope not only of its 
eradication ])iit of the supply of a cheap manure from its ashes. That it 
yet an unrealised hope. Yet, intensive production is talked of glibly 
because exaggerated and unverifiable claims can be made with impunity. 

The host illustration of the failure of the Agriculture Department to 
grow more food is fnrnishe<l by the tragic history of the sugarcane in 
Bengal. India outside Ihmgal has turned from an importer to an exporter 
of sugar in course of a few years. But Bengal remains a large importer 
and dependent on outside supply. It was said in the (Jovernment resolu- 
tion on the Report of the Department of Agriculture for the year 1935-3G: — 
“That the value of sugarcane as a revenue <‘rop has been recognised 
by the cultivator wduJd he apparent from the fact that the area 
under the crop increa.sed from 27G,<)0() acres to 325,000 acres during 
the year, of wliieli 244,000 acres were reported to he under Co. 213 
During the year 19,072,000 of Co, 213 eiittings were distributed.” 

That was in 1935-3G. 

In the next year it was further announced by the Special Officer in bU 
report for the year 193G-37 that the total area under sugarcane has increaned 
to 354,800 acres. In course of five years, notwithstanding all expenditure 
on research, special officer’s and mycologist’s activities, the depart nfental 
report for 1941-42, the latest available in the Assembly Tiibrury, says: — 

*Tbe total area planted is estimated at 313,900 acres this year a« 
against 331,100 acres last year. The average outturn has been 
worked out at 77 per cent, of the normal as against 81 per cent, 
last year. The gross outturn of the province has been estimated 
at 4,795,000 tons as against 5,320,000 tons last yea!r.“ 
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i^Tiker it is observed: — 

**The following points have emerged out of the work and observations 
on sugarcane: — 

(a) That Co. 2L3 has outlived its popularity. The cultivators are 
reluctant to continue its growing. It has been found to be 
specially susceptible to the fungus disease red-rot. It is being 
replaced by the variety Co. 421. 

(h) That the fungus disease red-rot has taken a firm foothold in 
Bengal. It has been reported from almost every district in 
Bengal. Another menace to sugarcane cultivation is the 
alarming spread of the borers specially in the districts in 
North Bengal.” 

Sir, such is the achievement of our Agriculture Department manned with 
Special Officers, Mycologist, Entomologist, Chemist, Director and Assistant 
Directors appointed according to all the points of the compass. Well may 
it be said in a poetic vein : Wasteful, unproductive extravagance, thy name 
is the Agriculture Department of the Government of Bengal ! 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”40 — 
Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise 
a discussion about the callous indifference of the Government of the country, 
want of policy and planned programme to increase the productoin, mere 
red-tapisrn and no organised activities and want of contact with the masses. 

Sir, it is a fact that the Government of Bengal have been maintaining 
the Department of Agriculture since a pretty long time and several crores 
of good money of the tax-payer have been spent for the purpose. The tax- 
payer has got every right to demand of the Government to tell the people 
what benefits they have obtained in return for the huge sums of money spent 
•o far for maintaining the department from year to year. 

Sir, this province is a deficit province in the matter of foodgrains, parti- 
cularly rice, the staple food crop of the Bengalees. From the figures avail- 
able since 1901, it appears that production has not increased to any 
appreciable extent although the population has increased by millions and 
the pressure on land has increased many times more with the growth of 
the population. 

The Government of the country has got no crop policy nor any planned 
programme to tackle one of the most vital problems affecting the welfare 
of the province, viz., the increase of production so as to make the province 
self-supporting at least in the matter of her food requirements. Whatever 
produce is being raised on land by agricultural operations from year to year 
is solely due to the efforts of the illiterate cultivator with his primitive 
methods with which he is acquainted. 

The callous indifference and culpable negligence on the part of the 
Governmeat hud its effect upon the country during the present crisis and 
the people of the couiitrj’ had to pay the extreme penalty for it. Hundreds 
of thlMtiaPds of our people had to die for want of food — a tragedy that never 
happened in any other country in the world within living memory. If 
evnn a fraction of what had happened in this province during the past few 
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montfaft would have happened in Great Britain or America, Mr. "tHiiiAihill 
or Mr. Roosevelt, however high and eminent personalities they may be, 
would have been dragged down from the high pedestal of office to sink into 
oblivion for eternity. But, Sir, the same value is not attached to hiunaik 
lives in this unfortunate country. 

Sir, if we dive a little deeper into the working of this department, we 
shall find a number of high salaried officers at the top with big secretariats 
and sprinkling of workers here and there in the countryside. Their acti- 
vities are confined to distribution of leaflets, of seeds, etc., and of submission 
of reports from time to time. Distribution of leaflets and of seeds, etc., 
can be easily done through some other agencies at a less cost because they 
do not require expert knowledge. 

Preservation and storing of seeds is the most important work of a culti- 
vator and he selects the seeds and preserves them with the utmost care and 
caution. He never uses paddy set apart for consumption as seeds. But, 
Sir, last year this department purchased paddy brought in open markets 
for sale for the purpose of consumption and they distributed them as seeds. 
Last year in the Sadar subdivision of the Noakhali district the seeds supplied 
by the department did not germinate. ‘ 

Sir, the department has got absolutely no contact with the masses of 
cultivators in the rural areas. They have got no machinery nor any village 
organisation for the purpose. They have got no imagination nor any idea 
of organisation. They have got no plan nor any programme. Unless a 
network of organisation — at least one in each union — throughout the province 
is established to come into close contact with the cultivators in the rural 
areas, it is impossible to achieve any practical results. 

As to experimental farm, if the figures relating to expenditure and 
receipts from year to year since w'hen these farms had been started are 
studied, it would be clear that these farms are being kept on at a huge loss 
from year to year. The management is extravagant and hopeless. In 
1942-43 the actual expenditure incurred is Ks. 2,50,000 and flie correspond- 
ing receipt amounts to lis. 1,93,419 the loss being about Rs. 57,000. The 
revised estimate of 1943-44 places the expenditure at Ks. 3,55,000 and the 
receipt at Rs. 74,000. The estimates of the coming year place the 
expenditure at Rs. 4,12,000 and the receipt at Ks. 2,03,000. This state of 
things cannot inspire confidence into the minds of the cultivators. They 
will never emulate their example and reduce themselves to bankruptcy. 

As to the “Grow More Food” campaign the less said tlie better. lu 
reply to question ?7o. 193 put by a European member of this House, the 
Hon’ble Minister stated that cultivable waste land has been surveyed along 
with other lands in the course of survey and settlement operations. No 
eeparate survey has been made. Without a detailed survey it is not possible 
to say how much of the cultivable waste land can be brought under food 
crops or under paddy alone. The survey and settlement operations took 
place 25 years back and from the settlement kkatian the Hon’ble Minister 
gives the percentage of waste lanXis. This is the way how the ‘Tirow More 
Food” campaign is going to be organised in this country. 

With these words 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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Hr* M« A» 1^* HIRTZELs Sir, the subject on which 1 wish to speak is 
^t of Bengars agricultural Btatistics. It is an old, a short and a bad 
^ptory. If is the fact, Sir, that in Bengal apart from jute statistics there 
tie no crop statistics deserving the name. I need not enter into detail: 
the position is known and accepted by all responsible persons. The position 
is known to the Hon’ble Minister an^ was recognised by him last September 
when in reply to my cut motion he said: “We fully realise that there is 
no reliable machinery for the collection of crop statistics in Bengal and we 
are seriously considering to set up a machinery on the lines of those which 
are in vogue in the United Provinces and the Punjab and I think, Sir, with- 
in the next three months this scheme will materialise.’* 

Well, Sir, three months have become six months and we on this side 
are both surprised and disappointed to find that no provision has been made 
And no progress has been made with the scheme for seasonal collection of 
crop statistics as announced by Government sometime ago. 

Eecently, Sir, we were told that certain methods had been tried and 
had failed. I do not know whether that is correct. It is, however obvious 
to any thinking person, it is obvious a priori and should have been obvious 
to Government and its advisers wlien framing policy that, if there are two 
methods of measuring crops, and if one is condemned as worthless and if 
the other is not grounded on complete certainty by actual enumeration, 
then it will always be open to critics to question the accuracy of the results 
achieved by the alternative method. Now, Sir, let us assume for the sake 
of argument that that is the position today. Everyone lias condemned 
the Director of Agriculture’s statistics, l^et us assume that the Director 
of Agriculture has tried and has failed to produce more convincing results. 
Let us assume that Dr. Sanyal was correct in saying that the alternative 
method, the method of random sampling, has been tried and has produced 
equally unconvincing results. The department would be in a fix. They 
would have lost their poor man’s gamble on the chance that random sampling 
would produce consistent results and they would not know what to do. 

Now, Sir, it seems to me that it is a matter of logical inference that 
either the Ministry has done nothing in the matter or else it is in that fix. 
It seems to me that there were such wide margins of possible error in the 
Director’s methods that it is a virtual certainty that any other method which 
was not based on actual ob.servation w’ould in one or two cases produce 
seeming “absurdities” when comjiared with his figures. Now once admit 
even one such absurdity and there are any number of possible explanations, 
none of them factual. The random sampling result may in fact be right 
though it looks absurd or it may be that the field party failed or it may be 
that sample selection failed, and so on. No one can say for certain; that 
one doubt throws the whole system into doubt. 

Understand me, Sir, I am assuming that the Ministry is in that fix; 
it is, let us say, in a dilemma .between two doubtful results. I am not 

condemning random sampling. I am not saying that it is a bad method 

or that^if money was spent on it that money was wasted. But I am saying 
thalrif that is the position we still do not know the facts regarding the 

area under any particular crop other than jute. We have no more than 

alternative answers and complete enumeration might prove that the random 
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saia^ing answer is ooirect. Now if complete enumeration proves t&at the 
raaiom sampling result is in fact correct then we have established the 
acourecy, within known margins of error, of random sampling as a method. 
Random sampling is quick and economical, but we must prove its accuracy. 

Therefore, Sir, it follows as a logical certainty that the next step is 
complete enumeration which should be carried out concurrently with n 
continuance of random sampling. Why? Because it seems to me that 
probably at least two years are necessary to put complete enumeration on 
a basis which will be satisfactory and beyond criticism. Assuming that 
we already have one year’s results from random sampling, at the end of 
another two years we shall have three years’ figures by random sampling 
to compare with one set of known reliable figures by complete enumeration. 
Now suppose that the annual cost of random sampling is one-sixth of the 
annual cost of complete enumeration, in three years it will have cost half 
of what complete enumeration costs in one year. It is therefore well worth 
a little extra expense now to decide once and for all the value of random 
sampling. If, on the other hand, we now indulge in complete enumeration 
and put random sampling on the' shelf it is safe to prophesy that it will 
take many, many years and much pressure get it off the shelf again. 
During all that time, which may be measured in years if not in decades, wo 
shall be paying six times as much for the facts as we need if we can once 
establish beyond doubt the reasonable accuracy of random sampling. Let 
random sampling then go ahead along with complete enumeration. 

Now, Sir, I come to the most imiMudant factor of all, namely, the time 
factor. When I refer to this as the most important factf)r I am well aware 
that the financial pundits if they are listening will groan at my stupidity. 
I am not going to engage in a ganje of fri tiiioquc and I will only ask them 
whetlier they have found it easy to -pay for last year’s famine. 1 m‘(‘d not 
wait for an answer. But, Sir, they must admit lhal tliey have found it 
easier to pay by reason of the war situation which has enabled them to 
invoke the aid of the (Vntre and they have given every asNurnnee that they 
intend to step up that bill. Now suppose that such a situation arose in 
times of peace. Suppose it arose in circumstances when there was no chance 
of public proj)agun(la putting the blame on tli<* Secrctuiy of State, when 
the British public’s conscience — and the British j)ul)lic lias a strong and 
a humane conscience — when that conscience was not even indire‘ctly pricked 
by what happened in Bengal. 8uppo.se that the (iovern merit of India of 
the day had no immediate, vital strategic interest in redieving famine in 
Bengal and was prepared to say unequivoeally that the relief of famine 
was the obligation rif the province, where then will our future Governments 
find themsedves? Now, Sir, none of those suppositions is impossible, they 
are not even remote possibilities. There is every likelihood that that will 
be the situation in the not distant future. In those days if help comes 
neither from the East nor from the West the successors of the present 
Ministry and our successors in thi.s House in their agony will blame us here 
and now for our failure to plan. 

Now, Sir, I ask your careful attention to the following figures. I have 
not attempted to take * ^actual” figures because they are a matter of contro- 
versy. I have taken round figures which are near enough to the truth lor 
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1117 purpose and will illustrate my point. Now, if the population of Banjul 
was 60 millions in 1942 and the annual increase is 2 per cent. , by the end 
«f 1950, i.e., in 6 ^ years* time from now, the population will be over 70 
millions. An increase of 10 million mouths to fill, and how? If in 1942 
76 lakhs of tons of rice ensured a bare sufficiency of food, by the end of 
1950, 87 J lakhs of tons will be needed »or an increase of 16J per cent. Now, 
Sir, if a 12-anna paddy crop is a good crop and was sufficient to maintain 
existence in 1942, by 1950 a 14-anna crop will be necessary for the same 
purpose. But, Sir, there are lean years and there are fat years and the 
crop may vary from 8 annas to 16 annas. Only science and the most care- 
ful application of it by dispassionate planning will save Bengal from the 
fate that awaits her. Now, Sir, there are 3 possible solutions (1) to reduce 
the population or arrest its increase, ( 2 ) to increase the productivity of the 
•rea at present under paddy and (3) to increase the area under paddy. We 
may leave aside the first of these. No one wishes to reduce the population. 
Nature will do that for us quick enough and that is what we are fighting 
against. And the third alternative is equally objectionable if the aim is a 
balanced rural economy. Suppose that paddy was the only crop grown in 
Bengal. In lean years agriculturists will survive, in fat years they will 
be ruined. The inevitable consequence of giving an increasing percentage 
of the existing cultivated area to the production of consumption crops will 
be a steady deterioration of the economic condition of the people. If, on 
the other hand, the total area under cultivation is steadily increased that 
can only be at the expense of grazing land and forests. The consequences 
of that will foDow early and will he as destructive as famine. There will 
be soil erosion and disastrous floods due to deforestation. It is in all 
probability to those very causes that the world’s great deserts, once fertile 
irrigated plains, owe their origin. Sir, there is only one solution which 
stands scientific scrutiny and that is to increase the productivity of the 
area under paddy. Now before intensive and planned activity can even 
begin we must know the extent of the area under cultivation. We must 
have a close knowledge of the soil in each area and must intensively, 
scientifically and hi detail correlate our improved types of seed to the nature 
of the soil. 

Sir, I need take no more of the time of the House. 1 have said enough, 
I feel sure, to convince the Ministry and to convince the House that this is 
a matter of the utmost urgency. We must have, and we must have at the 
earliest possible date, both a complete enumeration of the areas under crops 
in the province and the most accurate and up-to-date methods of estimating 
crops growing on those lands. I know that it will cost a certain number 
of lakhs, but our failure to spend, say Rs. 30 lakhs, now will mean a loss 
of Bs. 30 crores and more in a year or two, and we shall stand condemned 
as the worst type of small-minded man, the man who, though be might sav# 
himself by timely action, fails to do so through apathy and avariee. 

la conclusion, Sir, I will only stress that in addition to the general 
extreme urgency of this matter which I have sought to stress, there is 
immediate urgehcy in it for if immediate steps are not taken it will be too 
i late to do anything in respect of the coming aus and aman crops. 
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Qttf NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I appreciate the anxiety oil 
Mr. Hirtzel to have proper statistics kept in the province for our a^rricoltural 
produjots and in a way I endorse some of his remarks regarding the absurdities 
that have been revealed so far. He made certain reference to my humble 
self in his observations, I only seek two minutes^ time to clear up my 
feelings in that respect. Sir, the process of random sampling is at once 
helpful and dangerous. (Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel: That is what I said.) 
I feel as a student of statistics myself that in selecting fields for such random 
sampling, if a certain amount of representative data are not kept in view, 
the result may lead to cumulative errors and the consequent statistical data 
obtainable will be far from facts. If, on the other hand, sampling is made 
of representative fields scattered throughout the province and in such a 
manner that all different classes and varieties are properly represented, then 
alone we can to some extent rely on the process of random sampling as 
giving results almost near about the reality. As has, however, been found 
the exeperts that have been so far entrusted with this task have not given 
Government detailed information about the place or places where they have 
carried out their sampling work and in particular with regard to the last 
aman crop when I sought to criticise the results obtained from the experts* 
random sampling, I had that in view. What we want, Sir, is not merely 
a two-paged report as a result but we also want to know how that two- 
paged report is obtained, so that one may judge whether the statistical 
results obtained are based on fairly dependable enumeration. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture is, as I have stated 
here before, one of the most outspoken and frank members of the Cabinet 
and I have great respect for liirn that he at any rate will not try to deceive 
the House with inadequate information or false information. If he is not 
satisfied with the method of obtaining statistics, I am sure that he will, 
in hi.s mature judgment, try to find out how more dependable st^stics can 
be obtained, and I believe in so doing he will not merely depend on so-called 
expert advice but also exercise his own mature observation and experience. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : Nalinaksha 

Sanyai. : 'arWCT? ^ ^ ^1 

5rf5T^ ’ToW’tT sFfir iDUH-sa 

■flUwcfefl 5ra 'stWc'RT ’RTT c»M i <yrt ; 

T5^ b-o ’SM ’TOT ; «RT Tfv ^ 

4^15 '¥'<1 ^arfar ^firrs 5t?T (Mr. Chaatt Chandka Roy ; iqtiriJtS 9^ 5^ l) 
.!I5r& ftaf Wf ^ l F» 0 t« and figures 'nlft 

(Mr. Hossain Sabkae : ftal ^ STW WSOI) Sir, 

’r?mi srm ’ll i ’Pra 51^, ’pr ’ittipr 

sn I Floud Commission (VfS® ^ C¥fffi 

00 5r¥ 4^ wftca 4*0^ cultnrsble waste land 

4%® wfir) '«rto5 oi o TWif 4®® ( '41® c®4W« sn^tas 

I 
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lands vft) spr 4¥5i >5i c®Ni irftdK? 

c*ftl ^ c^ )r\r ^ a «rftD5 ^ 1 

:>; 580-88 ^ ^ c^ ao ww <ii^ wftc 5 ^ C51 ^tc^, ca 

surplus OH ^ G 5lart^ ca^ wfif <t%<rtf^5T ^35CTl V ^ 

^ I ^Ftc^ (I>r- NaLwaksha 

Sanyal: 05 ^ C*ft^ VtO^) — (?ir^ ?fClK^ facts and figure ipn 

CPfterf^ ; ^ rs] question jpni 4f^c<H ^ I 

[A Membke ; Facts and figure^ ^ I ) Facts and figure »U^ (PT 

^ Gb* ^ ^ I ^3t51 iU^terQ 'Sfl^ilOTF 

^ftGn 00 ^ G ^larpr arft ^sRWf^ ?r%rc^ i (Tt arf^fir ^P rtm 
^rWf I 

C'f^ tff^ C^C*f ^ 7J\\ Irb ^ 

BtSsr ^‘sn cw tifs .c^ c?r*r 

5f3 ^ C?f<f ^ WC5T? aftr^R I ^n>8^ (7F5TPT C^ 

?r?T^5CW lb c'4lff^ f%5 I ^ C^tlf C'^lC'f^ tJZ^ST^ C^ft^ 

art<f OT ^rfhi 5T^ 8ii i 

^ ^rfcr 6 c^ C5fk^ w^ cvc^ ^h c^ ^ c^ 

^ 5T&OT WWt^ I ^ ^<rT OT-f bb 5PV &5;n 

iit^'^’c^ a '«rr^tOT bb spiF ^ ^ ^ vtus ^ fror 

Sff ^ btS^T trf^ ^ I (Mr. Charu Chandra Roy : r^* 

ar^Ttfrl ^’T!) ^r ^ '9^, T!?f?T I (Laughter.) ^ 

oi fniitf^ ^51 <ii^ (?r?ft?i /lo c^i) 

Tfirai (Tf9?lt^ I fV^ Floud Commission 

aff gtOT "5^5 Tf^l C<r<fT'4’ 

fros I ^=T?ifc^ c^TtTC^ <fPT ^ ^ 

frr3 I (^*‘- Hossain Sarkar : f% ?) (Laughter. ) 

arf^ C^5tt5RT5T fl vii^ itti 

^ artr^ ^n ! ^srt^iPr '4^’^ fr>rk^ hiio ^ I5t^ 

^ tjTCTT c^T fipy? ^ ^vn ^ (Pf# anr o\b 

?«t 15t&:?PI I > C^fS 00 ^ ^ bT^ bt!^ I ^ 

^ bb ^ I c^ ^ c^*f 8G ^ 

Ftfesr^ ?f^k^ I vij^ a T^k^ ^‘•T^ ^ i 

ft??ll?l ft-Sl I ( Sykd Ahmed : ^ ^<W?n ^ ^ 

V?Rl) yf t OT r ^spT3pr5 ^tPTt^rtf% ^ ,f^l 8G ^ ^ 

bt®^ cifc^ f% ?pn <lk^, '^^N c*f“k^ 

?ff^] surplus province^] ^ Vt^“(75 ’’fk^, C^ f^’C¥ «T^ 

at5k^ *S 00 ?r¥ G ^tarpr ^1f%^ arft ^aHt? ^ 

ifrtt® •fk? ^warjfr 'atft fi^-yrspfH ’tsk^pt ^Rc'sfl — 

wwf ui«tka arh^— 

iiftnfft^ fill ^rfiro^tr^ ▼ftii »nf^FtatCTf at?tu3 fjrti 
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of'sw m ^5^^ >mfnrT ^ i ft<ni. 'nww* irc«nr 

<ai ^fs<Dr«kvr Jitym st% ^sifimi 

1^1 15iwm ^flPTal ’tk’?? ^sh '9 •rf%qr ’» T»m^ gH ( 

(Mr. N^bnd.^ Nath Das Gupta : ^ C^T ^*t=mn ^ ^ <^,3 

c^«h C^fC^T) C3I r<3it^ 13? CT 

f%f ^c?r 'srt? ^fspn strc^ — 4&1 

'^»w«r — ^isiui ^ ^ 'isfk^ 'sfk^ ^ 

^’nsn ?t?n f?R,tc5 1 ^ sinmi ^ vjfsrrtr ^ , -j^f»tj,fpf5 

opposition (fk^TfJrsi) CU CWr for opposition’s sake ( felfirsfif of^ ) 

45P’'rt^ c‘'C*r5 c^it^ «t5T c’pfsiiTn? 1 la^" \|ir 

fk^fSrsi 511 031 cpgi 5nn (m’^’t ^mimr'icsF "im visual's 5,1 ^rmi 

'!?t’W!Tf5i ^ Tftn^i C5^ ’W‘t''=in:i>i Tfwi c^ifsnrlris; 1 a c^ 

csffSnn atii c^ sits ••,! 1 a ce?i 'srf'-r 1 ^ 'srt’fi.irt'? ^firrsf^ 

'i«?(.=T f^?(i '!Tr?5i ^mrs ’iT^jn cvi-r ?f%TF ’srtit 57, 5 ^, ^twdti 

nw f^i C5h : a^r,* lofym a^srlui S*mi ^ | 

tsfyi u. p., 0 . P. iflaf?, f5r|, .jn^iPr 9 ftym * 1 ^ 

^5lfr^ 5ftl*rn W ufeiS ??C^ 111 I (Mr. Abdul Wahed ; ^ *tt*tOT 
C^5 ^ wrs 55TC? HI I ) Sir, CStCHf ^1 =H1 5TS5 I '^T H I CW 

c'fC'ft (3tr^ HCH src? — yi 'jt^, ai ?(?f Sfinii%r, csin:?F hi ^1 

'HHtrfCH irfliraf^. <35(11 'arwm Ministerm CSTPTO^ 4f5t>Hfir tRT f% fV CP^ 
5Ff%51tC5H, 'Ht’iWhi 15t71 ®TtHH. TIPS sfHCiRr SFt^TCBTS CHfsfHl »ftfVc5rH I (A VOIOB . 

wifH, JHt urt(5r ir) urrfksrg fw? HifkHH hi i 9 Hfiroi hUs Ht» i 

"Q *f’T ®lf%rs ftnlH iFftTHH HI I 'Ht'fHfCHF^ Hfi? Sir, 'Sft*tfH ■fWir ^fkHH I 
Civil Supply aH HtHftH H#t HTrlHli HpHfH Hf^ fHHtHCH? URT 
*lt8fH, f5ra, U.P., C.P., fHTtif 

Hfro ^ BTH, 5F5 ^tH, ipis Hmi CiHUmi HlH 'Hlfel HflHfm 'HtfHUfC^, 

aH( I5t!n tiHI #t5f^TitC^, <5151 'HtlfH SftCHH I (Mr. A. M. A. .- 

'IHIH H'^ 5F%i!:^ Iks SfH HlTCTH I) 'qprm 3t 'em CittHHtH 7S9 HrfterH II 

■r, SPEAKER : TO fPc,: ^ 

Mauivi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ : Sir, i5W??rft 

HtHTSf?, ■'3*CH?r fkHF 'oItI?s HI I .'Htft Hf?rC3fS; CH, ^ 

TOH Hfro Hf^l 'HHT gmn HI I 'S gTTH omm HfH H5f«n H9H iJtfVw 

«(tC5F isTH t-FH'f 'HH'fl HI fHkl 'HlHtCH? CTC"!? BtSCHH Htljf^ IhHUTC*!! 

^ ’tf3<3 'HlHtm HC'TlH'S nffeiS 'HtHlCHd HttP iStffm SFlrtl ^g^PJ 

Sf53 1 CTHH iftfH fHHI CTfH Ht« fts'C'l HI , HU; 'HtflH HTCH fHfHSl CSh 
a? gmCH! surplus provincea gft‘1’5 HFftro HtPfHl | -srjirai a^ Assembly! 
\(10 WH CH?H 'HlHHl HHFIH (nfiflll 'Sllqsfi^ C6&1 f%HI ♦fffir 7 

Hfi 55imi— (At this stage the red light was shown) Sir, Hmif% tTlHflHH HI I 
■HtHfH H’lH HHFTHH 'Hch^ time CHH aHr^ time ftciS ?^CH, 'HlHftf wt h* 

ir^l HfHHt? ’HtCf 
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C^¥¥=n 

Maulvf Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ?jt¥, ¥tf5r CBtCsf fiTIl 

’rfhn f¥ ¥f%?iTcip? I ^ o 

I ^rihl fV ¥flrc^ *trf%?irc^ Or^— (Maulvi 

Abdul Wahbd: C?R?Tf|, C5Tf¥ ^ TOT ^i:^|) 

^ ¥rc¥^ C^ ^ I ¥ ft tt C^*T 

fV (Tf^^T— 194344 JTC^ (Tflfe TOTC^ ^ C¥tl5 ^0 5f¥ ^ 

¥tS^ irnrc^ ^ ynrc^ ‘\g ?r¥ c^Ti:n totc^ 8 i 

^ ^'^ll Offy\ 1943-44iij TOT^ iil¥ ^0 SPT 

^ 5tS?r I c^ ^ pfc^R ^rfir^ 5tD2> 

^ iv? *1t3^1 C^ opposition 

<iTr^ ^ ^stn <ii^* 

criticise *1tr?R — '®J oppositioniij^ sake (ij^* opposition 

TOR-’-c^iC'f^ v3 31^ ^^\. • cj[5n 4^* 3rft 

¥fTO vm,¥3T I (Red light.) Sir, urf? TOi I 194243 6br ^ ^tWt^ 
6t¥l <^|Hr %f ^StftOT ^ ^t¥f 

00 i?t¥i ^ 3rfii oa ^ ^ ®r 7 ^ 

fw I ^t¥ ¥T3r?n ’PR ¥fer ®RT ft* l 194344 

^ ^ C¥tf oo 5T¥ 

^ actually ^ C¥ff ^50 ^ 00 | ^qt^Rn ^F% «RT 

■fjf^ ^Tpjf ^ i5tWT^ fet¥1 til ¥f^tf^ I vij^ 

6t^i '*(13(41 ¥f^ 4's’R ^^Nn> (R^ ¥tw ^5^5 ^ ct'^*Y 

¥v)"ts ^ ivT i 5TS^ (?n‘*t ¥fe5 I Jn few 

^trfe 4T41 ^ ^ I ?1? '3 

I ¥1^ ^^)88-8G T'K^ ^ C¥ff 00 ^ TtWj^ fe| Agriculture 
‘ij? <Rn I ^ 3i(W '*f|314i 8^ ‘iti ^Iwf? seeds 

‘US* fVPfSl store ^Ff^l ^tPHTtf^ I 3i(\^C4» ^fJ 

irfe c^T'qPt 3it4i f^tTitr^. (7r^f% ^4t4 i (T! 

ao ^9^ ¥f%ldfw I ¥t(Rr^ ¥fe Rt^ttfl ¥fe URT C¥fi5 =^0 

,^0 fel ¥fe I — C^t?*f^ TSrCeRT UR7 

tftlj W% C¥tffi fel ^ ¥f4l^ 5TO I ^ ¥t<RtRiT 

few ^rrsRT TO wc^3 fe ( ^tcw^ ¥hr ftmftft ^fei <Rt¥ 

^ I <^*’* Chabu Chandra Roy and others : vQ^pj {rf^ ^ ^ ^ 

¥tt^?) ¥t<W?n TO ¥feR 31(1 I ^!TOl ^fe 

SgfelRT^Wfr^l ¥f?ni<tfW, ^ Wl%¥r¥ C^f-l i5trsfe5(R 4?^ 
btRcsf^ I ¥THik?? ’*(fC4( (R, Agricultureij^ «RT 

Irrigation scheme ^pfel 0^ C^ ^ ^CTfe ^rfsRri wfe 

tSlWtC^ ¥firai 4 Tn^ C'trtl Jp'jfw ?Ffe I ¥trtT? «RT <1W? 

fir^ftHTtTOtJl ^ ¥CeT^ ftffe^lTtsr 
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Xfl firo ftrtr <lf5i fsB.) HtWtSf C91PR «frw» 

Tfinitff I «Rn 'sit^?n tr^ nt«R ^ftrs tsfi 

f%P( «i1firai C’lt'stijrR =^fc^ <4^; wheme 

(*|f|sF?*|qt) ^JFiifit I '■IWW^ '^-ir 4^ ^'^’nr ▼iw vftus '5^»tt 

»Piirsit5!« ’»1ifpR I 

(At this stage the red light having been shown the lionourable member 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, for the past two years I have 
in the debates on the agricultural demand in this House spoken about the 
urgent necessity for a wider distribution by the department of improved 
varieties of sugarcane amongst cultivators and I would again stress the 
urgent importance of energetic action in this respect. 

The situation today is even worse than it \vas w'hen I addressed the 
House last year. The cultivator still finds it very difficult to obtain cuttings 
of improved varieties and, knowing full w'cll that the old (X). 218 variety is 
absolutely played out and gives not only a poor yield of cane per acre but 
also a very poor recovery (or yield of sugar per maund of cane), he is 
gradually discontinuing the cultivation of sugarcane and in a short time it 
will have died out almost completely unless something is done. 

So far as my ow’n firm’s sugar factory is concerned, it would certainly 
by this time have closed down but for the fact that in our own plantations 
we have now completely eradicated (X). 218 in favour of (X). 818, (’0. 421 
and other improved varieties, which are giving us recoveries of to 10 per 
cent, as against the 7 or 8 per cent, wliich is all that can be got from 00. 213. 

Adequate supplies of cane and c’ane of good (|uality are just as ncH’.essary for 
the manufacture of gur as for that of white sugar and the House is well 
aware of the importance of the gur industry for the well-being of the 
province. 

Sir, in these times of restricted transport — times which are likely to 
continue for a period the duration of which it is impossible to forecast — it 
is surely very desirable that the province should be self-supporting in the 
matter of gur and sugar to a much greater extent than it is at present and 
the only way to achieve this end is to eradicate CO. 213 altogether and 
introduce improved varieties in every district. 

The first requisite, it seems to me, is the appointment of a whole-time 
sugarcane officer. In answer to a question which I put last year to the* 
then Miiyster of Agriculture I was informed that the Agricultural Chemist 
was in charge of sugarcane operation. This, I believe, is still the position. 
The present Hon’ble Minister will correct me (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : 
He is the omniscient of the department!) if I am wrong. The chemist, 
whom I in no way desire to criticise, must, however, have plenty of other 
work to do and 1 regard the appointment of a whole-time sugarcane officer 
as absolutely essential. 

The second requisite is a larger expenditure on experimental farms so« 
that the production of improved varieties of cane can be greatly increased 
and the change over from CO. 213 effected within a short period of time. 
The budget provision for farms amotmts to only Bs. 4,04,600. This i#. 
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ibbnrdly madeqaate wliaii one congiders the large number of other cro^ 
betides sugarcane which have to be grown. (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: 
What about control?) 

Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI; Mr. Speaker, Sh*, 

C5117R ’ISRT 

I 

Sir, 5t^ Oi ^:?n ^ (Tf-j, 

I ^‘cfi 

?ff% S^Rd^ c.4'R^l ’^tCT^ 

^ (Tt^ «R7» ^StU'f^r 'oTr^fi ®R7, S^eftc^ 3Tt ^ t ^j 

^FTTi f^Tot'^ f¥ S^Wirtr'4^ ^iwi? tff% c^ 

5r*F 5f^ j?fn sj urj ^f?i5 ’r*^^'3 

f^^i? S^tfr^ ^Ff%C5 Bengal Government yppif ^ I 

OfTT wifi'll '3 ^TT^TW^Td seeds ^ 

contractor, supplier^! 9ff^] 

^TBTfi (?fr^ C^ *tf?l 

(TFt^ ’^1 ^ 

fwoF fV 3it^T^ ^ ^Tu^T'rrn Rr^ ^f%c«T'3 c^ 

I Sir, f^nr ^ gcBf^ (71 :jJ580 

^rfCTT (7Tf?lt^f% CW^TtrS paddy seeds distribution distribution 

<i|^ ^ ^ (7R ^ ^ ^ 

a?i distributionviir^ (7T corruption TOTCW 'St^l ^ef 

C^ ^ m ^]\ ^ (Tin^Ntfl (TR^t^jf^ CJllTl 

(7T*to paddy seeds distribution % ; TOl W?T 

Tf%5T (7T <fRl ^3 ^TfiRRsf I ^t5R7t^ (7T«^C^ 

^1 C^f^ (71, paddy seeds 

^ <(t5^ (75tW 'S ^ WC«(1^ S*tfTU5 *l g ?' C*f^ 

^ ’TtRt^n (71, a (TO /no (Tnr ^ 1 Demonstrator 

/n (7T^ ^ M3 H ^ (TTRT^ address cf^i ?pfif^r;5t^l 

ir^ &55 ^ ^3 n C^TfC^ address f%f^ $ ipFl 

fir® Sf^ni Secretariatiii:^ ^rt^l ^rRr?hl ft^-sThl ^nfk^ ^ ^1 Govt. 
Chief Whip Mr. Fazlur Rahaman(7F il=T* (TftR^ ipR? f%^ 

Wt»rft I ^ TOtTOl? (??«n ^mi7r3 m ^C«Tf| 1 sir, 

•rfroRifff fttra (71, >J5>88 ^ ^3 'STTOT 

Mf c¥m ^ ^ I ^3 ?:i:’«ny (tt, ^ ^iRrfhi ^ 

Whip Mr. Rahaman ^?C5 ^ST^PR 5^ <1!$ ^ I Sir, 'ipntf 
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^ 's (TrcaFjftft ♦itft ^ Sir, 

<4^ fiF ^*^T3Rn ^ c*r, ??WS corruptioniij^ >TfTO wf^ ♦ 

^ ^ <?R «R»it^«t!r ^ o^'qdi t?? ^ Sir, 

ir?n ^ ^sRit^ i ’a 

^ ?T} •ft^, ym Jrrtsr^ ^ TO)rt? 1 

5t^ ^ I ^ ^'S^l ^ ^ ^3^1 ^ 300 

^,000 i?t^ ^$T3 f%ift ^ I :n:^ v'f?^ rir^ 

^ ^ I c^ S?t^ ? ^ia m?)^n ^t?P '^s^maTr 

^ aararr Tf%05 ^t? ^^5!t?r 

0 ?^ I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^^pm ^ C^mt? ^ C3ll^1r*4^ 

I ^ fro ai ai ai, c5fc*f^ 

(.TiDS'lol^ cbHi \bl4l'v2 ?fof^ C^tr 4*^1 ’n ^<ilf®\*) i?t?F|“ 

m^u 5 tc^ f%f ^ ^fm ^<fT <rf%i 

Tf%5i I ^sfmi 'srrf^fJi (ti» ft: irrm ?rRt^ ftftf^t 

’Tt^arft I ^frT csrft^ a Tft csrr^TrsrJi 7^3 ^’jfhr 

^ ftf^rt^^tc^ I ^R atc57?T^ w^c5 ftp ? 

(At this stafje the red lij^ht having been lit the member resiimtMl his sent.) 
Mauivi IDRI 8 AHMED MIA : ]VIr. Speaker, Sir, ?pv}i 14 ^ (?^arcT “lirftpf 
■far ^ ^ ai I ■tar ^pat^ 

^ ^ ^ ai 7 ^ ?it*5n c^-i 7T^ ^n I fVi 

<7r c^ ^ ^ ^ ca 1 

^ (?T^3^i TOT ^ 1 ^ (Trfnr 

of^Prs ^ i ^ ?fr 

f%ft M, L. A , M. L. C,ft^fc?F 3i acsf ^ aft1% '/fr? 

5fc? ^ ^31 I '-in 

^sre^^ ^ 3 ftf’^Fi c^ ^nr ftr'^in =Tprm ^rsrfk^R i 

(?t v5tC^ ^‘^1 Cafta Convocation i] ^ ^ j 

irnr-Tr^ ftew ftc^ c^rre^ ftf**Fi ?ft nr^r 

c ^ Hf/d"^r5 fti’^ aw Tft 's antrrfr ara^ 

tr^raa C5h I ^c^TT®" ca aa ^ <t05 '^nw, ca'3f% ffw ^aa: sajjai 
ftw c^ csjft ^ftiwr? CTfca ftw ftw m ^Kta caaca atrj at'oata 
c?tU5 ^ITOT 3 c^w ^ 1 " ’itcaa arm wa 1 iiai^ aaw 

caaa ^^fcm ^ 3 ftran c^t^'s 'stotaw acag 

S^anr ftr3 yra 1 -4^ ^•■f mr^w acatk 'xmta rw 1 

'STtata 'oT^ cawIi?5R ^ atwa ^ft fttstt'fa awMaa w^y? T'^fi awrs^ ft*^ '31 
arafs (Ttwa tr^ ^mr m iia* ’jWR aa cJr»t 

aft^m 1 fk^" crii:^ -sta ftata ?sa^7 1 iiar? am 

^nr caio aa, :/8!io aa. ftr-fca %.^iio ^td* "ctacs aa, aaattmj 

^ atii >0 aa I ^?IT'3 iiam srrara ;i.:^ aa, ftfra a^f# 

^^itTR ^J5 atai 'oTars b ^ ^inr 6 a«t 1 

alN*^ wft ^ affe ^ a^ft^dmta fka c^pra?:^: 1 a 
'iffe^imc^ 4wR3t, ca? aft ^ataai ^ta toi ^ wai carrr? afka 

33 
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c^t?C5 ^ ^5t5T5i Tf.*^ 

«rf^ ^ ^t^To ’mrc^ I ^ ^1 c5i^*^R^ 

C^ ^T'Q m ^5 ^ 

?fTOT C^tirsT '4^ ^ ^CfT^ ^1^ f% ^ sXiOISOO ^ tff^ CWt^ ^TC^ 

^ fVc^i ^ ^ w^ ? <ii?fir!m a ^ ^ 

^ ^otr? ^ ^ ^ ^ 5^f%^ <p^] I 

?tN^ IJtft ^ 'Q ^!TtC^ I 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 should first like to give replies to some of the points 
that have been raised in the course of the debate. Regarding long-term 
planning for agriculture Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, 
has raised the point and he has said “there is nothing in the budget to 
show that there has been any attempt at long-term planning for agricul- 
ture”. Sir, I must say at the very outset that long-term planning is not 
possible unless, first of all, there is a machinery for collection of statistics 
which is not at all in existence in Bengal and has never been in existence 
before. The reason of it to a great extent is the land system in Bengal. 
On account of the existing land system, 1 mean permanent settlement, 
nobody fakes any care to see as to what is the condition of agriculture or 
'what crops we get from year to year and season to season. Sir, 1 had 
promised that “within three months we were going to see that a machinery 
is set up for the collection of agricultural statistics”. I want to say that 
true to my promise to the European Party I drew up a scheme and placed 
it before the Finance Department, but unfortunately they considered this 
scheme to be too ambitious and returned it to us for revising it, so that they 
could see their way to approve of the scheme. Sir, 1 have revised tlie 
scheme and it will be going to the Finance Department again within a 
few days. I hope now w'e w'ill be able to set up a machinery within a 
short time. • 

Sir, in this connection I want to say something about random sampling 
to which reference has been made by Mr. Rirtzel and also Dr. Sanyal. 
I fully agree with Dr. Sanyal that random sampling will not be suitable 
for. the collection of proper statistics of difterent seasons and different 
areas. M e are going to collect statistics of every village, every union and 
every thana. Random sampling will be a good thing where the statistics 
are required of the province as a wdiole. The larger the area the result will 
be more correct, and the smaller the area, random sampling wull be liable 
to more inaccuracies, and it will not at all be of any use if the unit is a 
union or a village. M^e want to know in which village which crop has 
been grown to what extent and in which season. Sir, we have decided that 
we must have a complete set of crop statistics every year and for that we 
are going to utilise our rural development staff. Over P.L.A’s. we will 
only appoint a few supervisors in order to check their work. I think by 
that means we shall be able to get the correct statistics corrected up to 
date, and when we will be in possession of such statistics, we will be able 
to draw up long-term planning for agriculture. 

Sir, so long Bengal has been favoured by nature. AVe have been 
depending on the bounties of nature and we have never therefore cared to 
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go in for any scientific improvement in agriculture. But now the popula- 
tion has increased. We have now come to a point when we must see that 
the yield is increased in respect of paddy and other crops by adopting 
scientific methods. We can no longer merely depend on the bounties of 
nature. 

As regards the increase in population Mr. Hirtsel has stated that w® 
must increase the yield per acre. Not only that but we have to look to 
many other thing^. AVe have to plan out as to what crop and to what 
extent we should grow. We should be going in probably for increase in 
the area under potato which gives 15 times more yield than paddy. One 
acre under potato will give 150 maunds of potato whereas the same land 
will yield only 10 maunds of rice. If we want to meet the needs of grow- 
ing population of Bengal we will have to go in for increase in the area 
under potato. We will have to think of other crops also. 

Then 1 come to Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhury's cut 
motion as regards the reclamation of forest lands. I find that .‘11,000 acres 
of land have been allowed to be reclaimed from tlu* reserved forests and 
the protected area since 1005. If he wants more land to be brought under 
cultivation I tliink lie siiould approa(di the proper authorities. If lie fails 
there tlien he should approach tlie Forest Minister diret't. 

A« regards wider distribution of improved .seeds of sugarcane I think, 
Sir, that the department has already decided that Co. ‘JIO should no hmger 
be allotNcd to be grown. We have gone in for Co. 421 and 527. Last year 
about 125,000 maunds of cuttings of this new type were to be distributed 
but for want of transport facilities we could not do so. This year also 
there has been a breakdown in the railway transport facilities, and we do 
not think we will be able to get throiigli this year’s jirogramme, viz., 
distribution of 128.000 maunds of seeds. l’racticall\ , the departmeni has 
decided that we must have a separate sugarcane farm in (hmtial Bengal 
somewhere in the Eajshahi Division and that we should have reejuisite 
special staff for it. A scheme has been drawn uji and it w'ill be placed 
before the Sugar Board which will deal with the matter and finally 
decide. I think in the near future we wdll have real sugarcane staff 
engaged in the work of increasing the production of sugarcane. 

I now come to the question of mischief done to tlie jute-growers by the 
fixation of minimum and maximum prices, and fixation of acreage of 8 
annas. Last year also the acreage was 8 annas, and we have not increased 
the last year’s quota. Jute is the monopoly crop of Bengal. It is feared 
that if it is not supplied in reasonable quantities various substitutes are 
bound to come into the market and jute may meet with the same fate as 
that of Indigo. That would be highly detrimental to the economic life of 
the province, and will be nothing short of a calamity. 

Jute is needed for military purposes. The fate of India and particularly 
of Bengal is closely linked up w’ith that of tlie Allies, and Bengal must 
in her own* interest produce a reasonable (juaiitity of jute to support thd 
war effort. 

Bengal has been and is still being very generously assisted with food 
supplies from other provinces and abroad. If we want others to help us we 
, owe it as a duty to ourselves to help those others with what they cannot 
produce by themselves. • 
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Jute is grown in just 2 annas area of paddy. That means that while 
one or two annas will make all the difference of supply of jute its effect on 
paddy supply will not at all be serious. We have more than 37 lakhs of 
acres of cultivable waste lands in Bengal, a portion of which may make up 
for the loss. We shall be able to make up the loss which we would incur 
in respect of paddy on account of one or two annas more cultivation of 
jute. But still we strove ,hard and fought tooth and nail for securing a 
better and more reasonable price for our jute-growers, but we had ulti- 
mately to come to an amicable settlement in the interest of our cultivators 
themselves. The House may not be aware that under Defence of India 
Rules, as jute is a war material the Government of India can force cultiva- 
tion of jute up to any extent and can also fix the maximum price whatever 
they like. If we had not come to any amicable settlement the result would 
have been tliat maximum price would have been fixed, and acreage also 
would have been fixed without any fixation of any minimum or guarantee 
of purchase of all the unsold jute. By securing the minimum price and 
the guarantee for purchase of all the unsold jute at the minimum price 
we have achieved something wdiich should be appreciated by the reasonable 
section of the people. The jute-grow'ers wdll no longer be at the mercy of 
the speculators. They know definitely where they stand. Knowing that 
if they have to make some sacrifice for the larger interests ot the (‘ountry 
they should not grudge. 

As regards free distribution of manure and seeds, etc., we have" distri- 
buted manure and seeds of all kinds at (‘oncessional rates wdth the result 
that Government are going to incur a loss of nearly Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 lakhs. 
Absolutely free distribution wnis not made because if that is attempted it 
will demoralise the people. We wdll distribute seeds at concessional rates 
in order to help the poor agriculturists who are hard pressed and in 
difficulties. 

' Regarding “Grow' More Food Propaganda a good deal has been said 
in respect of this — that nothing has been achieved. I know, Sir, and 

everybody else, who is a member of this House, knows that our Agriculture 

Department is absolutely starved. Our staff is hopelessly inadequate. We 
find it impossible to meet the abnormal .situation with this staff. Yet we 
did our best. Last year we had to appoint temporary staff for distribution 
of f?tnari paddy seeds and other seeds. At the last moment w'e had to take 
sanction. The last Ministry did not care to take sanction for this. After 
our taking over charge in April, 1943, w'e took sanction and had to purchase 
and distribute everything in a month. How could you expect better results 
out of that? Here and there there might have been some mistakes made. 
The jnirchase and distribution w'as done in great hurry and at a short notice. 
The temporary staff w'ere not used to do w ork of such dimensions. (A 
voice: AVhat about this year?) We had already taken sanction in the 
month of December for seeds which we would have to distribute in the 

month of April. Seed store houses have been set up in every subdivision 

for storage of seeds. Seeds are being distributed and will be distributed. 
It has been said that the “Grow More Food” campaign ha.s failed. 
Nobody is more alive than 1 am to the shortcomings and defects of this 
department. B.ut I must say that in spite of those shortcomings we have| 
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got a record acreage under aman and ausy and we have got a bumper crop. 
We* have got a record acreage under yegetables and under Bweet potato. 
But for that a large number of people would have died. (A voice: 
Question.) That is the sense of the whole country. Even from the Opposi- 
tion benches we have heard that this year we have got a bumper crop. 
These are facts which cannot be denied. 

As regards the Development Commis.sioner and his staff T have to say 
one word. I have already siiid that the Agriculture Department is starved 
for want of officers. I wanted that the “Grow More Food” campaign 
should not be merely a pajier scheme, but that it must materialise. That 
is why I was anxious that there should be a staff whose duty it would be 
to see that instructions issued by the Agriculture Department are actually 
translated into action. 

Sir, 1 have taken only District Development Officers under whom 1 have 
placed the entire jute staff. It will be their business to collect statistics; 
they will pre])are s(‘hemes regarding every particuhir union i^nd thana and 
these will have to he examined by us and then it will he possible for us to 
.state definitely what area we hav(‘ to reclaim and what area will have to 
be brought under new crop and all these things we will be able to do, wo 
hope, when the new staff \vhi<‘h have been appointed o!ily six we(‘ks ago, 
will submit their rep(»rf. You cannot expect anything from this staff 
within six weeks. I do not pretend to he a magician so that with a 
magician’s wand I could transform the whole country in one night. But 
I can assure tlie House that no one is more anxious than I am to see that 
agriculture of the whole province is developed properly. 

From what 1 have stall'd in reply to the specific cut motions it will 
appear under what Irving circumstances the present Ministry hud to work 
and how promptly they took upon themselves the task of purchase and 
distribution of seeds and manures (»f all kinds. The task was a huge one. 
There was a province-\\ idc demand for seeds on loan. The staff was 
inadequate and unused to handle* wi/rks of such magnitude. Just think 
seeds worth nearly a (*rore had to be given out us loan at concession rates. 
The Government loss (»ri account of concession given will amount to 30 to 
40 lakhs of rupees. But, generall\ speaking, in spile of the gigantic 
nature of the work and ajiiiarent disadvantages, the staff did their best 
with the result that the country got a record acreage and humiier crop not 
only trom a us and (mum but also in respect of vegetables and sweet potato, 
which went a long way in eahing the food situation. 

The “Grow* More Food” campaign w'as more or less a paper (campaign. 
The present Ministry realised that an adequate staff was necessary for 
making the campaign a success and therefore organised the Development 
Department. The department has just started work with the help of Jute 
Regulation staff and it is hoped by the next cold weather we will be in 
possession of all necessary information regarding each and every union 
for drawing up a programme of systematic and methodical work for 
reclaiming' waste lands, increasing yield, introducing new crops, and 
protecting crops from ravages of w-ater-hyacinth, etc. We also expect to 
have a seed store in every jute circle where we propose to store best seeds 
of everj* crop. We have also got ready a scheme for seasonal collection of 
agricultural crop statistics after field to field inspection and it will be 
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before the Cabinet within a few weeks. Without such statistics it is 
iinpossiMe to devise planned agriculture. 

If Bengal is to meet the demand of food of its ever increasing popula- 
tion it must go in for extensive cultivation of potatoes and sweet potatoes 
which gives fifteen times more yield than that of rice. We must have a 
larger area for such crops in every union and if we start work with such 
planning we hope to overcome the demon of starvation once for all and 
for ever. 

We have been doing everything possible to conserve our cattle popula- 
tion and also to replenish it by importing from adjoining provinces. We 
are allowing loans liberally to our poorer agriculturists for purchase of 
cattle. We are going to reorganise the whole Agriculture Department 
with a view to stafi it with adequate and efficient staff, and with that 
object in view we hav(^ brought a Professor of Agriculture of great 
eminence from the Punjab. We will, if necessary, go to other and distant 
countries for bringing men who may render us real assistance in developing 
our agariculture. In short we are determined, Iiisluillahtala, to leave 
nothing undone which is humanly possible for developing the agriculture 
of our country and making Bengal a self-supporting and prosperous 
country as it once used to be. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for exj)cnditure under the head “40— Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Ciipta that the demand of 
Rs. 1 ,211,51 ,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture’’ be 
redueed by Rs. 100, was then put ami lost. 

The motion of Mr. Patiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs, 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ashutosh Lahiri that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agiiculture” be rediici*d by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 1.29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” he redueed by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Kliondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Sris Chandra Xandy, of Cossimbazar, that 
the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmad Chowdhury that the 
demand of R|. 1,29,61,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- ■ 
culture'* be reduced bv Rs. 100. W’as then nut and lost. 



DEMAND poll GEANTS. 


m 


motion of Bai Harendra Natli Chaudhuri that the demand of 
Bs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture** he 
reduced by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
Bs, 1,29.51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture** be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MuazKamuddin 
Hosain that a sum of Rs. 1,29,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “40 — Agriculture ’, was then put and agreed to. 

' 41— Veterinary, 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of llis Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 8,‘U),000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
“41 — Veterinary". 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg ft) move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,80,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary’* be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this in order to raise a diseussion about the 
failure of Government to provide remedy for cattle diseases. 

Sir, this is a (question whicdi is very vital not only for the agriculturi.sts 
but also for the Government in their attempt to grow more food but 
looking at the budget figure we are disappointed to find that the same 
figure i.s continuing. In the Red Book it has been shown that the small 
increase is due mainly to higher (‘ost of fodder and cattle. 1 want to 
know from the (jovernment what steps do they (‘onteinplate to take in order 
to combat this fell disease prevalent amongst cattle in Bengal. 

Dr. COBINDA«CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,8(),(M)() for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary** 
be reduced h> Rs. 100. I njove this motion in order to raise a discussion 
about tailure of Government to save the cattle from the epidemic. 

irrsrM I 

Epidemic yppi'S Tmi ^ I 

^ ^ 1 (y 

^1 I ^ “Grow more food campaign" sucessful C?^tC 9 f 

^ I ^nn:^<n ’RTS ^ ^ ^ i 

Assembly^ ' 4*^5 Vetoinary 

Departmentil^ I Department failure I 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs, 8,80,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — 

Veterinary” be reduced by Rs, 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise 

a discussion about the maladministration in the Bengal Veterinary College, 
Belgachia, and the arbitrary dismissal and suspension of officers of the 
permanent cadre. 

Sir, owing to shortness of time I will confine myself to the last part of 
my motion and 1 shall draw the attention of the House to the glaring 
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injustice done whimsically and arbitrarily to an officer of the Veterinary 
College. During the general discussion of the budget I referred to this 
case and today I place the facts before the House. This officer, Mr. N. G. 
Mukherjee by name, a lecturer of the Veterinary College, has been 
arbitrarily and whimsically dismissed without drawing up any proceeding 
whatsoever against him, without framing any charge aj^ainst him, without 
giving an opportunity to this gentleman to explain his conduct or explain 
himself. Sir, he was an assistant lecturer in the Subordinate Veterinary 
Service under the control of the Veterinary Adviser to the Government of 
Bengal. The Veterinary Adviser to the Government of B^engal was the 
appointing authority. He would certainly, if he were in that capacity, 
deal with this matter, but. Sir, this officer who was removed from service 
arbitrarily w^as a lecturer ot the Veterinary College and this Veterinary 
Adviser to the Government of Bengal had no hand in it because Govern- 
ment was the appointing authority and it was Government alone who could 
dismiss this officer. By Notificalion No. 1 Veterinary, dated the 5th 
January, 194d, this officer w^as appointed as lecturer of the (‘ollege. Since 
then there was no other notification published by Government reverting 
this officer to the rank of assislant lecdurer and T do not know how there w’^as 
the authority on the part of the Veterinar\ Adviser to dismiss him. 

This officer applied for leave for three months^ from the 1st of September 
and he was allowed to go on leave in anticipation of the Government order. 
Government asked him to appear before the Medical Board to get a certi- 
ficate. He did appear before the Medical Board and he submitted day-to- 
da^\ rej)orts to the \ eterinary College and got acknowledgment receipts. 
But what w^as the order of dismissal? That lie flouted the Government 
order and that he did not appear before the Medical Bpard. It was not a 
fact and this order of dismissal was illegal, ultra nrcs and the Minister 
himself without going into the allegations, without taking any evidence 
also noted on a letter written ty Mr. Fazlur Rahman, of the Govern- 

ment Party to him on the 2‘Jnd June that he also has got complaints against 
this officer. Sir, the judgment w’as passed before taking evidence against 
this officer. Sir, the Hon ’hie Minister served under the Government of 
Bengal and he was a trying Magistrate. He knew the rule of law that 
pronouncement of judgment should be after taking evidence, after hearing 
the accused. That was not done because, as I said the other day, this 
officer was not in the good book of the Assistant Secretary of the depart- 
ment who is a brother-in-law^ of the son of the Minister and there was a 
vile conspiracy between this Assistant Secretary, the Principal of the 
College and the Veterinary Adviser to the Government. For this vile 
conspiracy this officer had to go and the Minister by his conduct gets 
bimself implicated in the conspiracy. 

Sir, the case of this officer was recommended for confirmation in the 
post and the file was referred to the Public Service Commission, and the 
Public Service Commission when submitting the report recorded that he 
was not only fit for this lower veterinary grade but he was fit for higher 
veterinary grade. Sir,, he was an officer of the gazetted rank and it waa 
Government alone who could dismiss him, but that was not done. An 
officer was appointed in his place by Government without scrutinising the 
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whether the dismissal was right or wrong ^and the delect has been 
detected in the Finance Department. The newly appointed gentleman has 
not been paid for four months. I would therefore request the Hon’ble 
Minister to scrutinise the file from top to bottom and remove this illegal 
order and reinstate him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary’^ be reduced 

by Rs. lUO in order to raise a discussion about the maladministration of the 
department and the inability of the department to improve the livestock 
position in the province. 

With regard to the maladministration part of it my previous speaker 
ha^ already laid very clearly the charges which 1 also had in view. The 
officers of the department are living constantly in fear of some interfer- 
ence by an enthusiastic M.L.A. and it appears that without enquiry into 
the allegation steps are being taken by the departmental superiors and it 
is very difficult to understand why all this is done. It is not merely with 
regard to one officer as has been pointed out by Mr. Shnmsmldin Ahmed 
Khondkar but 1 find tl»ere are series of officers who have been similarly 
treated. This reciuires very careful investigation. While this has been 
the case with regard to some of tin* very able and expert officers of the 
department, it appears that so far as the head of the department is con- 
cerned serious charges have been laid against him, but no action appears 
to have been taken either to investigate into those charges or to bring him 
to book. 

With regard to the other part of my motion, I would invite the Hon’ble 
Minister’s attention to tlie deterioration in the conditions of livestock in 
the jirovince jiarticularly with regard to the fighting of cattle diseases for 
whieli members of different se(*tions of this House have already invited^his 
attention. The system that was orij^inally in vogue was changed and the 
entire Veterinary ifeiiartment was provincialised. It is time, Sir, that 
this provincialised department be expanded with a larger number of duly 
qualified persons and if this has to be done the education of our youngmen 
in veterinary science has to be cx{)anded too. It appears that there is great 
paucit\ of qualified men in the province and even from outside it is not 
possible to get a number of qualified men overnight and therefore 1 submit, 
Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister will do well to look into the possibility of 
increasing the number of duly qualified veterinary surgeons for the 
province by improving the conditions and teachhig of the Veterinary 
College. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIH H08AIN: 

Sir, I have only a few words to speak in reply. A definite charge has been 
made as regard.s maladministration in the Veterinary College, Belgachiay 
and arbitrary dismissal and suspension of officers. As regards dismissal of 
the officer referred to. Government had nothing to do with it. I think the 
head of^the department has passed the order for dismissal and if the officer 
is aggrieved be is quite at liberty to file an appeal to the Secretary and the 
Secretary is competent to deal with the matter. (Dr. Nalikaksha Sanyal: 
He has already done it, I understand. The Public Service Commission has 
•aid that the appeal is justified.) 
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Ufa SPEAKERS That ^is another matter. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

He may have gone to the Public Service Commission. The Government 
has nothing to do with it. When a reference has been made about 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman’s note, I may say that Mr. Rahman sent the note to 
tne. I made certain enquiries about the officer in question and it was 
found that he was a discharged officer of the C.S.P.C.A. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: How many years ago?) I do not know that exactly, but many 
years ago. Jn the covering note it was stated: “We are surprised to find 
a man of such nature being taken in as a lecturer of the Veterinary 
College.” That was all. I considered whether he was actually competent 
to be a lecturer of the college. That was the only thing with which I was 
concerned. As regards the complaint against the Director of Veterinary 
the petition of complaint was sent to the Veterinary Adviser for report, 
but the report was never received, it never saw the light of the day. 

* As regards the general complaint that Government has done nothing 
to check cattle disease, I may say that whenever we get reports of cattle 
epidemics the epidemic staff at the headquarters are mobilised and also 
district and divisional officers are sent out to check the epidemic, and 
everything possible is done. I admit that here also the department is 
understaffed and requires expansion. As mentioned by Dr. Sanyal not 
only the department but the college also requires improvement to a very 
great extent. 1 find that the college is not very popular now-a-days. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: How can it be popular if you send away the 
popular officers?) We must get the right type of men in the college. In 
passing 1 may say that in order to check epidemics we have already got 
a scheme of mass inoculation for prevention of cattle disease, and this will 
be before the Cabinet very soon and we have also introduced a Bill in the 
Council for checking epidemics by tdking steps against spread of cattle 
disease. So, it cannot be said that we are unaware Y)f the situation; we 
are doing all that is possible to do under the present circumstances. 

The motion of Mr. Upendra Nath Barman that the demand of 
Rs. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik that the demand of 
Rs. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. ^hamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was theu put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 8,30,000 
for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain that a sum of Rs. 8,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “41 — Veterinary”, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjoummeiiu 

The House was then adjourned at 7 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Tueeday, the 
28th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Pn^edmgs of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembl\ niet in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, tbe 
28th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syej) N.vrsitKR Ai.i, in the Chair) 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 204 members. 


STARRED QUESnONS 

(to which oral answm were given) 

Petitions for grant of family allowance from oertain security prisoners. 

M98. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that security prisoners liubus Makhnnlal Misrn, 
Durgesh Chandra Bhattacharjee and Nirmal Kanta Sen of Dacca at present 
detained in the Buxa Special Heserve Jail, have sent several petitions to the 
Government for the grant of their family allowance but have received no 
replies as yet? 

(h) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister l»e 
pleased to state — 

(i) the date of their petitions; and 

(ii) the reasons for not sending any replies as yet? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) they were all earning members of their families before their arrest#; 

(ij) Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen was the main helping hand to his old father 
in procuring cases for their Life Insurance agency business and 
was also earning from private tuition; 

(ill) Babu Ninnal Kanta Son has got a large number of family members 
including his two unmarried sisters to maintain ; and 

(iv) Babu Makhan Lai Misra has no relation or friend who can maintain 
his helpless old widowed mother? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting family allowances to them ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): Oi) Petitions for grant of family allowance 
were received from these security j)risoncrs and replies thereto have been 
given. 

(b) (i) Petitions of Babu Makhanlal Misra are dated 9tb NovemlJUr, 1942, 
25th January, 1943, and 18th March, 1943; those of Babu Durgesh Chandra 
Bhattacharjee are dated the 2nd February, 1943, 28th February, 1943, 
4th May, 1943, 26th June, 1943, and 2nd August, 1943; and those of Babu 
Nirmal Eanta Sen are dated the 5th October, 1942, 27th April, 1943, 12tk 
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June, 1943, 22nd August, 1948, 22nd July, 1943, 29th September, 1943, 13A 
October, 1943, and 16th November, 1943. 

(it) Does not arise. 

(c) (i) No, except Babu Durgesb Chandra Bhattacharjec, 

(u) No. 

(tit) He has six members including the two sisters. 

(tv) My information is that the widow is his foster mother and she gets 
a family allowance of Rs.SO per month on account of her nephew Security 
Prisoner Babu Kshitish Chandra Mukherji. 

(d) and (e) Babu I>urgesh Chandra Bhattacharjee has Wn granted a family 
allowanre of Its. 30 per month. Babus Makjian lial Misra and Nirmal Kanta 
Sen have not been granted any family allowance as their families have not 
been deprived of any legitimate source of income by their arrest and deten- 
tion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer («), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform the Tlouse how long did it tnke 
Government to reply to the jietition of Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With referem.e to answer (r) (??), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of making 
fresh enipiiries and revising the answers if I can give him definite informa- 
tion that Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen was earning at the time of his arrest by 
tuition and life insurance business? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The informat ion of Government 
is that by the arrest and detention of Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen there was 
no loss to the family. His family consists of ti members of whom his 
father and his two brothers are all earning members. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hurrble Minister kindly 
tell us if it is not the jadicy of (lovernment to grant a family allowance if 
by detention of a jiri.soiier his family has been deprived of the in(‘ome he 
was earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If a f amily has been dejirTved of 
any income by tlie arrest and detention of a security prisoner then it is 
the Government policy to grant family allowance. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I n view of the answer just now 
given, does the Ilon’ble Minister think it desirable that a fresh enquiry’' 
should be started when one member gives definite information that this 
particular security prisoner (Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen) was earning and 
that by his detention his family had beiui deprived of the earning which 
Babu Nirmal Kauta. Sen was contributing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that be was not an earning member before bis arrest, but as one honour- 
able mepiber of this House says that he is in a position to state that be 
was an earning member, certainly Government will enquire into it. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the principle on which family allowances are 
giren to security prisoners F 
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Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I think that the pdicy of 
Government with re^rard to the g^raot of family allowances to security 
prisoners has been explained several times in this House. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to let us know whether it is the policy of the Government of Bengal 
to allow family allowances to sucdi prisoners as though not earning any- 
thing at the time of arrest might have earned something in the meantime 
during the }>eriod of their detention? / 

KKan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Tu some exceptional cases family 
allowances are granted b> Government on comjiassionate grounds even if a 
security ]uisonei' \\a> not earning anything. But, as I said, that is not the 
general policy . ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference fo the answer just now 
given that two brothers of Babii Nirmal Kanta Sen are earning, will the 
Hon’hle Minister he [deased state what is (heir occupation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: 1 w'ant notice. 

Promotion in Calcutta Police. 

•199. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
in the year 1943-44 there have been cases of promotion from the rank of the 
Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police to the rank of Sub-Inspector of Police bo 
far as the Calcutta Police is concerned ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many — 

(t) Muslims; and 

(ti) Hindus 

have been so promoted ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir 
Nazimuddin): Yes. Four Jiromotions were made in 1943 and all the 
promotee.s were Hindus^ No promotion has yet been made during this 
year. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to statt^ whether any cases of seniormost officers have been 
disregarded so far as these promotions are concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I want notice. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether of thes<* 4 promotions there was any Scheduled 
Caste officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: No, Sir. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon Tile Minister be pleased 
to st^te whether in the matter of promotion the principle of communal ratio 
is totally ignored? 
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KllSn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS The policy underlying promotion 
is that it depends on merit and seniority. Inequalities in the number of 
officers belonging to different communities are redressed in making direct 
recruitments. 

Mr« ABUL H08AIN AHMEDS In view of the fart that there are 
candidates possessing minimum qualifications required to fill the communal 
ratio, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to see that employees without 
^ny major punishments are jiromoted at the time of making promotions to 
make up the communal ratio? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl! In the matter of promotion 
Communal Ilatio Rules are not taken seriously into consideration. If there 
is any inequality it is redressed at the |pme of making direct recruitment. 

Mr^ Ai Ml ABDUL^HAMIDs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to recruit 2 more 
Muslim ^ub-Inspectnrs in view of these 4 promotions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Communal Ratio Service Rules 
are strictly observed by this Government in the matter of direct 
recruitments. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state who is the ap])ointing authority in the case of j)rumotion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: The Commissif.ner of Rolice. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’blo Minister be 
pleased to state whether there were any Muslims whose claims were 
overlooked ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I want notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Uon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will consider the desirability of looking into 
the mutter it the cases of Muslims have been overlooked? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Mauivi AHMED ALl MRIDHA: With regard to the last portion of 
the answer that no promotion has yet been made during this year, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to see that the ^ses of deserving Muslim 
candidates for promotion are not overlooked? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: If there are Muslim officers who 
are qualified for promotion certainly their cases will be fully considered. 

Mauivi AHMED ALl MRIDHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
even when there are suitable Muslim candidates fit for promotion, the 
superior officers prepare their service record in such a way, if there are non- 
Muslim candidates, as to shut out all promotion frf)m them? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mf, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the principle of Communal Ratio Rules will be observed in the 
case of promotion also in future? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: The Communal Ratio Rules do 
not apply in the case of promotions. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Death of a security prisoner in Berhampore Special dail. 

SS. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Eon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether — 

(i) a security prisoner at the Berhampore Special Jail died recently 

(within about three months last) without previous illness; and 

(ii) the said prisoner received injuries in the hands of warders imme- 

diately before his death 

(h) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the atlirmative, w’ill the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of such injuries and the post mortem 
report about the cause of his death Y 

(r) Will tile 11 on ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the name and description of the said prisoner and the period of hia 
detention ; 

(/M the circumstances that led to his death; 

» whether any case has been started against any one in connection 
with his death; and 

(iv) whether any official or uon-offieial enquiry has been made? 

‘ (J) If the answer to (c) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the report of such enquiry? 

{e , Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
non-nflicial visitor to the said jail? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state bis name? 

(fj> If the answ'er to (e) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir HAZIMUDDIN: (a) A Chief Head Warder and 
a criminal security prisoner met their deaths in this Jail in circumstances 
which are new the subject of judicial proceedings. 

(h\ (c) (ii) and (d) No, The matter is sub-judice. 

(r) (i) Criminal security prisoner Ananta Pandey; period of detention 
indefinite. 

(Hi) and (tv) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(ft Does not arise. 

(.0^ The matter escaped attention. The Commissioner of the Division has 
now been asked to make the necessary appointment. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 1 
find that one summary answer seems to dispose of the bulk of the questions 
put by saying that the matter is snh’judice. The posthmOrtem, report is a 
matter which cannot be suh-jvdice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. But what is your point of 
order? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my point is that I wanted 
to know certain specific matters. But so far as the question of $uh-judic9 
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is ccmcBmed, it arises aiily if there is anything which relates to the case. 
If there is any offender who has been brought under trial, then only the 
matter can be said to be suh-judice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point? You are not satisfied with the 
answer, but I am sorry, I cannot help you. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, besides the fact that most 
of the questioiA arc answered unsatisfactorily, this question has not been 
answered at all. That is my point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been put and an answer has been 
given JU’cording to ])ractice. If you are not satisfied with the answer, 
you can elicit further information by putting supplementary questions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of the siih-]udu:e matter and who 
were the parties in the case under dispute? 

Kh&n Bfthadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter regarding the occur- 
rence that took place in the jail is su!>-ju(lice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Has anybody been prosecuted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What are the materials before 
the Hon’ble Minister for observing that the matter is svb-judire? And 
who are the parties in the case? 

Khan Bahaduv MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is ^Iih-judicc because 
the Government know that it is so. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of any person who is a complainant and of any person who is an accused 
in this incident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Since it appears that both the 
parties in the afiruy are dead, who is the person who has been prosecuted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. « 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the report of the doctor regarding the injuries 
received by the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not in a position to state 
that now, as I have already said the matter is sub-judiee. 

Mr., SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Executive Officer, as required under the Jail 
Code, has been deputed for holding an enquiry? If so, who is that 
officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: An enquiry was held. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: By whom? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is in a position to give replie.s to any supple- 
mentary questions relating to the incident that occurred? 
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NMn Bahadiir MOHAMMED ALIt Te». I ua. Bvt I tau'iiat pn- 
pared to disclose any information which is under examination or which is 
iub-judice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to agree to holding up this question pending further enquiry into 
the question P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is for the Speaker to decide. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may I appeal to you to 
hold over this question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But he has answered the question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEItHAR 8ANYAL: Sir^ in view of the serlousnesa 

of the case all that I want to have is information which is out-side the case 
which is sub-jvdi('e. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why not then give u separate 

notice? If the honourahle member gives a notice, the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge will be prepared to answer the question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long this jail has been in existence? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: When was the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister first drawn to the fact that there was no non-official 
visitor in respect of this jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was brought to the notice of 
the Government when the question was received. This was a special jail 
and was not treated as a central jail, and therefore the matter was over- 
looked. Tinder section 5() ot the Jail Code it is necessury to appoint non- 
official visitors, but it was overlooked in this case. But since notice was 
received, steps have been taken by Government to appoint non-official 
visitors. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Without prejudice to the 
hypothetical or speculative cases that may or may not be in existence, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the story that has reached 
the Government in connection with this incident that has resulted in two 
deaths? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No story reached Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Any version that has come to 
the Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is only the official report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What is the report? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have already said, I do not 
think that it should be disclosed at this stage. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What are the reasons for which 
the report received should not be disclosed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because the matter is sub^judice. 

S4 
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^udgniaiit of Hon^blo High Court and fHiipoaod logialation for amendmont of 
law on the aubject 

06. Mr. A6HUT08H LAHIRY: (a) Has the attention of the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department been drawn to a judgment of 
the Hon'ble High Court delivered on the 20th January, 1944, in the case of 
Bah<idnrsing Singh versus Sanyasi Charan Ghosh wherein it has been held that 
arrest and detention in jail of a judgment-debtor in addition to attachment 
and sale of his property is legal ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the ajOBirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of bringing in legislation to change the law on the 
subject? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): Yes. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the answer “Yes*’ refers to question (a) or, question (b)? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: To both (a) and (b). 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister \ye pleased to state 
whether the provincial Government has got any power to amend the Civil 
Procedure Code? 

Mr. SPEAKER: These come under rules made by the High Court. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when he intends to bring forward a legislation for this purpose? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: As soon as possible. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be more 
specific as to when he will bring in the new legislation? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Probably in the next session of the 
Assembly. 

Enquiry regarding Hunger-strike in the Rajshahi Centrail Jail. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T have received definite infor- 
mation that seventeen security prisoners have resorted to hunger-strike in 
the Rajshahi Central Jail and that one of them has been transferred to the 
Medical College for treatment. I now want to know from the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister what is the reason for the recent hunger-strike and also if 
the Government has taken any step to induce the prisoners to give up the 
hunger-strike. The hunger-strike began on the 20th March. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister is absent today. He went to Rajshahi and he knows the entire 
position. If the honourable member will press his question when the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister will be present I think he will get a reply. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I not in the meantime 
request the Parliamentary Secretary to make enquiries of the Home Depart- 
ment officers some of whom are present here? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole point is this. This is something which 
has been brought to the notice of Government just now here in this House 
And the Parliamentary Secretary has said what he has got to say. What 
others will say it is not for me to direct. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: We are only requeating the 
Government through you, Sir, to let us know the actual situation with 
regard to this serious matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the best course in a matter of this descrip- 
tion is that a statement should be made and the Leader of the House may 
make that statement. Howerer, that has not been done and it is now open 
to Government to do what they think necessary. 

Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: This matter, Sir, came up before 
the House on an earlier occasion and an assurance was given at that time 
and particularly it was stated that there was no information of hunger 
strike at all. But in view of the recent information placed before the 
House by an honourable member I think it is Government’s duty to fully 
enquire into the matter and satisfy us that there is no cause for anxiety.. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, that will \ye done; I have 
taken a note of it. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT8. 

XVII.— Irrigation, etc. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor T beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. ],4J),b3,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII — 
Irrigation — Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed 
from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed 
from Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 68 — Constructin of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works.” 

Maharajadhiraja UDAY CHAND MAHTAB Bahadur, of Burdwan: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Its. 1,49,13,000 for 
expenditure under the heads “XA^II — Irrigation, etc.” he reduced b.V 
Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about emergency 
irrigation schemes in connertion with “Grow More Food” campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, irrigation and food arc of paramount importance for 
the rebuilding of our national life in this province. The gravity of the 
food problem has been evidenced in a magnified form by the great calamity 
which now stares us in the face, the scarcity from which millions in Bengal 
are suffering even now, has not only stirred public opinion abroad 'but is 
hampering the war effort in the East. I do not think there is anyone in 
this House or outside who does not realise the deplorable conditions 
prevailing in this province. If Bengal is to be saved from ruin and 
disaster, both her net crop areas under cultivation and acreage produce 
must he increased. This problem is vitally connected with irrigation. 
Proper schemes for resuscitating dead and dying rivers and having irriga- 
tion canals in areas which normally produce us no crops are absolutely 
essential. 

Sir, most of the work of the Irrigation Department is concerned with 
piecemeal improvement of waterways and drainage channels which is very 
un8ati8factoiy% There has been a consistent demand from all sections of 
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the House, year after year, for the resuscitation of the dying and decadent 
rivers in various parts of the province. The necessity and importance of 
the subject has been admitted by this and previous Governments. But 
J5vhat is it that has stood in our way? It had been said by previous 
Governments that it was the question of finance that stood in the way. 
'But the financial position of Bengal has remained unchanged since the time 
of Warren Hastings and unless we can show a united front the pious wishes 
and benevolent schemes of any Government in power in this province will 
remain a dead letter for ever. Can the Government take up seriously any 
elaborate scheme with its present finance? If not, I am sure the Minister 
in charge will inform the House what steps are going to be taken to get 
money for such schemes. Schemes and projects cannot be worked out on 
the plea of such phrases as “abnormal cost^’, “prohibitive cost’’, etc. I 
hope the Hon’ble Minister on behalf of the whole Ministry would not remind 
Ufl that this year’s budget has been framed under the stress and strain of 
war conditions. 

Sir, recently I had occasion to preside over an expert committee where 
I was informed by one of the members from the Punjab that they are goin^ 
to start building one of the highest reservoir dams in the world imme- 
diately, war or no war. What is our Government going to do with regard 
to the unanimous recommendations of the Damodar Flood Enquiry 
Committee? Are they going to presene it as a reli{‘ or do they propose to 
act on the proposals before the next rains to prevent a recurrence of what 
happned last year? Since 1850 when the Government took over the 
zemindary portion of the Damodar embankments and abandoned the left 
embankment for the protection of the railway lines, the Grand Trunk Eoad 
and the Port of Calcutta, proposals have come and proposals have gone, but 
the floods have gone on for ever uncontrolled. 

In the Tennessee valley in the Fnited States of America, one over- 
riding personality, viz., that of President Roosevelt, has transformed the 
valley within the last few years into a Garden of Paradise where plenty 
now abounds, I hope Government are going to rise to the occasion and 
give effect to the recommendations of the Committee I have just mentioned. 

Sir, the mischief done by the annual Damodar floods would justify a 
capital expenditure of a hundred crores for remedial measures, particularly 
if Government take into consideration the far-reaching damages done in 
those areas all these years and as to what the total amount came to. The 
shrinkage of areas under cultivation in Western Bengal is due to the 
presence of a bad embankment policy, interference with natural drainages 
hy railways and roads and the want of a proper irrigation scheme. In 
Burdwan and Hooghly districts alone where the areas under cultivation at 
the end of the last century were 12-5 lakhs and 5 ;4 lakhs acres, respectively, 
they have come down to 7*4 and 2*9 lakhs acres and the acreage produce 
of anuin paddy from 30 maunds to 20 maunds in the normal years on an 
average. This means that these two districts alone have been deprived of 
about 15-2 million maunds of paddy in normal years which could have fed 
about 2*5 million people. Over and above the annual loss referred to, an 
area of about 400 square miles in the district of Burdwan has been rendered 
unfit for cultivation due to the breaches on the left bank of the Damodar 
last year. 
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dir, in John Company days both the raijfots and the landlords were 
entitied to compensation for the loss of their crops due to floods from the 
Government under the terms of a contract. Since 1856 when the respon* 
sibility of the Government became greater and in spite of the provision for 
compensation in tlie amended Embankment Act of 1855, Governtnenf 
arbitrarily decided by recording a minute that nobody was entitled 
compensation. Remission of revenue was admitted on such ground. I 
hope the Minister will inform us why such remissions have been withheld^ 

In conclusion. Sir, I would like to say that with regard to remedial 
measures regarding the dead and dying rivers of Bengal, there should be 
a planned action and planning should be done by an All-Province Water- 
ways and Drainage Board. This Board should he immediately constituted- 
along with other post-war planning committees that the Government have 
now in consideration. The Committee should have a non-ofiicial Chainnan. 
and a permanent Secretary'. It should start colletding facts and'figureBr 
immediately. We must remember that there is no time to lose. If Bengal 
is to live and produce more food, her rivers must bo revived. (Applause.). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! Sir, I beg to move that the demnndi 
of Rs. I,4f),l'b600 for expenditure under the head “XVII — Irrigation, etc.’’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the urgency of u compre- 
hensive policy and planning for the furtherance of different categories of 
irrigation w’orks including “Grow More Food”, irrigation j)rojects and the 
protective works against flood damages, specially of the Damodar. 

Sir, it is liardly possible to do justice to tliis important subject of 
irrigation in Bengal w’ithin the short space of three minutes permitted to 
me or even five minutes. I shall, therefore, try to ))ut a few salient 
features for the consideration of Government. Government’s continueth 
failure to devise a comprehensive jmlicy for undertaking all classes oi 
irrigation including resuscitation of alluvial rivers in north and Centrali 
Bengal, control of tidal rivers in southern Bengal and retention and 
conservation of West Bengal water resources flowing through hilly and 
torrential streams, all these have been drawn attention to by me from time 
to time during previous budget discussions. We still feel. Sir, that event 
though matters had been under Government’s purview for a pretty long 
time, nothing substantial appears to have been done to devise a comprehen- 
sive policy covering all these various aspects of the question. Government, 
it appears to me, are still tinkering with the problems, small problems whicb 
arise out of most immediate issues which they are faced with following 
some crisis — either crisis due to famine or crisis due to flood and cycloiie. 
There are many very good schemes which Government had in the past 
undertaken but which remain now practically RU8])ended, and I would like 
to know whether Government propose to pursue those schemes or they would 
keep them shelved till eternity. Among those schemes there are very 
valuable schemes like “Hour Scheme” in the district of Birbhum, 
Darakeswar. scheme, Howrah -Hooghly flushing scheme, Central Bengal 
flushing scheme including the resuscitation of Bhairab, Teesta scheme, 
Gumti scheme, and last but not the least the project now under examina- 
tion namely the salt lake scheme near about Calcutta. 

We feel, Sir, that irrigation in Bengal involves three important aspects 
— irrigating the soil for agricultural purposes, maintaining and improving 
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the watercourses for transport and the prevention of waterlogj^ing, and 
improving the conditions of health through proper drainage. Due atten- 
tion to these aspects has not been directed and the schemes so far under- 
taken have more or less been enforced either to look in some cases to the 
drainage portion of irrigation or to the agricultural part of it, but not 
comprehensively covering both agricultural improvement as well as trans- 
port and also with a view to further improvement of health. All the 
activities of the Department, as I have already stated, appear to be directed 
to meet immediate problems and sometimes these immediate problems are so 
handled as not to be commensurate with a big long-term policy. One such 
scheme we have just now been through in connection with Damodar floods 
refers to the immediate covering of the breach and more than a crore of 
rupees has been or is going to be spent for the same. If this amount would 
have been spent during Mr. Addams-Williams’ days by building retard 
dams as recommended by Mr. Glass no flood damage would have occurred 
at all and there would have been great pro8j)erity and increase of wealth 
throughout. It is understood, as Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the President of the Damodar Flood Enquiry Committee, has just now 
revealed, that his Committee have already submitted their report a fortnight 
ago and they have recommended among others the construction of three 
retardation dams at Parjori, Palkia and IJsri as already recommended by 
Mr. Glass and they have also recommended a number of controlled spills 
and escapements on the left bank thereby resuscitating at the same time 
some old beds of wafer courses through the districts of Burdwan and 
flooghly and they have further recommended afforestation in the catch- 
ment areas. W^e want to know definitely what Government propose to do 
to expedite action as per those recommendations. Sir, money should not 
be the only concern in undertaking these schemes, nor should difficulties 
due to war conditions stand in the way. I hope Government will not wait 
for another devastating flood to make them wiser in these respects. It is 
felt that the money spent will be amply repaid if along with dams suitable 
electricity generating schemes are coupled and many essential industries 
like manufacture of fertilisers and aluminium can be undertaken with 
advantage. While on this, Sir, I would invite the Hon’ble Minister’s 
attention to the loss that has been caused through the silting up of the 
mouth of the Eden Canal which, I presume, is going to be resuscitated and 
a new course of Eden Canal is going to be constructed. I would like to 
know whether failing this or till the Eden Canal is made operative, the 
collection of the Eden Canal rates has been stopped. For the time being 
we understand that the persons who are required to pay the rates for the 
Eden Canal are not exempted and, Sir, I would also request the Hon’ble 
Minister te let us know whether the sand clearing over the land which has 
been devastated through the last floods has been undertaken or is going to 
be undertaken. 

The “Grow More Food” campaign requires larger and more enthusiastic 
undertaking of small irrigation schemes and I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister on the policy that this Government has followed in this respect, 
but Sir, I submit that unless Government takes people into their confidence 
and greater co-operation of local bodies and the public is secured, the 
policy that Government propose to pursue will end in a failure. 
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So far as the newspaper reports go we have had only about 17 such 
schemes taken up. This is much too small a number for the province. 
Emphasis in these is being given on the irrigation through pumping. I 
submit that there are a large number of small cuts and drainage works 
which might help to increase the possibility of agricultural improve- 
ment more extensively and this should receive greater attention than the 
construction of pumps particularly those to be worked with the help of 
diesel engines which may be very difficult to obtain. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the head “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
the failure of Government to re-excavate the silted portion of the river 
“Titash” from Dharkhar ferry ghat to Akhaura in the district of Tippera 
to make it navigable. 

^ c^r 

'3 ^ ^ 1 

’^7*5^ I •tick's I 

Cl c*^ fw1%5 

*frr ^ ^Rrarfe:^ — 

'3 m f 1*^ I Tlr^i 

(Rpfr^ ^3t)i m I ^3 vrtffnr w f^?i 4^ ^ 

i7f%¥i I 4?^ 5T-?fj| ^p] v\ ^ I 

4 ^ ^ c^»rc*f ^ 1 fr? 

^ r 3 ^ ’?Tc^r 5^1 1 -^itn- 

*^11 ^srf^Rt^ ^ ^ 7^ I C«Rt?r Cl ^15 

tffTO iiT^r 'ot5'ro=t? ^ i 

c K ^? \ mi f^: 

^PTT^rr^^f'S 4^ ^ Ofd cst^ 

I 'Mi"fi (71 415 Hi 4 I 5 ICW 4®tI^14 

4^ ’T-^ 'BR7 ^"4T^t 

^rfe»rcv ^ Tic^cf -^TTOit^ 5rfer5f^ ci, ’^rc^rlx^f 4^ trPn 

tjtSId '<3i ^*T*Rr*H S^*'5‘ ^rrm ^Ffir?ii *dtit^ ^®it‘f’‘nOTi ■^11^ 

^1 ^RR, 4^^ '3 v\ 

^PsHTrai "s^Tpr?! ’^ff%u3 ^tpni I 

Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAdI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 under the heads “XVII — Irrigation etc.”, be reduced by 
Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion about Damodar embank- 
ment and measures taken by the Government to prevent Damodar flood 
havoc. 
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, embankment '^rfsrt^T 

fl^F! 3r5m«n ^ i 

<7r^ '9^ ^f'^rfll #J1 <7R 

(M^ ^ I :>s?>a) 

(TT ^rfirfp 1w ^ ^ w c«tc^ «f 5t^ 

“As regards embaiiknients, it is doubtful whether there is any more 
serious or difficult problem in the whole realm of civil engineering 
than that which is presented by the deltaic country, the rivers of which 
than that which is present/ed by the delataic country, the rivers of which 
have, by the construction of embankijients, been robbed of the possibility 
of discharging their natural function of hind formation. The rivers of 
Bengal, in their passage to the sea, carry vast quantities of sediment, but 
their slope through the delta is too small to generate the velocity necessary 
to transport it.” 

(?m:^ voio<‘ity ^ ^ C5ei c»f^ 

“One of the most important of these problems is to be found in the 
embankments of the Dainodar river. These were constructed at the begin- 
ning of last century; eighty years ago the engineers, alarmed by the rise 
in the river levels, demolished 20 miles of (be right embankment and 10 
more miles were demolished forty years later. The policy of demolishing 
one embankment only is obviously wrong and its effect cannot be more than 
purely temporary. Silt has been allowed to deposit on the exposed side 
with the result, it is stated by the engineers in charge, that the land on 
the right. bank has on an average risen to a level nearly nine feet higher 
than that on the so-called protected side, which has, at the same time, been 
impoverished by the denial of fertilising silt. Both the land on the right 
bank and, more important, the river bed are said to be rising steadily at 
the rate of about an inch a year, the protected country on the left bank, 
including the town of Burdwan, falling relatively to them at the same 
rate. The protective embankment on that side was raised by three feet 
between 1914 and 1919 and proposals for raising it still further are now 
under consideration. 

35. We have no hesitation in saying that, if the facts are as represented 
to us and unless a new policy is adopted, a calamity is bound eventually 
to occur. In 1913 a flood burst the left bank and spread disaster over a 
large area,” (Page 10.) 

vij? (Tf ^ discussion f 

(TT c^btc"4 ^ 

^5rfT?rf®n ^ 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hia 
ieat.) 

Mr. 8HAMSUOOIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
ike demand of R«. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads XVII — 
Irrigation, etc., be reduced by Bs. 100. 
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I move-this motion to raise a discussion about the failure of Government 
to take up the project of excavation of Tentulia-Balugram canal in the 
Gopalganj subdivision of the Faridpur district ancf to keep the Madaripur 
Bheel route canal navigable throughout the year. 

I know that my motion relates to a matter which is purely local but it 
is no less important on that account. Three-fourths of our subdivision 
comprise in bheel area and in that area paddy is our primary crop. Water 
does not recede and land does not become dry and hard, so it does not become 
fit for cultivation. Water-hyacinth grows thick in the stagnant water and 
moves in columns like glaciers along with st!x)ng gale during flood time 
damaging all crops in the neighbourhood. The project mentioned, namely, 
the excavation of Tentulia-Balugram canal will remove all these difficulties. 
This project connects the river Kumar on the north and the Madaripur hhetl 
route canal on the south. Water-hyacinth, accumulation of rain water and 
early flood and inundation in low-lying areas are all great enemies to our 
crops. The importance of this project will he seen hy the Hon’ble Minister 
from reports of departmental officers. The local people have contributed 
for the survey and preparation of the scheme. There has been a persistent 
demand for this project. I would request the Hon 'hie Minister to take up 
this matter in right earnest and do whatever he can. He will earn the bless- 
^ings and gratitude of h lakh.s of people of my subdivision. 1 submit, Sir* 
that the excavation of Tentulia-Balugram canal will not only remove the 
difficulties I have pointed out, hut w'ill improve sanitation, drainage, trade 
facilities and communication, and it w’ill also help Government in its 
policy of “Grow More Food’\ There will be revenue also ^rom levy of toll 
which the people will not grudge to pay. 

I add a word or two regarrding the Madaripur bheel canal. Tln^ Madari- 
pur bheel route canal is a Government w'ork, and it must he maintained 
and kept in proper order. It has been silted up in places, particularly in 
its entrance at Haridaspur. Immediate excavation is necessary. The 
Hon’ble Minister will he good enough to make a tour and go to the site 
and after seeing the things himself on the spot to direct the departmental 
officers to do the needful. I would also request the Hon’ble Minister to 
direct the departmental officer stationed at Gopalganj to regulate the water 
level of the khal through its locks and sluices in such a way that crops on 
the northern side of the khal are not overflooded by sudden rush of water in 
the months of July and August. 

With these few words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc.”, be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion to 
resuscitate the river Nabaganga, which is being dried up in Jessore. 

^ cvf^r 

c¥fff I ^ wro 1 
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Zsar ^ ^ c?tc?i ^ i <4^ finr? 

^ <pT fiR ^ ^ 

^‘t ’RlR^ ftf ^1 ^ 

^ (?lTC5f I Grow more food campaign ^Ts RRTRT OftfS 

C^ ^ ^ TO^, tVl CTO ^ffC^ C-5tt^ C^ ^ flTST CTO ^ 
^ c:^ (TItsn TO fra Grow more food campaign 

f%5tC'>t?r RTOT ^ (Tor ^ ^^1 1 TO (R TO IfR 

®g cTOr 'TO 'TO '2>tin c^ to ^ i 

’W-^tTO ^ ^ ^TOR ^ ^1%^ ^fr? TOR TOC^ I ^ ^ $*TO 

CTOft^3 ^^ttR TO’IR ^CTO 4?* ^ TO^ '3 TO TOC^ I 

TO "TOR racw (R •R'^sn fin) TO c^i to ^ i TO 
(ttto fir^^T srns tocs? i 'tor (TtTO *tmi ^tTOR 

(RtTO TO I 3n:<17 ^ (TT^ TO^{ ^<?TO — ^ TOR, 

Cl^Sl WR I ^ Rf%^ <il^ TfR TO ^ffifTOl ^1 'RRJRT "JtCR TOR 

Tm CTOC^I 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Es. 1,49, 13, 000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc.”, be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion^ 
about the failure of Government wdth regard to the resuscitation of the 
silted up portion of the river llupnarayan near the Kolaghat Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway Bridge in the district of Midnapore. 

Sir, 1 beg also to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 and I 
want to raise a discussion about the immediate necessity of the materialisa- 
tion of the scheme of the excavation of Chandreswar Canal through the 
Chetua Circuit Embankment in the subdivision of Ghatal in the district of 
Midnapore. 

^RtP]?l R^ 'S 'TO?fT;5 R(Tt^ RfiRR CR 

R*t 'S C^rfi^RR CWRl mfh rRIC^ CRRI RtRffej frtro 

TO fifors TOC^ <71^ ^li'RRr?)'^ TO TO R^CTO^, tfffR CR-JR^t 

RWRTC^ TOl Rf^lR 'Rf%yR RtfRi ?'Cb!? I RT^HtiiRR fif^ RCR'R 

CTOfRft RtW TtC^ CTO-^f'4^R CRRSm CTOtRR CTORtT? Bridge 
CRR CR^ tlR 00 RSRCRR TOT fij'1%5 VCR TOC^ I <5 CRR 
fiRlft RT^RTfw WTOtR«f TOF TOC^ RlTR R'QtRTOf TO WR^TOR RtTO ^?WR 
CTOTOi I RRTTOR RRlTtlRtfi^ '3 ^f%TOTfif 5^ ^tfro^R CTOR 

T*U5 TO ^5f5lR TOT ^ TORf R'^TO S*5iR?t TO TOTO R^^R CRTC^^ ®5 
TO Sck^ I RRtRTOT \tR ^RRtf% RRJlRiC^ RRR <5 R^ fiRl tjRtft^ TO C^^l 
TO ^ TtCR ^RF tpR RtR] m ^R^ R?RTO ^ RTO RfiRl Rh3Rl TTR 
rtci TOT? TO vi^o rSR fir^tfl^fiCRf i r^Mrr 

iS^ ^sfrfins IftRR^ t[1% R'^RR RtRl R^tRFfR CRTH RRTTR R^tR TOT fR>lVfir3 TO 
TO I WR VRTR TO CTO ^ TO R1 I RfiW R^ tjWST RlcSfR 

TO CR RTO TOfR 5fR TOf*t TO ^ RR^ ^1 TOtR CTO TO RtR 
dlR^ UtRRtfRRcRR RRRfT^ ^8 R5 CRtCRfR R5 ^RIRtR RtR^ft r 8 VR I glRRtfR^tClR 
f^itR ^Vri TOF RT I ' 
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'sls'lHi '35 ' toi^ !n*r jj'sW <rtCTlH7 

5»?nr 55 to ?m «rt ftCTWOT tfsriT ^ • •w tc qu s ^ 7firc¥T7 tot 

TTT ftTl, lU T’tTiTrt'r Nfejpr TTTm «RT '®nr5 Teohioal 

Committee i»tCTt*fT TTH Enquiry Committees sftli CT 
C'Ttl'b^H TOT CTOl Sllb^ ^ TfS fts TOI TttT 'oTT '5 fTTOfS ®*fJ f%*t*r 

lilTTl TlNlT TtVR tftT TTSTOT *(51 TO *f:T TO SfCS I Vbt?IC'4 NfT TOTT 

Tt5 1 '3’R f¥ csfi^s oar^Tf?) sifefsT TPTsts ^n5‘t''CTi:‘5T frsnr ?r^ 

caiHslIt ’TtHm'5, CW^rtm, lEfTSt^, C*ttg 'TtfSR, STO’F ?(T^ ^TlTO 

Ttift sfttT fsSfjrPr»ntf?'f?s 'srs'-r'^s ’twsfifr. stwis, 5 tshit 

wests 5fe*r Sirs f^tn ’ffr-ts to i 

'JPS^S S'S! f^'-flTl sst TOITOS fsTO "jS 'stT’rt'f TO Wifs W^S S^ftl? 
fsfr OT 'Sffro Si»WSTS‘f sriTts 5151 SI Silt gfsf »tfsW)S TO fSstS fsfPtS STS71 
WSSf?^ STTS I 

•35 tpresf 'Tis 3sr|f ’srfe fro 'TTfs s#t TOtsrss wT'^tf^s wsr 

’?Si»t S*rfil'5 ’Fffe CS, Ra-pt S'lI'C-M TOT 3Tf TOf S'S* TSiT f^SI «fST 
TSStS TOT '5fI5‘f'CS'^ STTO SCS CS 3S# fs^'5 ^rfSTSTOn f%S TO CSCTO?S SCT 
CTOl F-ratC^, 35 TOTC'-t 35 S<ts-5i SSCS '3f?l sfs Ttc^ ’ifsTSSfSI TS, WTOT 
SSTlS pr? SSSTtS TOfT SSTTO 5TI5 *tTCS 3S; TOT fsCT StTS ''fi5‘t'CSC‘5s 
Grow more food comp»ign3S ^CVlT STO STOtS 3T *1^ Wlf?(T<3 ST? eftes I 
TOi3s siTOfsni‘t sffts silt cifeTi css:5T cs'ssi, Fcavr TOfl> TOs 
TSi 3S^ TOTOcss ssTfs 5t»t csf^%ds, JlSIfl '3 CWTO 5»ls fssi SI sf5i^ 

Pt' 3S1 TOS# TOFJ WTffr'STO T T CSIS t|fs fsfsT! STSTI TOSTO TSiS WST 

■5f'5‘t'T.S'tCT TTOtS TO STTfs TOtS^’tiTt?' tf^StS »5|i? 3? '‘ifsss yrC'^tS WST 
TSTO I 

Mauivi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 lu'g 1() move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49, 1‘3, 000 for expenditure under the headrt “XVII — Irrijifation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to rai.se a di.scussion about th(» failure 
of Government to take steps to make the Bliairab project successful. 

^ C^ff^ C5^1 'ilCdCtj* ^^1^ 3|C*f ^ 

4tC^) 5R ^ ^ WHJ j 

& 5 ?r iU a ^ c-iof accept vaiw, <8rt 

‘ij&i tot 

firc^ TOl ^ ’IW'Q TOlf^ I liJ?* 

Distnet Board c«fC^ 80 I 

v£i District Boardij? Chairmamil^ capacityers successful 

TC5n ^35^1^ Govemmentijir prayer successful ^ 

Cft^ District Board C«r tWfel #jn (7T^ refund ?f?n OftT I 

wtr*R 4CHfif c^T^tiT ^ 

fipr; ^ ^ Building fiTII ^ I ^rif 

^ ^ ^ SubdivisioiM Wf% 
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^ I ^ <71^ (TTn^T ^ (Tlt^, oq^ 

*|^*BifSr8R ^ tfl ^ 5f^ TOT 'StC^ ^ I ^ 

^TOT ^ffcnrsf cw^rm Ftw? ?ru5 ^ i 

<il^^ S<t3rf% Bhairab scheme accept sfGrf^C«T^ I 

<ii&i TOTtw c«T5h ^ ?r<f^ ^c?r w cfc& ^ 

?ni I ^n^rt? cw^rf? ^ a scheme successful ^ 

Tfi^ half done C^FTC? ThTl TO<t^ I 7?) (TT^tC^ C*f^ C^tiTT 
om CTtT , ^ c^fc? (yrm c^ i fini cw^’ 

^ c^rc^ =fr5tr:n i ^ ^nt&i c^cft (t?'Q?i*i cjtI^ ^ ^ ^ ^ni 

C^fa f^U ^rcntm District Boards? f<pfTOl I 

TO ini TOt^ District Board 80 ^TtWt? ^iTl independently ^ 

^nr?31, ^3tTO COT ^ ^ ^51 1 f¥« (7T — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I bej? to move that the demand 
of H«. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under t]»e heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion 
about the failure of the Government to construct small irrigation works for 
development of cultivation in areas in the Eastern Bengal districts where 
aus and aman crops cannot be grown on account of high flood and destruc- 
tion of crops by water-hj^acinth, but where horo crops can be grown if small 
irrigation khals can be constructed therein. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there has been an impressiori that irrigation is a 
necessity in 'Western Bengal districts but it is not a necessity in Eastern 
Bengal districts. It is not so. Persons who are aware of the conditions 
prevailing in the Eastern Bengal districts will understand that there is a 
necessity of small irrigation khaLs there. The Hon’ble Minister in (harge 
of Agriculture is aware of the conditions in Eastern Bengal districts. In 
the district of Tippera as well as in Dacca there are areas where even deep 
water paddy cannot be grown on account of high flood and on account of 
the destruction by water-hyacinth but the boro crops also cannot be grown 
in that locality for want of water. If small irrigation canals can be 
constructed there, boro crops can be grown. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is not only a permanent irrigation scheme but this 
can be considered also as an emergency irrigation scheme. Government 
has budgeted Rs. 18,44,600 for emergency irrigation schemes. Govern- 
ment has come with a statement in the press as well as in answers to ques- 
tions that 17 emergency irrigation schemes have been undertaken by 
Government. In a recent statement issued by Government it is said that 
all the district boards have been requested to submit 5 more schemes for 
emergency purpose. But the Government fails to understand that emergency 
irrigation scheme is a matter which deals with emergency. The scheme must 
be fqwnlated speedily and must be executed speedily. Unless a scheme 
is formulated speedily and executed speedily it fails to deal with the situa- 
tion. Sir, these emergency schemes must be formulated in the course of 
four months from November to February. For this particular year the 
period is over. It has been stated that the district boards have been 
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inslructed to submit five schemes and these will be placed for technical 
examination, and after technical examination if the schemes are found 
to be necessary these schemes will be put into execution. I am quite sure 
on account of red-tapism. The district boards will submit schemes, they 
will be placed for the technical examination and three or four years will 
pass and the emergency will be over. Government has recently undertaken 
Diesel Pump Schemes but these schemes are not so much really and absolutely 
necessary as the small irrigation canals. These small irrigation canals can 
be constructed with the help of the people, and by these canals thousands 
of acres of land in those areas can be brought \inder cultivation and crops 
can be grown. 

So far as the district of Tippera is concerned these areas are found in 
the Brahmanbaria subdivision specially. Mr. Speaker, Sir, from the follow- 
ing figures you will find the necessity of these in Eastern Bengal districts. 
The area of Tippera district is 2,531 square miles and the population is 
3,860,139. The area of Dacca district is 2,730 square miles and the popula- 
tion is 4,222,143. The most dense district in the province of Bengal is 
Dacca, next comes Tippera. Unless these small irrigation schemes for the 
construction of irrigation khals are taken in hand immediately and speedily, 
I am quite sure. Sir, that the people will die by thousands. 

I come to the next subject and I want to speak a few words on it, namely, 
the Gumti Embankment Scheme. This scheme has been hanging fire for 
hundred years. In a conference held with the representatives of the dis- 
trict of Tippera it was decided that the embankments on both sides shall 
be abolished. That was the project of the engineers, that was the scheme 
of the experts, but 1 hear, Sir, that the Gumti embankment for military 
purpose is going to be heightened, raised as well us broadened. The policy 
of the Government was to do away with the embankments but the policy 
at present is not to do away with the ennbankments but to widen and to 
raise the embankments. I want to know what is the policy of the Govern- 
ment in this matter now — why the Government is raising the embankments 
and widening the embankments. 

With these words. Sir, I move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House and I hope Government will take steps to put into effect the small 
suggestions I have made in this matter. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 Ix^g to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,49,13,001) for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.”, be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise 

a discussion about — 

(1) not implementing the “Mour Scheme” in the district of Birbhum, 

(2) not compelling private parties or individuals for not attending to 

the damaged zamindary embankments, and 

(3) not paying attention to Ibe Nangalbandha hh^^el in the district of 

Birbhum. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wi.sh’ to speak on a particular subject, which may 
not be interesting to many, but it is vitally essential to our district Birbbum 
and parts of Burdwan and Murshidabad. In the year 1927 when the Bakes war 
Canal Scheme was taken up during the time of Rai Bahadur R. M. Singh, 
the then Executive Engineer in charge of the Division, hurriedly, in order 
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to find work for the labourers during the famine, prevailing at the time, 
the Hour Scheme was contemplated to supplement the Bakeswar Irrigation 
Scheme. 

At the time, Mr. Addams-Williams and Mr. Boche were Chief Engineers 
and Mr. T. A. Curry and Mr. Vieyra, Superintending Engineers. After 15 
years’ close survey of the local rivers and all other aspects a full scheme 
by the name of ‘*Mour Scheme” was completed and a rough estimate was 
arrived at. As a construction of a dam (reservoir) measuring 98 feet high 
and 209 feet long across the river Mour in the Dumka hills in Masanjore 
was contemplated and the proposed canal was to pass through five other 
rivers, the prospect of the canal was exi>ected to be uniquely encouraging, 
The canal when complete will irrigate 401,200 acres of land in Birbhum 
and parts of Burdwan and Murshidabad. The length of the canal will be 
630 miles. 

The total estimated cost of the project came to be Es. 2,72,75,000. It 
was also contemplated that in addition to tlie irrigative function of the 
canal owing to the very favourable and high situation of the reservoir in 
Masanjore (S. P.) several electrical and industrial schemes w’ould be develop- 
ed from the natural winter power economically. 

If this project is given effect to, it wdll practically save the district fiom 
attack of repeated scarcity and famine which has become the special feature 
of our district. From a statistical account, it is knowm that within last 
132 years the district had good crops only for 12 years. There was no crop 
for 30 years and the rest had in average |th and Jth of the normal outturn. 
Consequently we had good rains once only in every Pith year. 

Birbhum is a rice-producing district and the cultivation depends entirely 
on rains. If there is no rain we have to starve. The existing rivers big 
and small are ^Iways dry excepting few days in the rainy season when 
flood comes in, from the hills. Hence no irrigation facilities can be 
secured from the river water. 

Under the circumstances, the Mour Scheme Irrigation project w'ill be 
a. life and death question of the district. 

The existing small Bakeswar canal is only 22 miles in length including 
branches and it irrigates 7,38203 acres of hinds only. No extension could 
be made since its construction. 

Since 1941, after completion of the survey and estimate of the Mour 
project, there has been no other talk about it. Probably in the year 1941-42 
the then Hon’ble Minister of Revenue Sir Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy with the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy and with other 
expert officers visited the place and approved of the very good prospect of 
the project. In the year 1943 a letter from the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India informed that the project will be taken up after the war is 
over, as a post-war construction work. 

I beg to request the Minister in charge to kindly pay attention to thiS 
very important project and induce the Govern-ment to take up the construc- 
tion as soon as possible. He must remember that the future life of Birbhum 
actually depends upon this valuable project. Every year I talked about 
the Mour scheme in out motion during the budget, but unfortunately no 
reply was given to it. I urge the Hon’ble Minister to kindly let us know 
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wk&t the Government intends to do about this demand and request him to 
take up their scheme into action all at once. This is the proper time when 
such action will be of great material use. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 


Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURYs Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Ra. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the head 
“Irrigation — Grant No. 10, Civil Budget Estimate, page No. 104** h9 
reduced by Rs. 5,00,000. I move this to raise a discussion that on the 
principle of “Grow More Food” campaign, Irrigation scheme sliould be 
made by putting obstruction over the sweet water River, Khal, Shangka, 
Dalu, Tankabati, Falda, Kornafully, Matamuri, Bakkhali, etc., in Chitta- 
gong and other districts, to utilise the sw'eet water in foodgrains producing 
land and thereby general public will escape starvation. 

^ move 

I 

Sir, Irrigation Minister 

schemeij^ — Tf?l fV'olH 

Irrigation4iT C*N1^- 

I CSr^ I fw CWSP 

C^STcfl idea ^ 1 C^T^ft? 

4^^ cn cn f^TO) irrigation Minister Svt?ff% 

^1 1 ''t5 

I ^ c^fli’ i’t’Fi TTHi ^ i f\ 

f5^ ^ I 

(?f^^ ^ CTfItej ^ 77 I 47^ STTT C^lp l?t^ 7T7 

7'Q71 7^ ^ ’tj?/ 7f:5n?piF cvrfipji 

C5C^ ’f?/ ^ m ^fvfi I 

(T?c-r7 ai^'^ ^vs ^[ojpf cijti? csrri? ^ 

^pnf75 I C^tTl WC^ Wf^l '5 77 sr5TQf% I OTfSTl 

7^5^ 7^ C77tC7 7t7 C77T?:7T C5jft 7t7 f^l tST 7C7t77 

C777 WC5T7 ^7 CT?? 77 s^firTS t[7ftf7^ 

OT ^ 7^ C7»rt ^ I .4'«itC7 

^ =TOl7r|5 <3 ^^^7 7r7 ^7^ Tft ^5C7t7 TfTTSf^ f%f7 

C7gf77 MniTT ^^t 7rf771 4 47Fft ^/7'f7Yl 7Ff7C77 I “N, 7pJ, 

75^1,^<^,7t5tTf^, tr5l% 7t71 ^^"417 47: ^Tt7T C^RBi tpTffi^ 

4 f77C7 7^ ftes? T^C^ITlf CWt^ CSil^ ^1177 ^7l &:?r7 I TStTfS 

4T7t7 7ft TCTt^TCT" CTfTTt? W77 ^7C7t7 TtTUjf^ I 

4^ TCSr ^ ^ 47f^ Tit TCTOTC^ 47: T^TTT '7®<t"C7«toF TGrc^ 
4? TTT 47^ 7#t-7^ ^ffTT^T 75,777 THT 47TC*fl 7lW'Qf% 7^71 

OfCi7 7^ TM 75 I TtT^h 77T7 ^TflR^ 7TC77 Irrigation Minister 

TO 47: ^f7t7 TOf 77t7 TlfWTf^ '8 ^TTTtTT C7t7 TtTFl 775 4^ HoU8e4 Bengal 
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Wfttjerways I (?! 

Of<3^] TOItl? «rtfw <^tfiFi:3T ^4 

»fl— 

(At this stage the house was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adj^oumment,) 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Morning shows the day. I must 
congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department, 
who is also my leader. I congratulate the Cabinet as a whole, as they have 
brought in a new era. What was in thought before has been promised in 
the shape of schemes today, so that Bengal can no more face the disaster 
of a famine, and pestilence, starvation, death and all that coming in its 
train. There was required a quantum of imagination, and that has been 
found in abundance in the Hon’ble Ministers of today. They have already 
undertaken schemes and they have also been thinking of more and more 
schemes for the amelioration of the conditions of our people. They have 
schemes for more sanitation, better drainage, navigation and irrigation, and 
they are contemplating to do more. Therefore it is a happy moment, and 
I feel that I must take this opportunity to congratulate them and tell the 
House that although our friends opposite may not agree we on this side 
of the House agree that this is the way, this is the morning of the day and 
our day will be brighter and brighter until we achieve the desired goal. 

Now, Sir, one thing 1 want to tell iny hon’ble leader, and that is the 
minor irrigation schemes br(M)k no delay.* They niusl be gone through. 
Of course there must be departmental examination but examination with 
a view to cause delay and obstruction is a thing wdiich must be left out of 
consideration. You have organisation. You have already asked the dis- 
trict boards to formulate schemes. Their engineers have surveyed and 
prepared schemes. They also are exjierts in a way. These are all small 
things. No damage of any extent to life ami property need be apprehended. 
I would ask the department to expedite the schemes submitted by District 
Engineers, so that this year we can, reap the benefit of the schemes that 
are before Government. The schemes cost from lls. 2,000 to Rs. 20,000. 
The druw'backs of those schemes can be avoided by a stroke of one operation 
which the expert engineers in the department are capable of. It is a 
question of giving back to the people health, prosperity, drainage and all 
that. Sir, I wmuld appeal to the Hon’ble Minister not to delay matters, 
but to have the schemes executed. As for the future, they must consider 
it as their duty to formulate schemes themselves. This year they have 
been pleased to call for reports from the di.strict boards but they must know 
what the circumstances in the countryside are. I may tell Government that 
the whole of Bengal requires schemes of irrigation, sanitation, etc. It is 
not this part or that part of Bengal that are in need of such schemes: 
Northern Bengal, Central Bengal, Eastern Bengal, Western Bengal, all 
require the schemes and they expect that Government will bring them in 
no time. They cannot any more say that a hheel is there in stagnation and 
that one hhal which has been there has accumulated sediment. We want 
these minor works to be done and we want Government to give us back 
our health, our prosperity and everything else. Now that the department 
is undermanned it is almost impossible for the department to undertake 



im*] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


MS 

investigation of aU tlie schemes that are brought forward. So it is neoessary 
that more people must be appointed and very quickly so that the schemes 
may be prepared and given effect to as early as possible. 

Sir, one word more about a major scheme. I mean the scheme of 
resuscitation of the River Chandana. I have been hearing of schemes after 
schemes since 1 was 12 years old. I became aware of them from the time 
of the late Nawab Sir Syed Shamsul Huda. Since then the Chandana river 
has been deteriorating. There hay been a setback in the countryside in 
the subdivisions of Goalundo, Faridpur, Gopalganj^ and Madaripur in 
health, crops, economic condition and navigation. The whole district has 
been affected. Surveys have been made and engineers bad been there from 
time to time. Every hope has been offered that in my life time the Chandana 
river will be resuscitated. Though decades have passed nothing has been 
done. It is admitted on all hands that the scheme is feasible and that it 
will do an enormous amount of good. The prosperity that is gone must 
be brought back and it is to be hoped that the present Ministry will do all 
they can towards this scheme. 1 am after this scheme for more than 12 
years. I am now old. I am in exasperation. Either give me the scheme 
or wish my death — is all that I can say now. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, yesterday, speaking on the 
a^fricultural demand, I eini)hasized the vital need to Bengal of our acquiring 
detailed statistical knowledge of the present agricultural position in the 
Province. Today I wish to emphasise the equally vital need of scientiffc 
knowledge and careful planning in the sister field of irrigation. Bengal’s 
livelihood depends on the rivers which are both the source of her agricultural 
wealth and prosperity and her great natural system of communications. 
It is obvious, therefore, that scientific planning in irrigation must first direct 
itself to the maintenance of the water-supply. Keren t experience of the 
flood-cycle has taught us the bitter lesson that it is necessary to reduce the 
flood flow" of the major rivers and equally the experience of 50 years has 
taught us the vital need to increase the perennial flow’ as far as that can 
be done. The solution of this problem, I cannot say too emphatically, lies 
in the main outside Bengal. Take Assam. In that province the system of 
jhvming cultivation wdiich is of the migratory type and consists in clearing 
every year a fre.sh piece of jungle or forest for cultivation will in a short 
time do much to increase the damage done by floods in Bengal, unless it is 
brought under scientific control. Again Bengal has a vital interest in the 
drainage policy pursued by Assam. If that policy leads to a premature 
discharge of flood water, there will be again both an increase of flooding 
in Bengal and a fall in the perennial water-supply. Take Bihar. Bitter 
experience of successive Damodar floods teaches us by its disastrous conse- 
quences the results of deforestation on the plateau of Chota Nagpur. In 
that province as also in the United Provinces I understand that large hydro- 
electric schemes are under consideration which it is claimed will augment 
the perennial flow of the main rivers — the Jumna, the Sone and consequently 
the Ganges. But along with these hydro-electric schemes there are certain 
to be developments in Irrigation and, unless Bengal is fully satisfied on the 
point, it is well within the bounds of possibility that more water will be 
taken from the rivers by the upper provinces than is replaced by the inoreeeed 
35 
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piN'ennial flow resulting from the hydro-electric schemes. We on this side 
of the House therefore maintain that a regional policy as recently commended 
by Sir William Stampe in his address to the Punjab Engineering Congress, 
is the major and vital necessity for Bengal. 

Turning to the needs of Bengal itself, I spoke yesterday of the vital 
need to define clearly in a statistical form the area under the various types 
of crops in the Province. I also pointed out that when that had been done 
prudent policy would concentrate on * making the maximum use of the 
existing cultivated areas rather than on their extension at the expense of 
grazing land and forest. For this purpose the application of planned 
irrigation schemes is essential. Now for the planning of such schemes the 
scientific foundation must be contour survey. When the lie of the land 
has been scientifically analysed the choice of irrigation methods, appears 
to lie between (1) natural flow combined with adequate drainage, (2) irriga- 
tion by pumping, and (3) tank improvement and irrigation from tanks. 

Now, Sir, I have dwelt on the need for regional planning and for 
scientific planning within the Province. It will be interesting to see 
whether the Hon’ble Minister accepts the view that I have put forward and, 
if so, to what extent he can claim that progress has been made. So far as 
we are aware on this side of the House a certain amount of progress has 
been made towards the setting up of a River Commission on a regional 
basis to deal with the major rivers coming from the Northern Himalayas 
and from the east, namely, the Brahmaputra and the Meghna. The progress 
which -Ws been made however has taken as many years as it should have 
taken months. We hope to learn from the Hon’ble Minister that this 
matter is now being actively pursued. So tar as the Ganges is concerned 
and the major problems connected therewith, we believe that no progress 
has been made at all and I would commend to the Hon’ble Minister’s atten- 
tion the view that an effective and active Commission for the Brahmaputra 
and the Meghna would be the best possible argument, because it is a practical 
argument, for the setting up of a similar Commission for the Ganges. So 
far as developments within the province are concerned, apart from the 
major schemes which were drawn up in the years before the war by the 
department, it would appear that no progress has been made towards the 
scientific development of the existing area under cultivation. I do not 
minimise the value of the schemes which the department drew up in earlier 
years and in my speech on this grant some years ago I pointed out to the 
House that the burden of responsibility for the failure to take them up 
rested not on the shoulders of departmental oflScials but on successive 
Governments and on the members of this House themselves. Yesterday 
the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister was able to promise the House that steps 
would be taken to produce adequate agricultural statistics in the near 
future. We can therefore hope very soon to be in a position in which 
Irrigation schemes can be more closely correlated on a planned basis to 
actual needs. As regards present developments the Hon’ble Minister for 
Irrigation has recently given certain details to the House of experimental 
aabemes of irrigation by pumping. I do not know whether those schemes 
are related in any planned way to larger schemes. So. far as the improve- 
of tanka ia oonoemed, we believe that no progress at all has been 
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eitker made or planned. Earlier I referred to contour surrey as being the 
foundation for further irrigation developments and we view with great 
concern the fact that expenditure on the survey has been steadily cut down 
and work is believed to have been arrested. 

If, therefore, we view the position in relation to the needs of scientific 
planning I think it must be recognised that progress is far too slow. We 
fully recognise the difficulties. There is the shortage of staff in all direc- 
tions and current cost of execution is prohibitive. We recognise that^here 
must be both short term and long term planning. There is the urgent need 
to carry out small schemes which can be quickly executed and will assure 
an immediate increase in production but we consider that even greater 
attention must be paid to long term planning. There would appear to be no 
reason why a blue print should not be made on broad lines which would 
decide the priority basis for future action. And in that blue print scientific 
study would appear to be the primary and the most urgent need. In this 
connection I would draw attention to the urgent need to put the River 
Research Institute on a full active working basis. No worthwhile progress 
will be achieved either in irrigation or in navigation until that is done. 
The contour survey must also be resumed and pushed to early completion 
and the results made available for study. I am aware, Sir, that all these 
developments will raise once again the old bogey of finance and shortage 
of personnel. These obstacles must not be allowed to stand in the way. 
Yesterday 1 endeavoured to emphasise that floods would be as destructive 
to the well-being of the province as famine unless we pursue a steady and 
active policy. Our failure to spend now will mean the dead loss, in a few 
years’ time, of hundreds of times the sums now required to put matters 
on a sound footing, since that expenditure will be of the most unproductive 
kind, namely, for the relief of distress. T suggest, therefore, that from the 
financial angle a forward programme is ns much a golden investment for 
Government as it is for the direct beneficiaries. It seems not unreasonable 
to suggest that Government’s pcdicy in lespect of the recovery of costs of 
large schemes should be settled somewhat on this basis and, once this has 
been agreed to by all concerned, active execution of schemes should be 
taken up. We hope very much to hear the Hon’ble Minister in reply assure 
us that be has in mind plans on the lines I have suggested which I believe 
are no more than commensurate with the urgent and vital needs of the 
immediate future. 

Mr. Shah Syed COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Mr. Speaker Sir. 

^ ^ Irrigation Departmentij^ ijg I i5W%41 

'brt ^ !!fnrrw^7h5r i ■fWrft i 

tswfOT ^ ^ ^ 

^ ’ttnr ^ i ’tta ^ i ?rppn 

tjTa 
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V3T tp?r*r ^ ^1 ^ srtc^'ci? i wfw 

«R ^rfst^rf^ ^itfirc^r ^fwfcror, ^o^Pitfhr 

5l^ >4^' ^ I Irrigation Minister 4fPf^^l'«^lu 

JSMQw ^1 ^ 'srf^ <tfriR ^ I 

Supply Minister Hon’ble Muslim League.jJ^ District Board 

election propagandaC^ ^Tf^l iSWf?^] 

pfll ^^7 Hon'ble ^3?lff%C^ »Ff%^ ^«fl 

fiTTSfel Sir, ^SWfejl ^ ^ flMjrt^ 

^ <3 m^''M ^Ffirc^ «ij^: wf^trs 1 

Minister-in-charge Hon’ble B. P. Painifl? tS '^t^‘f <il?l(.\a 

'ifl^ ’T'^TOT?' ®Hrtf<5m 5rmi ^in sm i 

, Mr. PATIRAM ROY; Mr- Speaker, Sir, ifaf^ ’TC’flTif OST^It? 5l5n-?Wl 
¥»ii fed '5’R^ csrsfRf 5ian-wi ^ =ysn ’TW^ I 'src^ cw^ jnr 

fim ctrm =t^ jrwrfOTf fiTii ^(^‘t Jit'-fa ’tfea i 

CWSffit 'rfV'f ’tfC'tf'? sRW ’R3 I ^TOTJ »PrfT!l WSRlf^ Jn?^t5m f%®ir 

•fro grrf^s 5^51 ’t.sHR ’rm i a ’tick ^ sr^ratPr tti c»ratR5fBr 

'imi ’«r5rs ^ si) i Tt«Tf^5F ^ ^ cv i5 ^•^«f 

’W ?t?II Pmi:^ I ’TSR ’TPffFCTir W fwi S'fi! W5TiTtf*i SPItf?^ ^ttC? ^ 
®«R '^rni ’iW’t ?f5nm:^i Ssm ^^r-rtf-r iRtfi?! 7^1 

sW‘f ’TJOTT C5TR1 W5T W »R f%^ tfRI ^IT'-R, 'S^ 

•frntii T:r*R fiR ctr i S«^ OTf.tn "iws ’rr’fUTt '9 'j.Rt’i 

’(Tf‘WT 'sd% »m I 

^a-sfiR <#1^ ^=[WWff wft? S'faP(9R'>rc‘R ^fiRi wc*R ^ ?taf%?if!:^ni 
<ff»‘fi % '3 «ii “^” flr^fir =srt'off^ ’mr't ^ 4^1 

HMf’Rf ^rc? ’JtC55 — (Tfirf Si^ra ^ 1 Sir waiiam 

Willcox ^ror ^lotf^PF ^Ut^f ^ *|R6^ 

vfoR S-flCk, ^ 15 ^ =T?t«fifj $*fir sm ^ vfRst 5 it^.| I i!?tfir« 'irpnr wfSl 
*t<{n 5iei( SsRPrs' «r«Rtf^ g’RC^f ctot * 1 ^ ^P3T«f% 

'otfroi froi firc^ Srt# "TWi ’jT’itsTsra 5T^8f% 

*f%5 WSTJtft ^ ^ t ^ ^ m 

4 ?; JtiritT^ Jit i wft ffl; 'Rtrwi ’tft'f® 1 wot; c^'st ?R »ir9iit5 

ff%«t c^TRi W5T tpRC^'sf ^rff’tc'i ®s?Tfsysf aRiT ^#n *1^*1 

Pf¥in ’f’R ni ^Ffnvsz^ 1 «Rr ^ wc^i sHt'f? ’ar^'f ’srfirv 

*tfr»tc«f fitfRR «ffRr, 'amr ^5mc5 ^ ^ri toi 1 

TIM Hon’bto Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, 1 feel i«aUv 
flattered that two honourable Maharajahs — one in person and the other by 
proxy — have done me the honour of taking a friendly interest in my demand 
for ^is grant. I agree with much of what the Maharaja of Burdwan has 
•aid about the importance of irrigation. Irrigation is not merely an 
‘important subject but it appears to me to be a subject which is really 
laminating. 
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Sir, as President of the Damodar Flood Enquiry the Maharaja ot 
Burdwan had months of intimate association with the officers of my deparf* 
ment and 1 expected him to say somethinj? about the nature and extent of^ 
the work which this department has recently undertaken in its determination 
to break down all barriers and go ahead and about its solicitude for thet 
welfare of the people and the province. The problem of Damodar, he 
knows, is engaging its earnest attention. Government received the report 
of the Damodar Flood Enquiry Committee (m the oth of this month and in 
spite of its many preoccupations, it has had the report under consideration 
and expects to be able to come to a decision in the course of the next few 
days. 

Speaking for myself, Sir, I personally agree entirel\ with the r(*(*onnneuda- 
tions of this Committee and the Maharaja can rest assured that Governmen/- 
will give every possible consideration to the recommendations which this 
committee has made. I shall be glad to have ail tlie assistance and all 
the co-ordination wliich the Maharaja can give us. He has youth on hill 
side, he has many gifts on his side. If he only takes courage into his handsf 
chalks out his own path and devotes hiTu.self wholeheartedly to the real" 
service of the people, I can assure iiiin. Sir, that he will be able to enlarge 
the scoi)e of his activities and to endear himself t(» the people of this 
province. ’ 

I claim, Sir, that about irrigation we have a policy as well us a 
prograiuinc. Our policy is to resuscitate dying riycrs, to excavate and ro^ 
excavate tanks, to conserve hill streams by introducing hydro electric schemed 
wherever possible, to carry out well plannenl irrigation and flushing 
schemes and to introduce forms of irrigation which have never been tried 
before. In pursuance of this jmliev. Sir, we are calling conferences of 
Meghna-Brahma})utra and Ganges River Commissions to consider the* 
question of conservation of these rivers. Bengal, as we all know, i.s very 
unhappily placed with regard to its rivers. We are at the mercy of other 
provinces and States, and our rivers are liable to be tampered with before 
we can get anything out of it. That is why by means of these Commis- 
sions and Conferences we are endeavouring to enlist the sympathy and 
support of other provinces and States and I am glad to be able to inform 
the House that we are likely to have a session of this conferen(3e in the 
near future. 

Regfarding emergency “Grow More Food” campaign schemes, I have 
to inform the Hou.se that 18 new schemes which have been approved by 
the Government are in course of execution. One in fact, has just been 
completed. Their total cost is estimated to be Rs. G lakhs and will cover 
as many as 12 districts. Seven other schemes in Hooghly, Khulna,^ 
Howrah, Birbhum, Bakarganj, Faridpur and Malda are under examina- 
tion by Sir William Stampe. They are estimated to cost Rs. 8J lakhs. 
We have also called for a very large number of minor schemes from the 
districts. They have started coming in and they are estimated to cosiT 
another Rs. 8 lakhs. We have also put up experimentally two plants ioi^ 
pumping water from suitably placed rivers and hheels by meahs of Diesel 
oil-driven pumps and are about to put up a third. If the experimen/ 
succeeds we shall take up a comprehensive scheme of pump in'igation. 
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Personally, from what 1 saw last Sunday, I am conyinced that the experi- 
ment will succeed and that it will mean a landmark of irrigation in our 
province. 

Apart from the provisions made in the budget, this Government 
proposes, thanks to the interest which His Excellency the Governor is 
taking in all matters regarding irrigation, to spend a crore of rupees on 
irrigation as part of its rehabilitation scheme, and we hope that the 
Government of India in pursuance of its policy of contributing an equal 
amount for all our ^^Grow More Food^* campaign schemes will contribute 
another crore. This will enable us to quicken our pace and to achieve 
solid results during the year. We are expanding and strengthening the 
Eiver Research Institute which has been doing good work, and I agree 
with what Mr. Hirtzel has said about the usefulness of this branch of the 
department. 

Our one great difficulty. Sir, has been the paucity of officers. This 
department is hopelessly undermanned and we have not even been able 
to get back all the officers whom we loaned to the Central Government. 
The Damodar disaster added to our difficulties. Private contractors have 
snapped up the disengaged and retired overseers by offering them more 
attractive pay than what our rules of appointment allow us to offer. We 
have, notwithstanding, been able to create a new circle called the North- 
Eastern Circle and we are endeavouring to recruit officers from other 
provinces. On last Saturday and yesterday again, we had conferences 
with the Chief Engineer, the Superintending Engineers and all Executive 
Engineers and we reached certain conclusions from which I expect to be 
able to expand the department very considerably. May 1 not therefore 
claim that we have a policy as well us a programme of irrigation for this 
province? 1 admit, Sir, that the programme which 1 have outlined 
above, though it is far ahead of all previous programmes, is a modest one 
compared to our needs. But we have made a beginning and with the 
good wishes of everyone of you we expect to be able to enlarge it very 
considerably. 

Sir, analysing the cut motions which have been tabled, I find that 
every part of the province has its grievance. North Bengal members say 
that nothing has been done for North Bengal. East Bengal says that 
East Bengal has been totally neglected and West Bengal says that nobody 
has looked after it. Now, Sir, these criticisms, if I may be permitted to 
aay, are partly the result of ignorance of what has been done and is being 
done. In West Bengal, Sir, there is the Damodar Canal. It was oon- 
•tructed at a cost in those days of more than one crore of rupees and we 
all know what valuable results it has been yielding. In West Bengal we 
have also got the Bakeswar Canal in Birbhum ; we have also got the 
Salbund and Anjore Canals in Bankura; we have got the Midnapur Canal 
in Midnapur; we have the Eden Canal in Howrah, Hooghly and Burdwan. 
With regard to the Eden Canal Dr. Sanyal said that it was not functioning 
properly. Part of it is out of order, and we are taking steps to restore it 
as soon as possible. With regard to the suspension of rate, this portion 
it not in order. He knows more than I do that I alone have not the 
#nthority for suspending revenue in any part of the provinca. 
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(Df. Nalinaksha Sanyal: The Irrigation HoTenue is yonrs!) But I 
have got to consult the Revenue Minister and get his permission also* 
We have also the Rajapur Barajola in Howrah. The House will be 
interested to hear that we are seriously examining the possibility of 
executing the Mour Reservoir Scheme and Howrah and Hooghly Flushing 
Scheme in the near future. 

With regard to East Bengal some people say that there is no need for 
irrigation; some say there is. All that I need say is that there we are 
conserving the rivers by dredging wherever necessary. We have under- 
taken irrigation schemes in Chittagong and have almost completed the 
Boaljuri khal in Comilla, Durgapur-Babla khal in Bakarganj and we are 
awaiting the Government of India’s approval for reclamation of the 
Northern bheel which is estimated to cost more than five lakhs of rupees. 

In North Bengal the situation is entirely different. North Bengal 
has not claimed any attention from anybody in the past, and I find that 
the previous Ministry passed an order suspending all new works of 
irrigation anywhere in the province which do not relate to war or defence. 
Sir, as I said in my last budge! speech, the present Ministry disagrees 
with that policy of the previous Ministry (Cries of “Hear, hear” from 
Ministerialist Benches) and we have taken in hand more schemes in 
Rajshahi, Bogra and Malda. Mr. Hirtzel will be interested to hear that 
we are also contemplating resumption of contour survey which was 
suspended under orders of the previous Ministry, and without which no 
well planned or practical scheme of irrigation can be taken up in North 
Bengal. 

Then, Sir, coming to the cut motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose with 
regard to resuscitation of the river Nabaganga, I have to inform the 
House that in the opinion of experts of this department the Ghuznavi Cut 
and Bhairab Project are believed to improve matters. At any rate, 
however, the Central Bengal Flushing Scheme wdiich is under preparation 
provides for improvement of this river. 

With regard to the cut motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji regarding 
the Damodar Embankment, the House knows what terrible times we had 
from July last. The breach occurred on the IGth July last. We imme- 
diately took up the work of closing the breach regardless of what was 
going to cost us and of the difficulties ahead of us. Five times we were 
very near completing the closing of the breach and five times almost at 
the point of completion it gave way again and it w'as in December that 
we were able to close the breach at a cost of Rs. 20 lakhs which I am glad 
to inform the House has all been given to us by the Government of India. 
We have now undertaken the work of remodelling the left embankment 
of Damodar. W^e are spending this year a sum of Rs. 1 crore and 9 lakhs 
placed at our disposal by the Government of India. This does not mean 
that that is all the work of remodelling which can be done, but that is all 
the work' which can be done before the rains come upon us. 1 do not say, 
Sir, that this will make us flood-proof. W'hat I claim is this that we are 
doing all that we possibly can, and though there is undoubtedly an 
element of risk present we expect that from what we have done the 
embankment will stand the test* After the rains we propose to take up 
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tlie work again and we expect that we would thhn have to spend about 4 
crores of rupees, two crores of which would be spent on the purchase of 
plants and equipments. I do not think that we would be able to make 
the left embankment absolutely proof against breaches and floods. At 
the same time we realise that that is not all that should be done in regard 
to the Damodar, and that was the reason why we appointed the Flood 
(Enquiry Committee of which the Maharajadhiraj was the Chairman. 
The Flood Enquiry Committee has submitted its recommendations, which 
I am glad to inform you, are absolutely unanimous. All the members 
agree in the recommendations which they have made and as I told you 
just now personally I agree with them also. I believe that Government 
will not hesitate to take up those recommendations and try to execute 
them regardless of what the cost might be. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: When? 

The Hon^ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN; As soon as possible. 
No time will be lost. If in 40 or 50 years nothing had been done, what 
could you expect us to do in the course of 4 or 5 months? 

As soon as the breaches occurred in July, I appointed a Committee. 
The Committee submitted its report on the 5th of this month. By the 
time the month is out, the Government will have come to some definite 
conclusions regarding these recommendations. J may tell the House that 
this involves the appointment of a special officer and I have already 
requested Mr. Savage, the famous American Dam expert to come and 
advise us in the matter. Mr. Savage, I am glad to be able to say, has 
agreed, and I am sure that when we liave got Mr. Savage’s report on what 
is to be done we will be able to go ahead and I am sure with a sympathetic 
Governor, like Mr. Casey, we should be able to finish the scheme as soon 
as possible. 

With regard to Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui regarding the resuscitation 
of the silted portion of the river Rupnarayan near Kolaghat Railway 
bridge, I confess that this cut motion has taken me completely by surprise. 
There is absolutely no report that this portion of the river is silting up. 
On the other hand, Rupnarayan is cutting the left bank and the Railway 
are taking steps to protect their lines which does not surely mean that the 
river is silting. 

With regard to the cut motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui about the 
excavation of Chundreswar Canal, 1 may inform him that a proposal for 
a sluice at the point of Chetua Circuit Embankment is under examination. 

I have already informed Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that we are 
considering the Mour Scheme which has been revived and the Chief 
Engineer has been asked to take steps to work out details for sanction and 
execution. The scheme as it was originally framed was to have cost Rs. 2 
crores. Today it would cost much more. Therefore the scheme has got 
to be examined anew. 

With regard to the request for action about lemindary embankments 
he probably knows that I have already introduced in the other House 
legislation for the purpose of dealing with a situation like that. The 
principle underlying the Bill is that whenever a private embankment 
gites way and the semindar does not take any interest, Government will 
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at once step in, will do the neressarv’^ repairs and proceed to recover the* 
cost from the zemindar. I may assure my honourable friend that all 
possible steps have been taken for the purpose of protecting zemindary 
embankments. 

With regard to the cut motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar 
about the failure of Government to take up the project of excavation of 
Tentulia-Balugram Canal in the Gopalganj Subdivision, I may inform 
him that the excavation of that canal is included in the Northern Bengal 
Scheme which is awaiting the approval of the Government of India. The 
river Lower Kumar has been silting. There is a project in course of 
preparation for (‘ontrolling silting up by making a cut from the Lower 
Kumar to the Upper Kumar. 

The cut motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossaiii refers to re-excavation of tho 
silted portion of the River Titash in Tippera. The current is too slack 
to remove all the silt and the question whether an alternative route from 
Akhaura to the Meghiia River is possible is under investigation. 

Lastly, Sir, Maulvi Waliur Rahman’s v.iii motion is about the failure 
to make the Bhairab Project successful. 1 will tell him that Government 
has not yet received that the project has failed. The object of the project 
was to connect certain bhccJs with the Bhairab River. This object was 
believed to have been achieved, but quite recently— a day or two ago— a 
report has been received from the District Board that things are not going 
on well. AUe have at once taken it ui> and if anything goes wrong, w& 
shall certainly do our best to put it right. 

May, I not, therefore, in view' of all these facts once again claim that 
Government has both a policy and a programme of irrigation, and may 
I not ask for the supiiort and c.o-operaiion of those who have the best 
interests of tbe province at heart. 

The motion of Maharaja Sriscbandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, that the 
demand of Its. 1,49,1*1,000 for expenditure under the beads “XVII Irriga- 

tion A\orking Lxperises — 18 — f)ther Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary Revenues— 18(1)— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund— 19— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works— B— Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works’' be reduced by Rs. lOO w'as then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads ‘*XVTI— Irrigation- 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68^ 
— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works” reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Uosain that the demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “XVII— Irrigation— Working Expenses— 
18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues — 18 ( 1 ) 
—Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 
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— Oonstniction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — Construction of 
Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works^’ be reduced 
by Bs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. I,49,le3,000 for expenditure under the heads “XYII — Irrigation — ^Work- 
ing Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary 
Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 10 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary" Revenues and 68 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works’^ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rhamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Bs. 1,40,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18-— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 
— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that the demand of 
Bs. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund — 10^ — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand of 

Re. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage W’orks” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand of 

Be. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — Work- 
ing Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary 
Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 
68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — Working Expenses — 
18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1)— 
Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 1^— 
Genstmetion of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works 
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—B— Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68— Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 
waa then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
narj^ Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank* 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 

Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Th motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukharji that the demand of 
1,49.13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Exjienses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary- Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 08 Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Khan Bahadur Ilaji Badi Ahmed (Miowdhury that the 
demand of Rs, 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVI 1 — Irri- 
gation etc. — Grant No. 10, Civil Budget Estimate, page No. 104” be 
reduced by Rs. 5,00,000, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Baruda Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 1,49,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.’’, wa.s then put and agreed to. 

50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BAR AD A PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 75,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 in order 
to raise a discussion about the failure to further road projects, particularly 
those in rural Bengal including village roads. 

I also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 in order to 
raise a discussion about the maladministration and corruption in the 
department specially in regard to the selection of contractors. 

Sir, again 1 have to submit that within the short time at my disposal 
it is hardly possible to do justice to a subject of this importance. I feel, 
Sir, that the Government of Bengal cannot take any credit for having 
given proper attention to this very important subject of improving com- 
munications in this province. From a study of the Budget it appears 
that the present Government has gone back on the progress made during 
previous years to such an extent that some explanation is called for. In the 
year 1940-41 we had utilised nearly Rs. 29,47,000 from the Central Road 
Fund for communications in the province; in 1941-42 we epenl 
Ee. 31,07,000; in 1942-43, however, it went down to Re. 8,30,000 and the 
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Budget for 1943-44 provided for Es. 18,00,000 which had to be reduced at 
the Eevised Estimates, and it was only Es. 14,26,000 and suddenly there 
has been a drop from that to Es. 6,10,000 only in the coming year. Even 
out of that amount, it will appear from a study of pages 71-72 of the Eed 
Book, so far as the provision for Eoad Development Fund works to be 
carried out by the Communications Department is concerned, that only 
Es. 4,28,000 is provided. A study of page 72 shows that Eoad Fund works 
to be carried out by local bodies or by the Communications and Works 
Department on their behalf account for only Es. 1,82,500 as against 
Es. 5,75,500 of the previous year. There has thus been a sad and sudden 
stoppage of road development works in the province. It appears that 
among other jeasons — the reasons stated now — a new reason has been added 
to the reasons stated last year, is the curtailment of activities as an anti- 
inflationary measure. Formerly we were under the impression that the 
road development work could not be proceeded with because of scarcity of 
materials, but a new and quite unprecedented explanation now appears to 
be given. In previous years Government could not proceed with the 
construction of tarred and macadamized roads in the province for the time 
being for want of materials. Why should they not complete the survey 
work and take up the construction of road basis — I mean, the foundation? 
They can proceed with this work for this and the next year; and as soon 
as road materiuls are available the completion of the roads can be 
undertaken. 

Sir, 1 feel that the Government can, if they so desire, pursue a policy 
of expansion of the road without invoking either inflation or the war 
conditions, and in this respect I feel again, Sir, that the department has 
failed miserably. 

With regard to my second point, I have already stated during previous 
debates tliat we consider it to be highly prejudicial to the interest of the 
province to have contracts divided out on the basis of the communique or 
the circular letter that was issued by the Government of Bengal on the 
9th December, 1043, stating that contracts would be divided amongst 
communities in the proportion of 1:1, and if a sufficient number of Muslim 
contractors are not available, not more than 50 per cent, of the total 
contracts should be given to non-Muslims and every effort should be made 
for the training of Muslim contractors. T submit, Sir, I have every 
sympathy for the increase of Muslim contractors in the department but 
the manner in which it has been said to be done is something preposterous. 
It is absurd that the Province should keep one half of its work stopped 
unless and until a sufficient number of contractors of a particular com- 
munity are forthcoming. I would like to know what explanation the 
Hoirble Minister would like to give to this. 

There is another point I would like to criticise, namely, the selection 
of contractors by a Ministerial Board. This is a matter which has raised 
a considerably important issue. Formerly the selection of contractors was 
in the hands of permanent officials (At this stage the member reached tbe 
time-limit but was allowed to finish) but recently it has been brought 
xind^ control of a Ministerial Board. But the selection of contrao- 
idrs under the present system, even if it is done fairly and honestly, 
leaves room for doubt about honesty. I submit, Sir, that it has not been 
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fair on the part of the Ministers to take upon themselves the task of 
actually selecting particular contractors. They could have, if they had 
so chosen, rightly laid down a policy which other officers might follow. 
If their argument is that officers are not trustworthy and are open to 
briber>^ and corruption, I submit the Ministers also may not be above 
the same. 

Mr> ADWAITA KUMAR MAJIS Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*50 — Civil Works and 81 — 
Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
in order to raise a discussion about road development in rural areas. 

^ ^ Road DevelopmontoC^ 

(7TT^sf% ^tUi] <i}^ ^ ^ I JPTC^ India 

Government ^SFTT I 

^ i 

tfoitsR i ^5 

^srTgr ^ wco ^ relief 

^ I c^i^'feXT f^C*r^'C3k*^ Road DovelopmentoH^ 

Mauivi MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 

Rs. 75, 77, (MR) for exjieuditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works’^ and “81 

Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. f move this 
in order to raise a discussion about repairing and maintenance of ancient 
road “Hod Jaiigar’ running from (iangasagar to Kaliganj in the district 
of Tipper a. 

?risi‘'f5nf^i c^i irft 

1 i 

i?'s^ w ^ Sdfr^' i 

d^ ^rt'^Tin "^KiSvipi ii4lE 's cderstni ®r“dd 1 Tf^d^ksi dts«n* 

'jftdkdd df^'5 d’Cdt'if i .iidTR 5r¥ srv d«t 

dtd, 15T^ 'a dt^ 'ijdt vtu^i <jdd^ 1 

dddtd cdTitdn^ d5ff^df d^jy'trTd ’ytd 

df^i ^ dtd dtcd" 1 diddi 

dtf-rc^ djtdt^ Mf '<d dg 5^1 ^rttuscw i vPmtd Sqsd, >Rd ya 

sftsddtfei dtdfsfedra dTdF viid^tu dkfrd d*d?r f ^ td c*iYdi 

cdttd dT^dtd dd I rf^ dt^dt^d bdlbCfi^ dd d*di JTo^td dMdtdidd 

<3 dp^dlft'dd '*i?fddi Cot'd ddd?ii 'drtfdTsr^ i cdeT'std fid^ fddt'a 

^ dr? I cdeT'^rtf^Cdkd ^TtdTd, isJgtd '3 y f^ dd *3 i n 

dttsTdkt dFdi m I ^tdfS^ df»bd fidf dRdirsr '3 dWdtfe -pj vl^ i cdY^- 
Cdtcd dl^bo^ <5 dddi Hcdd c^^tcdFd ug^FdTar i 

bd ddfttc^ cddd dmi-diPfcwR ^di (3Rwr 
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^ m ^KfS?i w?Rr rm ^Vs ^ 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — 
Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged to revenue” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about extending the 
prayer-room of the Chittagong Court or to arrange for a shade in- front of 
the prayer-room. When the prayer-room was allotted then the number of 
Muslim employees was much smaller in number than the present. 

^ move I C?Ffrf? 

5frvfi rrim i (Tt ^rpryi ^ 

'jfr® ^ <0 'SR csffc^^ ^rt^rt'af i ^ 

TO! ^ (?Ttc5r%t5T. Oft w m 5ri5tft 

TR I OftO ^TJ'f CTO^ ^ ^ftO 

•dutw^ ’S’R ^15? I Writers’ Buildingsil'S 

5ffl?r ^'3^111 YR (TfWI TO)C^ 1 High Courti3'3 YR 

C'f'3^1 Court '4 »rt5Ttl^ ^ ^ C^'3^1 

^ ^RTT?) ^ ^ I 

Mr. DHIREHDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads 50 — 
Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged to revenue” be reduced by 
Rs, 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about failure of 
the Government (/) to remedy the grievances of the public travelling by 
tramways in the city of Calcutta on account of overcrowding, and ( 2 ) stopp- 
ing of transfer tickets and midday concession tickets and difficulty in 
obtaining monthly tickets. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connection I want to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the statement issued by the Acting Agent of the 
Tramways Co., Ltd, : “Whilst every endeavour has been made by the 
Company to put into service every vehicle possible to cope with the abnormal 
traffic now offered, there are many reasons why it has not been possible 
to keep on the road the maximum number of tramcars. In the past few 
months, the number of tramcars smashed up by reckless military driving 
has reached astounding figure and has become so bad that we have addressed 
the Chamber of Commerce on the subject and they in turn have made repre- 
sentations to the authorities concerned. The accident figures have risen 
as high as 217 in a month and in the vast majority of cases entirely due to 
the military vehicle driver's fault. This in itself contributes in no small 
extent to congestion and lack of vehicles so necessary to carry the large 
numbar of passengers requiring transport.” 

Sir, 1 draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the state of facts and 
T Want to know what steps Government have taken in order to remove the 
grievances that have been alleged by the Acting Agent of the Tramways 
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Coinpaiiy regarding the conduct of the military drivers in smashing up the 
tram oars. 

Then, Sir, before I take my seat I would like to speak on a motion 
which I had with regard to the grievances of the public travelling by the 
railways. In answer to question No, 46 put by me, Government say that 
Government are aware of the grievances of the public travelling by rail- 
ways on account of over-crowding, on account of the cutting of passenger 
trains and on acount of having no water in latrines. Now, Sir, it cannot bo 
said that these all are due to military reasons. Today we have received a 
report that out of three trains — running from Laksham to Noakhali, two 
have been stopped and only one train remains. Sir, Government are aware 
of the grievances mentioned by me in question No. 46, but Government say 
that Government are not in a position at present to take any special steps 
to have the grievances removed. 

Sir, I know this is a matter which relates to the Central Government and 
the Railway Board, but Government do not think it desirable even to move 
the (Government of India or the Railway Board to have the grievances 
redressed. This is regrettable to say the least. 1 hope Government will 
take stej)s to remove the grievances as soon as possible. This is absolutely 
necessary because if the transport facilities are not given and civil require- 
ments are not considered, a very difficult situation will arise and, as a matter 
of fact, civil population will die by thousands and lakhs. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, the whole position with regard to 
communications and transport has entirely elianged within the last six 
months. As you are aware, Sir. His Excellency the Viceroy has put com- 
munications in the front rank of post-war planning. We all know how 
necessary roads are and tlie Indian Road Transport Development Asso- 
ciation have done good work in the past lo years in hammering away at the 
problem. Recently they made two pilot surveys on the Bombay side which 
will be most useful to the post-war committee. Bengal, Sir, has had a 
general survey called the King’s Report and we are ready to get on with the 
work when the administrative and financial matters have been decided upon. 

There must be a separate Department of Engineering for Roads and 
Roads Construction, and I do not know whether Government has given any 
consideration to that matter. The present method of administration is 
obsolete. On the 9th of March addressing a Press Conference Sir Mohamed 
Usman, Member for Post and Air, Government of India said as follows: — 

* ^Government attach very great importance to the provision of an 
adequate system of roads and road transport as part of their plans 
for the development of India after the war. Good, cheap and 
ample communications are vital to the agricultural, industrial, 
commercial and cultural development of India.” 

Thus said Sir Mohamed Usman when he commented on the 20-year 
programme for building 400,000 miles of roads at a cost of Rs. 450 crores 
proposed by the Chief Engineers* Conference held at Nagpur in December 
last year and the report of the Transport Sub-Committee of the Post-War 
Reconstruction Committee. He said ”The programme envisaged is an 
ambitious one but that need not frighten us. We propose to go on with 
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our examination undeterred by fears of finance and other difficulties.*' The 
report suggests that all Provinces and States should prepare skeleton schemes 
or project estimates for submission to the Centre by the end of August, 1944. 
They are required to indicate priority for the projects proposed for construc- 
tion during the first two years after the war. The Centre would decide the 
priorities for national highways. Detailed estimates for all projects are 
required to be ready by December, 1944. 

I do not know whether our Government has received as yet any com- 
munication from the Central Government, but I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
is in a position to prepare skeleton schemes, or Project Estimates, by the 
end of August, and detailed Estimates by December of tliis year as suggested 
by the Central Government. 

His Excellency the Viceroy has said: — 

“I put communications first, since 1 do not see how it is possible to 
effect any great improvement in health and education in the villages 
of India until they can he reached surely and quickly at all 
times.” 

and it is up to us to see that communications are dealt with properly and 
energetically. 1 have suggested that a Road Department be set up quite 
apart from the present Public Works Department. Only in this way can 
the work be properly carried out. 

ThR Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, 1 shall first of all 
deal with the cut motion moved by Dr. Sauyal regaiding maladministration 
and corruption in the department. When so many wild stories have been 
in circulation for the past three weeks, J thought that .something dreadful 
was going to be said about maladministration and corru])tion on the floor of 
this House, but nothing has been said. I think, therefore, that opinions 
have changed and that people have now realised tlmt this Department of 
which I am in charge is above corruption. 

Sir, I think that I should take the House into my confidence. 1 consider 
it to be ray duty to take the House into my confidence and tell the House 
as to what the exact position today is. Government has now taken upon 
itself the responsibility for the selection of contractors and the distribution 
of contract works. Sir, Government has taken the responsibility and has 
appointed a board of four to deal with these matters. Of the four, two are 
Ministers, the other two are the Chief Engineer and the Superintending 
Engineer concerned. Sir, this has been done because allegations of corrup- 
tion in the department had become hardy annuals in all previous budget 
discussions and because complaints were being made that everyone was not 
getting a fair deal and that favoured contractors of one community were 
having the mopopoly of all the works. The present method is giving all 
round satisfaction and everj^ contractor so far selected has been selected 
with the unanimous approval of this Board. 

Sir, I am not ashamed at all of having done my best to encourage Hindu 
aa^ ilnslim contractors equally, and of having introduced the principle that 
heavy contracts should not be monopolised b}^ any single contractor, but 
should be distributed amongst as many capable men of all communities 
as possible. If you are conscientious, if you want to remain above corruption, 
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ytm isannot allow the favoured contractors to have the monopoly of all the 
wofi: from years end to years end. New men must be brought in. A certain 
allegation about contractors was made some time ago, but 1 am not going to 
say anything about that now, since it has not been repeated on the floor 
of the House today. But I am happy to be able to say that in all my attempts 
to change the system of selection of contractors and distribution of contracts, 

I have had nothing but the most loyal and enthusiastic support from both 
the Chief Engineers. Attempts were made to rouse in them prejudices and 
passions against me, but 1 am very happy to be able to say that they resisted 
all these infamous attempts and I can assure the House that Government 
will adhere to the method which it thinks to be the best in spite of malicious 
propaganda and offensive fulminations. Dr. Sanyal sees corruption and 
maladministration, stalk and strut through every phase of administration 
and there appears to be no hope for this hapless province until everything 
and everybody are placed under Dr. Sanya) ’s sole and unrestricted charge. 
Then perhaps will come Bengal’s Utopia, when everything will be perfect, — 
there will be perfect laws, perfect politics, perfect debates, perfect morals 
and perfect men and women and when the crash comes, there will be perfect 
ruination and eternal damnation for the province. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakslia Sanyal that the demand of Hs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the lieads “50 — (’ivil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be redu(*ed by Rs. KK) was tlien put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of Us. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works’’ and “81 — Civil W’orks 
not charged to revenue'’ be reduced by Us. ]()0 was tlien ])ut ami lost. 

The mol ion of Maiilvi Maqbul Ilosain that the demand of 
Rs. 75,77 .(MX) for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — 
Civil Works not charged to revenue” be rediieed by Rs. KM), was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Badi. Ahmad Chowdhury that the demand 
of Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 

— CiyH Works not charged to reveinie” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath I>atta that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 1(X) was .then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 75,77,000 be granted for expenditure tinder the beads **60 — Civil Works” 
and *‘81— Civil Works not charged to revenue” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoummeiit. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-66 p. m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 29th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

36 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled undei 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday 
the 29th March, 1944, at 4 p.m,, 

Present: 

Mr, Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Stbd Natjsher Ali) in the Chair, 1C 
Hon^ble Ministers and 201 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral amwers were given) 

Govemment department responsible for collection of vital statistics of 

Bengal. 

Mr. H AREN DR A KUMAR 8UR: On a point of privilege. Sir. My 
Question No. 200 does not appear in full here. Only a part of it is shown 
and I should like to know what has happened to the rest of my question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* This is only a part of the ques- 
tion which was sent to the Home Department and a reference was made to 
the Assembly Department that the other part of the question may be sent 
to the relevant department to deal with. 

*200. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state which department or 
departments of the Government of Bengal have been placed in charge of 
collecting and maintaining vital statistics of the Province'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8lr Nazhnuddln); Public Health and Jjocal Self-Government Department. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: May I enquire of the Hou’ble Minister, 
when the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment gave conflie'ting and contradictory answers with regard to the 
statistics of deaths from starvation, as has been done in the past, whom 
should we rely uponP 

Mr. BREAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that there is no place in the record book of deaths where deaths from 
starvation are to be recorded in the union boards? 

Khlfl Bchftdur MOHAMMED ALI : It is a fact that previously there 
was no column for recording deaths from starvation, but subsequently 
instructions have been issued to keep a separate column or at least to keep 
a mark in the same column to show deaths due to starvation. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA BEN* W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
supplies figures relating to deaths arising from starvation to other 
departments f 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question may be referred to 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. 

Mr* SPEAKER: I should like to impress upon the House that the 
question here simply is, who is the Minister in charge and the answer is the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department. I am afraid, therefore, that out of this very few supple- 
mentary questions can arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, who actually 
was the authority who utilised the question for the purpose of making a 
reply ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: With regard to that point, I am afraid that that is 
again a vexed question. The procedure about questions as to how a 
question should be framed and how a question should be answered has not 
yet been finally settled. You may say that I should have looked into it 
already but I am awfully busy now. I hope T shall be in a position to 
make some statement with regard to this point shortly, but again I am 
afraid whether I shall be able to do so or not. This question was sent, as 
far as 1 know and I am speaking from memory, to some deportment and 
that department returned it saying that a part of it related to that depart- 
ment but the other part related to some other department; and under the 
existing circumstunct's 1 ordered that this may be done. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAH 8ANYAL: Tn view of the fact that suf)ple- 
mentaries may ari.se out of this question is it not desirable that this ques- 
tion together with its answer should be held over and taken up later along 
with the remaining portion of the question and the answer theretoP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I submit, Sir, that no useful 
pur])ose will be served by ludiling over this part of the (juestion. This is 
just to enquirt‘ from the Hou’ble the (’hief Minister us to which depart- 
ment should be addressed with regard to vital stati.stics, to which the rejdy 
given is, Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In vietv of the answer just given by 
the Parliamentary Secretary, may I enquire when the circular was issued 
to keep a record of death.s resulting from starvation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question may be addressed 
to the Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer just given 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 am afraid if one such question is allowed it is quite 
likely that subsequent (luestions may come up which are absolutely 
irrelevant. 

Number of Buporinteiidefits in High Court 

•201. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of departmental Superintendents in each side of 
the High Court; and 
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(u) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) other communities? 

(b) Will .the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) there are any duty or other allowances attached to these posts ir 
each side of the High Court ; and 

(it) if so, in how many cases such allowances are enjoyed by the— 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) others? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonTile 
Namrab Mtisharruff Hoeeain, Khan Bahadur); By the courtesy of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Justice I am able to reply as follows: — 



Original 

Side. 

Appellate 

iSide. 

(a) (*•) 

... 19 

12 

(it) — 



(1) 

... 16 

10 

(2) 

2 

2 

(3) 

... 1 

Nif 

(h) (t) 

Nil 

Nil 


(u) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased 
to state whether these appointments are made by direr! recruitment or 
promotion or by both? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These appointments are made by the Ilon’ble High Court ; so I cannot say. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: With reference to reply (a) (ii) (2), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether these four Muhammadans 
are oflBciating or permanent? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 1 

want notice. 

Alleged supply of kerosene by Vioe-President of Benhati Union Board. 
*202. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil v^upplifes Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Vice-President of the Union Board, Senhati, in the district of EJiulna, was 
a member of the Food Committee set up in the village during the last ’’food 
drive’ of Government? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a large quantity of rice and paddy 
was toand in his house on subsequent dates after the “food drive”? 

(vt) Is it a faoLthat he is authorised by the District Supply Officer to 
distribute kerosene oil to traders according to his choice? 
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Nawilnaiia K. NASARULLAH (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo Mr. H. $. 
Sifiirawarcly); (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) No. 

Mr. J. M. GUPTA: With reference to answer (6), will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if there was any search made for finding out 
any surplus foodstuff in the Tillage of Senhati? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That is too vague a 
question. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: I submit, Sir, it arises in reference to reply (h). 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is in reference to the house of the Vice-President 
of the Senhati Union Board, but you are now putting a general question 
as to whether there has been any search in any house. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if 
the house of Mr. Bhirendra Nath Sinha was searched and if any surplus 
stock was found in his housed 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not in the main question; so it does not arise. 
Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sinha is the Vice-President of the Senhati 
Union Board? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Yes, Sir. 

Supply of keroseno oil, atta, sugar at Sonhati, Khulna. 

^203. Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(d) the number of shops in the village of Senhati in the district of 
Khulna that were allowed permits to sell atta, sugar and kerosene 
oil in the year 1943; 

{h) the names of such shops; 

(c) the quantity of each kind of commodities 8upplie<l to those shops 
monthly ; 

{fl) whether distribution of the kerosene oil tins to shopkeepers are 
under the direction of Union Board President of the village; and 
(c) whether it is a fact that a few individuals of the village are getting 
kerosene oil in tins through the Supply Office, Khulna? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo Mr. H. t. 
Suhrawardy): (a) One shop. 

(b) The Senhati Stores, 

(c) On an average per month; — 

Kerosene — 27 tins. 

Sugar — 2 maunds. 

Atta — 1 maund. 

(d) The President, Union Board, with the assistance of the other 
members bf the Board exercises supervision with a view to ensuring equitable 
distribution on the basis of population. 

(e) No. 

Mr. 4. H. GUPTA: Will the HonT)le Minister be pleased to state if 
27 tins of kerosene oil that were supplied to the Senhati Stores were 
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distributed by the stores itself or they were distributed according to the 
order of the President, Union Board? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: It was distributed according to the 
orders of the committee. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the President of the Union Board has got any 
connection with the Senhati Stores? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwert to which wero laid on the table) 

Repair of Midnapore Collegiate School buildings. 

97. Mr. KRISHNA PRA8AD MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Oommuni cations and Works Dei>artment aware of the fact 
that the buildings of the Midnapore Collegiate School are Government 
property by virtue of a Deed of Transfer executed on the 20th August, 1924, 
by the Midnapore Municipality in favour of the Secretaiy of State for India? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government have taken up the reixiir work of 
the buildings P 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of enlisting the building for the purix)se of repair? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): {a) The legal aspect of 
the matter as to whether by virtue of the Deed of Transfer of 1924 the 
responsibility for repairing the buildings of the school rests with Govern- 
ment or with the Managing Committee is now under examination. 

The reply to the question will depend on the results of the investigations. 

(6) In view of the reply to (a) the question does not arise. 

(c) The queetion does not arise. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the matter was referred for legal opinion? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: After the receipt of notice of the 
question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the size of the actual deed of transfer? Is it so 
big that the matter cannot be considered and opinion given? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Unpaid apprentices in the offioo of Administrator-Genoral and 
Offloiai Tnasteo. 

98. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAilh (a) With reference to the reply 
given to clause (e) (ti) of the starred question No. 361 on the 30th September, 
1937, will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the period of service Vendered by 
the last batch of unpaid apprentices (now confirmed) recruited in the office 
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of Admiiiistrator-Gcwioral and Official Trustoe of Bengal in the years 
1933 to 1937 has not yet teen counted towards increment of pay? 

\b) Is it a fact that the practice of employing unpaid apprentices in that 
office was of long standing and continued with the approbation of (Jovern- 
znent till 1940? 

(c) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether the periods 
of service rendered as unpaid apprentices by the assistants other fhan those 
of the last batch were counted towards their inclement of imy? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister tie pleased to state the reason why 
the same treatment has not been accorded to the assistants of the last batch? 

The Hon’Me NaMafo MiUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadurs (a) 

The question of granting increment to these unpaid apprentices, since 
absorbed in the permanent establishment of the Office of the Administrator- 
General and Official Trustee, Bengal, was given careful consideration but 
could not be allowed as lieing not admissible under the rules. 

(h) Tes. 

(c) Yes; as allowed under the rules then in force. 

(d) As stated against (a) above. The reply given in 1937 cannot be 
construed to exempt any one from the operation of the rule brought subse- 
quently in force but previous to their confirmation. 

Closing of the southern road to the Legislative Building. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, before you proceed 
to deal with the business of the House may I draw your attiuition to the 
fact that the southern road, the road which approaches the Assembly 
House by the southern gate, has been closed and military pickets have been 
posted there and the members l^ave been obstructed from coming to the 
Assembly by that gate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I thought you knew it from your Leader. This 
matter was (liscuss4*d with the Leadens. The military authorities approached 
this department and thereafter I sent for the Leaders and I informed them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If it is with your authority 1 
have nothing to say. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a question of my authority at all. You 
know the limitation^ of the powers of this House as well as of this 
Government. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Is it permanent or temporary? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot say. I thought this matter would not come 
up before this House and I think it will b** ilesirable in our own interest 
not to discuss it further. 

Mr. 81A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If you feel that limitations 
have been imposed upon your authority we are at your service to deal with 
the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very glad to know that, but when I say “we” 

I do not mean myself; I mean the House. 
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IMIr. ilOGESH CHAN Dll A CUPTA: May I miggest that whea we haw 

got to come round the other way, could a quarter gallon be added to our 
petrol ration ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There again we are helpless. 

Srijilt MAN INDR A BHU8AN SINHA: Would you kindly see that 
the eastern gate is opened? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am thinking of that. 

« DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

SA— Famine. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAt Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 2, (U ,00,000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
“64 — Famine’*. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 2, 01, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head ‘*54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rh. KK). 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the 
policy of Government, regarding the relief operations in Bengal. 

^ 511 I 

»n5t*ff% TOlH? I ffW yj 

C5I «Ri ^ sTT few? 3n?t?tcif ’nwft ?f-35tftm? 

fc»ik»Hi, ®Si SRI >a?* ^*tCT? c?t 5 ? ?f?t? 5 ^ few ?Tf?’5 m:? I 

o»tlfe few? c??l? «rvi ■4?' c’FtIfe fe)?fi CTsftc^f 'ssfl ?5?t 

'3t? fei^ ?1 ’RC?? I ^kSK? t 

?wf??f ?’c? ’it'stc? C5lfe '5,??r5i? 5^ 5?rw? vk5-t(1g<ffr5 sW'snfi '3^’^ 

^ ?t;5ii? 3ift-?fHt? wcf 55itR? snrwfe tsftfetc’f ijt? ^ 

I '»wr ^w? 'sflfg’m:? '5 !r 'sii, cm-f?CTR? rtf? ?rfev? 

•pm •n^?! ?r^ I Extrsordinary Charges^!]? '!Tt?^?T^si r??lfe ?rlf5rin:Jnr 

« t?t fek ' H '9 JWf ^"f? ?tc«ffe ^3ft ?f?m 'S’Pl ^f^’ltw? 

'irfe 5i'5f‘n I 4r-; C? «*tw? ?tc^ isft '(tc?5t TC? ?l 

^ c?rr? i^l?! 'sfto?? I ?^‘t •f^rs 5rit<5fT?c?? "^jp^ra ??^-5tr'8? 

•Ipft? •tfra c??? ?5d';|V9? ^sr «a^T ^tr?? ?#t-^a5t ??? 

PWif?? «IWC?, ’WT ??? ^?? ?WC? I Cv5t??1? Wcf. I5tw? ^!ffe>It? ^IW? 

■ft'S’T ?t?t? C??? ?T<tl f'fc? ?1t? ?tt? ’Ptc't? ’Ftt? PfC? ?tt? ?«? 

^ffei? ft? ft? 'sftrc? — c??i ftf ?tc? ’ftc?? =sr?? irr? ?f^ i" wtt? ?i? 

feft?lc?? •J^??!?^? ?cfei c?f? ?•(? ^tc?i '3?? tst? c?^ f?c? 

?(? ?f??t? I ?t;?f? sftpfr '.w c?fe ?fe?i ?i ?^fe?ft CT?i ftatt^ I >4ftrT 
?t.t^i?. ????»/ ?t«t?t?, ?mtlt «???% ?t5t^ ??? c?? ?il%*ji? 
'^^Pl? ???»t ftro c?fe wfes? ’ftl 

fta ^fw? coffei ?«:? ?t;*n? ^w? ?tisprc?r left's. 
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»iwi OFfCT I <a fs tjtg^ otT^t f*MfnBr '«ifr- 

TPU, 4 OH ’ tl ' U l Va t fty ®HH ! <?5ti:^ OflCT JlfiTf 

16ire« *itCT, c^sicfe?’ cwtof ♦IM 5-’o5 »fn3r c^stc^ c«rtof orH Jrfj*! 

=fin? *n I ^ «i'5 ^’icTj 'j^f%or '«wi«iw ^rf«r<5 'ai^ncsr 'f*PR[T i 

^ 5iH^ Tft srrrfsfi ^ jw: ^PWfrsftr 

’(T;5i cytw ^'tof? iftfiH >iii5Rftr cpji ^ 'i(tf% 

fF'siHi ?« ^ ’tH^tTOfs '•retonr g'J ^ orH 

*ttof ^1 orsifw C5»*>i^(.'s ^lot? jjtSw ^•n tiM ^7 *ht 'i(W ^icts 

'sHWof ftofsr <t? fvH ^i^iM ^ibiw csrHf ’r’of 'fflir ^ «ri vrit fV' sn 
slH-qktH^ >ft?f T (WsffH ’RRUfy 

trw ’ft'fl'HT W'S 'flOF, ^ 'iTSH ^ OI^ ?f%0? 4? 35^ ^T* 

■fnr 'ift^ »r:ts #Fi 5 tt ^ 5iwH on^ ^iTTor ^r’ort^ ^ f 5 ^ (TFf«! fh 

^ ■^(.sWOB^ 'f^?ralHf?l wqor vffTCS 'ItOf I (W«Ttif iflV ?fH C«ICT> '*(^1 lilV 

5lfor, ’m c«fHif 'srnr -ii’F >i7or, 5tt*iT ’rai?? Bi^ ?rrh bhi ’tH’iIftA^ 

’ll, vfi I ^py(5tn c^r 'a«(tor Bot»nio»i 

Garden^ Jraflff BH JPH FfBII? siBrt? ’J‘f *t’CB y’CB^, 'S'H fV 

TOR S’R ^nsr TTTtffr Tf^pjfej »fo< Tt«n tot- 

%T THrtTOTT 'arblw, Tl Tit TTFlTOlT Ttv'TI TR'tORf RTtOfff TST 

— OI? RTlft T'lBtflorT TTT'51, 'TOTt'ilTSl, '*HH^f5pfT3i '3 'sr5rf%gr3I r 4 
WTIT O'SDfT 3^51^ ^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : TTfi-HiT TR TOi OfC^, 'TiT f% TTtTT T 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : TTfr TOrf| 'TWt^ ^itT iiiTf| TTTl CTTTT I 
Yl%^ or CTH TTOl 4T^ 'tTRBfil 1V ioHt CTTtOI fwi TtT 'StT Tffggngj 

^5tHT5 'TTC? TTTl TTfCWT OT^ TfwOf <7ITl-5^ S •ilT; TITOT ’HflTOtV 4^(01 

TTa I i£|T^' %f5Pl CT OT ''^5TYT ’RtW ’T“rt5<f5iT' ^tTTCTF' ■I^TI fTtW^' 

CTFtOf m I '-i^ Tt^^rtT OFTflj CTF# iRPdftOF 95R “|T5«n fTtBI?3 CTfOr 

froic^ I oFff5 ctIIS TtHtlti^ ^ftfeinsi 7tn cT'tofCB I "silBr Tnrtwr 

TT>rn f^iTOini 'tc^t Tmi thi, t^et fEffl^roiT '*(ti:frsT TPm 

’YTl, 4$ TTfSf CTt'-rlr fBlV'ATtT TITTl TTI I ’Ttfr TTTITOF T^TT Tfi ^1T1 TOf ^’CY 

"IfOR or 4?’ P(<C>J« 'JTJ-TTTYI, '’TfiyTlflOiT OlHrtT fl^'^Tl'TTm 

^StWT 4tRf tft'tfH CT-EiTlt Bt^fkP/T ’RTift ^RretftT TtT) TCT TtCT 4T’ 'itCH 
S*fT Tf?TlT fV®!f TOT ^ 'Ttf? T^T CT ^tOH 'TYTStS oftlf WTi Tft 

Titirs ^fin 'Rfs’i T) 50# «nOR '301 TtOItT T^TH 4T? '«r«RR CBiT? ^JiTOF ♦‘TiJR 
CFIR OFtffi OFTlS 6WT '^’fTTB Tin Ttl^mt TOY 'StlT eTBT OFtOI TB l T l f t T 'Vfl TTPTF 
n I 

SJ. NARENORA NATH 0A8 GUPTA: Sir, 1 beg to. move ibat tha 
demand of Ra. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine'^ 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about 
ihe policy of the OoTernment which aggravated famine and dismal failure 
io cope with it. 
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nswfe I «n3 ^ivfj ?Rstrt i5*R fror <?» ftstt 5C*r ftcro? <5nr 
^<sn orm «rwfr¥ i "Wr *(f#Trc»& iiicsrfif »insF< (Wnti ct, * spv iro 
?h*n ’ftiJi '[_Rsc’r« ’ww ?Ft5r-^prc«i ’ffe® totc^ i jRitii 

c^Wi cicv c*KTO?n '®i wtc^PT ^ 5ft;5n ’iimi wfcjR i ^ivin pi '«itw 
OI tpffil ®f'9^ ^'®T SIPS ^I^pl 00180 ®PT PIfT ^KM 

^51131 <?rra 5inrT ?prc 5 1 ^ pwiw ^rrc^ift Jiton ^csr ’ftai * spr. iro i 
'WT <411 CT 4CTO? '5tP5 511® ljt51 PI C®t5in tflW <11^ ill5 4ti| 

froi I ^ition wtft PI i(5tiitBr ■Ji’i'aR ’I 0 P 15 %5h, ®t5 ^it^i % c'stf'lfst 

I '3ii:v fflraiFri iri toiI^ at 'jRftn c^s crtiiiii 1 ^ «ti::55'ti 

pnm wnip?4 ’I’j:*! 4515 ir*f5 »f*P5 5515 c? 4 ^ wij'sfn *11^% c^ar 1 nvpt 
tr/ 51IIPI PI 4^ wlH'sffir CT c5af ®i <5^ C5tpt srt^csif ®4 h cn 5 ^ 

c®t5in tfit't It'S PI 45 i c5a 55 1 'sit^rcfra 5ti5i '5t®<P(‘5 pi^ C!tr»tt5i ^ 15 ? 
' 55 ^‘t 5^55, C3Win fra PI 6 STT b-o Sftwtil fC5 ff, fPH? 80 I 
®tcf5 tprtf 51?!:® c^tisi ^ c®m! tpifi fra, ® ’r^sfn fw 

<8Tir^ I f tin 4vff®trf f ^ ^ csttpri cr*! fro, 

%5rfii fsrtf ft^t® S'^ffipftsT ®’fcf<i nfc* 4? ft%(r55 ftfsciii 5«ti f4i 
4P5flW iRtf^rTff f^5T ^^tPs* 55 fl I 'ff'll «1W?I 5lff PI 4?,’lSt53tlI 4? 

ffi^i CTtf f5f 51ItiI ’T3|®l ft? I PTatrf btf^ 51IPH ^ff 

pr?«tpi 5fc® 5c<f I 55f!:sf? 4? f Itf orc5 cf t^ c^tcir ®t!;5 f “sirf^ ^’fc® 5t? ft i 
«rifv «rtff ^t^iftCff ’Jfffr f«ff PI? John Hebbebt,-]^ fftfeffff 

5trtH g'f^ff 55!:® ftf wfT 4? fttftir f ferfit 5t ypicf 4ft 'Jift 

fTffesR 'fPlfl ftftf iff® 'flitf ft fff fl 'Sltffl ’ll? ®ff PI? 5^5 FTairni 
«rfT ^'ff cf #5 5i;irc5, ftf 5tsr 4? f®f vRptafrf ’tsf rcnc^, ftffi fl5 

HTtlf fff f^tf fR3Rr tt!.-® ffra stu ®r!;fi! ftra ®t? 5Cf i ^ftsr? 

4? f fSTi'aftil f®? 'fPIt^^tr®! »lt5 fl CIR 4f C^lf 5^5 ft? ; Cf f tftfT fff ft3I I 
®t!:5 Cfl?r CffCf ®f!Pl' 511111^ 5’f:® 'Stiff 5t? ft I ®PI 455 i 5stl 5C55 Cf 
PI? 5^ iifffff® C5tpt 4? f #!iff 'sfRs'lf fTtirffg 5srtf®»timf‘f f fsfafr 

flu ffc* ffft 2 prf «it?f f5Wcff ®ifff fit PI iirff cfftcf 'sitfl cfftcf 

fttflii cffPR Wffl fT l fff^ i, 5ffar 4ft 'ftf^' ffC5 '•rata flffi 'ftc^ i 5f<i 
4551 ff® f®T PI fttflf fffttptf 5t?f, C5rff?t 4ft '^ftf^ 

’itcfPTf f®®!, sfw 4ft ^ ffps fitftf 5tfa fff® fi fPff 'fir^ 'srf® »ttf^ 
4551 f^ fl I Plff C5tf C3’'nf ftfr ff CiPIf 5^(5 ffCf; ftf® f I? Cf? It5f 
4*pnra f®®i ffC5 5ifa fff® 5t^ 5fif fi i f5f 4 ? fftfa#tr5 fftf 
*0^ fftfa^tf 5lPI ®5f tpfPi? '^ftf'#^ ftirff 011551 5fC«R Cf fttfff bl<5C5f 
'5®tf ft? ; *r|5 stiSit 'srtcf ; ’J^ff^t ffifatT cf < cfc^f 5t®cff 5®lf, cf? cfttf? 
litiii cff?r ; Cf? 5®tcff 5fi f ftf cfc5 5t5fi 5t5ff '*i®rcff 56 f’f 1 515 fff 
5tfin fff !f^ ■stiSf "sfic^ ®f5’c5t fpr fc5 ff® fsif ^ ftif 1 cfff fir*lf 

afll 5(f ^ 5Cf fPI ft?, % f1?,‘ ®t5’PI Cfff R5 fff 65 C®5ff- 
®ttf 4? fttflf 'aftfwt f5f OfPrtl 5fC5H Cf fttflf btScff '«I®lf fl? 

®5f #n fCf 5PI%»R Cf 'at®tf ft? CftCf fttftf ^1%5C5 ^ ffftlrt 5fC5 
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«inn?Ri <3^ ?prw fir«m 

ijaR V[F3l? ’CT •ffilC'SH 5f6c*nr '¥diW 

^’c*T '«K‘5t'Yc‘f 5rtfTOn w !pTH c4c^ *ff^‘r 5i®sr 4^ csrlcv?i 
jRTt^j^fe i4Pi *tv5i^ <rt*«iRr is? •f r^c'+'S ^5^^^<Tl«ft^ '^rrttonr cT^fc'S *9 i 

MSttIvi ABDUL WANED* Sir, may I move the motion standing in 
the name of Mr. Giaeuddin Ahmed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tes. 

Maulvi ABDUL WANED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 under the head “r>4 — I'amine" he redueed by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the failure of the 
Government in not declaring famine and not making proper arrangement 
of foodgrains to save starving people from deaths. 

’TtCT^, ^TWc'Tif 

at firSoy 'atiR' (?i^ i 

5)4 5rE5 — ’Ttprtg ?t%*TrT orN't' 

sp TiTfif SvTjg- 5fm fsrfvrsf ’Rwatf ^ ®rt •turm 

^ at 5,t;5TpT spf C5ft^ :it?n f^fctrct? cg^i <1^*1'’- 

v^tClC^ I f.o^ ! 

•sfarffir grTR. cth, c^, ’Pt^ ’JRIH csrl^ 

ertr^i ^5Ttg ^g^ifsT 'R^‘fi gc»i7.i: cnm'h ct ^rtt^ cvl^ 

'spoW 5Tf^ I #n ■s’pT srcsrfk^R, r «rwn emu'll ^Rfir art 

«rfft ^FTirfSRPl I Rns Rstl ^Ttes?; R S’F'll I 'jR 

wiwaf5rr..-R tpd'TTOvi 4=t: ’TFCJrl‘d*t fifeigvlR: R: w 

C5J «mr Rac5=T ^stc^ vff^ttrsfR ?pftf^ yctrcf or vfr-nsi ’^rr'rtfKn, 
TO or iRTf'*r Bnf%, ^ff% ’rege ®^,-- ioi efr^fllfl 

^5tfk’=f, ^ (TRprffr ■srfrc’f. — eg? ^vfi. — 

■sps ^ ■mm 3ixs(r c^teP^ “'W ^‘i<rt<f ^orcs iUVs Rtc® ^rwtf »ff% 'nn- 

'rtGf'fi ctptr? 5fai fw:'5 4^ S^stngafsra ^ ScRt %[, — 5r«ti ?t<f. 

f%5ti:vtf% R: fjpRrs i ’rew 

%cn — ‘‘csRsItgpl f%B ^JTT 4? ’fK'ri Rl C^l” >37 TfTl *ff7Wf 

CTfTh 717 C7 7t^X7 TPH Re'S '77-7 'S voifpii c«r«T- 

’fWr ’TPffTT TWTT «fI7I Rot R #t5fC71 OT TTCriS R*tt7'-f TOff^ 

<37t cn^«f.ir^ CW*fRt7 ’Rtrs C5C?rf®7 l ’Ffl?? (TRi Ttcc?— >4? ‘sn5<!:7C«97 
SffttPil 7171 >a¥Pi ^6® or 4? '!to‘t'Ot‘i, C7 07 C7t7 7R RTW 

07? 'TTItTTTfllR TOftTI 7^7057, RWGfTI 0^7105^ I 4?7f'4l TtTl 4t7i?l'?«m?t — 
777 07077 W77f7f77 Wf7 TO't TtfTS 707, 7fRl7 TS Rpitfr, 73 RvfTt^f, 
73 07l4t 0®lT7 "TtOf, '3f077 0771?' f7t7 0?05 07717 7f71 '^171 7’07 7lt5;7 I 47! 4?5l077 
•nttTtfTFOlrr 707 07tl7 7f7 77)17 7Ft0%7 72PI7 70^ «ttr7 ^51707 C70*f 47^ 

f^Ttsmt, 47?l '771W773I7 ^ 7071 4?)M f^fUTI 7ft7 7171,-711717 fT^lPT 
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in, wrtt^fhr.'o ’rcw (?t^ «RJt 

oft <?fc-r ^ TOT 

f ^’<1^ ^ TOTC^I (Laughter). 

Mr. SFEAKER : Faminei4? ^ I 

MMitvi ABDUL WAKED : ^ift^nn 1 

^rfinjr^ l&froi ^ ^ ^ ?c^ c&c^ i 

ifPR oj^Rtisf v&fc^ ^JT ^ !ftW C5i) i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^37pr ^ ^ famine^? '^vfi ^ | « 

Mauivi ABDUL WAKED : Famineofi? ^vft^ Sir. 

l^tW^ ^t?n (.<^lc.^ TtW C'lJSt I <4^* ^ (TT^^tC^ 

^artr^ I 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about Cloveniment’s inability 
and unwillingness to co-operate with non-official persons and bodies in the 
matter of evolving a broad-based and long range plan for preventing 
recurrence of distress and famine conditions and in rehabilitating the 
diseased and the destitute. 

Although f would not say that famine caught the Government napping, 
there is still no denying that while Ministers were drifting from delusion 
to delusion partly in the midst of wishful thinking and partly in anxiety 
to consolidate party position which was still volatile in April-Muy-June 
last year, non-official forces in the country whose representatives are today 
branded as the Opposition gave their first reception to the stalking distress 
in their humble manner. Despite jealous official attempts at concealing 
truth and understanding realities public opinion voiced itself through the 
muzjsled press and the mutilated platform and Bengal’s famine obtained no 
less than international recognition and the Government of the province had 
at long last to acknowdedge it even though grudgingly. 

The result of this bureaucratic dilatoriness on the part of a democratic 
Government has been obvious. At its early and comparatively preventible 
stages, distress and its attendants were allowed to have their mounting 
strides and non-official agencies which were already active in the field were 
not only not encouraged and nourished by administrative assistance but 
what is worse the Ministers and the high-lights of their party scented in 
these useful philanthropic relief organisations a challenge to their own 
willingness and capacity to do good and a threat to oust them from power. 

A healthy Government conscious that its roots are in the faith of the 
people would not only have followed up the lead given by a section of the 
people but would have further enlarged their scope and strengthened their 
efforts by its own propaganda machinery and by material assistance. But 
the Government of the day in its patent shortsightedness behaved otherwise. 
It appeared late in the scene, found its own work already taken up by 
lythers and in ite impotent range and imbecile opportunism began playing 
the shrewish oharaoter of ’’heads we win, tails yon lose”. 
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ITKe numerous gruel kitchens and othA relief organisations began 
functioning in spite of Government apathy and when these became live and 
real and effective in their own way Government had to advertise existence 
and avoid endless odium by agreeing to sell some foodgrains at concession 
rates in some places and that for some days. This is how the Ministry 
claims to have stood by their constituencies in distress and the blame for 
all their failures, for the uncountable deaths and immeasurable destitution 
for the massive emasculation of the labour and the peasants, for the 
irreparable exhaustion of the intellectual people, for the nakedness of 
mothers, wives and sisters — the blame for all this is glibly laid at the door 
of the Opposition, as if people have died in millions out of political 
motives and for slotting the Government of the day. It is this ungenemus 
mind of the authorities that has more than anything else contributed to 
the speedy downfall of the province. Benefactors have been branded us 
propagandists and friends have been misconstrued as mere politicals. 

Members of union boards, of local and district boards, commissioners of 
municipalities from one end of the country to another — irresptK'tive of 
community and politics — stood up as one man with the sole desire for 
saving their land from ruin and the enthusiasm was such that Government 
could — if only they would — galvanize all these local bodies and their 
personnel into one vast machinery for reaching the required food, cloth 
and medicine at the door of every single hungiy and diseased man and 
woman. Famine would have been fought in its base and at least three- 
fourths of the deatlis that have o(‘curred could be avoided and destitution 
could not expand on the vast scale that it has done. But that was not to 
be. Our guardians failed to look upon themselves as trustees for the poor 
and considered themselves merely as j)er8ons in power. They sUiod aside 
in isolationism born of a totalitarian attitude. They failed to put a little 
inspiration into the direct and nearest rejucscntalive.s of the people and to 
clothe them with a little authority for combating emergencies and the 
morale wa^ allowed to go down. They feared that j)ower would go out at 
their cost and in their nervousness they grabbed at everything, achieving 
nothing. The costly department of C’ivil Supplies came up as a post- 
mortem organisation more as a coffin for the dead than as a relief for 
living men. What this department is exiKHded to do today could have 
been more effectively done eight months ago, if the charges of «up]dy, 
distribution and rationing uere handed over to the net work of self- 
governing institutions. In iny municipality at Berhampore, the municipal 
Commissioners drew up a completed programme for ration in essential 
commodities in September last and this was approved by the District 
Magistrate, hut the Divisional Coiiiinissioner vetoed it as he could not agree 
to handing over these powers to non-^Jovernment hands. There are today 
5,000 maunds of sugar in Government custody in my district but not a 
chattak is available for there is no machinery working. Conditions in 
villages are still more appalling. 

Will things continue like this? Things can improve even now, if only 
Government rid itself of its inferiority complex. People must be trusted 
before Government undertakes any scheme. This will not only increase 
eflSciency and effectiveness — this will add to the prestige of the Govrnment, 
for it is not in the Dalbousie Square that Government will have to dig ite 
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roots, they must be firmly plfnted on the soil itself. It must be remem- 
^ bered that the country does not belong to the Ministers and their patrons 
alone, but primarily to the hewers of wood and drawers of water. These 
latter must be taken into confidence and all energies must be mobilised for 
relief and remedial measure. Thy must be made to feel that the lives of 
their numerous fellow countrymej^ are their concern and that they must 
account for their well-being. 

Death, pestilence and starvation do not work on party lines. They are 
a pienace to all and have to be combated by all. Parties may blossom 
and perish, Ministries will come and go, but this fair and proud province 
of each patriotic Bengalee must be made to go on for ever. 

Mauivi RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,01,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to supply the starving people with food. 

I beg further to move that the demand be reduced by Its. 100. 1 move 

this in order to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government to 
supply the starving i)eople (i) with sufficient test or gratuitous relief, and 
(ii) with free distribution of cloth and blankets. 

Sir, if I look to the budget statement of the Finance Minister I find 
that the present Ministry has spent about Rs. 0 (*rores by way of relief 
operations and has incurred a loss of about Rs. 5 crores more due to the 
procurement operations of the Civil Supplies Department for the equitable 
distribution of the available food supplies at reasonable price levels. If 
I analyse the operations of the relief works and the distribution of food- 
grains at mofussil in the distressed areas, you will be convinced that the 
huge sum of Rs. 10 to 11 crores were simply misspent or abused. 

Sir, I represent a constituency in the Tippera districts — I mean, Daudkandi 
and Homna police-stations — which is the most seriously affected area in 
the whole of Bengal bv famine and distress. I do not know what is the 
official record of the number of deaths in my constituency, but I know that 
the number will be far less than actual deaths because ver>^ few of the 
chaukidars or dafadars who generally give the death report are alive or 
able to work due to malaria, small-pox and other diseases. 

The western portion of the Tippera district is predominantly a jute 
area consisting of low lands. The people of this area ?annot maintain 
themselves for more than four or five months with the foodstuff. In an 
area like this the Government did not supply a single maund of rice or 
paddy during the last one year, but on the contrary the Government did 
make a deliberate mischief by their anti -hoarding drive. The anti-hoard- 
ing drive created a panic in the minds of the agriculturists with rumours 
that the rice or paddy in excess of the required amount to be found with 
any agriculturist will be seized and forfeited to the Government. The. few 
agriculturists who had some excess in their area sold their excess amount 
immediately. By this act the Government drove away the surplus rice of 
the 5 to 10 per cent, of the agriculturists from the area but when the acute 
shortage of rice began in July and continued up to December, Government 
did not supply that 90 per cent, of the agriculturists of that area with a 
single maund of rice or paddy. For full six months 90 per cent, of the 
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population of that area suffered seriously — some had to starve themselves 
to daath and others were half-starved and took rotten things, not all of them 
due to want of money but due to want of foodstuffs. Thus I find that the 
present Ifinistry is the real murderer of these people. At the same time 
they are doing a great mischief to the future generation by creating a loss 
or deficit of 5 crores to the Bengal Government due to the so-called and 
bogus procurement scheme. 

Now, Sir, coming to the relief operations I know from my personal 
knowledge that no grain doles were distributed before December when the 
harvesting of the aniMu crop had already begun. So far as the free kitchens 
are concerned, it was the non-official public who began these through public 
donations and it was in the middle of October that Government began to 
distribute money to some areas for the cost of free kitchens. But the money 
was of no avail when no rice or paddy was available in the market even at 
Rs. 60 or 70 per maund. Only in some areas nominal khwhurit with 
rotten things were distributed with which no man can live for more than 
two weeks. In free kitchen areas I know that not even 10 per cent, have 
survived, some have died due to loss of vitality and others due to cholera 
and malaria and dysentery. 

So far as test relief works in the district of Tipi>era arc concerned, I 
know that many dishonest presidents managed to secure test relief money 
by thousands by unduly influencing the District Engineer and then 
misappropriated almost the whole amount by showing some false accounts 
in collusion with the lowpaid work sarkar appointed by the district board 
by way of patronising. Then* was actually no supervision or scrutiny. 

Sir, in a country wiTerc f>eople are dying ifi thousands and lakhs for 
want of food, you can easily imagine the condition of the people for want 
of clothing the ]niee of w'hieh is so high now. Most ot the poor peojde 
are almost naked. The jiroblem of cloth is a most serious problem and the 
quantity of (doth that has been di.strihuted is nothing hut a drop in the 
ocean. 

' (At this stage the meinher having reached the time-limit resumcnl his 
seat.) 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 for exjienditure under the head “64 — 
Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion about unsatisfactory formation 
of relief committees and rejection of co-operation of respectable and 
responsible non-officials. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think the necessity of relief committees and non- 
official co-operation to meet the famine conditions in the provinc/C and to 
fight the disease prevalent in this province cannot be doubted by any sane 
person in India. But we find that in this matter also the Government is 
ver>^ slow to implement the promise that they have made from time to time. 
Sir, in spite of the fact that the Government has seen for itself and even 
has expressed its appreciation in public meetings regarding the activities of 
the non-official organisation in the second city of this province, I mean Dacca, 
where a wholly non-official organisation has successfully, economically and 
to the satisfaction of the people been making an equitable distribution of 
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the available foodgraiiis and also handling relief operations, yet we find 
that the OoTGninient instead of following that example, instead of getting 
such organisations to function in all the districts and also in the interior 
is thinUng of costly establishments and is depending too much lipon the 
ofKcials to do their duty. The situation is such that you cannot expect 
people who want to make a living only to tackle the dij£cult task sufficiently 
and properly. 

Sir, many of us who have never seen officials or gone to Secretariat, 
having regard to the acute distress prevailing in this province, have gone 
to the officials to a(!quaint them about the real situation. We have put 
forward our suggestions in the hope that they will try to take the hand of 
co-operation extended to them. But what do we find? Some of us have 
gone round and ap|)ealed to the non-officials to come and co-oj>erate and 
work in the relief committee. In some cases, retired Government servants, 
Head Masters of schools and members who have served in the Provincial 
Service were requested by us and they came up in order to join and become 
members of the non-official committees. But the circular which has been 
sent out by the Government says that the presidents of these relief 
committees in the interior are to be the Jute Registration Officers — young 
men who serve for a small amount, they are to be the presidents and respec- 
table non-officials are expected to work under them. That shows that the 
Government will not realise the situation and will not take up the non- 
official co-operation even in the face of the fact that in the second city of 
the province the non-official organisation is handling the prol)lem suecess- 
fully and well and at a very little cost. 1, therefore, say that the sooner 
Government give up their policy of only depending upon the paid staff, 
inex])erieneed staff — young people who have no experience of these things, 
much less any spiril of service in them — the better for the ])rovince, other- 
wise the province will suffer and suffer hadly and Government will not be 
able to solve the difficult situation. I would, therefore, strongly commend 
this cut motion in order ot emphasise the fact that Government mnst give 
\ip this policy of isolation from the non-officials when co-pperation of the 
non-officials is available to them which ought to be taken up by them. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Ra. 2,61,90,000 for expenditure under the head be reduced by 
Rs. 100, This is in order to raise a discussion about the increa.se of estab- 
lishment charges and the decreased provision for relief. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, after the speeches of the previous speakers I think I 
can be brief. Sir, in spite of the self-adulation of the Ministers and the 
Ministerial party and the admiration felt by their supporters for their great 
performance in dealing with the famine last year, history 
will record that in 1943, 7, 17, 27 or 37 lakhs of people died in Bengal 
through starvation and diseases born of it. So great indeed was the 
solicitude of the Ministry for the dying millions committed to their charge 
that they left the deaths to be reported by the village chaukidars and to be 
recorded under a miscellaneous head. Causing disappearance of evidence of 
a mnrder is a criminal offence but doing away with the evidence, or failure 
to keep record, of the holocaust due to a mismanaged famine is recognised 
as a political virtue in some quarters. 



DEMAND FOB GBANTS. 


<<78 


194ili<] 

Itvtf it oaniiot be said, Sir, that there was not a machinery which oo^ld 
be charged with the duty of finding out the dying and dead multitude. In 
the budget of the current year originally a provision of 2 Idkhs of rupea« 
waa made for salaries and establishment to cope with the famine itself a|iart 
from the vast establishment under the head of Civil Supplies to which the 
whole Jute Eegulation staff worth 16 or J 6 lakhs was also tacked on. That 
original provision of 2 lakhs again was enlarged on revision to a provision 
of 90 lakhs and 12 thousand for salaries and establishment. Of this huge 
establishment no part could be directed to take account of the dying and the 
dead. When such is the case, 1 would suggest in the first instance that a 
committee of enquiry should be constituted — a committee of non-officials 
surely — to ascertain the havoc caused by the famine 

Now, Sir, coming to the budget before us we see an establishment worth 
1 crore and 11 lakhs is going to be provided for, although we are told by 
prophets, repeatedly proved to be false, that fuipine cannot and will not recur 
in the ensuing year and it is only the malevolent disposition and mischievous 
inclination of the Opposition that refuse to see the spectre laid. The 
singular feature of this provision is that it is a lump provision and gives no 
indication either of the number of officers and men that will be employed or 
continue to be employed for the purpose nor of the scales of their remunera- 
tion or allowances, nor what proportion wiH be spent for contingencies. A 
more complete avoidance, nny suppression, of all details is a budgetary feat 
that might have been witnessed in the davs of the Trojan War, but quite 
unparallelled in recent history. How could the Finance Department be 
induced to accept such a bald scheme one can only be left to wonder. Of a 
piece with this bald provision is the lump provision of the trifle of 50 lakhs 
under sub-head “Miscellaneous.” W^'hen details of salaries and establish- 
ment amounting to 1 cron* 11 lakhs cannot be disclosed, it may bo tinpardon- 
able anxiety for official st^cret to claim to know the details of 5l) lakhs 
budgeted under sub-liead “MiseollHneoiis” not to speak (»f a crore estimated 
lor gratuitous relief in a year of bumper cn»p and of procurement schemes 
making, as annr)unced, abundant progress. Jt will probably be said that it 
is a token of the overflowing generosity of a favoured iGovernment — and a 
little bird whispers that without such provisions and window-dressing in 
print neither people can be taken in nor loans will be forthcoming — but, 
Sir. it requires some explanation how for the administration of a relief 
provision of 1 crore in the coming year as against a revised provision of 3^ 
crores in the present, a larger provision, laiger by 21 lakhs, for salaries and 
establishment can be necessary. 

Now, Sir, to cover up the appalling bankruptcy of the Bengal Govern- 
ment the budget has been described as an anti-famine budget, post-famine 
budget, procurement budget, rehabilitation budget and what not. Bat, 
Sir, can these descriptions be justified, can any anti-famine, post-famine 
or rehabilitation measures proceed at all, without taking a census of the 
landless labour or of the unemployed in the province? If not, the first 
measure that should be taken in ibis connection is to collect these statistics. 
Unemployment dole may be a very ambitious thing for our country and the 
problem of the destitutes may be left to be solved by passing a Destitute 
Bepatriation Ordinance or Act and leaving the rest to soft police lathi$, but 

oven when gratuitous relief on a large scale has to be organised, I maintain, 

* 
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that the aforesaid census has to be taken as a preliminary measure. 
The ascertainment of the number of destitutes and distressed cannot be left 
to such guess as can be made from optional test relief work. That test 
relief work utterly failed last year even to give an estimate of the appalling 
situation that was coming is evidfut from the mismanagement of the famine 
situation last year. I tabled a question, Sir, enquiring how many District 
Oihoers last year informed the Government beforehand of the imminence of 
the famine as it was their duty to do so under the Famine Code {vide section 
b8) but, Sir, the answer has been withheld for two sessions. A part of the 
huge expenditure for establishment may well be applied for the collection 
of the statistics of the unemployed and of the landless labour which, as an 
an ti>f amine measure, is absolutely necessary. 

The other anti-famine or post-famine measure that appears to be urgently 
necessary is the extension of the colonization scheme in the Sundarban 
districts and a survey of certain portions ot the cultivable wastes in each of 
the other districts of the province. In England soon after the war began 
a large area under permanent grass was surveyed and allotments made for 
cultivation thereof. Why cannot some such scheme be undertaken as an 
urgent post-famine work or work of immediate rehabilitation it is difficult 
to understand. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( A fter adjmimvien t . ) 

Mr. RADHANATH DAS: Sir 1 beg lo move that the demand of 
Hs. 2,01,00, 001) for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Bs. 100. 1 move this to raise a discussion about the fact that (/) the 

Government were mainly responsible for tlie overwhelmingly large number 
of deaths amongst the Scheduled Caste pe»)ple due to starvation and utter 
negligence and carelessness on the part oi tlie Government in properly 
distributing doles and food amongst the people of the said community; 
and (n) the question of rehabilitating them. 

Sir, the meaning of my cut motion is quite clear and obvious and there 
is nothing to shroud its significance. The large number of people who were 
very adversely affected by this famine of 1945 were the depressed class people 
of Bengal. Mr. Speaker, Sir, you must not take this expression of mine as 
a partial one, only because I belong to such a community. It was the 
depressed class people who suffered most and who died in large numbers. 
I have got innumerable letters from various parts of Bengal stating that 
the miseries of the depressed class people knew no bounds and their condi- 
tions were most deplorable and many homes of depressed class people had 
been rendered lonely and bereft of human beings their family members 
having died in tot/) without leaving a single living person. These are the 
letters, Sir, the synopsis of the contents of which is as follows : I am reading 
out some of the substances of those letters that I possess with me. If you 
fd through the whole of each and every letter, you. Sir, will be astonished 
aAd bewildered to know the utter sufferings and miseries of the depressed 
class people and to know also as to how they died in large numbers without 
food, medicine and shelter. You, Sir, also know how in some places the 
people belonging to the depressed class community bad been denied any help 
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only because they are depressed class people and sometimes because they 
were not supporters of some particular party. Let me now, Sir, read out 
some of the letters in their substance. 

There is a letter from Jhapardah Union Board, Domjur, Howrah, which 
runs thus: “About 1,400 Scheduled Laste people including Kaora, Bagdi, 
Muohi, etc., died of cholera aud malaria without any medical treatment. Gi> 
average, still, there are o or 6 deaths daily in each village. Quinine sent to 
the local Lommunist party for distribution is denied to those who do not 
join the said party. Belief sent is extremely inadequate”. 

There is another rep(>rt from Mr. l^robhas Pal, village Pirpur, Nadia, 
Calcutta Address: 75A, Ashutosh Mukherjee Boad. The report runs thus 
“Scheduled Castes do not get relief at all”: I think this is mainly because 
they belong to the scheduled caste, and then the report goes on “Many of 
them died premature death”, 

1 will refer to another letter the substance of which is tliis. Report from 
Mr. Kanailal Pal, Assistant Secretary, Hajipore Tarun Sangha, Hajipore. 
P. 0. Dumrai, Dacca, says “Scheduled Caste people are terribly sufferiiig. 
Many of them sold away their movable and immovable properties. No other 
properties are left for them now to sell Many people have no shed on their 
house. They have no cloth to put on. Wmnen are worst sufferers. There 
are some wlio have left their children and have left no trace of themselves. 
Quinine is very dear aud almost unavailuhle” . 

There is one report from Mr. Aswini Kumar Biswas, c/o Mr. Nanigopal 
Boy (’haud}nir\, pleader. Nagpara, Noukhali, which runs thus: “NamasuHras 
belonging to No. Chur Parbati Union ami No. 8 Char Hasari Union under 
police-station Companyganj district Noakhuli, are terribly suffering. Their 
business of betel has been lost. Many of them have lost their hearths and 
homes on account of the alluvion of the river Chhota Feni. Many people 
are tiding and many more are on the point ol diuith. Flelp from tiovernmeiit 
kitchen and test relief Auirks is inadequate”. This reporter could not gel 
adeciuate information lor his people trom tlie jiresidiuit of his union, he(‘uuse 
he did not belong to the party of the president. The Secretaiy oi the Hindu 
Mahasabha Mr. Bajendralal Chaudhury refused to give any help and 
remarked that the leaders of Scheduled C.istes ban supported the Muslim 
League aud so they would not get any help, (('lies of “shame, shame” 
from Ministerialist benches, ) 

Then there is a report from Mr. Sarada Ch. l^s. Pleader, [^resident, 
Kattali Food Committee, Jafarbad, Chittagong, namely, that about J,()(K) 
fishermen have so far died of starvation and sickness. Remaining 1,000 
are living in utter distress. Immediate relief is required. 

So, Sir, you will find that almost all the letters are of a similar nature, 
and I do not want to take up the time of the House by reading out the 
same story in each and every letter. Tt had come to pass that the distri- 
bution of food.stuffs, distribution of doles and also distribution of cooked 
food through kitcliens organi.sed by Government have not been carried 
out properly, equitably and with good conscience and justice. Though it 
had been made clear b}' Government notification that the poorest persons 
and those who were facing death by starvation were to be dealt with first 
and not to speak of Government notification but for equity every Govern- 
ment distributor should do that. 
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As regards the rehabilitation scheme, Sir, I would like to say one thing 
and then I shall finish my speech. I shall not deal with the past at 
length but deal with the future. The Government in their proposed 
scheme for relief and rehabilitation in the year 1944-46 estimate even 
in the present circumstances at le^t 1 per cent, of the population of the 
province of Bengal will require relief in the shape of free distribution of 
food besides the real rehabilitation scheme, then 6 lakhs of people require 
to be fed. If eight annas be taken per head, then about a crore of rupees 
will be necessary per month, and in a year it will come up to 12 crores 
of rupees. The budgeted expenditure of 1 crore of rupees is a mere drop 
in the ocean. 

Shoemakers and cobblerfi require special relief. It appears from the 
report that no relief has been provided for them. These people should be 
supplied with implements of their arts and crafts which they sold out for 
their purchase of food during times of famine. 

Mttuivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Sir, I wish to make a few observations 
on the famine budget. Before doing so I want to point out to Mr. Shams- 
uddin Ahmed, ex-Minister, who stated the other day that had Dr. Mukerjee 
not come to the help of Muslims there would have been more deaths among 
them, that the Bengal Relief Committee did not give any relief to the 
Muslims. (Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta : Question.) You may question, 
but I am giving the House facts. (Interruption.) 

Mft SPEAKERS Order, order. There should b.^ no interruption. 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs In my own subdivision of Kishoreganj, 
the Subdivisional Relief Committee un^r the Bengal Relief Committee did 
not give any help to Muslims and Scheduled Castes. On the committee also 
there is not a single Muslim or Scheduled Caste member. The people 
belonging to the Communist party have also been l)anned. When asked why 
all these people, Muslims, Scheduled Castes and Communists have been 
banned, the answer given is that Dr. Mukerjee had instructed that no Muslim 
should be taken on the relief committee, nor should there be any Scheduled 
Castt* on the committee. My contention is borne out by Mr. Monmohan 
Das, who is not at the present moment in the House, and also by Mr. Mirza 
Abdul Hahz. Mr. Abdul Hamid Shah who hails from Kishoreganj will also 
support my statement that there is not a single Muslim connected with 
the Bengal Relief Committee. In the subdivision, relief centres have 
invariably been opened where the Caste Hindus predominate. Either in the 
union committees or in the village committees no Muslim has found any 
place. Though it has been called the ‘‘Bengal Relief Fund"’ the work has 
been done as if it is a Hindu Mahasabha fund. 

Mfi HISHITHA NATH KUNDUS You have done great injustice to 
Dr. Mookerjee and to the Bengal Relief Committee. 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I give my own personal experience based 
on faets in my possession. 

As present test relief work is given under the Famine Code which is 
ieiy old. I would ask the Government to revise the list in the Famine 
Code so that the labourers who are engaged in test relief work may get a 
fair deal. , 
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I now come to the agricultural labourers, landless labourers who torit 
ai>out 30 per cent, of the population of Bengal. No provision has been niadt 
either in the Famine Code or anywhere else for these people. The term 
labour is understood to mean “industrial labour” but the agrricultural 
labourers who form 30 per cent, of the population, nobody takes any notice 
of. I would ask the Government that in providing relief for the labourers 
they must give first consideration to landless labourers. Unless they are 
encouraged and allowed to live the province is bound to sufier in the end. So 
far we find that Government have not taken any notice of agricultural 
labourers. 

So far as gratuitous relief is concerned. T think the amount provided in 
the present year is not sufficient. T would ask the Government to increase 
the amount in the estimates of 1944-4o. 

(At this stage the honourable member having reached the time-limit 
resumed his seat.) 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: 

^5(t^ Finance Budget 

facts and figures a •<5sUr Wm 

I c^c"f i]<* 1 

^ ^ HO 5!’^ C«Tt^ 'f 

most severely affected 

8C ^ badly affected 1 (Mr. Atul ("handra Sen : C^oBTBT 

^ wBn rM(.'^r) (TT^ts c^*5ft^c^, i ^ 

KO 5TT C^TBP affected to some extent, 

C^1TO ^ 

affected by high price only. famine^il^ IBH 

8 C^Tf^ affected I 

5 (pointing to the Opposition benches) (:oTBPT:*f^ ^ C*f, 

C!I$ “mtvf” 

(pointing to the Treasury benches). ^ptTq (Laughter and interruptions). feBn W 
i5TPrC5 'STBr C'JfBPi'R Sir, I UI? 

^ ? jW ft ^!&8v>88 

(laughter) 0,h«:»,8vb,^G.':>y 1^ gratuitous reliefinr 

^ I Test relief^^ ^,^6,0«\,08'a\ fetTl ; ^ 5<tflr 

Agricultural and other loans c'ft*!? *f#;F <4^ ^ (Dr. N. Sanyal : 

PB3» f ) c''tBpr|iT ^ ^ i ’^Bn 

iPf] I headil PB5 ^ iBnSi 

<l,0‘\,66,0yb8\ tBFl I '9^, — famine stricken 

^jt^5Bn CO ftt^Br ^ *tBf I Civil Supply Department <4^?* 

Government of IndiaC^ food grauniRr «RT :>,0C,00,000\ 
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I C*f<1 b',6^,6\b,068\ ^Pf] ^ 

>> Wt’f ib fro BRT I (Mr. (^abu 

OhandeaRoy: ^ ^ 

( laughter ) ; ^*tC=§r ^ 

fif I Medical relief ^ ’{jk! ^0,00,000\ 

ftW? ^ I W^ 5Jt,*5n cnf 6,\b^G&1 

&ee kitchen '^finrffllsT^T — %G,0.'5,000 Tfsl? C^Tt^ I 

3i ym free kitchen^ (TTtfe ^^0,000,000 W^TTfl I (Mr. Syed 

Ahmed : Free kitchen<i]^ ^ i ) 15 ^^ 

\08frl work house r^rfrjl 

v<|^s milk canteen c^ft^n ^,brG^^^?l I ?Rfn 

^ I (Mr. Abu Ho.sein Sarkar • CbP\Pl f% 7T.TO *^1 

c^i ^i) ^5Ti?t^ c^«itc^3 j c5r?Tir5 i<c| 

I c^t=^ 

I (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : 

TOir^l!) (Mr. Syed Ahmed : p/v^ }) ^ ^^3 f^ 

'®rfipFt?f •Ti^ I c^fVc^ ■^mPi’ 

^ I (Voices : pp*R^ ^^rfft etc.) 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: On a point of information, 

Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: No point of information arises now. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: C^ 

(Tf'pPsrfrs^ ? (Mr. Samsuddin Ahmed : Pf^ 

^ 'sr^rr l) (Mauivi Abdul Wahed : ^ 0^0^ Ct|77Rr 

^l) (Noise and interruptions.) Sir, 

Hou8e4^ ^t<fT I ^ 

<^fC^ (A Voice : ^5|t^ 4^ 

’^Vfi ^ 31 ^ ^ ; upon this remark there was much noise and interruptions.) — 

Mr, SYED AHMED: Pi‘<m ^vfi '3rfii'?n ^ ^n, Sir. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHED: ^ ^3*'^ C^fl^ CTOTf — ^ 

^ Prt vfpfi ^ ^ I 

Mfi SPEAKERS Order, order. You (addressing the Opposition 
members) will have your chance to reply to what he is stating. But if you 
go on making ^noise and creating disturbance the business of the House 
cannot be carried on. I hope you will remain silent while he is speaking. 
His time is soon going to be up and then you will have every opportunity to 
meet his points when you will have your chance. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Sir, ^<lPr ^ C'fpTCSC!^, 
csttiRtif 'Q *n:3>ryr csTtrro i 4^ ’Tofsi cw i 4^ ^ 

^ I (Voices from the Opposition benches ; 
no, we W'on’t hoar him. Sir, ^ rw ^Tfror etc. ) 
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; Mr. SPEAKER: c^sf^ to the pointt^ f%j 

^ I 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Sir, 

’«(T^ ^ ' 

^finn ir&i i ^snrt^ gtfr c g f g c? 

:):5 ^ Tfhn f% (MauM Abdul Wahkd : cfi^ o ? rtr P f 

yjj 'srtiT ’TOR ^ I ) w r 

'sl^kv© 'artHHlc*f'?i eTf^ ^ I (There waa loud noise and intemiptiona 
from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will .you please stop makinj? noia# like thisP 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Sir, ( 7 R< articles 

tpft^ C^h I ^C ^ food grains ^iTt^ ^fiincgp f I 

pieces trfe >fR I ^TOT 'S UKf 

?R ^Ff?nrrC5R »ffe ^RT 6 SfiiF pieces, C^TUTOR ^ — 

children garments *fR ^ ^ 

^IT^S^T (TfO milk powder (Tfs^ I ^ IkVtOpf, 

(Tf3?rR *ffe 3*^ (pointing to the Opposition) 

? (Mr. A, M. A. Zaman : ?|R:friT ?) 

(Then* was loiul noise from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, if you go on creating noise in this way 
the business of tlie House cannot be carried on. His sj)eech may not be 
liked by you hut it is only desirable that >ou will give him a chance to 
speak. 1 have not been able to follow his s])cech and I think you also have 
not been able to do so. How will y<»u then be in a j>osition to reply to his 
speech P 1 would re(|uest you to kindly have patience to follow his speech 
with a view at least to give a suitable reply to it if you like. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: arstC^ ^ yft v t l ’gR ^;*THr 

^f%5t?7r ^ 5R ?ff^, ^fwrrs fp ^ >TC*T5- (clapping). (At this 

stage the red light was shown) Sir, time Rr I 

m fwc^ 3rc<tr m ^^finrresR (prfn?p ^srrvtc'iR ^nrr ^ ; 

4^ c? 4 ^ir?R S* ?T?n <tURR 1 

'^r c6 ^ ^ I ^1*^ ••rfre^ ?nrc^ 

^ Gik'jRr 

(Mr. Abu Hosain Sarkar I ) \ 5t?1V1 

^fror Ri I ^ 1 ^’Rtr^nr ^ ^ ^ 

oppositions? 8 ake 4 opposition ^ 

3n ^ gc5Wc‘^? (RR?i %t? ’p^r i ?fl’- 

’fit" ?f%?i c5Tfc?f ^ 5 ^ R, T<iTc«f ftii 

^rt? 1 
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Mr. SHAH SYED OOLAM 8ARWAR HOIAINI : Hr. SpwAw, Sir, Bon’ble 
Mr, Tarsknath Mukerjea , 3 ^ Finance budget r»t*t I Finance 

budget ?rf^ S*ifT3 JTI, Pt?‘ «tfr3 SI’Y ^t*F! >35 House 

I fast ‘4^ c*f^ tl4l'^Pi fV bis fsss*i 

C5it^ =11 t 

Sir, 1 * 1 $ S*R ?S’PI ^ '3 

'*(tor 50 K 5 |!:^i >p*Lf 2 ca €W‘r s ^rswfi a* yc-«t' 5 iT gw tot 

(3rc«tni,, c^iff ’m?, ylrt, 5tt?.3, 3 

50?^ — a<i51S ’ifTOJ!:® Famine gtilfBR 'SRsifst TOT 

5 flt — ;r^' jftw y^i 1 ^rat-’Toi 3 ftw ’W 

'-153^11 Sir John Herbert ^tRCs 

csh 5 rT«i" y^?itt!v{ I fflOTit lai^ sw yrTf^tS 

YfWl CT ’tOT sfr'i 3tn wtTft5»n 1 W^ItOTiJ dTstJlJ ca ’rtv^ Sir 

Rutherford ^‘smi ^ro*!"? TO WTOW I fsf^ >at 55R ?f%C=TiT 

fWif ^F^<t 'sWt '3 \l?r*i ^I'sn gT>x*i'^€W‘r 

I ^ 1 ?i*i ‘it?fOr‘TW ^Fig?. rrywri rprrrt ’Tfib '-ttkr’tr'k 

^*51^ 5W '■fj’nz^ 5r"ii, Tjg-Frk =i'"ii. '-fy si’t cwc^ faw 

fro ■5?5t^c5f ’fC’Pi I ’it.”?(W 4*' w^iTstf, %v?l's 

yv I 5(^5M gt^tOTT'^W ’mgT''l‘i Tt’iw jrfrrstr.’r? w^n tinTT 1 

Sir, rrfsnstw' CW~’t ''tft ^iTO'f » rrfjn'al ‘iFi’y ^ C'-iWTH, W5ttf% 
gafb 5rTWTo gp?! ■ 5 ?^' Sgkii 1 nwi ^tkr 

«R7 stfjJiioW ^15 WH Jrflir 5ra Ispahani Brothers.^ 5?#5ti:s^ Supplier. 

tpW ^RfRry Supplier Ispahani Brothers^:} 3T»FgiIt51 

rrfipTbW fk*rsi 5Ff?rai Supply ^SW^-'d'fg-imi, 51# gfl‘to 

ipr STY siT!iit«Tf? ^•ftvstc^ wt ww c'-rmrc^i gf^‘t5 1 

Sir, ww? " 1 ^ ’Fft c’lWC'jg yst jrfsw? PW cpw RIks goB j'ytra aW 
fgm gcgg '^g>n yk 5 go l CYCggcng.Sg#’! ykg BI I British Parliament, 
Government of India iSB* C»cgy W^iTTo y^lB Ptg fPC?if^, pressure fwpaflq 
We %! '9ltlt IbCO 5HPF 'BtBtCT «CT "IWrb ^lOB J#— WTifT TO CTCW 

WB TC O 'W»prg''f BFCBtfBI 

Sir, 'rrf’lBt dtgff CtlylaPf TOOe C5I Gruel Kitchen<<i? sufficient 

TOiWs 01 y^t% I WBtiT fromi #%, BtiBW 'srg-B3 

>ntf«i5 TO gtigm 3 smo ge cWyifr gfatw (wtFt cgnPi km 51 ^ 9 gtg® 
gi;gt5 to to ftog 1 'Jibb fV ®iofggi, cgt Igck, 3 mco 

gi3g'rg4 g^f5 # gt| gtim «ri giywr gftiktufB 1 wg gpgtg bor Bfansi 
<a^ tfwlB gfg« T^f^rg" gtim WBT Bigi Gruel Kitchen TO11B3 TOC^ I 'Bfir 

4 ^ gflro Syi ggig ’ffroi g?un cBtg ? 1 kkfB bi i 

Sir, '"Tsra Y:im %t gfwm fBB't m: <Jb: TOS Famine 

OrtlJ# "TOB Bft I Famine Codeinrs CW Btll? CB Wrt BBB SgfTi TO 

Mfg gsg'cB'kY (?i? »nf^ m>cm 'B(wt^ti?wBB^5Wtryg triro ykg. 
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gUN «f^5iTO C5C«r CTOtw^r C9r«ff*f!5fir 'sfir f^rj 

?rf, (srf'srhr '&?<f*far 'a sRi -qu l ff l bm 'srRRt-’jvfJt to 

f¥« Government Famine c^«fj ^ C^rlTC^ '3 

^ Gruel Kitohen^^ sfT^^fhr 

I w:^ csrtv oiN 

TO TOTC^» vH^Q I ^ I ^srW^ Gruel Kitchen^ij^ 

stS^T ^TOTt^ftft’ cFt? frot? ^Hft 

TOr^, CTOC^ (Laughter). 

Sir. ^rflr*^ (?m)NT^ I c^wft 

^ ^srmi ^TT^ram^Wcft c^ik •it^l %Pr District 

Board Election^ C5tfe (:?t?Ttf^ TOftp I 

fV Chairman r?:^{ C^ f%C^ — TO ^tTO 

Sir, ^!Tt3rt^ c=rwr^^ rfy^rft 'q f^: c;ftR 

firs ^ ^ , c^ •(! c^r‘f^ ^sr|f%^ c'^tt^Ttfi vsM^ gfisfifirrtTr ^ 

(T?f 'Q C5U ^ ^ I 

Sir, (pointing to the European Group) 

^c-’H ^7ic^*f I 'SJtriiT c^r*!^ ^rfi <i34'Pi 3 ^ c'^tc?) ^prrsi fir i5?Tfc>b®it^ fir 

His Majestyc^ '3 ^ I ^’STlTI ^ (y^ 

^ c^fn) TOT rTc^, ^rfy^r^ ^srroi, ^sRiT^n, ^3 ?Tt?n c^ wrfij- 

CStfi C^»fC:Ptfi 0^ TOt^ ^ I ^tfiNl'nr ^ position- • 

opposition ^^STtfi o P'tm •fTT^ftfPar (TPTtTl '®r^pT?l 

^5t51 r5 I TO OfCS? 

C^rcTOOfi^lt^F Wi\ 'StTtWr TOTO W*1’ I 

fV ^rorfi ? — ( At this stage the member having reached the time- 

limit resumed his seat. ) 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Sir. many ol my friends in this House 
have already said about the sufferings of the Scheduled Castes during the 
last famine. Sir, to speak the truth, the last famine was the famine of the- 
Scheduled Castes, and they were the worst sufferers. 

Sir, the Scheduled Castes during the lust famine have been rendered 
hiomeless and they have sold away all their utensils to keep their body and 
soul together. If Government had any proper agency to collect death 
figures, they might have seen that the death rate among those poor 
Scheduled Castes would have been the highest. 

Sir, Government came to the field with relief in various forms for which 
I congratulate the Government, but, at the same time, I beg to submit 
that Government themselves had the kindness to admit that in administering 
relief Scheduled Castes' cases were not properly considered. The other day 
we received a letter from Government where Government admitted that ins 
the matter of administering relief, the cases of the Scheduled Castes andl 
other minority communities have been neglected in many districts. 
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Sir, this relief was mainly distribtited through some private organisations 
or through food committees. As to the private organisationB, I beg to 
submit that there was very little representation from the Scheduled Castes 
in them, and for want of representation, they had little relief in the hands 
of those organisations. 

As to food committees, Sir, I beg to submit that in the same letter 
Government had the kindness to admit that those food committees were not 
properly represented by the Scheduled Castes. Due to want of their 
representation in those food committees, the cases of the Scheduled Castes 
were neglected. Due to these farts, Scheduled Castes were not getting 
proper relief from these bodies. ^ 

Therefore, my request to Government for the future is that Government 
should he able to see that the eases of the Scheduled Castes are not neglected 
and as to the formation of committees I would request Government to see 
that Scheduled Castes’ representatives are included in those committees. 
In view of the situation I recjnest Government to come forward with special 
relief for the help of the Scheduled Castes who suffered much during the 
last famine. 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Famine nra 

District MagistrateC^^, Deputy 

Magistrate^R^^ Circle Officerc?^ ; Union 

Boardi]^ members . presidentCRiT 'stt’3^1 ^ 

<5 *Rn:‘-nT Pc3*i ’3T^ Rito? 

'''ifT cTic^ ^3 h‘i ^ 

'vSn 

^C^'CV'T” I ^Tf5t*rr ^CitC5?«i c^it^ ’IT^T 

r ^ C^Tt^TRn (TI 

1 High Courti)?r Chief Justice (TJ ^ — 

I Industrial School i?tTl ^ ^Tf% ^TtR^ 

T?1^ famine reliefii:?^ ^ ^TtP 

^ SPF I GTRfl (TTMLW ^ — 

Ministry^ — Ministry. ^1 i 

R'»c't=!r sTH wi i ^st=9fi 

I ^lw*i 

Cd t' ^CY ^ Tim '«rt^ ^tfrf UtRS TBV I R’®- 

irf? ^'3 R| ^ ^ 

Ginr i 

Housesij^ c«f1WT^ ^5tWf 

^cerPfiqm Pnr ^ 
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cFW i ^ c^rr^ 

I ?? ii5fs^ a?t<yr^ c^ ^ wi ftrfiw 

ftr^r^^T, cn ^ 41^21 ^ 1 (Pfr ^ cgr r< f Of^ 

W(\ ^ =^po I sii^fi^n c^ cius 

^ '3 ^PTC^ ^ ^'rrc55 1 ' ^ ^ ^ ^sf^rsT 

Pr^-^Tfhn Bt^rW^f c^ f^. ^rf!m ft^ ^sftTfn 

?!?, "STt^rt? ^vfl I 

Mr« DHIRENORA NATH DATTAs Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would not have 
intervened in the diseusnion but for the a<‘euHHtion.s that have been made 
b> niy frieiKi Mr. I.Mail as to the tuiietion of the Bengal Relief Committee. 
Sir, I want to sa^ that tlie aceusations are abHohitely false. The relief 
eominittee has made no distinction between communities and communities 
as regards distribution. My friend Mr. Shahedali who is sitting by his 
side will corroborate in> statement that relief has been distributed in his 
village. I was one of those workers who distributed relief and 1 can say 
this that relief has been given to the people irrespective of the ('ommuni- 
ties — Hindus arnl Muslims, ((^ries of “hear, hear'’ frOm tin* Ojrposition 
benches.) The ac('iisations that have been made by Mr. Israil are absolutely 
false, inischievou8l\ false and I must say that he has done great injustice 
to the committee which is functioning in the matter of the distribution 
of relief. 

As regards distribution of relief to the Scheduled Castes — I do know that 
the Scheduled Ca^te people have suffered most in tliis distress — I can say 
that the> did not get any relief from the (xovernment Central Relief 
Committee which was functioning under the supervision of Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, if evidence is sought of the District Magistrates of 
Bengal they will corroborate my statement that so far as relief given by 
the Bengal Keliel Committee is coTjcerned, tliere has been no discrimination 
between the communities. Di.strihution has been made irrespective of 
communities — Hindus and Muslims. Sir, J again repeat that the state- 
ment of Mr. Israil i.s fals^*, m j.scJiiev(msl\ false,, so much so that I cannot 
characterise it in proper language. 

With these words, 1 do condemn the attitude of Mr. Israil. (Applause 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, in my district after m> release 
from the jail 1 (uganised the Dinajimr Arta Seba Sungba for the relief of the 
destitute and it wits a branch n{ the Bengal Relief Committee. It is false 
to say that no Muhammadans were taken in the committee. I may sav that 
Mauivi Hasan Ali who is the President of the IMnajpur District Muslim 
League is a member of the committee which 1 started at Dinajpur. Moulana 
Abdulab-el Baqui is also in the committee. The President of the 
Scheduled Caste As.sociation whose name is Pandit Gobindu Chandra Hoy 
is also in the committee. So it will l)e absolutely false to statt* that in 
constituting committees we do not take any Muslims and Scheduled Caste 
members. I invite my friend Mr. Israil to come to my district and examine 
whether in distributing relief we made any discrimination between com- 
munities and communities. It is absolutely false to say that only the caste 
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Hindus received the relief. Muslims and Scheduled Caste members were 
equally treated and all of them got relief. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, North Bengal ^srn 

Or^fC^ 4 

^ ntrm tot i 

TTWrr tfW kitchen committee T5 TO 

scheduled castes <A^ C^ft? ^VS 

I 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: May I ask my friends Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta and Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu whether they are aware that 
no such thing has been done. I do not blame the Bengal Relief Committee 
but I directly and most vehemently say that no such thing was done. I ask 
Dr. Mookerjee whether it is not a fact that in the district of Rangpur relief 
was given only to those people who signed the Hindu Mahashaba creed. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: One thing I want to ask Dr. Mookerjee. 
His pictures are there and his slogans are there f% f^^'T ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: 1 do not want to say many things. What I 
want to say is that so far as the statement uttered by Mr. Kshetra Nath 
Singha is concerned, I can only say that the statement uttered by him is 
entirely false. ^ 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Sir, w^e are not here to discuss the 
relief operations of the non-official relief committees, but I shall refer to 
their activities in the course of my .speech. We have met here to pass the 
budget estimates of the Bengal Government and not of the Bengal Relief 
Committee or of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha Relief Fund. 
(Dr. Anotu. Mot.\le« Malik: Provocation came from your side.) No, 
did not. It came from your side. Sir, we are here to discuss today the 
question of Bengal famine not with reference to what happened in 1943 but 
to the conditions in 1944. 1 do not wish to discuss in detail as to who has 

been responsible for the Bengal famine, except to say this that the part which 
has been played by the present Ministry' has not helped to ease the situation ; 
on the other hand it has aggravated the situation considerably ((Vies of 
‘‘Question” from the Coalition Party Beeches). Sir, today is -29th of 
March. This day last year the resignation of Mr. Fazlul Huq as (Viief 
Minister was obtained by the then Governor. The House will recall that 
during the Budget discussion of 1943 the then Ministry made it abundantly 
clear that the situation then in existence was alarming, that there was a 
serious shortage of foodgrains in this province and that unless some radical 
steps were taken in the very near future, Bengal may be plunged into 
disaster. Sir, I do not wish to take the House through the remarks made 
by Minister after Minister after the assumption of office of the new Ministry 
in April, 1943, stating that there was no food shortage at all, stating that 
everything was all right, stating that in the course of a few weeks (Rai 
Nath Chaudhuri : In the course of a fortnight.) that 
Finance Minister said— the prices would fall and that there would be 
peace and plenty throughout the province. 



1944.3 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


587 


Now, Sir, the charge which we bring against the Ministry is that if they 
had not lost valuable time during that period, the situation would not have 
worsened as it did worsen in the course of 1943. Today, Sir, in 1944 what 
is the position? There is an exact repetition of the statements similar to 
what we heard in 1943. I have made here a tabular statement of what was 
said in 1943 and of what is being said in 1944. There is the same assurance 
given without the adequate and required data behind such assurance. What 
is the charge that we bring against the Government? Government did all 
it could to prevent the news of distress in Bengal spreading throughout the 
province and outside the province. What part did the non-official organisa- 
tions play during those critical months? The members of the House, if 
they analyse the situation dispassionately, will find that it was the non- 
official organisations which first thought it necessary to start relief operations 
and only after they had started work, the Government started doing some- 
thing. So far as call for help was concerned, appeals were issued by non- 
official bodies and individuals throughout Bengal and outside. Certain 
appeals and certain statements were tried to be suppressed under the orders 
of the Defence of India Rules but had not public opinion been aroused 
throughout India through non-official efforts and through the efforts of some 
newspapers, specially The Stntesumn which does not occupy a place in the 
Opposition but which did invaluable service in letting out the truth and 
making it known throughout India and abroad, the Government of Bengal 
would never have been brought to its senses. 8o far as non-official relief 
organisations, the two main orgunisati(»ns with which 1 have been connected, 
viz., The Bengal Relief Committee and The Hindu Mahasabha Relief Fund, 
are concerned, 1 can say without any fear of contradiction that tJicre has 
been no distinction in respect (»f caste, creed or colour with regard to relief 
given by them. 1 liave got before me the returns from various local relief 
organisations and from other places whicdi go to show that we have st*rved 
man without any distinction of caste, crt‘ed or colour. But what about the 
secret circular issued by the Government to the District Officers that amcmg 
Moslems none but a Muslim Leaguer is to be appointed as a member of any 
relief committee? Mind you, Sir, that of these lakhs of rupees which have 
been raised by non-official organisations, 99 per cent, has been raised by 
non-Muslims but according to instructions received and according to our 
own judgment we decided that we should seive man irrespective of any 
consideration. On the other hand, whose moiie> has the Goevrnment of 
Bengal handled and mishandled? it is the money of the people of Bengal. 
It is iu)t the money of the Muslim J^eague i'artv sitting over there. It is 
not the money of the Hon’ble Ministers wdio have administered the funds; 
yet in every place distinction has been made both with regard to management 
and distribution. That is however not the main point we are discussing 
today. The main point is how to prevent famine in 1944. T would say this 
with all the emphasis at my command that w'hatever we have said during 
tlie last few' months is due only to our fear based on reasoned facts that 
unles.s things are properly shaped, (here may be a recurrence of famine. 
From one point of view, no question of recurrence arises. Has famine dis- 
appeared from Bengal? What was the price of rice before the famine days 
and what is the price of rice now ? On the admission of Government and its 
iupporten you cannot get rice at a price less than *Rs. 15 or 16. I ask 
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you: does that not represent that famine conditions are still prevailing in 
various parts of the province ? But what has the Government done ? What 
the (Government has done is to gag public opinion. ^Government has 
directed that there will be no criticism of the failure or inefficiency of the 
Government to be allowed to be published m any newspaper in Bengal. I 
ask y(»u : is that the way in which the situation in Bengal is going to be 
tackled It has been said right from the top to the bottom — every one 
connected with Government and outside has said — that unless and until 
you can restore public confidence, the conditions in Bengal can never alter; 
and how can confidence be restored if the ultimate responsibility for carrying 
on the food policy is left in the hands of the Ministry which does not ad- 
mittedly enjoy the confidence of large sections of the people of Bengal. 
(Cries of “No, no” from the Government Benches). It is no use your 
shouting “no, no”. You know that in your heart of hearts you are a 
sectional Ministry, that you are a Ministry which commands the confidence 
of one section of the people and that there are large sections of the people 
who do not have any respect for your integrity, efficiency or honeKt> . 

Now, Sir, only three days ago, the Associated Press issued this message 
from Bogra. It is dated 22nd March. It runs thus: “Batches of destitutes 
are again pouring into the town in a very weak state of health. A body of 
a destitute was found lying on the llangnur Hoad foi- some liours while 
another was seen being devoured by vultures and jackals on the Station 
ai)proach road”. (A voice from the Government Benches: “Ah, ah I”) 
Who is the gentleman who .said “Ah, ah!". This is an Associated Press 
message which has not been published except in one paper in Bengal. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: It is false 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr Hasik Lul Bis^^as wliose 
ra»hik(iifia knows no limits, nays that the statement is false. The Associated 
Press representative has sent out a false message in order to tickle the vanity 
of Mr. Itasik Lai Biswas. Now', Sir, 1 ask the Hou'ble Ministers: can the 
Hon’ hie Minister deny that it was only about 10 or 12 days ago a report was 
cent by the Superintendent of Px)lice, Bankura, wlio is not in league with 
the Opposition, addressed to the Deput\ Inspector-General of Police, 
Burdwan Range, disclosing the serious state in Bankura and the anxious 
times which the officers were having. These are the wonls: “As regards 
rice and small coins” — 1 ask every member to pay close attention to it — 
“it appears that the situation is going to he a repetition of last year. Prices 
of rice and paddy are on the increase. Rice and paddy are disappearing 
from the market. The same is the case with small coins. There has been 
a continual complaint by the (police) force of extremely rotten supplies of 
rice coming from Government Stores. I have already brought this to the 
notice of the District Magistrate but no practical solution has been reached.’ 
— Now mark the comment on the administration of the Food Department — 
“The supply consists of a mixture of four different kinds of rice with a 
liberal addition of stones and the users are mostly suffering from stomach 
tri^ubles. I forejiee a disabled force if this kind of supply continues”. From 
Bankura you go to Chittagong. What is happening in Chittagong? In 
Chittagong, Government has arranged for the supply of foodgrains to about 
15 per cent, of .the iwople through controlled shops and there also thp 
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prevailing price is about Rs. 16. Tliere are thousands in that area who can- 
not afford to buy and live by purchasing nee at Hs. 16. But that is only 
affecting 15 per cent, of the people. Eighty-five per cent, of the people in 
Chittagong are left to their own fate which means that they cannot get rice 
at any reasonable price whatsoever, the prevailing price today being between 
Rs. 22 and Rs. 24 per maund. 

Coming away from Chittagong to the Calvutt4i Gtuetie, take the Calcvtla 
Gazette and read it every week. What are the facts which are disclosed 
here as regards the siiuation in Bengal, district by district and subdivision 
by subdivision. Take the figures given up to 8th March and published in 
the Calcutta Gazette of 16th March. Out <»f 81) districts and subdivisiona 
there are as many as 2!) where on the om ii atlmission of Goveriimeiit black- 
market is prevalent or no information is available from the markets in those 
places. And those districts include Tippera, Chittagong. Dacca and other 
places. What does it disclose? It discloses that somethings is rotten 
somewhere. In spite of the bumper crop which we have announced through- 
out India and throughout the world the people of llengal are suffering in 
March to this terrible extent. You can ihrottle public opinion, you can 
gag the expression of free criticism but will that save millions of jieople ? 
Did that save people in 1948? And why has the (ifovernment lo.st the confi- 
dence of the people? licave aside the party label of the Ministry. Take it 
on its merits. Why do we not trust the Government? Why did not the 
people trust the (ioverninent ? The reason is tliis: take some illustrations. 
(At this stage there was loud noise from the ('oalitioii benehes. ) It is no 
use shouting. I’reat yourselves as human beings and be not the gramophone 
of the so-called leaders of >our part\. 

Now, Sir. take the case of bad food. Mr. Suhrawardv said repeatedly 
that the bad food, the bad quality of riee which was being supplied was the 
responsibilit.N the Central (lovernment. He went on rejieating that. I 
am not quoting him. 1 won’t take the time of the House and (|Uote them 
in detail. This was repeatedly said and the Government of India j>rotested 
against it. (Cries of “who protested?”, “Who protested?” from the 
Coalition benches. ) Sir J. P. Srivastava protested. (Cries of “Oli I”, ‘‘Ohl’^ 
from the Coalition benclie.s.) You shout “Oh!”, “Gh!”, beiuiuse he is a 
Hindu; but Sir Azizul Huq protested and said it \\a.s the responsibility of 
the Bengal Government. Now who is this Sir Azizul Huq? 

Mr. ABDUL MOTALBB MALIK; He IS a gramophone of the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariat there. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Then have the courage to repudiate 
the Government of India publicly and say that they have falsely replied. 
Then, Sir, it has been stated that the Orissa Government was responsible for 
the bad quality of rice: Mr. Suhrawardy getting the rebuff from Delhi ran 
to Orissa and said that it wa.s the Oris.sa Government which was responsible. 
But read -the statement issued by the Orissa Government on the 24th March 
which stated that the allegation was absolutely false and that the res- 
ponsibility was not of the Orissa Govemmert. Whose responsibility then is 
it, I want to ask. You have the right to ask, the members of Hie Goveni- 
ment party have a right to ask whose responsibility is it that the quality of 
rice has deteriorated? The point is that public confidence has shaken 
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because the Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies/ Department says one 
thing in Calcutta one day throwing the responsibility on the Central 
Government and something else from another place on another day throwing 
the responsibility on another provincial Government; and when these are 
repudiated by the Governments concerned the result is that public confidence 
is completely shaken. 

Take the next point. When we brought forward the charge tha,t 
thousands of maunds of paddy had been allow^ed to remain in a state of 
wastage near Jessore railway station platform, up rose Mr. Ruhrawardy 
there and said, "Oh, what could we do? We (^ould not get the transport 
facilities." Who gave the reply to this from Delhi? It was Sir Edward 
Benthal, who is neither a Hindu, nor a Muslim, nor in league with the 
Opposition members. What was bis answer? His answer w'as, "We gave 
the Bengal Government transport facilities acc'ording to their programme 
and this Jessore stock w'as never included in the programme submitted by 
the Government of Bengal". You are sitting there as dummies and dolls, 
giving your support to the Ministers because you think that your Muslim 
League Party will remain alive. It will not remain alive. Whether the 
Opposition wuiis or not is a matter of indifference. If you think you can 
play with the lives of millions of people of this province in this way, you 
are utterly mistaken. 

Now', Sir, W'hat about profiteering? 1 am (juoting these instam'es only 
to show wh\ it is that the people have lost confidence in the Government. 
Why is it so? Look at your profiteering scheme. It w'as said by the 
Hon’ble Minister that there was no profiteering at all. Getting wheat 
from the rest of India at u low price, that wheat was sold at a higher price 
to the dying peojtle of Bengal enabling the Bengal Government to make 
u clean profit of f'h‘M4 lakhs of rnj)ees. Mr. Snhruwardy .^aid that that Avas 
all over. But read Mr. B. H. Sen’s sj>eech in the Council of State on 
Fehrnary 21, 1944. On February 21. 1944. Mr. B. B. Sen says that 

Bengal Government has been going on making profit even during tlie last 
few njonths — a fact which was denied here by the Treasury Benches and 
Mr. Suhruw'ardy. Does that help to restore confidence? 

The point is, Sir, that we are genuinely anxious that there must not 
be a recurrence of the distress of 19411 in 1944. That is the point that I 
want to emphasise upon today, and that cannot be done until confidence 
is completely restored in the bona of the Government. 1 say this, Sir, 
that a lead has been given in the Central Assembly where the Muslim 
League has joined hands with other parties for defending the rights of 
the people. The point is, w'ill the Bengal Minslini League Party have the 
courage and statesmanship to play the same role? (Mr. Rasik Lal 
Biswas: You waut to come in!) You have no reason to be afraid of 
that. We have tested you from the Congress Party to the Muslim League 
Party. Treachery has its limit, but you have outstripped that limit of 
treachery, Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas. 

Sir, so far as the future is concerned, I say this in all earnestness and 
seriousness that there is absolutely no hope for Bengal unless you and we 
can combine. There is absolutely no hope for the province unless we aU 
ainJc our party diierences and unite to solve the food problem. The other 
dav. Mt- Siihrawardv naid — T nnt nr^^nt in the House at that uine — 
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that I had gone to ask for the support of the European party. The talk 
which I and two other friends had with the European party I need not 
disclose, but I can say this without any breach of confidence that there 
was no question of our asking for their support for any party interest. 
The point which we put to them and which we put to them today in public 
is that the Bengal Legislative Assembly, taking the Indian members, is 
divided into two sharp groups: we have 100 Hindus and Muslims in the 
Opposition and add to them the 10 members who are behind the prison 
bars which will give you 110; and on the Government side you have about 
110 or 115 Hindus and Muslims and 30 others who are neither Hindus nor 
Muslims but something else sitting over there to hold the balance. What 
we appeal to them is this : at this crisis when the offer from the Opposition 
is that we must present a united front to solve the food problem with which 
the country is faced, you should do nothing which will place Bengal under 
the heels of sordid party-politics and prevent that united front which alone 
can make any scheme of rehabilitation and food scheme successful. What 
about the judgment delivered by the Chief Justice of Bengali^ That shows 
how things are moving on. The CUiief Justice is not a member of the 
Opposition, and we have no control over the Chief Justice’s expression of 
views. We have no control over the Chief Justice's j>en and views. The 

Chief Justice said two days ago (A member from Coalition Benches: 

Is it Pollard F) It is not Pollard. It is another M.L.A., an M.L.A. who 

belonged to the Opposition against whom certain criminal proceedings were 
pending. He wa.s made to go to the Government party and the bait was 
given to him that the proceedings would be withdrawn. The Chief 

Justice’s judgment make.s it clear (Voi<’es from Coalition Benches: Tt 

is a lie.) If you say it is a lie, you call the (Miicf Justice of Bengal a 
liar. Go and say that to him Do not say that to me. He hud before him 
the letters and documents and he had made it abundantly clear that the 
Secretary of a particular de])artm(;nt was desired by — the name was not 
mentioned and the Chief Justice went on asking b} whom he w^as desired 
— to approach the District Magistrate to give long adjournment in respect 
of this case. 

Sir, what I say is this. This is only one illustration. There are other 
illustrations of this sort where force and coercion are being brought to 
bear on members of the legislature in order to keep the Government party 
somehow alive but, Sir, the point in that it will have a direct effect cm 
the morale of the province. What we want is that there must be a strong 
and united government representing all parties who are willing to work 

the constitution and then it wdll be (Mr. Fazluh Rahman: You are 

dividing the Muslims.) We do not wish to divide the Muslims. We want 
that all of us should unite and you say we are dividing the Muslims. It 
is you who are dividing the Muslims and not we. If we can unite it is 
only then that we can hope to solve the food problem. I offer tho hand 
of co-operation in full earnestness and 1 hope, Sir, that the response will 
come from the party that now controls the destiny of the Ministry. On 
the other hand, if you go on as you are going on, you can keep your 
Ministry for some days, but now with the food situation being what it is, 
with the lack of confidence in the mind of the people as we witness in every 
part of the province and the war situation taking the turn that it has taken 



592 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[29th March, 


it will be tbe greatest mistake tbat can ever be commited by any Govern- 
ment. I hope, Sir, that we shall be able to rise equal to the occasion and 
prove to posterity that although we might have fought and fought hard 
in the course of the last few years, when a real crisis came we stood up 
like men and we took up the great task and responsibility for saving the 
province which is the beloved motherland of Hindus, Muslims, Christians 
and every one who can subordinate personal, party and communal interests 
to the supreme considerations of national welfare. 

. The Hon’bte Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
have listened with great interest and care the observations made by the 
honourable members in moving the cut motions as well as the discussions 
that followed. J am thankful to those members who have made practical 
suggestions and I can assure them that they will receive the most earnest 
consideration of Government. But I am sincerely sorry, Sir, that some of 
the members of the Opposition in their great anxiety to hurl abuses on the 
present Ministry have only indulged in vague, baseless and wild charges 
and unjustified criticism and have hopelessly failed to advance any con- 
structive suggestion or criticism regarding the administration of relief. 

Sir, even Dr. Syainaprasad Mookerjee has said many things. He has 
also tried to hurl abuses on the present Ministry and the party supporting 
it. He has spoken about many other things and he has also said many 
things about the Department of Civil Supplies. But, Sir, he lias not 
uttered a single sentence suggesting any constructive proposal or even 
criticism regarding the demand under discussion. So, Sir, I have hardly 
anything to say in reply regarding his observations. He has not thrown 
a single suggestion about our present relief measures or matters concerning 
it. 1 am sure, Sir, my friend Mr. Suhrawardy will avail himself of the 
earliest opportunity to reply to his observations regarding the Civil Supplies 
Department. I submit that the Ministry has done its utmost for rendering 
every possible relief to the distressed. It is very gratifying to note that 
in these humanitarian services w'e received the fullest help, best support 
and whole-hearted co-operation of all sections of the public. People 
irrespective of caste and creed died in thousands due to poverty and sickness 
and irrespective of caste and creed Government rendered every possible 
help and relief to them with the fullest help and co-operation of the people 
of all castes and creed. In a humanitarian work of such great magnitude 
Government feels that its success depends on the earnestness and devotion 
to duties of the officers on the one hand, and the sincere help and co- 
operation of the public on the other. There can be no doubt that the 
recent country-wide distress was vast in magnitude and unprecedented in 
character. It has most rightly been observed that the extraordinary 
situation through which the present Ministry had to pass is of an unprece- 
dented magnitude and the Ministry was called upon to deal with the biggest 
famine in the history of Bengal. 

Sir, I shall place before the House what has been done during the year 
lor rendering relief and from which it will be possible for the House to 
judge whether Government have failed to discharge their duties properly. 

Sir, it has been alleged that Government failed in their duty by not 
dadaring famine in Bengal. I submit that every possible step was taken 
to meet the abnormal situation. To check the progress of famine conditions. 
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GK)Vernment at a very early stage issued large amounts as agrioulturi|l 
loans to remove distress and to enable the cultivators to employ as many 
landless labourers as possible. Up to June, 1943 , a sum of Rs. 1 , 17 » 78,000 
was actually paid as agricultural loans. From July onwards the situation 
rapidly deteriorated and severe distil^ss prevailed in many parts of the 
province. To meet the situation Government adopted various relief 
measures as will be seen from the following facts. Up to date 1 crore 
32 lakhs has been paid ^or test relief works, 2 crores 17 lakhs for agricul- 
tural loans and 3 crores 96 lakhs for gratuitous relief. Besides over Rs. 60 
lakhs has been spent for medical relief and for such other allied purposes. 
The amounts spent may be short of the full needs and requirements of the 
situation, but never in the bi.story of Bengal or even of India has relief 
been on such an extensive .scale. 

Sir, it is true that famine was not formally declared in Bengal, but it 
is inconceivable how a mere declaration of famine could have helped to 
improve matters. Such a declaration would only have deteriorated the 
morale of the people and fettered the hands of the Government to render 
relief to that extent which has actually been possible to achieve. 

Sir, I shall very biretly place before the House what are the implica- 
tions of declaration of famine as provided in the Famine Code and what 
measures were , actually taken by Government. 

The Famine Code provides that when a .seriou.s famine appears, a 
Commissionei i.s t(» be appointed. An expert administrator on relief 
measures was appointed as Famine Relief Commissioner. The Code 
requires that all expenditure on any relief carried through District Boanla 
should be borne by Government. As I have already mentioned, Rs, 1 (Tore 
32 lakhs w’as spent on test relief works (luring the current financial year. 
According to the Famine Code gratuitous relief is to be (Confined only to 
persons who Iron) age or physical infirmity are incapable of earning their 
own livelihood, but, as a matter of fact, gratuitous relief on a much wider 
scale was undertaken and during the current year over Rs. 3 crores 96 lakhs 
has already been distributed in the shape of gratuitous relief of various 
kinds. 

Gratuitous relief was given as free grain doles for maintenance, free 
cash doles for maintenance, for rnnning free kitchens, free distribu- 
tion of utensils and house building materials, free grants for house 
building and free grant to fishermen in cash or kind for nets and 
boats, to weavers, for purcba.se’ and repairs of looms, and also for 
* similar other cottage industries. 6,625 free kitchens were run feeding on 
an average about 2,600,000 persons daily. In all over 110,000,000 people 
were fed. Besides daily unit rations were sold at cheap rates to over 160 
million people. 200,000 lbs. of milk powder have been distributed free. 
In this connection the excellent services rendered by the Friends Ambu- 
lance Unit deserve special mention. 

A sum of Rs. 40 lakbs have been sf>©nt by the Government for the 
purpose of distribution of blankets and cloth to the destitute persons in 
the province. As sufficient quantity of blankets were not available in the 
local market special arrangements were made for importing blankets from 
Bombay also. Prior to it a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs was allotted io the District 
Officers in cash for making local purchase, to meet their immediate needo, 
pending the receipt of clothes and blankets from Bombay and Calcutta. 
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^ The above mentioned sum was in addition to the quantity distributed 
by the Central Belief Fund and from His Excellency’s Cyclone Relief 
Fund. 

As regards the manner of distribution the following are the guiding 
principles, viz., that distribution should be made in the following order of 
priority: — the destitutes in hospital, the destitutes in poor houses, work- 
houses and orphanages, the destitutes attending free kitchens and other 
destitute persons including those of the poorer middle class. Distribution 
should be made on the basis of the relief priority lists. 

Government have tried to do their best with all the resources at their 
disposal to prevent deaths due to famine and starvation. 

Seventy-one orphans’ homes with accommodation for about 3,460 orphans 
were started. Two hundred and twenty poor houses and about 2,000 milk 
canteens were also opened. Over 4,500 relief committees have so far been 
formed and over 210 work and poor houses are now actually functioning. 

The work of medical relief was (tarried out under the control of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. Since November, 
1943, the military authorities have been rendering invaluable services. 
Seven hundred and forty-nine emergency hospitals with 23,250 beds were 
opened and 260 mobile medical units were provided in rural areas provid- 
ing medical officers for preventive work and sending out mobile medical 
units in remote villages. Government arranged for sale of food grains to 
the people at subsidised rates in spite of the fact that Famine (^)de 
prescribes that such relief should be given from charitable funds only. 

Thus it will be seen that the Government not only followed what is 
required by the Famine Code but in fact in some respects went much beyond 
the scope prescribed by the Famine Code. 

It is said that coercive steps were taken and undue pressure was put to 
realise agricultural loans. I submit. Sir, that out of Ks. 3,88,65,000 
advanced so far only Rs. 15 lakhs has been realised till the end of January. 
Besides, Sir, it is for the House to decide whether this realisation is an 
excessive and coercive measure. I would submit that better realisation of 
loans at least from the surplus areas may be well justified as an anti- 
inflationary measure and also for utilising the amounts thus realised for 
giving loans to those who still require it. 

The Government liberally helped non-official organisations which carried 
m relief works in different parts of the province. The Ram Krishna 
liission, Indian Bed Cross, South Calcutta Relief Society, Bengal Muslim 
League Relief Organisation, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Hindu Mission, 
ffie Muslim Chamber of Commerce, the Dacca Central Relief Society and 
rarious other organisations have been most liberally helped. 

Sir, from these facts the House will judge whether the Government had 
failed to. discharge its duties earnestly and properly and to the best of its 
power. 

Sir, the demand under the head “54 — Famine Relief” for 1944-45 has 
been provisionally fixed at Rs. 2,61,00,000. If, however, a larger provision 
of funds is found necessary later Government would not hesitate to do so. 
Besides this, Government propose to incur a very large expenditure under 
the schemf of rehabilitation which is being worked out in details. 
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Now, Sir, this is so far as the points raised by different members are 
concerned. As regards motion No. 29 moved by my honourable friend 
Maulvi Ramizuddin Ahmed, it relates to the Civil Supplies Department. 
Coming to the other motion, namely, No. 32 moved by my honourable 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. I am sorry to say, Sir, that a 
parliamentarian like Mr. Chaudhuri has not cared to read the note below 
the budget provision. Otherwise he would not try to prejudice the opinion 
of the public by saying that the cost of establishment was much more 
than tue actual expenditure. (Rai Harendra Nath Chauphvri : I ,did^ 
not say that. The Hon’ble Minister is misquoting me.) In the ensuing 

yeai, Sir, I may tell the House thal although the total demand is 

Rs. 1,11,00,000 only a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs is actually the amount of expendi- 
ture on account of establishment. 

The famine which devastated the province is now fortunately passing 
over. We do not anticipate that famine condition will recur in the coming 
year. The demand for grants is not therefore for famine conditions but 
for the aftermath of the famine which we have to grapple with and remedy. 
We have still to feed people who have lost w hat little they had ; we have 
to nurse back into health people who are suffering from malnutrition and 
diseases induced by famine conditions; w’e have to take care of the very 

large number of women and children who have now' nobody to provide for 

them; we have also to put on their feet considerable numbers of impoverished 
people who cannot earn enough tr» maintain themselves and their families. 

The details of our scheme of rehabilitation were in the process of being 
drawn up by a sub-comniittee of the (Cabinet and the financial implications 
are now being examined thoroughly by the Finance Department. The 
scheme, when worked out, will be put into operation at an immediate date. 
No proviaion could therefore be made in the budget for rehabilitation and 
we have asked for grants only to meet the expenditure on relief operations. 
In the budget of 1944-45 one crore was provided for gratuitous relief, half 
a crore for miscellaneous test works and one crore and eleven lakhs for 
expenditure on the emergency hospitals, orphanages, poor houses and 
destitutes’ homes. 

The rehabilitation scheme is now being hammered into its final shape. 
I may perhaps be permitted to place before the House briefly what is 
intended to be undertaken immediately. 

It is proposed to divide the areas which were bit very hard by the distress 
into a number of convenient rehabilitation circles and to establish one 
central workhouse in each circle. It is contemplated that each workhouse 
will provide work for about 200 people at the workhouse itself while at least 
four times that number will be given work which they can do in their own 
homes; each workhouse will also have subsidiary workhouses as is necessary 
to find work for people in the more outlying areas of the circle. Adequate 
arrangements will be made for the collection and marketing of the article# 
produced in or through the workhouses and their subsidiaries. Technical 
guidance will be available and it is hoped that people will be taught new 
arts and crafts and these unfortunate and landless people who have been 
ever living on the verge of starvation in our villages will be able to earn 
enough, i^erhaps for the first time in their lives, to maintain themselves 
and their families in resonable comfort. 
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A net work of cottage industries will thus be established all over the 
countryside which will undoubtedly raise the standard of life for the 
masses and add to the national wealth of the Province. Two hundred and 
ten workhouses and poor houses are now functioning. 

To each workhouse will be attached a milk canteen which will stfpply 
milk and protective foods to children, and expectant and nursing mothers. 
It is also proposed to attach, as an experimental measure, children’s home 
— a Creche where children will be properly looked after when their mothers 
are at work. Already over 1,900 milk canteens have been established. 

Similarly a net work of homes will be set up all over the province to 
house and to look after unfortunate women who have nobody to take care 
of them now and children — orphans and deserted children. The Agricul- 
ture Department is arranging for plough-cattle, etc. The Industries 
Department has also taken up its task. 

At least one crore of rupees is proposed to be spent for undertaking 
small irrigation projects, re-excavation of tanks, etc., which will un- 
doubtedly increase the productivity of the soil and further operate as 
measures of sanitation calculated to make the countryside healthier. The 
Distric^t, Subdivisional and Union Relief Committees will be reconstituted 
and made more representative and will be henceforward known as Relief 
and Rehabilitation Committees. It is also j)roposed to have a Provincial 
Central Committee for this purpose. 

The Bengal Alienation of .Agricultural Lands Bill which has been 
unanimously passed by the Upper House and which will come up before 
this House soon is also a pari of our Rehabilitation Scheme. 

A project of this nature will need several crores to finance it properly 
and Government will come up before the House for financial sanction as 
the scheme is being worked out. May 1 venture to submit that never before 
in the annals of "public administration in the country has a Government 
been prepared to undertake a scheme of such magnitude for the welfare of 
the people especially at a time when the financial position of the province 
has been reduced to such a state with little prospects of immediate recovery — 
a situation which is none of our making but which has been thrust upon 
us by the stress of circumstances beyond our control. 

Sir, I submit that this Government cannot be accused of having failed 
to give anxious attention to the measures needed to meet an unprecedented 
situation created by the famine or being oblivious of the post-famine 
problems the province is likely to face in the near future. 

AVe sincerely belive that the scheme of rehabilitation which we are now 
going to introduce, if successfully worked will change the face of rural 

Bengal. But this can only be achieved if full support is given to it by 

all sections of the public, irrespective of their political affiliations. May I 
hope and pray that this may kindly be extended in the interest of the 
common good that is being envisaged and endeavoured to achieve? 

Criticism will certainly be welcome but not of the kind that falls only too 

olt^n to our lot. Men cannot work wonders and let it be remembered that 
we are striving our best to repair the damage and to build for a better 
Bengal and we have the right to ask for time. It is not days ^or months 
but perhaps years which will fully reveal the true extent of the healing 
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operations which we are now undertaking. I appeal to you all for your 
good wishes and co-operation in the great work on which we are embarking. 

1 oppose all the cut motions. 

The motion of Mr. Kamal Krishna Ray that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about the policy of 
Government regarding the relief operations in Bengal, was then put and 
a division taken, with the following result: — 


AYIt-4S. 

KaniM, nr. RMiltlit RaMi. 

UMd, taka Amatam. 

naji, nr. Aiwalta KaaMr. 

naja alter, nrt. Haaiaprava. 

naalranaaiaa, liiaRUiteSI, naalaaa ni. 

nafkal Naaala, nr. 

naakarjti, Or. lyaaiateMai. 

nuhaaiaiai Atial. Kkaa Oakater naahri tfte. 

nakaaimai Ikrahim. naahri. 

naharjl, nr. DklraaSra Narayaa. 

nakharjM, nr. 0. 

nakharjl, Dr. N. fi. 

nakharji, Dr. Ikarat Obatera. 

nuHiek, Irliat Aibataak. 

naatafa All Otwaa, naahri. 

Naaiy. nabara|a iriMbaaSra, at OaNlnbaRar. 
Naakar, nr. Maanhaatea. 
eraaianik, nr. TarHiiabaraa. 

Rahaiaa, Kbaa Dabaiar A. n. L. 

Raailaaiiia AbaiaS. nr. 
flay, nr. Ohara Obaaira. 

Roy, nr. Kaaiaikriabaa. 

Roy, nr. Rlraa laakar. 

Roy, nr. naaaiatbaaatb. 

Roy, nr. Ratiraai. 

Roy, Sbib ibakbaroawar, Kaaiar. 

•aaaullab, Or. 
laayaJ, Dr. Raliaakiba. 

•aayal, nr. laaaaka lakbar. 
taa, nr. Atal Obaaira. 

•aa, nr. Dhlronira Ralb. 

•oa, Jofoab Obaaira, Rai Dabaiar. 

Soa DaiiU, nrt. Rolilo. 

Ibaaiiaiiia Abaioi, nr. 
tbaaitaiila Abaioi Kboaikar, nr, 

•baaioal Mate, naalaaa. 
tiaba, Irijat naaiaira Dbataa. 
tar, nr. Haroaira Kaaiar. 

Total Abaioi Oboaihary, naiiwi Na|i. 

Waliur Rabaiaa, naalvl. 

Zanaa, nr. A. n. A. 

NOES— ISO. 


Abial Nafi, nr. nia. 

Abtel iabbar Pahvaa, nr. ni. 

Abial naJM, naalvl (nyaioasiafh). 

Abtel Waboi, naalvl. 

Abiar Rauak, naalvl. 

Aba Naotala larkar, naalvl. 

Abaioi AU Caayotpart, Kbaa Dabaiar naalaaa. 
Abaioi Kbaa, nr. lyoi. 

Atlaiaiila Abaioi, nr. 

DairaiioJa. nr.tyoi. 

Daaarloo, nr. Praaiatba Nnb. 

DanorJI, nr. P. 

Daral All. nr. ni. 

Daraia, nr. PatpaJH. 

Daraiaa, nr. Upoaira Naib. 

Dbawailk, Dr. Doblaia Obaaira. 

DIaarai, Data Ukibaii Harayaa. 

Dliwai, nr. taroaira Nath. 

Obattopaihyay, nr. Harlpaia. 

Obaaibari, Ral Haraaira Natb. 

Dai, Data Raibanath. 

Das Dapta, Dr. i. n. 

Das Dapta, trljat Naraaira Natb. 

Datta, nr. Obiranira Nath. 

Dalai, nr. Haraaira Natb. 

Datta, nr. takamar. 

Datta Dapta, niaa nira. 

Kibar, nr. Upaniraaatb. 

Fallal Haa, nr. A. A. 

Dboaa, nr. Atal Krishna. 

Dolam larwar Hoaaini, nr. tbab Syai. 

Dapta, nr. io|aab Obaaira. 

Dyaiaiiln Ahmoi Cboaibary, AlbaiJ. 
Hablballah, Nawab Dabaiar K.. of Dacca. 

Hasan All Cbewihory, nr lyti. 

Masbon AH Khan, Kbaa Dabaiar naalvl. 

lirts Ahmoi nia, naalvl. 

telalaiiln Masbsmy, nr. lyoi. 

telan, nr. I, D. 

ionab All najamiar, naahri. 

Aban, nr. Doboaira Lall. 


Abtel Asia, naalana ni. 

Abtel Malt, nr. nina. 

Abial Hakoom, nr. (Rhalaa). 

Abtel Hakim, naalvl (nymoasiagb). 
AMal Hakim VIkramparl, naalvi ni. 
Abtel HamM, nr. A. n. 

Abtel HamM tbab, naalvl. 

Abial iabbar, naahri. 

Abtel Karim, nr. 

Abtel UDI Diawaa, naahri. 

Abtel nalM, nr. lyoi (Naahbali). 
Abtel notalob nallk, Dr. 

AbiaJ Wahab Khan. Kbaa Dabaiar. 
Abial RabaMhi, Kbaa D abaiar A. F. n. 
Abiar Rabaiaa IMiNl. nr. 

Abiar RaaahM nabmaai, nr. 


Abiar Rashooi. naahri ni. 

Abiar Raat, Kbaa Dabaiar naahri I. (Maarrab). 
Abiar Daat, Kban Dabaiar Shab (Daafpar)' 
Abiai ibaboai, naalvl ni. 

Abal Fail, nr. ni. 

Abal Maohim, naalvL 
Abal Haoala Abmai, nr. 

Abal natai, Kaai. 

ANI Qaaoam, naahri. 

Ahmoi All nrliha, naalvl. 

Abmai Mataia, nr. 

AHataiiia Abmai, Kbaa Dabaiar naalvl, 

Amir All nia. naahri M. 

Aalai Mattaia Kbmi, Kbaa Dabbiar naahrf. 
Danaaa, Dtea ibaybbib Fratbi. 

Dlrbrnyro, llr Mabry, iart. 
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•ItVM, Mr. tMlk Uf. 

Mtfcrilirtjr. Mr. JatiNirt Nitk. 

Mahrakarty, laka Maraatfra Narayaa. 
0MpH<Malt. Nr. 4. W. 

Civil, Mr. I. A. 

Pat, PaJ lama Aaukul Okanlra. 

Pat, PaJ lama Kfrft ikataa. 

Pai, Mr. Maaaifkaa. 

PaM, taaa Ptaanira Patk. 

Eaitfa«al Naaaa, Xaii. 

Pafkal iaaa Kkaaam, iagaai. 

Pailal Qaalir, Kkaa Pakaiar Maulvl. 

Paalar Pakaiaa, Mr. (Pataaf. 
rulur Pakaiaa. Mr. (Myaiaailnik). 

PiaMiag.PIr. P.. 0.1.1. 

PalaM Pakkaal Afcaiaaial. MaaMI. 

Paaiai, Mr. P. A. 

Oatwami. tka Naa*kla Mr. Talai Okaatfra. 
Ortftftki, Mr. 0. 

•apla, Mr. I. P. 

Paraai, Mr. Paaikar Singk. 

HaOiaiMla Okaulkurt, Maahri. 

HaaiMttgiia Akaiatf. Kkaa laklk. 

Haaiiltaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naiaaaicaaiaa, Kkaa laklk Maalvl Ml. 

Mailaa Mankal, Mri. M.i.C. 

Natamafly laaialar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 
Naywoal, Mr. Pagan. 

Naairy, Mr. Davil. 

HIrttal. Mr. M. A. r..0.1.E. 

Nalga. Mr. H. R. 

Oaalaialila Akaitl, Kkaa Pakaiar Maalvl. 
KaklraMla Kkaa. Kkan Pakaiar Maahri. 

Kaian Ail MIrxa, lakikiaia Kaaraa iak lyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. P. 

Kaaiar. Mr. Atai Okaaira. 

Ulik, Mr. iaka. 

MaPkanaa, Mr. 0. P. 

Maiiaiiln Akmai, Kkaa laklk Maalvl (Tippara). 
Maaiat, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Paaka Pakarl. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Okaaira. 

Maaial, tka Haa'kia Mr. iagaaira Patk.. 

MaNal, Mr. Kriiaa Praiai. 

Maairaiila Akkaai. Maalvl. 


Maaai AU Kkaa Paaai, AI NaiJ Maalvl. 
MakaaiaMi All, Kkaa Pakaiar. 

Maktia AP, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa, Mr. Q., 0.1.1. 

Matlaai All Maflak, Maahri M. 

MoaaaiaMl Hag, Maalvl Mi. 

Makaaiaiai Akial Nailai Mafia, Mr. 
Makaaiaiai lakagaa, Maahri. 

Makaaiaiai larail, Maalvl. 

Mabaaiaiai tMiifva. Kkaa Pakaiar Pr. lyai. 
Makarjaa. tka Naa’Ma Mr. Tarafcaatk, M. P. E. 
Maliiek. Mr. Makaaia Pakary. 

MaHick. tka Naa’kia Mr. Palla Pakary. 
Maikarraff Nataala, tka Haa’kia Pawak, Kkaa 
Pakaiar. 

Paaarailak, Paarakiiia K. 

Poaraiiia, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. M.,M. P. E. 

Pala, tka Nan'Ma Mr. Paraia Praaaaaa. 

Paarall, Mr. i. A. 

RaJikaMia Taratiar, Maahri. 

Raiaar Pakaiaa Kkaa. Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Okaaaajay. 
laiaraiila Akaiai. Mr. 

SaOruiiia Akaiai, Haji. 

lakaka-Alaai, Mr. lyai. 

laliai, Mr. I. A. 

larkar, Paha Maikaauian. 

larajal iilaai, Mr. * 

Skakakaiiln, tka Hon'kia Mr. Kkwaja, C.P.E. 

fkakaiali, Mr. 

Siagka, Paba Kakatra Patk. 

Siriar, Paba Litta Mania. 

Saiart, Mr. i. N. 

Imyth-Oibaarna, Mr. D. 0. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 

lakraarariy. tka Non’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tamliaiiln Kkan, tka Han’bla Mr. 

Tkaraian, Mr. 0. M. 

Walkar. Mr.i. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M.. C. P. E. 

Wariiwartk. Mr. W. C., C. I. E. 

Yaiaf All Ckaaikary, Mr. 

Zlllar Pabman Ikak Ckaaikary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes beinff 82 and the Noes 120, the motion was lost. 

(At this sta^e the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes). 


(After adjovrnmcnt .) 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about the policy of the 
Government whii’h aggravated famine and dismal failure to cope with it 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


.Abiil Niii. Mr. Mia. 

Akikl iakkar Palwaa, Mr. Mi. 

Akiil Milli, Maalvl (MyaiaaMagh.) 

Akial Wabai, MaahrL 
Akivr Rauak, Maalvl. 

Aka Naaaala tarkar, HaalvL 

Akani AP laayalparl, Kkaa Pakaiar Maalaaa. 

AkiMi, Kkaa Mr. tyai. 

AMiiiiiila Akaiai, Mr. 

fcMiPM^^Mlp Mm 

P taaiiaab Mr. Praaialka 1Mb. 
i aat H L Mr. P. 
ianP AP, Mr. Mi. 


AYEI~43. 

Parna, Mr. PaapaJIt 
Ptf aiaa, Mr. Upaaira Miftb. 
Pbaarnlk, Dr. gaMaia Okaaira. 
Piaaraa. Paka LakakaM Rarayaa. 
Plawaa, Mr. laraaira Patk. 
Okattapaiyyay, Mr. Naripaia. 
Okaaibari. PM Haraaira Ralb. 
Daa, Paka. RaMiaaaRi. 

Daa gapta, Or. i. M. 

Daa gapta, krilal Raraaira PaM. 
Dalla, Mr. Okiraaira Patk. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraaira MaM. 

Dalla, Mr. PakaaMr. 
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Mlli tsyla, MIm Mira. 
wmm, Mr. Upaatfraatlli. 
rMM Mh» Mr. A. K. 

MMM, Mr. Atal Krltluia. 
tttlMii tarwar Hataial, Mr. iiiaa tya4. 
aay l A Mr. 4agaMi oaaaira. 

•fMaMia AhiMtf OkMiliary. Alhail. 
NMallak, Naval Naiaiar K., af Daata. 
HtMa All Okawllary. Mr. lyal. 

NaMma AU Kkaa, Kkaa takalar Maalvl. 
lirft Akaiaa Mia, Maalvi. 

JMalailMa Hatkaaiy. Mr. lyal. 

4alaa, Mr. I.D. 

Jaaak All Malaaiiar, Maalvi. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dakaakra Lalt. 

Kaaia, Mr. NUkitka Natk. 

Laklri, laka Athataik. 

MaJi. Mr. Akvaita Kavar. 

MajMvkar, Mrs. Hanaprava. 

Maairaatavaa Islaauikakl. Maalaaa Mk. 
Mapkal Haaaia, Mr. 

Maafcarjaa, Dr. Skyaaiafiratak. 

Mahannak Atial. Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi lyak. 
Makaaivak Ikrakim, Maalvi. 

Mvkar|i, Mr. Dkiraakra Narayan. 

Makkarjaa, Mr. B. 

Makkarji, Or. H. C. 

Makkarji, Dr. Skarat Ckaakra. 

Mallick. trijat Aakataak. 


Maataia AU Davaa, Maalvi. 

Naaky, Makaraja Iriatkaakra at BataiMkaiw. 
Natkfr, Mr. Haai Bkaakra. 

Bakkar, Mr. AaaakHal. 

Braaiaalk, Mr. Tarlalakaraa. 

■akaiaa, Kkaa Bakakar A. M. L. 

Raailtakkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Ray, Hr. Bkara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Kavalkrlakaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai.* 

Ray, Bkik ikakkarasvar, Kaaiar. 

Saaaallak, Dr. 

•aayal,4Dr. Naliaaktka. 
taayal, Mr. iaaaaka lakkw. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
laa, Mr. Dkiraakra Natk. 

•aa, iagask Okaakra, Ral Bakakar. 
laa-Bapta, Mrs. NaHla. 
tkaaisakkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Ikaaisakkia Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

•kaaisai Haka, Maaiaaa. 

•laka, Irijat Maaiakra Bkaiaa. 

•ar, Mr. Naraakra Kamar. 

Tatal Akaiak Okaakkary, Maalvl Naji. 

Wallar Rakvaa. Maalvl. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Akkal Alls, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Ham, Mr. Mina. 

Akkal Naktam, Mr. (Kkalaa). 

Akkal Hakiai, Maalvi (Mynaaatafk). 

ANal Hakiai Vikraaipari, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkal Haaiik. Mr. A. M. 

Akkal Haaiik Ikak, Maalvl. 

Akkal kakkar, Maalvi. 

Akkal Kariv, Mr. 

Akkal Latif Biswas, Maalvl. 

Akkal Malik. Mr. fyak (Naakbali). 

Akkal Matalak Malik, Dr. 

Akkal Wakak Kkaa, Khan Bakakar. 

Akkar Rakaian, Khan Bakakar A. F. M. 

Akkar Rawhik Mahmaak, Mr. 

Akkar Rashaak. Maalvi Mk. 

Akkar Raaf, Khan Bahakar Maalvi 1. (Hawrah). 
Akkar Raaf, Khan Bahakar Ihah (Raagpar). 
Abkas tkahaak, Maalvi Mk. 

Akal Fail. Mr. Mk. 

Akal Haakim, Maalvi. 

Akal Hasain Akwak, Mr. 

Akal MaMik, Kail. 

Akal Qaasan, Maalvi. 

Akaiak AH MrMha, Maalvi. 

AknMM Haasaki, Mr. 

ANaiakkin Akaiak, Kkaa Bahakar Maalvi. 

Aailr AH Mia, Maalvi Mk. 

Aalak Haaiaia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 
Baraiaa, Baka lyaaui Pratak. 

Blrkaiyra, Mr Naary, Bart 
Bliwat, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Obakrakarty. Mr. katlakra Nath. 

Obakrakarty, Baka N a raa kr a Narayaa. 
Bk lppaa k a i a , Mr.k. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Ral OakM Aaakal ObMkra. 

Das, Ral iaaik KliM Bbasaa. 

Das, Mr. Maaaiakaa 
Bail, Baka Dakaakra Hath. 

■aikakal Hagan, KaM. 

Parkak Rata O knvk h afy, Hr. M. 

Paalal «aa«r, Kkaa Bakakar Haalvt 


NOEt—llt. 

Faslnr Rahman, Mr. (Daaca). 

Failnr Rahman, Mr. (Mymansiagk.) 
eiakklng, Mr. D., 0.1.1. 

Balam Rakkaai AhammN, Manlvl. 

Ramas, Mr. R. A. 

•aswami. tka Han*kla Mr. Talsl Okaakra. 
BHMtks, Mr. 0. 

Bnpta, Mr. 4. N. 

Barang, Mr. Damkar lingk. 

Haisakkin Okaukkari, Maalvi. 

Hamlkakkin Akmak, Kkan gakik. 

HamHtan, Mr. A. K. 

Hasanuiiaman, Khan inhik Maalvi Mk. 

Hasina Marskak, Mrs., M.B.B. 

Hatamally kamakar, Khan gakik Maalvi. 
Haywaak, Mr. Rakgars. 

Hankry, Mr. Oavik. 

HIrMal, Mr. M.A.F., O.B.E. 

Hakgt, Mr. H. R. 

kaaimakkin Akmak, Khan Bakakar Maalvl. 
Kaklrakkin Kkan, Kkan Bakakar Maalvt 
Kaaam All Mina, gakiksaka Kawaa kak gyak. 
Kannaky, Mr. I. B. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Laisk, Mr. kakn. 

MaFnarsan, Mr. B. P. 

MaBiakkin Akmak, Kkan gakik Maalvi (Tippara). 
Maakal, Mr. AmrH Lai. 

Mankal, Mr. Banka Bakarl. 

Maakal, Mr. kagat Okaakra. 

Maakal, tka Haa'kla Mr. kagankra Rath. 

Maakal, Mr. Kriahna Prasak. 

Manirakkin Akkank, Maalvi. 

Masak AH Kkan Panai, AI Nak) Maalvt 
Makammak AU, Kkan Bakakar. 

Maksln AU, Mr. Mk. 

Margan, Mr. B., 0.1.1. 

MaHam All MaNab, Maalvi M. 

Haiammai Nai, Maalvl Mk. 

Makammak Akkal NaUm Malla, Mr. 

Makammak Itkagaa^ Maalvl. 

Makammak IsraN .Maa l vt 

Makammak iMMgat Kkaa Bakakar Dr. Byak. 
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mnunm Ifet Hm'M« Mr. Tareanurtfe, M.t.1. 

Miilltk, Mr. MflluM^a Marf. 

MaMtfe. tfta Haa’Mf Mr. PaJfa tahary. 

Maaiiarraff Haaiala, th# Haa'Mt HaaN* lUiaa MMiar 
Naaartllaii, Nawakiaia K. 

NaaraMfa, Mr. K. 

Mwtaa. Mr. N. R.. M.R.I. 

Fafa, tkf Naa'bla Mr. Raraia Fiaiaaaa. 

Fawalf, Mr. 4, A. 

Raaaar Rafeaiaa KhM, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

•aiaraMla Aliaiai, Mr. * 

fainiMla Ahaiatf, HaJi< 

RabaN-Alaai. Mr. lyad. 

RaHai, Mr. 1. A. • 

Aarkar, Raka Matfhaiaiaa. 


•aralBl lila«, Mr. 

•liaiia^yiMa. «m llaa*Ma Mr. fUiwi^ A.R.I. 
HahatfMI, Mr. 

Mafka, iaka KakalraNalk. 
Mriar.RakaUilaMaatfa. 
laiw^ Mr. 4 . R. 

•aiy«k-0«kaaraa. Ito. R. t. 

•lark, Mr. A. r. 

•akrawaNy, tka Haa'Mt Mr. M. S. 
TaaiiaaMla Kkaa, tka flaa*kla Mr. 

Tkaraiaa, Mr. o. M. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M., O.R.I. 

Warinrartk. Mr. W. 0 ^ OJ.f . 

Vataf All Okaatfkary, Mr. 

ZUIar Rakaiaa Skak Okaaikary, MaaWl. 


The Ayes being 83 and the Noes 118 the motion was lost. 

The motion of Manlvi Abdul Walied that the demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced by Es. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 

Es. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Es. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Eamizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 

Es. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Es. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi liamizinldin Ahmed that the demand of 

Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Es. 100 was then put and lost. 

The Motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the demand of 

Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Eh. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Ilarendra Nath (Jliaiulhuri that the demand of 
Es. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Eadhanath Das that the demand of Es. 2,61,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced by Es. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Es. 2,61,00,000 be grunted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-33 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 30th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Plroceedingt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
30th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Maintenanoe of embankments of tidal rivers in Simdartiana area of 

24-Parganas» 

•204. Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that — 

(i) the euilianknients on the tidal rivers of Sundarbans are not properly 
looked after in the district of 24-Parganas; 

(n) the Collector is bringing these facts to the notice of the Government 
for adequate measures ; 

(nV) the present procedure and the terms of the lease do not enable the 
Colle< tor to get the embankments repaired by the jotdars; and 
(iv) the embankments gave way in several places resulting in the denials 
of crops? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleasefl to state what action Government propose to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjda): (o) (/) and (//) Yes. 

(??/!) Under the terms of a lease held under the Rules of 1879 the lease 
can be absolutely determined in case of failure of the lessee to k€>ep the 
embankments in an efficient wtate of repairs. Similarly in the case of a 
lease under the Rules of 185d, the leasehold land can be resumed if the leMoe 
fails to keep at least one-half of the area in a condition fit for cultivation. 

(iv) There have l>een occasional breaches in the embankments mainly 
due to negligence of jotdars. 

(h) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h), will the 
Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state how long has the matter been engaging 
the attention of Government? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is rather difficult to 
say the exact period, but Government comes to a decision at a very early 
date. • 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (if), will 
the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state how long has the Collector been 
bringing the matter to the notice of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEAt 1 want notice. 
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Khan fiahadur FAZLUL QUAOIR; Will the Hon’ble Jiinieter be 
pleased to state whether during the last 3 years there was any breach in 
the embankments due to unusual tide on the river? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: What action has Government 
taken in such cases when it was not the fault of the jotedars ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as I remember 
Government took steps to get the embankments repaired. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the income that has accrued from the jotedars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say oft-hand. 
I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
{a){iv)^ will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the breaches 
were due to negligence of jotedars or lotdars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Both. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
{a)(i) and («V), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
has been taken by Government to repair the embankments quickly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The embankments 
are repaired under the supervision of the Irrigation Department. Govern- 
ment do give notice to the Irrigation Department to have the embankments 
repaired immediately. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Are the embankments main- 
tained by the Irrigation Department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, the repair works 
are done under the supervision o fthe Irrigation Department. 

Dr. ^NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {a){iit), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that under 
the revised terms following the expiry of the first period of the lease of 
these temporarily settled tracts the cost of maintaining the embankments 
is included to enhance the revenue payable by these lotdars so that there- 
after the liability for maintaining the embankments is taken over by 
Government themselves ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in which cases and in what respects, 
the jotedars or lotdars might be negligent when the maintenance is the 
charge of the Irrigation Department? 

ThO Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated the repairs are done under the superivision of the Irrigation 
Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The answer is that there have been 
occasional breaches in the embankments mainly due to the negligence of 
the jotedars and« as has been added by the Hon’ble Minister, of lotdars, I 
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would like to know under what ciroumetances such negligence is revealed 
when the maintenance is done by the Irrigation Depau'tment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr« TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have never said that 
maintenance is done by the Irrigation Department. Only repair works are 
done under the supervision of the Irrigation Department. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYALs ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Irrigation Department aLso arranges the execution of the 
maintenance works 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Who does the execution, please? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: These things are done 
by jotcdarf or lotdars under supervision of the Irrigation Department. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state who paid tlie charges of repairs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as I remember 

jotedars and lotdars paid them. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
(a)(tn), will the Hon Tile Minister be plea.sed to state whether there is any 
case found during the last 3 years in which a lease is determined 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Lands acquired for the purpose of using as a public park in Pabna. 

*205. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: {a) Is the Hoirble Minister in charge of 
the Ilevenue Department aware that alK>ut It) aiTos ot arable and jmddy- 
growing land, including homesteads in front of. Pabna Circuit Bungalow 
and Collector’s Bungalow and awa> from t<iwn proj)er, was ordered by the 
District Magistrate ot I’abna, in Oetol^er *last, to be placed under bis dis- 
posal tor excavation ot a swiiuining tank, playgrounds and chihlren’s )>ark 
for recreation in the Ujwii oI i*abna under Defence of India Rules ^ 

{h) Is it a fact that — 

{i) there being some legal complications regarding ])ayment of com- 
pensation to the occupant.s, the District Magistrate assured the 
tenants to make jnirchase of the recpiisite land at a market rate, 
on la^half of the local Touth Welfaie (’ouncdl to avoid legal 
intricacies and to give the tenants their dues; and 

(ii) suKsequently the District Magistrate, all on a sudden, served notice 
upon tile occupants and dwellers to vacate the land and (piit the 
homesteads within 24 hours, without any payment of com|>ensa- 
tioii and any arrangement for their dw’elling houses? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether non-arable fallow* lands were not available with less costs 

and more adjacent to the town proper; 

(ii) whether the tenants filed petitions before the Hon’ble Home, 

Revenue, Agriculture and Civil Supplies Ministers early in 
January last; 
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(Hi) what step haa been taken by the said Hon’ble Ministers to protect 
these paddy-growing lands of the locality from being converted 
into a park; 

(vv) whether the park is going to be named ‘^Basanta Park” to perpetuate 
the name of the District Magistrate, after his retirement very 
soon; 

(i?) whether labour has recently been requisitioned from the district of 
Murshidabad and digging started by persons other than the 
inhabitants of the locality for the provision of whose relief works 
and help the Defence of India Buies were applied ; 

(t?i) whether the cultivators were forced to remove the standing crop 
before it was ripe at a heavy loss; and 

(vii) if so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of stopping 
the work of excavation at once to save the poor occupants from 
further trouble and allow the land to grow more food? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) The land which is 
situated within the municipal area has been acquired for the purpose of a 
public park. 

(h) (i) No such assurance was given to the tenants. 

(u) No sudden order to quit w^as given. Notice of retiuisition was issued 
on the 5th October, 1948, and formal delivers' of jmssession was taken on 
the 19th Octol)er, H)48. Hut the tenants were allowed to reap their full 
harvests in due time and the tw'o occupants of the liomesteads actually 
vacated the land on the 18th February, 1944, by which time they had made 
arrangements for homesteads elsewhere. They were given full removal costs 
in advance and under the award they are entitled to compensation. 

(c) (i) No other suitable site w'hieh w'ould have caused lesser disturbance 
to the residents was available. 

(it) Yes. ' 

(Hi) In ^iew' of the usefulness of the project, no action was considered 
necessary. 

(tv) No 8U(^h proposal has been made. 

(v) There are about 800 labourers employed on the work, of whom 30 
have been imported from Murshidabad to do the technical part of tank- 
digging, the rest of the w'orkers being local. 

(vi) No. 

(vii) The project which will improve the amenities of the town is a 
beneficent measure and Government do not consider that there is any 
ground for stopping the w'ork. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state what is the di.stanee of this place 
from the densely populated part of the town of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that it is about 2 miles 
away from the rufehnry area of Pabna P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated, I want notice. 
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Mftulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 

state under what law was this acquisition made — under the lisud Acquisi- 
ion Act or under the Defence of India Rules ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Under the liand 
icquisition Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that it was done under the 
Land Acquisition Act? Tour information seems to be incorrect. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Under the Land 
(Acquisition Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the Land Acquisition Act there is no provi- 
sion for requisition and no provision for vacation 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of law. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how it was possible for the local officer to require vacatiuff the plot 
within 14 days of the notice if it was under the Lund Acquisition Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 'll is possible if the 
land is vacant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it was a fact that in the notice published in the Calcutta GazeiU 
for acquirinjr this land it was mentioned that it was bein^^ taken over for 
the prosecution of the war and for other items as required under the Defence 
nf India Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minir^tcr he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the tenants have not been j^^iven duy compensa- 
tion for the removal f)f their Ijomesteads as mentioned in answer 
as yet ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is not a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When was the compensation g^iven ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Bahu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has noticed that the acquisition of land for a purpose 
other than cukivation is standing in the way of the “(Irow More Food 
Campaign” of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It may be, Sir. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: W’itli reference to answer (c)(i), namely, 
“no other suitable site which would have caused lesser disturbance to the 
residents was available,” I should like to enquire whether the plot to the 
west of the College premises was quite suitable and big enough for the 
purpose and is within the heart of the town ? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 have no local 
knowledge, I cannot say. 
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Mfi A. M. ABOUL HAMID: In that case, will the Hon ’hie Minister 
be pleased to state how the reply was given thai no suitable site was 
available ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argumentative question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the local municipality^ for the benefit of which these amenities 
were supposed to have been provided was consulted in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is on their requisi* 
tion that this land was acquired. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to .state whether the local public have requested the (iovernment for the 
need of such a Park in the town? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The municipality 
represents the local public and their requisition was there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has got any reference showing or justifying his conclusion 
that the municipality made a request? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 0th erwise how could 
the land be acquired? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the municipality has lodged a protest against 
the acquisition of the land ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. Sir. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAM ID I AYill the Hon'ble Minister ite pleased to 
state if the land that has been acquired is just to the east of the District 
Magistrate’s bungalow and for his purpose it was acquire<l? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not aware. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the area of the land acquired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how' many applications or petitions of protest against tbis 
acquisition of land have l)een filed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not aware. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: AA^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was actually' any individual protest or there w’as a 
combined protest of the public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 have already 
stated, 1 am not aw'are of that. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (6)(i), namely, 
that no such assurance w^as given to the tenants, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to let me know^ if it is a fact that the tenants all went to the 
District Magistrate and showed their Jease to him and that no compensation 
was given although leases for that land had been granted to the tenants by 
the zemindar? 
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1%e Hon'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of 

that. 

Mr* Am ABDUL HAM IDs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that these tenants are not getting any oompeusation 
whatsoever P 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAs That is not a fact. 

V 

Meulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With regard to answer (ft)(tV), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under what section of the Land 
Acquisition Act that plot of land was acquired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I cannot quote the 
relevant section oif-hand. 

Maulvi AHMAD H088AIN: Will the Ilon’hle Minister bo pleased to 
state if harvesting in this locality is not done before the month of 
November? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; As I have no local 
knowledge 1 cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; With reference to answer (c)(m), 
what happened to the iietitions filed by the persons aggrieved which were 
sent to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the lievonue department P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; That was properly 
enquired into by the local otticers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased 
to state if the petitions were forwarded to the Revenue Board wdiich is the 
final appellate authority for examining any complaints regarding a land 
acquisition process P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: This matter took place 
long ago and I must therefore ask f<»r notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w’hether he is in a position to give us the probable estimated cost 
for the purpose? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; If proper notice is 
given I shall be only too glad to answer the question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of utilising this plot of land for growing more food during the 
food crisis ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 submit, Sir, that 
question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in view of want of knowledge of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the locality and of the requirement of notices for giving answers to many 
questions put on this question he is considering the desirability of holding 
up the work for the time being to enable him to know the facts more fully? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have nothing further 
to add to what I have already stated. 

39 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SAHYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pelased 
to state if he is aware that there is considerable feeling against his Govern- 
ment for having allowed an unauthorised and illegal acquisition of land 
from poor tenants for the purpose of providing a suitable garden and park 
behind the Collector’s bunglow.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of 
that. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is in a position to give us the source from which the 
expenditure Ho be incurred is to be met? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: From the Municipality. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: AYill the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the land that has been acquired is very low and, if so, w^hether 
it will require an enormous amount of money for the earth work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he considers the desirability of holding an enquiry as to 
whether this acquisition was made in spite of a protest lodged by the 
municipality ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I shall hold an enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 give you notice, Sir, that I shall 
move an adjournment motion on this question on the first non-official day 
or on any othe»' suitable occasion because the answers have been very 
unsatisfactory. 

‘’Poor Box Fund” maintained by Calcutta Police. 

*206. Mr. 8yed 8AHABE-ALAM: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that — 

(i) the Deputy Commissioner of Police at Lall Bazar maintains a fund 

known as the “Poor Box Fund”; and 

(ii) there is a Government circular prohibiting the maintenance of funds 
for such purposes by Government officers in Government depart- 
ment? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for the maintenance of the fund? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(?') the objects and reasons for keeping the fund ; 

(ii) the persons from whom collections are made; 

(Hi) the person or persons who administer the fund; and 

(ir) the purpose for which expenditure and disbursements are made? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the income of the fund in the year 1945M3; 

(ii) the total expenditure in the year lf>42-43 (mentioning ten highest 

items of expenditur^in that year); 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


(m) the cash' balance as it stood on 31st January, 1944; and 
(iv) audit report for the year 1941-42 P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of appointing a 
small committee to administer the funds. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(b) This fund is maintained with the special sanction of Government. 

(c) A copy of the Rules for the administration of the fund which gives the 
required information is laid on the Table. 

(d) A statement furnishing information in respect of items (/), (H) and 
(iii) together with a copy of the audit report on the accounts of the fund for 
the year 1941-42, is laid on the Table. 

(e) No. 

Copy of rules referred to in reply to clause (c) of starred question No. 20S. 

Rules for the administration of the Caloutta Polioe Poor Box Fund. 

Receipts. — The receipts of the fund consist of — 

(1) voluntary coiiti ibutions made by the public; 

• (2) charges realised by indice for keeping in their custody the pro|)ertie8 
jimdf over to them by the carters, etc., when they are unable to 
find out the owners thereof; and 

(3) contribution made by the contractor for erecting stands on the 
maidan. 

E,vp(’niht o re. — (A) The object of the fund is to i)rovi<lc relief to the 
needy and the distressed in (’alcutta and if is intended to be ai)plied in the 
fnlhiuing ca^es: — 

(1) To attord temporary relief to indigent ;>er8ons praying for help, for 

food or clothing or stait in life. 

(2) ]'ay raihvas or steamer fare and subsistence and conveyance 
iiire to })ersons found destitute in (’alcutta and also to such persons 
who are, for finanriial reasons, unable to meet the travelling 
charges in < onnection with the journey to seek or join ap|)oiilt- 
ment outside. 

(3) To meet the medical expcuises in deserving cases. 

(4) To provide spectacles or artificial teeth and orthopaidic apparatus 

to j>oor persons. 

(5) To give donations to churches, charitable institutions and liosj)itals. 
(0) To afffird relief to the eN-j)risoner8 when the same is not admissible 

from the Claude Martin Fund. 

(7) To i>ay the travelling expanses and sulwistence of mufaasil witnesses 

of poor circumstances attending the Coroner’s Court in Calcutta 
who are not eligible for the same under the rules of the court. 

(8) To afford relief in cases which the Commissioner of Police or the 

Deputy Ck)mmissioner of Police, neadquarters, considers fit. 

(B) No single payment should ordinarily exceed R^.IOO. In exceptional 
circumstances the amount may be raised to Rs.25(}. 

(C) The Commissioner of Police and the Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
Headquarters, are the authorities who c>an sanction payments from the Fund, 
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Payee$* receipts . — 

(1) There must be a voucher or ‘*pay order** on which the actual payee’s 

receipt should be taken. 

(2) Where it is not possible for the payee to apjiear personally for the 

help owing to illness or very cogent reasons, the amount sanc- 
tioned may be disbursed by a police officer not below the rank 
of a fiub-inspector of police, the payment being certified by a 
gazetted officer. 

(3) In exceptional cases where actual payee’s receipts cannot be taken, 

amounts may be personally disbursed by a gazetted officer on his 
recording a disbursement certificate on the voucher. 

Audit . — The Fund shall be audited each year by the Accountant-General, 
Bengal. 


Statement referred to in {d) of starred question No. 206. 


Rs. 

Total income of the Fund in 1942-43 ... 54,841 

Total expenditure of the Fund in 1942-43 ... 10,419 

Ten highest items of payment from the Fund during 
1942-43— 

(i) To the Consulate-General of China in April, 

1942, for helping the Chinese orphans ... 1,000 

(n) To the Bengal Tuberculosis Association in April, 

1942, for extra nourishment to tuberculosis 
patients . . . 500 

(m) To the Bengal Tuberculosis Association in Feb- 
ruary, 1943, for extra nourishment to tuber- 
culosis patients ... 500 

(tv) To the Refuge in July, 1942, for the maintenance 

of orphans ... 300 

^ ti>) To Lady Hardinge Linen I/eague in May, 1942, 
for distributing linen blankets, etc., to poorer 
hospitals ... 250 

(vt) To the Salvation Army in September, 1942, for 
relief to the distressful inmates of the Associa- 
tion . . . 250 

(rii) To the Indian Committee, District Charitable 
Society, in October, 1942, for distribution 
amongst destitutes and poor people ... 250 

(vt‘n) To Lady Hardinge Tunen Tveague in March, 1943, 
for distributing linen blankets, etc., to poorer 
hospitals ... 250 

{isp) To the District Charitable Society in July, 1942, 

for diwstribution amongst the destitute people ... 200 

(ar) To the Ram Krishna Medical Association in 
An mist, 1942, towards the help for their chari- 
table hospital ... 100 

<Caah balance of the F\ind on Slat January, 1944 ... 93,558 


a. p. 

8 6 
8 9 


0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
9 1 
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Audit report {on the accounU of the Poor Box Fund for the year 1941-42) 
referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred Question No. 206, 

* • • • 

The Government of Bengal in their Political Department letter No. 3366- 
PL, dated 11th November, 1941, sanctioned payment of 118.3,000 to the 
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal on the under- 
standing that the same will not be devoted to charitable objects outside 
Calcutta, and the same was paid as per voucher No. 213, but no record was 
available during audit to show that the amount was utilised according to 
the condition specified in the above order of the Government. It is under- 
stood that the authorities have been moved to furnish the required certificate. 

A sum of Rs.50 was paid under voucher No. 155 to Young Men’s Christian 
Association as a help for holding a Basti Camp at Gomoh. The expenditure 
being for activities outside Calcutta, it is doubtful whether the expenditure 
in question was in conformity with the rules governing payment from Ithe 
Poor Box Fund. 

Under rule B of the rules for the administration of the Calcutta Police 
Poor Box Fund no single payment should, except under exceptional circum- 
stances, exceed Its. 100. A sum of Its. 200 was paid to the Secretary, Blind 
School, but the information with regard to the exceptional circumstances 
for which the amount of pavment exceeded Its. 100 was not available. 

Rules governing the application of the Poor Box Fund authorise 
ment of relief occasionally in actual cases of distress but in tho following 
cases the occasion for payment seems to have been too frequent: — 


Name. 

Voucher number 
and date. 

Amount. 



Rs. 

Mrs. 13. Neal 

... 102, dated lT-7-1941 

... 10 


131, dated 28-<S-1941 

... 10 


135, dated 5-9-1941 

... 10 


198, dated 5-11-1941 

... 10 


242, dated 18-12-1941 

... 10 

Mr. D. J. Gibbs 

... 173, dated 11-10-1941 

... 20 


209, dated 20-11-1941 

... 20 


233,’ dated 10-12-1941 

.. 10 


250, dated 23-12-1941 

... 5 


2G1, dated 7-1-1942 

... 6 

Mrs. K. Grant 

... 5, dated 23-3-1941 

... 50 


17, dated 9-4.1941 

... 50 


201, dated 30-10-1941 

.. 60 


209, dated 23-1-1942 

... 75 

A sum of Rs.SO 

was paid to the General Secretary, 

Indian School of 


Sports. The object of the institution was to provide facilities for several 
students enjoying the advantage of the competition of sports and to enaole 
them to gain a healthy expression of discipline. It is doubtful whether the 
expenditure in question is in conformity with the provisions of the Rules. 

Final orders of the Government with regard to the points noticed in last 
audit report have not been received as yet. 

A. K. CfHAKRAVAETT, 

Examiner of Local Accounts, Benyal. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Witli reference to rule (3) referred to 
in danse (c) which provides that the fund is intended to give donations 
to churches, charitable institutions and hospitals, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of including temples and mosques in the list? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; The matter will be examined. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been invited to a question put by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali when he was in the Opposition drawing attention to the 
illegality of maintenance of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My attention has been drawn to it 
and the file is also with me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if ho is aware that the Government of Bengal has recently found, 
after Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali had put the question on a previous 
occasion, that the fund is being maintained without any legal authority? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, it is not being maintained 
illegally. Government abolished the keeping of charities, funds and poor 
boxes by Government officers in courts, but this fund was allowed to 
continue by the special permission of Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Under what legal authority this fund 
is being maintained now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: By orders of Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state the law — the legal authority — for maintaining this fund? Govern- 
ment cannot ask anybody to maintain a fund. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no law proliihiting the 
maintenance of a fund. Abolition was done by Government circular. 
Special permission was however given to this fund. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IToirble Minister be pleased 
to state if attention of Government has been drawn to the observations of 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate as well as of the High Court of Calcutta 
desiring the abolition of this fund and stating that this fund cannot be 
legally maintained ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware of it. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In view of the reply to question (r) 
— Rule ( 6 ) — to afford relief to the cjr-prisoners, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this fund is also utilised for helping fj-'Security 
prisoners and <wc-polilical prisoners also? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that the 
fund consists of voluntary contributions, is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the fund also receives large contributions of money exacted from 
prospective delinquents who otherwise ought to have been proceeded against 
in law? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no exaction, but noioney 
is sometimes collected from persons who technically infringe Motor Vehicles 
Rules. 

Dra HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that if the police did not extort this money for exempt- 
ing persons who have breached the law, the money otherwise would have 
been available for increasing the revenues of the Stale on proper fines being 
levied on them by courts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no extortion of money. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government have taken any action on the observation of the Hon’ble Chief 
Justice that profiteering ofieiu'cs should not be condoned by payments into 
the '‘Poor Fund”? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Iloirble Minister bo pleased 
to state if he is aware that recently a big merchant of (Client ta was made 
to pay about Ks. 10, 000 .0) tliis fund on a ))romi.‘'e of exemption from prose- 
cution under the Defence of India Pules? 

i 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. I am not aware of 
it. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state in how many cases during 1042-40 otl'ences were condoned 
on payment of a grant a.s contribution to this fun<l? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: With referc *nce to th(^ audit report, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed U) state the reasoufl why donations 
were showered on Kurojiean or Anglo-Indian ladies and on one European or 
Anglo-Indian gentleman ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; In the audit report there is mention 
of three cases in which there \vere payments to thret‘ persons repeatedly for 
wdiich there w'as an audit objection. 1 do not know the r(‘aMon why repeated 
payments were made to tlieni. I would a.sk for notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Bengali ladies had the fortune to receive such donations 
and, if so, their^number ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 1IA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the special reasons for Government 
giving special sanction to this fund? 

Khan.Bahaifur MOHAMMED ALI: It would take some time to explain 
the reasons for the sanction of this fund. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of forming a Committee of this House to administer this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 
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Dft NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL! With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state whether Government is considering 
the desirability of associating with the Commissioner of Police any other 
responsible officer or officers of Government including any accountant or any 
officer of the Accountant-General of Bengal to administer this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMmId ALI: As the fund is regularly audited 
by the Examiner of Local Accounts, that is not considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pWd 
to state if it is a fact that the Auditor or the Examiner of Local Accounts 
has got to audit the fund after the lapse of nearly two years when the whole 
fund has been actually spent away and there is no control of the Auditor 
over the actual distribution of the money? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Auditor sees whether payments 
are regular or irregular. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why Government extend the facilities of audit from the Examiner 
of Local Account’s office to this fund when there is no control of Govern- 
ment over the administration of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is indirect control of Govern- 
ment as the fund is administered by the Commissioner of Police — the head 
of a department. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for refusing to constitute a Committee of this Hoii.se 
or any other House for administering that fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There has been no complaint 
regarding the administration of this fund. Therefore, tliere is no such 
necessity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of Government ever 
been drawn to the vseries of complaints made in this House itself by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyul about three years ago and by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali about a year ago regarding the administration or mal- 
administration of this fund and also has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the complaints recorded in the Appropriation Accounts in connec- 
tion with the Public Accounts Committee report regarding the administra- 
tion of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as Mohammed Ali is con- 
cerned, he did not complain against the administration of this fund. He 
simply wanted to know whether Governmenf would consider the desirability 
of appointing a committee to administer the fund? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of forming a Committee of Enquiry to go into the 
affairs of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not considered necessary. 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Deputy Secretary, Home (Police) Department, 
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at one time in charge, definitely instructed the Government that this fund 
was not being maintained in a proper and legal way and should, therefore, 
be abolished? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of framing rules for the administration of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There are already rules in existence 
for the administration of this fund. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the llonlde Minister be pleased 
to state whether Governnieiit will enquire whether any profiteering case has 
been condoned for payment into this Poor Ilox Fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. An enquiry will be 
made. 

Retail distribution of keroeone in Netrakona* 

*207. Mr. ABUL H0S8AIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies I)ej>artmeut be plea8e<l to lay on the Table a 
statement showing thana by thana — 

(a) the names; and 

(h) addresses of all the lieense-holders of Netrakona subdivision for 
the sale of kerosene at controlled rates? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
8uhrawardy): The retail sale of kerosene is not carried on under licence. 
There are therefore no “licence-holders”. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Petition for settlement of certain khas mahal lands in Barisal. 

99. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be ]»leaHed to state whether 
it is a fact that — 

(/) the Hindus of (ialachipa who Imve lost their means of livelihood 
on account of the last cyclone in tlie area as well as the denial 
policy of the Government appealed to the Government for grant of 
khas mahal land, which they ]>roiniHed to cultivate themselves; 
(n) an M.L.A. wrote a letter to the Minister in charge with a copy 
of the note submitted by the (’ollector of Barisal on their petition; 
and 

(tit) a reply was received by the M.D.A. from the Ilevenuo Depart- 
ment (No. 14481 -L.R., dated Calcutta, the 19th October, 1943) 
that the matter was receiving the attention of Government? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what has been their 
decision in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) (i) A petition was 
received from certain Hindus of Galachipa for settlement of khas mahal 
lands. 

(u) and (in) Yes. 
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(h) It haa not been found possible to settle any lands with the petitioners, 
who are not cultivators by occupation, after meeting the priority claims of 
people who are entitled to settlement of khas mahal lands. 

Enquiry regarding Hunger-strike in Rajshahi Jail. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you might 
remember that I wanted information about a hunger-strike in the Rajshahi 
Jail and the Parliamentary Secretary promised to give some information. 
Will he now fulfil his promise.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, I would like to make a 
statement on behalf of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. On the 29th 
December, 1943, there was an incident in the Rajshahi Central Jail in the 
course of which one security prisoner and some warders were injured. The 
matter was enquired into by the District Magistrate, Rajshahi, and by the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Prisons, and tlieir reports were under Govern- 
ment consideration. During his vi.sit to Rajshahi, the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister promised the secnirity prisoners that the final Government decision 
in the matter would be coniiminicated shortly. There was unfortunately 
some delay in reaching the decision. Meanwhile, as a protest against the 
non-receipt of Government decision, a few of the prisoners d(‘eided to 
abstain from taking their meals and some others resorted to partial 
abstention of meals. The Government decision has already been com- 
municated to the H(‘curity prisoners and they have resumed taking their 
food in the normal manner. In pursuance of the Government decision the 
incident of the 29th December, 1943, will be the subject of a judicial 
proceeding in the course of which both the security prisoner and the warders 
will have ample opportunity of substantiating their respective versions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
let us know what is the period of the hunger-strike? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want notice. 

DEMAND FOR CRANT8. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Refore we proceed with the Demands I should like 
to tell the Hou^e that there are as many as eleven Demands and the guillotine 
will fall punctually at (> p.m. It will be desirable therefore if there is no 
objection from the Opposition that they concentrate upon certain cut motions 
which they consider very important. Otherwise perhaps most of the Demands 
will be guillotined without proper discussion. 

5--8alt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 12,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt’'. 

Sir, I reserve my comments till all the cut motions are moved. 

Mr. F. BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 12,000 
for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move 
this to raise a discussion al)Out Government's apathy towards the improve- 
ment of salt industry in the provinbe by making adequate provision for 
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sul>sidies to the existing salt manufacturing companies and persons interest- 
ed in the line and also other reasonable facilities. 

Sir, it may be said that salt is scarce today in the country. In Calcutta 
also salt is not available at a price from Rs. 850 to Rs. 1,000 per hundred 
maunds, although, I know, lakhs of maunds of salt are lying in the godowns 
of Calcutta. Government cannot through its officers check the black- 
marketing which is still going on. Price is fixed at Rs. 4 + Re. 1-9, that 
is, Rs. 5-9 as control price per maiind. Salt is being sold at different rates 
according to quality by some agents, namely, Pir Mulmmmad and others. 
The Hon’ble Minister oni'e said that so far as the problem of salt was con- 
cerned, there were some difficulties. It is true that there are difFumlties 
in the way, but I must say that we have been emphasizing this fact since 
many years on tlie floor of tliis House and Government ought to have taken 
notq of tliat and these manufacturers of sail should have been encouraged 
before, but this has not been done. Fortunately, in the year 1981 after 
the Irwin Pact some facilities were given in the coastal districts like 
Midnapore and 24-Parganas and salt was being manufactured there and it 
was being sold at a })rice of 10 annas per maund. This state of things 
continued for some lime. Tbereafler (lovtTnmeni began to harass those 
people and the harassment came to such a pass that people refused to 
manufacture salt on account of multifarious ditiicullies put on tlieir way 
by Government. H(‘cently after the lust cyclone Government as a relief 
measure introduced some warehouses. So far as 1 am aware four ware- 
houses were started in Midnapore, two in the district of 24-Parganas, and 
one in f’hittagong. The Iloa’ble Minist<‘r might have said that more ware- 
houses have been introduced but the honourable members are well aware 
tliat there are only six or seven warehouses, and it is veiy diflicaili for the 
manufacturers to go and sell their stock at those warehouses. 1, therefore, 
suggest that more warehou.ses should be started in order to give facilities 
to those people to go there and sell their salt without much difliculty. 

Then, Sir, there are other ohsiaides .so far as the manufacturing 
companies arc concerned. Today, the Bengal Salt, Premier Salt and some 
other salt companies are not working properly for want of proper facilitie.s. 
You will be surprised to liear that from December last the production of 
this Bengal Salt company has been reduced hy 50 per cent, on account of 
non-supply of coal and practically the output of salt has gone down from 
3,000 maunds per month to 1,500 maunds. 

Then, Sir, after the havoc created hy the last cyclone in Midnapore 
and the 24-Parganas, fuel was scane in those places, and particularly in ' 
Midnapore fuel was very scarce, and as a matter of fact it was very difficult 
to obtain fuel at that time in Midnapore. The condition of coal was also 
the same. This was also not available. Up till now the position has not 
much inyiroved. Therefore, I submit that if Government really want that 
facilities should be given both to those manufacturers of salt and to the 
companies as well, they should at once make arrangements, so that they 
may get coal, etc. If Government want that large quantity of salt must 
be manufactured, then they should give these and some other facilities to 
the poor people who are engaged in this work. 
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Sir, there are other difficulties which I should like to mention in the 
shape of duties taken at those warehouses. Salt is deposited there, but 
the weighment is made in Contai, Tamluk and other outlying places in the 
24-Pargana8. Now what happens is this. When salt is brought to Cal- 
cutta, it is reduced in weight on account of the difficulties which the Hon’ble 
Minister is aware of. Now, weigfht is reduced by about 10 seers per maund 
with the result that these companies are to suffer on that account. ^ 

Sir, another difficulty is that the Industrial companies here are to pay 
the central excise duty at lls. 1-9 and Bengal Government dues at three 
annas per maund. I submit that the Government of Bengal themselves 
can exempt their dues of three annas, and they can at once approach the 
Central Government requesting them to exempt their duty for the time 
being, at least during the continuance of the war, thereby giving some 
facility and impetus to the industrial companies. 

With these words, I move my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 
that the demand of Its. 12,000 under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion tliat under the Gandhi-Irwin 
Pact, dated the 5th March, 1931, the people by the side of salt-watered 
places are entitled to take salt prepared by them and to secure articles for 
family consumption in exchange of salt. But the Government servants 
unnecessarily harass the people by preventing them from taking salt by 
boats. 

Sir, motion move I 

I 

— ^'•r 

^ ) ( Hear hear. ) 

^ w^o wo ^ RjH 

— ^ 

^ I (?Trl?*r wtft otut ^51 

C^FT^ C'dIcIlCts 

^ 

i5t: ^ (?* 

?rf% ^ ^ ^ I ^ ^ I 

’fsns W 3 < ^ Charf C'handra Roy *3*^^ 

1) ^ i w 

^4^10^ (Wt 'ii^ i 

(Mr, PAT I RAM ROY: I beg formally to move that the demand of 
iRs. 12,000 under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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I move this motion to raise a discussion about the development of salt- 
manufacture in the Sunderhans area. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I just want to explain 

that this question has been discussed on more than one occasion and I have 
also answered on more than one occasion the questions put on the subject. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Y our answers have been found unsatis- 
factory. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 do not think so. The answers 
could not be unsatisfactory. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: There is salt famine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I have not found any new 
arguments advanced today. There is a parrot -like repetition of the same 
arguments. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Because of our hunger for salt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Now, there is another thing 
which I want to say. Distribution and .supply of salt are not the concern 
of this department. <They concern the Diqnvrtment of Civil Supplies. The 
Hon’ble Minister in cliarge ot that Department has on more than one occasion 
explained the situation fully and (‘xhaustively and has told the House wluit 
steps tile (jiovernment have been taking in this matter. In vic^w of that 

I do not think it >\as necessary to take up the time of the House in the 

manner that it lias been taken today. As far as tlie (question of manufacture 
of salt is concerned, I liave already explained that the policy of Govern- 
ment is to encourage (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal : Inactivities) more and 
more the manutacture of salt on a small cottage industry basis. Govern- 
ment are also taking necessary steps for tlie manufacture of salt on com- 

mercial basis. 

With these words I opjK>se all the cut motiori.s. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The answer given by thc5 Hon’ble 
Minister is very unsatisfactory. 1 liierefore beg to move that the que.stion 
be now put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know that there has been some agreement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: T here lias been a discussion on the 
Opposition side. We do not want this kind of assurance from Government. 
Government ha.s not made out any (‘use. Otherwise, we would not have 
pressed this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is this. I urn told that there has been 
an agreement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Where is the agreement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought that there w'as an agreement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There was some talk about coming to 
an understanding. Government has not agn*ed to accept any of our sub- 
missions. When we suggested to them that yesterday the meeting might 
be held at 6 o’clock for the convenience of persons engaged in the corpora- 
tion elections, Government did not agree. The question of agreement with 
such a body of persons is absolutely impossible. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever that may be so far as that question is con- 
cerned, I think there has been some agreement 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I mo^e that the question be now 
put. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It places me in a very awkward position. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANY/^.: You know that Government do not 
want to extend our time beyond 7 o’clock. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am not speaking of that agreement. Dr. Sanyal, 
you yourself told me something from which I thought that there was an 
agreement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, as a matter of convenience this 
was suggested. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore, I took it that there had been an agreement. 
It is very difficult for me now. The Government Whip also told me some- 
thing on the same lines. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Agreement about what, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER; Agreement about the whole thing. After all the 
entire thing has been discussed. It is a very delicate matter for me. My 
inference from the talk I had w'as that the arrangement was that all the 
demands and the cut motions would be put at the close of the meeting. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 1 beg leave to state that I was 
never aware of that agreement. 

Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: I was not aware of it either. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; The Government Whip proposed this 
as a matter of convenience, but there was no agreement. The Government 
Whip never said that they had agreed to this. On tlie contrary I liad no 
intimation from him. I only ccuninunicated to you that there was a sugges- 
tion made for convenience of debate and getting more time for discussion 
that all the questions be put last but there was actually no agreement as 
such. You know that also very well. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It might be due to misconception on my part, but 
that w^as what I understood. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then in that case I do not press that 
the question be now put. 

57— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Ks. 27,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscella- 
ixeous”. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of 27,20,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” be reduced 
by Rs, 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the policy of the Government regarding the allowances given to 
State prisoners and detenus; 
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(it) inadequacy of the provisions on the head ‘^Donation for Charitable 
Purposes’’ especially regarding maintenance of famine orphans; 
and 

(m) failure of the Government to start poor funds sought to be created 
under the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed ^lief Act, 1939. 

Sir, I shall first deal with clause No. (/). The Government seems to 
have a policy regarding the allowances to be given to the State prisoners 
and detenus. There are about 1,34() prisoners still in detention; although 
it appears from the Government report that about 800 security prisoners 
have been granted allowance, 000 have not as yet been granted any allow- 
ance. With regard to allowance the policy of the Government is that those 
persons who, according to the Government, had some income before arrest, 
will be granted allowance. AVith regard to this, my submission, through 
you, Sir, to the Hon’ble Minister is that there should be a revision of that 
policy. Admitting for the sake of argument that a prisoner had no income 
in 1940, it does not necessarily follow tluMefrom that he would not have 
earned if he were free in 1942, 1943 or 1944, especially when there are such 
vast opportunities for making good earnings in these days. There are 
persons who did not earn a single pie in 1940, who have now been earning 
by thousands. So the Govern to ent policy should be that if any person 
is detained in jail without trial, he should be granted ade(juate allowance 
irrespective of the fact that he had no income before his arrest. 

Then, Sir, wtih regard to the amount of allowance, ojie outstanding fact 
is that (loverninent says that persons whose income was Rs. 40 per month 
before arrest should not be granted an allowance of more than Rs. 40 now. 
Now, Sir, the money value ot a rupt‘e in 1940 was much more than that 
of a rupee is now. The money value of one rupee in 1940 is equivalent to 
five rupees in 1943-44, So if a mairs income was Rs. 40 per month in 1940, 
it is equivalent to Rs. 200 in 1942, 11)43 and 1944. So he should be given 
an allowance of Rs. 200 if his imvjine was Rs. 40 before*. When granting 
allowance to a persoji detaiiu'd in jail, (iovernment should particularly taka 
this point into consideration. Sir, my submission through you to the 
Government is that Government shouhl revise Iheir j)olicy with regard to 
the matter of granting allowances fo (he detenus. 

Tlien, Sir, wuth regard to j»cr.sons who liave been arrested and extemod, 
they should also be granted allowaine. One Ananda Gupta was released 
from jail but was externed. He is an inhabitant of Chittagong hut he 
has been externed in Birbhum. He bas no means of income there and he 
is not given any opportunity of making any earning, nor has he any property, 
but still he has not been granted any allowance whatsover. Such things 
have happened and are happening. I know of one Chittaranjan who was 
a student. He is a man of Noakhali but he has been externed in the city 
of Calcutta. He has no means of income and is not earning anything. He 
is not allowed to go to his native village. 

Then, Sir, with regard to other things individual cases there are many. 
Of course, it is difficult to cite instances, but I do fully agree with the 
proposal of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that Government should revise 
their policy in the matter of granting allowances to detenus and that there 
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should be the appointment of a committee of all parties in the Legislature 
to devise ways and means as to the granting of allowances to detenus and 
Government should make up their mind to grant allowances to all. I may 
cite instances of two persons; Bamesh Chandra Acharyya is a detenu in 
the Dum Dura Jail; he has got a sister Mrs. Induprabha Mukherji: she has 
fallen ill. As she is a dependent of her brother Bamesh Chandra Acharyya, 
she applied for an allowance, but 'she has not been granted any allowance. 
She made an application on the 24th of February but nothing has been 
granted to her as yet. I know of one Amulya Mukherji of Tippera. He 
was earning something at the time he was arrested, but has not been grant- 
ed any allowance. 

Sir, before T take my seat, I want to say something with regard to item 
No. (u), namely, inadequacy of the provisions on the head “Donation 
for Charitable Purpostes” especially regarding maintenance of famine 
orphans. Only Rs. 20,000 has been provided for the maintenance of famine 
orphans. That is a very poor and small sum. 

Then, with regard to item (m), viz., failure of the Government to start 
poor funds sought to be created under the Bengal Rural Poor and Un- 
employed Relief Act, 1939, I may tell Ihe House that this is the proper 
occasion when such funds should have been created and Government should 
have made contributions to those funds. But it a])pears from the Budget 
that there is no provision for this. 

Sir, I move this motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 27,20,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscella- 
neous” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my motion raises two pointed questions, namely, first, the inadequacy 
of the budget provision and, secondly, the necessity for the apixdntment 
of a committee of all parties in the Legislature to frame suitable rules for 
the grant of proper allowances and family allowances to the prisoners and 
detenus and their families. 

So far as the inadequacy of the Budget provision is concerned, it is 
quite apparent from the budget figures. Last year the Government made 
a provision of Rs. 2,G3,00t) under this head and this year the same provision 
has been made. Sir, it is quite impossible in these days to provide for 
suitable allowances with a grant of only Rs. 2,G3,000 under this head when 
there are so many security prisoners and the cost of food and clothing has 
so much increased. Here is a United Press message. Sir, dated 
Lucknow, the 23rd March, from which it is learnt that during the last four 
months more than 700 security prisoners were released from the United 
Provinces jails with the result that there are now 1,180 security prisoners 
in United Provinces jails. By the section 93 Government of the United 
Provinces 700 prisoners have been released in 4 months. But here is a 
popular Government and what is their achievement in this respect? From 
press-note recently published, that is, so late as on the 28th March it is 
learnt that 521 political prisoners have been released since the as.sumption 
of ofilOil by the present Ministry and there are at present 1,300 political 
saCHriiy prisoners now in jails in Bengal; that is, this so-called popular 
Government saw their way to release 500 odd prisoners after having been 
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|||| office for about twelve mouths. This is the progress thgt their pf^oy of 
iplease has up till now made. In view of this position it is quite apparent 
tfliat this Government should adopt the next best ooursoi namely^ to provide 
adequate allowances and if that be the policy of the Govemment aa it 
Is anxious to advertise, then it is all the more necessary to provide for suit* 
^ahle fund for allowances to security prisoners. 

Now, Sir, as I have already pointed out, the grant that has boon 
p)rovided for is a very meagre grant. It is only a repetition of the grallt 
that was made last year. Unless this grant be revised, the allowance can 
only be nominal. Next, Sir, you are quite aware that the Goveriunent’s 
policy of granting niggardly allowance does not meet with appipbation 
anywhere and does not satisfy any party. Therefore, I have suggested that 
a Committee should be formed of all parties to frame suitable rules for the 
grant of proper allowances to these unfortunate prisoners who have been 
robbed of their liberty and opportunities of earning without any trial what- 
soever. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khan ttahadur MOHAMMED ALIl Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to reply to 
the cut motions moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and Rai Harendra 
Nath Chxudhuri. Sir, Mr. Datta has criticised the policy of Government 
in the matter of granting of family allowances. The policy adopted by 
the present Ministry has been explained to the House several times and I 
would like, Sir, to recapitulate the main points of the present policy of 
Govemment. It is this, that Government are aware of the hardship caused 
to the people by abnormal rise in the cost of living and that is the main 
reason why Government increased family allowances of security prisoners 
granted prior to Ist January, 1943, by hundred per cent, and by 60 per cent, 
in the case of family allowances sanctioned after the 1st January and befojv 
this Ministry had assumed office. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We want to know whether Govern* 
ment is prepared to revise the policy of the grant of family allowances. 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMEO ALI: Government consider this policy 
to be very liberal. Mr. Datta has said that a sum of Rs. 40 previously is 
equivalent now to about Rs. 200, but, Sir, that will apply to everybodjr. 
All wage*earner8 would be hard hit if there is any rise in the cost of living. 
In the case of wage-earners increase in their earnings has not doubled, but 
in spite of thrft Government have adopted a liberal policy and have granted 
cent, per cent, increase of allowances to security prisoners. 

So far as Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s motion is concerned, be has 
asked for the appointment of a committee to scrutinise the cases of family 
aBowanqee of security prisoners. Govemment do not consider ibis neoesaary 
because Government have adopted a liberal policy and Govemment are 
satisfied tbat this is the best policy that oould be adopted, and no further 
help from th^ members of thi legislature is considered necessary. 

So Inr as the queetum <rf release is concerned, letter assumption of office 
by the present ICinliiry, over 50fi securiiy fnrisoneihi have been nelCaCed. As 
to die questipii ctf^ffimily allowanoes^ ovet 800 saparity prisoaess m k 
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of family allovanoea and out of 17 State Priaonera 14 are in reeeipt 
of Ea. 30 aa personal allowanoe and 3 State Prisoners are in receipt of 
&dnily allowance of Bs. 100. 

* . So far as items (m) and (ni) of Mr. Batta’s motions are concerned 
regarding donations for charitable purposes, Government are already spend* 
ing crores of rupees for charitabjp ptirposea. The demand under this head 
is a mere repetition of previous demands though Government, in view of 
the famine conditions prevailing, have increased grants to all charitable 
institutions out of their Famine Belief Fund. 

Sir, with these words I oppose all the cut motions moved by the mem- 
bers of the Opposition. 

47— Misoeltaiiaoiis Dapartmeiits. 

The Hon'We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of the Hon*blo 
Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 5,58,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments”. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEEs Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 5,68,000 for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about the failure of the Government to set up Arbitration Boards 
or Industrial Courts to settle trade disputes. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 for expenditure under the 
head “47^ — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move 
this motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government 
to grant adequate dearness allowance to the wage-earners. 

’TTt?, yiFf worker^ 0^ industial workenn ’Pfft 

’TOT (7R production JTtO? ^ strike ^ industrial 

m ^ TO produotionoi^ cTO ^ ^ ^ I worker^n 

TOJ 4^* 4^ I 45* 

’“Rfir TOIU5 worker<Tt^ ’TW 

^ ^ C5i\ 4^^ ^ c^r^PBi I 'aH vw 

TOO? I Workenn strike <4^ *t‘t 

>si^ rtrv ctro *9^ 'At 5i<fW ^wi*nr 

>11^ CTO CATO? I Labour Department iSifeRr ’ITOi ’TO (JTSW TO TOR 

sn >9^ >9^ '9’f& departmentCT sTOT sitW « strike^^r «RT 

TTO 5T5, — lit cTO^ ^ C^CP C’tO^, ^ lATOJ <95^ TO 

TOR >9 ftro ^ICTIT TO f %5 ’nro TO l TO'S Ordinanoe^TO 
TOTOsTO To? C? Bssential Services^ ljf5nTO1 TOT TOR 'Jim TO TOWS 
*IIWR *n '9’r: TOOT TO 'jRt CTOT TOR ; <51 TOl TO skilled workras (jfpR 
TOWW ITO? RK? C9 To <9TOi War Indusby cTO TO TO CTO1« 

«ft|i^^4St?OT^ '#fin (R TO CTO cTO’y ’iiftsmr tot cto Tor *n, < 4 T? 
TO TO Toot SlCTf TCT OTOT CT«I1 Tf I OTTIOT CTO CTOT TO ^Rl C9 
CTO Rytfe TO, croft CT CTOII ^M TOTO%TO 'jlCTO 

i ■ t 
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c*Ksf "fit ^ wnutrt e^ •flew I 4w 
^■>l'rfli!o cwt irw *fir8 (Sfin c^ *tfi3R *n I e«r worketcirf 

tdt^ QtdinMice <<lSFfiJ K*r WTO TOs fw 

♦oekMCTf »rra ?tw ^«n f% ?rsf ®] CT-ifl i 4^ Sped*] 

l^onal CWfW 4^ CftWlfl Wltm WW ' 4 t C* rl MI w 1 

gfw (ST'Thr c^tNifl 'i^ro ^ifenitcw wtr TOWi ii>du»triai Court> 
'Wl Sft® fw CWfW TO W^WK TOS 

•flCT I 4fll I TOTO WTO Tripartite ConfereaM 

cscTOpi — !:rfw 4=^; ^tf5rTOnr to ctof ; cwiw 4 ftro tot w* 
CTt?^ CTO TOTOTO W TOTOsfl W 4’t^ ^*fln CWiCT CT fWitC^ TOW Pifll 
CTO TOj'-flt W ; 4TO recommendatory WTO W? C>lfll TO 
TO I CI^ •ftt'fPPF WTOW TtC5 CSP$ CT'Sfll W, TOl flWI TOWS TOCS •ttCW 
5n I TOI TOT *rtrs CTO aw Arbitration Court w f% I aft's 
0rdinanoe4 TO^ Of '®r^ai TO TO TOl aft rtrike WfCS 

iW (5tTO "4^: 5ft ftwa catlSa ftes to 4a; aft 5ft ftcro catifla ai caa 
'Slaw caia strike TO tfcsT^ iffacTO caa to TOa ; TOwfl 4 wata 
;5Rn strike WC3 TOW ai I fVl aW aW 0rdinanoe4 4'S 
WW ca nftwai aWI^ WW TO 'Stwa arai Arbitration Board ta*fl 
ftes Tow I ftfi caTOa 4^ atarat^ aa 1 igftcTOi aaro aroa TO 
Arbitration Board ai Arbitration Court aralfl) afai'SI^WT ai, 4fll 
a^a" a'o‘f''cac‘fla 5TO fa^^ to ca 4fli aroa ftr ai 1 to caTOa 
'ataiwa 'afea'si to^ a's ata 4^ Arbitration Board4 aaTOi aan TOO? ista fsro 
TOa^ai VO 'st'st atTOTO aaTOs aia" tocw i 'aa'K aisa'cacTOi ftaf cTO c«rta 
urata TOa ft 1 4W 1% 4fll tots catai aai ca a-W ataai Labour Department, 
ftica •rt't’f'* csfel ^ 4^ aa^ 'a^ cafltes isw Department4a 

CTO atatcaa ^ftt aai w ca aatro 1 faj to ai ; 4^^! strike vttar 
cTOa aft 'TOW 'stTO ft'f TOC'S TOa, a^ca aiatwa erta aro cTOr to ai 1 
TOs awtTOa 'siai TOitcaa 4^ aaTOa ftes toto, caca'j oflfc>iaiiy ^ 

4 Sana ftes tow ai 1 ca cautTOaa 'aTOta aft ; wrfw 4 fl aav cTOTOftan 
S*tca cfia TO 'itai aro tow ai, ftews: aft fl®cat*nata cawtft w 
tsftw caTOa cyros *fft ca 'Sta aac« Labour Department 4 a; ‘snsa'ca'S 
•flji 4^ aa« European conoem4a acw “fftawa aft C¥ta vn a> 
caiTOfif TO, 'Sftca ca^cTOicair-aiflftTOaatfi TOta TOftt'S'Sfin a^'i<'aw<; 
4aa ftr 'Ifai aft cTOa promises caa caw ftpfa ■ettlemmtt4a aai 
iStTO cat Fomises aHCS TOW ai 1 caaa 4 a^l TOr*t Tramway 
■ttike4a TOi aftj — watt's ^ acafta ca sfcaa o atcaa caiaia ch'wii to i 
4TOta caiata W'sai acafta. arfaTOsta aw caiai *105 isw aiijt aiaftwr ca'roi 
TOfta <«; 1S¥ TO% ca Ann afti TO ai, a^ftna *» to 1 fan a^a^® 
aaw aafll to? I Wpl TOa 4 ^ to? deamess allowanoe ai afflftf TOSI I 
awftr istaH aro atwi w* ftif^ 'aflapiTOiWT •fa<cac*fla 9 jm 
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>1^ 'S ’8‘t CropC^, prioo index ’’flof 

/ ' CT ft’lW ’i^f^ Indi* CknrenuiMiit«r c? Ordmanee CTfitarcit 

WipIRf ®nrCTO?i:sr«fir 
«« *li OrdiiiMioe(fl I fjlOlM ^ TOIt^ B. P. T. RoleMt 
<8W lift CTt'^ CT5J ®f?tsr^Jnn *im sn l Ordinance 

f 5 fyw vwtf^r CTwi 7 CT ^ ’iTOi mwspjjw cm mn *( 1 ? i 55ft ctw 
ctW- 8 rtW ^Itf fein Indusfayc® I <81? ^ cheap 

ratiwi tf3f^ (jfTsTTO ?I *tt^l »OT~®C» ftm m Cf^d TOIC^ 

Labour Comndnionw %«r ftPK m mc^ C^T 50 Jtm <4^? 

»W W f^rtroi SllSlrl^O l «r«fl5 mew *tftm acale utfUCT 
cm cm ooeh <rf living etc? c^ 'U^^ i m W'K - 

ooet of livings Ttnr deameea allowance igflns <4?; mdn 

CTflr oort of living TO ^ '5fS Hd m '3fin C»tCa flCT cm^TOI 
mwmoMr mdiillTi towi 500 vrfro 1 m «tfrw, w mr ewfrotir 

mt 60140 ^1 C*tC4 'flew I 4 ’mra TO TO CW#rt TOI? TOflCT 
Price Conference Dearness Allowance Sub-Committee m 4 ^^ (TOtC^ 

tfll TO*T <4? frolTO TO Of <4^51 <4 5TO St'S! Ci'341 SfTO 

’(Its srftwi cmr cm oust of living to^ (ti^ '^j'ltcn cfam Sfro fro 
m flfTO ^^Wl 4 fms cm TO71 CTO f% ^n cm TOTI CTOfil C5&f'8 

TOTO I 4^ TO® wwcmT ctTTOrafwf^’rcrfm 'TOi®’rtTO5fw 

^Ttroi Cost of living index TOfll iflC^ '51TO 

TOTO ^ f^t'TO <51?! 'TOT® cm f'tCirf^lTO C’l 4^1 4bFTO4t f%5kTO WC’It'stT 4’T* 
cn^ C?^ TO't'CTC'^TT cost of living index (|l?n flm WTO5 

m ’ll, TOT cost of living index TO CW^ cost of living index 

m cm® ’n Wt® m 'TO®1 Deamess Allowance u|® fltftf vn, 'TOTOT 

mro mi f%g tow?, 4 to fw c. p. < 4 ®; u. p. w® enrom cost 

of living index mitf® f®« ®i: 4M T TOfll fl's'l'CTC'^ <St® TO I 4f®C®f 
Labour mr# m 4'5®ff5| 'TOTOtC®t«n I 4® TOT 'TOT® STWfTO C® TO® 

trt®T®^ wi iSft® m m wm wi 4®; ®Ft®® f® i 4 ® tot 4TO®to erfrowi 
c® ®TO ®tH.Pt rni TOi ®i 4 ®; me® ®f® iffm®) ®i^ mi TO9 ®i® tot 4 ® 
TO® ®«l®m TO® 5« R® TO® ctrike ®®®f® c®l#® Cf® ®tTO® 

TO CTOl ®fC® C® rtrike ®1TO TO® TO flTO'PIcTOr ®®T f%*tlfe'CTTO Law and 
Older c® TO® CTOl ®tC® TOT® 'l?PrY* ^»TO® ®®® 

efleient. Labour Department ®TO hwfflotent ®I ew’r ^jtc®® 

L»r and Order 'J®®®! ®®i ®®®t® Department TOT® efSoimit ,4TO ®ft' 
■trike efl®® ir® ®1 ®t®® ®®®1® TOTO ^ICT® Brt <flc® c® Dnton 

Leaden c® C® TO® 4 TO ®tt® ®tC® ®ftn ftc® TO®C® ®[fii®i TO 
(De, Ai^ Motaud Maux : ®ii TO® 5®;, ® ®? I) ®l m TO® 

® 0(W efl9®i TOif--4^ W%® TOi ®ifiWt '®i® ftf® ®®T ®i ®®® ®f®®; 
■IriU tteddng ®!® ®®i TOW ®Hl C® Sto «® W® -itt® ®W® ®l(TOlW' ®c#" 



II 


SBHAITS FOB «BAN<PSv 


nfifen'^TOfl 4^ Wl| C? Labour D^artment JW« «n IMbatt Wa«r 
'55tWJ inefSoiency i3tm Law and Order (SfijWf e(Wtl 

^nn?! ^ ^'5 ^ ’iT^ Labont. 

T'lC# ^ Deamees Allowance 3r*f^ <i)^* Arbitratioa Boud i|"in^ . 

Tsin I 

Or. NALINAMHA SANYAL: Mr. Soeaker, Sir, I beg to more that 
the demand of Be. 5,58,000 for expenditure under the head "47 — Miscel- 
laneous Departments*’ be reduced by Us. 100 to raise a discussion about 
(t) inefficiency and inadequacy of the arrangements for colledting 
provincial statistics, (ii) maladministration of the Labour Departnaaent 
and of the Labour Welfare Organisation, and {Hi) failure to prescribe the 
conditions for notification of banks under the Bengal Money-lenders Act, 
1940. 

Sir, Grant No. 28 covering the Miscellaneous Departments, as you will 
notice from page 69 of the Red Book, covers various items, and as the time 
at our disposal is short I have to confine all these different issues under 
one motion. 

Sir, so far as the first issue is concerned regarding Provincial Statistics, 
we have had pitevious occasion to discuss the same and my honourable 
friend Mr, Hirtzel of the European party has also emphasised the urgency 
of improving the machinery for taking provincial statistics of various 
sections. I will not take more time of the House on that point. 

With regard to the third matter, Sir, I submit that the Government 
of Bengal, at the instance of certain members of this Assembly during 
several months past, had committees appointed and arrangements were 
made to draft the provisions of the Money-lenders Rules which would be 
required for notification of banks. One Parliamentary Secretary of the 
Government at the present moment was also enthusiastic at that time and 
there were several sittings of the committee. Draft rules were approved, 
so far as I remember, by the Committee, and Government had been sitting 
on that for a pretty long time. I would like to know whether the present 
Government intend to permit the notification of banks, because without 
this notification, Sir, many of the Bengali-managed Banks are suffering 
terribly today. 

With regard to the second point, namely, the maladministration of the 
Labour Department and the Labour Welfare Organisation, I have not 
much time at my disposal to give details as to what I had in view. I 
would only invite the attention to the constant changes in the appoint- 
ment of Labour Welfare Officers and the Deputy Labour Commissioner 
and so on. Transfer and retransfer of officers from one section to the * 
otbor and the names of the officers concerned will reveal the real state of 
affairs and how many of them are directly or indirectly related to the 
Hon’ble Ministers of Government. I will not question the ability of some 
of fhem,*but the manner in which some of them have been given lifts over 
the heads of others — they have been given special allowances when, 
transferred to some other departments of Government — makes one doubt 
if efficiency has been the only criterion for arrangements of officers and 
appointments in this departmmit. 



DSIfAin^FOBOBlMS. 






V Unith regard to tke labour welfare uuits, I Bubmit that Govenuaeut 
wpke up very late to discover that labour welfare units for which large 
•urns of money were provided were not at all regularly organised under 
any rules made by Government. It was revealed in connection with the 
Public Accounts Oommittee enquiry last time. The Labour Commissioner 
himself explained that for mai^ months he himself did not know how to 
deal with the matter and what would be the arrangements for labour 
welfare units. The money was practically left to his care to he spent in 
any way he liked. There were no rules framed by Government. The 
Public Accounts Committee recommended that there should be better 
administration of the funds. We do not yet know whether the assistants 
or officers^in-charge of labour welfare units are Government servants, and 
if so what are their rights and duties, how are they selected and what 
their qualifications are. We hear a lot of rumours, we hear a lot of 
gossip about this. On a previous day we had from one Hon’ble Minister 
a homily on purity. I shall deal with that Minister in due course when 
there will be time. But let him not go with the illusion that we were 
going to have a sermon on purity from the puritan Minister in charge of 
Civil Works of this Government, the apostle of honesty and fair play. 


Dr. ASDUL MOTALEB MALIK: 

cu ^ ^ ^ ^ cn 

’nrcf ^ i 
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TOpy uW-ir 

^finrtcip— cu 

— ^ fwf^i f¥5 
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^K\ (m ^ ^ ’TEi ^ i ^ 

»rtfNT<tOT Rr«rm gt'f ’fjOTfun 

^ ^ ^ i ^ urm^hn ^ 

^ fihrP*! CW5Tt?r ^ CBRTTS Tt^ cu ^1%^ 4^: 

^srti ^Tf%c3 ^ I ^ 1|^ 

^oo\ 4ir¥ 4¥«R 

irtar us tt¥i 4^ a 4 4¥® i mm 4t*rT, 

4?n UWPStR CT ^K^ll ^5l?l 'KfirU 

vwifl wnrtm orwi 

Sfl 44^1^ cn ^ Rears aitfiffi ^ 
otl ®lllc4f fifafN-RFfH 'U arc^l^fi ^ Vt ^fife's fti 
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<«; (oH'Jl'fl srw^hn ct c’ticfe' f^fiWi 
»fi 8 ^ ^ * jfijf ♦tfm 'st^rfin siiftsn ^n *tf7. ^ ittw tsWcti 
K sr ^ 1 ^5f5t?n ^frfir ^»fl^ *1%^ 5(tf?5n i qt**<ai 

»pw ^ 5Wi^ic«i ^ ^ ^ HfH T flUguftH ii g i »p ii <jn« r c’lw 

'6l^lW« K*I. 1%^ «rw^ ’n ^flwt^ 'fW^TT <?f5tCT sot >11 I 


^91 ^t'StQ CT ’I’R! S?t5t^ «rWOT ’ll enemy Mtkm 4 ifWW 

, ft#!n "i^tOT ^SWOTif ^ (TTOTH, ^ T^OT 4^ ’I^'CTC% 

^n '«ii%i *n^ >mr 38 1 4^ sfl5i^l'«t '•rtf’nrt's frcw *nr 
1*R, ^»fOT>r <1? 3ltn compensation 38 *tt'g?rt7 ^ISw^Sl VTOf #38 fSf^TVIhr 
3*IOT>F »rW 3ftOT ( 'sd'HUi 43f3r9 C^l^lf^, 43F 43^3? ft'ftsi !fW tb 

^ *fit *rtT^ 'SWm 3ftf^if C3Ft3t ^kTI 3fi 4^ (71^ ^rtfrn *tit^ W ^ 

'«rtOT '®3f3f (Tf^n imr Hn i i i' ^c. ' 3i ^rcar^ jprs 3tift3n ▼tfin smi OT| 

^?T?n TifJT ftm»f ?nr— 43^3 '|3Hi ^^trs— >^r!F3itf3r stt5tc«ni f^'s »ttfir — ot 

tnsrtcar 0 ’rerr? c^ c^ftiffr %r 38 ; ; 'twc'WC'lWtF 

38^, '813W1 f3f38 C’fRU’ftC'S fV St'Tt^’I? 'I3f3i OT1 ?Tr ^PTCti JOTOT 

'5W>8 *8^1:? I OT^ftOT >^’87 30 ^ ^Sf5l3n C8>8’fh5 3|n8 ®OT,I 

OT’tOT Alexandria Port 4 38^18 ^ C38^t#f 81 fit® >81838 3Ft«r i8 | 


'5«f3T CJT^ 83^ ®l5l*?tt83( 13^ SlSRl 888 88 48^ ®T5l® C8OT 383(TO CTSfll 

58 38^ I 518 ■g^lt>H8l 3nr, 8*1=1 1515181 shipping ma8ter-48 8 1 ^8 18 

®3TT CW18 3Ffir81 ifltS 8lf8OT 8l8 >5*131 ^5tm C88ri>' C3r38I 58 481 finSlOT tfOTOTOT 
C®OT C8'381 58, 481 >5151018 81’^t C8 =111538 f|® C8^ 83118 3iffT;8 8tOT8ll8 3Ff|5i 
®'381 58 1 4 8=58 8l ’ 85 l (.88 >55HI 3itt I 4^ 8,C58 f%>5t!r3 413(81 481*1 (TrfifttJ 

»llt05f| I 4*15 4^ 8|i|1®i8l>?l f!rf58 88418 8fiT8l C8, #1, 051=181 >813110188^, 
(7513181 ^Il311t88 4^ 8OT 3rl5t8T 3R1, 4^1 total war ; f44 '4lfi 8f8C5 Sit 8fi 
4*131'8, 8*18 "W 43F 88”! >ol8r^ fSOT i;j48t *lf58lOT C8t 84083 8fi | jfi 4 c: 8 8 
®*lt8 4t 8*58 4=11518 58, ^ 848 8185(8 481 58. ^1 5ti:® fV 4fir8l 4t gfitr 
^4 4t \OT 815181 83!^ *11C8? 48 ®151#18 fit4 3ni, 4ff8 48T fit48 88OT9 

8fil05 5tt I f4gfi4 4lf8 Defence Department 48 (4t8 Labour Wdfara 

4tfWT8ltl (7TiW8 f4 8431>5tOT >381311088 (TTOT 13184C88 ®*18 4>5^ 

40=14 3(88 iS*l8 (7804 41=118 58 Welfare oflScer (884 3Rn 5t8lCt, (751=11088 S*t4l8 
3f8l 5tC8, 144 41048 (841 08*11 818 4t 885 !lfifC481 0888 8 fef4 l C88 lM3rt8 
418 =11 I 08 t8808 1585 4f88l8 81 >518 81881 4f88l8 04l8 fe»118 8tt | 44t;| 

*[tl5 4lfir 08*tlt0'5 6lt I tf«81 0804 8*(8 dearness allowance »|Hi 481 

5t4 48? !5fir4088 family ration allow 48i st® >5*18 4*1108 0418 44 

1®*llt''C8C*68 81^ 4>^l81 family ration 81 fit8 single ration fi8l8 

firC®8l 4 8801 *gf8it 841 8fir8 8l8 8f®8l fil8l058 08, 448 5t8I gt 5 l C88 
4818 %*I18 8tt I 3(ft OT5 4431 5t81 88*114 4t8 4151 5tt® Defence of India 
Act-4 8fl81 4151088 fi5t8 481 58 1 41=181 488t 40t *1148115 08, 88814 

3nt8 6*118 8lt, 848 3rf8t 48l8 6*118 8tt, (^ttfS »}t48t8 =5818 68|f 

Ifltl !f04!4 418418 Welfare officer 4lTO 4=^1 camouflage (8481 P 
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:0r', iBWf Unn welfiue i^t ^ 

Sfl I (Tf ’TfCl ^ 1% ??1 (7f 

^ (?ff^05 C^, <i| 5T^ Cf^Rf oomonflage 

0 i!fPf¥C*fW S^f AtHfivo < 45 ^^ oanpoflage y( %0SC f I ^ 

0 ^WW C¥2?hr 5RRffpRr ^R 'arf^K'f ¥fl'D5 5ft C?, 5fSR 

'0CW m ftsT ^ -Ttlf^ (jRPm ^ <1C¥ provocatic 

5f%c^f)i ^ "fsWf ^ (?rc"ft ?c<T (?ptRft5r ^fpRri ^fi:^, jp[ 

^r^IsT 5TO fifth columHigt-iii ?ft^ I ^ 

15ft a, camouflage fror C^ C?^ 

^Tft f¥« mm oamouflage-<ij^ netnij^r % 5 ?r mm ^ 

i^ft net I 

Mr. Bt MUKHERJEEs ^5^ ^TtfW C? ^0?*( C>ft jfr 

cvzfft ?r*c3f<3 ^ ^t^t, «(fiRft^»ft yppn ^ 1 ^^tc^ft Rfif 

jy^TffC^r 

▼fc? cFfei ^ ?n (y\ \ 

Th# Hofi’Bla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, Dr. Mdik began hi 
speech by saying that whatever I was going to say in answer to the point 
raised by him was that those points do not concern the Government o 
Bengal. In that connection I want to say that that is not merely answer 
But that is a fact and he knows it perfectly well that as far as seamei 
are concerned it is a Central Government’s concern and that the Govern 
ment of Bengal has got no jurisdiction over that matter. Mr. B. Mukherje< 
has also stated that it is primarily a Central Government subject. As fai 
as tlie Government of Bengal is concerned, Sir, I may tell him that w( 
have got every sympathy with the seamen and from time to tinjje whenevei 
opportunity has arisen we have represented their case to the G(!^emmenl 
of India. As a matter of fact on the last occasion when I was at Delhi 

1 had a talk on many important matters affecting the seamen with the 
member in charge of that department, especially two or three points 
which Dr. Malik has mentioned. Sir, the result of that discussion I am 
sot in a position to disclose here but I can assure my friends that the 
Hon’ble Jlember in charge, Sir Aaizul Haque, is very kindly considering 
the question and it is hoped that very substantial relief will be given very 
soon. More than that I cannot say at present. 

After the war . (Mr. Atul Chandea Sen: After the war!) 

T^s, after the war ; but what you expect about the war will never 
materialise; you will be disappointed. After the war, it is hoped that 
the position of the seamen will be immensely better. 

Sir, I shall now take up the question of dearness allowance. 
Mr. Mukherjed has mentioned that as far as dearness allowance is concerned 
this Government is not doing anything. Sir, the time at my disposal is veiy 
ihort and I shall not go into the details of the case. But I may inform my 
that as far as the dearness allowaAttl is concerned reference has been 
pode from time to time to the adjudicator by whom the rate of the dearness 
iUowanoe has been adjusted on several occasions. Futthermore, 
Mr. Mukherjea has^imself stated that along with dearness allewapee tha^ 
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ifl a system in Bengal of supplying foodgrains at concession rates. In this 
province, Sir, where the prices of foodgrains had gone up abnormally, this 
concession of supplying foodgrains at subsidized rates in addition to the 
dearness allowance is not a small boon that has been granted. Further, Sir, 
Mr. Mukherjee has mentioned about the position in Bombay. But I may 
inform Mr. Mukherjee that there is going on a move in Bombay to reduce 
the dearness allowance there. But if I sugge*^t a reduction in the dearness 
allowance here I do not know how^ it will be received by the people of this 
province. 

Now, Sir, so far as the quc.stioii of strike is concerned, the Government 
policy is no longer confined to the i»revention of strikes. Government have 
now got tlic machinery for the adjudi<*ation of disputes. The prestmt policy 
of (jovernment witli regard to the que.stion of Labour is that there should 
be security of tenure, tlial is^ no man cun be discharged except on good 
and sufBcient grounds; no man i*an Ix' punished lor being a member of a 
trade union; adetiuate ^^uges, housing, sitkncs.s, insurance, provident fund, 
maternity benefit, employment of women and reduction in hours of work. 
Sir, that is the policy of Government. So far as the question of prevention 
of strikes is concerned, it is true that under the Ordinance and Special 
Order the workers are prevented from going on strike without proper notice, 
hut it is not correct to say that whenever their «M)inplaints are brought to 
the notice of the Labour (Commissioner, no action is taken. I can assure 
the Hou«e that whtmever the Tiuhour (himmissioiicr has failed in bringing 
about a conciliation he has relcrrcd the matter to (iovernment for adjudi- 
cation. And, Sir, the (iovernment has never refrained from referring the 
matter for adjudication irrespective of the fact whether the matter refers 
to a European or Indian firm. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: I can cite thousands of cases where you have 
failed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIM: I can state for 
Mr. Mukherjee’s information that he cannot mention one single case where 
reference tor adjudication has not been made. Wherever a complaint has 
been made and the matter has been cmiuired into and referred to Govern- 
ment by the Labour Comiiiissioner, the (iovernment never refused to refer 
it for adjudication. 

So far as tlie questiou of statistics is concerned, 1 admit that some time 
ago arrangements were not very satisfaclorj but rei'ently orders have been 
issued for the collection of statistics for prices of commodities, housing, 
water-supply, indebtedness, wages and other earnings of workers. Statistics 
for stoppages of work, number of days and wages lost already are fairly 
complete. Statistics for cost of living index figures arc being improved 
from time to time. The Labour Commissioner is already engaged in con- 
ducting enquiries into family budgs !s and it is hoped that satisfactory index 
for industrial areas would soon be published. 

Now, Sir, as regards the point raised by Dr. Sanyal regarding notifica- 
tion of banks under the Bengal Money-lenders Act I may inform the Hohm 
that although this particular matter is included in the budget of tW» 
department, actually the administration of the matter has nothing to do 
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with this department. I am sure that when the report of this debate is 
placed in the hands of my honourable colleague, the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib, 
he will take due notice of it. 

Sir, as far as the Labour Welfare Centres are concerned, I personally 
feel that we have not been able to make adequate provisions for the labour 
centres. Within last -two years labour centres increased from ID to 32, 
grants from Bs. 20,000 to Rs. 32,000. These centres are very useful not 
only for supplying information of labour unrest, but for recreation of 
workers and contact between workers and Government labour oflBcers. 

Sir, as far as the charges of corruption in the department and maladminis> 
tration are concerned, they are very vague. No one has been able to say 
anything about the maladministration of the department. As far as 
appointments and transfers are concerned. Sir, every one knows that under 
peculiar conditions recently prevailing in Bengal large number of officers 
were taken away from one department to another department. Khan 
Bahadur Murshedi, who was the Deputy Labour Commissioner, was taken 
away to the Rationing Office. In that vacancy the man next to him, who 
was an Assistant Labour Commissioner, was promoted. I am surprised 
that these complaints have been made. 

A special organisation for the recruitment of unskilled labour has been 
established in this province and a committee has been formed in which the 
Bengal Government, the Military — both British and American — and 
various employers are represented. It is a most important work and 
Mr. Abu Talib has been appointed by the Labour Commissioner as Secretary 
to that Committee, and in that vacancy the next man, the Assistant Com- 
missioner, namely, K. M. Azad, has been promoted. I shall be very glad 
if Dr. Sanyal can cite any instance where any — what he called — relations 
of the Ministers have been promoted superseding the claims of any other. 
It is no use making such vague charges and simply going on making such 
insinuations. My honourable colleague Mr. Pain did say something that 
*day and I need not repeat it, all I can say that with all the efforts the 
Opposition has not been able to adduce any convincing instance of any 
maladministration during the present regime. 

With these words I oppose all the cut motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is about 6, one minute only remaining. I think it 
is desirable that I put the motions now. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 12,000 for 
expenditure under the head “5 — Salt’^ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 12,000 for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced 
by Ba. 100 was then put and lost. 

motion of Mr. Patiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 12,000 for 
cinBditure under the head ”5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then 
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The motion of the Hon*ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin that a sum of 
Ra. 12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt'*, was then 
put and agreed to. 

57<~Mi8oellaneous. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 27,20,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous’* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the policy of the Government regarding the allowances given to 

State prisoners and detenus; 

(ii) inadequacy of the provisions on the head “Donation for Charitable 

Purposes’* especially regarding maintenance of famine orphans; 
and 

(Hi) failure of the Government to start poor funds sought to be created 
under the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Act, 1939, 


was then put and a division taken wdth the following result: — 


AMil Mifli, Hr. mt. 

ANal Jaltkar Palwiii, Mr. Mi. 

AMmI Malitf, MmIvI (Mynitiiilath). 

AkSal Wabtd, Maulvl. 

ANnr Rasiak, MmIvI. 

Aba Heisata tarkar, Maalvl. 

AliaH All Eaafttpuri. Khan SahaEur Mavlana. 
AhMa< Kkan, Mr. 

AiiM««dln Ahmad, Mr. 

Aihar AH. Maalfl. 

Badraddala. Mr. dyad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Barat A^ Mr. Md. 

Barmt, Mr. Pui|iajit 
Bmmaii. Mr. Uiftndra Nath. 

Bara, Mr. dantora Kiimw. 

Bhawmll^ Or. Bohindi Chandra. 

Biiwaa, Mr. durandra Nath. 

Ohattapadkyay. Mr. Nvipad|u 
Chaadhnrl, Rai Hartndra Nath. 

Daa, Bahn Radhanath. 

Dat Bapta, Dr. «. M. 

Daa QMPta, drijut Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirandra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. dukamar. 

DotU Bupta. Mill Mira. 

Edhar, Mr. Uplndranath. 

Pailal Nmi, Mr. A. K. 

MrT’Atul Kriihna. 
ttiosaadla Ahmad, Mr. 

BaUmlarmar Haiaini, Mr. dhah dyad. 

Bnata. Mr. datath Chandra. 

BySIddfa Ahmad Chaudhary, AlhiMJ. 
•iSlhallah, Nawah Bahadur K.. at Dacca. 

Natan All Chowdhory, Mr. dyad. 

H^am All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
dalan, Mr. I. 0. „ , , 

danah All Majumdar, Maulvl. 


AYE8--7S. 


Khan, Mr. Dadandra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlihitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Baku Aihutaih. 

Mail, Mr. Aduralta Kumar. 

Majumdar. Mri. Hamaprava. 

Mandai, Mr. Birat Ohaadra. 

Maniruztaman lilamkadi, Maulaaa Md. 
Maaktrjac, Or. dyamaaratad. 

Muhammad Ihrahlm, Maulvl. 

Muhammad doliaman, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Mukhcrii, Mr. Dhiraadra Narayan. 

Mukhcrjac, Mr. B. 

Mukhtr)i, Or. dharal Ohaniri. 

Multick, Irljut AibutPih. 

Muitata All Ocwan, Maulvl. 

Nandy, Maharpla driichandra. at Outiimkaaar. 
Naiktr, Mr. Htm Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr, Tarlalaharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Roy, Mr. KIran dankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
danauliah. Dr. 
danyal. Or. Nalinakiha. 
danyat, Mr. daianka dtkhar. 
don, Mr. AtuI Chandra, 
don, Mr. Dhlrondra Nath, 
don, doptih Chandra, Rai Bahadnr. 
dtn-Qu^a, Mrt. Nclilo. 
dhamiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 
dhamtuddin Ahmvd Khunfkar, Mr. 
dhamsul Hud% Maulana. 
dirtha, drlJut Manindra Bhutan, 
dur. Mr. Hartndra Kumar. 

TofM Ah mod Ohtndhnry, Maolvl Haji. 

Waiiur Rahman, Maulvl. « 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. * 


NOE»-1ie. 


m Vlkrampurl, Maalvi Md. 


Aktfut Adit. 

Abdul MBfi, Mr. Ml«a. 

Abdul Nafcttm^"- 
Abdul MaWm,/' 

Abdul Makim I 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul MamM dhah. Maulvl. 

Abdul *tbbar, Maulvl. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

AMar RubmiuJChan Btkadur A. F. M. 

amw ••‘•'S'**!- 

AMuf tbub^ MAtttl Md. 

Abut f M*. 

ANul Wraaiu Abmud, Mr. 

Abul Mraud, Ka^ 


Ahmod All Mridha, Maulvl. 

Ahmod Nocaln, Mr. 

Alfazuddlu Ahmod, Khan Rubadur MaulvL 
Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Auiad Hotiain Khua, Kbaa tahadar Maalvi. 
Bad! Abmod Choudhury, Kbau Bahadur Na|i. 
Barman, Baku dhyama Prucad. 

Bicwai, Mr. Baclk Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. daiindra Ratb. 

Obakrabarty, Baku Narradra Narayaa. 
Obippondalt, Mr. d. W. 

CiarLMr. I. A. 

Daa, Rai dabib Aaukaf Ohaadra. 

Daa, Rai Oahib KirH Dbuaaa. 

Dao, Mr. Munmubaa. 

Dam, Baba Dchaudra Rath. 

Kmdadui I 


I Naana, KaaL 

Farhui iaaa Kbaaaia, Buguai 
“ -■ “ liabadur 


Maulvl. 


Oaadir, Kbaa Bahadur 
Rahmtu, Mr. (Bautt). 
Ralima^ Mr. (Mymaat 
Mr. D,. 0.1.1. 

Balaai TabbrnU AbMBBMd, MaaM. 
•MBfc, Mr. R. A. 


iiiagb). 
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{(MMI, tli< Hm'IM Hr. TuM Oliutra. 

f fHNkit Mr. 0. 

i«riR|. Mr. D«Mltr ttiifh. 

NMUmMu OhtHliurij MmIM. 

HanMiMin AkinMl, kli«R lahM. 

Hataaaiaamaa, Khaa taliM Maaltl Mi. 

Naalaa Mankti, Mn., M.B.E. 

Nataaially iaaiaiar, Kiiaa tahll MaulvL 
Haywaai. Mr. Raiart. 

Haairv, Mr. Davii. 

Mlrteal, Mr. M. A. O.B.E. 

Haifa, Mr. H. R* 

lirii Aliinai Mia, Maalvf. 

iatlaiaiiia Abmai, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kahlraiiln Khan, Khaa Bahaiur Maulvi. 

Katan All Mirta, lahlhzaia Kawan iah Cyad. 
Kannaiy, Mr. I. B. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

MaRharMU, Mr. a. p. 

Maiiuddin Ahmad, Khan iahih Maulvi (Tiapara). 
Mauial, Mr. Amrltal^. 

Manial, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Manial, Mr. iagat Chandra. 

Mandal, tha Haa'bla Mr. tloiandra Nath. 

Manial, Mr. Kriihna Praiaa. 

Maniruiiln Ahhand, Maulvi. 

Masiii Ali Khan Panni. AI Had| Maulvi. 
Mahammai AH, Khan Bahadur. 

MehHn AH, Mr. Md. 

Marfan, Mr. Q.. C.I.E. 

Mailam AH Moilah, Maulvi M. 

Masammal Huf, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Moilah, Mr. 

Muhammad lihaqua, Maulvi. 


Muhammad larall, MauHrl. 

Muhammad Clidifua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syai. 
Mukariaa, tha Hon’bia Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

MulHca, Mr. Mukunia Bakary. 

Muiliak, tha Hon'bia Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

Muaharruft Hoitain,tha Hon'bia Nawab, Khaa Bafeaiui 
Ruarullah, Nawabiaia K. 

Rooruidin, Mr. K. 

Pain, tha Hon’bia Mr. Baraia Proaanaa. 

Powall, Mr. d. A. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Saiaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 
baflruddin Ahmad, Maji. 
bahoba-Alam, Mr. fyad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhniudan. 

Sarajul lilam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon’bia Mr. Khwaia, C.B.E. 
Shahadali, Mr. 

Sinrha. Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Lttta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Oibourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’bia Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, tha Hon’bia Mr. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker. Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 

Whitehead. Mr. R. B. 

Wordiworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yuiuf AH Choudhury, Mr. 

Ziliur Rahman Snah Choudhury, Maulvi. 


The AyeR being 78 and the Noes 110, the motion was lost. 

The motion of llai llarendra Nath ((jliandhiiri that ihe demand of 
Rfl. 27,20,000 \inder the head “57— Misc’ellaneous” he redneed by Its. 100 
which was moved to I'oise a disenssioii about tlie inadequacy of the budget 
provision and ihe nee(‘S.sity of tbt’ appoinl mkmiI (d a ('ommittee of all 
parties in tlie Legislature to frame suitable ru](‘s lor Ibe grant of proper 
allowances and family allowances to the lirisnners and detenus and their 
families was then put and a division taken wilh t1u‘ following result: 


(AYE8~76.) 


Abdul Midi, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul dabbar Paiwan, Mr Md. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mym«niinfh|. 

Abdul Wahtd, Maulvi. 

Abdur Rauak, Maulvi. 

Abu HoMaia Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abmtd All Enayttpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ailmuddin Abmtd, Mr. 

Aibar All, Maulvi. 

Badruddfja. Mr. Sytd. 

•auarlaajdr. Pramatha Natb. 

•anarjl, Mr. P. 

Baral All. Mr Md. 

Rarma, Rlr. Puspajit. 

Rarmaa, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Raiu, Nrr. Santuah Kumar. 

•hawmik, Dr. Bublnda Chafdra. 

RHurat, Rabu Ukibmi Rarayan. 

Bbuttapadbyay, Mr. Harlpada. 

Bbaudaurl, Rai Harandra Natb. 

Dai, Dabu Radbanatb. 

Daa Bupta, Dr. d. M. 

Dm Bupta. trijut Narvndra Natb. 

Dalta, Mr. Dbirandra Natb. 

DulHl, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. sukumar. 

Dutta Bupta, Miu Mira, 
libar, Mr. I^adranulb. 

Paalal Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Bhuali, Mr. AtuI Kritbaa. 
tiMuMn Abmad, Mr. 

•alam Sarwar HMalni, Mr. sbab Sytd. 

Bupta, Mr. dugaib Obandia. 

•yMuddIu ABubd Obaudhury. AlbadJ. 
Hublbullah. Nawab iahadur r., af Daeaa. 

Mmuu AH^uwdburi. Mr. Syad. 

HMliaHi All Khaa. r 
dtfau, Mf. i. A. 


, Kiiaa Rabaiur Maalvl. 


donab Ali Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Khan, Mr. Dtbendra Lall. 

Kuniiu, Mr. NUhlthanath. 

Labiri, Babu Ashutoih. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman itlamabadi, Maulaaa Md. 
Meokarjee, Dr. syamapratad. 

Muhammad AtzaJ, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad bnlaiman, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhirtndra Narayan. 

Mukhtrlee, Mr. B. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Aihutoth. 

Muitafa AH Dtwan, Maulvi. 

Natker, Mr. Htm Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L 
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatba Nath. 

Roy. Mr. Patiram. 
tanauHah, Dr. 
fanyaJ, Dr. Nallnaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Satanka Sakkar. 

Son, Hr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirtndra Nath. 

Sen, dHtth Chandra, Ral iahadur. 
lon-Bupta, Mn. NoHft. 

Shamtuddin Ahmtd, Mr. 

Shamthddin Ahmod Khondkar, Mr. 

Shamiul Huda, Maulana. 

Siab^ trijut Manindra BhuMa. 
sur. Mr. Haraadra Kumar. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


(NOESr-IIB.) 


Abiul Hukaii 
AbiBi HaktaB, 


1 , Mr. Hina 


MM. 


jaissis.'Krrr’’"’-' 

AMI HmM UM. MaM. 
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WalMk Kkm, Khu Miaivr. 

AMtr RaUmft. kliia lakaivr A. F. M. 

AMF ftaitliM WaliiiMi, Mr. 

AiSr ItMiMti, HMlvi Mi. 

AM»r Mwrt, Kfcaa Aaftaiar Maahri s. (Mavrail. 
AMar Raat, khaa tahaiar tiai (Raanarl. 
Aftiat thaliaai. MaaNi Mi. 

Aial Fail. Mr. Mi. 


Afeal Maaata kkaiaip Mr. 
AMil Maiai, Katl. 

Aial Qataai. Maalvl. 
AiaMi An MrUia. MaaNL 


Altaaaiila Aiaiai, Khaa Rahaiar Maalvi. 
AaOr AU Mta, Maalvi Mi. 

Aalai Naivaia Khaa, khaa Rahaiar Maahri. 
Mail AhBMi Ohaaihary, Khaa Rahaiar Naji. 
Raraiaa, Raha shyaaia Praiai. 

RItwat, Mr. RatM Lai. 

Rhakraharly. Mr. iaUaira Nath. 

Ohakraharty, Raha Maraaira Narayaa. 
RhlMtaiala, Mr. i. W. 

Mm. Mr. I. A. 

Oait Rai tahih Aaakal Chaaira. 

Raa, Ral lablh KIrH Rbaiaa. 

Oaa, Mr. Maaaiahaa. 

Dan. Raha Othaaira Nath. 

Eaaiaial Naiaa, Kail. 

Parhat Raaa Khaaaai , Rtiaai. 

Faalal Oaailr, Khaa Rahaaar Maalvi. 

Paalar Rahaiaa, Mr. (OaMt). 

FaMar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Myanatlagh). 

•laiilat, Mr. D.. O.I.E. 

•aUua Rahhaal Ahaaiaiai, Maalvi. 

RaBMi, Mr. R. A. 

•aawaail, tha Haa'bla Mr. Talti Ohaaira. 
RrMItha. Mr. 0. 

RaraiMt Mr. OaiaNr tlayh. 

HaRiaiila Ohaaihrl, Maalvi. 

Naailiviila Ahnai, Khaa lahlh. 
NaMaanaaiaa, Khaa Sahih Maalvi Mi. 
Nailaa Manhai. Mn.. M.R.C. 

NalaaiaUy iaaiaiar, Khaa lahlh Maalvi. 
Hapwaai, Mr. Ratara. 

Raairy, Mr. DavM. 

Rlrlial. Mr. M. A. F., O.R.E. 

Haifa, Mr. N. R. 

lirh Ahaiai Mia, Maalvi. 

iaalaiaiila Ahaiai, Khaa Rahaiar Maalvi. 


KiMvwMIa Khaa, Khaa Rah^ar 

Kaaaai AN Mink aabMaaiaKma INI hfiA, 
Kaaaaiy. Mr. 1. 1. * 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Ohaaira. 

MiFhartaa, Mr. R. F, 

MaRiaiiia Ahani, Khaa tahih Maalvi |Tippira|. 
Maaial. Mr. AairRa Ul. 

Maaiai, Mr. Raaka Raharl. 

Maaial, Mr. iagal Ohaaira. 

Maaial. lha Naa*hia Mr.iattaira Nalh. 
M a ai w i i la Akaai, MaalvT 
Maiai All Khaa Faaat, AKNail 
MahaaiaMi AU, Khaa Rahater. 

Mahala All, Mr. Mi. 


*Nlaift£! MaaM M. 


I All 

Maaaauaal Nat, Maalv. 

MahaiaauMl A^l NMtaa MaRah, Mr. 
Mahaaiaiai lahaaaa, Maahri. 

Mahaaiaiai laraN, Maalvi. 

Mahaaiaiai iMiltaa, Khaa Rahaiar Dr.lyti. 
Maktrlta, tha Naa'hia Mr. Tarakaalb, M. k t. 
Mvlllhk. Mr. Mafcaaia Rthan. 

Maittek, tha Naa'Mt Mr. FalM Rahary. 
Mvihamit NaiMla, lha Naa'Ma Naaah, Khaa 


Ntianllah, Nawahtaia K. 

Naaraiila, Mr. K. 

Pala, tha ilaa'hia Mr. Raraia Praaaaaa. 
Pawail, Mr i. A. 

Raiaar Rahaiaa Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohaaaajay. 

•aiaraiila Ahaiai, Mr. 

•aOrviila Ahaiai, Nall 
laiaha-Alaai. Mr. ly^ 

•allai, Mr. a. A. 

•arkar. Riha Maihataiaa. 

•arajai lilaai, Mr. 

IhahahaMla, tha Naa'Ma Mr. Khivala, O.RJI. 

•hahaiall, Mr. 

tiMha, Raha Kihaira Rath. 

tliviv, Raha Utta Maaia. 

•aiaft, Mr. i. R. 
laiyth-Oihaaraa, Mr. D. R. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 

lahrawariy, tha Naa'Ma Mr. N. I. 

TMiliaiila Rhaa. tha Naa*Ma Mr. 

Tharaiaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Walkar, Mr. i. R. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M., 0. i. I. 

WbHahMi. Mr. R. R. 

Warivwarfli. Mr. W. 0^ 0. 1. 1. 

VaMf Ail Ohaaihury, Mr. 

Zillar RahMaa lhah Ohaaihury, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 76 and the Noes 115, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami that a snm of 
Rs. 27,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellane- 
ous”, was then put and agreed to. 


47— MiscellanRouR Oepartiiioiits. 

The motion of Mr. B. Mukherjee that the demand of Rh. 5,58,000 for 
expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. B. Mukherjee that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 for 
expenditure under the head ‘‘47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sunyal that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Mis<*eI^aneous Departments” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum af 
Bs. 5,58,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘47— Miscellaneoiu 
Departments”, was then put and agreed to. 

11— RifitlrttlMi. 

TIir Hofl’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 23^87,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ”11 — Registration”. 

The motion war then put and agreed to. 



oasiLiLaf!^ jras'«BAiff6 
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Lohm md Advanoat. 

tM HM'Ua.Ilr. Y4ll.il OHANQRA OOSWAMit Sir^ m tlw noaai. 

mei^dati^n of His 'Eicolloncy the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Es.' 1,50,97,000 jbO' graated for expenditure under the head “Loane and 
AdTUices bearing f* 

Tke motion wm tli^n put and agreed to. 

^ MMItatiOMfy aiiff Printing nncf Depreciation Reserve FmwI 
# Covemment Presses. 

Tlii HeiPIMe Mr. TUtSl CHANbRA C08WAMI; Sir, on the reoein- 

mendation of His Excellency the (idvenior, ] beg to move that a sum ei 
Be. .$1*01,400 be granted for expendituie under the head “56 — Stationery 
and Printing and Depreciation ReHe^ve Fund — Government Presses” 

Tbs motion was then put and agreed to. 

38-T8oiantiflb Departments. 

The Hen’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Sir, on the recommendation of 

His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 30,100 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “3G— Scientific Departments”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

8— Stamps. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 7,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

SS^oits and Pilotage. 

^ The Hon’hle Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. Sir, on the recommendation 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,65,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “30— Ports and Pilotage”. 

• „Tbe motion was then pjut and agreed to.\‘ 

. Interest-Free Advances. 

The Non’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
. lU. 8,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Interest-Free 
Advances”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

^W-^nperiniiuMion tikmawM and pensions”, ”65A— Gommutatione of 
pmsloni finanaod from ordinary rsvonuss”, and “83 — Payment of 
OMMiiutad value of pensions not charged to revenue.” 

The Hen’bto Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, on the recoic- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Bs. 83,85,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads ”55 — Super- 
annuation yiowanoes and pensions”, “55A — Commutations of pensiofis 
financed ferbm ordinary revenues” and “88— Payment of coi^niuted value 
of pensions”. T 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Aigou mi ni Ht 

iFiU 'Hi^lse was then adjourned at 6-35 p.m. till 10 a.m. on 
the lit of Apfil,' 1844, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
iNSiMkUNHMuCeoe ^ 




Iti<fex to the 

Bengal Legislative Assembly Proceedings. 

(Official Report) 

VoL LXVII— No. a-Eighterath Session, 1944. 

The 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th. 18th, 20A, 21st 2Jrd. 24«i. 
25th, 27th. 28th. 29th and 30th. March 1944. 


((Q.) Stands for question.] 


Abdul Azii, Maulana 

Demand for Grants — 

37 — Education — General . p. 32. 


Abdur Rfuf, Khan Rahadur Shah 

Demand for Grante— 7 — ^Land Eare- 
nue : pp. 284-B6. 


Abdul Hakim, Mauivi 


Demand for Grants — 

7 — Land Revenue : pp. 288-89. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampun, MauM Md. 

Promotion in the Finance Department 
and claims of the Muslims <Q.) 
p. 47. 

Abdul Latif Biswat, Maulvi 

Number of appointments in the All- 
pore Collt'ctorate ; (Q.) p. 46. 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Demand for Grants — -17 — Miscellaneous 
Departments; pp. 628-30. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi 


Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture : pp. 488-89, 49.1-94. 

42 — Cooperation : p. 82. 

37— Education— General : p. W. 

63— Extraordinary charges in India ; 

pp. 394-95. 

54 — Famine : pp. 569-70. 

43 — Industries— Industries . p. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. , 

13 — Other Taxtvi and Duties 

39lWbKt Health: op. 4^. 473-74 

Proposed supply of certain eejei^tia 
commodities to members of 
Legislative Assembly ; (Q ) P- 48.1. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 


Demand for Grant^ t notice 

27 — Administration of Jusik® 

eS^E^raordinary charges: pp. 407- 
408 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements 

p. 33/. Ill 1*4 

8— Prorincial Excise; pp. . 

Point of ordor a« reptrd* oruiciple ot 
Arainiug : P- 289. 


Ahdur Raziak, Maulvi 

Demand for Grants — 

37 — Education— General : pp. 26-29. 
10 — Forest : p. 102. 

25 — General Administration— Gene, 

ral Administration : pp. 168-69. 

Abaanoa 

Of number-plntes in some military 
motor vehicles : (Q.) p. 92. 

Abu Hotaain Sarfcar, Maulvi 
Number of deaths from starvation in 
Rangpur district : (Q.) p. 6. 

Number of aak* deeds registered in 
Rani^pur : (Q.) p. 441. 

Prohibition of manufacture of gur in 
certain places of North Bengal : 
IQ.) p. 48. 

Requisition of paddy and rioe by 
Govemment under Defence of India 
Rules: (Q.) p. 4. 

Abul Hoaalii Ahmad, Mr. 

Demand for Grants— 29 — ^Police : 
pp. 325.26. 

R44tail distribution of kerosene in 
Netmkona : (Q.) p. 615. 


Fire — in Down Dacca Mail : (Q.> 

p. 126. 

Ahmad Alt MrMha, Maulvi 

Demand for Grants— 

Industries— Indnstries : pp. 246- 

^ 7 . 

XVII — Irrigation, etc.: pp. 64243. 

7 — Land Avenue ; pp. W363, 

Ahmad Haaaaiti, Mr, 

Demand for Grants — 

28— Jails and Convict Bettlamania : 
p. 339. 

38— Medical : pp. 46364. 


GfBlii. 
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AtMMid Khan, Mr. tyatf 

Demand for grants — 54 — Famine : 
pp. 584^. 

Alfazuddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 

Allied prosecution of certain Mus- 
lims in Tamluk subdivision; (Q.) 
p. 172. 

Alleged caning of a chaukidaf by 
Additional l^lief Officer of Bheg- 
wanpur: (Q.) p. 9. 

Alltfad daarth of tmah ooina 

In stations of Bengal and Assam Bail- 
way: (Q.) p. 441. 

AUtgad proaaoution 

Of certain Muslims in Tamluk sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 172. 

Allagad supply of karosana 

By Vice-President of Senhati Union 
Board: (Q.) pp. 562-63. 

AppHoatlont 

For leave of absence: pp. 17-18. 

Appointmanta 

In the Alipore Oollectorate, Number 
of-: (Q.) p. 46. 

Arrangamant 

For teaching of Urdu in colleges ol 
Bengal : (Q.) p, 443. 

Arrait 

And release of Babu Clour Chandra 
Saha: (Q.) p. 170. 

Aulad Hotaain Khan, Khan Bahadur 

Mtulvi 

Expenditure incurred annually for 
maintaining additional Assistant 
Registrars of Co-operative Societies ; 
(Q.) P. 355. 

Grant of Government subsidy to 
Central Co-operative Banks. (Q.) 
p. 227. 

Payihent of det<*rnii nation fees by Co- 
operative 8ocieti(‘s under section 18 
or Bengal Agricultural DebUirs 
Act: (Q.) p. 228. 

Supply of ration at c<uici'«»ioii rates 
to gRKetted officers drawing below 
Re. 300: (Q.) pp. 270-71. 

Axhar All, Mauhri 

Demand for Grante — 27 — Administra- 
tion of Justice: pp. 54-65. 

Lands acquired for the purpoee of 
using as a public park in Pabna: 
(Q.) pp. etxTto. 

Badi Ahmad Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture ; pp. 496-97. 

50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil 
Works nut charged to revenue: 
p. 666. 

10— Forest: pp. 100-pl. 

25 — General Administration — Gene- 
ral Administration: pp. 163-64. 


Bj^^Ahmad Ohaadhwy, KhM Bahadur 

XVII — Irrigation, etc.: pp. 541-42. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 279^1. 

— ^Medical: pp. 45041. 

5— Salt: p. 618. 

Muslim prayer room in the Court 
building of Chittagong: (Q.) p. 52. 

Bailing out 

Polluted water from tanks in saline 
affected areas of Midnapore and 
supply of sweet water: (Q.) p. 221. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India • 
pp. 38547. 

25--^eneral Administration : 

pp. 19£^97. 

5 — Salt : pp. 616-18. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

8- 5 — Capital outlay on provincial 

schemes connect^ with the war, 
1939: pp. 43647. 

6*‘l — Extraordinary charges in India • 
pp. ;38.‘145. 

22— Intercast on debt and other obli- 
gations; pp. 294-96. 

Banerlee, Mr. Bibnath 

Compi'iisation paid to victims oi 
enemy bombing: (Q.) p. 177. 
Contribution by security prisoners ot 
the Presidency Jail for the desti- 
tute: (Q.) pp. 351-52. 

Co-operativ(‘ stores for distribution ol 
ration and procurement of amun 
crop: (Q.) p. 222. 

Curtailment ot certain privileges ol 
seourity prisoners. (Q.) p. 400, 

Barma, The Hon’ble Mr. Premhari 

Demand tor Grants— 

10— Eorest ; pp. 98, 102-105. 

43 — IndustriiKS— Cinchona : pp. 261, 
266-67. 

H — Provinciul K.xcise pp. 105-108, 

no. 

Barman, Mr. Upendl^a Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India; 
pp. 36263. 

25 — General Administration : 
pp. 197-98. 

41 — Veterinary : p, 517. 

Baaia 

Of declaring a di.strict as surplus 
one: (Q.) p. 1. 

Baau, Mr. Bantoth Kumar 

Demand for Grant — 63 — Extraordinary 
charges : pp. 406-10. 

Bengal Government Prose 

Promotion in the: (Q.) p, 97. 

Bhowmik, Dr. GoMnda ChatMira 

Alleged caning of a chaukidar by 
Additional Relief Officer of Bhag- 
wanpur; (Q.) p. 9. 
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iltwmik, Dr. DtUnit eUamlra— concH. 
Demand for Grants — 

25— General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration : pp. 167-68. 

43 — Industries — Cinchona : p. 261. 

7 — Land Revenue : p. 287. 

29 — Police: p. 325. 

41 — Veterinary ; p. 517. 

BIriimyrt, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Demand for Grant — — General Atl- 

ministration — General Administra- 

tion : pp. 151-52. 

Bombing 

111 Feni : (Q.) pp. 344-47. 

Calcutta Police 

Promotion in — : (Q.) pp. 523-24. 

Campbell Medical School 

OIosHik of — Hint' die in Noveuihor. 
1943 (Q.) pp. .302-,3(l7. 

Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada 

Demand for Grants — 

2H — Jails and Convict Settienieiit.s 
pp. 337-38 

29 — Police pp 318-2(1. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath 

Demand tor Grants — 

40 — AKnculture pp. 497-7)00. 

63 — Fxtraordinary char^'e*' in India 
pp 364-66. 

.>4 — Famine pp. 574-76. 

25 — General Admnii.drntion 

pp 187-90. 

57 — Misct'llaneous pp 622-23 

8 — Provincial Kxcis<‘ pp. 108-11 
Number of |H'rsoiis trunl and convnt' 

ed under SihhuiI Courts Ordnian,<e 
(No. fl of 1942). (Q.) p 347. 

Ordinance II of 1942 and appeal ol 
Bengal Government to Priv^ (\)un- 
cil: (g.) p. 10. 

Removal of destitutes by the khak- 
sars . fQ.) p. 129. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture : pj). 509-10. 

Cloeing 

Of Oamijbell Mt*dical School '<iue die 
in Novembi'r, 1943. (Q.) pp. -Kf-' 

fl07. 

Of the southern road to the Legisla- 
tive Building. DiscnHsion about — . 
pp. 565416. 

Collection of vital statittics 

Government department responsible 
for — of Bengal. (Q.) pp. 56(Mjl. 

Combating 

Malaria bv anti-pistia operation , (Q.) 
pp. 353-^. 

Componeation 

Paid to victims of enwny bombing . 

(Q.) p. 177 . 


Compiamu 

Against persons I'oiiduciing searches 
in (suineition with antLhoarding 
drive; (Q.) pp, 15-16, 

Condition 

Of people of salimvaffiN'tiMl aroee o! 
Contai and Tainluk subdirieioiia : 
(Q.) p. 16. 

Conftscation 

Of paddy by Governineni. Rule* 
for--; (Q.) p. 8. 

Contnbution 

By .si>eurity prisoners of the Presiden- 
cy Jail for the di«titute; (Q.) 

' pp. .'151-53. 

Control thopt 

Praver for opening — at every villoge 
of Cbanaibarpiir Union: ((J.) 
p. 487. 

Cooperative stores 

For distribution of ration and pro- 
curmnent ol niiuin crop : (Q.) 

p. 222. 

Cost 

Of constnictioii of evaciuH«s’ shelters 
in Himgbly district: (Q.) pp. 311- 
15. 

Crovrding 

, Ol lobbies by vi.sitors. Point raised 
by Mr. Sasanka Sekbar Sanyal ; 
p. .164 . 

Cultivable waste lands in Bengali (Q.) 

p. 442. 

Curtailment 

Of certain pnvilegi-s of security pri- 
soners; (g.) p. 460. 

Cut motion 

Point ol order regarding putting ot 
a—, pp. 424-26. 

Demagcd foodstuffs 

Hold by Government. (Q.) p. 7. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan 

H(-<*ri)itin<mi of Lawyer-Magistrate: 

<g.) p. 9(1. 

Dae, Babu Radhanath 

Demand for Grants — 

.54 — Famine: pn. 576-78, 

2.5 — (ienera I A d m i n istra lion — Gone* 

ral Administration ; pp. 152-5.3. 

4.1 — Industries— Industries : p. 

28 — Jails and Convict Hettlemente : 
pp. 3:i4-;i6. 

3H~Medical ; pp. 45241^1. 

Helling of rice in Hoogbly-Chiiisura 
Municipal area; (Q.) p. 4, 

Daa Gupta, Dibit Khagofidra Nath 

Prospects of Jailors; (Q.) p. $2- 
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Dm Oupta, 8J. Naramira Nath 

Demand for Qrantn — 

37 — Education — General : pp. 3142. 
64 — Famine: pp. 667-69. 

25-'-General Adminuiraiion : 

pp. 193-96. 

7 — Land Revenue : pp. 281-82. 

29 — Police : pp. 321-^?. 
iHiioe of ration cardB to pcopli ol 
Bhola : (Q.) p. 94. 

Petition for settlement of certain 
khcm mahid lauds in Barisal : (Q.) 

p. 616. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

50~-Civil Works and Sl-X^ivil 
Works not chargtHl to l•even^n‘ . 
pp. 666-57. 

37 — Education — General ; pp. 19-22. 
6i‘3 — Extraordinary charges in India: 

pp. 357-60. 

54 — Famine: p. 586, 

25 — General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration pp, 140-44. 

XVII — Irrigation, etc.; pp. 5;i8-.39. 

7 — Land Revenue ; p. 288. 

38 — Medical . p. 451. 

57 — MiscellamouN : pp. 620-22. 


Damamf for Oranti 

38 — Medical : pp. 446-66. 

57*-Mi8cellaneous : pp. 620-24. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments : 

pp. 624-32. 

13— Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 118- 
25. 

29 — Police : pp. 316-30. 

•30 — Porte and Pilotage: p. 636. 

8 — Provincial Excise ; pp. 105-16. 

.‘19— Piibjic Health: pp. 46681, 482. 

11 — Registration; p. 635. 

5— Salt: pp. 61620. 

.‘16— Scientific Departments; p. 6;i6. 

{^Stamps : p. 6^. 

•56 — Stationery and Printing and De- 
preciation Reserve Fund-Govern- 
ment Presses : p. 636. 

5-5 — Superannuation allowances and 
Pensions, .)5A— Commutation of pen- 
sions financed from ordinary reve- 
nues aud S^^Payment of commuted 
value of pensions not charged to 
revenue: p. 636. 

41 — Vett'rinary: pp. 517-20. 

Depletion 

Ol cattle^ resources in Bengal and Gov- 
(*rnnient measures for protcK-tion : 
(QA pp. .‘10611. 


Death(t) 

Due to starvation in Rakurgani . (O.) 
p. 134. 

Due to starvation in Jessorc: (O.) 

p. 46. ^ 

Of u security prisoner m Borhamporc 
Special Jail . (Q.) ])p. 52.627. 

Oemanil for Grant! 

27— Administration of Justice; pp. .54- 

40 — Agriculture: pp. 488-517. 

85— Capital oiiilnv on provincial 
schemes coiiiUH'ted with the war. 
19;39: pp. 4;KM0. 

50— Civil Works and 81 — (''ivil Works 
not charged to Revenue- pp. 563-59. 
42 — Co-operatioii ; pp. 69-85. 

37— Education— Anglo-Indian und 
European : p. 44. 

37— Education— General : pp. 19-44. 

63 — Extraordinary Charges in India * 
pp. 366-99. 

63^Extraordinary Charges pp. 406- 

.54— Famine • pp. 566-600. 

19— Forest: pp, 98-10.5, 116. 

26— Gene ra 1 Ad m i n istra tion — Genera I 
Administration: pp. 140-68 and 
18J1-217. 

2.6-General AdmiiiiNtratioii— Debt 
Conciliation ; pp, a6HH. 

4.’1 — Industries — Cinchona; pp. 261-67 
Industries — Industries: pp. 2iM)- 

Interest-free advances; j>. 6*16. 

22 — Intc'reat on Debt and other obli- 
gations: pp. 293.‘i01. 

^ X \ 11— Irngaiiom etc. ; pp. 529453. 
W-^aUs and Convict Settlements 
^ PP- 38042. 

7— Laud Reveuua: pp, 272-98. 

Lo»iu 4ipd Advapoet : p, 636, 


Deputy Labour Commissioner: (Q.) 

p. 485. 

Deputy Speaker, Mr.: (Mr. Syed Jalah 
uddin Hashemy) 

Observation on Demand for Grants — 
22 — Interest on Debt and other 
obligations, pp. 29.5, 296, 299. .'kHl 
Observations and ruling on point ol 
order raised by Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddifji . ]). 289. 

Ob.servations and rulings on point ol 
order raised by Dr. NaJinaksha 
Sanyal . p. 290, 

Destitutes 

Removal ot — by the khaksars : (O.) 

p. 129. 

Distribution 

Of sUuulard elotli . (Q.) p. 13. 

District Magistrate 

And Additional District Magistrate ot 
Bakarganj : (Q.) p. 169. 

Diviiion(s) 

63 — Extraordinarj’ charges — 

On the cut motion of Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta: pp. 427-28. 

54 — Famine — 

On the motion of Mr. Kama! 

Krishna Ray : pp. 697-98. 

On the motion of Sj. Narendra Nath 
Das Gupta : pp. 598600. 

26 — General Administration — 

On Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta’s cut 
motion: pp. 212-13. 

On Maulvi Abdur Raxzak'a out 
motion: pp. 21616. 

57 — M i&eci laneous — 

On the motion of Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta: pp. 6.33^. 

On the motion of Rai Harendni 
Netb CSieadhnri: pp. 634495. 
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8 — Provincial Excise — 

On the motion of Maulvi Waliur Rah- 
Rahman: pp. 116-18. 

Dflui, Mr. Hartndra Nath 

Demand for Grants — XVJl — Irriga- 

tion, etc. : pp. 5:16-37. 

Dutti, Mr. Sukumar 

Cost of construction of evacuees’ shel- 
ters in Hooghlv distrut ■ (Q.) 

p. 311. 

Demand for Grants — 

42 — Co-operation ; np. 76-77. 

4 : 1 — Industries — Inaustnes: pp 252- 
53. 

Dutta*Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Voluntary suffering undergone by 
certain security prisoners of J’reni- 
dency Jail . (Q.) p. 461. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandra Nath 

Deaths due to starvation in Rakarganj ; 
(Q.) P. 134. 

District Magistrate and Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate of Hukarganj . (Q.) 
p. 169. 

Emdadift Hanua, Kazi 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges: pp, 414-16. 

Promotion in Calcutta Polite: (Q.) p. 
523. ^ , 

Recruitment ot Sub-InsjKHtors, Cal- 
cutta Police (Q.) p. 'til. 

Enquiry 

Into pending questions : p. 272. 

Regarding hunger-strike in Rajshahi 
Jail: p. 616. 

Eiaantiai oommodltiM 

Proposed supply of certain — to mem- 
bers of Bengal l>egislative Assembly. 
(Q.) p. 483. 

Expanditura 

Incurred annually for maintaining addi- 
tional Assistant Registrars of Lo- 
operative Societies; (Q.) pp- 355-56. 

Family alKNvanoa 

Grant of— to Babu Prafulla C’liandra 
Ghosh: (Q.) p. 403. 

Fadid QuadN*, Khan Bahadur Maidvl 

Demand for Grants— 

68— Extraordinary charges ui India: 

pp. 301-93. 

43— Industries — Industries: pp. 251-52 

Fazlur RMnan, Mr. 

A pplica tion for leave of abaanoa: p. 18 . 

Fira 

Accident .-in Down Dacca Mail : (Q.) 

p. 196. 


Faad artioiii 

Non-availabili^ of oartain— from tba 
market in Pabna diatrict aftar con- 
trol: (Q.) p. 48S, 

Food Oammitttai : (Q.) p. 404 

FoodMufft 

Supplied to restaurants, caf4a and 
hotels ill Chittagong town: (Q.) p. 


Ghoaa, Mr. AtuI KNihna 

Deaths due to starvation in Jessore; 

tQ.) p. 46. 

Deiniind for Grants — 

XVII — Irrigation, etc . . pp. 535-36. 
29 — Police : p. 

OjKmiiig of wutrolleti shop and supply 
o! Jessore district: (Q.) 

Ohoth, saiHi prafulla Chandra 

Grant of faniilv allowniuv to — : (Q.) 

p. ttVl. 


Giaauddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Demnnd for Grants— 


37 - Edm ation — General ; pp. 24-25, 
25— (ieneral Adimnist ration — General 
Administration, pp. 147-48, 190. 

43 -Industries— Industries ; pp. 2.37" 

m. 

28 — .Tails and Convict Hettleiiieiits ; 
p. 330. 

29 -Poluc. pp, 322-23. 


Oolam 8arwar Hoaalnl, Mr. Shah Sytd 

Demand lor Grunts-- 
40 — Agriculture. pp. 510-1.'. 

37— Education — General ; pp 29-31. 
6.‘1 — Extraordiiiarv (‘barges m India : 
pf». ,'189-91 

54 — I'aminc ; pp, 582-83. 

XVII— Irrigation, etc.; pp. 515-46 

7— Band Revenue: pp. 283-84, 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties; p. 12,3. 

8 — Provincial Excise : pp. 1X4-16. 

39 — Public Health; pp. 477-78. 

Qoawaml, the HOn’Mt Mr. Tuial Chandra t 

Demand for Grants — 

Interest-free Advances ; p. 636. 

22 — Interest on Debt and other obli- 
gations : pp. 293, 29<1, 3f,KP301 . 
ixians and nclvanoes : j>. (iiMi. 

57 — Miscellaneous: p. 620. 

.56 — Stationery and Printing and 
Depreciation Reserve Eund— Gov- 
ernment Presses: p. 636. 
r>5 Superannuation allowances and 
ptmsions, 5,5-A — Commutations of 
])ensiofis financed from ordinary 
revenues, and 83 — Payment ot 
commuted value of pensions not 
charged to revenue: p. 686. 

Presentation of Authenticated Supple- 
mentary Schedules of Expenditure: 
p, 19, 

Promotion in the Bengal Government 
Press: <Q.) p. 98. 

Promotion in the Finance Department 
and claims of the Miuslims: (Q.) 
p. 47. 
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MNWal, tk* Mr. TiiW MuM*a 
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lUtirement or death of Lino Operators, 
in the Bengal (government Press; 
(Q.) p. 10. 

Shortage of small coins: (Q.) p. 
Supply of ration at concession rates to 
* gazetted officers drawing below 
.Ss. 300: (Q.) pp. 271-72. 

'Wood purchased for Carpentry Sewion 
of Iwngal Government Press: (Q.) 
p. 97. 

QovirniMfit 

llepartment responsible for collection 
of vital statistics of Bengal: (Q.) 

pp. 660^1. 

Grant for construction of Maternity 
Home at Senhati, Khulna; (Q.) pp. 
348-49. 

Qrant 

Of Government subsidy to Central Co- 
, operative Bapks; (Q.) p. 227. 

Qrimtfit, Mr. C. 

Status of Legislative, Bengal Council 
and Assembly Departments: (Q.) 

p. 343. 

Q«ptA, Mr. j. N. 

Alleged supply of kerosene by Vice- 
President of Senhati Union Board : 
^ (Q.) P- 602. 

Government grant for construction of 
Maternity Home at Sinihati, Khulna: 
(Q.) pp. 348-49. 

Supply of kerosene oil, atta and .sugar 
at Senhati. Khulna: (Q.) p. 663. 

Qupta, Mr. JogMh Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

4(>-~Agriculture : pp, 499-91. 

63 — Extraordinary (sharges in India: 
pp. 393-94. 

64~Famine : pp. 573-74. 

43 — Industries — Industries; pp. 233- 


OyMuddin Ahmtd Chaudliiiry, Alhadj 

Demand for Grants — 
dS-ofibctraord inary charges in India: 
p. 372. 

Hamilton, Mr* K. A. 

Demand for Grant — 

39 — Public Health ; pp. 474-76. 

HIrtitl, Mr. M. A. F. 

Demand for Grant(s) — 
^-Agriculture; pp. 602-504. 

XVII— Irrigation, etc. ; pp. .543-45. 

Hwfifar-ftftko 

By f^ale security prisoners detained 
in Dinajpur Jail; (Q.) p. 223. 

HaMmm All KHM, Khan BWiadur Mauivi 

Wstribution of standard cloth: (Q.) 

p. 18. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Mauivi 

Demand tor Grants — 

27— Administration of Justice* •no 

AC— AgmnHnre ; pp. 611-12, 


lasiia 

Of ration cards to people of Bhola : 
(Q.) p. 94, 

Jailora 

Prospects of—: (Q.) p. 52. 

Jalaluddln Ahmad, the Hori'blo Khan 
Bahaudr Maulvl 

Closing of Campbell Medical School 
sine die in November, 1943; (Q.) 

pp. 302-303. 

Combating malaria by anti-pistia opera- 
tion: (Q.) pp. 353-54. 

Demand for Grants — 

38— Medical : pp. 445, 459-64, 481-82. 

39— Public Health : pp. 465, 478, 479- 
81. 

Government grant for construction of 
Maternity Home at Senhati, Khulna: 
<Q.) p. 349. 

Jtlan, Mr. l. 0. 

Demand for Grant — 63 — Extraordinary 
Charges pp. 410-14. 

JaiiaMiddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 

Maintenance of embankraent.s of tidal 
rivers in Stindarban.s area of 24-Par- 
ganas ; (Q.) p. 601. 

Judgment 

Of Hon’ble High Court and proposed 
legislation tor amendment of law on 
the siibjcvt. {Q.) pp. ,528-29. 

Kennedy, Mr. L G. 

Cultivjable waste lands in Benccal: 
(Q.) p. 442. 

Demand for Grants — 63 — Extraordinary 
charge.s in India : pp. 387-89. 

Kerosene 

Jletnjl distribution of — in Netrakona* 
(Q.) p. 615. 

Khaa Mahal lands 

Petition for settlement of certain — in 
Barisal: (Q.) pp. 615-16. 

KuruSu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

85— Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 
1939: pp. 432-34. 

63 — Extraordinary charges m India: 
pp. 378-79. 

54— Famine : pp. 685-86. 

25 — General Administration — General 
Administration : pp. 164-65. 

28— .Tails and Convict Settlements* 
pp. 330-34. 

Enquiry into pending questions : p. 272. 
Enquiry regarding hunger-strike iii 
Kaishahi Jail : p. 616. 

On point of order regarding putting of 
a out motion : p. 425. 

Realisation of subscription for relief 
fund in Thakurgaoa, Dinajpur dia- 
trict: (Q.) pp. §2-83. ^ 
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pemand for Grants — 

4l> — Agriooltore : pp. 492-93. 

25— General Administration — General 
ArJ ministration : pp. 148-61. 

39 — ^Public Health: pp. 469-70. 
Judgment of Hon’ble l^gh Court and 
proposed legislation for amendment 
of W on the subject: (Q.) p. 628. 
Price of rice in Calcutta, Dinajpur 
apd Chandpur on certain dates: (Q.) 
p. 3. 

Lanilt 

Acquired for the puipose of using as 
a public park in Pabna: (Q.) pp. 
603-06. 

Lawyer-Magistrate 

Recruitment of — : (Q.) p. 90. 

Legislative, Bengal Counoll and Aseetnbly 
Departments 

Status of — ; (Q.) pp. 343-44. 

Lino operators 

In the Bengal Government Press. 
Retirement or death of — : ^ (Q.) p. 
9. ^ 

Maopherson, Mr. Q. P. 

Demand for Grants — 43 — Induitr i ea-- 
Cinchona . pp. 262-64. ' 

Mahtab, Maharaiadhiraia Bahadur, Uday 
Chand, of Burdwan 

Demand for grant— XV IT— Irrigation, 
etc.; pp. 529-31. 

Maintonanoe 

01 embankments of “tidal rivers m 
SundarbaiiH urea of 24-Pil*gana8 : 
(Q.) pp. 601-03. 

Maji, Mr. ,A(twalta Kumar 

Demand ior Grants — 

50— Civil ^vorks and 81— Civil works 
not charged to revenue; p. 556. 

42 — Co-operation ; pp. 77-78. 

43 — Industries— Industries: pp. 234- 
36. 

XVH — Irrigaiion, etc. ; pp. 533-34. 
39_ Public Health: pp. 4/0-71. 
Unpaid apprentices in the office of Ad- 
ministrator-General and Official 
Trustee: (Q.) pp. 564-65. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemoprova 
Demand for Grants — 28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlehients ; pp, 338-39. 
Majumdar, (Nr. Jnanendra Chandra 
Petitions for grant of family allowance 
from certain security prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 521. 

MSI, Mr. Ifwer Chandrm 

Bailing out polluted water from tanks 
in saline aflPectiNl areas of Midnapore 
and supply of sweet water: (Q.) p. 
221 . 

Cknidition of. iieople of saline-affected 
areas of Contai and Tamluk sub- 
divisions : (Q.) p. 16. 

Opening of reliw l^hens by Odvem- 
ment for relief cdf distreseed -people: 
(Q.) p. 218. .. ~ 


Maiarig 

Combating—- by entt-pislia gp e rgUo ao! 
<Q.) pp. 353^. 

Mmidil, Mr. Btrat Ohandra 

Promotion in the Bengal OovenslBant 
Press: (Q.) p. 97. » , 

Wood purchased for Carpentry Section 
of Itongal Government Press: (Q.) 
p. 97. 

Mandaf, The Hofi'W# Mr. JogMidra Nath 

Co-operative stores for distributioii of 
ration and procurement of Oman 
crop: (Q.) p. 222. 

Demand for Grants — 

42— Co-operation : pp. 69, 70, 71-72, 
82-65. 

25 — General Administration — Debt 

Conciliation: pp. 85, 87-88. 
Expenditure incurred annually for 
maintaining additional Assiatant 
Registrars of tk>-operative Societies: 
(Q.) n. 356. 

Grant of Govornment subsidy to Osntral 
CJo-operative Hanks: (Q.) p. 227.. 
Payment of determination tees by Co- 
operative Societies under section 18 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act: (Q.) p. 229. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasadi 

Repair of Midnapore Collegiate School 
buildings; (Q.) p. 664. 

Maniruxiaman Islamtbadi, Maiilana Md. 

Alleged dearth of small coins in stations* 
of Bengal and Assam Railway: (Q.) 
p. 441. 

Non-availability of tickets at some rail- 
way station s of Bengal and Assam 
Railway: (Q.) p. 402. 

Rules for coniiscntiun of paddy by Gov- 
ernment: (Q.) p. 8. 

Shortage of small coins : (Q.) p. 89. 

Shortage of small iMiins in post-offices: 
(Q.) p. 218. 

Maniifaoture 

Of Qur in (“ertain places of North 
Bengal. Prohibition of — : (Q.) p. 48. 

Maqbul Hosaln, Mr. 

Demand for 'Grants — 

86 — Capital outlay on prorinoial 
schemes connected with the war, 
1939: pp. 431-32, 

60— Civil Works and 81— Civil Works 
not charged to revenue: pp. 666-56. 
63 — Extraordinary rhargee in India: 
pp. 366-68. 

Xvll — Irrigation, etc. : p. 688- 
13— Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 118- 
20 . 

39— Public Health: pp. 466-67. 
ProfiWring made bv sugar and kero- 
sene oil permit-holders in Mulagram 
Union of Tippers: (Q.) p. 6. 

Matsmlty 

Government grant for oonstruotioti of 
— «t SenliaAi, KbiHiia: <Q.) pp. 84 ^. 

49. 
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MitiNMlftr, Mr. Jnantndra Chandm 
‘tMnwl jof family allovanoa to Bobu 
PrafoUa Cbandni GUmtli: (Q-) Jh 

Hunger-strike hf female aeoority 
prisoners detained in Pinmipor Jiul: 

nm 228 . 

/ 

From tbe Bengal Legislative Council 
regarding the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944: p. 316. 

Mldmmere eaJlegfate Soliool 

Repair of— buildings : (Q.) p. 664. 

Mohammed AH, Khan Bahadur 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary Charges: pp. 416- 
16, 417-18. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties : pp. 123- 
24 . 

67 — ^Misoellaneous : pp. 623-24. 
Eimuiry regarding nunger-strike in 
Rajshahi Jail: p. 616. 

Moalierjet, Dr. Byamapraaad 

Demand for Grant(B) — 
d7<— Education— General : pp. 37-39. 

64 — Famine: pp. 586-92. 

Morgan, Mr. Q. 

Demand for Grants — 60— Civil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
revenue: pp. 667-58. 

Moslem AH Moila, Mtulvl M. 

Non-availability of certain essential 
commodities from the market in 
Pabna district after control: (Q. ) 
p, 483 . 

Moiammoi Nuq, Mtulvl Md. 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture : pp. 505-09. 
64-TFaraine; pp. 579-81. 

Muausmuddln Hosain, the Hon'blo Khan 
Bahadur gaiyad 

Alleged cultivable waste lands in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 442. 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture : pp. 488, 612-10. 

43 — Industries— Industries : pp. 264- 
65. 

41— Veterinary ; pp. 617, 619, 620. 
Depletion of cattle resources in Bengal 

and Government measures for pro- 
tection: (Q.) p. 308. 

Shortage of live-stock: (Q.) II. 

paddy seade in Bmigai: (Q.) 




Midiariaa, Tha Hafi%la Mr. mantk Math 


Allied camM of a ehaukidar ky Addi- 
tional Heli^ Offioar of Bhaigwmipur : • 


.SU'*-’ 


BaiUlig out dilated water from 'tanks 
in saline-affected areas of Midnapore 
and supply of sweet water: (Q.) p. 


Condition of people of saline-affected 
areas of Contai and Tamluk subdivi- 
sions: (Q.) pp. 16-17. 

Cost of construction of evacuees’ 
shelters in Hooghly district: (Q,) 
p. 312. 

Deaths due to starvation in Bakarganj : 


Demand for Grants — 

64— Famine: pp. 666, 692-97. 

7 — liand Revenue: pp. 272, 290-98. 

13 — Other Taxes ana Duties: pp. 118, 
124-26. . 

9 — Stamps: p. 636. 

Lands acquired for the purpose of using' 
as^^ublic park in Pabna: (Q.) pp. 

Maintenance of embankments of tidal 
rivers in Sundarbans area of ^-Par- 
ganas: (Q^ pp. 601-03. 

of apITpintments in the Alipore 
Collectorate : (Q.) n. 46. 

Opening of relief kitenens by Govern- 
i^nt for relief of distress^ people ; 
(Qv P* 219. '' 

Petition for settlement of oertaiq khas 
mahal lands in Barisal : (Q > nn 
61.5-16. 

Raising of fund for relief in Munshi- 
ganj subdivision : (Q.) p. 229. 

Kha'ksars : 


Mukhorjaa, Mr. B. 

Demand for Grants— ’ 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India • 
pp. 380-81. 

^^7— Miscellaneous Departments: pp. 


Mukharjl, Mr. Ohirtnttra Narayan 

^^uty Labour Commissioner: (Q.) p. 


Mukharjl, Dr. Bharat Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

% 43— Industries— Industries ; pp. 243* 

etc. :.pp. 539-41. 
146-48. 

: pp. 467-68. 

Mtilllok, Mr. Attmtoah 

Applications for leave of absence: p. 17. 


XVII— Irrigation , 

38— Medical; pp. 4 

39— Public H^tb 


mmmum tmu MaMvi 
B um aaid Mr 

27— Adtainiatratioii of Juatioo: pp. 63- 
64. " 

j^Famine: pp. 578-7IL 

atj. 


Midtiak, Mr. MukUMM BMuky 

Demand for Grants— 

JtIHMDat pp. 

GnaDrnl. pp. A&g?. 
ff'*-lBaviaaiM^BkcMa: pp. 11B44. 
38— Madicftl- nn AKMM 



xmsx. 
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MiiilMmruff Hotatln, Tht Hon'Mt Nawib 
Kliiii Bahadur 

Damand for Grant— 37—Admiiiiftmtioii 
of Jnstice; 54, 67-69. 

Judgment of Hon’ble High Court and 
proposed legislation for amendment: 
(Q ) PP- 6^29. 

Number of Superintendents in High 
Court: (Q.) p. 562. 

Unpaid apprentices in the Office of 
Administrator-General and Official 
Trustee: (Q.) p. 565. 

Mualim prayar room 

In the Court building of Chittagong: 
(Q.) p. 52. 

Muatala All Dewan, Mauivi 

Demand for Grants — 63 — Extraordinary 
charges in India pp. 396-99. 

Nandy, Maharaja Sritohandra, off Coatim- 
bazar 

Basis of declaring a district as surplus 
one: (Q.) p. 1. 

Demand for Grants — 

4() — Agriculture pp. 495-%. 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India 
pp. 36.^64. 

7 — Land Revenu(‘: pp. 275-76. 


Naskar, Mr. Hem Chandra 

Relief to teachers of secondnrv schools 
(Q.) p. 269. 

Supply of paddy seeds in Bengal • 

(Q.) P. 172. 

Nazimuddin, The Hon'ble Khoraja Sir 

Ab.sence of numberplates in some 
military motor vehicles: (Q.) p. 92. 

Allege<l prosecution ot certain Mus- 
lims in Tamluk .subdivision • (Q.) 

p. 172 

Arrest and release ot Babu Gour 
Chandra Saha’ (Q.) p. 170. 

Bombing in Feni . (Q.) p. 345. 

Contribution by security prisoners ot 
the Presidency Jail tor the desti- 
tute: (Q.) pp. 351-t52. 

Curtailment of certain privilegt*s ot 
security prisoners . ((^.) p. 400. 

Death of a .security prisoner in Ber- 
hampore Special Jail ; (Q.) pp. 525- 
27. 


Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India 
p. 356. 

25— General Administration — (gene- 

ral Administration : pp. 140, 198- 


206. 

28— Jails and convict settlements ' 
pp. 340, 34142. 

29 — Police; pp. 316. 327-29. 

District Magisrnte and Additional 

District Magistrate* of Bakarganj 

<Q.) P. 169. 

Government department responsiDie 
for collection of vital statistics ot 
BeiigiU; (O.) pp. 560411. 

Grant of family allowance to Babu 
Prafulla Oiandro Ghosh : (Q.) 


p. 404. 

Hunger-strike by female security pri- 
soners detained in Dinajpur Jftii - 
(Q-) P. 224. 


NAzimuddifi, Tht Htn'Md KhuajA tht 

Number of non-political securi^ pri- 
soners in Bengal : (Q.) p. 180.^ 

Number of iiersons tried and convicted 
under SpiH:>ial Courts Ordinance 
(No. 11 of 1942): (Q.) p. 347. 

Ordinance 11 of 1942 ancf appeal Bt 
Bengal Government to Privy Coun- 
cil : (Q.) p. 10. 

Petitions tor grant of family allow- 
ance from certain security prisoners : 
(Q.) pp. 521-23. 

“Poor Box Fund” maintained by 
Calcutta Police: (Q.) pp. 609-16. 

Promotion in Calcutta Police : (Q.) 

pp. 523-24. 

Pro«p(*cts of Jailors: (Q.) p. 52. 

RealiMition of subscription for relief 
tiiiul in Tliakurgann, Dinajpur die- 
tnct; (Q.) p. 93. 

Recruitment of J/nwver-Magi&trate : 
(Q.) p. 90. 

Re< riiitmeiit ol 8ul>-lnRpe<*tor8, Cal- 
cutta Poliiv ; (Q.) p. .'151. 

FtntUH oi Ijegislative, Bengal Council 
and Assimibly Depnrtnnmts ; (<^.) 

p. 

Voluntary Huffuring undergone by 
certain security prisoners of Prcai- 
deiicy ,Iail : (Q.) p. 401. 

Non-availabiUty 

Of ctrtaiii lood articles from the mar- 
ket in Pahna district afU'r control ; 
(Q.) p. 4K3. 

Of tickets at some railway stations ot 
Bengal and Assam Railway ; (t^.) 

p. 402. 

Number 

Of appointments in tlie Alipore Collec- 
torat«‘ : (Q.) p. 46. 

Of deaths from starvation in Rangpiir 
district; (Q.) p. 0. 

Ot non-poiiticHi security prisotiem in 
Bengal. p. 180.' 

Of persons tried and convicted under 
Siiecial (k>urts Ordinance (No. 11 ot 
1042): (Q,) pp. .34748. 

Of Superintendents in High Court' 
(Q.) pp. .561412. 

Ot .sale deeds registered in Rangpiir ; 
(Q.) p. 441. 

Opening 

Of relief kitchens by Government for 
relief of distressf*d people: {Q.) 

p. 218 . 

Of controlled shop and supply ol 
paddy in Jessore district: (Q.) 
p. .350. 

Ordinanoa II of 1942 

And appeal of Ben^l (fovernment to 
Privy Council : (y.) p. 10. 

Pain, Tha Hon*blt Mr. Barada Pratamia— 

Alleged dearth of smali coins ill 
stations of Bengal and Assam Rail- 
way ; (Q.) p. 442. 

Demand for Grants — 

60 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil 
Works not charged to Rovenua: 
pp. 553, 658 59 
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Hm’Ht Mr. BanMi thtmum— 

< 09ncld. 

XVII — Irrigation, etc. : pp. 629, 
646-51. 

Fir© accident in Down Dacca Mail : 
(Q.) P. 126. 

■^Mnahm prayer room in the court 
building of Chittagong : (Q.) p. 52. 

Non-availability of tickets at iftme 
railway atations of Bengal and 
Assam Railway : (Q.) p. 402. 

Repair of Midnapore ^^ollegiate SchiK)l 
buildings : (Q.) p. 664. 

Pftiil, Sir Hari Sankar 

Demand for Grants — 43 — Industries — 
Cinchona : pp. 264-66. 


Priaa 

Of rice, etc., as it stood on Slat May, 
1943, in subdivisions of Bengal : 
(Q.) p., 128. 

Of rice in Calcutta, Dinajpur and 
Chandpur on certain dates: (Q.) 
p. 3. 

Pretantation 

Ot Authenticated Supp4ementary 

- Schedules of Expenditure: p. 19. 

Proftteenng 

Made by suga.r and kerosene oil per- 
mit-holders in Mulagram Union ot 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 5. 


Paymant 

Of determination fees by Cooperative 
Societies under section 18 of Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act : (O.) 

p. 228. 

Patition(t) 

For grant of family allowance trom 
certain security prisoners: (Q.) 
pp. 521-23. 

For settlement of certain kka>s m^ihal 
lands in Barisal : (Q.) pp. 615-16. 

Powall, Mr. 4. A. 

Demand for Grants — 7 — Land Reve- 
nue: pp. 285-86. 

Point of ordar 

By Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi as 
regards the principle of pairing . 
pp. 289-90. 

By Dr. Nalinaksha Banyai regarding 
right of memberN to speak for more 
than 5 minutes : pjp, 289-90. 

By Dr, Nulinaksha Snnyal rt^arding 
answer to question being up-io-date • 
pp. 350-51. 

Regarding putting of a cut motion : 
pp. 424-26. 

Point of Privilagf 

By Mr. Faalur Rahman : p, 316. 

Regarding pairing of a member ol the 
Government Party with a member 
of the Opposition : p. 136. 

Regarding the prevention of a Gov- 
ernment member from attending 
the meetings of the Assembly by n 
member of the Opposition : p. 267. 

Regarding the ri^ht of a member to 

' move a cut motion if withdrawn by 
a member after giving notice of it: 
pp. 23637. 

Regarding time to be allotted to 
Government members to take part 
in discussions: pp. 241-42. 

‘*PMr lox Fund** 

^Maintained by Calcutta Police: (Q.) 

pp. 60616, 


Prohibition 

Of manufacture of gur and alleged 
hardships of sugarcane growers : 
(Q.) p. ^130. 

Of mauutacture of giti in certain 
plact's of North Bengal ; (Q.) p. 48. 


Promotion 

Jn Calcutta Polif-e : (Q.) pp. 523-24. 

in the Bengal Government Press: 
(Q.) p. 97. 

In the Finance D(‘purtmeiit and 
claims of the Muslims: (Q.) p. 47. 


Proposed Supply 

Of certain essential commodities to 
members oi Bt'iigal legislative 
Assembly: (Q.) p. 483. 


Prospect of Jailors: (Q.) p. 52. 


Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. M, L. 

Complaints against persons conduct- 
ing searches in conm‘etion with anti- 
hoarding drive: (0.) pp. 15-16. 
Foo<l Committ<«e« • (Q.) p. 404. 


Raising of fund 

For relief in Munshiganj subdivision; 
(Q ) p. 229. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinarj’ charges in India : 
pp. 361452. 

64— f'amine: pp, 572-73. 

25 — General Administration — Debt 

Conciliation : pp. 85-87. 

25 — General Aaministration — Gene- 

ral Administration : pp. 154-55. 

Ration cards 

To P^pl^ of Bhola. Issue oi — : (Q.) 

Roalisatioii 

Of subscription for relief fund in 
Thakut^aon, Dinajpur district: 
(Q.) pp. 92-93. 


Pri)^ 

‘For opening of control shops at every 
‘ yiHaoe in Chandibarpur Union : 
(Q.) P. 485. 


Raoruitmont 

Of Sob-Inspectors, Calcutta Police: 
(Q.) p. 851. 

Of Lawyer-Magistrate: (Q.) p. 90. 
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.Bluing ot luiid for — in Munshigaiij 
Bubdivisiou: (Q.) p. 229. 

To teachers of seconaary schools: (0.) 
pp. 269-70. 

fitlltf kitolim 

Opening of — by Government for relief 
of distressed people: (Q.) p. 218. 

Removal 

Of destitutes by tlie khaksurs: (Q.) 
p. 129. 

Repair 

Of Midnapore ColU^jate Seliool binkl- 
ings: (Q.) p. 564. 

Requisition 

Of paddy and rice by Governineni 
under Defence of India Rules; (Q.) 
p. 4. 

01 rice stock of rice mills . iQ.) p. 15. 

Retail distribution 

Of kerosene in Netrakona . (Q.) 

p. 615. 

Retirement 

Or death of Lino OporaUirs in the 
Bengal Government Press (Q.) 
p. 9. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Applications for leave of absc'iicc 
p. 17. 

Demand lor (i run is— (VI — Kxlraordi- 
nary charges in India; pp. .'ir»6>57. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

Kaifving ol fund lor ndu'f in MuiihIii* 
ganj subdivision ((^.) p. 229. 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Krishna 

Demand lor grants — 54 — Famine : 

pp. 566*67. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture : pp. 491-92. 

37 — Education — General . pp. 22-24, 
25 — General Administration — Gene- 
ral Administration ; pp. 159-60. 

XVII — Irrigation, etc-, . p. 546 
29— Police: p. 3lk). 

.‘19 — Public Health; pp. 471-72. 

5— Salt: pp. 618-19. 

Rulas 

For confiscation of paddy by Govern- 
ment: (Q.) p. 8. 

SaliabfAlain, Mr. Syod 

‘Toor Box Fund” muiiiiaiiied by 
Calcutta Police: (Q.) pp. 6()8-09. 


sale deque 

Number of — registered in Rangpur: 
(Q.) p. 441. 


SaliM , Mr. S. A. 

Ahe^oe of number-plates in some 
ao^iary motor yehite: (Q.) p. 93. 


Salt 

Scarcity of — in Bengal ; (Q.) p. 484. 

Sanaullah, Or. 

Arrangement for teaching of Urdu in 
coll6gei> of Bengal: (Q.) p. 443. 
Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administration of Justice: 
pp. 66-67. 

2.5-^^iieral AdmiiiiHtTation~~Gene* 
ral Administration : pp. 157-^. 

28 — Jails and convict Hcttlementa: 
pp. .‘13637. 

Foodstuffs supplied to rtnitau rants, 
cafes and hotels in Chittagong town : 
(Q.)p. 45, ^ 

Number ot Superinleiidente in High 
Court. (Q.) pp. 561-62. 

Scarcity of salt in Bengal: (U.) 
p. 484. 


Sanyal, Or. Nallnaksha 

Closing of Campbell Medical Sch(M»l 
sine t/if! in November, 1943: (Q.) 

p. :k)2. 


proviucial 
with the war, 

of J ufltice : 


Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture, p. 505. 

8.") — (?apital outlay on 
schenu'M c'oiiiicKited 
19.‘19: pp. 4:14-35. 

27 — Administration 
pp. 604V1. 

5(>^?ivil Works and 81 -—Civil 

Works not charged to revenue: 
pp. 55:m. 

42“^^iK)perHtioii m», 78-81. 

(VI — Extraordinary cnargtw in India: 
pp. :i60.6i, :i75-77, ;i8r.63. 

10— Fon^t : pp. 98- KK). 

25 — General Administration : 

pp. 18:1-86. 191-93. 

4.‘1 — Indijvtries — (’inehonu : pp. 261- 
62. 

43 — Industries — Indiistrii^: pp. 238- 
41. 

22 — Interest ou Debt and other 
nbiigat ioiih . pp. 25K1-99. 

XVII Irrigation, etc;.. pp. 581» 

;vi. 


28 — Jails and eonviert sc‘ttlement« ; 
p. :V19. 

7- -Land Revenue . pp. 27677, 383, 
38 — .MfHlieal • pp. 4/fe, 457-59. 


47 — Miscellaneous D<»partmonta : 

pp. 627-28. 

i:i — Other Taxes and Duties : 

pp. 120-22. 

29— Police: pp. :i2627. 

39 — Public Health : pp. 472-73. 

41 — Veterinary ; p, 619. 

Point of order regarding answer to 
question being up-to-dkte: p. 350. 
Point of order on nutting of a cut 
motion: pp. 424, 425, 436. 

Point of order regarding right of 
membeTH to speak for more than 6 
minutes; pp. 389-90. 

Prohibition of manufacture of pwr and 
alleged hardship of sugar-cane 
growers i (Q.) p. ISO, ^ 

Shortage of liyoetocic; (Q.) p: 10, 



•u 


IMIXBX. 


•my*!, Mr. Satmiu Mdiar 

' Oombating malaria by anti'.putia 
oper»iion: (Q.) p. 363. 

Crowding of lobbie« by vkitorb : 
p. 364. 

Death of a security prisoner in Ber* 
hampore Special Jail: (Q.) p. 626. 

Demand foe Grants — 

27 — Administration of Justice: 
pp. 55.69. 

68~EKtraordinary charges in India: 
pp. 379^). 

64~Famine : pp, 570-72. 

25— General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration • pp. 156-67. 

43 — industries — Industries: pp. 248- 
49. 

7 — Land Revenue; p. 278, 

Number of non-political iwxjurity pri- 
soners in Bengal : (Q.) p. 180. 

•arker, Babu Madtiutuilafi 

Demand for Grants — 

64 — Famine; pp, 583-84. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 286-87. 

39 — Public Health : pp. 476-77. 

Bearoity of salt 

In Bengal: (Q.) p. 484, 

Baourity priaontr(i) 

Curtailment of certain privileges ol — : 
(Q.j p. 400. 

Death of a se<nirit.v prisoner in Ber- 
hampore Sptcial Jail; (Q.) pp. 525 
27. 

Hunger-strike by female — detained in 
Dinajpur Jail: (Q.) p. 223. 

Number of non-political — in Bengal : 

m p. 180. 

Petitions for grant of family allow- 
ance from certain—: (Q.) pp. 521- 
23. 

Voluntary suffering undergone by 
certain — of Presidenev Jail: (O.) 
p. 401. 

Batling 

Of ric^e in Hooghly-Chiiisurd Munici- 
pal area : (Q.) p. 4. 

Ban, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Arrest and release of Babu Gour 
Chandra Saha: <Q.) p. 170. 

Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture : pp. 489-90, 

65 — Extraordinary charges in India : 
pp. 377-78, 

25-^eneral Administration — Gene- 
ral Administration : pp. 14547. 

38 — Medical ; ((^) pp. 448-50. 

Fire iKrident in Down Dacca Mail : 

<Q.) p. 126. 

Ban, Mr. Dhinndra Nath 

Damaged foodstuffs sold bv Govern- 
mant: (Q.) p. 7. 

Demand for Grants — 

63-^Sxtraordinary eharges in India • 
pp. 372*74. 

48^1adu8tfH«ii — ludwtries : pp. 23ti- 


rVoL. xvn— Non 


Ban, Mr. Dhirantfra Nath 

Depletion of cattle resources in Ben- 
gal and Government measures for 
protection: (Q.) p. 308. 

Reauisition of rice stock of rice mills: 
(Q.) p. 15. 

Ban, Rai Bahadur Jogaah Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

7 — Land Revenue : pp. 278-79. 

*‘18 — Medical : pp. 451-52. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties : 

p. 122. 

Ben, Babu Nagendra Nath 

Price of rice, etc., as it stood on Slst 
May, 1943, in subdivisions of Ben- 
gal : (Q.) p. 128. 

Bhahabuddin, The Hon’ble Mr. Khwafa 

Compensation paid to victims ot 
enemv bombing : (Q.) p. 178. 

Demand for Grants — 

4<‘l — Industries — Industries: pp. 230, 
255^1. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments: 

pp. 624, 630-32. 

3(> — Ports and Pilotage; p. 636. 

5— Salt: pp. 616, 619. 

Deputy Labour Commissioner: (Q.) 
p. 485. 

Prohibition of manufacture of glia’ and 
alleged hardship of sugarcano* 
growers: (Q.) p. 130. 

Prohibition of manufacture of gur in 
certain places of North Bengal : 

^ (Q.) p. 48. 

Scarcity of salt in Bengal : (Q.) 

^ p. 484. 

Shortage ol small coins in post offices: 
(Q.) p. 218. 


Shamiuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Demand for Grants — ‘ 

40 — Agriculture • pp. 494-^15. 

42 — Co-operation pp. 74, 7576. 

25 — General Administration — Gene- 

ral .Administration- pp. 14445. 
XVII — Irrigation, etc: pp. 554r35. 

29 — Police, pp. 31517. 

41 — Veterinary : pp. 517-19. 

ShortMe 

Of small coins in post office: (Q.) 

p. 218 . 

Of live-stock ; (Q.) p. 10. 

Of small coins: (Q.) p. 89. 


Bkipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Demand for Grants — 29 — Police; 

pp. 323-24. 


Small ooins 

Alleged dearth of—in stations of Ben- 
gal and Assam ^ Railway : (Q.) 

p. 441. 

Shortage of — ; <Q.) p. 89. 

Smart, Mr. d. N. 

Demand for Grants— 25 — -OohmuI Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 

tion : pp. 16068, 

8mytli4>tb0ttrtie^ Mr. D. C. 

Demand for Oraiite-‘10---‘Foreet ; 

PR* JOMOB. 
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HMtfMr. Mr. rn» HwPbM Mr. iwt 
paiMlwr AU) 

ObflenratioQB on — 


Crowding ol lobbies by visitors : 
p. 364. 

Demand for .Grants — 

63 — ^£xtraordinary charges in 
India: pp. 357, 361, m 372, 
375 381, 383, m, 391, m, 

28 — Jails and convict settlements: 
pp. 339, 340. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 273, 274, 
275, 276, 281, 28C 284, 289. 

29— Police: pp. 321, 323, 325, 328, 
329. 

Eimuiry by Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kuhdu into pending questions : 
p. 272. 

Point of order by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal regarding answer to queo- 
tion being upto-date: pp. 35()^1. 
Point of order regarding putting 
of a cut motion: pp. 4^, 426. 

Point of privilege raised by Mr. 
Fazliir Rahman; p. 316. 


Speoial Courts Ordinanoo 

Number of persons tried and convict' 
ed under— (No. 11 of 1942): (Q.) 

pp. 34748. 

standard oloth 

Distribution of — . (Q.) p, 13. 

StarvatMHi 

Deaths due to— in Bakarganj . (Q.) 

p, 134. ' 

Status 

Of Legislative, Bengal Council and 
Assf^mbly Departments: (Q.) 

pp. .‘14344, 

Stevenson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Demand for grants — 43 — Industries — 

Industries: pp. 249^51. 

Sulirawardy, The Hon’ble Mr. H. & 

Alleged supply of kerosene by Vice- 
President of Senhati rnion Board 
(Q.) P. 56.3. 

Basis of declaring a district as sur- 
plus one : (Q.) p. 1. 

Demand for Grants — 

85 — Capital ' outlay on provincial 
schemes connect^id with the war, 
19.39: pp. 430, 437m 
6,3 — Extraordinary chargee: pp. 418- 
21, 422-23. 

Complaints against persons cronduct' 
ing searches in connection with anti- 
hoarding drive: (Q.) p. 16. 

Damaged foodstuffs sold by Gk>vem* 
meift: (Q.) P* 7. 

Deaths due to starvation in Jessore: 
(Q.) p. 46. 

Distribution of atandard doth: (Q.) 
p. 13. 

Food Committees: (Q.) p, 404. 


tmrnnmdbrt tiit Man’Mt Mr. N. % 

Foodsiuffe supplied to reatau rants, 
cafes and hotels in 'diittagong 

. town: {Qi.) p. 46. 

Issue of ration cards to people of 
Bhola: (Q.) p. 94. 

NoiHivaiUbility of certain essential 
commodities from the market in 
Pabna district after ^oontrol ; (O.) 

p. 483. 

N^ber of deaths from starvation in 
** Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 6. 

Opening of controlled shop and aup- 
Joesore district; 

Prayer for opening control ahept ai 
every vHlago of Obandibarpur 
Union: (Q.) p. 487-88. 

Price of rice, etc., as it stood on 3Ist 
May, 1943, in subdivisions of Be&r 
^8^1: (Q.) p. 128. 

Price of rioe in Calcutta, Dinajpur 
and Ohandpur on certain dates: 
(Q ) p. 3. 

Profiteering made by sugar and kewh 
sene oil permit-holders in Mulagram 
Union of Tinpera : (Q.) p. 6. 

Proposed supply of certain essential 
commodities to members of Bengal 
Legislative Assembly: (Q.) p, 483. 

Supply of kerosene oil, atta, sugar at 
Senhati, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 663-64. 

Requisition of paddy and rice by 
(h)verumcnt under Defence of 
India Rules; (Q.) p. 4. 

Ri*q nisi tion of rice stock of rice mills : 
(Q.) p.. 15. 

Retail distribution of kerosene in 
Not rukona : (Q.) p. 616. 

Kuhvi for c^uifiscntion of paddy by 

^ Government ; (Q.) p. 8. 

Selling of rice in HooghlyChint»ura 
Municipal artMi : (Q.) p. 4. 

SuparintMufantt 

.Number ol — in High Court: (O.) 
pp .5(31.62. 

Supply 

Of kerowme oil, atta, sugar at Hen- 
hati, Khulna: (Q.> pp. <563-64. 

Of paddy ws^ds in Bimgal : (Q.) 

p. 172. 

Of ration at concesKion rates to 
gassf^ttod officers drawing below 
Rh. ;KX): pp. 270-72. 

Supply of kerotane 

Alleged — by Vice-President of Senhati 
Union B^rd : (Q.) pp. 662^3. 

Sur, Mr. HmiNlm Kumar 

Bombing in Feni : (Q.) pp. 84445. 

Demand for Grants — 

40-^ Agriculture : pp. 6(X)-5(>1. 
85~-^apital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with tho war, 
1989; pp, 4;mi. 

6^1 — Kxtraordiiiary charges in India: 
pp. 388'72. 

Government department n^sponsible 
for coUeetion of vital statistics of 
Bengal;. (Q.) p. 560. 
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TamiitHMin Kuan, Tlia Mr. 

Arrangement for teaehimE of 'Urdu in 
collegip of Bengal; p. 444. 

Demand for Grantt* — ^ 

37 — Education — Anglo-liidion ^ and 

European; p. 44. 

Education— 4Jeneral ; 1#, 39- 

11— Registration ; p. 6^16. ^ 

36 — Hcientific Departments: p, 636. 

Number of sale deeds registered in 
Rangpur : (Q.) o, 441. f 

Relief to tea^;hcr» of secondary acbdote • 
(Q.) PP. 269-70. 

Teaching of Urdu 

Arrangement for— m colleges of Beu- 
(Q.) 443. 

Tiokats at tome railway etationa 

Non-arailability of— of Bengal and 
Assam Railway . (Q.) p, 402. 

Unpaid apprentices 

In the oflRce of AdiTiiinstrator-GeuenU 
and Official Trustee' (Q.) pp. 6^ 
65. 

Voluntary suffering 

Undergone by ((‘rtain security pri- 
soners of Presidency Jail: (0) 
p. 401. 

Waliur Rahman, Mauivi 

Demand for Grants — 

42— <Wperation pp. 72*74. 


W|lllur RghmpH Maulvl 

68 — ^Bi^^rdinAry charges in India -. 

26— Genewil ^Adminiairatiqn*-^ 
^ral Adllr^stratioii: pp. ife67. 

etc,: pp. 637-38. 
8— -i^Ticyincfid EleisieV^p. i08. 

WMlior, mP, 4. R. 

Demand for Grants— 43— Industries — 
. industries: pp. 244*46; 

Watte landf^v 

Cultivable — in Bengal : (Q.) p. 442. 

Wood ^ 

Purchased fob Carpentry ^ftection^ of 
BengH I Government Press ; (O > 
p. 97. 

Wordsworth, Mr. #. c. 

Demand tor Grants — 

42-“<7o-operatdoii : pp. 81-62. 

37 — Edueatioif— Aiigfo-TncRan ? ‘ and 
European : p. 44. 

37— Ed ueation— General : pp. 33*86. 


Zaman, Mr. A. m. A. 

Deuiaiui for Grants— 25— General Ad- 
minist rut ion— ^leiierul Administ ra- 

tion i)p 165-66 

Prayer lor owning eontrorsbops at 
ev(*ry village oi Chandibarpur 
i nion • (Q.) p. 4H7. 

Retirement or ch'uth of Lino Opera- 
Lirs in tht' Bengal Gfoverninent 
Press (Q.) ,>. 9 . 


BOP.44/|.106MA-aOO 










